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Introduction  
The Accessibility Advisory Committee (Committee) is a group of individuals, organizations and 
representatives of people with disabilities, committed to advancing goals that raise awareness of access 
for people with disabilities. The Committee was formed to provide assistance, advice and guidance to the 
Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the Adirondack Park Agency (APA) on issues of 
relevance to persons with disabilities. The Committee promotes the principles of Universal Design 
to ensure access to services, programs and activities in the most inclusive setting.  

The function of the Committee, in advising the DEC and APA, shall include, but not be limited to:  

 1. Evaluating the accessibility of services, programs and activities to ensure equal access for people with 
disabilities;  

2. Providing advice on developing accessibility policy and guidance which supports the elimination of 
physical and attitudinal barriers;  

3. Reviewing and providing advice on management plans, rules, regulations and policies during their 
development and periodic update processes;  

 4. Reviewing and providing advice on amendments to the Adirondack and Catskill Park State Land Master 
Plans, within the context of responsibilities under the Americans with Disabilities Act and NYS Human 
Rights Law;  

5. Providing advice and assistance with staff training through site visits and participation in training 
workshops.  

6. Advising on outreach efforts to the public regarding outdoor recreation opportunities for people with 
disabilities.  

This public comment is the result of the Committee exercising its duties under point 4 related 
to providing advice on amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan (APSLMP).    

Response to Proposed Amendments  
The Committee supports the proposed amendments to the APSLMP falling under the category of 
Accessibility. These proposed amendments appropriately require the APA and DEC to consider 
accessibility and access to and enjoyment of state lands by disabled people based on federal law and 
regulation.   

The proposed amendments acknowledge that the State, as an entity subject to Title II of the Americans 
with Disabilities Act, has an obligation to allow disabled people to use Other Power-Driven Mobility 
Devices (OPDMDs) as an accommodation. Fortunately, federal regulation provides guidance to the State 
on how to make these allowances and under what limited circumstances certain OPDMDs may not be 
permitted. The Committee will continue working with the State to ensure that its policies uphold 
individuals’ civil rights under the law as it pertains to OPDMDs and that the assessments to determine 
whether an OPDMD can be accommodated are properly conducted.  



Additional Considerations  
The proposed amendments incorporate established definitions and obligations related to the use of 
Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) by people with mobility disabilities to access and enjoy 
state lands. The Committee has two initial recommendations for the implementation of these definitions 
and standards.   

1. The APA and DEC should update Commissioner’s Policy 3 Motor Vehicle Access for People with 
Disabilities for the Use of State Land (CP-3). The CP-3 currently only contemplates the use of 
motor vehicles, both with and without 4WD, and ATVs on CP-3 routes. The CP-3 should also 
contemplate the potential use of OPDMDs on CP-3 routes, in accordance with accepted 
standards for the use of OPDMDs. We recognize this might be accomplished in different ways (for 
example, by updating CP-3 or writing CP-3 into a statewide policy on OPDMDs) and will work with 
the agencies using the best method(s).  

2. The use of certain mobility devices like OPDMDs is critical to physically disabled peoples’ access 
and enjoyment. While the law guides states on accessibility and accommodations, the actual task 
of engaging with the disabled public to provide accommodations can be handled in different 
ways by state employees. We recognize that handling reasonable accommodations by 
communicating with each disabled individual seeking to use an OPDMD as an accommodation 
can be burdensome to State agencies and inherently create barriers to access to disabled people. 
Furthermore, the U.S. Department of Justice recommends that “covered entities are encouraged 
to develop written policies specifying which kinds of OPDMDs will be permitted and where and 
when they will be permitted, based on [specific] assessment factors.” By way of example, the 
Department of Justice “expects that devices such as Segways® can be accommodated in most 
circumstances. The Department also expects that, in most circumstances, people with disabilities 
using ATVs and other combustion engine-driven devices may be prohibited indoors and in 
outdoor areas with heavy pedestrian traffic.” Having written policies that address which kinds of 
OPDMDs will be permitted where and when can relieve burden on the State and reduce barriers 
for disabled people. Therefore, we urge the APA and DEC to develop a long-range plan for access 
using OPDMDs.  

Closing 
The Committee intends to continue providing advice to the DEC and APA on accessibility policy, especially 
the implementation of policies related to the use of OPDMDs. We urge the DEC and APA to work with the 
Committee and others to craft statewide policy that protects our natural lands and also the rights of 
disabled people to access them. We thank the agencies for the opportunity to comment. 

Sincerely, 

The Accessibility Advisory Committee  

https://www.ada.gov/resources/opdmds/


  Association on Aging in New York  
515 Broadway STE 402, Albany NY 12207 

Phone: (518) 449-7080 | Fax: (518) 449-7055 
www.agingny.org 

 

   
 

Dear Adirondack Park Agency c/o Megan Phillips: 
 
The Association on Aging in New York represents the 59 area agencies on aging across New 
York State. The mission of the Association is to support and enhance the capacity of New 
York's local Area Agencies on Aging and to work in collaboration with the aging network to 
promote independence, preserve dignity, and advocate on the behalf of aging New Yorkers 
and their families. As area agencies on aging operate at the county or tribal reservation level, a 
number of area agencies on aging serve people living in the Adirondack Park, and all of the 
area agencies on aging serve people who may want to visit the Adirondack Park.  
We applaud the inclusion of all of the amendments related to Accessibility in the Adirondack 
Park State Lank Master Plan. As our members are tasked with serving older adults and 
caregivers with disabilities, it is important to include accessibility in everything we do. Likewise, 
we believe other planning documents like the Master Plan for Aging should include priorities to 
ensure disabled older adults and caregivers can recreate and enjoy the outdoors. We 
recognize that accessibility extends to allowing people to use the mobility devices they need, 
and this includes Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices under the law. Area agencies on aging 
provide numerous services and encourage older adults and caregivers to make use of the 
resources in their community, which might include beautiful public lands that promote physical 
and mental well-being. Older adults and caregivers can only fully enjoy these resources if 
accessibility is a priority and proper policies to promote inclusion are in place.    
 
Furthermore, the number of older New Yorkers is growing rapidly, and we know that while 
some people age with a disability, many people acquire disabilities later in life. So, more 
people overall will benefit from good planning going forward.  
 
Thank you for accepting public comment on proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park 
State Land Master Plan.  
 

 
Rebecca Preve 
Executive Director 
Association on Aging in New York 
 

~~<l­
AGiN"G 
in New York 



Comments regarding 2024 Proposed Amendments to the APSLMP 
 
I am writing to urge the APA to add an amendment to the SLMP to allow for the development 
of backcountry ski zones. The amendment should include a definition of “backcountry ski trail” 
for downhill travel and “skin track” for uphill travel. The Adirondack Powder Skier Association, 
spearheaded by Ron Konowitz, has been advocating for approval for open woods ski trails 
(a.k.a. glades) in the forest preserve since 2011. There has been little progress over the years, 
even though ski touring is listed as a compatible use on page 29. The excuse has been that 
approval would require an amendment to the SLMP, yet backcountry ski trails are omitted in 
the latest proposed amendment.  
 
Ski touring in the backcountry has grown significantly in recent years. The ski industry has 
responded by developing skis, boots, bindings, and climbing skins specifically for accessing 
backcountry ski zones. Another reason for the increase in numbers is the high cost of lift tickets 
to ski at alpine resorts.  
 
There is a long history of skiing in the Adirondacks. It is more popular than ever. Currently, 
there are few designated ski trails in the forest preserve. It is time to acknowledge that 
backcountry skiing is a conforming use and to allow for development of safe ski trails for 
winter-only use. This will provide skiers the option to ski in the woods instead of skiing slides 
which can be dangerous due to avalanche potential. When done correctly, very few trees are 
cut. Most of the cutting is to remove lateral branches in the lower canopy and removing 
blowdown hazards. None of the material is removed from the site, rather it is laid down on the 
forest floor.  
 
The APSLMP states on page 1, “Human use and enjoyment of those lands should be permitted 
and encouraged, so long as the resources in their physical and biological context as well as their 
social or psychological aspects are not degraded.” I believe that backcountry ski trails meet this 
requirement. Planning is an on-going process. The APSLMP should adapt to changes in 
recreational uses and accommodate the public’s desire for improvements to allow for safe, 
well-designed ski trails on forest preserve lands. 
 
Other northeastern states have embraced the creation of glades on public and private lands to 
accommodate backcountry skiers. Land managers have worked with organizations such as 
Ridgeline Outdoor Collective (a chapter of the Catamount Trail) in Vermont and Granite Land 
Alliance in New Hampshire and Maine to provide well-designed ski trails that are low impact. 
Sustainability of forest ecosystem is ensured using best practices under supervision of 
professional land managers. These efforts have been popular and are considered a success 
without negative impacts. There is no legitimate reason this model should not be duplicated in 
the Adirondack Park. 
 
If the APA continues to ignore the need for backcountry ski touring trails, it will only encourage 
people to act on their own by creating unsanctioned trails without the proper oversight of 
forestland managers.  



 
I applaud the APA for adding bicycle trails to the list of conforming structures and 
improvements is Wild Forest.  
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Paul Capone 
Vermontville, NY 
 



 

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning 
Adirondack Park Agency 
PO Box 99 
Ray Brook, NY 12977 

Hello Megan, 

I am writing my comment letter as a private citizen. I should note that I served in 
your position as Deputy Director for Planning for ten years from 2002 to 2012. 
When I served in this position we only did technical updates to the State Land 
Master Plan which were focused on updates to area descriptions and similar 
revisions to correct dates.  At no time did we engage in substantive changes. 
Another very important item that I was directly involved with were regular updates 
to Memorandum of Understanding on a variety of issues from steps needed to 
determining State Land Master Plan compliance to a range of other activities 
including non-native species management. 

As the current review of the Master Plan is focused on proposed recent revisions, I 
am submitting my comments on the new proposed amendments only. My 
comments are as follows: 

1.    The Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan and the Final Programmatic 
Environmental Impact Statement both state the following: 

If there is a unifying theme to the classification system, it is that the protection and 
preservation of the natural resources of the State lands within the Park should be 
paramount. Human use and enjoyment of those lands should be permitted and 
encouraged, so long as the resources in their physical and biological context and 
their psychological aspects are not degraded.  

The Programmatic EIS goes on to reiterate text found in the Temporary Study 
Commission Report on the Future of the Adirondacks, stating that: Such a plan 
must ensure that day-to-day decisions do not allow for intrusions upon the wild 
forest character of the Adirondacks. In no case should any classification scheme 
for the Adirondack Forest Preserve allow for categories where the management of 
Forest Preserve land is less stringent than that allowed for in the Constitution.  

Both of these documents stress the need for protection and preservation of the 
natural resources of State lands within the Park and further that in no cases should 



management of the Adirondack Forest Preserve be less stringent than that allowed 
in Article XIV of the State Constitution.  

Therefore allowing increased motorized access within the Adirondack Park is 
contrary to both the Programmatic FEIS and the Stat Land Master Plan’s provision. 
This is especially true when adequate provisions for People with Disabilities have 
already been made in various locations within the Park pursuant to the Galusha 
decision.  

Furthermore, under the discussion of Wilderness classification, the FPEIS states:  

Public use of motor vehicles, motorized equipment and aircraft is prohibited. Use 
of the above is allowable for specific major maintenance projects, the removal of 
non-conforming structures with the specific approval of the Commissioner of 
Environmental Conservation and in cases of actual and ongoing emergencies such 
as search and rescue operations, forest fires or large scale contamination of 
streams. The 748 Wilderness lakes and ponds of the Adirondack Forest Preserve 
amount to 19,000 acres of water surface. Adirondack lakes and ponds on which 
public motorized use is permitted total 110,000 acres of surface water, not 
including Lake Champlain. Thus, 83% of publicly-useable Adirondack lake/pond 
surface is open to motors, while only 17% is reserved for wilderness uses.  

Thus the FPEIS stresses the need to preserve wilderness at the same time noting 
the large acreage that allows for motorized use within the Park. It also includes 
reference to the Wild, Scenic & Recreational Rivers Act of 1975 which provides 
additional motorized access to most of these riverine systems. It also emphasizes 
the ability of People with Disabilities to access areas by motorized use from water 
bodies as well as other motor vehicles where roads exist and provide easy access. 
Although the acreage available today may be lowered somewhat, it is still 
substantial and easily accessible.  

The FPEIS states the following regarding Wild Forest lands. It notes that these 
lands allow for motorized use to close to 2,000,000 acres (at the time) to provide 
elderly & handicapped access recreational opportunities: 

Resources which allow a somewhat higher level of human use which does not 
degrade resource quality while retaining a wild character are classified as Wild 
Forest. Snowmobiling, motor boating, motor vehicle use on existing public roads 
and use of aircraft are permitted where such use will not adversely impact the 
natural resources quality and wild forest character of the area. Ranger cabins and 
fire towers are also permitted within this classification . . . Wild Forest lands often 



exhibit a character similar to Wilderness. Motorized access on designated trails 
and roads affords the elderly or handicapped the opportunity to enjoy remote 
recreational experiences on over 1,198,000 acres of land classified as Wild Forest.  

2.    Adequacy of EIS 

The Full Environmental Assessment Form Part 3 has some peculiar language, 
seemingly trying to minimize, if not ignore, potential environmental impacts under 
the section on “Altering & Addition of Definitions”. The FPEIS is quoted there as 
follows “Altering a definition is usually an insignificant action.” FPEIS at 44”. 
This is followed by “The proposed amendments include additional definitions for 
the following: beaver control structure, other power driven mobility device 
(OPDMD), and wheelchair. See Redline at 19, 21, 23 . . . The added definitions for 
OPDMDs and wheelchairs are consistent with applicable laws and regulations 
and necessary to integrate accessibility standards into Park planning and 
management . . . The proposed additions and clarifying changes to the existing 
definitions in the APSLMP are consistent with the guidelines of the FPEIS and 
serve to enhance the understanding of the APSLMP for both the public and land 
managers. For these reasons, these proposed amendments will not result in any 
significant adverse environmental impacts.”  

Frankly, I do not agree in any way, shape or form with this nonsense. In trying to 
increase motorized access, the EIS tries to turn the State Land Master Plan upside-
down and backwards. It is beyond ludicrous to determine that expanded motorized 
use within the Forest Preserver will not have any significant adverse environmental 
impact! In a phrase – you have got to be kidding? If anything, it underscores the 
absurdity in the text of the Conclusion of the FEIS which indicates how important 
it is for the SLMP to preserve & protect the natural resources of the Park. If the 
Agency believes that the FEIS  “should serve to decrease the magnitude, 
importance, duration, and scale of any potential future adverse negative impacts 
that could result within the Park” or that the “2024 proposed amendments will 
increase environmental protection and improve resource management”, I simply 
ask where is the analysis? I saw nothing in the FEIS that even hints at any sort of 
negative impact. 

3.    Definition of Other Power Driven Mobility Devices 

In the new section on “Accessibility”, it states “The DEC is responsible for 
interpreting federal regulations and guidance to determine where the use of Other 
Power Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) may be appropriate.” 



I hope this is simply taken from the corresponding sections of Federal & State law 
and does not mean that DEC has the ability or responsibility to determine where 
any mobility devices are appropriate within the Adirondack Park. The Adirondack 
Park Agency has primary responsibility for interpreting the State Land Master Plan 
in consultation with DEC. Where disputes exist & are not easily solved then 
existing MOU’s provide guidance on ways to resolve disagreements.  

But why add this definition at all?  There is major concern about the open-ended 
nature of the term “Other Power Driven Mobility Devices”. Do they include 
vehicles such as electric scooters, golf carts, ATVs, and Segways. None of these 
devices would be suitable for any trails on Forest Preserve lands and some, if not 
all, are not suitable for Forest Preserve roads. The lack of thought put into such a 
far-ranging proposal is troubling at best. It also seems to conflict with Article XIV 
of the NYS Constitution since no litigation, or even AG opinion, has ever clarified 
the use of motor vehicles on Forest Preserve trails.  

4.    Carrying Capacity & Visitor Use Management  - new text on page 11 of proposed 
revisions to SLMP 

The revised text is helpful but also somewhat misleading. The phrase “Levels of 
time and resources to fulfill this commitment should be proportional to the 
significance of  impacts” raises concerns that DEC will not be required to do 
carrying capacity assessments in all UMP’s. Although there are some units which 
may be underutilized, planning and mitigation for any & all overused areas should 
be a priority. Carrying capacity and visitor use studies are not “rocket science”. 
They have been used at the Federal level for many years and very successfully. 
The last thing that DEC needs is another excuse not to be proactive with UMP 
planning such as those already completed in Acadia National Park and Arches 
National Park.  

I also think it is important for this section to mention direct techniques such as 
time/entry reservation systems & user separation techniques in overcrowded areas.  
Innovative approaches should be highlighted rather than ignored to provide readers 
with a broader understanding of Visitor Use Management.  

 

 

 



 

5.    Climate Change 

I applaud the additions in the proposed revisions to SLMP on Climate Change. 
Adding requirements to UMP development is definitely a step in the right 
direction. There needs to be more attention to encouragement of small-scale energy 
sources throughout the Park. I note that the Citizens Guide produced by the 
Agency does not mention the important role of Energy efficiency for a sustainable 
future. Although it is definitely beyond the scope of SLMP comments, I would ask 
how project review staff incorporates Climate Change & Energy Efficiency into 
project review?  

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. As always, I appreciate the ongoing 
work and dedication of APA staff in working to preserve the resources of the Park.  

Sincerely 

Jim Connolly 

  

 



 

 

 
November 25, 2024 
 
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director for Planning 
NYS Adirondack Park Agency 
P.O. Box 99 
Ray Brook, NY 12977 
 
Re. Additional Comments, Proposed Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan (APSLMP) 
amendments 

Dear Ms. Phillips, 
 
As we have re-read the Agency’s proposed amendments pertaining to Unit Management Plan 
Development, we now wish to augment our earlier letter with additional concerns about Unit 
Management Plan Development and carrying capacity assessments.  
 
Rather than strengthening the Master Plan’s guidance for development of UMPs, the proposed 
additional two paragraphs on page 11 prescribing carrying capacity assessments add little in the 
way of better guidance protective of natural resources. In fact, the final sentence of paragraph 2 
badly weakens the Master Plan’s UMP carrying capacity requirements.  
 
The two proposed new paragraphs on page 11 succeed in diverting attention away from existing 
Master Plan requirements for inventories, assessments, and management objectives in line with 
the Master Plan’s unifying theme of protection of natural resources of the State Lands of the Park. 
For example, 
 

• The APSLMP already requires inventories of resources and analysis of ecosystems; of 
existing facilities for use by the public and managers; of the extent and nature of public use; 
and of the extent and nature of projected public use.  

• APSLMP already requires assessments of the impact of actual public use on such 
ecosystems, and on anticipated impacts on public enjoyment, as well as physical, 
biological, and social carrying capacity of projected future public use, with special attention 
on portions threatened by overuse. 

• APSLMP already sets out management objectives to protect and rehabilitate above-
described resources and ecosystems, and to plan for public use consistent with the 
assessed carrying capacities. 

ADIRONDACK WILD 
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Adding prescriptive language of Visitor Use Management (VUM) in the SLMP amendments is not 
wise because the VUM framework, like the related frameworks of LAC and VERP before it, is not set 
in stone. It may need adjustment in the future. What should not change are the existing APSLMP 
requirements for what UMPs must contain to ensure management consistent with the APSLMP’s 
unifying theme. Therefore, of great concern is the concluding sentence of paragraph 2  that “levels 
of time and resources to fulfill this commitment (of carrying capacity assessments) should be 
proportionate to the significance of impacts.”  
 
With this one sentence, the Agency invites future land managers and administrators the 
opportunity to sidestep carrying capacity assessment work  - including necessary work to establish 
waterbody carrying capacity assessments -  whenever anybody in authority judges that the work is 
out of proportion to alleged insignificant impacts, and therefore not required.   
 
This single sentence undermines fifty years of professional judgements about the significance of 
impacts backed up by existing APSLMP requirements of what UMPs must contain. Rather than 
strengthen UMP development, this sentence weakens the entire structure. The sentence should be 
removed. 
 
Additionally, the amended list of Visitor Use Management strategies concludes on page 11 with 
“building facilities that can accommodate heavy use.”  A strategy as unconditional as this is 
highly inappropriate for inclusion in the APSLMP. The APSLMP’s unifying theme is protection of 
natural resources, not accommodating “heavy use.” The Final Programmatic EIS (FPEIS) for 
Amending the APSLMP clearly prioritizes protection over accommodation of use. For example,  on 
page 30 the FPEIS states “where an overuse problem exists, the creation of a special use zone 
allowing additional facilities in heavily used portions of Wilderness, Primitive, Canoe or 
Wild Forest areas should not be proposed. Dispersal or regulation of use would be a more 
appropriate response to such a problem.” 
 
Furthermore, the NYS Court of Appeals ruling in 2021 stopped DEC from making substantial 
changes to the Forest Preserve and interfering with its natural development more than may be 
necessary to accommodate hikers.  
 
New APSLMP amendments ought to strive to strengthen – and not, as is the case here, weaken the 
APSLMP’s most important directive regarding UMPs: that they should be based on assessments of 
the carrying capacities of each land and water resources, and they should prescribe management 
aimed at ensuring those carrying capacities are not exceeded; and rehabilitating any areas and 
waters whose resources – both natural and experiential – are suffering degradation due to overuse. 
 
Thank you for including our additional comment letter in the comment record. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
David Gibson, Managing Partner 
Adirondack Wild: Friends of the Forest Preserve 
 



P.O. Box 9247 
Niskayuna, NY 12309 
www.adirondackwild.org 
518-469-4081 
 
Cc: Agency Members and Designees 
        Barbara Rice, Executive Director, APA 
        Sean Mahar, Acting Commissioner, DEC 
        Governor Kathy Hochul 
        Executive Chamber 
 
 

http://www.adirondackwild.org/


 

 

 
November 27, 2024 
 
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director for Planning 
NYS Adirondack Park Agency 
P.O. Box 99 
Ray Brook, NY 12977 
 
Re. Third Comment Letter, Proposed Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan (APSLMP) 
amendments 

Dear Ms. Phillips, 
 
During the Agency’s public comment period, Agency and Department staff have made the public 
statement that the proposed APSLMP amendments on Accessibility, including the Motor Vehicle 
definition’s exclusion of Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMD), are made necessary 
because the existing Master Plan “pigeonholes accessible opportunities into certain land 
classifications, and therefore is not reflective of the spirit of the ADA.”  
 
Behind this statement are two false assumptions. First, the agencies are assuming that accessible 
opportunities must be mechanized or motorized to be in the spirit of the ADA;  second, they 
assume that the Master Plan’s 52-year-old restrictions on motorized uses in Wilderness, Primitive, 
and Canoe areas violate the spirit of the ADA.  
 
Neither assumption is true, as pointed out by Janet Zeller, a quadriplegic and former national 
accessibility program manager for the U.S. Forest Service. Ms. Zeller visited New York and advised 
NYS DEC, my organizations, and other Adirondack stakeholders during her time with the U.S. 
Forest Service. She wrote the following in 2008 concerning the National Wilderness Preservation 
System, but her statement applies equally to state-run Wilderness systems, inclusive of New 
York’s Adirondack and Catskill Forest Preserve:  
 
“The National Wilderness Preservation System (NWPS) ensures an opportunity for challenge, 
solitude, and self-renewal for each person who is willing to make the effort it will take to pursue 
those goals. Through the Wilderness Act we all have the right, regardless of ability, to enjoy a 
wilderness experience in an area untrammeled by modern motorized and mechanized civilization. 
The effort it takes each of us to visit a Wilderness area is an essential part of this experience. People 
with a wide range of significant disabilities value their right to that same opportunity to challenge 
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themselves and, thereby, to gain the unique experience wilderness offers, either on their own or 
with the assistance of family or friends.” 
 
Ms. Zeller’s article goes on:  
 
“There are devices that might make it easier for a person who has some limitations to their ability to 
walk long distances or over rough ground. However, the use of such mechanized devices would go 
beyond the minimum necessary requirement. A study by Lais et al. (1992) confirmed that the vast 
majority of people who have disabilities are not seeking to expand mechanized use to make access 
to Wilderness areas easier. Wilderness is not about what is easy, wilderness is about “solitude or a 
primitive and unconfined type of recreation,” as stated in the Wilderness Act, and the challenge it 
takes in order to experience those outcomes. If a person is seeking easier access, there are a wide 
range of other federally managed lands to choose from where motor vehicles are allowed, and yet 
the look and feel of the area may be the same as in the NWPS. The result of adhering to that tightly 
written ADA legal direction within the NWPS, and other areas not designated for motor vehicle use, 
is that the person who is dependent on a mobility device for locomotion is not denied the 
opportunity to enter those areas, and can do so without impinging on the challenge, solitude, and 
self-renewal that wilderness offers to each person seeking that more difficult NWPS recreational 
opportunity. People with disabilities go to wilderness for the same variety of reasons as do people 
without disabilities, including to challenge themselves.” 
 
Ms. Zeller went on to describe and quote a number of persons with disabilities who access 
Wilderness without motorized use:  
 
“Wilderness Inquiry, an outfitter whose motto is bringing people together in the wilderness. All of 
their trips are inclusive, people with and without disabilities working together to reach a common 
goal. That made sense to Kris. She knew that although she couldn’t carry gear, she could help with 
the camp cooking and in other ways. Kris says it takes more effort for a person with a disability to 
overcome the obstacles en route, but “I want to live life and have new experiences. With teamwork 
we all succeed.” The assistance she needed served to bind the group together in a mutual effort to 
ensure they all reached their goal. It is the working together and sharing of the wilderness 
experience that is the highlight for Kris.” 
 
Finally, Ms. Zeller wrote this about the choice people of all abilities make in deciding to enter 
designated Wilderness areas or similar, adjacent areas that are not so designated:  
 
“The different forms of access is the person’s choice. Were he/she allowed to use a motor in the 
Wilderness area, that action would fundamentally alter the wilderness experience. The law (ADA) 
expressly prohibits any fundamental alteration to a program, solely because 
the participant has a disability.” 
 
Ms. Zeller’s quotes are taken from her article “Wilderness and Accessibility,” International Journal 
of Wilderness, April 2008, Volume 14, No. 1.  
 
Thank you for including this additional comment letter in the  comment record. 

 

Sincerely, 



 
 
David Gibson, Managing Partner 
Adirondack Wild: Friends of the Forest Preserve 
 
P.O. Box 9247 
Niskayuna, NY 12309 
www.adirondackwild.org 
518-469-4081 
 
Cc: Agency Members and Designees 
        Barbara Rice, Executive Director, APA 
        Sean Mahar, Acting Commissioner, DEC 
        Governor Kathy Hochul 
        Executive Chamber 
 
 

http://www.adirondackwild.org/


November 25, 2024 
 
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director Planning  
Adirondack Park Agency 
P.O.Box 99 
Ray Brook, NY 12977 
 
 
Dear APA, 
 
The Keene Diversity Advisory Committee advances initiatives and policies that promote 
inclusivity for both residents and visitors. We work to remove barriers for all under-
represented people in order to enhance and market our welcoming spirit. We recognize 
this very spirit in the language regarding accessibility in the APA's 2024 Proposed 
Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan. Everyone deserves the 
opportunity to enjoy the beauty and serenity of these precious lands, and we are deeply 
grateful that the APA is taking meaningful steps to increase accessibility. However, we 
believe that this complex issue calls for a comprehensive accessibility plan. Long-range 
planning, as the APA has done for 50 years, will ensure that trails and resources are 
protected while expanding access and simplifying existing accessibility processes and 
programs, which are unfair and cumbersome for the user and an administrative burden 
for state staff.  
 
The Keene Diversity Advisory Committee is an advisory committee to the Keene Town 
Board and our membership consists of community leadership across the town. 
 
Signed, 
Jane Haugh (co-chair) 
Phoebe Townsend (co-chair) 
Meg LeFevre (KDAC representative, DEC accessibility Committee) 
The Reverend John Sampson (Pastor, Keeve Valley Congregational Church) 
Melissa LaVallee (faculty, Keene Central School / DEI committee) 
Monique Weston (member, Adk Friends of Refugees and Immigrants) 
Tamara Jolly (Adirondack Diversity Initiative) 
Betsey Thomas-Train (member, KDAC) 
Teresa Cheetham Palen (member, KDAC) 
Sara Posdzich (member, KDAC) 
Becky Johnson (member, KDAC) 
 
 
 



Comments on APA’s Proposed Revisions to SLMP 

New York Beaver Coalition 
Submitted by Dr. Toni Sturm, 12/2/24 

 

II. Classification System and Guidelines 
DEFINITIONS 
 4. Beaver Control Structure – a device that provides a non-lethal solution to resolve 
human-beaver conflict while preserving the environmental benefits of beaver wetlands.    used to 
reduce impacts to human infrastructure caused by beavers while maintaining suitable habitat for 
beavers.   Beaver control structures maintain water flow or regulate water levels. 

 

WILDERNESS 
Guidelines for Management and use 
 Structures and improvements 
  1.  
   -- beaver control structures will be permitted allowed where beaver activity 
threatens to cause damage to human-beaver conflict.  The priority solution should be relocating 
the affected trails, bridges or other infrastructure.  Where relocation is not feasible, beaver control 
structures (and correct-sized culverts, where applicable) should be used where beaver activity 
threatens to cause damage to: (i)   (ii)   (iii) 
 

PRIMITIVE 
Guidelines for Management and use 
  Structures and improvements   
   4. Beaver control structures will be permitted allowed where beaver 
activity threatens to cause damage to primitive recreational trails or infrastructure.  For trails, 
relocation should be the primary response to human-beaver conflict, and only where this is not 
feasible should beaver control structures be used. 
 

WILD FOREST 
Structures and improvements 

  -- Beaver control structures will be permitted  allowed and prioritized where beaver 
activity threatens to cause damage to trails, infrastructure or stream improvement structures 
for fisheries purposes.   



