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Chai rwoman U rich called the neeting to order at 9 a.m

1. Approval of April 11, 2013 Draft Agency M nutes

On notion of M. Booth, seconded by M. Thomas, the Agency

unani nously adopted the Draft Agency Meeting M nutes of April 11
2013. A copy of the official mnutes as adopted by the Agency is on
file at the Agency.

2. Adi rondack Day

Prior to the Executive Director’s Report, Chairwoman U rich
comment ed on “Adirondack Day,” an event that was held recently in
the Well of the Legislative Ofice Building in Al bany. She noted
her attendance at the event, in addition to DEC Desi gnee Bob

St egemann and Local Governnment Review Board Director Fred Monroe,
and nurerous ot her |ocal government |eaders. The program was wel |
organi zed and wel | attended, as was the reception that followed,

whi ch hi ghlighted Adirondack foods. Senators Little and Skel os, and
former Assenbl ywonman Sayward were al so in attendance. The

Chai rwoman noted she extended an invitation to Senator Skelos for an
i ntroductory tour of the Adirondacks. She comrended everyone who
wor ked on the event, and | ooked forward to greater Agency

i nvol venent in future Adirondack Day events.

3. Executive Director's Report

Executive Director Martino expressed her appreciation to Deputy
Director for Planning JimConnolly for providi ng day-to-day coverage
whil e she was away | ast nonth and during the April Agency neeting.
She then highlighted the foll ow ng:

e The Chairwonan and Executive Director attended a day-long neeting
with the Governor’s environnental teamon May 6. O her
participants included DEC, O fice of Parks, Recreation and
Hi storic Preservation, Lake George Park Conm ssion, Hudson River
Regul at ory Conmi ssi on, Hudson Ri ver G eenway and Environnenta
Facilities Corporation.
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e Kudos to Brian Gisi and Robyn Burgess in the Planning D vision,
as well as partners AATV, Local Governnent Review Board, DEC and
DCS, for yet another successful Local Governnent Day program wth
340 registrants. This year’s Local Governnment Day fostered
i ncreased di scussi on and under standi ng which added up to the best
Local Governnent Day yet. The event, which was held April 24-25 in
Lake Placid, featured a | egislative discussion which included
Senator Little, Assenblynmen Butler and Stec, and recognition of
former Assenbl ywonan Teresa Sayward

The Wednesday panel al so included participation of Conm ssioner

Martens and Chai rwoman U rich. There was increased enphasis on

regi onal Park-w de marketing with the web portal project, and

di scussion of opportunities related to the integration of public
| ands with comunities.

In a conversation the Executive Director had with Ji m Herman and
Dave Mason about their recent trip to Costa Rica, they renmarked
how i npressed they were with how the country has branded itself as
an ecotourismdestination with national parks and nature
preserves. The country is unique with its integration of the
travel and tourism experience with the natural environnment and

bi ol ogi cal diversity. For exanple, the gardener at your | odge

m ght al so be the birder who | eads you on a three-hour tour and
identifies numerous birds and describes their feeding habits. The
story is told and appreci ated by residents who understand the
econom ¢ value of tourismto their country and the brand they
have.

The connecti ons bei ng made brought excitenent to Local Governnent
Day. AATV president Brian Towers, pointing to a |link between a
natural experience in his towm and the viewing of large, virgin
trees, denonstrated how we can bridge an ecol ogi cal awareness to
comunity experiences.

The di scussions at Local Governnent Day provided an inportant
foundati on to what the Agency will hear about in the State Land
Comm ttee neeting through a thorough and detail ed overvi ew by
staff of the alternatives for classification of the former Finch
| ands. The staff presentation will be conpl enented by photos of
t he remar kabl e | andscape of the Essex Chain, OK Slip Falls and

I ndi an Tract, all courtesy of photographer Carl Heil man.

