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Rural Climate Resilience: 
Findings of the ACORN Project



Today’s Topics
1. About ACORN
2. ACORN’s findings - local & regional
3. Meaningful climate resilience work



                     Think Globally.    Act Neighborly.



ACORN’s goal is to plant the seeds that will get the regional 
climate conversation going, connect neighbors with 
neighbors, and foster community-level leadership that 
builds on the strength of our region from the ground up.





11 Community 
Listening Sessions
Oct 2024 - April 2025

 May 2025 - North Country 
Rural Resilience Roadmap







Plenary Sessions
www.wildcenter.org/live/ 

http://www.wildcenter.org/live/
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“When a snowmobile goes through the ice, these are the guys who find it”
   By James Odato, March 20, 2022

https://www.adirondackexplorer.org/author/jim-odato
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Regional Themes
● Flooding and Culverts
● Lack of Seasonal Predictability
● Lack of Affordable, 

Climate-Resilient Housing
● Lack of Emergency Responders
● Need for Rural Voices in 

Decision-Making Source: “Lowville flooded again. Here's what we know (and don't 
know)” by Emily Russell, NCPR, Aug 20, 2024
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"Solar is important. We 
absolutely have to. It's a 
climate crisis. We have to 
move that way…

It still can be done in a way 
that doesn't bulldoze over a 
community and potentially 
negatively affect a 
community."

-Cathy Shrady, NCPR 
May 6, 2024 



Locally Specific Themes
● Invasive Species
● Wetlands and flood 

mitigation
● Renewables siting
● Human Services



City of Plattsburgh Bioretention
Funding from Lake Champlain Basin Program
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HamilSun Solar, Peru, NY



Town of Indian Lake Emergency Hub



Village of Saranac Lake
Climate Smart Communities  - Volunteer Task Force



Climate Resilience Workforce Opportunities
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Upcoming Events
https://www.adkwatershed.org/acorn

May 15-16 ARC Conference “Resilience in Action: Addressing Climate Challenges in the 
North Country,” Lake Placid

June 11 Hamilton County Soil and Water Conservation District Water Quality 
Coordinating Committee Annual Meeting, Lake Pleasant

July 23-25 International Assoc. of Emergency Managers @ Paul Smith’s College

sunitahalasz@gmail.com 

https://www.adkwatershed.org/acorn
mailto:sunitahalasz@gmail.com


Building Resilience in Adirondack Communities 



Restoring nature’s infrastructure is fundamental 
    to protecting human infrastructure.
.





















Stream Restoration 
   Stream Crossings & Barriers
     Riparian Ecosystem Recovery
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Building a better future for the Adirondacks through effective 
   science-based stewardship of freshwater systems.
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