Jason Thurston personal public 
comment 2024 Proposed 
Amendments to the Adirondack 
Park State Land Master Plan 
 

I have always been in support of protecting wild lands, the sense of remoteness. 
Where man did not alter the earth. Something sacred. This is what brings me 
peace. 
I grew up in Vermont and spent my formative years exploring.  
 
It was in 1991 that I moved to the Adirondacks as a student at Paul College. I 
distinctly remember going home time and time again, only to find the woods that I 
grew up in full of houses 
 
I was seventh generation on the same land in Waterbury Center. At one time my 
family had 350 acres going back to 1840. In the early 90s, Ben & Jerry’s came to 
our town and not long after Green Mountain coffee roasters built a factory, the first 
large scale production for K cups. 
 
This influx of businesses drove up the value of real estate. My grandmother had 
been holding onto land but could no longer afford to pay the high taxes. By the 
time I graduated in 1993. I was very aware of the term “forever wild” and decided 
that I would make the Adirondacks my home. 
 
In 2004 I broke my neck and diving accident and became a quadriplegic. I do have 
limited use of my arms but rely on a power wheelchair to get around. When it was 
suggested that I moved to a more urban area that would be more accessible. My 
immediate reply was to make the Adirondacks, where I live, accessible. 
 
I started this quest in 2006 while working at the Tri-Lakes Center for Independent 
Living. As a new organization, I implemented an extensive outreach program. I 
learned about the ADA and the specific guidelines to educate businesses about 
why it is important and, in many cases, how simple it can be  
 



Jason Thurston personal public comment 2024 
Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park 
State Land Master Plan 
 
It did not take long for me to realize that basic hiking trails like the red dot trail, 
my old stomping grounds from my time at Paul Smith’s, were no longer accessible 
to me. In 2015 I discovered John Dillon Park, and for the first time in 11 years I 
found myself in a truly wild environment. In 2019 I started working as Outreach 
Coordinator, and by 2021 was proud to be able to camp by myself. 
 
 
People who use an everyday wheelchair to access the wilderness are limited to 
trails that are built to be accessible (firm and stable). There aren’t very many. 
Allowing other power driven mobility devices would offer so much more of the 
Adirondacks accessible to people with disabilities. I believe that there is a way to 
limit the devices that are used and still protect the Adirondacks. 
 
As chairman of the Accessibility Advisory Committee to the DEC and APA since 
2020, I have had the opportunity to work closely with both organizations to 
increase accessibility throughout New York state. The committee has produced its 
own public comment, and this is my personal comment. 
 
Over the years I have been a voice for other people with disabilities and been able 
to make a difference and raise awareness about outdoor accessibility. These 
amendments, by taking a closer look at the Federal Guidelines put forth in the 
Americans with disabilities act, is by far the most significant way to expand access 
for people with disabilities. 
 
The law clearly says that every “entity” must allow people to use their preferred 
device to access indoor and outdoor spaces. And that it is up to each “entity” to set 
up guidelines based on evidence that some are a safety risk to people, or that they 
pose a risk to the environment. 
 



Jason Thurston personal public comment 2024 
Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park 
State Land Master Plan 
 
The APAs proposed changes to the ASLUMP. On page 13, the changes refer to the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) compliance regarding other power driven 
mobility devices (OPDMD)s 
 
“Then keeping with the ADA title II regulations on mobility devices (CFR § 
35.137)  
[A public entity shall make reasonable modifications in its policies, practices, or 
procedures to permit the use of other power-driven mobility devices by individuals 
with mobility disabilities, unless the public entity can demonstrate that the class of 
other power-driven mobility devices cannot be operated in accordance with 
legitimate safety requirements that the public entity has adopted pursuant to § 
35.130(h).] 
 
The DEC is responsible for interpreting federal regulations and guidance to 
determine the use of other power driven mobility devices may be appropriate..” 
 
 
Furthermore, on the ADA website it clearly breaks it down further and adds… 
“Such safety requirements must be based on actual risks, not on speculation or 
stereotypes about a particular type of device or how it might be operated by people 
with disabilities using them.” 

 
It is up to the DEC to interrupt the federal regulations about what types of devices 
are allowed and where. Also, that they must prove which devices are a safety risks 
or harm to the environment. 
 
I would like to suggest that the DEC consider the guidelines used by state parks. 
There could be basic guidelines and further restrictions based on specific habitats 
or, decide what devices are allowed by land classification or travel corridor. 
 



Jason Thurston personal public comment 2024 
Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park 
State Land Master Plan 
 
The DECs current policy is cumbersome and far from equal. It requires that a 
person apply for permission for a specific place, with a specific device, at a 
specific time, and requires proof of disability. The ADA clearly states that it is okay 
to ask for proof but that a verbal statement must be accepted as credible assurance. 
(1). This policy about a verbal statement as credible assurance needs to be honored 
and well known within the department. 
 
In conclusion, I hope that the development of a policy is one that is well thought 
out and creates more opportunities for people with disabilities to access more of 
the beautiful Adirondack wilderness without altering protected land. I truly hope 
that people with disabilities like myself and the Accessibility Advisory Committee 
will be called upon to help. 
 
 
Thank you, 
Jason Thurston  
 
 
 
 
 
“Credible Assurance 
An entity that determines it can accommodate one or more types of OPDMDs in its 
facility is allowed to ask the person using the device to provide credible assurance 
that the device is used because of a disability. 
 
If the person presents a valid, State-issued disability parking placard or card or a 
State-issued proof of disability, that must be accepted as credible assurance on its 
face. If the person does not have this documentation, but states verbally that 
the OPDMD is being used because of a mobility disability, that also must be 
accepted as credible assurance, unless the person is observed doing something 



Jason Thurston personal public comment 2024 
Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park 
State Land Master Plan 
 
that contradicts the assurance.  For example, if a person is observed running and 
jumping, that may be evidence that contradicts the person’s assertion of a mobility 
disability. However, it is very important for covered entities and their staff to 
understand that the fact that a person with a disability is able to walk for a short 
distance does not necessarily contradict a verbal assurance – many people with 
mobility disabilities can walk but need their mobility device for longer distances or 
uneven terrain. This is particularly true for people who lack stamina, have poor 
balance, or use mobility devices because of respiratory, cardiac, or neurological 
disabilities. A covered entity cannot ask people about their disabilities.” 
 
 



 

  

  

 

 Herein I comment on proposed changes to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan 
(Master Plan or SLMP)., APSLMP2024 

These comments are directed specifically toward the opening of wilderness, primitive and 
canoe areas to motor vehicle use for people with disabilities. 

In the following text I set forth my rationale for my adamantine opposition to this gratuitous 
and injurious proposal. 

I submit these comments as a blind person, and as a strong advocate and lover of 
wilderness. I find it unfathomable that any person or government entity would consider 
proposals that would effectively dIsestablish one of the best ideas that has ever come out 
of America, an idea that has spread around the globe. 

Allow me to explain, and document, my deep commitment to wilderness. This 
commitment to wilderness is, I believe, shared by uncounted thousands of wilderness 
visitors. 

 I was blinded just days before my 68th birthday in 2010 by an ophthalmologist-Surgeon who 
failed to adequately handle my glaucoma post-surgery. I am now effectively completely 
blind. 

For more than half a century, wildlands and wilderness, have been an essential part of my 
life and has contributed massively to the person I am today. 

 I shared my love of wilderness with my family. As a result, my son was drawn to work in the 
outdoors and is now in his 14th year as a National Park Service employee, currently 
stationed in Rapid City,  South Dakota. Where he is involved with native prairie 
restoration.  One of our most memorable trips together was an attempted February ascent 
of Mount Marcy.  A white out and gale force winds convinced us to retreat and abandon the 
attempt just a few hundred feet from the summit. The next February we returned to the 
Adirondacks from our Maryland home and  successfully summitted Marcy, in somewhat 
less demanding  conditions.    

I have personally had the great good fortune of exploring   Alaska’s Brooks Range 
Wilderness, above the Arctic Circle, the Wrangell Saint Elias Wilderness the largest in the 



Continental United States.   It was there, on a summit attempt on 16,000 foot mount Bono, 
that I fell through an invisible snow bridge into a crevasse and, for an instant, previewed my 
own death. The rope that connected me to my climbing team, saved my life, and was the 
means by which I was extracted from the crevasse without injury. 

I have wandered the wilderness of  the Wind River Mountains of Wyoming, ascended more 
than half of the  58 14,000 foot peaks of the Colorado Rocky Mountains, and traveled 
through a smorgasbord  of wilderness areas in Arizona, Virginia, West Virginia, North 
Carolina, and New Hampshire. 

I thank the gods for the remaining wilderness which still can fulfill the human spirits need 
for adventure and exploration. 

 To be certain, wilderness supplies, much more than adventure . Wilderness is the home 
from which we were sent forth.  Wilderness is the home to which we yearn to return. 
Wilderness can refresh, and  lighten the human mind and soul. Wilderness can teach the 
connections between all living entities.  Earth’s  wilderness can remind us of our need to be 
humble in the face of a  pandemic of hubris.  Preserving wilderness, protects, natural 
ecosystems, wild areas, and opportunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined 
recreation  

Wilderness is a Smoky Mountain trail passing through a seemingly endless bower of 
profuse flowering rose-violet rhododendron, rhododendron  catawbiense , so that the 
ambient light took on a rose- glow and the path was literally inundated in masses of pink-  
violet rhododendron flower petals. 

Wilderness is the breath holding moment of encountering  a human like figure behind a 
trailside screen of shrubs, somewhat stooped over, and apparently picking berries. she 
turned, and i realized. she was ursulis americanus, the black bear. She nodded to my 
presence and turned to resume her berry harvest. I backed down the trail and gave her 
space to finish her foraging. 

Wilderness is the embrace of an evening serenade from a hermit thrush as a loon calls 
from a nearby lake. 

Wilderness is the glen in a maple- oak forest filled with a single clone of dozens and dozens 
of flowering may apple (Podophylum peltatum), the ultimate origin of two critical 
anticancer drugs, that cured childhood leukemia.  

Wilderness is a ramble in the early morning on a newly fallen snow covered trail where the 
return by your outgoing path is now punctuated by fresh cougar tracks paralleling yours. 

  



Wilderness is a Wyoming wilderness camp guarded to the west buy a bald eagle,     
(Haliaetos  leucocephalus)  as the eastern approach is overseen by two magpies, the 
stillness of the night is interrupted by the cries of a lone coyote, and early morning light in 
the adjacent alpine meadow, reveals a bull elk exhaling clouds of warm, moist air as he 
trumpets his challenge to the world.  

I don’t offer the foregoing text as a resumé. I attempt to provide a glimpse of the sense of 
belonging when I walk in the woods in the mountains. Wilderness is a part of me, a part of 
my family, and a part of the lived experience of those who came before me. I mourn the loss 
of the smallest sanctuary of the wild . The death of a wilderness is to me akin to the death 
of a loved one. When I was blinded and realized my days of travel and appreciation of the 
wilderness, had suddenly almost instantly, disappeared, I fell into massive depression with 
suicidal ideation. Such grief and mourning, not withstanding, my love, for the wild drove me 
to the realization that I could still advocate for wilderness to the best of my present ability. 
That is why I have written and submitted these comments on this threat to wilderness.  

There are many who would feed the wilderness into the great industrial hopper and use it to 
turn out more wealth and more powerfulness, just as we have done since our arrival on this 
continent more than 500 years ago. That is another reason this proposed amendment to 
the master plan is a threat, that   places wilderness protection on a slippery slope that will 
be exploited by others to degrade, wilderness. Protection, thereby bringing about the death 
of wilderness. Surely, New York state does not wish to be in the vanguard of those who 
would be the wreckers and destroyers.  

So here I bring a hypothetical question. As a blind person, I cannot operate any form of 
transport. I also have an enormous difficulty, to the point of impossibility, to travel on 
wilderness trails. I walk using a white cane and the tactile response that cane and my feet 
to navigate my environment. Trails, however, are not sidewalks. The natural occurrence of 
rocks, roots, uneven services, and the occasional fallen branch make wilderness travel. At 
least problematical., if not dangerous. You may say a guide dog should make walking 
possible for a blind person. That proposition is dependent on the dog, the dog’s training, 
the specific challenges of the environment, and the dog’s master. In my case, since I live in 
a rural agricultural area of New York, and there are no sidewalks or safe areas to walk, guide 
dog organizations will not provide a guide dog in those circumstances. Therefore, I have no 
guide dog to try out in the wilderness. So why should I not ask the APA to cover the trails 
with asphalt so that I can easily navigate with my white cane. That would be an insane 
proposition, as I would rather die, never entering any wilderness again, the rest of my life. 
Moreover, such a modification would kill the wilderness, thereby ruining the experience for  



many others who wish to visit wilderness. The outcome would be equivalent to the idea of 
permitting power-driven vehicles in the wilderness. 

A few sentences ago, I, listed a half dozen scenes in wilderness. I’ll ask you to imagine what 
these scenes would become with a dirt bike, an all-terrain vehicle, or so-called OPMD 
passing through?  

As both a handicapped individual, as well as a passionate lover and advocate of 
wilderness, I was both chagrined and angered at the modifications to the master plan that 
would make possible the use of motorized vehicles within Adirondack Wilderness areas.In 
contrast to the authors of these proposed amendments, I do not have a need to penalize 
Non-handicapped members of society in order to pursue personal grievances. 

The framers of these amendments have no idea of what they are asking for or doing. This 
assertion is unequivocally, proven by the APA opinion that this proposal requires no 
Environmental Impact Statement, because there is “no significant environmental impact.”’ 

 Really? I wonder what thousands of wilderness visitors will have to say about the loss of 
tranquility and sense of wilderness. Perhaps they may choose to spend their tourist dollars 
someplace other than the Adirondacks? 

 By simply entering a wilderness area using a motorized or mechanically advantaged 
transport, the wilderness area is being violated and is no longer a wilderness. They are 
killing the wilderness. The selfsame wilderness that they wish to visit and presumably 
appreciate   In reality,  this area is being converted into a wild forest area by the singular 
mechanism of redefining the meaning of a motor vehicle or other such mechanical 
transport.    

In truth, this entire scheme reminds me very much of the words of David Brower in the 
campaign to save Glen Canyon from damn construction:  “should we flood the Sistine 
Chapel so the tourists can get closer to   the ceiling?’ 

To place matters in some perspective, today there are 1,184,894 acres classified as 
wilderness or canoe (which is also a largely motorless forest preserve unit) and 1,298,209 
acres classified as wild forest.     

Across the 2.6 million acre Adirondack Forest Preserve, in other words, there are nearly 
100,000 acres more wild forest lands, where motor vehicle use is allowed, than designated 
wilderness lands, where motorized uses are prohibited. 

The implications of these statistics are clear: there are more opportunities, by far, for the 
use of motorized or power driven vehicle’s in the wild forest areas than there are in the 



designated wilderness areas. this in no way means that there should be unregulated use 
use a motorized vehicles or OPMDs within wild forest areas. 

SInce, wild forest areas already allow motorized and mechanical advantage operated 
vehicles, it is clear that the proposed amendments to the master plan revolve about a 
“sturm im wisserglas” or “tempest in a teapot” born of  a misunderstanding amongst the 
supporters of this amendment, concerning what is met when we say or write the word 
“wilderness.’  Considerable acreages of land within the wild forest designation are worthy 
of being classified as “Wilderness”. if the roads were removed, a wild forest could be 
declared a  wilderness, in other words, much of the land in wild forest is what can be  call 
defacto wilderness: by their nature, they define themselves as wilderness with a small w. 
When  humans finally decide to classify Wilderness,  land, under a set of legal and 
administrative standards, the classification of land as Wilderness wildern it is possible to 
switch back-and-forth between wild forest and Wilderness.  If we build a road in   
Wilderness, it becomes a wild forest with a small w wilderness. on the other hand, if we. 
remove a road or convert a road to a trail in a wild forest, the classification may change to 
Wilderness. 

It is as clear as the running water, in a trout filled Adirondack stream that visiting a wild 
forest, can be, the except for   the motor vehicle, to which one attaches oneself, as moving 
as a hike, in a Wilderness. 

The federal government administers nearly 113 million acres of Wilderness through 
application of the Wilderness Act in the National Wilderness Preservation System. Four 
different government agencies administer all of the Wilderness areas on federal land 
throughout the United States. They include the National Park Service, the Bureau of Land 
Management, the Forest Service, and the Fsh and Wildlife Service. 

The 1964 Wilderness Act specifically states as follows, thereby disallowing the use of 
motorized or mechanized vehicles within the wilderness areas of the United States, except 
those of Alaska: ”Except as specifically provided for in this Act, and subject to existing 
private rights, there shall be no commercial enterprise and no permanent road within any 
wilderness area designated by this Act and except as necessary to meet minimum 
requirements for the administration of the area for the purpose of this Act (including 
measures required in emergencies involving the health and safety of persons within the 
area), there shall be no temporary road, no use of motor vehicles, motorized equipment or 
motorboats, no landing of aircraft, no other form of mechanical transport, and no structure 
or installation within any such area.” 

 



The above quoted 1964 Wilderness Act is the foundation and gold standard of all 
Wilderness area designations not only on a federal level, but a state level throughout the 
United States. 

The federal government, which manages all Federal Wilderness in the United States, has 
thoroughly dealt with the issue of disabled persons access to Wilderness areas. Power 
driven, and mechanically advantaged vehicles of transport are not permitted in any 
wilderness area in the lower 48 states. They are in Alaska because Alaska is such a 
massively large area with many very large Wilderness areas. Below I have outlined briefly 
the administrative and legislative background on this issue. 

PROTECT THE ADFIRONDACKS.  “The proposed amendments have the potential to vastly 
expand the use of motor vehicles in the Forest Preserve and would be particularly 
devastating for Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas. This would be a major step 
backwards in Forest Preserve management. APA argues that it needs to do these things 
under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and federal regulations. 

This is a misreading of federal law. 

Title II of the ADA applies to State and local government entities and protects qualified 
individuals with disabilities from discrimination on the basis of disability in services, 
programs, and activities provided by State and local government entities. 42 USC § 12132. 
The ADA and the Department of Justice’s implementing regulations do not require a state 
agency to make modifications that would fundamentally alter an existing program. 

The ADA provides: 

Nothing in this chapter alters the provision of section 12182(b)(2)(A)(ii), specifying that 
reasonable modifications in policies, practices, or procedures shall be required, unless an 
entity can demonstrate that making such modifications in policies, practices, or 
procedures, including academic requirements in postsecondary education, would 
fundamentally alter the nature of the goods, services, facilities, privileges, advantages, or 
accommodations involved. 

42 USC § 12201(f); (emphasis added). 

The DOJ regulations echo this crucial statutory provision: 

A public entity shall make reasonable modifications in policies, practices, or procedures 
when the modifications are necessary to avoid discrimination on the basis of 
disability, unless the public entity can demonstrate that making the modifications would 
fundamentally alter the nature of the service, program, or activity. 



28 CFR § 35.130(b)(7)(i); (emphasis added). DOJ analysis of its regulations reiterates that 
“an [OPDMD] can be excluded if a public entity can demonstrate that its use is 
unreasonable or will result in a fundamental alteration of the entity’s service, program, or 
activity” because “this exception is covered by the general reasonable modification 
requirement contained in § 35.130(b)(7)”. 

There is no question that allowing OPDMDs to be used in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe 
areas would fundamentally alter the recreational program offered because public motor 
vehicle use has been prohibited in those areas since their inception. See APA, Adirondack 
Park State Land Master Plan (Aug. 2019) (“Master Plan”) at 25, 31, 33. As recognized in 
the Final Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement for the Master Plan (“Master Plan 
EIS”) governing amendments to the Master Plan, “Article XIV of the State Constitution 
places severe limitations on uses allowable in Forest Preserve.” Adirondack Park Agency, 
Final Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement Guidelines for Amending the 
Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan (Feb. 1979) at 33. 

The Master Plan EIS also recognizes that: 

The very foundation of Wilderness is the guideline which prohibits motorized access by the 
public and severely restricts such access by the Department of Environmental 
Conservation. Alteration of this guideline to permit generalized use of motor vehicles or 
aircraft would destroy the character of wilderness, a cornerstone of the Master Plan. 

Id. at 31. 

The Master Plan EIS also makes clear that the prohibition of motor vehicles is crucial to the 
fundamental nature of Primitive and Canoe areas as well: 

The Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe classifications generally prohibit the use of motor 
vehicles, motorized equipment and aircraft. Any amendment to the Plan which would 
sanction such uses in these areas would severely diminish the Primitive character of those 
lands and should not be proposed. Noise intrusion is only one component of an area’s 
character. The mere knowledge that motorized access is permissible diminishes an area’s 
sense of remoteness. 

Id. at 35. 

Notably, the ADA also recognizes the incompatibility of motor vehicle use in Federal 
wilderness areas: 

Congress reaffirms that nothing in the Wilderness Act (16 U.S.C. 1131 et seq.) is to be 
construed as prohibiting the use of a wheelchair in a wilderness area by an individual 
whose disability requires use of a wheelchair, and consistent with the Wilderness Act no 

https://www.ada.gov/law-and-regs/regulations/title-ii-2010-regulations/#section-35137-mobility-devices
https://apa.ny.gov/Mailing/2024/09/StateLand/04-ProgrammaticEISforAmendingAPSLMP.pdf
https://www.americantrails.org/resources/basic-facts-on-department-of-justice-rule-on-power-driven-mobility-devices-for-accessibility
https://www.americantrails.org/resources/basic-facts-on-department-of-justice-rule-on-power-driven-mobility-devices-for-accessibility


agency is required to provide any form of special treatment or accommodation, or to 
construct any facilities or modify any conditions of lands within a wilderness area in order 
to facilitate such use. 

42 USC § 122207(c)(1); (emphasis added). Also, the U.S. Dept. of Agriculture, Forest 
Service, Accessibility Guidebook for Outdoor Recreation and Trails (Aug. 2012) at page 6 
states that “[a]n example of a fundamental alteration to a program would be allowing use of 
a motor vehicle in an area not designated for motorized-vehicle use”, and at page 8 
recognizes that “[a]llowing motor vehicles in a nonmotorized area would be a fundamental 
alteration of the recreation program for that area” and is not required. 

It is therefore evident that allowing use of OPDMDs in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas 
would fundamentally alter the recreational programs offered in these areas and is therefore 
not required by either the ADA or the DOJ implementing regulations. 

To the extent that the use of OPDMDs for persons with disabilities may be allowable or 
appropriate in Forest Preserve land use classifications other than Wilderness, Primitive or 
Canoe, the appropriateness of such use should be addressed by DEC, in consultation with 
APA, modifying CP-3 to address OPDMDs and not by amending the Master Plan. CP-3 
already provides an ADA-compliant framework for limited operation by persons with 
disabilities of motor vehicles on Forest Preserve lands, and that is the appropriate method 
for addressing this issue. CP-3 should be amended to make clear that OPDMDs may only 
be used by persons with disabilities and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, 
Primitive or Canoe areas, and to address and evaluate the appropriateness of OPDMD use 
by persons with disabilities in other Forest Preserve land use classifications. Providing DEC 
with unfettered discretion to determine where OPDMDs may be used, as proposed in the 
Master Plan amendments, needlessly creates an open-ended and obscure process for 
addressing this issue, particularly since the proposed amendments fail to identify the 
factors that the ADA regulations require be evaluated by a state agency in determining 
whether to permit OPDMD use. See 28 CFR § 35.137(b)(2) (setting forth five factors to be 
use in determining whether to permit OPDMD use, including whether such use “creates a 
substantial risk of serious harm to the immediate environment or natural or cultural 
resources”. 

The Adirondack Park Agency is proposing to dismantle its framework and, for the first time 
in 52 years, significantly weaken the State Land Master Plan by amendment. 

For vague reasons of accessibility, APA is now proposing to amend the Master Plan’s Motor 
Vehicle definition to exclude devices known as other power-driven mobility devices 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/Accessibility-Guide-Book.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/Accessibility-Guide-Book.pdf


powered by batteries, fuel, or other engines. These excluded devices include a wide array 
of motorized conveyances including modified ATVs and golf carts. 

Under the proposed change, use of these so-called OPDMDs would be deemed 
“conforming” in any land use classification, including Wilderness. Under the proposal, NYS 
DEC would have the exclusive right to determine where OPDMDs may drive by permit, 
including on Wilderness and Wild Forest trails. 

 

Conclusions and summary 

I have documented the reasons for my intense opposition to this proposal in the foregoing 
text. I do not think governor. Hochul    I see this as a major embarrassment for New York 
State to be the first government entity to bring about a degradation of Wilderness 
protection by admitting motorized vehicles to the Wilderness areas of the forest preserve. I 
cannot believe that Governor Hochul  Would want this Millstone hung about her neck. 
Moreover, it may well be that once  

Wilderness visitors find the tranquil Wilderness diminished by motorized vehicles, visitors 
may choose to spend their tourist dollars elsewhere.  This proposal reveals a great 
ignorance, or willful ignorance of the legacy, cultural context, public benefits, and 
understanding of wilderness protection, and how motor vehicle use massively degrades 
Wilderness.  In addition, it is shocking how an individual organization entrusted with 
protection of natural resources could be so incredibly ignorant of the laws that are 
applicable, including the ADA and relevant wilderness legislation from the US Congress 
and opinion of the US Justice Department. 

This proposal must be committed to the dustbin of history, and never revived again. 

I say this, as an American, with disability, and one who could never consider compromising 
the value of Wilderness for my personal benefit. 

The author is indebted to the websites of both “Protect, the Adirondacks” “and Adirondacks Wild” 
for relevant information, some of which is quoted above. 

 



 

 

 

December 1, 2024 

 

Ms. Megan Phillips 
Adirondack Park Agency  
PO Box 99 
Ray Brook, New York 12977 
 
Dear Ms. Phillips: 
 
I am a life member and board trustee of the Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance, the not-for-profit 
"friends group" that supports and promotes the preservation of one of America's most hallowed 
grounds.  
 
I am also an historian of the 18th century who has written about the French & Indian War and the 
American Revolution—two conflicts in America’s history which are represented in the Lake George 
Battlefield Park. In addition, I am president of America’s History LLC, a history tour and conference 
company. Over the years, my company has brought groups of history enthusiasts to see firsthand 
the importance of this site. Most recently, I brought a bus tour to the LGBP to see Fort George and 
its connection to Henry Knox’s “Noble Train of Artillery” when Knox transported cannon from Fort 
Ticonderoga to Boston in December 1775. Dozens of important historical figures, including George 
Washington, tread these sacred grounds.  
 
My interest is to ensure that the integrity of the history associated with this  site is maintained  for 
future generations. For the most part, the LGBP is not well represented under its current 
designation as a recreation property of the NYSDEC.  
 
I believe it would be much better if  the APA insert an amendment to the State Land Use Master Plan 
to include the Lake George Battlefield Park and Lake George Battleground Campground in the 
listing of State-owned facilities classified as “Historic ” properties within the Adirondack Park. 
Surely, the LGBP is one of the most historic sites in the Lake George region. 
 
I  believe that a Historic classification will help protect these properties by minimizing 
topographical alterations and preserving their scenic, natural, and open space attributes. The 
change in classification would also facilitate the State’s enhanced stewardship of the property to 
reflect a prioritization based on historic preservation rather than recreation. The location is a 
National Register of Historic Places-listed property referenced as the Lake George Battlefield Park 
Historic District, and clearly meets eligibility requirements for the APA’s Historic classification. 
 



The sites in the LGBP reflect  key events during the French & Indian War and the American 
Revolution. They  are important elements of our national heritage, and are deserving of the 
additional protections that the Historic designation will afford. But even more importantly, the LGBP 
is where soldiers and civilians died. Some are still buried there in unmarked graves. It behooves us 
as Americans to protect the sanctity of this ground for future generations. Changing the designation 
of the LGBP will show that the APA understands and endorses the importance of this hallowed 
ground. 

Sincerely, 

Bruce M. Venter 
Bruce M. Venter 

 

 

 



December 2, 2024 

 

 

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director for Planning 
NYS Adirondack Park Agency 
P.O. Box 99 
Ray Brook, NY 12977 

Re. Proposed Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan (APSLMP) amendments 

Dear Ms. Phillips, 

It is both contemplated and necessary to amend the Master Plan over time and I commend the 
Executive, the Board and both APA and DEC staffs for entering into this difficult and important work.  I 
am however surprised and very concerned about the lack of transparency and analysis being applied to 
the review of two fundamental principles of the Master Plan: the use of motor vehicles in Wilderness 
and carrying capacity assessment.  The proposed amendments are not minor. The actions as proposed 
could significantly diminish the character of areas managed as Wilderness and limit the overall scope of 
carrying capacity analysis, a primary tool used to ensure the preservation and protection of the 
resources of state lands in the park. 

Given the significance of these actions, a detailed staff analysis of relevant legal requirements, the 
potential impacts to resources, and the consideration of alternatives should be provided to the Board 
and public in order to inform the Agency’s decision making. This, I believe, is required as part of the 
Agency’s SEQR obligations as well as being good practice.  

After reviewing the materials provided to the Agency at the September, 2024 meeting, I submitted a FOIL 
request for the memos related to the preparation of the draft amendment package(see slide 5 of 
9/12/24 presentation to State Land Committee). Though I was not surprised by the denial of access to 
the requested records, I was surprised how far this package had progressed without a stated rationale 
and analysis. 

I do appreciate that, in the early stages of any issue discussion, it may be important to protect candid 
staff deliberations while ideas are being formulated.  However, by the time a redline version of an 
amendment package comes before the Board for discussion, a well-developed staff analysis to support 
the proposal should be made available.  Staff’s basis and logic for the current proposal have not yet been 
made clear.  

The Board should request staff prepare a detailed analysis of the amendment proposals including a 
completion of Part II EAF, with expanded narrative, to evaluate the potential impacts and any 
alternatives to minimize impacts to the state lands of the park.  In addition, an analysis of the legal 
requirements of the ADA as it relates to wilderness management should be part of the public record.  
Once the amendment package has been supplemented with this analysis, the Agency should consider 
extending the public comment period and providing another opportunity for public hearings.  
 