Al so at Local CGovernnent Day, Agency staff fielded questions about
the Agency’'s application of building density guidelines to hotels,
notels and tourist cabins. This has provided an opportunity for
the Agency to clarify its existing practice which will be

communi cated to | ocal governnents throughout the Park. As al ways,
when in doubt, the public is encouraged to contact the Agency’s
Jurisdictional Ofice.
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Chai rwoman U rich added it was an honor to stand together with

Comm ssioner Martens and field questions fromthe participants, with
the Departnent’s full support of the State | and classification
process that is now noving forward at the Agency. Wth regard to
bui |l di ng density guidelines for hotels, notels and tourist cabins,
the Chairwonan referred to repeated conversations about
accomopdati ons and the built community with the opening of new
public | ands, and expectations of the traveling public. She noted a
need for the Agency to proactive.

e Agency staff wll continue their work in relation to the
permtting process for jurisdictional silvicultural practices.
Staff will review recent presentations to the Agency and have nore
di al ogue with DEC, which nonitors the | argest acreage under
certification by the FSC and SFI. Staff also believe there is
nore work to be done with the stakehol ders. The future review of
the regulations will begin with a neeting to be coordi nated by
Agency counsel, simlar to the TAL format. The neetings wll
continue exam nation of the current state of the forest, industry
practices, and exam nation of Agency regulations with the
possibility of regulatory revision.

e Agency staff have been actively engaged with the applicants for
t he Essex County emergency comuni cations project and foll ow up
with the inplenentation of the Order that was authorized by the
Agency in Decenber 2012. Recent attention has been focused on the
814 Order for the Ski Patrol Building on the sunmt of Little
Whi teface. Deputy Director for Regulatory Progranms R ck Wber
will brief the Agency about actions the Agency has taken to
fulfill the permt conditions, particularly inrelation to the
Bi cknel | Thrush nmonitoring. M. Whber’'s overview will be within
the context of the Witeface UVP presentation by ORDA staff
i mredi ately followng. This has been an inportant topic of
interest to the public, and the Agency’s goal to have habitat
protection and the UVP aligned with the project applicant’s goal
to build an inportant emergency conmuni cati ons networKk.

e The Agency signed its required Internal Control Report on Apri
30. The report docunments the internal reviews the Agency
undertakes to neet the goals of accountability and transparency.
The Agency received positive feedback fromthe D vision of Budget
and wi Il be working toward addressi ng educati on and trai ning.

e Agency policy nakers are required to submt their Financial
Di scl osure Statenents by the May 15 deadli ne.

e The Agency will celebrate Arbor Day with the planting of a tree in
honor of Richard Lawence, who served as the Agency’s first
chai rman from 1971 to 1975. Ms. Martino recall ed having the
opportunity to know M. Law ence through their involvenent with
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ANCA. She described himas a gentleman and a wonderful thinker
with a tremendous appreciation for and comnmtnment to the

Adi rondack Park. Ms. Martino referred to an updated brochure

whi ch outlines the Agency’'s conmtnent to a sustainable | andscape
t hat conbi nes the approach of nowi ng and non-nowi ng with a wal ki ng
pat h, and which al so highlights the honorees over the years.

I ncl uded with the brochure was a map whi ch depicts the |ocations
of the trees planted over the years. |Individual plaques for each
tree are planned in the future.

M. Booth raised a question about Project Sunlight and the status of
t he Agency’s request to exenpt conversations between applicants and
policy nakers. He asked for an exanple of what would constitute an
appear ance.

M. Townsend deferred response to M. Booth questions until the
| egal advisory session, scheduled after the Agency neeting on
Friday, when Project Sunlight would be discussed in detail.

The Executive Director briefly described Project Sunlight, an

i mportant conponent of the Public Integrity Reform Act of 2011 that
provi des for transparency in government. Project Sunlight involves
the creation of a new database of any individual or firmthat
appears in a representative capacity before any state governnent al
entity. State agencies are required to report instances where

di al ogue coul d have been an effort or intent to change public

policy.

4. Executi ve Sessi on

On notion of M. Thomas, seconded by M. Hooker, the Agency
unani nously approved an executive session to discuss an

adm ni strative proceedi ng i nvol ving the Chanpl ai n Hudson Power
Express, Inc.

5. Adj ournnment into Commttees

The Agency unani nously adjourned into commttees at 9:28 a. m

6. Tree Planting in Honor of Richard Law ence

During the lunch break, Agency Menbers and Desi gnees and assenbl ed
guests took part in the planting of a tree in honor of Richard
Lawrence, the first chairman of the Adirondack Park Agency. A brief
summary of the tree planting is attached, and is on file with the
official mnutes at the Agency.
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7. Community Spotlight: Town of Queensbury, Warren County

Fol |l owi ng the lunch break, Agency Menbers and Desi gnees heard a
Communi ty Spotlight presentation from Town of Queensbury Supervisor
Ron Montesi, Craig Brown and Stuart Baker of the Town’s Community
Devel opnent Departnent. A sumary of the presentation is attached,
and is on file, along with a copy of the PowerPoint presentation,
with the official mnutes at the Agency.
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Chai rwoman U rich called the neeting to order at 11:20 a.m

On notion of M. Stegemann, seconded by M. Way, the Agency exited
Executive Session.

