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Chai rwoman U rich called the neeting to order at 1:00 p. m

1. Monment of Sil ence

The Chai rwoman noted the recent passing of fornmer Agency Board
Menber Arthur V. Savage, whom she referred to as “a giant in the

hi story of the Adirondacks and the Agency.” She asked M. Way, a
close friend and col |l eague of M. Savage, to speak to the | egacy of
M. Savage.

M. Way noted M. Savage' s passing at 86 years old. He described
M. Savage as an inportant figure in the Adirondacks, and reviewed
sonme of his many acconplishnments throughout his lifetine. M.
Savage practiced lawin New York Gty for 60 years, which included
four years with the United States Attorney’s Ofice and the rest in
private practice. In addition to being the first chairman of the
New York State Bar Association Special Commttee on Environnent al
Law, M. Savage was al so involved wth the Association for the
Protection of the Adirondacks; Adirondack Muntain Reserve; founding
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trustee of the Adirondack Museum at Bl ue Muntain Lake; co-founder
of the Adirondack Nature Conservancy; trustee of SUNY Col | ege of
Envi ronnental Science and Forestry from 1978-97; Parks & Trails NY;
and nenber of the Adirondack Park Agency from 1979-97. |In addition
to all he did for the Adirondacks, M. Savage was al so heavily

i nvol ved in a nunber of other charitable and educati onal

organi zations. M. Way concurred with Chairwonman Urich, that we
have indeed lost a giant in the history of the Adirondack Park.

Chai rwonman U rich noted it was always hunbling to hear the
acconpl i shnents of those who canme before us and try to do justice to
the work they have done. She al so expressed her appreciation to M.
Way for representing the Agency at the funeral service held for M.
Savage | ast week in Pel ham The Agency then joined together for a
nonment of silence in honor and in nenory of Arthur Savage.

1. Approval of Decenber 13, 2012 Draft Agency M nutes

On notion of M. Mezzano, seconded by M. Hooker, the Agency
unani nously adopted the Draft Agency Meeting M nutes of Decenber 13,
2012.

2. Executive Director's Report

Ms. Martino reported on the following itens of note:

e The recent shift to winter, which began in | ate Decenber, has |ed
to one of the best holiday weeks for outdoor recreation in recent
years. The snowfall has boosted the winter econony and put the
region on the map for all winter has to offer.

e The Executive Director and Chai rwonan attended the January 9
State of the State in Al bany. The event is an inportant marker
for the beginning of the year, bringing together people from al
across the state. The Governor’s speech was inspirational and
set forth a progressive agenda. He proposed the “Adirondack
Chal | enge,” which was both hunorous and interesting in terns of
his desire to see nore events taking place in the Adirondacks.

e The State of the State followed on good news for the Adirondack
region in Decenber with the North Country wi nning recognition as
a “Top Performer” in the Regional Econom c Devel opnent Counci
program and an award of $90.2 mllion to fund 82 projects rangi ng
from broadband in Ham lton County, to regional infrastructure and
touri sm devel opnent funds, to a web portal for recreational
mar keting. The Capital Region was awarded $50.3 million, while
t he Mohawk Vall ey Region was awarded $59.7 nmillion. The funding
for all three regions directly affects the Adirondack ParKk.
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In other notable activity before the end of 2012, the Finch |and
transacti on was conpleted for the Essex Chain and Indian River
tract. Agency staff will take the lead with SEQR in the

devel opnent of the Draft Environnental |npact Statenent (DEIS),
which will be presented to the Agency Board and foll owed by
public hearings and a recomrendation in a Final Environnental

| npact Statement (FEIS) to the Board. The Board’ s recomrendati on
will then be forwarded to the Governor who will have final review
and approval of the classification package as the final step in
the process. Agency staff | ook forward to continued dial ogue
with DEC staff in these inportant steps, with the hope of
conpleting the work by the end of the summer.

The Agency has received nunerous letters conmenting on the
proposed silvicultural general permt, in response to the
Agency’s public notice in the Environnmental Notice Bulletin and
four newspapers. By the end of the public comrent period on
Decenber 28, the Agency had received nore than 200 letters.