It is generally understood that, under the ADA, local and state agencies may choose not to accommodate 
OPDMDs if they can demonstrate their use would fundamentally alter a service, program, or activity.  
Clearly the use of OPDMDs in Wilderness Areas would fundamentally conflict with the Master Plan’s 
management guidance and criteria, where public use of motor vehicles is prohibited.  At the federal 
level, the impact of OPDMDs in wilderness is fully recognized and their use within the federal system is 
not permitted.  The Agency should seek the same recognition at the state level. 
 
I fully support the goal of increasing access to recreational opportunities on state lands for persons with 
disabilities, including in Wilderness.  Many ADA advocacy groups are developing access opportunities in 
Wilderness that are equivalent in experience and challenge to those of the general public. The 
experience of quiet, solitude and the sense of remoteness can be the same for everyone.  To achieve 
this, organizations such as Wilderness Inquiry have been providing guided group trips into wilderness 
areas, starting with canoe trips in the mid-1970s, and expanding to provide similar group trips on land 
across the country and abroad. This approach could provide a meaningful alternative to the reliance on 
motor vehicle use in wilderness and provide true wilderness travel experiences.  It would be helpful for 
the State Land Committee to explore the potential of this approach by bringing, in-person or via video 
conference, members of Wilderness Inquiry or a similar group to discuss their programs. 

The proposed Master Plan amendment appears to overlook the established two-tiered system for state 
land management in the park. According to the September 12, 2024 slide presentation at the State Land 
Committee meeting, the proposed amendment would, in effect, permit the use of a new class of vehicle 
in all area classifications without any specific guidelines or criteria to control their use. Staff then further 
state that the DEC is responsible for interpreting federal regulations and guidance to determine where 
the use of OPDMDs may be appropriate. While acknowledging that the DEC has the care, custody and 
control responsibility for the Forest Preserve, the approach seems to completely ignore the prescribed  
relationship between the two agencies.  The APA, in consultation with DEC, is the agency to determine 
the appropriateness of, or criteria and guidelines for a given use in each of the state land classifications.  
The APA should not relinquish its role in this very important matter.   
     
It is important to remember the Agency’s legislative mandate.  The Board’s decisions and subsequent 
recommendations to the Governor should be derived from an appreciation of wilderness resources and 
the legislative history of the Adirondack Park, the Forest Preserve and the Master Plan. In this chain of 
distinct legal concepts, the Agency is uniquely responsible for interpreting and amending the Master 
Plan, in consultation with the DEC. 

My comments are primarily directed to process and the roles of the DEC and APA.  Respectfully, I urge 
the Board to consider taking a step back in the process, to provide greater transparency, more analysis 
and to extend the public comment period.   

Please accept my gratitude for the opportunity to share my comments on the proposed amendments to 
the Master Plan. 

Sincerely, 

 
Rick Weber 
Retired, Former Deputy Director for Planning 



Adirondack Park Agency 
 

 

 



 

Adirondack Center for Loon Conservation 
75 Main Street, Saranac Lake, NY 12983  

Mailing: P.O. Box 195, Ray Brook, NY 12977 
518-354-8636   info@adkloon.org  www.adkloon.org  www.facebook.com/adkloon 

November 22, 2024 
 

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning 
Adirondack Park Agency 
PO Box 99 
Ray Brook, NY 12977 
 
Dear Ms. Phillips, 
  
The Adirondack Center for Loon Conservation (ACLC) would like to present this comment on the 
APA’s proposed amendment to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan (APSLMP) to include 
Species of Special Concern in the definition of a Wildlife Management Structure (page 23 and 
definition #48 in Proposed2024APSLMPAmendmentsRedline.pdf). The common loon (Gavia 
immer), currently listed as a Species of Special Concern in New York, would greatly benefit from this 
proposed amendment, which would enable the use of nest rafts on state-owned waters to better 
manage the Adirondack loon population.  
  
The common loon is a K-selected species that is long-lived (30-40 years) and has a low reproductive 
rate. They are highly specialized piscivores, with physical adaptations that allow them to be efficient 
and maneuverable underwater. However, because of their specialized anatomy, loons are virtually 
unable to walk on land and must nest right on the water’s edge. As a result, their nests are extremely 
susceptible to threats such as nest flooding, predation, and human disturbance (e.g., boaters closely 
approaching a loon nest or waves from a wake boat washing out a nest; McIntyre 1988, Paruk et al. 
2021). Although loons can adapt to some level of disturbance, the increasing rate of anthropogenic 
disturbances is now markedly impacting loon productivity across the species’ range.  
 
Long-term monitoring of loons is required to accurately assess population trends because of their life 
history (Hammond et al. 2012). Over the last 26 years, the ACLC has monitored Adirondack loon 
productivity and has documented hundreds of nest attempts at a fine scale using a subset of study 
lakes (e.g., Buxton et al. 2019), as well as at a coarse scale using the NY Annual Loon Census (ACLC 
2022). The number of loon nests failing due to water level rise secondary to torrential rain events and 
predation has substantially increased during this time frame (ACLC, unpublished data). On a Park-
wide scale, the percentage of lakes with only adult loons present has increased, while the percentage 
of lakes with immature loons has decreased, further indicating that loon reproductive success across 
the Park is declining (ACLC, unpublished data).  
 
Climate change is causing an increased frequency and intensity of extreme precipitation events during 
Adirondack summers, which is when loons are nesting (Stager et al. 2022). Although loons attempt to 
add nest material when water levels rise, rapid changes can easily overwhelm a nest (Gutreuter et al. 
2013). The rate, amount, and frequency that water levels are fluctuating causes the regular failure of 
many Adirondack loon nests annually. It is expected that such precipitation trends will continue in the 
Adirondacks (Stager et al. 2022), and so, the ACLC anticipates that the increasing trend in the number 
of loon nests failing due to rising water levels will continue, potentially affecting the population as a 
whole.  
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Successfully mitigating the impacts of climate change is heavily dependent on correctly focusing 
conservation efforts where they are needed most and will be most effective (Bateman et al. 2020). For 
wildlife populations at the edge of their geographical range, such as Adirondack loons, mitigating 
these impacts is essential to preventing range retraction, as these populations are likely to experience 
latitudinal or climatic effects on productivity (Saunders et al. 2021). 
 
Nest rafts are well documented as an effective management strategy to reduce loon nest failure from 
flooding, predation, human disturbance, and other causes (e.g., DeSorbo et al. 2007, Piper et al. 2002). 
For lakes that experience fluctuating water levels sufficient to flood loon nests, natural nesting habitat 
may serve as an “ecological trap”, where loons find suitable habitat to initiate a nest but are unable to 
consistently hatch chicks because of nest flooding (DeSorbo et al. 2007).  
 
It is also important to identify loon territories that are suitable for raft placement to minimize 
intraspecific competition where loons are already successfully nesting (Mager et al. 2008). The ACLC 
recommends the use of nest rafts only in cases where there is documented nest failure due to factors 
that a raft can mitigate. Currently, locations where nest rafts can be utilized are limited by 
requirements that they must be along private shoreline with landowner permission and there must be a 
documented loon pair in need of a raft in that location.  
 
Preliminary analysis suggests that Adirondack loon reproductive success is now below the established 
threshold of 0.48 chicks fledged per territorial pair per year that is required to maintain a viable loon 
population over time (ACLC, unpublished data; Evers 2007). The Adirondack loon population likely 
needs an increased number of fledged offspring to maintain a viable population. The implementation 
of nest rafts on state-owned waters would greatly contribute to the ability of loons to increase the 
number of chicks fledged annually.  
 
The ecological and economic value of loons in the Adirondack Park have been well-documented 
(Tuttle and Heintzelman 2015). Loons are a highly charismatic species and an established indicator of 
healthy ecosystems, and the presence of loons nearby is a consideration for home buyers in the Park 
(Tuttle and Heintzelman 2015). Thus, conserving Adirondack loons will greatly benefit both 
Adirondack ecosystems and local Adirondack economies. 
 
In summary, the ACLC recommends that the proposed amendment to the definition of Wildlife 
Management Structures – specifically, the addition of Species of Special Concern to the definition – 
be incorporated into the revised Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan. Reproductive success of 
Adirondack loons has been documented as declining, and thus, there is a legitimate need for nest rafts 
on state-owned waters. The authorization and implementation of these rafts will enhance loon nesting 
success across the Park and therefore will help mitigate the effects of climate change and other threats 
to Adirondack loon reproductive success. With the acceptance of this proposed amendment, we look 
forward to the emblematic calls of loons echoing across Adirondack lakes for years to come. Thank 
you very much for your time and consideration of our comment. 

 
 
 

~ Dr. Nina Schoch, Executive Director, and Griffin Archambault, Research Biologist 
 Adirondack Center for Loon Conservation 
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December 2, 2024 
 

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning 
Adirondack Park Agency 
PO Box 99 
Ray Brook, NY 12977  
(via electronic transmission) 
 
Re: Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan Proposed Amendments 
 
Dear Deputy Director of Planning Megan Phillips, 
 
The Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan (SLMP) is the guiding policy for the 
management of state lands within the Adirondack Park. Since the SLMP was 
adopted more than 50 years ago, it has protected the Adirondack Forest 
Preserve from incompatible uses, guided appropriate management and 
recreation, and defined the Adirondacks as a world-class landscape.  
 
The Adirondack Park Agency (APA) is proposing major revisions to the SLMP, 
including new language for accessibility, carrying capacity, and climate change. 
The Council agrees in principle that modern day challenges and opportunities to 
the Adirondack Forest Preserve must be addressed in periodic and meaningful 
updates to the Master Plan. However, we raise concerns that a number of 
important proposed changes fail to uphold the most basic mandate of the 
SLMP, “the protection and preservation of the natural resources of the state 
lands within the Park must be paramount.”  
 
Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan (APSLMP) should 
conform to the “Forever Wild” provisions of the New York State Constitution 
and respect science-based, landscape-scale stewardship of State lands and 
waters. Protection of the ecological integrity and wild character of the 
Adirondack Park is paramount. Permitted uses should be consistent with 
preserving the unique natural quality of Park lands and waters. 
 
In reviewing the proposed changes, the Council does not find that all of the 
proposed changes are consistent with the Constitution, the SLMP itself, or 
demonstrate science-based need. In addition, the Council finds that many of the 
proposed language changes are responsive to the moment and do not consider 
long-term State land impacts, the potential for negative precedent, and could 
pose significant legal challenges. 
 
Adirondack Council’s SLMP Amendment Policy Review Criteria 
The Council seeks to provide comments that analyze changes to the SLMP with 
the understanding that specific words can have wide-ranging impacts. The 
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proposed changes were reviewed in concert with the Council’s Considerations Regarding Proposed Amendments 
to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan (2015) board-approved policy (see attached). The primary 
elements of that policy require that SLMP amendments consider and/or meet the following criteria: 
 

1. Protection of natural resources continues to be paramount, for ecological and economic reasons. 
2. Science should support any amendment as enhancing the protection of natural resources. 
3. The state should commit to science-based, landscape-scale or “complex” planning. 
4. No net expansion of snowmobile or motorized recreation in the Forest Preserve. 
5. Better management of diverse recreational uses. 
6. Support expansion of Wilderness. 
7. Balance is important. 
8. The amendment process is important.  

 
In reviewing the SLMP amendment package with these criteria, the Council finds that many of the 
recommendations fail to fulfill these criteria. As such, the Council outlines comments focused below with 
rationale and with suggested updated language, as appropriate, in italics. General comments on the proposed 
changes are provided first, and then language-specific comments are provided based on the order in which they 
appear in the redline version of the SLMP.  
 
General Comments 
• Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA serves as a critical counterbalance to the Department of 

Environmental Conservation (DEC) by upholding the integrity of the SLMP. The Agency should seek to hold 
DEC accountable in complying with the SLMP rather than taking away or weakening those accountability 
measures.  

 
• Negative Declaration: It is unclear how the State Environmental Quality Review (SEQR) process has yielded 

a negative declaration for proposed SLMP amendments. The following exemplify significant environmental 
impacts for the proposed changes; 1) Not requiring the removal of buildings (some of which have harmful 
materials such as asbestos) by a given date and allowing them to molder, 2) removing the requirement to 
revegetate closed roads that alter hydrology, and 3) allowing for the use of Beaver Control Structures (BCS) 
which impact beaver behavior and ecosystem hydrology. 
 

• Listening Sessions: The Council is disappointed that the APA has not hosted listening sessions as in past 
SLMP amendment processes. While outside the formal scope of SEQR, it engages stakeholders in a more 
meaningful way and allows for flow of information before formal verbal or written comments are 
produced. This makes for a more robust public engagement process and creates more targeted comments. 
As it stands, a single 60-day comment period does not allow for workshopping the amendments as it is 
unclear if a second comment period will be provided.  
 
In addition, prior to the release of the proposed language for public comment by the APA, Agency staff held 
meetings with select stakeholders to discuss changes for the SLMP. The Council feels that the APA could 
have held those conversations with more stakeholders in advance.   

 
• Oren Lyons Quote: The Council is pleased to see the removal of the William Chapman White quote at the 

beginning of the SLMP. In addition, it is unclear if any Indigenous land management principles have been 
incorporated into the proposed amendments to move beyond simply an acknowledgement into an 
engagement with Indigenous sciences and land management practices. 
 



• Gender Neutral Language: The Council supports the use of gender-neutral language in the contemporary 
references to the Governor.  

 
• Numbering: There were a number of non-consequential numbering errors within the redlined SLMP 

document. The Council suggests carefully reviewing all enumerated sections once amendments are 
finalized. 

 
• Need for Guidance Documents: In order to implement the proposed changes consistently and clearly, the 

APA will need to work with DEC to create guidance documents expanding on the proposed package, 
including the climate recommendations.  

 
I. INTRODUCTION 

Unit Management Plan Development 
 
• Climate Change Inventory and Management Actions: The updates to the unit management plan (UMP) 

development section would benefit from strengthened climate language. First, there is a missed 
opportunity to include a carbon inventory within all updated UMPs. Second, the structure and 
improvement inventory must only apply to conforming structures to ensure wise allotment of DEC 
resources while climate change damages structures. Third, management actions that expand use must be 
in line with land classification restrictions and the natural resources present on the land. Fourth, nature-
based mitigation actions must be described to move beyond the reactionary approach of Park 
management. 
 

Suggested Language (italics capture Council-suggested language): 
… an inventory, at a level of detail appropriate to the area, of the natural, scenic, cultural, fish and other 
wildlife (including game and non-game species), carbon (including soil carbon) and other appropriate 
resources of the area and an analysis of the area's ecosystems; 
… 
 
an inventory of existing, conforming structures and improvements that are consistent with the 
applicable federal accessibility standards for buildings, sites, and outdoor recreation facilities; 
… 
 
the identification of management actions consistent with the land classification and qualities to improve 
access to and enjoyment of the unit’s lands and waters by persons with disabilities; and 
 
a description of how the proposed management actions and alternatives, when considered together, 
assess and plan for climate change vulnerabilities and mitigative action, such as maximizing carbon 
stocks or preventing erosion with retaining vegetative cover, specific to the unit. 

 
• Elimination of UMP Development Dates: The elimination of the dates with no new dates or updated 

timeframes dissolves the ability of the APA to hold the DEC accountable for completing UMPs. This is 
unacceptable. The APA must retain its accountability and ability to enforce breaches of the Memorandum 
of Understanding of 2010 (MOU) with the DEC. The Council suggests keeping much of the text that was 
proposed to be deleted, merely deleting the outdated reference to 1989 and 1990, and relating UMP 
completion to review of the SLMP. 
 

Suggested Language: 



 
The Department of Environmental Conservation has made significant progress in unit management 
planning. This progress should be continued, so that all unit management plans will be completed before 
the next five-year review of the master plan, and the Department of Environmental Conservation should 
commit the necessary resources so that all unit management plans are completed. 

 
• Carrying Capacity: The Council appreciates the Agency’s intent to incorporate some federal Visitor Use 

Management Framework (VUMF) components into the SLMP. VUMF is an iterative, 14-step process that 
relies on data, transparency and adaptive action to guide visitor use management on public lands to 
protect natural resources, and to foster a good user experience. The Council would like to see the 
framework better captured in the amendment by referring to the VUMF directly and incorporating 
additional elements like the review of laws and policies, stakeholder engagement, data informed 
management, etc.  

 
We understand that the Agency is hesitant to name a framework that may phase out in relevancy, but 
given that the SLMP should be updated regularly, we see that is an easy point to navigate around through 
periodic changes. In addition, there is an opportunity for the Agency to clarify how VUMF and carrying 
capacities must work together to protect state lands to ensure the SLMP is correctly interpreted and 
applied. The VUMF has resources designed to work specifically with carrying capacities.  
 
The proposed amendments to the SLMP are focused on user experience, not on natural resource 
protection and preservation. If the APA is suggesting metrics other than the number of visitors to assess the 
level of impacts, then that must be clearly acknowledged in the SLMP and the APA must set the metric(s) 
within a guiding document – outside of the 2021 Visitor Use Management Wildlands Monitoring of Forest 
Preserve Lands in the Adirondack Park.  

 
The Council suggests reviewing the Six Best Practices for Wildlands Management by Chad P. Dawson and 
John C. Hendee for developing in such a document. These include: 1) comprehensive planning with all 
agencies, 2) expanded outreach and education for visitors, changing visitor behavior, modifying where and 
when use occurs, 3) building front country facilities that can accommodate heavy use without degrading 
the natural resources, 4) building back country facilities that do not impinge on the protection of natural 
resources and wild character, 5) limits on use at various times and locations when education, outreach, and 
infrastructure management fail to address carrying capacity, and 6) ensuring adequate funding and 
personnel for state land stewardship. These elements should be incorporated to the carrying capacity 
section. 
 
Furthermore, it is important to note that while the number of visitors is one method for assessing impacts, 
the APA cannot separate out the biological, physical or social portions of a carrying capacity study as they 
are intimately related and inform one another. Therefore, the language should make it clear that the 
carrying capacities of the resource are intended to be reviewed together to inform appropriate 
management actions. They should not to be segmented out so that only one – such as social capacity – is 
informing management actions.  
 
The guiding mandate of the SLMP should be reiterated to remind the APA and DEC that natural resource 
protection of state land is paramount over all else. The proposed language currently focuses on the human 
use aspect VUMF while de-prioritizing natural resource protection. 
The proposed language should also reiterate that carrying capacity assessments are for both lands and 
waters; not just lands. 



 
Accessibility  
• Federal Compliance: The Council applauds the APA for the acknowledgement and inclusion of accessibility 

language, including the recognition of federal laws and regulations, for the management of state lands 
within the Adirondacks. Multiple forms of recreation and access opportunities for humans of all abilities is 
important and should be encouraged. 

 
In reviewing the proposed accessibility language, the newly added other power driven mobility device 
definition (OPDMD) and the amendment to the Motor Vehicle definition, the Council requests that the 
APA redact the OPDMD definition and its reference in the document be removed. This policy 
recommendation is inappropriate for the SLMP and fails to achieve the intended goal of increased 
transparency since the APA does not manage state lands. It is currently under the DEC’s authority to 
approve reasonable accommodations for OPDMD use on a case-by-case basis. Without an OPDMD policy 
from the DEC, this is an opaque process that is not accessible, fair, nor consistent across state land 
classifications.  
 
Given the Council’s position on the need to remove the OPDMD definition from the SLMP language, we will 
not spend much time on dissecting the proposed definition. However, any future state policy should mirror 
the federal OPDMD definition and other federal regulations, summarized below.  
 
The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) outlines statutory requirements to ensure peoples with 
disabilities are not discriminated against. 42 U.S.C. § 12101(b). Following the passage of this law, the 
Department of Justice (DOJ) developed implementing regulations in 1991 and updated them in 2011 to 
include requirements for OPDMDs. Below is a brief review of the legal elements and definitions that inform 
the Council’s stance on the inclusion of OPDMDs in the SLMP. 

 
• According to the ADA, a disability is defined as “actual or perceived physical or mental impairment 

whether or not the impairment limits or is perceived to limit a major life activity.” 42 U.S.C. § 12102. In 
Title II regulations, it is further clarified that any claims brought against a state or local government 
will be about the discrimination itself, and little time should be spent on if/whether someone actually 
meets the disability definition. 42 U.S.C. § 12131 et seq. 

 
• The ADA is intended to provide protective and enforceable standards for programs, services, 

policies, facilities, etc., including those offered by state and local governments. In order to meet 
these standards, the law requires that “reasonable modifications in policies, practices, or 
procedures” be made “unless the public accommodation can demonstrate that making the 
modifications would fundamentally alter the nature of the goods, services, facilities privileges, 
advantages, or accommodations.” 28 CFR 36.302. 

 
• In the 2011 updates, DOJ defined OPDMDs as "any mobility device powered by batteries, fuel, or 

other engines— whether or not designed primarily for use by individuals with mobility disabilities— 
that is used by individuals with mobility disabilities for the purpose of locomotion, including golf 
cars, electronic personal assistance mobility devices (EPAMDs), such as the Segway® PT, or any 
mobility device designed to operate in areas without defined pedestrian routes, but that is not a 
wheelchair within the meaning of this section.” 28 CFR § 35.104.  

 
• Additionally, OPDMDs are expressly excluded from federal Wilderness areas within the ADA, citing 

that “consistent with the Wilderness Act no agency is required to provide any form of special 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/topn/wilderness_act


treatment or accommodation, or to construct any facilities or modify any conditions of lands within 
a wilderness area in order to facilitate such use.” 508(c)(1) of the ADA, 42 U.S.C. 12207(c)(1). The 
Wilderness Act does not prohibit the use of wheelchairs, however, and wheelchairs are legally 
allowable wherever a hiking boot may go.  

 
• Title II of ADA regulations outlines criteria that the state and local governments must be aware of 

when developing policies, practices or procedures, as noted above. The DOJ rules on OPDMDs 
further outline, “a public entity that has determined that reasonable modifications can be made in 
its policies, practices, or procedures to allow the use of other power-driven mobility devices should 
develop a policy that clearly states the circumstances under which the use of such devices will be 
permitted. It should also include specific rules governing their operation and provide individuals 
with disabilities who use such devices with advanced notice of these policies and rules.” 28 CFR § 
35.137. 

 
In reviewing these legal elements, it is clear that the DEC retains the authority to develop and review 
proposed OPDMD policies that can contemplate the needs of different types of public land classes across 
the state, including the Adirondack Forest Preserve. Therefore, we request that the DEC develop an 
OPDMD-specific policy to define land classes where reasonable accommodations for such mobility 
devices would and would not be appropriate. Areas where OPDMDs would not be appropriate should 
include Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas since public motorized recreation is not allowed in those 
areas per the SLMP. As proposed in the SLMP, without a prior assessment nor state-wide policy, OPDMDs 
of any kind are permitted to go anywhere within the Park that is open to the public without restriction 
(outside of CP-3). The APA’s inclusion of an OPDMD definition does not address this concern, it merely 
maintains the ineffective and inequitable status quo of reviewing all requests and determining suitability in 
all land classes on a case-by-case basis.  
 
A state-wide policy should include or contemplate the following: 

• Clear definitions, including Other Power Driven Mobility Devices and Wheelchair, reflecting the federal 
definition. 

• Process for receiving a reasonable accommodation for an OPDMD including expectations for providing 
credible assurance (such as a government-issued parking pass) that an OPDMD is required and 
expected timeframes for when the reasonable accommodation may be finalized. If land classification 
standards are met for the desired OPDMD, an individual will not need to request access. 

• Assessment factors of mobility devices allowed within each land classifications (e.g. Wild Forest vs. 
Campground or Day Use Areas) based off of the DOJ criteria including device size, weight, and speed, 
facility design, safety concerns, as well as risks to ecological integrity or cultural resources, and 
compliance with other local and state regulations. 

• Standards for uses on different paths, trails, and in pedestrian areas. 
• Guidance that acknowledges the applicability to traditional and newer technologies, including those 

not yet developed, and any exemptions and prohibitions. 
 

Climate Change  
• Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act: The Council is pleased to see Climate Leadership and 

Community Protection Act (CLCPA) language in the SLMP. Recognizing a need for "maintaining intact 
forests and wetlands as carbon sinks and ensuring resilient and connected landscapes for species whose 
ranges are shifting” is a critical piece of maintaining the ecological integrity of the Adirondack Park. Because 
these are broad goals, the Council requests the development of guidance documents, such as the one that 



the DEC has created for the Division of Air Resources (DAR-21), to describe how to achieve maximizing 
nature-based greenhouse gas (GHG) sequestration, storage, and climate resiliency. GHG emissions of 
snowmobiles and other motorized vehicles utilized on Forest Preserve must be assessed and mitigated, 
cutting of trees, movement of forest pests and pathogens across the landscape, and other climate-
exacerbated threats should be considered in addition to what is captured here. Lastly, the National Park 
Service has a number of policies and guidance documents for how to address climate change, including a 
Resist-Adapt-Direct (RAD) framework to make informed, strategic management decisions. The order of this 
framework is important, noting that we must attempt the first two approaches before considering more 
permanent interventions such as permanent infrastructure. 
  

Suggested Language: 
 
In the 2019 Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act (Climate Act), New York State committed 
to reducing greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and ultimately achieving net zero emissions in the state by 
2050. The Climate Act requires all state agencies to consider whether the issuance of permits or other 
approvals are “inconsistent with or will interfere with the attainment of the statewide greenhouse gas 
emissions limits established in Article 75 of the Environmental Conservation Law (ECL).” CLCPA, Ch. 106, 
Laws of 2019 §7(2). 
 
… 
 
Unit management plans should describe how the proposed management actions and alternatives 
analyses assess, plan for, and mitigate climate change vulnerabilities. Management actions should be 
presented using the National Park Service’s “Resist-Adapt-Direct” approach with prioritization of the first 
two approaches. An example of a “Direct” action is right-sizing bridges and culverts and sustainable trail 
construction which can help to safeguard investments in recreational infrastructure and prevent future 
environmental degradation. Green infrastructure and appropriate storm water management 
improvements can help to mitigate onsite flooding at public facilities as well as protect water quality. 
 

II. CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM AND GUIDELINES 
Basis and Purpose of Classification 
 
Definitions 
• Aircraft: The Council notes that aircraft does not appear to be able to include drones which are considered 

“unmanned aircrafts” under federal law and are illegal to use on or above Forest Preserve. This must be 
addressed within the SLMP. 
 

Suggested Language: 
… a device for transporting people or material or for capturing photos or videos that travels through the 
air and is propelled by a non-living power source contained on or within the device.  

 
• Wildlife Management & Beaver Control Structures: The Council looks to the aforementioned Council policy 

on reviewing SLMP amendments when considering the proposed language for the wildlife management 
structures (WMS) definition change and the addition of a beaver control structures (BCS) definition that 
would be allowed on Forest Preserve lands. Therefore, the Council would like to see how science informed 
the inclusion of the WMS and BCS language. In reviewing the SLMP amendment package, including the 
Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement, the APA provides no scientific basis for their inclusion. In 



general, the Adirondack Council supports coexistence with beavers and supports the use of BCS to prevent 
flooding of roads. For trails in Wilderness and Primitive, however, stricter standards are needed. 
 
For BCS, such as flow devices, the Council is concerned that in allowing such use in Wilderness and 
Primitive areas, the APA would be promoting human recreation over natural resource protection. In these 
wilderness settings, where nature– including beavers– has the most right and ability to function without 
human interference, wild conditions should be maintained. Where beavers flood trails, a trail reroute or 
closure should be explored. On Wild Forest lands, more liberal use of structures to prevent beaver/human 
conflicts may be appropriate. 
 
For WMS, the addition of species of special concern (SSC) language in this definition makes sense on the 
surface. With rising water levels, climate change serves as the largest threat to loon population health in 
the Adirondacks. This change could allow DEC to manage for species like loons, and could consider siting 
artificial loon nesting platforms, to help loons navigate the impacts of climate change. However, we request 
that the Agency demonstrate site-specific scientific data, such as the New York Loon Census data provided 
by the Adirondack Center for Loon Conservation, to motivate this definition change. Again, Adirondack 
Council urges that Wilderness, Canoe, and Primitive lands be most strictly conserved, with interventions 
being minimized. Implementation of the WMS must be backed by waterbody-specific data such as 
productivity in the number of six-week-old chicks per pair, nest failure for three consecutive years, and 
flood height or evidence of chronic predation, as suggested by the Canadian Lakes Loon Survey. Wild Forest 
units may be more appropriate for WMS, but sound ecological science must still be followed. 
 

• Motor Vehicle: The definition should be updated to recognize off-road vehicles (ORV) which includes off-
highway vehicles such as side by sides and utility vehicles. In addition, OPDMD must be removed. Again, the 
DEC must create a state-wide OPDMD policy to improve access, transparency, and environmental concerns 
for these devices. 

 
Suggested Language: 
… a device for transporting people, supplies or material, incorporating a motor or an engine of any type 
for propulsion and with wheels, tracks, skids, skis, air cushion or other contrivance 
for traveling on or adjacent to land and water or through water. The term includes such vehicles as 
automobiles, trucks, jeeps, motorbikes, dirt or trail bikes, any type of all-terrain or off-road vehicles, 
duffle carriers, snowmobiles, snowcats, bulldozers and other earth-moving equipment and motorboats, 
but does not include electric-assisted bicycles, or wheelchairs, or other power driven mobility devices. 

 
• Wetlands: In recognition of the 2022 update to the Freshwater Wetland Act, one of the three guiding 

statues of the APA, the Agency is advised to recognize the subsequent regulations that will go into effect in 
January of 2025. The Council suggests a thorough review of the wetland definition for consistency once 
final regulations are in place. The inclusion of wetlands of unusual importance, vernal pools, vernal pool 
complexes, significant flooding, floodways, and local or regional significance definitions all have impacts to 
the APA’s definition of wetlands. 
 

• Wheelchair: The Council commends the integration of federal law language within the SLMP definitions.  
 
• Additional Wildlife Management Structure Comments: The addition of "species of special concern" is 

admirable. The Council also suggests adding rare species, species of greatest conservation need, and 
species of potential conservation need for consistency with the State Wildlife Action Plan (SWAP). 