1. Report on Executive Session

Chai rwoman U rich reported on the Agency’s discussion in Executive
Session regarding the authority of the Executive Director to execute
a Governance Agreenment for the Hudson River and Lake Chanpl ain
Habi t at Enhancenent, Restoration, and Research/Habitat | nprovenent
Project Trust, which is part of the Certificate of Environnental
Conmpatibility and Public Need issued by the Public Service

Comm ssion (PSC) to the Chanpl ain Hudson Power Express, Inc.

(CHPElI'). She proposed the foll ow ng notion:
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The Adi rondack Park Agency Menbers and Desi gnees

aut horize the Executive Director to execute, on behal f of
t he Agency, the Governance Agreenent for the Hudson River
and Lake Chanpl ai n Habitat Enhancenent, Restoration, and
Resear ch/ Habi tat | nprovenent Project Trust, upon approval
of the Ofice of the Attorney CGeneral and the State
Comptrol ler, or upon notification that no such approval
IS required.

The nmotion follows on the Public Service Conm ssion’s

i ssuance of a Certificate of Environnental Conpatibility
and Public Need to Chanpl ain Hudson Power Express, Inc.
(CHPEI') on April 18, 2013, which provides for the Hudson
Ri ver and Lake Chanpl ai n Habi tat Enhancenent,
Restoration, and Research/ Habitat |nprovenment Project
Trust for the purposes of protecting and inproving
aquatic habitats and fisheries resources in the Hudson
Ri ver Estuary, the Harlem and East Rivers, Lake
Chanplain, and their tributaries.

M. Way so noved and M. Hooker seconded the notion.

Prior to voting, Agency Counsel Jim Townsend commended Seni or
Attorney Beth Phillips for her intense engagenent throughout this
process. He advised that the Settl enent Agreenent that was reached
in this matter and the Governance Agreenent are expected to becone
public through the PSC sonetine next week. Oher involved state
agenci es i nclude DEC, DOS and OPRHP

M. Stegemann stated that the matter had not yet been di scussed
within DEC, and that he would be voting as a nenber of the Agency
and to provide flexibility for the Agency to act at the appropriate
tine.

Chai rwoman U rich called the question, which passed unani nously.

2. Comm ttee Reports

a. State Land Conmittee

(1) Witeface Mountain Unit Managenent Pl an Amendnent

M. Booth noted an infornmational presentation by ORDA staff on a
proposed anendnent to the Whiteface Mountain UVP.
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(2) Essex Chain of Lakes/Indian River Tracts C assification
Alternatives and Draft SEQR Docunent s/ Suppl enental Programmtic
ElI'S

On notion of M. Booth, seconded by M. Craig, the Agency voted
unani nously to accept the DSEIS and to authorize staff to proceed to
public notice and public hearing on the draft SEQR docunents and the
alternatives as presented in the DSElS.

b. Regul atory Prograns Committee

M. Mezzano reported that staff provided an update on cell tower
permt applications currently under review at the Agency.

C. Local Governnent Services Committee

M. Thomas reported that the Commttee had a conprehensive

di scussi on of the 16'" Annual Local Governnent Day Conference held
April 24-25 in Lake Placid. He welconmed suggestions for next year’s
conf er ence.

d. Legal Affairs Commttee

M. Way noted informational reports by staff on the referral
process for jurisdictional inquiries and the status of the Agency
consensus rul e maki ng.

e. Par k Ecol ogy Conm ttee

M. Valentino comended the DEC staff presentation on use of the
aquatic herbicide, Renovate® OIF, in State-owned water bodies
outside the Park. The presentation was yet anot her rem nder that
this continues to be an ongoi ng issue.

