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Presentation Notes
The New York State Adirondack Park Agency was interested in estimating the total park population from U.S. Census 2000 data. This analysis conducted by APA GIS staff in March 2004 utilized the smallest census unit, the Census Block, along with other map data to derive this estimate.



New York State Data Center 

http://www.nylovesbiz.com/nysdc/

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Source of 2000 Census data.

Other spatial data included the Adirondack Park Boundary (NYS Adirondack Park Agency) and Residential Parcel Centroids from 2003 produced by the 12 County Real Property offices obtained though the NYS Office of Real Property Services

http://www.nylovesbiz.com/nysdc/


CENSUS BLOCK
Census blocks are areas bounded on all sides by 

visible features, such as streets, roads, streams, and 
railroad tracks, and by invisible boundaries, such as 

city, town, township, and county limits, property lines, 
and short, imaginary extensions of streets and roads. 

Generally, census blocks are small in area; for 
example, a block bounded by city streets. However, 

census blocks in remote areas may be large and 
irregular and contain many square miles. 
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Presentation Notes
These numbers represent the population of the 2000 Census blocks covering the Adirondack Park area. Unfortunately, the smallest Census reporting unit we can do demographic research with does not recognize the park boundary. The population number in pink represents the county totals for blocks COMPLETELY within the park. The numbers in black represent totals for each county of blocks COMPLETELY AND PARTIALLY within the park.

This presentation does not include figures for 2000 population for entire counties. 

According to these selections of 2000 census blocks, the park population in 2000 is somewhere between approximately 128,000 and 137,000.
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Highlights in bright blue show the census blocks partially within the park.
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We zoom in to see some census blocks, again in bright blue, that straddle the park boundary. The Adirondack Park boundary has been know for about 100 years as “the Blue Line” shown on this map as a dark blue line. These census blocks in bright blue are NOT split by the park boundary.
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Here we see the park boundary removed from the map. Numbers represent the total population in 2000 in each census block.
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Presentation Notes
Now we’re overlaying in the GIS the residential parcel centroids, or center points of each parcel, within the selected census blocks. 

Note we’re only showing and analyzing residential parcels here – presumably where people live. These parcels have a residential building on them. They may be multi family or single family. It’s possible that some of the residential structures may be vacant. 

Vacant, commercial, agricultural, utility, government and forestry lands are not included here. 

In this analysis, multi family and single family parcels were treated the same.
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Presentation Notes
This illustrates the process of calculating the estimated population within a census block straddling the park boundary based on the ratio of residential parcels in and out of the park. 

Note that many residential parcels are small and the residential structure is probably pretty close to the parcel centroid. For large parcels though, the point displayed on the map does not necessarily mean the house is close to the parcel center point. 
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Presentation Notes
“in and out” on this slide represents the population of census blocks wholly and partially within the park.

“in only” is the total population of census blocks wholly in the park.

The “calculated” number applies the residential parcel ratio for census blocks straddling the park boundary and adds these to the “in only” census blocks.

Note that Essex and Hamilton are the only counties completely within the Adirondack Park.
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Presentation Notes
As an estimate, this number should be rounded to 132,000 or perhaps 130,000.





Analysis conducted by:
John Barge
NYS Adirondack Park Agency
P.O. Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977
jwbarge@gw.dec.state.ny.us
www.apa.state.ny.us

mailto:jwbarge@gw.dec.state.ny.us
http://www.apa.state.ny.us/
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