 



Suggested Language:  
… a structure or device designed for inventory or research purposes or for the protection or restoration 
of rare, threatened, or endangered species or species of special concern, species of greatest 
conservation need, and species of potential conservation need including but not limited to animal 
enclosures or exclosures, traps, bat mine or cave gates, raptor hacking towers, nesting towers or boxes, 
that does not materially alter the natural character or resource quality of the land and that is made of 
natural materials whenever possible. 
 

Wilderness 
• Removal of Dates for Non-Conforming Structures: The consolidation of language to "will be removed" and 

removal of dates for when non-conforming uses must be removed is unacceptable. The DEC has had nearly 
50 years to remove these structures and their remnants. Without new dates, the APA relinquishes 
oversight of all non-conforming structures on state lands after the three-year removal window. At this 
juncture, the APA should issue a compliance agreement pursuant to the MOU between the APA and the 
DEC concerning the implementation of the SLMP. This action, and subsequent actions, serves to draw 
attention to the under-resourced Department and provide grounds for budget increases in legislative and 
governor budgets. The Council again suggests largely retaining the existing language and retaining 
accountability for the APA and DEC to execute the provisions of the SLMP for decades. 
 

Suggested Language: 
… any remaining non-conforming uses that were not removed by the December 31, 1975 deadline 
provided for in the original version of the master plan will be removed by December 31, 2030; 
 
… All other structures and improvements, except for interior ranger stations themselves (guidelines for 
which are specified below), will be considered non-conforming and will be removed. Any remaining non-
conforming structures that were to have been removed by the December 31, 1975 deadline but have not 
yet been removed, will be removed by December 31, 2030. 
 

• Added Motorized Access for DEC: The APA is proposing to grant the DEC administrative motor vehicle 
access to Wilderness Areas on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness is intended to be 
motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and rescue operations. Allowing 
this level of access for routine maintenance would diminish the APA’s ability to protect and enforce the 
SLMP’s Wilderness standards. The Council does not support this proposed language because it is 
inconsistent with Wilderness; number 7 under “Roads, snowmobile trails and administrative roads” must 
be removed for SLMP compliance. 

 
• Beaver Control Structures: The Council finds that the notion of managing for beaver activity within 

Wilderness designations is generally inappropriate. This setting is where essential behaviors exhibited by 
beavers and other wildlife should not be infringed upon. However, persistent conflict between well-sited, 
Wilderness-compatible infrastructure and beaver activity may be remedied by the addition of beaver 
control structures such as pond levelers and beaver deceivers when within the 500-foot buffer of a public 
highway.  

Suggested Language: 
… beaver control structures will be permitted where beaver activity threatens to causes permanent, 
multi-seasonal damage to wetland vegetation and to existing, ecologically-appropriately sited: 

(i) Trailheads, parking areas, fishing and waterway access sites, picnic areas, ranger 
stations or other facilities for peripheral control of public use; 

(ii) adjoining roads, railroad corridors; 



(iii) adjoining private lands or private right-of-way; 
(iv) trails within 500 feet of a public highway right-of- way; or 
(v) fish barrier dams. 

 
Right-sized upgrades to existing culverts, or bridges and trail relocations should be a priority solution for 
management of beavers before consideration of beaver control structures. Infrastructure such as trail 
relocations must be sited for resilience to climate exacerbated storms and distanced from active beaver 
activity. 
 

• Roads: See other comments regarding the removal of dates. The Council again requests largely retaining 
the existing language and retaining accountability for the APA and DEC to execute the provisions of the 
SLMP that have been in place for decades. In addition, the removal of the revegetation requirement is 
concerning as this may allow for roads to be closed in “name only” and not support restoration of the wild 
character of the Forest Preserve. 

 
Suggested Language: 
Existing roads and administrative roads that were to have been closed by the December 31, 1975 
deadline but have not yet been removed will be closed by December 31, 2030. Any non-conforming roads 
or snowmobile trails or resulting from newly classified wilderness areas will also be phased out as 
rapidly as possible and in any case will be closed by the end of the third calendar year following 
classification. 
 
… and maintenance of such roads and trails will be curtailed with efforts made to encourage 
revegetation and restoration of the wild character of the site. 
 

Primitive 
• Removal of Dates for Non-Conforming Structures: See other comments regarding the removal of dates. The 

Council again suggests largely retaining the existing language and retaining accountability for the APA and 
DEC to execute the provisions of the SLMP in place for decades. 

 
Suggested Language: 
Any remaining non-conforming uses that were to have been removed by the original December 31, 1975 
deadline but have not been removed will be removed by December 31, 2030. 
 
… Non-conforming uses, other than those that meet the criteria in section 2 above, will be removed by 
December 31, 2030. 
 

• Beaver Control Structures: See previous comments regarding beaver control structures. Similar concerns 
exist for Primitive area designations which are largely intended for Wilderness upgrades once non-
conforming structures are removed. 

 
 
Wild Forest 
• Bicycle Trails: The Council supports the inclusion of bicycles as an allowable use in Wild Forest, per 

Appendix H of the SLMP.  
 

• Beaver Control Structures: The Council is concerned that allowing unregulated implementation of beaver 
control structures on Wild Forest lands will create ongoing issues. This could lock agencies in a vicious cycle 



of maintaining roads that disrupt the Forest Preserve’s hydrology and ecological integrity while managing 
for the beaver activity deemed a “threat.” 

 
Suggested Language: 
Beaver control structures will be permitted where beaver activity threatens to causes permanent, multi-
seasonal damage to wetland vegetation or to stream improvement structures for fisheries purposes, or 
to prevent the introduction of invasive species. 
 

Historic  
• Historic Definition: The Council is concerned that with the addition of "preservation" weakens Agency 

oversight for any preservation activity. The Council suggests requiring that activities are listed in the UMPs. 
 
Suggested Language: 
… properties listed on the State or National Register of Historic Places, and National Historic Landmarks, 
and; 
 
properties determined eligible for State/National Register listing by the New York State Board for 
Historic Preservation Office; and that are of a scale, character and location appropriate for designation 
as an historic area under this master plan and the state has committed resources to manage such areas 
primarily for historic objectives. The designation does not preclude the Department of Environmental 
Conservation from determining whether buildings are structurally unsound and should be removed, nor 
does it preclude the DEC from relocating buildings to another location consistent with their historic 
setting. 
 
… Construction, development, and preservation activities in historic areas will be listed in the unit 
management plan and: 

o avoid material alteration of wetlands; 
o minimize extensive topographical alterations; 
o limit vegetative clearing; and, 
o preserve the scenic, natural and open space resources of the historic area. 

 
State Administrative  
• State Administrative Definition: The state administrative definition, while extensive, is not exhaustive. A 

large oversight is the absence of the Hudson River Black River Regulating District which controls up to 3% of 
the Forest Preserve for reservoirs, as delineated in Article XIV Section 2 of the New York State Constitution.  

 
Suggested Language: 
… It includes… Camp Gabriels, several sewage treatment plants operated by the Environmental Facilities 
Corporation, and lands administered by the Hudson River Black River Regulating District for the purposes 
of regulating the flow of waters into neighboring watersheds. 

 
III. AREA DESCRIPTIONS AND DELINEATIONS 
Wilmington Wild Forest 
• Wilmington Wild Forest Description: APA staff have updated the description of the Wilmington Wild Forest 

to highlight its diverse biological assets as opposed to the recreational opportunities. While the 
recreational aspects of the unit are valuable, the Council applauds the recognition that the primary 
objective of state land management is for its natural resources and not human-centric activities which are 
secondary benefits of the Forest Preserve. 



 
• Four Peaks: The Council is supportive of the addition of the Four Peaks tracts into the Wilmington Wild 

Forest. Four Peaks is bordered by the Wilmington Wild Forest and lies between the towns of Jay and 
Wilmington and meets the criteria for designation as a Wild Forest.  
 

APPENDIX II 
• State-held Conservation Easements within the Adirondack Park Updates: The Council appreciates the 

clarification and clean up provided in this section. 
 
In closing, the Adirondack Council values the efforts to reinvigorate regular review of the Adirondack State Land 
Master Plan and bring issues of carrying capacity, accessibility, and climate change to the forefront. However, 
we continue to remind the Agency that upholding the natural resource protection of the Adirondack Forest 
Preserve is critical to the continued ecological health of its lands and waters. We appreciate the staff for the 
opportunity to engage and comment through public hearings and written response. We look forward to the 
consideration of our comments in the final amendment. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Raul J. Aguirre 
Executive Director 
 
Enclosure(s): Considerations Regarding Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan  
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Amendments	
  to	
  the	
  Adirondack	
  Park	
  State	
  Land	
  Master	
  Plan	
  (APSLMP)	
  should	
  conform	
  to	
  the	
  “Forever	
  Wild”	
  
provisions	
  of	
  the	
  Constitution	
  and	
  respect	
  science	
  based	
  landscape	
  scale	
  stewardship	
  of	
  State	
  lands	
  and	
  
waters.	
  	
  Protection	
  of	
  the	
  ecological	
  integrity	
  and	
  wild	
  character	
  of	
  the	
  Adirondack	
  Park	
  is	
  paramount.	
  
Permitted	
  uses	
  should	
  be	
  consistent	
  with	
  preserving	
  the	
  unique	
  natural	
  quality	
  of	
  Park	
  lands	
  and	
  waters.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  current	
  APSLMP,	
  except	
  for	
  minor	
  technical	
  amendments	
  and	
  land	
  classifications,	
  has	
  remained	
  
unchanged	
  since	
  it	
  was	
  developed	
  and	
  approved	
  in	
  the	
  1970s.	
  	
  Diverse	
  stakeholders	
  have	
  suggested	
  that,	
  
after	
  over	
  40	
  years	
  of	
  experience,	
  it	
  may	
  be	
  time	
  for	
  a	
  review	
  of	
  its	
  provisions.	
  	
  Opportunities	
  to	
  strengthen	
  
the	
  plan	
  were	
  highlighted	
  during	
  the	
  recent	
  state	
  classification	
  and	
  reclassification	
  of	
  over	
  40,000	
  acres	
  
including	
  the	
  Essex	
  Chain	
  of	
  Lakes,	
  Hudson	
  Gorge,	
  and	
  adjoining	
  Blue	
  Mountain	
  and	
  Vanderwhacker	
  Wild	
  
Forests	
  involving	
  many	
  of	
  these	
  stakeholders.	
  	
  These	
  issues	
  may	
  come	
  up	
  again	
  in	
  connection	
  with	
  the	
  Boreas	
  
tract	
  and	
  subsequent	
  additions	
  to	
  the	
  Forest	
  Preserve.	
  Private	
  and	
  public	
  stakeholders	
  should	
  work	
  together	
  
and	
  attempt	
  to	
  develop	
  and	
  further	
  a	
  set	
  of	
  changes	
  that	
  reflect	
  advances	
  in	
  the	
  scientific	
  understanding	
  of	
  
forested	
  and	
  aquatic	
  ecosystems,	
  changes	
  in	
  the	
  nature	
  of	
  outdoor	
  recreation	
  and	
  eco-­‐tourism,	
  and	
  changes	
  
in	
  the	
  uses	
  of	
  adjacent	
  private	
  lands,	
  including	
  the	
  impacts	
  of	
  conservation	
  easements.	
  A	
  properly	
  updated	
  
APSLMP	
  could	
  further	
  enhance	
  the	
  economy	
  for	
  the	
  communities	
  of	
  the	
  Adirondack	
  Park	
  while	
  enhancing	
  
preservation	
  of	
  the	
  Park’s	
  wild	
  character.	
  	
  

Proposed	
  changes	
  to	
  the	
  APSLMP	
  should	
  be	
  judged	
  against	
  the	
  following	
  considerations.	
  	
  We	
  expect	
  to	
  
support	
  initiatives	
  that	
  satisfy	
  all	
  of	
  these	
  criteria.	
  	
  We	
  expect	
  to	
  oppose	
  those	
  that	
  do	
  not.	
  
	
  

1. Protection	
  of	
  Natural	
  Resources	
  Continues	
  to	
  be	
  Paramount,	
  for	
  Ecological	
  and	
  Economic	
  Reasons:	
  
The	
  existing	
  APSLMP	
  sets	
  as	
  the	
  highest	
  priority	
  “protection	
  and	
  preservation	
  of	
  the	
  natural	
  
resources	
  of	
  the	
  State	
  lands	
  within	
  the	
  Park,”	
  and	
  that	
  should	
  not	
  change.	
  Protection	
  of	
  natural	
  
resources	
  and	
  the	
  ecological	
  integrity	
  and	
  wild	
  character	
  of	
  the	
  Adirondack	
  Park	
  is	
  paramount.	
  	
  	
  
	
  

2. Science	
  should	
  support	
  any	
  Amendment	
  as	
  Enhancing	
  the	
  Protection	
  of	
  Natural	
  Resources:	
  Science	
  
should	
  support	
  any	
  amendment	
  as	
  enhancing	
  the	
  current	
  and	
  future	
  protection	
  of	
  the	
  natural	
  
resources	
  of	
  the	
  state	
  lands	
  and	
  waters.	
  	
  Any	
  proposed	
  changes	
  to	
  an	
  existing	
  classification,	
  a	
  
classification	
  process,	
  or	
  new	
  classification	
  alternatives	
  for	
  future	
  additions	
  to	
  the	
  Forest	
  Preserve,	
  
new	
  technologies,	
  or	
  consideration	
  of	
  new	
  science	
  related	
  to	
  subjects	
  such	
  as	
  climate	
  change	
  and	
  
invasive	
  species,	
  should	
  be	
  made	
  based	
  on	
  science	
  that	
  reasonably	
  confirms	
  that	
  the	
  net	
  results	
  will	
  
enhance	
  or	
  not	
  significantly	
  degrade	
  or	
  impair	
  any	
  natural	
  resources	
  or	
  opportunities	
  for	
  solitude.	
  

3. The	
  State	
  should	
  commit	
  to	
  Science-­‐based	
  Landscape-­‐scale	
  or	
  “complex”	
  planning.	
  	
  Proposed	
  
changes	
  should	
  secure	
  a	
  State	
  commitment	
  to	
  science-­‐based	
  landscape-­‐scale	
  planning	
  for	
  all	
  state	
  
owned	
  interests,	
  including	
  easements,	
  for	
  large	
  cohesive	
  areas	
  including	
  the	
  Bob	
  Marshall	
  
Oswegatchie	
  Wild	
  Lands,	
  the	
  Wild	
  Rivers	
  Hudson	
  River	
  Essex	
  Lakes,	
  the	
  Great	
  South	
  Woods,	
  the	
  High	
  
Peaks/Dix/Giant	
  complex,	
  and	
  the	
  Boreal	
  Forest.	
  	
  Changes,	
  including	
  the	
  use	
  of	
  isolated	
  Unit	
  
Management	
  Plan	
  processes	
  in	
  a	
  vacuum,	
  which	
  fail	
  to	
  consider	
  lands	
  or	
  waters	
  as	
  a	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  
natural	
  systems	
  of	
  which	
  they	
  are	
  a	
  part,	
  are	
  inconsistent	
  with	
  this	
  principle.	
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  Considerations	
  Regarding	
  Proposed	
  Amendments	
  to	
  the	
  APSLMP	
   	
  

	
  
	
  

4. No	
  Net	
  Expansion	
  of	
  Snowmobile	
  or	
  Motorized	
  Recreation	
  in	
  the	
  Forest	
  Preserve:	
  Proposed	
  
changes	
  must	
  secure	
  improved	
  public	
  land	
  management	
  policies	
  that	
  prevent	
  the	
  degradation	
  of	
  
natural	
  resources	
  from	
  intensive	
  human	
  uses	
  including	
  motorized	
  vehicle	
  operation,	
  and	
  other	
  uses	
  
that	
  require	
  more	
  than	
  minimal	
  vegetative	
  clearing,	
  terrain	
  alteration	
  or	
  construction.	
  	
  There	
  should	
  
be	
  no	
  net	
  expansion	
  of	
  snowmobile	
  or	
  motorized	
  recreation	
  in	
  the	
  Forest	
  Preserve,	
  and	
  no	
  off-­‐road,	
  
ATV,	
  UTV,	
  or	
  similar	
  use	
  on	
  Forest	
  Preserve	
  Lands	
  in	
  the	
  Adirondack	
  Park.	
  

	
  
5. Better	
  Management	
  of	
  Diverse	
  Recreational	
  Uses:	
  Where	
  proposed	
  changes	
  identify	
  opportunities	
  

to	
  better	
  promote	
  and	
  manage	
  diverse	
  local	
  and	
  regional	
  recreational	
  uses	
  that	
  are	
  currently	
  
permitted	
  on	
  State	
  Forest	
  Preserve	
  lands	
  and	
  waters,	
  such	
  changes	
  should	
  strengthen	
  and	
  improve	
  
the	
  protection	
  of	
  sensitive	
  natural	
  resources,	
  the	
  ecological	
  viability	
  of	
  the	
  impacted	
  areas,	
  and	
  the	
  
resiliency	
  of	
  the	
  affected	
  ecosystem.	
  Recreational	
  uses	
  should	
  not	
  degrade	
  or	
  interfere	
  with	
  the	
  
restoration	
  of	
  public	
  resources	
  that	
  enhance	
  sustainable	
  economic	
  opportunities	
  in	
  the	
  Park.	
  
	
  

6. Support	
  Expansion	
  of	
  Wilderness.	
  The	
  existing	
  Wilderness	
  classification	
  should	
  not	
  be	
  withdrawn	
  or	
  
weakened	
  for	
  any	
  lands	
  and	
  waters	
  currently	
  classified	
  as	
  Wilderness.	
  Where	
  Wilderness	
  criteria	
  are	
  
met,	
  including	
  existing	
  or	
  potential	
  opportunities	
  for	
  solitude,	
  classifications	
  should	
  be	
  extended	
  and	
  
not	
  precluded	
  by	
  considerations	
  unrelated	
  to	
  landscape	
  scale	
  planning,	
  stewardship,	
  enhancing	
  
ecological	
  integrity	
  and	
  wilderness	
  land	
  continuity.	
  
	
  

7. Balance	
  is	
  Important:	
  Taken	
  as	
  a	
  whole,	
  proposed	
  changes	
  must	
  maintain	
  or	
  improve	
  the	
  ecological	
  
integrity,	
  wild	
  character	
  and	
  resiliency	
  of	
  the	
  Park,	
  benefit	
  the	
  people	
  and	
  communities	
  of	
  the	
  Park,	
  
and	
  the	
  people	
  of	
  the	
  State	
  in	
  general.	
  
	
  

8. The	
  Amendment	
  Process	
  is	
  Important:	
  The	
  process	
  of	
  developing	
  and	
  considering	
  adoption	
  of	
  any	
  
proposed	
  changes	
  shall	
  be:	
  a)	
  open	
  and	
  inclusive	
  with	
  opportunity	
  for	
  input,	
  engagement	
  and	
  
collaboration	
  from	
  diverse	
  interests	
  from	
  all	
  regions	
  of	
  our	
  state;	
  and	
  b)	
  true	
  to	
  “Common	
  Ground”	
  
principles	
  of	
  mutual	
  respect,	
  recognizing	
  the	
  legitimacy	
  of	
  different	
  points	
  of	
  view,	
  and	
  the	
  goal	
  of	
  
achieving	
  consensus	
  without	
  sacrificing	
  basic	
  principles.	
  	
  

	
  

The	
  current	
  APSLMP	
  has	
  helped	
  elevate	
  the	
  Park	
  to	
  a	
  national	
  treasure	
  and	
  international	
  model	
  of	
  
conservation	
  success.	
  	
  The	
  APSLMP	
  has	
  not	
  met	
  its	
  full	
  potential	
  because	
  the	
  State	
  has	
  lacked	
  resources	
  to	
  
better	
  manage	
  certain	
  areas	
  or	
  the	
  ability	
  to	
  resist	
  harmful	
  change.	
  	
  Nevertheless,	
  there	
  is	
  always	
  the	
  
potential	
  for	
  plan	
  revisions	
  to	
  support	
  improved	
  stewardship	
  and	
  management	
  of	
  state-­‐owned	
  and	
  managed	
  
lands	
  and	
  waters	
  in	
  the	
  Adirondack	
  Park,	
  benefiting	
  all	
  who	
  care	
  about	
  future	
  generations	
  inheriting	
  a	
  strong	
  
and	
  vibrant	
  Park.	
  	
  We	
  are	
  open	
  to	
  working	
  with	
  all	
  stakeholders	
  to	
  develop	
  such	
  revisions	
  to	
  the	
  extent	
  they	
  
are	
  supportive	
  of	
  the	
  above	
  considerations.	
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27 November 2024 

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning 
Adirondack Park Agency 
PO Box 99 
Ray Brook, NY 12977 
 

Dear Megan, 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the 2024 Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack 

Park State Land Master Plan. ADK represents approximately 27,000 recreationists and land stewardship 

advocates across the country who are passionate about protection of the public lands and waters of the 

Adirondack Park.  

Accessibility 
We greatly appreciate the agency’s updates to address accessibility. We support ensuring access to the Forest 
Preserve for all people. We also recognize that the proposed amendments update definitions to match federal 
definitions and reflect current practices. However, we are very concerned about the changes involving Other 
Power Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs).  
 
OPDMDs 
On page 20, we agree with the inclusion of wheelchair exemption in the definition of Motor Vehicle, but are 
very concerned that OPDMDs are exempted from the Motor Vehicle definition. OPDMDs are motor vehicles 
that can be used by anyone and, by definition, are not specifically designed for use by people with mobility 
impairments. OPDMDs should not be exempted from the definition of Motor Vehicle in the 
APSLMP. 
 
The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a reasonable accommodation 
where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for Wilderness, Primitive, 
and Canoe areas.  
 
ADA Title II, Section 35.130 (b)(7)(i) under General Prohibitions Against Discrimination, states, 

 “A public entity shall make reasonable modifications in policies, practices, or procedures when the 
modifications are necessary to avoid discrimination on the basis of disability, unless the public entity 
can demonstrate that making the modifications would fundamentally alter the nature of the 
service, program, or activity”1 (emphasis added) 

 
OPDMD use in Wilderness and other sensitive land classes would fundamentally destroy the pristine nature of 
these places and the purpose for their classification. This certainly meets the ADA definition of fundamental 
alteration. OPDMDs should be excluded from land classifications of the Forest Preserve that currently do not 
permit motorized use. 
 
Many classes of OPDMDs, as motor vehicles, will also impact trails and resources.  
 
The ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act) regulations state in Title II, Section 35.137 (b)(2)(v) under Mobility 
Devices, that “In determining whether a particular other power-driven mobility device can be allowed in a 
specific facility as a reasonable modification,” a public entity assesses if the use would “create[s] a substantial 
risk of serious harm to the immediate environment or natural or cultural resources.”2  
 
ADA regulations also exempt compliance when there is a direct threat to the health and safety of the user or 
others.3 The use of some classes of OPDMDs can impose a direct safety threat to those using them and to other 
users on trails and in areas not specifically designed for all-season motorized use (e.g., natural surface hiking, 
biking, equestrian, and snowmobile trails). There must be an OPDMD policy to help determine when 
and where different classes of OPDMDs can be used on the Forest Preserve. 

----~----------------------------------------------
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Accessibility Policy 
The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and 

responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. 

The current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy 

must be created. 

 

Not providing information upfront to those looking for accessible opportunities creates a barrier to access. A 

OPDMD policy would remove that barrier. An OPDMD policy should also reevaluate the CP-3 program to be 

updated and incorporated following ADA guidance. 

 

Long-range, comprehensive planning is the responsibility of the Adirondack Park Agency, not the Department 
of Environmental Conservation. On page 13, it is not appropriate for the APA to abdicate its responsibility for 
this planning to the Department. APA must do the planning and develop the documents to provide guidance so 
that the use of OPDMDs on the Forest Preserve is in keeping both with the language of the ADA and the intent 
of the SLMP. The Office of Parks Recreation and Historic Preservation (OPRHP) provides clear, written 
guidance which can serve as a model. Language from the OPRHP policy is shown below, 
 

“In accordance with the OPRHP guidance documents, use of other power-driven 
mobility devices (“OPDMD”) by individuals with mobility disabilities will be allowed in 
all appropriate locations in state parks and historic sites, unless they: a) present a 
safety hazard to the user or other members of the public using the facility; or b) will 
result in an adverse impact to natural or historic resources. Permits issued at the  
facility will be required for certain devices and registration may be required upon 
arrival at the facility. Reasonable speed limits and other safety related requirements 
may be established and shall be posted and/or included in permits. In some 
instances, OPDMD may be allowed during some periods, but excluded during high  
use periods. For example, they may be allowed on a specific path during weekdays, 
but excluded on weekends when high visitation would make operation on the path  
unsafe.”4 

 
Visitor Use Management 

ADK is also concerned with the proposed language revisions regarding carrying capacity and Visitor Use 

Management (VUM). We support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred tool for 

determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes ecological, 

physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects is 

fundamentally incomplete. 

Currently, the State Land Master Plan requires carrying capacity assessments as part of the unit management 

planning process. The proposed APSLMP amendments identify that carrying capacity is a component of the 

broader VUM process but incorrectly equate establishing carrying capacity with management actions such as 

changing visitor behavior.  

 

The federal Interagency Council on Visitor Use Management defines carrying capacity as “a component of 

visitor use management and is the maximum amounts and types of visitor use that an area can accommodate 

while achieving and maintaining desired resource conditions and visitor experiences that are consistent with 

the purposes for which the area was established.”  

 

A visitor use management process can only be a complete process when it includes ecological monitoring and 

indicators that assess the desired, current, and future conditions of the natural resources.  

-----~ ... ------------------------------------------
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Currently, the Department of Environmental Conservation is undertaking an incomplete VUM process by 

focusing only on the social dimensions of visitor use management. It is NOT a visitor use management study 

and cannot currently be considered a model for the future. However, the DEC has invested in a tool that could 

complete the VUM for the High Peaks and provide the needed information on resource conditions. 

Incorporating monitoring such as SUNY ESF’s ecological scorecard would provide the necessary ecological 

assessment to inform management recommendations and demonstrate an appropriate application of a Visitor 

Use Management process.  

  

Beavers 

We appreciate the additional language added to the APSLMP to assist Beavers and their important work to 

protect watersheds,5 create wetlands and habitat,6 increase biodiversity, slow the flow of excess water to 

decrease runoff, erosion, and flooding;7 and combat climate change by carbon sequestration in beaver ponds 

and wetland meadows.8 Any changes to the APSMP should be with the recognition of the critical role Beavers 

play in making the wildlands and waters of the Adirondack Park more resilient to climate change. The phrase 

“right-sized culverts” is confusing since changing the size of a culvert is unlikely to deter beavers. Instead, you 

could say,  

 

“Use of appropriate flow devices at culverts, and starter dams, bridges and trail relocations should be a 

priority solution for management of beavers.”9 

 

APSLMP Deadlines 

The deadlines for removing non-conforming structures should not be simply removed even though the 

deadlines are long past. Removing an important mandate that was intended to establish accountability for the 

APA and DEC and provide integrity to the land classification system must be preserved in the APSLMP. 

Outlining new deadlines or a process for conformance that meets the original intent of the deadlines should be 

developed and included in the APSLMP.  

 

Bundling and Timing 

The bundling of these significant changes to the APSLMP with the Four Peaks Land Classification Package is 

not appropriate. These two processes should be separated. The changes proposed to the APSLMP deserve more 

conversation, explanation, and careful consideration. There is no need to rush the process. 

 

Climate 

We appreciate and applaud APA and DEC for the inclusion of planning and analysis related to climate change 

vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans. This is an essential change that should be implemented 

immediately. 

Sincerely, 

Julia Goren 
Interim Executive Director, ADK 
julia@adk.org  
 

Cathy Pedler 
Director of Advocacy, ADK  
cathy@adk.org 
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1 ADA Title II Regulations, §35.130 (b)(7)(i) under General Prohibitions Against Discrimination 
Americans with Disabilities Act Title II Regulations | ADA.gov 
2 ADA Title II Regulations, §35.137 (b)(2)(v) under Mobility devices 
Americans with Disabilities Act Title II Regulations | ADA.gov 
3 ADA Title II Regulations, §35.139 Direct Threat 
Americans with Disabilities Act Title II Regulations | ADA.gov 
4 https://parks.ny.gov/documents/inside-our-agency/PublicDocuments/GuidancePolicies/AccessibilityPolicyEnglish.pdf 
AccessibilityPolicyEnglish.pdf 
5 How beavers are reviving wetlands 
https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-64502365 
6 Why Beavers? 
https://www.beaverinstitute.org/learn-about-beavers/whybeavers/ 
7 Beavers offer lessons about managing water in a changing climate, whether the challenge is drought or floods 
https://theconversation.com/beavers-offer-lessons-about-managing-water-in-a-changing-climate-whether-the-challenge-is-drought-
or-floods-168545 
8 What Role Do Beavers Play in Climate Change? | Science | AAAS 
https://www.science.org/content/article/what-role-do-beavers-play-climate-change 
9 https://www.beaverinstitute.org/get-beaver-help/blocked-road-culverts-and-drains/ 
Blocked Road Culverts and Drains 
 

Additional Note: The APA and DEC have indicated in their presentation on the proposed changes to the 
APSLMP that DEC follows both the ADA and ABA (Architectural Barriers Act) in design, construction, and 
alteration of recreation facilities. Although the ABA is focused on federally funded constructed infrastructure, it 
is worth noting here since it is related to use and ADA compliance. 
 
The ABA (Architectural Barriers Act) provides exemptions9  for Outdoor Constructed Features, Tent Pads and 
Tent Platforms, Camp Shelters, Viewing Areas, Outdoor Recreation Access Routes, Trails, and Beach Access 
Routes, if  

• Compliance is not practicable due to terrain. 

• Compliance cannot be accomplished with the prevailing construction practices. 

• Compliance would fundamentally alter the function or purpose of the facility or the setting. 
 