3. | nteri m Reports

The Adm ni stration, Econom c, Enforcenent, Park Policy and Pl anni ng,
and Public Awareness and Conmuni cations commttees did not neet this
month. Monthly reports for sonme of these commttees were included
in the mailing.

a. Econom c Affairs Commttee

On notion of M. Hooker, seconded by M. Mezzano, the Commttee
unani nously approved the draft neeting mnutes of April 11, 2013.

b. Park Policy and Planning Commttee

On notion of M. Thomas, seconded by M. Valentino, the Conmttee
unani nously approved the draft neeting mnutes of April 11, 20183.
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4. Publ i ¢ Comrent

Robert d ennon referred to inconsistencies in recent newspaper
articles regarding Witeface and the Bicknell Thrush, and requested
clarification fromthe Agency.

Dani el Plum ey commended the tree planting honoring R chard Law ence
and the comments about his governnent career, |eadership and | egacy;
he noted M. Lawence’ s involvenent in civil society and his great
support for the not-for-profit comunity including the environnental
sector. M. Plunmey also offered several suggested topics for
future Agency di al ogue.

5. Local Governnent Revi ew Board Conmment

Local Governnent Revi ew Board Executive Director Fred Mnroe
commented on the classification process for the former Finch Pruyn
| ands. He noted a possible inconsistency between the APA Act and
the State Land Master Plan, with Section 801 recognizing | ocal
government concerns and the Master Plan giving paranount inportance
to resource considerations to the exclusion of |ocal governnent
concerns. He asked which one governed in the event of such

i nconsi stency.

6. Menmber Conmment

Agency Menbers commended the presentations on the state | and
classification presentation and the substantial work that had been
achi eved by Agency and DEC state | ands staff and the w de range of
alternatives for consideration. Also recognized was the work by
Agency | ocal governnment staff and DEC public affairs staff on Local
Gover nnment Day.

M . Hooker added that the Governor’s Tourism Summit on May 8 nmde it
easy to imagine the possibilities.

M. Stegemann comrented that the state | and classification process
was a great opportunity to work together with | ocal governnent and
the public in finding the best option for this new asset.

M. Booth conplinmented Scott Ki shbaugh’s presentation and suggested a
future session be organized, to include a group of experts like M.

Ki shbaugh, with prepared questions and answers. He noted the
uncertainty surroundi ng pesticide use, which is an ongoi ng,
conplicated and largely scientific issue.

Ms. Martino acknow edged the Agency’s conplinents to State | and
pl anning staff. She noted the high | evel of coordination between
Agency and DEC staff, and the extensive work and preparation that
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has gone into this process since the Governor’s announcenent | ast
year, and | ooked forward to bringing it back to the Agency in August
or Septenber. M. Mrtino al so acknow edged conplinments to | ocal
government staff, and commented on the sea change anong Adi rondack
communities in their appreciation and understandi ng regarding the
val ue of Forest Preserve. She also conmmended ORDA on their

di scussion of the Bicknell’s Thrush nonitoring and the energency
comuni cations portion of the Whiteface Muwuntain UVP.

Chai rwoman U rich called attention to the Adirondack Research
Consortium neeti ng next week, which prom sed discussion of issues
rel evant to the Agency. She also noted her participation, at the
invitation of DEC Conm ssioner Martens and Regional Director Bob
Stegemann, in the announcenent of the State’s purchase of the Cat
and Thomas Muntains and East River Road tracts in the Town of
Bolton. She noted the Local Governnent Review Board s nonthly
nmeeting that was held August 24 at the Agency’s headquarters. She
al so highlighted the phenonenal work on Local Governnment Day. She
acknow edged there was a nmaj or change within communities in the
Park, who are now expressing a willingness to |isten and consider a
better way of doing things and protecting the assets within their
communi ties. The Chai rwoman al so comented regardi ng the Witeface
Mount ai n UMP anmendnent, and her wi sh for greater support for
additional followup on the Bicknell’s Thrush, including their

wi ntering grounds in the Dom nican Republic. Finally, she
reiterated the three greatest threats identified at Cormon G ound -
acid rain, invasive species, and climte change — and a fourth
threat of poverty. As pointed out by M. Booth and AATV Presi dent
Brian Towers and | ocal governnent, people affected by poverty are
not thinking about the environnent.