G ven the significant anmount of public coment, the recent
retirement of the Supervisor of Resource Analysis, and the
hol i days, staff felt it was inportant to take tinme to reviewthe
letters thoroughly and neet with stakeholders to further discuss
the points raised. The Agency sees this deliberative process as
bei ng i nportant, especially in ensuring that there is accurate
information with respect to such things as how the general permt
is intended to be used, eligibility criteria for use on private
and easenent |ands, and informational points related to science,
certification standards and Agency review. Staff believe the
general permt wll be good for both the environnment and the
econony, and will proceed with plans for an upcom ng st akehol der
meeti ng.

Chai rwoman U rich noted that plans for a stakehol der neeting were
very much in line with the Governor’s State of the State renmarks
about the inportance of working together. She conmmended Ms.
Martino and staff for providing a setting to hear the different
per specti ves.

Last fall the Agency Special Assistant for Economic Affairs
assisted in a prelimnary market analysis based on the need for a
nei ghbor hood- scal e grocer that would offer fresh dairy and
produce in the Town of Indian Lake. The analysis |led to neetings
wi th I ndian Lake Local Devel opnment Corporation and Ham | ton
County I DA to determ ne the best way to nove forward. As a
result, a local business, with the help of potential incentives,
is now expecting to physically expand its store by 900 sq. ft. to
of fer these perishabl e goods.
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e The January neeting mailing included staff work data through
2012. Staff are in the process of conpiling that information
into the 2012 Agency Annual Report, with a summary pl anned for
t he February neeting. Agency Menbers who would |i ke to hear
about specific areas of interest should contact the Executive
Director.

e The Adirondack Daily Enterprise recently expressed a statenent in
its year-in-review which provided an inportant |ink between 2012
and the new year: “The Enterprise’s view of the APA has evol ved
over the last four decades as succeedi ng generations of editorial
witers — |ike Adirondackers in general, we believe — cane to
appreciate its upsides and accept many of its downsides.” The
statenent overall was sonething the Agency wel comed for its
perspective of time, recognition of change, and in the context of
bot h appreciati on and acceptance. The Agency thanks the
Enterprise for its thoughtful statenment, which provides a nice
transition to the new year.

2. Adirondack Park Agency Counsel

Ms. Martino noted this day as being particularly neaningful, |ooking
back to 2012 and forward to 2013, in terns of the Agency having gone
w t hout a Counsel since John Banta's retirenment in April 2012. She
commended Sarah Reynol ds for the superb job she has done as

Associ ate Counsel and Acting Counsel, and her daily invol venent on
the nunerous activities that would typically engage the Agency
Counsel

Ms. Martino reported that during this tinme, the Agency’'s search for
a Counsel has involved | ooking for candidates with stellar
attributes of recognizing the Park as a special place, its people,
its communities, and the magnificence of its environment. A person
who woul d have an awareness and appreciation for the Agency’s
statutes inits work in the protection of public and private |ands;
how t he Agency has the regulatory tools for environnental
protection; know edge of |and use planning and conmunity outreach;
and adherence to the Private Land Use and Devel opment Pl an and the
val ues of the State Land Master Pl an.

She stated her belief that the Agency had found such a person in the
recomendation that she would put forth at this tinme, an individual
with the highest integrity, a conprehensive understanding of the

l aw, a passion for the Adirondack Park, with the added benefit of a
I ong history of working relationships within the region and within

t he Agency, and an individual who has worked tirel essly on many
conplicated Park issues and who will hit the ground running, making
2013, the fortieth year of the Agency, a truly exceptional year.
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Ms. Martino said it gave her the greatest pleasure to recommend
James T. Townsend for the position of Counsel at the Adirondack Park
Agency.

M. Way so noved and the notion was approved by accl amati on.

Chai rwoman U rich expressed her appreciation to Ms. Martino as well
as Elaine Caldwell for their professionalismin guiding this
process. She noted this is a good day for the Agency and for the
Park now, in the imrediate future and for the long term to have the
benefit of M. Townsend s passion, knowl edge and work ethic that are
beyond conpare.

Ms. Martino advised that M. Townsend will join the Agency staff on
or about January 29. She again thanked Associ ate Counsel Sarah
Reynol ds for her able assistance over the past several nonths.