Or if compliance is limited or precluded by any of the following laws, or by decisions or opinions issued or 
agreements executed pursuant to any of the following laws: 

• Endangered Species Act (16 U.S.C. §§ 1531 et seq.); 

• National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. §§ 4321 et seq.); 

• National Historic Preservation Act (16 U.S.C. §§ 470 et seq.); 

• Wilderness Act (16 U.S.C. §§ 1131 et seq.); or 

• Other federal, state, or local law the purpose of which is to preserve threatened or endangered species; 
the environment; or archaeological, cultural, historical, or other significant natural features. 

 
Permitting motorized vehicles in wilderness and other non-motorized areas would “fundamentally alter the 
function or purpose of the facility or the setting,” and would conflict with “federal, state, or local law the 
purpose of which is to preserve threatened or endangered species; the environment; or archaeological, cultural, 
historical, or other significant natural features.”  
 
Clearly, OPDMDs should not be exempted from the definition of Motor Vehicles. 
 

----~----------------------------------------------
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December 2, 2024 

 

 

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director for Planning 

NYS Adirondack Park Agency 

P.O. Box 99 

Ray Brook, NY 12977 

 

Dear Deputy Director Phillips: 

 

Adirondack Wilderness Advocates (AWA) is pleased to present our official comments on the 

proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan (SLMP). We thank the 

Adirondack Park Agency (APA) for the opportunity to submit these comments as well as the 

opportunity to testify at public hearings. 

 

AWA would like to compliment Agency staff on what we believe are a thoughtful set of changes 

and additions overall.  Climate change, equitable access and smarter management of the Forest 

Preserve are all laudable goals. However, we have identified three specific areas of concern in 

the proposed changes, each of which we believe has the potential to weaken the SLMP’s 

paramount purpose: protection of the wild character of the Forest Preserve. Below we describe 

these concerns in more detail. We also offer a comment on Visitor User Management (VUM).  

 

In addition, we are attaching to this comment letter more than two hundred petition signatures 

from our supporters, opposing motors in Wilderness.  

 

Proposed Language on Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices 

 

We must recognize that people with disabilities constitute a protected class and deserve 

accommodations to affirm and secure their civil rights.  But we must recognize that land 

classified as Wilderness also constitutes a protected class and likewise deserves accommodations 

to protect it. In New York State, we have long acknowledged both of these imperatives for 

protection.  Those who want to improve access in the Adirondack Park for people with 

disabilities are right to do so. Those who want to protect Wilderness from motorized access are 

right to do so.  The right thing is to do both. Our reading of both the SLMP and the ADA shows 

us that we can. 

 

~ ,-,.. 
Adirondack Wilderness 
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The SLMP secures the rights of Wilderness to exist on its own terms: untrammeled, where 

humans are visitors who do not remain.  As such, the SLMP’s protections are central to the vast 

number of Americans, with and without disabilities, who cherish Wilderness.  The majority of 

land on the globe has been modified to serve human interests.  In New York State, Wilderness is 

the only land which reverses that relationship: human beings are expected to modify their 

behaviors to serve its interests.  This hardly qualifies as an onerous imbalance: less than 4% of 

the land in New York is protected as Wilderness and it’s much less if one considers the 

Northeast as a whole.  By any reasonable standard, Wilderness is a scarce and precious resource. 

 

One of the sacred tenets of Wilderness is that it must remain free of motorized access.  

Considering that motor vehicles have reshaped the planet, the fundamental characteristic of 

Wilderness as untrammeled makes that condition a no-brainer.  Indeed, the SLMP explicitly 

forbids public use of motorized vehicles in Wilderness.  

 

Herein lies the potential issue with some of the APA’s proposed new language. In order to 

address accommodation for people with disabilities, the APA is proposing changes to the SLMP 

that would allow motors in Wilderness. 

 

There are three parts to the potential changes in question.  First, a proposed new paragraph states: 

 

In keeping with ADA Title II regulations on mobility devices (CFR § 35.137), 

wheelchairs are allowed on state lands anywhere that pedestrian access is permitted. The 

DEC is responsible for interpreting federal regulations and guidance to determine where 

the use of Other Power Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) may be appropriate. 

 

There is no argument about the first sentence.  It is Federal law, State law and a fundamental 

civil right that an individual in a wheelchair be allowed to go anywhere a pedestrian on foot is 

allowed to go. Furthermore, wheelchairs are formally defined in law in a way that mitigates any 

concern that a device able to significantly impact Wilderness would be defined as a 

“wheelchair.”  Wheelchairs may be powered, but they must be designed for individual use and 

be appropriate for indoor use. That means gasoline-driven devices or those as wide as 3 feet are 

out. 

 

The problem is with the second sentence and with the formal definition of an OPDMD, which is 

given in another proposed paragraph:   

 

Other Power Driven Mobility Device – consistent with applicable law and regulation, an 

OPDMD is currently defined as any mobility device powered by batteries, fuel, or other 

engines––whether or not designed primarily for use by individuals with mobility 

disabilities––that is used by individuals with mobility disabilities for the purpose of 
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locomotion, or any mobility device designed to operate in areas without defined 

pedestrian routes, but that is not a wheelchair. 

 

That definition obviously includes a wide range of devices, including golf carts, ATVs, UTV’s, 

powered wagons and motorized bicycles, all of which are prohibited in Wilderness.  Yet, the first 

paragraph above grants the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) discretion to 

interpret the guidelines to allow use of OPDMD’s.  

 

Furthermore, and most concerning, the APA also proposes to amend the definition of “Motor 

Vehicle” in the SLMP to exclude not just powered wheelchairs, but OPDMD’s as well.  That 

means anything definable as an OPDMD could, at the DEC’s discretion, be used in Wilderness.  

This is a direct violation of the letter and spirit of the SLMP and of Wilderness in particular.  

Thus, we apparently have different sets of rights in conflict.   

 

Fortunately, we can find a model for solving this conflict in the Americans with Disabilities Act 

(ADA) itself. Those who crafted and amended the ADA recognized the value of Wilderness as 

something different from all other lands. The Act explicitly exempts Federal Wilderness (which 

has the same definition as Adirondack Wilderness, almost word-for-word): powered wheelchairs 

are allowed (although trails are not required to be modified to accommodate them), but the same 

allowance is not granted to OPDMD’s.  In their wisdom, the designers of the ADA understood 

what many disability advocates have also voiced: Wilderness is for everyone, just the way it is, 

and as a precious and scarce resource, its right to exist in a natural state must be accommodated. 

 

This gives us the opportunity for a simple bottom line: if the Federal Government can exempt 

Federal Wilderness from the ADA requirements for OPDMD’s, then the State of New York can 

do the same for Adirondack Wilderness. The APA can accomplish this by removing the 

proposed language excluding OPDMD’s from the definition of “Motor Vehicle.”  New York 

State must keep Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices out of Wilderness. 

 

No matter what the final adopted language looks like, this issue will continue to bear close 

scrutiny.  Electric Vehicle (EV) technology is fantastic and incredibly beneficial for our climate, 

but the nature of the electric motors, batteries and intelligent software that comprise the state of 

the art in EVs allows for the design of vehicles with unprecedented abilities to navigate wild 

terrain.  Vehicles that can operate on trails the average hiker would never imagine could be 

traversed by a motorized device will become widely available. Electric motors operating 

independently on each wheel and automatic adjustments of balance points and ground clearances 

using sophisticated real-time software make current-off-road vehicles primitive in comparison.  

This new generation of devices must be carefully assessed.  Adopting too broad a definition of 

approved motorized devices in the SLMP now could prove to be disastrous.    
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Beaver Control Structures 

 

Beavers positively affect natural ecosystems, increasing biodiversity. They are one of the few 

animals who change their habitat and do so for the better, in contrast with human beings who 

usually change their habitat at the severe detriment of other species. Beavers are important for 

wetland species, fish habitat restoration, and climate change mitigation, something that the APA 

is trying to address in these SLMP changes. 

 

Wilderness areas are those where “the earth and its community of life are untrammeled by man,” 

meaning that the flora and fauna should be unrestricted by humans. This is where humans are a 

visitor, and the area is “affected primarily by the forces of nature.” Beavers are a force of nature 

and should be left to their own devices, especially in a wilderness area. The primary guideline for 

Wilderness management states is that man’s influence is not apparent. 

 

The APA’s proposed language lists many instances where the use of beaver control structures are 

allowed including adjoining roads and private property. How far upstream will DEC be allowed 

to go to affect beavers’ behavior and ecosystem services if it impacts adjoining private property 

or roads? 

 

It is unclear on what to do if beavers impact trails. The proposed language does say, and we 

agree, that “right-sized culverts, bridges and trail relocations should be a priority solution for 

management of beavers.” It also says in regard to a Wilderness area that the use of beaver control 

structures can be used with “trails within 500 feet of a public highway right-of way” with no 

explanation as to why one should protect those trails and not others. 

 

In regard to primitive areas, it says that “beaver control structures will be permitted where beaver 

activity threatens to cause damage to primitive recreational trails.” Why protect primitive 

recreational trails and not others? Could it be because the DEC utilizes primitive recreational 

trails for UTV and motor vehicle use? We have a hard time grappling with affecting the flora and 

fauna and making changes to the ecosystem because DEC wants to drive UTVs and vehicles in 

what should essentially be a Wilderness area. 

 

Beaver control structures require frequent maintenance to maintain functionality. The beavers 

usually win out with their persistence. How will these structures be maintained on the forest 

preserve? 

 

Additional clarity that constrains the use of beaver control structure in Wilderness or Primitive 

Areas is called for. 
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Non-conforming Structures in the Forest Preserve 

 

The APA has proposed revisions to the guidelines on removing non-conforming structures in the 

Forest Preserve. These revisions eliminate all deadlines for removing structures that are currently 

contained in the SLMP.  We agree that removing language concerning missed deadlines that go 

back decades in some cases years is perfectly sensible.  However, the APA’s replacement is to 

allow removal, including with motorized equipment, in an open-ended and “case by case” 

manner, with the APA as arbiter.  AWA opposes open-ended and discretionary use of motor 

vehicles in the Wilderness.  We call for the SLMP to require a comprehensive plan with a 

complete inventory and assessment of non-conforming structures and a proposed method of 

removal, including whether motorized equipment would be necessary. These plans could be 

accomplished in a variety of ways, for example as part of an updated 2010 DEC/APA MOU. 

 

It is unclear why the APA has chosen to remove deadlines or any other language setting 

priorities for removal of non-conforming structures.  Is this because the Agency doesn’t believe 

that the remaining problem is important, or because they are unwilling to assert their authority 

over the DEC to make things happen in a timely manner? 

 

We suggest a more detailed alternative that requires the following: 

• creation of an inventory of remaining non-conforming structures, 

• sorting of this inventory by a priority based on the impact the structure has on the 

surrounding environment, and other relevant factors, 

• a list of non-conforming uses and their impacts required to remove the structure, 

• a schedule listing the completion date for each of the items on the inventory. 

 

In the SLMP, a Non-Conforming Use is defined as: 

 

a structure, improvement or human use or activity existing, constructed or conducted on 

or in relation to land within a given classification that does not comply with the 

guidelines for such classification specified in the master plan.  

 

Also, the SLMP states that the DEC shall document schedules for the various management 

objectives in UMPs: 

 

Schedules for achievement of such objectives will be included in each unit management 

plan. The land characteristics and the recommended objectives for each area will be 

related to and integrated with the characteristics and management objectives for 

adjacent public and private land areas. General recommendations for future acquisition 

will be included as appropriate. 
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The current SLMP goes on to say that when new land is classified as wilderness, the DEC shall 

have three years to remove any non-conforming structures.  There are many sections where a 

deadline of 1975 has been extended to 1987. In place of a strict deadline for the removal of non-

conforming structures, the APA has proposed the following new guideline: 

 

Irrespective of the above or any other guidelines in this master plan, use of motor 

vehicles by administrative personnel to remove non-conforming structures or 

improvements after the phase-out period will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis by the 

Agency. This work must occur during the off-peak seasons. 

 

Certainly, maintaining a reference to the decades-old deadlines isn’t helpful, except to remind us 

that these non-conforming structures do still exist and previous attempts to force the DEC to 

comply with a deadline have been unsuccessful.  Instead, the APA seems to be admitting that it 

can’t force the DEC to take action on any timeline. 

 

Finally, in the text below, why is the clause about non-conforming roads deleted? 

 

3. During the phaseout period the use of motorized vehicles by administrative personnel 

for transportation of materials and personnel will be limited to the minimum required for 

proper interim administration and the removal of nonconforming uses.; and,  

-- maintenance of such roads and trails will be curtailed and efforts made to encourage 

revegetation with lower forms of vegetation to permit their conversion to foot trails and, 

where appropriate, horse trails. 

 

It should be clear that once land has been classified as Wilderness, any roads or snowmobile 

trails will no longer be maintained for any kind of motorized use. 

 

 

Visitor Use Management 

 

The APA is proposing new language in support of Visitor Use Management (VUM) as the new 

paradigm for managing park users. Some environmental groups have raised concerns that VUM 

supplants carrying capacity as a wilderness-protection methodology, instead establishing a 

“slippery slope” that prioritizes recreational access and use over protection of the resource. AWA 

is a champion for VUM because we see it as the most effective tool for addressing the dynamic 

challenges that most threaten wilderness.  AWA, along with the Adirondack Powder Ski 

Association, Adirondack Wild and Paul Smiths VIC, has been operating the Jenkins Open 

Woods Skiing VUM project for three years, and regularly engaging with the APA and DEC to 

demonstrate our use of VUM and the principles behind it. 
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VUM is a responsive and adaptive tool well suited to addressing everything from invasive 

species to climate effects to trail deterioration to spikes in visitor usage.  However, VUM is only 

a tool and must not be confused with Wilderness policy. AWA was a member of the High Peaks 

Advisory Group (HPAG), which recommended adoption of VUM. That recommendation, and all 

other recommendations, were made subject to guiding principles which were enumerated at the 

beginning of the recommendations section. Guiding Principle #1 is “Protection of the 

Wilderness.”   

 

We support the APA’s draft language on visitor use management in spirit, but we call for a clear 

statement that VUM will be used in Wilderness areas only in a manner 100% consistent with 

Wilderness policy and with protection of the Wilderness as the highest guideline, as was stated in 

the HPAG report. 

 

Once again, AWA thanks the APA for this opportunity to comment on an issue of great 

importance. 

 

For the Board of Adirondack Wilderness Advocates,  

 

 
 

Pete Nelson 

Chair 

 

Attachments: petition responses   

 

 



 

November 30, 2024 
 

 

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director, Planning 
Adirondack Park Agency 
1133 State Route 86 
Ray Brook, NY 12977 

 

Comments RE: 2024 Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan 

Dear Ms. Phillips, 

On behalf of the members of Barkeater Trails Alliance (BETA) I want to thank you for the opportunity to 
comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan (APSLMP). 

BETA maintains over 130 miles of trails for human-powered recreaƟon, bike, hike, and ski, in the eastern 
porƟon of the Adirondack Park.  BETA also partners with state and municipal land managers and private 
landowners to meet the fast-growing demand for outdoor recreaƟon by construcƟng natural surface 
trails uƟlizing modern trail design and construcƟon techniques.  Natural surface trails are criƟcal 
components of the state's trails network parƟcularly in natural areas, areas of high conservaƟon value, 
and Department of Environmental ConservaƟon’s Forest Preserves.   

 

Bicycle Trails as a Conforming Use 

We strongly support the inclusion of bicycle trails as conforming Structures and Improvements in Wild 
Forest.  This recognizes the sustainable, low-impact nature of appropriately designed and constructed 
bicycle trails and is consistent with the objecƟve of providing “a wide variety of outdoor recreaƟon.” 
These trails provide many residents of the Adirondacks another opportunity for quiet recreaƟon and 
non-motorized trails of all types have been shown in many studies to increase the physical and mental 
health of those living in proximity.  Bicycle trails are also an important aƩracƟon for tourists and expand 
the base of support for the outdoor recreaƟon economy of many towns in rural New York. 

 

ClassificaƟon of Four Peaks Tract 

We applaud the classificaƟon of the Four Peaks area as wild forest and its inclusion in the Wilmington 
Wild Forest. As noted in the October 3rd press release by the APA, the Four Peaks parcel “was idenƟfied 
in the New York State Open Space ConservaƟon Plan and includes the potenƟal to expand exisƟng 
recreaƟonal opportuniƟes from the Beaver Brook trail network.” This potenƟal to enhance outdoor 
recreaƟon for the residents and visitors of Jay and Wilmington is one important aspect of this acquisiƟon 



and we urge the New York State Department of Environmental ConservaƟon to move quickly to plan for 
recreaƟon in the area and amend the Unit Management Plan for the Wilmington Wild Forest. 

 

Climate Change MiƟgaƟon, AdaptaƟon, and Resilience 

As a trails organizaƟon responsible for over one hundred miles of natural surface trails used by both 
summer and winter recreaƟonists, BETA has first hand experience with the impact of climate change and 
extreme weather events on the forest landscape and recreaƟon infrastructure.  Through modern trail 
design and construcƟon techniques BETA (and numerous studies) has repeatedly shown that not only 
can trails be significantly protected from damage but also the environmental impact due to erosion of 
modern trails is greatly reduced even during major storms.  We have, however, recently seen instances 
where DEC has included natural surface trails when calculaƟng acreage of land disturbance for post-
construcƟon stormwater miƟgaƟon (typically detenƟon ponds) and we strongly oppose this as a costly 
and ineffecƟve way of aƩempƟng to show aƩenƟon to the issue.  Trail networks typically cover many 
acres of vegetated land and modern construcƟon of trails is intended to disperse storm water as “sheet 
flow” across the forest floor, not collect that water and direct it to a central locaƟon for storage.  Efforts 
to increase climate change resilience should be carefully assessed to ensure that the desired outcome is 
likely to be achieved and that the cost of implementaƟon is considered. 

 

Unit Management Plan Deadlines 

The APA summary of amendment items includes a subject “Removal of dates/deadlines that have 
passed”.  We recognize that inclusion of specific dates that have already passed is not useful in the 
APSLMP but we do believe that providing specific requirements for compleƟon of unit management 
plans is necessary and that the statement “should commit the necessary resources” is insufficient 
oversight of NYSDEC.  Because UMPs are criƟcal guiding documents for land management, areas where 
there is no UMP or where UMP’s have not been amended for many years results in an inability to 
manage public use of the forest preserve. 

 

DefiniƟon of a Cross Country Ski Trail 

In addiƟon to these comments on the proposed amendment we would like to highlight another element 
of the APSLMP which needs to be revised.  The current definiƟon of a cross country ski trail (DefiniƟons, 
page 19, secƟon 9) is “Cross Country Ski Trail – a marked and maintained path or way for cross country 
ski or snowshoe travel, which has the same dimensions and character and may also serve as a foot trail, 
…”.  The requirement that a ski trail be the same dimensions as a foot trail is not rooted in any 
management objecƟves and neither the definiƟon of bicycle trails nor snowmobile trails contain this 
language.  This link to foot trail dimensions unnecessarily limits the ability to create and manage low 
impact ski trails on the forest preserve.  In fact, currently APA and DEC are working with the Trail 
Stewardship Working Group, represenƟng environmental and recreaƟonal groups across the park, to 
develop Trail Design Parameters for foot, bicycle, equestrian, snowmobile, AND cross country ski.  These 
design parameters for ski trails are in conflict with the APSLMP definiƟon since the dimensions are not 
idenƟcal to those of a foot trail. 

 



 
Recommendation 
Retaining the intent of the current language, revise the definition to: Cross Country Ski Trail – a 
marked and maintained path or way for cross country ski or snowshoe travel, which is located 
and designed to provide reasonable access in a manner causing the least effect on the 
surrounding environment and not constructed, maintained or groomed with the use of motor 
vehicles.   

 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comment and we are commiƩed to working with APA and DEC 
to enhance the quality of life of residents and visitors of the Adirondack Park as well as the economic 
vitality of businesses through outdoor recreaƟon on a system of high quality and enjoyable trails across 
our region. 

Sincerely, 

 

Glenn Glover 
ExecuƟve Director 
Barkeater Trails Alliance 
P.O. Box 843, Lake Placid, NY  12946 
glenn@betatrails.org 
425-444-6281 



95 Hulls Falls Road 
Keene, New York   12942 

stephenburrington@gmail.com, 617/721-0175 
 

November 29, 2024 
 

 
By Email 
 
Megan Phillips 
Deputy Director of Planning  
Adirondack Park Agency  
PO Box 99  
Ray Brook, NY   12977  
 
Re: 2024 Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan --

Accessibility 
 
Dear Ms. Phillips: 
 
 I am writing to submit the following comments on the accessibility-related provisions of 
the proposed amendments to the State Land Master Plan, particularly the provisions 
concerning access for people with mobility disabilities.   
 
 The draft amendments take an essential step toward greater accessibility by extending 
to unit management plans for all areas the obligation of the Department of Environmental 
Conservation to identify “management actions to improve access to and enjoyment of [a] unit’s 
lands and waters by persons with disabilities.”  (Page 12.)  This change, eliminating the former 
limitation to “intensive use, historic and appropriate portions of wild forest areas accessible by 
motor vehicles,” reflects the reality that opportunities for individuals with disabilities exist 
across most DEC lands and are profoundly important to well-being and quality of life.  
 

The emergence of adaptive mountain bikes (aMTBs) and other mobility devices, 
together with programs that facilitate participation in adaptive outdoor recreation, have greatly 
expanded the boundaries of what’s possible and interest by people with mobility disabilities.  In 
recent years it has become possible for many more people with mobility disabilities to 
mountain bike, kayak, camp and in other ways experience places that were previously out of 
reach – and to do so without harming the natural resources of wild areas.  As indicated in the 
draft amendments and discussed below, adaptive outdoor recreation by people with disabilities 
is protected by the Americans with Disabilities Act. 

 
 I endorse the draft amendments’ language pertaining to accessibility and, in the interest 
of supporting effective public dialogue and implementation by DEC, recommend a few modest 
clarifications of how Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices will be managed on state lands: 
 

mailto:stephenburrington@gmail.com
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1.  Clarify that DEC is required by federal law to permit the use of OPDMDs by 
individuals with mobility disabilities unless it can be demonstrated that a particular class of 
OPDMDs cannot satisfy safety standards.  Under US Department of Justice regulations 
implementing the ADA, a state entity cannot simply exclude OPDMDs or treat them the same as 
motor vehicles used by the general population in determining where and how they may be 
used.   The DOJ regulations state that a public entity  
 

shall make reasonable modifications in its policies, practices, or procedures to permit 
the use of other power-driven mobility devices by individuals with mobility disabilities, 
unless the public entity can demonstrate that the class of other power-driven mobility 
devices cannot be operated in accordance with legitimate safety requirements that the 
public entity has adopted. . . . 

 
(28 CFR §35.137(b)(1).)  The OPDMD provisions in the draft amendments are thus simply 
acknowledging in summary fashion what federal law requires.  (Pages 13, 21.)  According to 
media accounts of a recent public hearing, some commenters urge APA to delete the OPDMD 
provisions, apparently on the basis of a misconception about the legal basis of DEC’s obligation 
to accommodate appropriate OPDMD use.  This reaction to the draft OPDMD provisions 
underscores the need for clarity about OPDMDs’ status and the legal framework governing 
their management. 
 

2.  Include the assessment factors DEC must use to determine whether a particular 
type of OPDMD should be allowed in a given area.  Federal law does not require that a 
disabled individual be allowed to use any type of OPDMD anywhere on state land, regardless of 
its impact.  The DOJ regulations specify that, in determining whether a particular OPDMD 
should be allowed in a given area, a state entity shall consider the following five “assessment 
factors”: 
 

(i) The type, size, weight, dimensions, and speed of the device;  
(ii) The facility’s volume of pedestrian traffic (which may vary at different times of the 

day, week, month, or year);  
(iii) The facility’s design and operational characteristics (e.g., whether its service, 

program, or activity is conducted indoors, its square footage, the density and placement 
of stationary devices, and the availability of storage for the device, if requested by the 
user);  

(iv) Whether legitimate safety requirements can be established to permit the safe 
operation of the other power-driven mobility device in the specific facility; and  

(v) Whether the use of the other power-driven mobility device creates a substantial 
risk of serious harm to the immediate environment or natural or cultural resources, or 
poses a conflict with Federal land management laws and regulations.  

 

(28 CFR §35.137(b)(2) (emphasis added).)  Thus, for example, an ATV that would tear up the 
landscape, or produce air pollutant emissions or levels of noise that would harm wildlife, would 
on most or indeed nearly all state lands in the Adirondacks create “a substantial risk of serious 
harm to the immediate environment or natural or cultural resources.”  By including the 
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assessment factors in its provisions concerning OPDMDs, the SLMP would address a 
demonstrated need for broader public understanding of the framework to be used in making 
management decisions about OPDMDs across all state land classifications and units. 
 
 3.  Specify in guidelines for all land classifications that OPDMDs whose operating 
characteristics and impacts are similar to those of bicycles may be used wherever bicycles 
may be used.  There is at least one category of OPDMD which the SLMP should categorically 
allow wherever bicycles are permitted: adaptive mountain bikes, or aMTBs, with e-assist.  
Under the DOJ regulations implementing the ADA, allowing aMTBs with e-assist where 
conventional mountain bikes or other bicycles are allowed is indeed probably required as a 
“reasonable modification[] in [DEC’s] policies, practices, or procedures” (28 CFR §35.137(b)(1).  
aMTBs include hand-cycles (either seated or kneeling), recumbent leg-cycles, bucket bikes, and 
tandem bikes.  In the case of hand-cycles, even riders with considerable upper body strength 
sometimes need e-assist on all but flat, very smooth routes.  aMTBs do not reach speeds as 
high as conventional mountain bikes or other bicycles do, so regulating aMTB speeds on trails 
or roads where conventional bicycles are allowed is not warranted.  Noise from aMTBs’ e-assist 
is imperceptible more than a few feet away and well within the overall sound level of 
conventional bicycles on trails and unpaved roads.  aMTBs are wider that conventional bicycles, 
but can operate on single-track trails without greater impact on soils or vegetation than 
conventional mountain bikes have.   
 

 Using an adaptive mountain bike to experience otherwise inaccessible places has an 
enormous positive impact on the quality of life of many people with mobility disabilities.  APA is 
taking a critically important step by providing a framework in the SLMP for accommodating 
aMTBs and other OPDMDs as required by the ADA and in a manner consistent with state laws 
and policies protecting the resources of the park.  Thank you for focusing on accessibility in the 
SLMP amendments and for taking my comments into consideration.   
 

       Sincerely,  
 

        
       Stephen H. Burrington   
 

 
        
cc: Jason Thurston, Chair, Accessibility Advisory Committee 

Leah Akins, Statewide ADA Accessibility Coordinator, Department of Environmental 
Conservation 
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November 25, 2024 

Ms. Megan Phillips 
Adirondack Park Agency 
P.O. Box 99 
Ray Brook, NY 12977 

Dear Ms. Phillips, 

HOUSE ARMED SERVICES 
COMMITTEE 

HOUSE PERMANENT SELECT 
COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION 
AND THE WORKFORCE 

HOUSE SELECT SUBCOMMITTEE 
ON THE WEAPONIZATION OF 
THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 

I am writing in support of the Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance and their request to the 
Adirondack Park Agency to insert an amendment to the State Land Use Master Plan to include 
the Lake George Battlefield Park and Lake George Battleground Campground in the listing of 
State-owned facilities classified as "Historic " properties within the Adirondack Park. 

Currently, those properties are classified under the APA1s "Intensive Use" category. The direct 
result of this classification is that artifacts discovered on the properties are not cared for in the 
way they deserve, given their importance in telling the history of our country. 

A Historic classification will help protect these properties by minimizing topographical 
alterations and preserving their scenic, natural, and open space attributes. The change in 
classification would also facilitate the State's enhanced stewardship of the property to reflect a 
prioritization based on historic preservation rather than recreation. The location is a National 
Register of Historic Places-listed property referenced as the Lake George Battlefield Park 
Historic District and meets eligibility requirements for the APA's Historic classification. 

These sites were the locations of key events during the French & Indian War and the American 
Revolution, are important elements of our national heritage, and deserve the additional 
protections that the Historic designation will afford. It is for these reasons that I support the Lake 
George Battlefield Alliance in its efforts to reclassify these properties. Please do not hesitate to 
contact Jonathan Carman in my Plattsburgh office at 518-561-2324 should you have any 
questions. 

EAST GREENBUSH 
99TROY ROAD 

SUITE 312 
EAST GREENBUSH, NY 12061 

(518) 242-4707 

Sincerely, 

{~'-11-~~ 
ELISE STEFANIK 
Member of Congress 

OGDENSBURG 
330 FORD STREET 

SUITE 88 
OGDENSBURG, NY 13669 

(315) 541-2670 

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 

PLATTSBURGH 
137 MARGARET STREET 

SUITE 100 
PLATTSBURGH, NY 12901 

(518) 561- 2324 
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I Finger Lakes Independence Center 

Opening Doors to Independence 

Re: Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan 

Dear APA c/o Megan Phillips, 

December 2, 2024 

Thank you for accepting public comment on proposed amendments to the Adirondack 
Park State Land Master Plan. As a person with a disability and a disability advocate, I 
care personally about ensuring that the State is meeting its obligation to help disabled 
people access and enjoy public lands in the Adirondack Park. That's why including 
accessibility in the updated Master Plan is important. Adding accepted definitions for the 
variety of mobility devices disabled people use to navigate the outdoors and standards 
based on federal law provides clarity to the State and APA. I support the proposed 
amendments on accessibility. 

Ample research has demonstrated the positive impacts that access to nature has on 
both physical and mental health (Bulger, 2023). It is discriminatory and illegal, per the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (1990), to refuse Reasonable Accommodations to 
people with disabilities. I am fortunate to live in Tompkins County, NY, that has ample 
trails and outdoor areas to enjoy. Lime Hollow, a nature center in nearby Cortland, NY, 
actually has their own Action TrackChair available for visitors to use, with no negative 
impact to the trails and surround areas (Lime Hollow Nature Center). I strongly urge you 
to consider including Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) in your plans for 
the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan. 

