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Agenda:

• Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act 
• Clean Energy Intro
• NYSERDA Programs and Funding
• Permitting, Interconnection, Site Selection
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Introduction
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Jennifer Manierre, Clean Energy Siting
cleanenergyhelp@nyserda.ny.gov

Tracy Darougar, Build-Ready
buildready@nyserda.ny.gov

Clean Energy Siting Team: 
www.nyserda.ny.gov/Siting

Build-Ready Team:
www.nyserda.ny.gov/build-ready

http://www.nyserda.ny.gov/Siting
http://www.nyserda.ny.gov/build-ready
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Electricity Sector Goals:
– 70% Renewable 

Electricity by 2030
– 100% Emissions-Free 

Grid by 2040

Technology-Specific Goals:
• 10,000 MW Distributed Solar by 2030*
• 9,000 MW Offshore Wind by 2035
• 1,500 MW Energy Storage by 2025; 

3,000 MW by 2030

Source: Patterns and Trends -
New York State Energy Profile (NYSERDA)
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The Climate Leadership and Community 
Protection Act (Climate Act)
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Source: Patterns and Trends -
New York State Energy Profile (NYSERDA)
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The Climate Leadership and Community 
Protection Act (Climate Act)
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Clean Energy Siting Team

Ask the team a question by 
emailing 

cleanenergyhelp@nyserda.ny.gov
Complete a technical 

assistance request form

Access the Clean 
Energy Guidebooks 
and other resources! 

www.nyserda.ny.gov/Siting

mailto:cleanenergyhelp@nyserda.ny.gov
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Clean Energy Intro: Solar Energy 

Solar Photovoltaics (PV) vs. Concentrated Solar Power (CSP) vs. Solar Thermal
Types of Solar PV installations:

– Residential
– Commercial

- Community Solar
– Utility-Scale

Ground-Mounted Solar
– 5-7 acres per MW
– 100-200 homes per MW

“Behind the Meter”
Rooftop or Ground-Mounted

“Front of the Meter”
Ground-Mounted
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Community Solar: How it Works
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Community Solar in New York
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Clean Energy Intro: Energy Storage 
System Components:

– Cells -> Modules -> Racks
– Battery Management System (BMS)

Installation Types:
– Residential
– Commercial
– Utility-Scale

Details/Purposes:
– Often paired with 

intermittent renewables
– Backup power
– “Energy arbitrage”
– Grid upgrade deferrals
– Grid services

“Behind the Meter”

“Front of the Meter”
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Large-Scale Clean Energy Progress in NY to Date
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Since 2018:

Over 100 projects

13,000+ MW
2021 solicitation awarded 22 large-scale 
solar and energy storage projects across 
New York, totaling over 2,400 MW of new 
renewable capacity and 159 MW of 
energy storage



12

RECs
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What’s a REC?
• RECs are derived from the energy production of megawatt-

hour (MWh) by RES-eligible electric generation sources which first 
entered commercial operation on or after January 1, 2015. 

• NYSERDA Solitician process can result in long term contracts to 
purchase RECs from qualified developers.

What technology is covered? 
The CLCPA defines renewable energy systems as “systems that 
generate electricity or thermal energy through use of the following 
technologies”
• Solar,
• on land and offshore wind, 
• hydroelectric, 
• geothermal electric,
• geothermal ground source heat, 
• tidal energy, wave energy, ocean thermal, and,
• fuel cells which do not utilize a fossil fuel resource in the process 

of generating electricity.

https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/-
/media/Project/Nyserda/Files/Programs/Clean-Energy-
Standard/Eligibility-Certification-Guidelines.pdf

https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/-/media/Project/Nyserda/Files/Programs/Clean-Energy-Standard/Eligibility-Certification-Guidelines.pdf
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Clean Energy Progress in ADK Park
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Permit Approved and Project Operational
• 2 MW, Saranac Lake Community Solar, Harrietstown, NY: 

https://saranaclakesolar.com/
• 2.7 MW Commercial Solar Project, Johnsburg, NY 

https://www.barton.com/clean-energy-solar-farm/
• 1.3 MW, Johnsburg, NY

Permit Application Approved and Project Devt Progressing
• 7.5 MW Community Solar Project, Town of Moriah
• 20 MW Solar Project, Town of Ticonderoga, East Light 

Partners, Estimated COD: 2024
• 6.5 MW Solar Project, Town of Ticonderoga, SolarPark