The Chai rwoman added that the Agency’s confidence in M. Townsend’s
snooth transition to the Counsel position was due in large part to
the antici pated support from Ms. Reynolds. On behalf of the Board
nmenbers, she presented Ms. Reynolds with a snmall token of
appreciation for her great assistance in her role as Acting Counsel.

3. Motion to Adjourn into Comrmttees

On notion of M. Way, seconded by M. Craig, the Agency unani nously
adjourned into commttees at 1:28 p. m

The Agency reconvened at 4:05 p.m to receive and act on conmttee
reports and recomrendati ons.

4. Committee Reports

a. Regul atory Prograns Committee

(1) General Permt 2008G 1B

On notion of M. Mezzano, seconded by M. Lussi, the Agency

unani nously approved the general permt for the managenent of
aquatic invasive species using benthic barriers and hand harvesting
techni ques. Chairworman U rich, Menbers Craig, Lussi, Mezzano,
Thomas, Val entino, Way, Designees Hooker (DED), Scozzafava (DOS)
and Stegemann (DEC) voted in favor of the notion. A copy of the
general permt, as approved by the Agency, is attached to the
official mnutes on file at the Agency.
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(2) 2011-156, |ndependent Towers Holdings, LLC, New G ngul ar
Wreless PSC, LLC, St. Lawence County, Ofice of Energency
Services, and Lisa Anne Sizel and

M. Mezzano reported that the Commttee received a retrospective
fromstaff on Project 2011-156, a tel ecommuni cations tower project
approved by the Agency in April, 2012. The tower, located in the
Town of Clifton, St. Lawence County, has since been constructed and
is well camouflaged in the formof a sinulated pine tree.

b. State Land Committee

(1) Taylor Pond WId Forest Conplex Unit Managenent Plan

On notion of Chairwoman U rich, seconded by M. Stegemann, the
Agency unani nously approved a resolution finding that the unit
managenent plan conforns to the general guidelines and criteria of

t he Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan. Chairwoman Urich,
Menbers Craig, Lussi, Mezzano, Thomas, Val entino, Way, Designees
Hooker (DED), Scozzafava (DOS) and Stegemann (DEC) voted in favor of
the notion. A copy of the resolution as approved by the Agency is
attached to the official mnutes on file at the Agency.

C. Par k Ecol ogy Conm ttee

M. Val enti no commended a presentation given by Brendan Quirion of
t he Adi rondack Park | nvasive Plant Programon efforts to address the
spread of terrestrial invasive species in the Park.

5. I nteri m Reports

a. Legal Affairs Conmmittee

M. Way expressed delight with the appointnment of a new Counsel to
t he Agency.

b. Local Governnent Services Committee

M. Thomas noted a neeting was held earlier in the day of the

pl anning conmttee for the Adirondack Park Local Governnent
Conference. Plans are noving ahead for the conference, which is
schedul ed for April 24-25 in Lake Pl acid.

6. Local Governnent Revi ew Board Conmment

On behalf of the Local Governnent Review Board, Executive D rector
Fred Monroe commended the Agency for its approval of revisions to
t he general permt for the managenent of aquatic invasive species.
He al so noted the Review Board' s position that the science should
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govern the proposed general permt for silvicultural managenent to
address certain jurisdictional clearcutting.

7. Menmber Conmment

M. Valentino comrented on the recent acquisition by the Open Space
Institute of the Marion River Carry near Blue Muntain Lake. He
noted it was an exanple of a small but inportant acquisition in
terms of connectivity. M. Valentino also welconed M. Townsend’ s
return to the Agency.

M . Hooker acknow edged M. Monroe’s comment regarding the
silvicultural permt, and concurred with Ms. Martino' s coments as
to the inportance of deliberation and clear explanation to the
process. He al so commented on how wel | -conceal ed the cell tower in
Cifton is, and conpared it to a tower outside Bi nghanton, which he
described as a distraction.

Ms. Scozzafava echoed Ms. Martino's opening remarks regarding the
State of the State event. She agreed it was exciting and
encouraging, particularly the references to initiatives to attract
peopl e from downst at e Adi rondacks.

M. Thomas thanked Ms. Reynolds for transitioning the Agency between
Counsels. He also welcomed M. Townsend’s return to the Agency.