Thank you for your time, 

Andrea Champlin 
Statewide Systems Advocate 
Finger Lakes Independence Center 

215 5th Street, Ithaca, NY 14850 • (607) 272-2433 • Fax: (607) 272-0902 • info@fliconline.org • www.fliconline.org 



• 
Finger Lakes Independence Center 
Opening Doors to Independence 
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October 24, 2024 
 
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director for Planning 
NYS Adirondack Park Agency 
P.O. Box 99 
Ray Brook, NY 12977 
 
Re. Proposed Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan (APSLMP) amendments 

Dear Ms. Phillips, 
 
We have serious concerns about the speed by which major amendments to the APSLMP have been 
authorized to proceed to public hearing and comment. The introduction of major APSLMP amendments, 
the briefest of discussion with Agency Members, and the vote to send them to hearing all took place 
during a single Agency meeting. That is an unduly hasty process resulting in negative consequences.  

Rushed Process to Amend the SLMP:  The State Land Master Plan stresses that “strong public 
involvement in the whole process of revision and review should be encouraged.”  In addition to the 
legally required public hearings, “appropriate publicity and sufficient notice about proposed changes are 
also necessary to permit maximum public participation” (APSLMP, page 9).  Prior to the September 
Agency Meeting agenda there appears to have been no publicity and no notice about proposed changes 
before the entire package was voted to proceed with public comment.  

To our knowledge there were no stakeholder meetings or any meeting of the Agency’s State Land 
Committee where discussion could have taken place that would inform the public of coming major 
amendments, and where issues and concerns about any of the amendments underway could have 
improved the amendment proposals.  

Amendments Weaken the Master Plan: Several amendments seriously weaken the Master Plan in direct 
violation of its unifying theme and paramount purpose (protection and preservation of the natural 
resources), and the 1979 Programmatic EIS for Amending the Master Plan. Prime examples of such 
weakening are the new definitions of Motor Vehicle and Other Power-Driven Mobility Device, and the 
Accessibility section.  

As proposed the SLMP motor vehicle definition, which has long included all types of all-terrain vehicles 
(ATV), would now exclude “wheelchairs, or other power-drive mobility devices” (OPDMD).  Although 
federal Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) identifies all-terrain vehicles (ATV) and golf carts as one of 
many classes of OPDMD, Forest Preserve law and Part 196 of DEC regulations prohibit this class of 
OPDMD (ATV) from Wilderness and Wild Forest trails.   

ADIRONDACK WILD 
FR I ENDS OF THE FOREST PRESERVE 
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Public use of motor vehicles in Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas is expressly prohibited by the 
Master Plan. Both the Master Plan and interrelated DEC regulations (Part 196) prohibit public use of 
motor vehicles such as ATVs on any Wild Forest trail. By excluding all classes of OPDMD from the SLMP 
Motor Vehicle definition, the proposed amendment injects massive public confusion and serious legal 
and constitutional conflicts.   

Altering the motor vehicle definition in the SLMP would also violate the Final Programmatic EIS for 
Guidelines to Amend the Master Plan which states on page 30 that “guidelines should be designed to 
protect the character of Wilderness, Primitive, Canoe and Wild Forest areas. The very foundation of 
Wilderness is the guideline which prohibits motorized access by the public and severely restricts such 
access by the Department of Environmental Conservation. Alteration of this guideline to permit 
generalized use of motor vehicles or aircraft would destroy the character of Wilderness, a cornerstone of 
the Master Plan.”  

There is no legal justification to weaken the Master Plan by excluding all classes of power-driven 
mobility devices (OPDMD) from the definition of Motor Vehicle, or by granting DEC complete discretion 
over where OPDMD can operate in the Forest Preserve. Nothing we can find in U.S. Justice rules to 
implement the ADA requires these APSLMP changes.  In fact, U.S. Justice ADA rules provide five 
assessment factors which enable DEC to condition or restrict OPDMD from Wilderness and Wild Forest 
trails, and thus abide by current APSLMP definitions and guidelines, and DEC regulations.   

Accessibility: Highly problematic is the new, poorly drafted Accessibility section, specifically this:  
“keeping with ADA Title II regulations on mobility devices (CFR § 35.137), wheelchairs are allowed on 
state lands anywhere that pedestrian access is permitted. The DEC is responsible for interpreting federal 
regulations and guidance to determine where the use of Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices 
(OPDMDs) may be appropriate.”  

The first sentence is correct and sufficient.  Wheelchairs are allowed on state lands anywhere that 
pedestrian access is permitted. The second sentence contradicts other parts of the SLMP and DEC 
regulations. Use of ATVs on Wild Forest or Wilderness trails would fundamentally alter the Forest 
Preserve, the nature of DEC’s program for the Forest Preserve, and the Forest Preserve’s constitutional 
protection, upheld by our Court of Appeals in 2021. DEC is legally and constitutionally constrained from 
exercising discretion to allow OPDMD to drive anywhere on the Forest Preserve.  The second sentence 
must, therefore, be dropped to avoid obvious legal conflicts.  

The only places that ATV and golf cart class of OPDMD should be authorized to travel would be Forest 
Preserve roads signed as open to motor vehicles, or roads open exclusively for persons with disabilities 
under Commissioner Policy 3 (CP-3).  On trails, wheelchairs, powered or not, are clearly authorized. All 
classes of OPDMD are not.  

The U.S. Department of Justice rules provide NYS DEC with five Assessment Factors which condition or 
restrict where OPDMD may be allowed and encourages DEC to issue a policy for OPDMD use. These 
assessment factors include the type, size, weight, dimensions, and speed of the device; safe operation of 
the OPDMD and safety requirements; and a substantial risk of serious harm to the environment or 
natural or cultural resources caused by use of OPDMD. Clearly, the nature of the OPDMD device, their 
safe operation on Forest Preserve, and serious harm to wilderness resources and conditions would all 
qualify as factors to restrict OPDMD in Wilderness, Primitive, Canoe and on Wild Forest trails.  Our 
reading of U.S. Justice rules tells us that use of OPDMD on the Forest Preserve should be addressed 
through the existing DEC CP-3 program and through written DEC Policy on use of OPDMD, applying the 
relevant assessment factors, and not through weakening APSLMP amendments.  
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Unit Management Planning/Carrying Capacity: The new material about carrying capacity study in UMPs 
is awkward, poorly drafted, and misleading. In this draft, the reader gets the impression that the SLMP 
has substituted Visitor Use Management for Carrying Capacity, when in truth VUM steps and methods 
are merely the most contemporary, national and state adopted tools for understanding and applying 
carrying capacity analysis. The work of evaluating the carrying capacity of Forest Preserve, lands and 
waters, remains basic and essential to unit management planning as described within the APSLMP. Your 
proposed amendment language undermines and misconstrues this fundamental requirement.  

 It simply is not true that “carrying capacity has been a concept for determining how many people could 
use a given recreational setting before impacts are unacceptable.”  This proposed language is  outdated 
and discredited. Since the High Peaks UMP was adopted in 1999, it has been accepted by DEC and APA 
that “by focusing on determining how many visitors an area could accommodate, it was found that 
managers lost sight of basic wilderness goals and objectives…this changed the question ‘how many is too 
many’ to ‘how much change is acceptable.’ Viewed in this context, carrying capacity can be used to 
prescribe what kind of resource and social conditions are acceptable, compare them to on-the-ground 
conditions, and identify the management actions needed to maintain or restore the desired wilderness 
condition” (High Peaks Wilderness Unit Management Plan, page 106).  

We urge APA-DEC to use the above clear description of carrying capacity analysis taken directly from the 
High Peaks UMP and added to all UMPs adopted since 1999.  

If under UMP Development a new paragraph is needed about VUM, and we are not certain that it is, we 
suggest this taken from the Draft DEC-APA Guidance on Visitor Use Management (May 2021): 

The unifying theme should serve to focus attention on two critical sets of characteristics: the 
natural resource conditions of our State lands and the visitor experiences that are desired and 
considered appropriately suited to each area’s land classification. Active management of both 
the setting for recreational use (natural and managerial) and the recreational use itself should 
have the primary goal of achieving and maintaining these desired characteristics. Visitor-use 
management – or “VUM” – is simply the name of a process designed by experienced 
professionals to help achieve this goal.” 

 
Use of VUM is intended to satisfy what are the APSLMP’s most important directives regarding 
UMPs: that they should be based on assessments of the carrying capacities of each area’s 
resources, and they should prescribe management aimed at: 1) ensuring those carrying 
capacities are not exceeded; and, 2) rehabilitating any areas whose resources – both natural and 
experiential – are suffering degradation due to overuse.” 

 
Wilderness – Motor Vehicles, proposed Guideline 7: This proposed new guideline baldly conflicts with 
the spirit and plain letter of other APSLMP guidelines. Its addition now can only be viewed as an effort by 
DEC, abetted by APA, to maneuver around fundamental restrictions on the administrative use of motor 
vehicles in Wilderness.  It  must be removed.  
 
The proposed new guideline 7 states that “Irrespective of the above or any other guidelines in this 
master plan, use of motor vehicles by administrative personnel to remove non-conforming structures or 
improvements after the phase-out period will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis by the Agency. This 
work must occur during the off-peak seasons.” 
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DEC’s lack of capacity (or will) to remove non-conforming structures or improvements from Wilderness 
during the three-year period following classification was clearly anticipated fifty years ago by guideline 3. 
Guideline 3 allows the DEC Commissioner to authorize use of motorized equipment and aircraft, but not 
motor vehicles, to remove non-conforming structures from Wilderness at any time – including after the 
three-year phase-out period.  
 
Proposed guideline 7, giving APA the authority to allow administrative motor vehicles on a discretionary 
basis, baldly contradicts the express purpose of guideline 3 to limit DEC to the use of motorized 
equipment and aircraft, but not motor vehicles. In fact, proposed guideline 7 which allows APA to 
evaluate DEC use of motor vehicles on a case-by-case basis is so open-ended that it winds up conflicting 
with guideline 2 wherein “administrative personnel will not use motor vehicles, motorized equipment or 
aircraft for day-to-day administration, maintenance or research.” 
 
Again, new guideline 7 must be removed or it will pose serious legal conflicts with the existing APSLMP 
restrictions on use of motor vehicles by administrative personnel, and with the Final Programmatic EIS 
governing amendments to the APSLMP. 
 
Wilderness – Structures and Improvements, Beaver Control Structures: beaver control structures, while 
useful in controlling water levels and preventing flooding without trapping and killing beaver colonies, 
require perpetual maintenance and repair.  In general, the repeated incursions needed to install, 
maintain, and replace steel and other man-made equipment required as water levelers wherever 
beavers are causing issues make them inappropriate and non-conforming for areas managed as 
Wilderness. Beaver control structures are most definitely not subsets of what the APSLMP calls “wildlife 
management structures… essential to the preservation of wilderness wildlife values and resources.” 
Beaver control structures are deployed out of convenience to preserve man-made structures, 
infrastructure, and personal property, not public Wilderness.  
 
The draft amendments should not approve of beaver control structures, meaning heavy steel structures 
and their perpetual maintenance and rehabilitation on trailheads, etc. as conforming with Wilderness, 
Primitive or Canoe area definition, guidelines, and standards.   
 
Appropriate bridges made of natural materials and trail relocations are the correct and APSLMP-
conforming approach to beaver management in Adirondack Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe.  
 
As a way forward, beaver control structures could, if necessary, be added to the Boundary Structures and 
Improvements section of the APSLMP Wilderness guidelines so that beaver control structures would be 
considered solely for peripheral control in Wilderness within 500 feet of a public highway.  
 
In Wild Forest, beaver control structures, as proposed to be added to that section’s Structures and 
Improvements, would be conforming to the existing Wild Forest definition and guidelines.  
 
Climate Change: The new, proposed climate change section of UMP Development is a positive, but 
mostly hortatory addition to the APSLMP. However, the suggested list of management actions and 
alternatives to assess and plan for climate change vulnerabilities is incomplete as written.  
 
Right-sizing bridges and culverts and sustainable trail construction, and green infrastructure and 
appropriate storm water management improvements can indeed help to mitigate onsite flooding at 
public facilities as well as protect water quality – as written.  
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Glaringly omitted from these chosen examples of managing the Forest Preserve through modifications of 
its environment is the avoidance of making material modifications in the Forest Preserve in the first 
place, for example:  
 

o By not designing and constructing certain roads, trails, or other improvements for snowmobiling, 
for example, DEC addresses the Climate Act by not incurring expense and resource damage all 
for trails lacking in snow cover due to climate change.  

o By not allowing public use of motor vehicles on slopes with highly erodible soils, DEC addresses 
the Climate Act by avoiding washouts exacerbated by intense rainfall events.  

o By not maintaining a dam in the Forest Preserve and by allowing some dams to be breached, 
DEC addresses the Climate Act by restoring waterbodies to their pre-industrial levels, and 
thereby also freeing up DEC operations and maintenance expense.   

 
Water:  Since the first APSLMP, 1972, water resources are identified “as critical to the integrity of the 
Park,” and “a genuine need exists to insure that the scale and intensity of water-oriented uses are 
consistent with uses of adjoining state and private lands and the general character of the Park.” To this 
end, “a comprehensive study of Adirondack lakes and ponds should be conducted by the DEC to 
determine each water body’s capacity to withstand various uses, particularly motorized uses and to 
maintain and enhance its biological, natural and aesthetic qualities.” 
 
Since 2016 Members of the Agency have consistently and publicly urged the DEC to finally undertake 
what the SLMP has long called for, waterbody carrying capacity studies. In response, DEC verbally agrees, 
but has consistently failed to put recommendations into action – despite having a well-studied 
methodology to conduct such work in its possession since 2011 (See Forest Preserve Carrying Capacity of 
Waterbodies Study, Phase 1, Selecting Indicators for Monitoring Recreational Impacts). 

Because pressures on Adirondack lakes and ponds are increasing every year, we had hoped that APA 
would explicitly direct DEC to undertake waterbody carrying capacity studies, appropriately defined and 
described, in the APSLMP section dealing with Unit Management Plan Development. The failure to do so 
in these draft amendments is glaring and a serious missed opportunity. We urge APA to incorporate this 
subject in this APSLMP amendment package. 
 Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
David Gibson, Managing Partner, on behalf of 
Adirondack Wild: Friends of the Forest Preserve 
 
P.O. Box 9247 
Niskayuna, NY 12309 
www.adirondackwild.org 
518-469-4081 
 
Cc: Agency Members and Designees 
        Barbara Rice, Executive Director, APA 

http://www.adirondackwild.org/
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        Sean Mahar, Acting Commissioner, DEC 
        Governor Kathy Hochul 
        Executive Chamber 
 
   

 

c)(2) of the Americans with Disabilities Act). Wheelchairs can take different 

shapes and address different needs while still meeting the definition of a 

wheelchair. 
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Megan Phillips,  
       Thank you for this opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the State Land Master Plan. The Local Government 
Review Board has discussed these proposed changes with other experts and among the Board itself. Our comments will not necessarily 
be in order of appearance in the State Land Master Plan. 
Other Power-Driven Mobility Device 
        We have always believed the State Land Master Plan was somewhat of an elitist document. The only activity that is allowed with 
seemingly no limits is hiking. Clearly hiking in the Adirondacks requires an able-bodied person. Unfortunately, at a recent hearing on 
the amendments in Albany, I was present to hear multiple people claim the disabled should be happy with what they have. Referencing 
the Galusha settlement more than 20 years ago. Before the 2010 and 2020 ADA revisions. That OPDMD should not be allowed. These 
comments came across as very elitist. Not to mention against Federal Law. 
        The Local Government Review Board applauds DEC and APA for publicly embracing the American with Disabilities Act. We believe 
the act rightly states the disabled have a right to the mobility device of their choice. Which will allow them to ask for a permit to use 
their mobility device on Forest Preserve. The ADA also gives common sense and practical reasons to deny a permit to a specific 
location. However, the ADA seems clear, there can be no predetermined outcome. We believe that our disabled deserve this level of 
respect. To self-determine their ability to explore the Adirondacks. 
        We support adding the definition of OPDM to the definitions in the State Land Master Plan. The State Land Master Plan is a 
guidance document, similar to a Towns Comprehensive plan. We agree with APA and DEC that this should be the first step. The second 
step should be using the experience gained in permitting the disabled and their OPDMD’s to propagate policies for their use. 
Visitor Use Management  
         We support adding VUM into the State Land Master Plan. Visitor Use Management has a consistent methodology to actually 
determine Carrying Capacity. We have heard the concerns of advocacy groups that APA and DEC will use VUM to just increase visitor 
use. There are many underutilized areas in the Park where it is appropriate to increase visitors. Local Government was assured with 
each land purchase that a tourism economy would replace the disrupted Forest products economy. That said, we would like to believe 
the concerns from those who advocated for VUM, stem from two very busy Forest Preserve sights chosen as pilots for VUM. It is not 
practical to believe you can limit people from these sites in a short period of time. It is our understanding the VUM process will help 
determine management decisions to mitigate damage in these high use areas. In the short run this may look like being visitor centric. 
We trust that DEC and APA can use VUM for it’s intended purpose.  
Removal of non-conforming structures 
           Recently an old cabin, on state land that had not been torn down burned. It had no electricity, there was to the best of my 
knowledge no indication of someone having a fire in that cabin recently. Even if the cabin burned due to illegal use of the cabin, it is a 
fire threat to the Forest Preserve. We have had the warmest driest November in my memory. We believe we can trust APA to 
determine if a building that was not destroyed in the original 3-year window, can be accessed to tear it down without violating the 
Constitution. The short period of time needed to tear down and remediate a sight is likely less impactful than a forest fire. Tearing 
down these old structures will remove any lead or asbestosis that these old structures likely contain. Benefiting the environment by 
removing these contaminates from the Forest Preserve.  
Other definitions 
       We think it wise to exempt wheel chairs and OPDMD’s in the Motor Vehicle definition. Also, adding a definition for wheel chairs. 
Allowing Beaver Control structures is probably wise. We have all seen the damage from breached dams during significant rain events. 
  
Removing the language requiring Unit Management Plans be updated every 5 years. 
        This is the one change that the Local Government Review Board vehemently disagrees with. This language was added in the late 
80’s. We have heard APA staff call the State Land Master Plan an aspirational document. We feel the timelines are aspirational. We 
also know despite funding in the 90’s to attempt to meet this aspirational goal, it did not happen. To remove this language seems to 
say there is no need to revisit UMP’s. We also feel that Local Governments could receive more benefit from reviewing and updating 
UMP’s. As recreation has changed in the last 30 plus years. We also would like to see a reasonable time table for completing unit 
management plans in the State Land Master Plan for Units with out plans. Currently units that were purchased in 1979 are without a 
UMP.  
 
 

ADIRONDACK PARK 
LOCAL COVERNME T R VIEW BOARD 

mailto:gdelaneylgrb@gmail.com
mailto:ctuttle@danc.org
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Glade Skiing 
         The Local Government Review Board has supported this addition to the State Land Master Plan. We believe this is a low impact 
sport. Cutting small whips at most. We strongly suggest consideration to add this sport in the State Land Master Plan as an acceptable 
use.  
 Thank you for allowing us these comments. 
 
                                                            Gerald Delaney 

 
 
 
 



From: E Dellureficio
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Adirondacks ADA
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 6:30:36 PM

Dear APA c/o Megan Phillips,

Thank you for accepting public comment on proposed amendments to the Adirondack
Park State Land Master Plan. I care personally about ensuring that the State is
meeting its obligation to help disabled people access and enjoy public lands in the
Adirondack Park. That’s why including accessibility in the updated Master Plan is
important. Adding accepted definitions for the variety of mobility devices disabled
people use to navigate the outdoors and standards based on federal law provides
clarity to the State and APA. I support the proposed amendments on accessibility.

We like to go hiking and we need trails that are in the wilderness and don’t have roots
on them and do not have a large grade so we don’t have to push uphill so much.

Thank you

Liz Dellureficio

New Yorker and mom to wheelchair user

mailto:lizdellu@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


ADIRONDACK COUNCIL 
ADIRONDACK MOUNTAIN CLUB 

ADIRONDACK WILD: FRIENDS OF THE FOREST PRESERVE 
ADIRONDACK WILDNERNESS ADVOCATES 

PROTECT THE ADIRONDACKS! 
 
 
December 3, 2024 
 
Hon. Kathy Hochul, Governor 
State of New York 
Executive Chamber 
State Capitol 
Albany, NY 12224 
 
RE: Adirondack Park Agency’s Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State 

Land Master Plan 
 
Dear Governor Hochul: 
 
The undersigned Adirondack Park advocacy groups respectfully urge you to intervene to prevent 
an unprecedented and significantly damaging change to the Adirondack Park State Land Master 
Plan (Master Plan) that is being proposed by the Adirondack Park Agency (APA). The proposed 
change, in the context of updating the Master Plan in terms of accessibility, would erroneously 
allow public motor vehicle use in Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas. Without exception, the 
signatory groups strongly support and have been vocal advocates for making the Adirondack Park 
welcoming and expanding access for persons with disabilities to recreational opportunities in the 
Adirondack Forest Preserve. As discussed below, such expanded access for people with disabilities 
has been and can continue to be achieved without taking the drastic step of amending the Master 
Plan in the way proposed by APA and DEC.   
 
Specifically, APA is proposing to amend the Master Plan’s definition of “motor vehicle” to exclude 
Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs).  OPDMDs are defined in the Americans With 
Disabilities Act (ADA) as “any mobility device powered by batteries, fuel, or other engines–– 
whether or not designed primarily for use by individuals with mobility disabilities––that is used 
by individuals with mobility disabilities for the purpose of locomotion, . . . , or any mobility device 
designed to operate in areas without defined pedestrian routes, but that is not a wheelchair.” This 
broad definition includes, among other things, cars, trucks, all-terrain vehicles, golf carts, and 
Segways. This specific change, the exemption of OPDMDs from the Master Plan’s definition of 
“motor vehicle,” is a problem because it will weaken the Master Plan’s protection of the 
Constitutionally-protected Forest Preserve. 

The Master Plan has, since its inception 52 years ago, prohibited the public use of motor vehicles 
in Forest Preserve lands classified as Wilderness, Primitive, or Canoe—all of which are required 
to be managed to preserve and enhance the wilderness character of these unique places. Motor 



vehicle use can be, and is, permitted in other Forest Preserve classifications, such as Wild Forest 
and Intensive Use—which comprise over fifty percent of the Adirondack Forest Preserve.   

Notably, the ADA does not require the State to allow OPDMDs to be used in Wilderness, Primitive 
and Canoe areas because it specifically excludes such use where it would “fundamentally alter” 
the nature of the program offered.  In this case, the nature of the program is to preserve wild areas 
free from human development and motor vehicles.  To achieve this, “[t]he primary wilderness 
management guideline will be to achieve and perpetuate a natural plant and animal community 
where man’s influence is not apparent.”  Master Plan at 22.  Public use of motor vehicles is not 
permitted because it is inconsistent with this management guideline.   

The important and laudable goal of expanding access to the Forest Preserve for persons with 
disabilities can be achieved through development by DEC of a policy describing where, and under 
what conditions, OPDMDs may be appropriate for use on State lands that are not classified as 
Forest Preserve Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe. This would provide needed guidance to the public 
and persons with disabilities looking for accessible opportunities concerning use of OPDMDs on 
Forest Preserve lands, and the development of State OPDMD policies is strongly urged by the U.S. 
Department of Justice. Development of an OPDMD policy would avoid the unnecessary and 
detrimental change to the Master Plan’s definition of “motor vehicle” proposed by APA. 

In conclusion, we ask you to intervene by  

(1) directing APA to remove the proposed exclusion of OPDMDs from the Master Plan’s 
definition of “motor vehicle” and remove the proposed definition of OPDMD from the 
Master Plan; and 
 

(2) directing DEC to develop a statewide policy for the use of OPDMDs by persons with 
disabilities that includes a prohibition of use on designated Wilderness, Primitive and 
Canoe Forest Preserve lands. 
  

As always, we would welcome the opportunity to meet with you or your staff to discuss this issue 
further. 

 

Sincerely, 

Raul J. Aguirre, Executive Director, Adirondack Council 

Julia Goren, Interim Executive Director, Adirondack Mountain Club 

David Gibson, Managing Partner, Adirondack Wild: Friends of the Forest Preserve 

Pete Nelson, Chair, Adirondack Wilderness Advocates 

Peter Bauer, Executive Director, Protect the Adirondacks! 

 

C: Sean Mahar, DEC Commissioner 



 Katie Petronis, DEC Deputy Commissioner for Natural Resources 
Adriana Espinoza, DEC Deputy Commissioner for Equity and Justice 

 Tonia Wheeler, Director, DEC Office of Diversity, Inclusion and Civil Rights 
Leah Akins, DEC Statewide ADA Accessibility Coordinator 
Molly Breslin, DEC Office of General Counsel 
Thomas Richards, DEC Office of General Counsel 

 Fiona Watt, Director, Division of Lands and Forests 
Josh Clague, Chief, Bureau of Forest Preserve  
McCrea Burnham, Catskill Coordinator, Bureau of Forest Preserve  

 John Ernst, APA Chair 
 Barbara Rice, APA Executive Director 
 Megan Phillips, APA Deputy Director for Planning 
 Damion Stodola, APA Counsel 
 Ashley Dougherty, Assistant Secretary for the Environment, Executive Chamber 

Kim Hill, Chief Disability Officer, Executive Chamber 
 Ben Thapa, Office of Chief Disability Officer, Executive Chamber 
  

 



December 2, 2024 

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning  
Adirondack Park Agency  
PO Box 99  
Ray Brook, NY 12977  
  

RE: Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan 

Dear Megan, 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the Adirondack Park Agency’s proposed 
amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan. 

We, the undersigned groups, strongly support the right of people with disabilities to have access 
to the Forest Preserve, including access to motor-free Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas. 

We strongly oppose APA’s proposal to exclude OPDMDs from the definition of motor vehicles in 
the Master Plan. OPDMDs are defined in the Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA) as “any 
mobility device powered by batteries, fuel, or other engines–– whether or not designed 
primarily for use by individuals with mobility disabilities––that is used by individuals with 
mobility disabilities for the purpose of locomotion, or any mobility device designed to operate in 
areas without defined pedestrian routes, but that is not a wheelchair.” This broad definition 
includes, among other things, cars, trucks, all-terrain vehicles, golf carts, and Segways—devices 
that are clearly motor vehicles. 

Excluding OPDMDs from the definition of motor vehicles renders these devices conforming in 
all Forest Preserve land management classes. Currently, as APA staff have noted, individuals 
apply to the DEC for a permit to use OPDMDs on Forest Preserve lands. While we acknowledge 
that there is currently a system in place to provide access on a case-by-case basis, a statewide 
policy is needed to provide clear guidance for land managers and people with disabilities. 
Therefore, there is no need for, nor do ADA rules require, the Agency to so drastically alter the 
definition of motor vehicle in the Master Plan—a change that will threaten the very nature of the 
lands the Master Plan was created to protect. 

We urge you to remove the exclusion of OPDMDs from the definition of motor vehicles and to 
remove the proposed definition of OPDMDs from the Master Plan. 

Respectfully,  

 

Raul J. Aguirre, Executive Director, Adirondack Council 

Peter Bauer, Executive Director, Protect the Adirondacks! 

David Gibson, Managing Partner, Adirondack Wild: Friends of the Forest Preserve 

Julia Goren, Acting Executive Director, Adirondack Mountain Club 

Pete Nelson, Chair, Adirondack Wilderness Advocates 

 



1473 River Rd.
North Creek, NY 12853
November 28, 2024

Megan Phillips
Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency

Megan Phillips:

I am very dismayed that after 130 years of struggling to allow the forest preserve to continue its natural
aging in at least parts of it, the supposed Protector of the Process is trying to diminish the wildness of 
the Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe areas.  We have kept even bicycles out of them, but to now open 
the gates for all kinds of motor vehicles, despite the specific ADA rule that the “program”--wildness, 
free of motors—does not have to be destroyed to conform to the ADA, is embarrassing.  What a legacy 
to leave behind you!

I blame Harold Wilm (as did Clarence Petty) for unilaterally allowing motors on forever wild lands, 
and the slippery slope slide is still continuing.  Snowmobiles of today demand wider, smoother, flatter 
roads, with 10,000 pound test bridges for the groomers.  So why not more innocuous motor vehicles 
everywhere for the disabled?   Because those three designations are the last bastions of freedom from 
technology!   Where a person can go and be sure of “a piece of quiet” with no unnatural disruption of 
nature’s way of life by modern technology on the ground.  Even military low-flight airplanes have been
banned from their intrusive disruption of the peace and quiet legislated by the voters of the state in 
1894.  

When a family backpacks into the High Peaks, they are closer to becoming one with the real world as 
did our mountain climbing family in the 50’s.  We were using muscle power to get away from the 
civilized world for a brief time.  A golf cart trundling up the trail would have meant we might as well 
have stayed home.  A disabled columnist writing for an Adirondack paper in the 1990’s noted that if he 
drove into a wild forest on a machine, when he got there it would no longer be wild!  Even the legal 
possibility of a motor vehicle driving in to an area means it is no longer “wild”.  

Most of us will eventually become disabled but we probably will not insist on getting carried into our 
favorite wild places.  The ADA has long been needed and I may need to take advantage of it someday, 
but I would not want to destroy my grandchildren’s chance to feel what the natural world was like 
through the eons and what it could be like on into the forever future (except for the inexorable climate 
chaos) of the Adirondack forest preserve.   There was a fight to keep even bicycles out of the 
Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe areas.   And in 1932 Paul Schaefer and the Mohawk Valley Hiking 
Club fought desperately to keep doodle-bugs and other ATV-like inventions out of trailed forest 
preserve.  They won, they thought!

The Department of Environmental Conservation seems to have an inbred tendency to allow motor 
vehicles where they can make hunting, fishing or trapping easier for their constituencies.  They cannot 
be trusted to decide where and when any motorized vehicles (boats on water in Wilderness too?) should
be allowed.  We would be returning to the mindset of the years before 1932--if you can get there by any
means--then by any means, do it.  