Energy
Not Shown:
• 5 MW Solar Project, Town of Ticonderoga, Pivot Energy

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsaranaclakesolar.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7CJennifer.Manierre%40nyserda.ny.gov%7C59057d72104b454ac8c108da4d669cf5%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C637907400352115418%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dAsFulFS5tdaCf4sQjN9mF2JofWsxtlTiWzxxg9bo%2Fo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.barton.com%2Fclean-energy-solar-farm%2F&data=05%7C01%7CJennifer.Manierre%40nyserda.ny.gov%7C59057d72104b454ac8c108da4d669cf5%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C637907400352271584%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BzvYDGVrTlXvEbppGZnbomC8m69jw0gQPQncnvaltMs%3D&reserved=0
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Large-Scale Clean Energy Progress in NY to Date
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https://data.ny.gov/Energy-
Environment/Large-scale-Renewable-
Projects-Reported-by-NYSERDA/dprp-55ye

https://data.ny.gov/Energy-Environment/Large-scale-Renewable-Projects-Reported-by-NYSERDA/dprp-55ye
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NYISO Interconnection Queue
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https://www.nyiso.com/interconnections

https://www.nyiso.com/interconnections
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NYISO Interconnection Queue
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NY-Sun Initiative

Self-
Sustaining 

Market

Statewide 
Goal of 10 

GW
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Distributed Solar Progress in NY to Date
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https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-
Programs/NY-Sun/Solar-Data-
Maps/Statewide-Projects

https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/NY-Sun/Solar-Data-Maps/Statewide-Projects
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SIR Queue for Distributed Generation
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https://www3.dps.ny.go
v/W/PSCWeb.nsf/All/28
6D2C179E9A5A8385257
FBF003F1F7E?OpenDoc
ument

https://www3.dps.ny.gov/W/PSCWeb.nsf/All/286D2C179E9A5A8385257FBF003F1F7E?OpenDocument
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SIR Queue for Distributed Generation
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Processes for regulating/permitting clean energy development will 
vary based on size and type of the installation. 

For solar/wind:
• Projects < 25 MW: Permitted at local level 

(SEQR, municipal requirements)
• Projects > 25 MW: Permitted at State level 

(Article 10, Office of Renewable Energy Siting [ORES]) 
• Projects between 20 – 25 MW:

May opt-in to State-level siting process through ORES

For energy storage:
• Projects paired (or “co-located”) with large-scale 

renewable generators: Permitted at State level 
• Projects not paired with large-scale generators: Permitted at local level

Permitting Clean Energy in NYS
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Project Revenue Comparison – DER vs. LSR

• Generally, DERs receive higher 
compensation rates (through VDER) 
than LSR projects (participation in 
NYISO wholesale markets)

• While compensation rates are higher 
for DER, generating capacity is 
significantly lower

• Compensation is based on project 
location (utility territory or NYISO zone)

 $-

 $0.02

 $0.04

 $0.06

 $0.08

 $0.10

 $0.12

Community Solar Project
VDER Compensation ($/kWh)

LSR Wholesale Compensation
($/kWh)

SAMPLE VDER Compensation vs 
Wholesale, NYISO Zone A ($/kWh) 

Energy value Capacity value
Environmental value Demand reduction value
Locational system relief value Community Credit
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Community Benefits

• Host Community Benefit Program
• Host Community Agreements
• Taxation and Tax Department Assessment Methodology
• Payments-In-Lieu-Of-Taxes (PILOTs) - RPTL 487 or IDA
• NYSERDA’s Build-Ready Program

https://documents.dps.ny.gov/public/MatterManagement/CaseMaster.aspx?Mattercaseno=20-E-0249
https://www.tax.ny.gov/research/property/renewable-appraisal.htm
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Construct, Own, & Operate

Competitive Sale & Transfer to Project Developer

Engineering & Design

Interconnection

Environmental Permitting

Community Engagement & Benefits

Site Control

Site Screening, Identification, and Further Assessment

Project Development
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25

Interconnection and Siting
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Interconnection and Siting
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Brownfields / Landfills / Repurposed Lands
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1) Protect Prime Farmland and Farmland of Statewide 
Importance. Municipalities can choose options to 
address their specific concerns.

2) Follow the construction requirements of the New York 
State Department of Agriculture and Markets.

3) Provide native perennial vegetation and foraging habitat 
beneficial to game birds, songbirds, and pollinators. 

Agricultural Resource Protection
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Agricultural Resource Protection
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NYSERDA’s Model Local Solar Law:

• Decommissioning is required when a system 
is abandoned, and/or not producing electricity 
for a period of 1 year.

• Applicant shall provide a decommissioning 
plan that includes the cost and time of 
removing the Solar Energy System, and the 
plan to repair damage caused to the property.

• Financial security

Decommissioning
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NYSERDA offers local governments free one-on-one assistance on: 
1. Adopting a Payment-In-Lieu-Of-Taxes (PILOT) law and agreement

2. Completing the SEQR process for large solar installations

3. Planning and Zoning for Solar 
• Adopting a Model Solar Energy Law 
• Siting PV in Agricultural Districts and agricultural areas 
• Updating master plans and zoning regulations

4. Municipal Solar Procurement

5. Permitting and Inspections
• Adopting and implementing the Unified Solar Permit
• Technical consulting to relieve administrative burdens

Technical Assistance for Local Governments
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Thank you

For additional questions, please contact me at: 

cleanenergyhelp@nyserda.ny.gov
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