M. Mezzano said he | ooked forward to a bright future with M.
Townsend as Counsel, and stated that the respect and trust that he
hel d for John Banta as Counsel would apply equally to M. Townsend.
He al so coomended Dan Kel |l eher’s assistance with the grocery store
in Indian Lake, noting it was another exanple that spoke to the
gual ity of Agency staff.

M. Stegemann expressed DEC s respect and appreciation for Sarah
Reynol ds. Regarding the Tayl or Pond unit managenent plan, he
commended Dan Levy and invol ved DEC staff for their work in putting
the plan on the ground. M. Stegemann also noted the CGovernor’s
attention to the Adirondacks, and referred to himas a true | eader
in recognizing the state’s assets.

M. Lussi acknow edged the Governor’s recognition of the

Adi rondacks. At the sane tinme, he pointed out the Saranac Lake
mayor’ s recent experience in Long |Island when he questioned a nunber
of people on the street and none could identify the Adirondacks and
where they were. M. Lussi stated that there continued to be a
chal l enge in raising awareness about the Adirondacks and creating
econoni ¢ opportunities, particularly in smaller towns and vill ages
that are unable to sustain thenselves. He referred to the
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Adi rondack i nvasive species programas an opportunity to remain a
| eader on a gl obal |evel.

M. Valentino comented on M. Lussi’s reference to Long Island, and
poi nted out that those who were questioned knew where Vernont was.
He noted that marketing their state is a priority of the State of
Vernmont. He acknow edged New York’s many pressing issues, but urged
the State to place higher priority on marketing and tourism

br andi ng.

M. Craig acknow edged the incredible resources that the Park has to
of fer, resources that should be both protected and nade available to
recreationists. He expressed a concern about the grow ng demand for
recreational opportunities for the nodern outdoors person, and the
need to re-exanm ne the bal ance between recreation and preservation
wth the recognition that fewer people are using the backcountry.

Ms. Martino again remarked on the Governor’s State of the State
message and how it synbolized denocracy in action. She noted the
Governor’s recognition of the inportance of effectively pronoting
events and products that are unique to a particular region, and of
defining place. She referred to the Governor’s newinitiative to
increase growh in upstate New York with $5 mllion to be awarded to
regions that present the best marketing plans. M. Martino

acknow edged Vernont’s successful marketing and branding of their
smal |, predomnantly rural state. There is real opportunity for the
Adi rondacks to do the sane, she said. M. Martino then referred to
t he announcenent of M. Townsend as Counsel, and expressed her
appreciation to Elaine Caldwell for her hard work in guiding the
process to conpletion. She also said she | ooked forward to M.
Townsend joining the Agency as Counsel, and to Ms. Reynol ds focusing
on her Associ ate Counsel responsibilities.

Chai rwoman U rich echoed the thanks expressed for the gui dance

provi ded by Ms. Reynolds as Acting Counsel. She also expressed her
deepest thanks to Governor Cuonp and his staff in Al bany for the
appoi ntment of M. Townsend, noting it was a statenent of confidence
in M. Townsend as well as the Agency. She referred to the

ent husiastic reaction fromthe staff on word of his appointnment, and
described it as a wonderful nmoment for the Agency and for the Park.
The Chai rwoman al so cormented on the Governor’s proposal for an

“Adi rondack Challenge,” wth | egislators conpeting agai nst each
other in boats, and she recalled her early involvenent with Common
Ground Alliance when she had suggested a sim|lar event, such as a
bal | game, as an opportunity for the different sides of the

Adi rondack debate to becone acquainted with each other. She noted
significant progress has been made over the years, and recalled a

pi ece in the Adirondack Explorer publication which captured how far
t he Adi rondack debate has cone in that parties can di sagree on | and
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acquisition in the norning and conme together about invasive species
in the afternoon. In follow up to the APIPP presentation, she

call ed on conmunities and private organizations in the Park to |earn
what they can do to make a difference in the battle agai nst

i nvasi ves. She al so extended an invitation through M. d ennon in

t he audi ence for Protect! the Adirondacks to join together in this
effort.

8. Adj our nnent

The Agency unani nously adjourned at 4:30 p.m

LCU TDM da
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