Evelyn Greene





 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Paul B. Hai, Chair, Town of Newcomb Planning Board 
5639 State Troute 28N 
Newcomb, NY 12852 
 
December 2nd, 2024 
 
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning 
Adirondack Park Agency 
PO Box 99 
Ray Brook, NY 12977 
 
Deputy Director Phillips, 
 

As Chair of the Town of Newcomb Planning Board, I submit for consideration the following 
comments in response to the proposed changes to the Adirondack State Land Master Plan. 

Balance 

The State Land Master Plan (SLMP) is an important and laudable document, establishing a 
strategic and long-term vision for managing the public lands owned by New York State within 
the designated Adirondack Park. It is also a contract with the citizens of the State, whose tax 
dollars enable New York to be a national and international model for proactive stewardship of 
our natural resources, and for how those resources are managed for the benefit of citizens of 
the State, as well as visitors from around the world.  

This commitment to the wise use and public benefit of State-owned and managed lands has an 
outsized impact on the sustainability of the 100 plus communities and their residents located 
within the Blue Line.  Changes intended to promote the highest ideals of stewardship for the 
benefit of visitors must be tempered and balanced with practical and pragmatic considerations 
of residents. We recognize striking that balance is extremely difficult, and we appreciate the 
State’s effort to ensure the health of both the natural and human communities of the 
Adirondacks. 

A Living Document 

As a commitment to long-term stewardship, it is critical that the SLMP continue to be a living 
document, one that can adapt to the increasing pressures of recreational use and climate 



change, improved understanding of natural and human ecology, and the promise of new 
management tools and technologies. 

We congratulate the State for undertaking this review of the State Land Master Plan and 
soliciting input on the draft changes, and strongly advocate for the preservation of all specified 
benchmarks included in the SLMP associated with timelines of review and revision. 

Unit Management Plans 

In particular, to maintain its status as a living document, responsive to the demands of the 
present and the needs of the future, it is critical that the State Land Master Plan be supported 
by current and completed Unit Management Plans.  The State must commit fully to the 
completion of Unit Management Plans (UMP) for every Unit, and it is imperative that these 
plans be reviewed and revised on a specifically articulated and regular basis that is not less than 
the current schedule of every five years. Removing the commitment to regular review and 
revision removes the systemic mechanism for the State to apply new understandings, respond 
to new pressures, and embrace new technologies that will increase management efficiency 
and success while simultaneously increasing the quality of the resource and the user 
experience.   

Furthermore, and in support of completing the UMPs, we respectfully suggest the State 
consider improving the UMP structure and process by creating a single, or very limited number 
of over-arching “super units” that function as a new level of documentation and inventory of  
characteristics common to the entire region or to large portions of the region.  This would shift 
the time-consuming process of researching and cataloging all characteristics for every 
individual UMP out of the UMP level, where staff capacity is severely limited, and instead allow 
that limited staff capacity at the Unit level to focus on researching, cataloging and planning for 
just the unique characteristics of each unit. This would significantly increase the efficiency with 
which UMPs are developed by decreasing the level of complexity of each individual plan, both 
of which will positively impact the overall pace of completion and approval of UMPs.  

This “super unit” level would draw on existing data and information created for many of the 
already-approved UMPs, as well as additional input, expertise, and capacity of multiple staff at 
multiple levels of State administration, making it efficient to create by not generating a large 
body of new work and by utilizing shared effort.  In addition, it could be reviewed and revised 
on a longer timeline than the individual UMPs, alleviating the risk of creating a new deadline-
related pressure point overlaid on the existing UMP development, review, and revision 
timelines.  A longer timeline of review for the super unit(s) is reasonable since characteristics 
common across large geographic areas or species populations tend to remain stable over 
longer timeframes (5-10 years), while characteristics unique to limited areas or small 
populations should be monitored more frequently and on shorter timeframes (1-5 years). 

Technology 

We appreciate and welcome the recognition of new technologies, for example E-bikes, as an 
area of necessary research and discussion to determine best planning and management as 
related to use on public lands.  We support this effort and look forward to E-bikes and related 
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ther Pow

ered M
obility D

evices (O
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D
s) being incorporated as broadly as possible into 

existing localities w
here sim

ilar types of access for biking already exist.  

 In addition, w
e fully support reconsidering and increasing access to biking, E-biking and 

O
PM

D
s across all non-w

ilderness units.  W
e strongly encourage increasing and opening access 

to diverse users across age and physical ability scales, opening long sought after opportunities 
for new

 users.   

W
hile w

e support an approach that thoughtfully aligns usage w
ith State Land Classifications 

w
e believe and support a progressive approach to considering how

 technology can be w
isely 

perm
itted to enable the expansion of w

ho has access to State resources.  
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W
e also encourage an exploration of how

 evolving technologies can im
prove the m

anagem
ent 

of State resources, through reducing tim
e and labor requirem

ents. For exam
ple, how

 does the 
evolution of battery technology change the definition of w

hat is “m
otorized?” This question 

extends from
 the current conversation regarding E-bikes to chainsaw

s, w
hich are increasingly 

capable of substantial w
ork at significantly reduced volum

e and w
ith the obvious elim

ination 
of the internal com

bustion engine.  W
hat opportunity is presented by these and other tools to 

im
prove and increase the effi

ciency and quality of resource m
anagem

ent? 

A
s staffi

ng levels continue to be inadequate to m
eet the scale of m

anagem
ent dem

ands, how
 

can em
erging technologies be considered and im

plem
ented to help address this on-going 

challenge? 

W
e advocate for the State to be as proactive and broadm

inded as possible in approving the use 
of evolving and new

 tools and technologies to help achieve m
anagem

ent goals. 

 Thank you for your consideration of these com
m

ents, and please feel free to reach out at your 
convenience w

ith any questions or for clarification regarding the contents of this letter. 
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From: Angela / Grace Angela
To: Stodola, Damion (APA)
Subject: APSLMP Amendments
Date: Tuesday, November 26, 2024 9:29:15 PM

You don't often get email from graceangelahenry@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Counsel Stodola,
I am grateful for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the
Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan (APSLMP), and for APA addressing
accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve
for all people.  

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the
issue of accessibility or provide adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the
Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the
definition of motor vehicles. These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with
Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a reasonable
accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the
program, as it would for Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible
features. This is right and responsible, both for all people and for the natural
resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The current practice of
determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD
policy must be created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use
Management Framework as the preferred tool for determining the amount and types
of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes ecological,
physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does
not include all aspects is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require
planning and analysis related to climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management
Plans.

I am grateful for your taking this into consideration as you advise the APA.

Sincerely,

mailto:graceangelahenry@gmail.com
mailto:Damion.Stodola@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


G. Angela Henry
13 Myers Ln
Hyde Park, NY 12538
917-509-5636
Board Member, Hudson River Valley Greenway Communities Council  



December 2, 2024 

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning 

Adirondack Park Agency 

PO Box 99 

Ray Brook, NY 12977 

Dear Megan, 

I am writing to express my support for the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land 

Master Plan (APSLMP) that focus on improving accessibility, particularly the inclusive definition of Other 

Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs). As someone with a disability, I deeply appreciate the 

recognition that mobility devices, both those designed specifically for individuals with disabilities and 

those that are not, are essential for supporting our independence and access to outdoor spaces. 

Many outdoor spaces, including in the Adirondacks, are largely inaccessible to individuals with 

disabilities. This amendment ensures that individuals like me can use a variety of mobility devices to 

explore and enjoy these beautiful areas. I am often limited by the lack of accessible options, which not 

only prevents me from connecting with nature but also restricts my ability to share these experiences 

with family and friends. Being excluded from these experiences is profoundly disappointing. I, like many 

people with disabilities who choose every day to get out of bed and participate as fully as possible in a 

world not designed with my basic needs in mind, do so through grief – for what I miss out on – and 

longing – for what more might be possible. These proposed amendments are a bare minimum yet 

critical step in ensuring that people with mobility disabilities have equal opportunities to explore and 

appreciate the natural beauty of the Adirondack Park. 

I want to commend the Adirondack Park Agency (APA) for proposing these changes, which reflect a 

deeper commitment to inclusion and representation. For people with disabilities, accessibility is not just 

about physical space—it is about being seen and valued as equal participants in outdoor recreation. The 

Adirondack Park is a treasured destination, and it should be accessible to all people, regardless of their 

physical abilities. By improving access, the state is affirming that everyone has the right to experience 

the healing, adventure, and peace that nature offers. 

Sincerely, 

Meg LeFevre Bobbin 

 

 



Megan Phillips 

Oren Lyons 

P.O. Box 200 

Onondaga Nation via 

Nedrow, NY 13120 

lvons.oren@gmail.com 

315440-684,5 

Deputy Director of Planning Adirondack Park Agency 

P.O. Box99 

Raybrook N.Y. 12977 

November 26, 2024 

Dear Director Phillips, 

RECEIVED 
ADIRONDACK PARK AGENCY 

NOV 2 9 2024 

Nya•wenha Sge•non', (I am thankful you are well). I am writing to advise you not to name the Adirondacks 

State Park after me. My quote that I made at the United Nations in Geneva Switzerland in 1977 is in the public 

domain and is available for use. 

The protocols of the Haudenosaunee do not include naming mountains, rivers, lakes, and natural places after 

people. Onondaga Lake was the name the first European settlers established when they came here. Our name 

for the lake translates to "where the leaves touch the water. " 

The leaders of our Six Nations Confederacy are responsible for all life. One of our most respected Clan 

Mother's and language expert Audrey Shenandoah once said that our language did not have a word for "wild." 

She said "the closest I can come to explaining it is free". Indeed, our two cultures are different and at times 

was opposite. This is one of those times. 

The Adirondack State Park is a last stand stronghold for nature and the life it sustains. Consult with the people 

who live there to find solutions for the ongoing issues that will protect coming generations rights to a National 

World in reality not pictures in a book of how it used to be. 

I know the Adirondacks. I was a young counselor at camp Onondaga on Long Lake in the late 40's. I've climbed 

Marcy, Blue Mountain and canoed Raquette River, Upper Tupper, Cranberry and so on. I knew the 

Adirondacks in its more pristine days, yet today it is still holding, let's keep it that way. 



I have seen what four wheelers are doing to the country. There has to be a better way to serve the interests of 

the disabled that can be worked out with the people who live there. 

I will return the subject of using my name on this proposed project. We native people just don't do that. I say 

leave well enough alone. One of the graces of nature is the quiet solitude, it's peaceful in the woods. Let's do 

our best to keep it that way. Four wheelers would destroy that and I want no part of that. The Adirondacks is a 

great last stand for nature. Let's keep it that way. 

Turtle Clan Faithkeeper, Onondaga Nation 

Haudenosaunee Confederacy 



December 1, 2024 

 

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning 
Adirondack Park Agency 
PO Box 99 
Ray Brook, NY 12977 

 

Ms. Phillips, 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit comments on the Adirondack Park Agency’s 
update of the State Land Master Plan. We appreciate the Plan is a ‘living document’ 
and that periodic review allows the state to take in new information and science, state 
and federal policies, and community realities to address today’s challenges and 
opportunities.  

The Northern Forest Center is a regional non-profit organization that promotes forest-
based economic and community development across northern Maine, New 
Hampshire, Vermont, and New York.  We have been working at the intersection of 
forests and communities for over 25 years and delivering programs to attract new 
residents to the Adirondacks, develop middle-market housing in Tupper Lake and 
Elizabethtown, provide town to trail recreational infrastructure, and support a robust 
regional forest economy.  

We appreciate the nuance and ongoing monitoring required to implement changes to 
the Plan and support the APA and the DEC to bring the SLMP into conformance with the 
ADA in accordance with the following principles:  

- Community-centered access to outdoor recreation is important for human, 
community and economic health 

- Ensuring access does not need to conflict with the environmental goals of the 
park when appropriately applied 

- Improving the notion that the park is welcoming and inclusive will broaden 
stakeholders dedicated to its furthered conservation 

Furthermore, the proposals to add an inventory of accessible structures and 
improvements as well as identification of future management actions to make the unit 
more usable by persons with disabilities to the unit management plan requirements 
demonstrates the state's commitment to enhancing access and inclusivity within the 
existing land classification framework and its associated management guidelines. We 
also believe that referencing the requirements under the Americans with Disabilities 
Act, including the legal requirements related to wheelchairs and other power-driven 
mobility devices, modernizes the master plan and provides clarity for both land 
managers and the recreating public.  

18 N. MAIN STREET 

SUITE 204 

CONCORD, NH 03301 

603-229·0679 
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LIVE THE NEW 
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any 
questions.  

 Sincerely,  

 

Rob Riley  
President  

 

 



 

New York State Snowmobile Association 
PO Box 134 

Oakfield, NY  14125 
Tel: (888) 624-3849 x 104 Fax (888) 317-2441 

Email: nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com 
www.nysnowmobiler.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
December 1, 2024 
 
 
Megan Phillips 
Deputy Director of Planning 
Adirondack Park Agency 
PO Box 99 
Ray Brook, NY 12977 
 
 
Dear Ms. Phillips, 
 
New York State Snowmobile Association (NYSSA) is pleased to have the opportunity to 
submit comments regarding the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land 
Master Plan on behalf of its member snowmobile enthusiasts. NYSSA appreciates the time 
and effort put forth in developing these proposed amendments and looks forward to future 
opportunities to work with the Adirondack Park Agency (APA). 
 
NYSSA is the umbrella organization for 222 clubs that develop and maintain over 10,500 
miles of snowmobile trails each year. Each snowmobile trail is developed and maintained 
by volunteer-based snowmobile clubs also known as Trail Maintenance Entities (TME). 
Costs associated with trail development and maintenance are reimbursed to each club 
through snowmobile registration fees overseen by OPRHP snowmobile unit. Based on an 
economic study performed at the Potsdam Institute, the snowmobile community 
contributes over $868 million dollars throughout the state in economic benefits. The sport 
of snowmobiling is a significant contributor to small businesses in many areas of New York 
State that enjoy being connected to the snowmobile trail system and rely on winter sports 
to survive. 
 
NYSSA conditionally supports the amendments as put forth in the redline copy of the 
proposed changes published by the APA as they show no impact to the current snowmobile 
trail system. The described changes are in line with the goals and standards of the APA and 
address issues within the current Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan (APSLMP). 
NYSSA appreciates the efforts to provide access to all potential users of the park regardless 
of their abilities. Access for all users should be part of a balanced plan to both protect and 
preserve the Park while also allowing all to use and experience the beauty of the park. 
Conserving lands and expanding public access to nature and the outdoors are important to 
NYSSA and its members. We believe that the recreational opportunities the Park offers to 

mailto:nyssaoffice@nysnowmobiler.com


all, including snowmobiling, are paramount to a healthy state park system. NYSSA does 
not support the closure of snowmobile trails within the Wilderness, Wild Forest, Canoe, or 
Primitive areas where snowmobile trails once existed or still exist. Existing snowmobile 
trails that have yet to be abandoned by missed target dates should remain open until a 
suitable alternative connection can be developed. In areas where snowmobile trails are to 
be abandoned, NYSSA reserves the right, as stated on page 41 of the APSLMP, “to relocate 
lost trails in wild forest areas with existing roads or abandoned wood roads”. 
 
The DEC, OPRHP, NYSSA and APA have a shared interest with upstate New York 
communities to see that our environment is preserved for generations to come, and that 
snowmobiling remains a viable outdoor recreational activity for all. Snowmobiling is a key 
component of New York State tourism, creating much-needed jobs and generating vital 
revenue for many upstate New York businesses and communities. It is imperative that the 
community connection that exists through and around the park not only be maintained but 
enhanced wherever connectivity can be improve, as these links of the Adirondack 
communities around the park are a vital component to their economic life. 
 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment and for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely,  
Rollin Scroger 
Rollin Scroger 
Executive Director 
New York State Snowmobile Association 
 



 
KATHY HOCHUL      RANDY SIMMONS 
Governor       Commissioner Pro Tem 

   
____________________________________________________________________________ 
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02 December 2024 

 
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning  
Adirondack Park Agency (APA) 
PO Box 99 Ray Brook, NY   12977  
 

Deputy Director Phillips, 

The New York State Office of Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation (OPRHP), inclusive of the New 
York State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO), is writing to share comments on the 2024 Proposed 
Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan (SLMP). 

The OPRHP would like first to recognize and commend the efforts of the APA, its staff and partners, in 
their ongoing work to guide long-range public and private land use planning in the Adirondacks. Known 
for its extensive wild landscapes, the region also contains a remarkable array of significant cultural and 
architectural resources: from Great Camps to cure cottages, fire towers to farmsteads. The SLMP is 
instrumental in the ongoing protection of these extraordinary elements.  

For more than 50 years, the OPRHP and the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 
have maintained a memorandum of understanding that establishes a mutually agreeable division of 
administrative responsibility with regard to the operation, maintenance and improvement of John 
Brown Farm State Historic Site and that portion of the Crown Point Reservation known as the Crown 
Point State Historic Site. These Historic Sites are located within the Adirondack Forest Preserve and as 
such, are managed pursuant to the SLMP's guidelines for Historic Areas. Additionally, the OPRHP is 
responsible statewide for the administration of programs authorized by both the National Historic 
Preservation Act of 1966 and the New York State Historic Preservation Act of 1980.  

In reviewing proposed amendments, the OPRHP paid special concern to the long-range consequences 
of suggested changes that may impact the state’s irreplaceable historical resources and landscapes. The 
OPRHP is nationally recognized for its ability to help communities identify, evaluate, preserve, and 
revitalize their historic, archeological, and cultural resources in a sensitive manner appropriate to a 
variety of environments, including significant natural areas.  

Comment #1: With the proposed addition of the word “preservation” to Historic Area guideline #3, 
OPRHP staff question whether this change may affect or inhibit preservation best practices in the Forest 
Preserve.  For instance, in archaeologically sensitive areas, “vegetative clearing” is the best 
“preservation” activity to safeguard resources by preventing deep rooted vegetation from destroying 
underground archaeological resources and the ruins of structures. Vegetation management should be, 

New York State 
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and is, a carefully considered process within the OPRHP. The agency adheres to long-established 
international protocols for historic preservation of cultural sites and factors environmental protection 
and stewardship needs into preservation management actions. Vegetation management is only 
considered when necessary to protect public health and safety; maintain essential scenic, cultural, 
historic, and recreational landscape features; as well as to conserve native biodiversity. Similarly, 
shoreline stabilization efforts necessary to preserve the ruins of structures or archeological features near 
the water could be construed at “topographical alterations.” While the proposed amendment may have 
been conceived to ensure preservation activities are conforming with the SLMP’s basic guidelines, 
holding them to the identical standards and guidelines as construction and development activities may 
impede or allow interpretations of the basic guidelines to impede routine and necessary historic 
preservation activities. 

Comment #2: Additionally, the OPRHP would like to express concern that the proposed 2024 SLMP 
amendments do not include guidance on appropriate visitor use and management within Historic Areas. 
This comment is particularly time sensitive as both the Crown Point and John Brown Farm Unit 
Management Plans are currently in development. Planning teams now, and in the future, would benefit 
from greater clarity on suitable visitor recreation in these areas, which are uniquely designated areas 
wherein the physical and spiritual reminders of the decisive times, people, and places in American history 
and culture remain. 

The SLMP is “designed to guide the preservation, management and use of these lands by all interested 
state agencies in the future.” All Classification System and Guidelines write ups within the SLMP–
Wilderness, Primitive, Canoe, Wild Forest, Intensive Use Areas, etc.–include guidance about appropriate 
visitor use except the Historic Area write up, which lacks any direction on appropriate visitor use. In fact, 
the word “use” does not appear a single time in the Historic Area guidelines themselves; the word “use” 
only appears in the subheading “Guidelines for Management and Use.”  
 
According to the SLMP, “State Administrative Areas [are the only areas] not primarily designed to 
accommodate visitors to the Park.” Therefore, more explicit guidance on how visitor “use” to Historic 
Areas is to be accommodated and managed should be considered by the APA in the 2024 SLMP update. 
In the Wild Forest Area guidelines, for example, it is written: “Within constitutional constraints, those 
types of outdoor recreation that afford enjoyment without destroying the wild forest character or natural 
resource quality should be encouraged.” Language comparable to this may be appropriate to add to the 
Historic Area guidelines, especially given that the resources being protected and celebrated within the 
Historic Areas–buildings, structures, sites–were made by humans, and for humans, to appreciate, 
commemorate, and responsibly use. Adding verbiage such as, “Those types of public access and visitor 
accommodations that afford safe enjoyment and interpretation of Historic Areas without damaging the 
quality and character of the historic resources should be encouraged,” could be an appropriate solution.  
 
OPRHP feels that the suggested change would provide greater clarity for land managers within existing 
Historic Areas; facilitate the development of the two State Historic Site Unit Management Plans 
underway, as well as those UMPs that may come; and best protect inimitable historic and cultural 
resources within the Forest Preserve, resources equally inimitable to the region’s unique character.  
 



 
 

The OPRHP is sensitive to the distinctive management challenges stewardship of both natural and 
humanmade resources within the Forest Preserve requires and does not feel that resolving the concerns 
above would hinder overall protection of the Forest Preserve. Preservation is a holistic practice and 
should be recognized as an integral centerpiece of activities, programs and policies that promote 
environmental protection and sustainability. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 
 

      
Daniel McEneny     Diana Carter 
Director      Assistant Director 
Division for Historic Preservation   Division of Environmental Stewardship & Planning 
 
 
CC: 
Daniel Mackay, Deputy Commissioner for Historic Preservation 
Ron Rausch, Deputy Commissioner for Environmental Stewardship 
Alane Ball Chinian, Director, Saratoga-Capital Region 
Gabriella Cebada Mora, Director, Division of Environmental Stewardship and Planning 
Paige Barnum, AICP, Senior Planner 
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Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 1:12:35 PM
Attachments: Proposed2024 APA SLMP Amendments-NYBC suggestions (1).docx

You don't often get email from mperry63@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Official Comment from Beavers: Wetlands & Wildlife Regarding Proposed Revisions to the
Adirondack Park Agency State Land Master Plan (APA SLMP)

Beavers: Wetlands & Wildlife appreciates the opportunity to provide input on the proposed
revisions to the APA SLMP. As an organization dedicated to promoting understanding and
appreciation of beavers as a keystone species and one responsible for a great amount of the
healthy biodiversity that occurs in the Adirondack Park, we aim to ensure that the SLMP
fosters approaches that harmonize human needs with the ecological benefits beavers provide.

Beavers are vital to wetland ecosystems, playing a critical role in creating habitats that support
biodiversity, enhance water quality, and mitigate climate change impacts such as flooding and
drought. These invaluable ecosystem services underscore the importance of promoting
coexistence strategies that respect the balance between human activities and wildlife. In the
Adirondack Park, we encourage beaver management practices that employ non-lethal
solutions to beaver/human conflicts – such as rerouting trails around beaver influenced
habitat and/or using waterflow devices to mitigate flooding issues whenever and wherever
possible.

To that end, we strongly encourage the Adirondack Park Agency to adopt specific language
revisions to the SLMP that prioritize coexistence with beavers. These changes would address
beaver-human conflicts through progressive, science-based solutions that minimize
unnecessary intervention while maximizing ecological benefits.

We fully endorse the edits proposed in the attached sections of the SLMP draft, which align
with the recommendations of the New York State Beaver Coalition. These revisions reflect our
shared commitment to advancing sustainable land management practices that recognize the
indispensable role of beavers in creating and maintaining healthy ecosystems. (Please see the
attached draft with suggested edits included. The edited sections are highlighted on pp 19, 27-
28, 35 and 43.  The edits are in italics and in red)

We urge the Agency to consider the significant benefits of these updates and adopt the
proposed edits as a meaningful step toward a more balanced and ecologically sound SLMP.

Thank you for your attention to this matter and for the opportunity to contribute to the

mailto:mperry63@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
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Consciousness

I do not see a delegation For the four footed.

I see no seat for the eagles. We forget and we consider Ourselves superior,

But we are after all

A mere part of the creation.

And we must consider To understand where we are.

And we stand somewhere between The mountain and the ant, Somewhere and only there

As part and parcel Of the creation.



-Oren Lyons



Part of a message by a leader of the Haudenosaunee to the non-governmental organizations of the United Nations in Geneva, Switzerland, September 1977



“As a man tramps the woods to the lake he knows he will find pines and lilies, blue herons and golden shiners, shadows on the rocks and the glint of light on the wavelets, just as they were in the summer of 1354, as they will be in 2054 and beyond. He can stand on a rock by the shore and be in a past he could not have known, in a future he will never see. He can be a part of time that was and time yet to come.”



	from Adirondack Country



	by William Chapman White
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I. [bookmark: _TOC_250038]INTRODUCTION

THIS DOCUMENT SETS FORTH

the master plan for all state lands within the Adirondack Park. The classification system and guidelines set forth in Chapter II and the attached map are designed to guide the preservation, management and use of these lands by all interested state agencies in the future. Insofar as forest preserve lands protected by the "forever wild" provisions of Article XIV, §l of the Constitution are concerned, the provisions of the master plan are intended to be constitutionally neutral. While obviously no structure, im- provement or use held to be unconstitutional is permitted by this Master Plan, no inference as to the constitutional appropriateness or inappropriateness of any given structure, improvement or use should be drawn from whether it is allowed or prohibited in a particular land classifica- tion. This master plan is not intended to make constitutional determinations regarding unresolved issues under Article XIV, which are properly a matter for the Attorney General and ultimately the courts. The guidelines set forth in Chapter II allow certain structures, improvements and uses in some land classifications and prohibit certain of them in other classifications.



If there is a unifying theme to the master plan, it is that the protection and preservation of the natural resources of the state lands within the Park must be paramount. Human use and enjoyment of those lands should be permitted and encouraged, so long as the resources in their physical and biological context as well as their social or psychological aspects are not degraded. This theme is drawn not only from the Adirondack


Park Agency Act (Article 27 of the Executive Law - "The Act") and its legislative history, but also from a century of the public's demonstrated attitude toward the forest preserve and the Adirondack Park. Fortunately the amount and variety of land and water within the Adirondack Park provide today and will provide in the future, with careful planning and management, a wide spectrum of outdoor recreational and educational pursuits in a wild forest setting unparalleled in the eastern half of this country.





[bookmark: _TOC_250037]LEGISLATIVE MANDATE

The legislative mandate of the Agency regarding this master plan for state lands was originally contained in then Section 807 of the Act which is set forth in Appendix I.



In June 1972, following the statutory procedures and after extensive public hearings around the state, the Agency approved and submitted to Governor Rockefeller the master plan for management of state lands which was duly approved by him in July of that year. In 1973 the legislature renumbered and then amended Section 807 to Section 816, the text of which is also set forth in Appendix I.





[bookmark: _TOC_250036]STATE OWNERSHIPS

While the Act does not define the term "state lands," the Agency has inter- preted it to mean land held in the name of, owned by or under long-term lease to the State of New York or a state agency. In addition, due to the extensive State control in the form of a permanent easement over the North Elba Park



100



District lands on Mt. Van Hoevenberg, these lands have also been considered State lands for the purposes of the Plan. Applying this definition, the following inventory of state lands exists within the Adirondack Park:



Lands under the jurisdiction of the Department of Environmental Conservation:



Substantially all of the approximately 2.9 million acres of land administered by the Department of Environmental Conservation form part of the Adirondack forest preserve and are protected by the "forever wild" clause of Article XIV, §l of the State Constitution. A small amount of acreage also administered by the Department of Environmental Conservation is considered non-forest preserve. This consists of:



--	lands in the Towns of Altona and Dannemora which are expressly excluded from Article XIV, §l by the terms of the Constitution;



--	lands given or devised to the State for silvicultural or wildlife management purposes which by statute are not considered part of the forest preserve;

--	the Department's administrative headquarters;



--	certain historic areas;



--	certain lands acquired under the 1960 and 962 Park and Recreation Land Acquisition Bond Act and other lands which have been administratively classified by the Department as

non-forest preserve lands.



Nothing in this master plan should be interpreted as supporting the


constitutionality of such legislative or administrative classifications of land as non-forest preserve.



Lands under the jurisdiction of the Department of Transportation:



These consist of the travel corridors owned in fee, easement, or right-of-way for state and interstate highways and certain railroad corridors within the Park, including administrative headquarters, storage areas and maintenance facilities.



Lands under the jurisdiction of other state agencies:

These include a variety of developed uses such as State Police substations, the Adirondack Correctional Facility, the Dannemora Correctional Facility, Camp Gabriels and the Lyon Mountain Correctional Facility and the Sunmount Developmental Center.

Substantially all are immediately adjacent to public highways, and most are in developed areas of the Park. The total acreage involved is approximately 12,000 acres of which the developed portion is approximately 1,000 acres.



These miscellaneous types of uses raise constitutional questions which, though sometimes addressed by the Attorney General, have never been resolved in the courts.



[bookmark: _TOC_250035]PRIVATE OWNERSHIPS

Land



The Act clearly recognizes the unique land ownership pattern within the Adirondack Park -- the intermingling of public and private lands in a checkerboard pattern -- and mandates



the Agency to reflect in this master plan the actual and projected uses of private lands within the Park. In 1973 the Legislature enacted, in Section 805 of the Act, the Adirondack Park Land Use and Development Plan to guide development on private lands within the Park.



This mixture of public and private lands is a distinguishing feature of the Adirondack Park. At the present time, state ownerships account for some forty- four percent of the 6,000,000 acres of land within the Park, the balance being in private hands. This ownership poses many problems in that development in the private sector often has a dramatic impact on the use of nearby state lands. Conversely, major public facilities, such as a campground

or ski center, directly affect land uses on related private lands.