7. Adj our nnent

The Agency unani nously adjourned at 11:50 a. m

LCU TDM da

At tachment s:
Surmmary - Tree Planting in Honor of Richard Law ence
Summary - Community Spotlight: Town of Queensbury, Warren County
Power Poi nt Presentation — Community Spotlight: Town of Queensbury

Leilani Crafts U rich, Chai rwoman
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Summary

Tree Planting in Honor of Richard Law ence

Chai rwoman U rich presided over a tribute to former Agency Chairman
Ri chard Lawence with the planting of a Sugar Maple tree in the
Agency’s arboretum M. Lawence served as the Agency’s first

chai rman from 1971 to 1975, guiding the Agency through its formative
years. Forner colleagues provided remarks including Peter Paine,

Ri chard Booth, Richard Persico, Ceorge Nagle, Robert d ennon
WIlliam Curran, and Gary Duprey. Anong the comments nmade, M.
Lawrence was referred to as a tower of strength and trenendous

di plomat, as well as a quiet and reserved man who | ed the Agency
with strength and dignity during sone turbulent tinmes. |In addition
to his work with the Agency, M. Lawence was al so a strong advocate
of environnental education and was devoted to a nunber of conmunity
projects and organi zations throughout the North Country.
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Summary
Community Spotlight: Town of Queensbury, Warren County

Ronal d Montesi, Sr., Supervisor of the Town of Queensbury, was the
featured Community Spotlight speaker. Supervisor Mntesi, assisted
by Craig Brown and Stuart Baker of the Town’s Community Devel opnent
Departnent, presented an overvi ew of Queensbury including its

hi story, denographics, |and use planning and devel opnent, tourism
and econony.

The Town responded to questions from Agency Menbers and Desi ghees.
They expl ai ned aspects of the Queensbury South Vision Plan, which is
conposed of the Brownfield Opportunity Area (BOA) Study and Loca
Waterfront Revitalization Plan (LWRP), both of which are funded with
grants fromthe NYS Departnent of State. The Vision Plan is a
strategy for the redevel opnment of the South Queensbury nei ghborhood
and the former Ciba-Geigy industrial site. The brownfield site is
part of the G ba-Ceigy property and has been classified by DEC as a
cl ass 2 hazardous waste site. The study area is conprised of

equal |y divided acreage of commercial, residential, industrial,
vacant and public sector |land uses. The work produced fromthe BOA
Study will be used in the devel opnment of a Vision Plan that w |l

focus on the reuse of the Hudson River waterfront, while the LWRP
w Il focus on specific redevel opnent opportunities. Because the
areas overlap, the BOA and LWRP are being done concurrently to
ensure a shared revitalization vision for the study area.

The Town was al so asked about water supply for the properties al ong
Lake CGeorge and advi sed that nost of themdraw their water from
wells, while others draw directly fromthe |ake. Additionally, a
package treatnment plant, which is open seasonally fromMay 1 to
Cctober 12, using Lake George water serves 48 honmes. Wth regard to
sewage treatnent, all are on individual septic systenms. The Town
recei ved a $100, 000 grant through DEC which it had planned to use
formseptic tank districts and provi de assistance with septic tank
punp-outs. The proposal was not warmy received by one particul ar
group. Fortunately, with the help of the Fund for Lake George,

di vers found algae growng in the water in front of 35 of 80 hones.
The Fund then gathered data on the honmes (i.e., when building permt
was issued, how often septic tank is punped). The Town hopes the
first group will eventually be receptive to the proposal.

The Town al so noted the significant sales tax revenue generated by
the two Wal Mart Super Centers at Exit 19 and on the border with
Washi ngton County.
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When asked if it had seen anynore growth within its in-Park
communities in the last four years since the conpletion of the

Adi rondack Park Regional Assessnent Project, the Town indicated |ess
growh in the in-Park areas which are primarily |akefront and ridge
line. There has been an abundance of apartnent/townhouse

devel opnent, serving primarily as workforce housing.

In response to a question about interpretive/ educational use of the
extensive wetland area south of Dunhami s Bay, the Town responded
that the area did not see nmuch activity.

The Town al so confirmed that the traffic roundabout was a very
ef fective design.

Chai rwoman U rich asked how t he Agency m ght be of assistance to the
Town. Supervisor Montesi noted the Town's efforts to inprove
communi cations with the Agency. He recalled the Town’ s experience
with the Agency in 2002 and described it as an onerous process that

i nvol ved 23 pages of comrent, and noted inprovenent since that tine.

Chai rwoman U rich conmended the Town’ s presentation and presented
Supervisor Montesi with a certificate of appreciation.