This land relationship also has many advantages. The more intensive recreational and service facilities on private lands permit both a broader spectrum of recreational opportunities and wider public enjoyment of the state lands. The economic viability of these private facilities should be a major concern in the development of pricing and operating policies for state intensive use areas. The siting of new state intensive use areas and the expansion of existing areas also must take into full account the existence of similar and possibly competing private recreational facilities and should not be competitive with such private facilities. In addition, the economy of the entire Adirondack region is vitally affected by the vast acreage of private lands that are devoted to multiple use forestry. To a much lesser extent, mining on private lands is also important to the area's economic well-being.


Fish and wildlife resources on private lands complement those available on the state land, particularly in the many instances where groups of sportsmen lease hunting and fishing rights on large private tracts.



Conservation Easement Lands



The State has acquired over the years a variety of conservation easements and less than fee interests which serve an important public purpose in preserving the natural character of the land for the benefit of the Park. Although the State owns various rights on these lands, the land remains in private ownership and is therefore not subject to the State land classification system and guidelines of the Master Plan.



These less-than-fee interests are an important element in the relationship between state and private lands. In addition to state-held easements, private conservation organizations hold conservation easements over a significant acreage of private land, which also help preserve the natural, open-space character of the Park. This master plan for state lands has therefore attempted to take into account, both in the basic classification system and in the guidelines for future land acquisitions, this intermingling of private and public lands within the Park.



Appendix II of the Master Plan provides a brief description of the 699,432 acres of more important conservation easement acquisitions.



Water



The water resources of the Adiron- dacks are critical to the integrity of the Park. The protection of the major water- sheds of the state was a major reason



for the creation of the forest preserve and continues to be of significant importance. Waters, particularly lakes and ponds, have their carrying capacity from a physical, biological and social standpoint just as do tracts of public or private land. The use made of state waters also has a direct impact on adjacent land holdings.



A genuine need exists to insure that the scale and intensity of water-oriented uses are consistent with uses of adjoining state and private lands and the general character of the Park, particularly so far as the type, speed and number of boats are concerned.



A comprehensive study of Adirondack lakes and ponds should be conducted by the Department of Environmental Conservation to determine each water body's capacity to withstand various uses, particularly motorized uses and to maintain and enhance its biological, natural and aesthetic qualities. First emphasis should be given to major lakes and ponds totally surrounded by state land and to those on which state intensive use facilities exist or may be proposed. The importance of the quality of these resources cannot be overemphasized.



The Department of Environmental Conservation has the authority independent of the master plan to regulate uses of waters and uses of wild, scenic and recreational rivers running through state land, but may not have such authority to regulate certain uses of waters where all or part of the shoreline is in private ownership. The Agency has the authority to regulate motorized use of wild, scenic and recreational rivers and their river corridors on private lands. Regulations exercising this authority have been


promulgated by the Agency. Existing power and authority of the state or local governments over state waters should be reviewed with consideration given to legislative needs to more accurately define authority over these waters.



[bookmark: _TOC_250034]PUBLIC CONCERN FOR THE ADIRONDACK PARK

The people of the State of New York have shown a deep and abiding concern for the management and use of state lands in the Adirondacks for more than a century. This concern was evidenced by the passage of the "forever wild" amend- ment to the state constitution in 1894 to prevent the ravages of the Adirondack forests and the dissipation of the state's land-holdings, which typified the closing decades of the 19th century.



Article XIV, §1 of the New York State Constitution reads in part as follows:



THE LANDS OF THE STATE, NOW OWNED OR HEREAFTER ACQUIRED, CONSTITUTING THE FOREST PRESERVE AS NOW FIXED BY LAW, SHALL BE FOREVER KEPT AS WILD FOREST LANDS. THEY SHALL NOT BE LEASED, SOLD OR EXCHANGED, OR BE TAKEN BY ANY CORPORATION, PUBLIC OR PRIVATE, NOR SHALL THE TIMBER THEREON BE SOLD, REMOVED OR DESTROYED.



It is significant that, although renumbered, this exact wording has been a part of the State Constitution since 1895.



Article XIV protects both the Adirondack and Catskill forest preserves, and covers in all some 3,000,000 acres of state lands in the twelve Adirondack counties and four Catskill counties both within and without the Adirondack and Catskill Parks.

However, of the Adirondack acreage, better than ninety-nine percent is contained within the so-called "Blue Line" that delineates the boundaries of the public and private lands constituting the Adirondack Park today. The enormous tracts of forest preserve provide a public resource for recreation in a wild setting that is unique in the eastern half of the United States and complements the more developed facilities of the excellent state park system in the rest of the state.



Between 1895 and 1985 there were over 130 proposed amendments introduced in the state legislature to change Article XIV, but only nineteen have been successful in passing both the legislature and public referendum. In eighteen of the successful measures, the forest preserve lands involved were restricted to small acreage and were quite precisely delineated. The nineteenth successful measure (the Perkins Clearing land exchange approved by the voters in 1979) while authorizing the conveyance of approximately 8,500 acres in the towns of Lake Pleasant and Arietta, required legislative approval of actual tracts to be exchanged. This long history clearly indicates that the majority of voters in the state, for over a century, have expressed their desire to protect the forest preserve against intrusions and retain these public lands as a wild forest preserve.


The attitude of the voters of the state has similarly been reflected in the rulings of the Attorney General and the relatively few court decisions that define the limits and applicability of Article XIV. By and large these legal rulings have taken a conservative attitude towards the scale and character of developments permitted on the forest preserve.



Finally, the administration of the for- est preserve has been in the hands of the Department of Environmental Conservation and its predecessor agencies since the "forever wild" amendment was first enacted.

Placed in the national perspective, the stewardship of the Department and its predecessors has few equals.

In 1961 the Legislature established the Lake George Park, consisting of some 200,000 acres in Warren, Washington and Essex Counties, which includes all of the watershed of Lake George. The purpose of the law is to provide special protection for the Lake George Park with particular emphasis on preserving water quality and the unique natural and scenic values of the Park.



Over time, increasing attention has been focused on the Adirondack forest preserve. Pioneering studies were undertaken in the late 1950's and early 1960's by the Joint Legislative Com- mittee on Natural Resources under the successive chairmanships of Senators Wheeler Milmoe and R. Watson Pomeroy. More recently the public has recognized that if the character of the Adirondack forest preserve is to be retained in the face of a growing



population, better transportation facilities and the soaring demand for outdoor recreation, not only will past manage- ment practices on the forest preserve require reassessment, but also the integrity of the Adirondack Park as a whole must be assured. Thus attention to other critical state ownerships, such as the major travel corridors, and appropriate controls over development on private lands are as important to the future of the forest preserve today as the passage of the forever wild amendment was generations ago.



These new problems were highlighted by Governor Rockefeller in naming the Temporary Study Commission on the Future of the Adirondacks in 1968 to assess and make recommendations for the future use of both state and private lands within the Adirondack Park. The Commission's report, issued in December, 1970, is the most comprehensive study ever made of the Adirondack Park. Among its major recommendations are:



--	the creation of the Adirondack Park Agency;



--	the preparation by the Agency of a master plan for state lands;



--	the classification of these lands "according to their characteristics and capacity to withstand use";



--	a set of extensive guidelines for the care, custody and control of state lands under the master plan, with particular emphasis on stricter controls over proposed wilderness and primitive areas; and,


--	the preparation of a land use and development plan for all private lands within the Park.



[bookmark: _TOC_250033]ACQUISITION POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS

The Agency has an important interest in future state land acquisitions since they can vitally affect both private and public land within the Adirondack Park. As a result the Agency recommends that the following guidelines should govern future acquisitions of state lands within the Park:



1. Future state acquisitions within the Adirondack Park should generally be restricted to the acquisition of forest preserve lands. Where special state purposes are such that non-forest preserve land might be acquired (if such acquisitions are constitutionally permissible) the amount acquired for other than forest preserve purposes should be kept to the minimum necessary. Thus, should the state acquire a 100-acre tract on which it wishes to place a hospital, a prison, an office building or another facility only that part of the tract, say twenty-five acres, that is actually necessary for the facility should be classified as non-forest preserve.



2. As a general guideline, the state should avoid acquiring lands for non-forest preserve purposes (if such acquisitions are constitutionally permissible) within the Park where:



--	the tract is not contiguous to a public highway; or,



--	the tract is of a native forest character, i.e., stocked with any size, native tree species with twenty-five percent crown cover (plantations are not considered to be native forest land); or,



--	the tract involved consists of more than 150 acres; or,



--	the tract is contiguous to existing forest preserve land; or,



--	the tract is within one-half mile of a block of forest preserve land of over 1,000 acres; or,



--	the tract lies at an elevation greater than 2,500 feet; or,

--	the proposed use of the tract will materially alter the surrounding environment; or,

--	the tract is of significant scenic, ecological or geologic value or interest.



3. Save for (i) the two existing alpine skiing centers at Whiteface and Gore mountains and the Mt. Van Hoevenberg area; (ii) rustic state campsites, a long accepted intensive use of the forest preserve; (iii) memorial highways, beaches and boat launching sites; and (iv) historic areas (guidelines for which are provided elsewhere in this master plan), the state should rely on private enterprise to develop intensive recreational facilities on private lands within the Park, to the extent that the character of these lands permits this type of development, and should not acquire lands for these purposes.



4. Highest priority should be given to acquiring fee title to, fee title subject to a term of life tenancy, or


conservation easements providing public use or value or rights of first refusal over, (i) key parcels of private land, the use or development of which could adversely affect the integrity of vital tracts of state land, particularly wilderness, primitive and canoe areas and (ii) key parcels which would permit the upgrading of primitive areas to wilderness areas.



5. High priority should also be given to acquisitions of fee title which permit the consolidation of scattered tracts of state land.



6. Fee title or appropriate conservation easements should also be acquired to protect critical wildlife areas such as deer wintering areas, wetlands, habitats of rare or endangered species or other areas of unique value, such as lands bordering or providing access to classified or proposed wild, scenic and recreational rivers.



7. Efforts should be made, by conservation easement or fee acquisition, to protect the major scenic resources of the Park along travel corridors, with particular attention to the Adirondack Northway and those scenic vistas specifically identified on the Private Land Use and Development Plan Map and listed in Chapter III of this document.



8. The acquisition of fee title to or rights-of-way across private lands that effectively prevent access to important blocks of state land should be pursued, except where such acquisition would exacerbate or cause problems of overuse or inappropriate use of state lands.



9. Canoe route easements should be purchased to reopen Adirondack canoe routes for non- motorized access in appropriate areas of the Park.



10. The highly successful fishing rights easement purchase program of the Department of Environmental Conservation should be continued and expanded on appropriate streams.



11. Due to the importance of the forest products industry to the economy of the Adirondack region, bulk acreage purchases in fee should not normally be made where highly productive forest land is involved, unless such land is threatened with development that would curtail its use for forestry purposes or its value for the preservation of open space or of wildlife habitat. However, conservation easements permitting the continuation of sound forest management and other land uses compatible with the open space character of the Park should be acquired wherever possible to protect and buffer state lands.



While the Agency has not been given authority to review proposed acquisitions before title has vested in the state, once new lands have been acquired the Act requires the master plan to be revised by classifying the lands and setting guidelines for their management and use pursuant to the statutory procedures (consultation with the Department of Environmental Conservation and submission to the Governor for approval). The following procedures for revisions of the master plan will be followed in connection with new acquisitions:



--	land acquisitions should be classified as promptly as possible


following acquisition and in any case classification of new acquisitions will be done annually; and,



--	prior to classification by the Agency, lands acquired by the Department of Environmental Conservation or any other state agency will be administered on an interim basis in a manner consistent with the char- acter of the land and its capacity to with- stand use and which will not foreclose options for eventual classification.



[bookmark: _TOC_250032]LAND EXCHANGE

The exchange of state lands for private lands within the Park poses obvious constitutional problems, in that any given exchange must be approved by the people in a constitutional amendment. While this process is cumbersome on a case-by-case basis, serious difficulties are likely to be encountered in attempting to obtain ap- proval of a constitutional amendment permitting wholesale land exchanges, the merits of which are questionable.

Careful consideration should be given, however, to the desirability of a constitutional amendment providing a land bank of modest acreage that would allow the legislature to permit small scale land exchanges. This would avoid the difficult amendment process for minor exchanges such as the Saranac Lake town dump and the Piseco airport parcels, now part of Article XIV, §1 of the New York State Constitution.



[bookmark: _TOC_250031]PLAN REVISION AND REVIEW

The Act states that if amendments are made to the master plan, they shall be effectuated in the same manner as



the plan was initially adopted. Changes in existing land use may require periodic amendments to the plan. Such changes essentially involve a shift in classification of lands from one major classification to another and would include, but are not limited to:



--	the proposed construction of a new campground on land previously classified as wild forest; or,



--	the upgrading of a primitive area to a wilderness area as a result of the removal of non-conforming uses and/or of the acquisition of an inholding of private land; or,



--	the designation of a new wild, scenic or recreational river.

In addition, material changes in the guidelines applicable to each classification will also constitute a plan revision.



Revisions will be undertaken as needs dictate and may be requested by the Agency, the Department of Environmental Conservation, the Department of Transportation or any other interested state agency. Requests from local governments or responsible private persons or organizations for plan revision will be given due and fair consideration. Such revisions will be made by the Agency, in consultation with the Department of Environmental Conservation, and will be the subject of public hearings within and without the Park. Any resulting changes in the master plan will be submitted to the Governor for theirhis approval as provided by the Act.



Even in the absence of acquisitions or changes in land classification or guidelines requiring modification of the


master plan, the Act mandates periodic reviews of the master plan. Planning is an on-going process and, as public use of the state lands expands or changes in years ahead, land use controls may require re-analysis. The Agency will undertake annual reviews of the master plan to address such issues as the classification of recent acquisitions, reclassification resulting from the removal of non-conforming uses, modest boundary adjustments, minor technical changes, clarification or corrections and similar matters. To assist in this process, the Department will provide, annually, to the Agency the following information:



--	a list of new state land acquisitions together with a summary statement of the applicable acquisition policy guidelines, the objectives served by each acquisition and background information necessary for the classifications of the acquisitions.



--	a list of non-conforming uses removed during the previous year.



Major reviews of the master plan will take place every five years by the Agency in consultation with the Department of Environmental Conservation, as required by statute, and with other interested state agencies. Any state agency may call for such a review at more frequent intervals. In keeping with this recommendation, starting in 1976, the Agency, in consultation with the Department of Environmental Conservation and other state agencies, conducted an in-depth review of the master plan leading to various modifications therein, which were the subject of seven public hearings both within and without the Park and extensive consultation with a wide variety of interest groups in late



1978 and early 1979 and which were submitted to Governor Carey on April 20, 1979, and approved by him on October 24, 1979. Starting iIn 1984/85 the Agency, in consultation with the Department of Environmental Conser- vation, undertook a similar review and consultation process. Proposed modifications to the master plan were the subject of similar consultation with a wide variety of interest groups as well as two public hearings within and without the Park and were submitted to Governor Cuomo on September 22, 1986 and approved by him on November 4, 1987.



Strong public involvement in the whole process of revision and review should be encouraged. The Act mandates that public hearings be conducted prior to approval by the Agency and the Governor of revisions to the master plan. These public hearings are required to be held both within and without the Adirondack Park in recogni- tion of the state-wide concern for both the forest preserve and the Park.

Appropriate publicity and sufficient notice about proposed changes in the master plan are also necessary to permit maximum public participation. In addition, the Agency will make every effort to publish and disseminate copies of the master plan and to take other measures to foster greater public appreciation of the resources of the forest preserve and the Park as well as the nature of the planning process.



Major revisions were conducted and master plan revisions were adopted in 1979, 1987, 2016, and 2019, and 2024.

[bookmark: _TOC_250030]
UNIT MANAGEMENT PLAN DEVELOPMENT

Section 816 of the Act directs the Department of Environmental Conservation to develop, in consultation with the Agency, individual unit management plans for each unit of land under its jurisdiction classified in the master plan. Due to the widely dispersed nature of certain wild forest areas, the Department may establish for unit management planning purposes, individual sub-units of wild forest units which because of location, physical fea- tures, ecological systems and use patterns can be managed as an individual unit. In accordance with statutory mandate, all plans will conform to the guidelines and criteria set forth in the master plan and cannot amend the master plan itself. Unit management plans will contain:



--	an inventory, at a level of detail appropriate to the area, of the natural, scenic, cultural, fish and wildlife (including game and non-game species) and other appropriate resources of the area and an analysis of the area's ecosystems;



--	an inventory of all existing facilities for public or administrative use;

-- an inventory of the types and extent of actual and projected public use of the area;





	-- an inventory of existing structures and improvements that are consistent with the applicable federal accessibility standards for buildings, sites, and outdoor recreation facilities1;









1 U.S. Access Board Accessibility Standards.





--	an assessment of the impact of actual and projected public use on the resources, ecosystems and public enjoyment of the area with particular attention to portions of the area threatened by overuse; and,





--	an assessment of the physical, biological and social carrying capacity of the area with particular attention to portions of the area threatened by overuse in light of its resource limitations and its classification under the master plan.



	Carrying capacity assessments are prescribed throughout this document.

Fulfilling this requirement must include establishing desired conditions; indicators; thresholds for resource, social and managerial conditions; monitoring; and adaptive management. Levels of time and resources to fulfill this commitment should be proportional to the significance of impacts.



	Carrying capacity has been a concept for determining how many people could use a given recreational setting before impacts are unacceptable. However, establishing a number of visitors is only one strategy to protect resources and experiences, while allowing for recreational use.

Additional visitor use management strategies exist, including, but not limited to, changing visitor behavior, modifying where and when use occurs, or building facilities that can accommodate heavy use.





Each unit management plan will also set forth a statement of the management objectives for the protection and rehabilitation of the


area's resources and ecosystems and for public use of the area consistent with its carrying capacity.



These management objectives will address, on a site-specific- basis as may be pertinent to the area, such issues as:



--	actions to minimize adverse impacts on the resources of the area;



--	the rehabilitation of such portions of the area as may suffer from overuse or resource degradation;



--	the regulation or limitation of public use such that the carrying capacity of the area is not exceeded and the types of measures necessary to achieve that objective;

–	the preservation of aquatic and terrestrial habitats of the area;



--	the preservation and management of the fish and wildlife resources (including game and

non-game species) of the area;



--	the preservation and management of the lakes, ponds, rivers and streams of the area, with particular attention to all proposed or designated wild, scenic and recreational rivers;



--	the preservation and management of special interest areas such as the habitats of rare, threatened or endangered species and areas with the potential for the reintroduction of extirpated species, unique geological areas and historic areas or structures;



--	the identification of needed additions or improvements to, and plans for providing for further appropriate



public use of, the area consistent with its carrying capacity;



--	the removal of such

non-conforming uses as may remain; and,





-- the identification of management actions to improve access to and enjoyment of the unit’s lands and waters by persons with disabilities; and



-- a description of how the proposed management actions and alternatives, when considered together, assess and plan for climate change vulnerabilities specific to the unit.



	--	the identification, in intensive use, historic and appropriate portions of wild forest areas accessible by motor vehicles, of measures that can be taken to improve access to and enjoyment of these lands, and associated structures and improvements, by persons with disabilities.





Unit management plans will also address the administrative actions and the minimum facilities necessary on a site specific basis, as may be pertinent to the area to attain the stated management objectives of such area.



Schedules for achievement of such objectives will be included in each unit management plan. The land characteristics and the recommended objectives for each area will be related to and integrated with the characteristics and management objectives for adjacent public and private land areas. General recommendations for future acquisition will be included as appropriate.






An initial draft of the unit manage- ment plan for each state land area including alternative management objectives, where appropriate, will be submitted to the Agency for review and comment, prior to the preparation of the final draft plan for public review.



Opportunity will be made for review and comment on the draft unit management plans by the public and other interested parties, and a public meeting or meetings will be convened as appropriate for that purpose.



Final unit management plans will be prepared by the Department of Environmental Conservation after due consideration of all comments and recommendations made on the public review draft. The Commissioner of the Department of Environmental Conservation will adopt each final unit management plan which will then be filed with the Agency. The Department of Environmental Conservation will report annually to the Agency on progress made toward the im- plementation of each adopted unit management plan.



Any material modification in adopted unit management plans will be made following the procedure for original unit plan preparation.



The Department of Environmental Conservation has made significant progress in getting the unit management planning process underway. This progress should be continued,  so that all unit management plans will be completed before the next five-year review of the master plan in 1989/90.

And tThe Department of Environmental Conservation should commit the necessary resources for that purposeso



that all unit management plans are completed.



[bookmark: _TOC_250029]ACCESSIBILITY

The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), the Architectural Barriers Act of 1968 (ABA) and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 have implications for the management of the Adirondack Forest Preserve. The ADA requires that each service, program and activity offered by state agencies be made accessible to and usable by persons with disabilities, unless doing so would result in a fundamental alteration of the nature of the service, program or activity or an undue financial and administrative burden.


with the attainment of the statewide greenhouse gas emissions limits established in Article 75 of the Environmental Conservation Law (ECL).” CLCPA, Ch. 106, Laws of 2019

§7(2).



	The Climate Action Council’s Scoping Plan lays out a roadmap to meet the Climate Act’s nation-leading goals and requirements. The Plan describes strategies across various sectors, including cross-cutting policies concerning land use, adaptation, and resilience. Such strategies include maintaining intact forests and wetlands as carbon sinks and ensuring resilient and connected landscapes for species whose ranges are shifting.







	DEC uses the accessibility standards issued under the ADA and ABA in designing, constructing, and altering buildings, sites, and outdoor recreation facilities.



	In keeping with ADA Title II regulations on mobility devices (CFR § 35.137), wheelchairs are allowed on state lands anywhere that pedestrian access is permitted. The DEC is responsible for interpreting federal regulations and guidance to determine where the use of Other Power Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) may be appropriate.



[bookmark: _TOC_250028]CLIMATE CHANGE



	In the 2019 Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act (Climate Act), New York State committed to reducing greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and ultimately achieving net zero emissions in the state. The Climate Act requires all state agencies to consider whether the issuance of permits or other approvals are “inconsistent with or will interfere


	For the lands subject to the guidelines and criteria of the State Land Master Plan, it is imperative to view all policy and planning decisions through the lens of climate change mitigation, adaptation, and resilience. The Park includes abundant sources of clean freshwater and wetland habitats, as well as millions of acres of intact, Constitutionally-protected Forest Preserve to capture GHG emissions and offer resilience against extreme weather events.



	Wild lands and open space provide connectivity to combat habitat fragmentation, protect water quality, and provide habitat for numerous species including those whose ranges may be shifting due to climate change.



	Unit management plans should describe how the proposed management actions and alternatives analyses assess and plan for climate change vulnerabilities. For instance, right-sizing bridges and culverts and sustainable trail construction can help to



safeguard investments in recreational infrastructure and prevent future environmental degradation. Green infrastructure and appropriate storm water management improvements can help to mitigate onsite flooding at public facilities as well as protect water quality.



[bookmark: _TOC_250027]INVASIVE SPECIES



The negative impacts of invasive species on natural forest and aquatic communities are well documented.

Colonization and unrestrained growth of invasive species cause the loss of biodiversity, interruption of normal hydrology, suppression of native vegetation, and significant aesthetic, human safety and economic impacts.

Terrestrial and aquatic invasive species have been identified at increasing rates of colonization along roadsides in campgrounds, and in water bodies of the Forest Preserve. Some of these species have the potential to colonize backcountry lands, lakes and ponds and degrade natural resources of the Forest Preserve.



Efforts should be made to restore and protect the native ecological communities through early detection and rapid response efforts to eradicate or control existing or newly identified invasive species populations. Subject to existing policy and guidelines, the Department will use the basic tools needed to preserve, protect and restore the natural native ecosystems of the Forest Preserve.



[bookmark: _TOC_250026]SPECIAL HISTORIC AREA UNIT MANAGEMENT PLANS


This master plan also provides for special historic area unit management plans for the development and management of state historic sites. This special procedure is designed to address the unique problems associated with these types of facilities. Such special historic area unit management plans will be the subject of public hearings and will be submitted to the agency for its approval as being consistent with the master plan prior to their implementation.





[bookmark: _TOC_250025]INTERPRETATION AND APPLICATION OF THE MASTER PLAN

Decades of experience under the master plan have confirmed that questions of interpretation of the master plan as applied to a given activity or land use arise from time to time. This is particularly the case in the context of those guidelines that are quite general in character. During the public hearings and consultations preceding the 1978/79 revision of the master plan, there was considerable public comment on the need to clarify the relationship of the Agency to the Department of Environmental Conservation and other state agencies on matters of interpretation and application of the guidelines of the master plan.



In this regard, it is well to remember that the legislature has established a two-tiered structure regarding state lands in the Adirondack Park. The Agency is responsible for long-range planning and the establishment of basic policy for state lands in the Park, in consultation with the Department of Environmental Conservation. Via the master plan, the Agency has the



authority to establish general guidelines and criteria for the management of state lands, subject, of course, to the approval of the Governor. On the other hand, the Department of Environmental Conservation and other state agencies with respect to the more modest acreage of land under their jurisdictions, have responsibility for the administration and management of these lands in compliance with the guidelines and criteria laid down by the master plan.



In accordance with its administrative and management responsibilities, the Department of Environmental Conservation is charged with the duty to prepare, in consultation with the Agency, individual unit management plans for the units of land classified in the master plan. The unit management plans must apply the general guidelines and criteria in the master plan and cannot amend the master plan itself.

Unit management plans shall be regarded as a mechanism to refine and apply the general guidelines and criteria in the master plan to specific conditions on the ground, at a level of detail ap- propriate to administration and manage- ment. When finally adopted by the Department, these unit management plans will assist significantly in resolving questions of interpretation and application of the master plan.



The 1979 revision of the master plan expressly extended the unit management plan concept to the special case of historic areas. In addition, neither the Act nor the master plan excludes the possibility of preparation of individual unit management plans for other land classifications such as state administrative areas – an approach which would be fully consistent with the basic structure of the Act.


In light of the above principles, the following guidelines will apply to questions of interpretation and application of the master plan:



--	The Agency will be responsible, as a policy matter, for general interpretations of the master plan itself either on its own initiative, at the request of any interested state agency, or, for state agencies other than the Department of Environmental Conservation, in connection with its review of state projects under Section 814 of the Act.



--	The Agency will be responsible for determining whether a proposed individual unit management plan complies with the general guidelines and criteria set forth in the master plan.



--	The Department of Environmental Conservation (or other appropriate state agencies) will be responsible for the application of the master plan and individual unit management plans with respect to administration and management of the state lands under its jurisdiction.



--	The Agency and the Department of Environmental Conservation (or other appropriate state agencies) will enter into memoranda of understanding designed to implement these guidelines in actual practice. The Agency and the Department of Environmental Conservation have operated under such a memorandum of understanding since 1982.



CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM AND GUIDELINES



BASIS AND PURPOSE OF CLASSIFICATION

THE ACT REQUIRES the Agency to classify the state lands in the Park according to “their characteristics and capacity to withstand use.” This section of the master plan will describe the factors which the Agency has taken into account in formulating the classification system set forth in the balance of this chapter and will explain the basic purpose of the system and the guide- lines for management and use which fol- low. This classification system reflects the work of the Temporary Study Commission on the Future of the Adirondacks as refined by additional field work and analysis by the Agency at the time the master plan was first prepared in 1972. In addition, a special Department of Environmental Con- servation task force set up in 1972 provided extremely valuable assistance in the formulation of this system. Many years of experience under the master plan and considerable additional field work have led to certain additional refinements but the basic classification system remains intact.

A fundamental determinant of land classification is the physical characteristics of the land or water which have a direct bearing upon the capacity of the land to accept human use. Soil, slope, elevation and water are the primary elements of these physical characteristics and they are found in widely varied associations. For example, the fertility, erosiveness and depth of


soil, the severity of slopes, the elevational characteristics reflected in microclimates, the temperature, chemistry, volume and turnover rate of streams or lakes, all affect the carrying capacity of the land or water both from the standpoint of the construction of facilities and the amount of human use the land or water itself can absorb. By and large, these factors highlight the essential fragility of significant portions of the state lands within the Park. These fragile areas include most lands above 2,500 feet in altitude, particularly the boreal (spruce-fir), sub-alpine and alpine zones, as well as low-lying areas such as bogs, fens, marshes and other wetlands. In addition, rivers, streams, lakes and ponds and their environs often present special physical problems.



Biological considerations also play an important role in the structuring of the classification system. Many of these are associated with the physical limitations just described; for instance many plants of the boreal, subalpine and alpine zones are less able to withstand trampling than species associated with lower elevation life zones. Wetland ecosystems frequently are finely balanced and incapable of absorbing material changes resulting from construction or intensive human use. In addition, wildlife values and wildlife habitats are relevant to the characteristics of the land and some- times determine whether a particular kind of human use should be encouraged or prohibited, for example the impact of snowmobiles on deer wintering yards, the effect of numbers or hikers or campers near the nesting habitat of rare, threatened or endangered species like the bald eagle or spruce grouse, or the problems associated with motorized access to



bodies of water with wild strains of native trout.



In addition, another significant determinant of land classification involves certain intangible considerations that have an inevitable impact on the character of land. Some of these are social or psychological – such as the sense of remoteness and degree of wildness available to users of a particular area, which may result from the size of an area, the type and density of its forest cover, the ruggedness of the terrain or merely the views over other areas of the Park obtainable from some vantage point. Without these elements an area should not be classified as wilderness, even though the physical and biological factors would dictate that the limitations of wilderness management are essential.



In such cases, as will be seen, a primitive designation would be required. Other classification determinants are more concrete, for example the suitability of a given system of lakes and ponds for canoeing or guideboating, the ability of larger bodies of water to provide for adequately distributed motorboat use, or the accessibility of a tract of land to a public highway, and its attractiveness, permitting the development of a campground or other intensive use facility.



Finally, the classification system takes into account the established facilities on the land, the uses now being made by the public and the policies followed by the various administering agencies. Many of these factors are self evident: the presence of a highway determines the classification of a travel corridor; the presence of an existing campground or ski area requires the classification of intensive use. The


extent of existing facilities and uses which might make it impractical to attempt- to recreate a wilderness or wild forest atmosphere is also a consideration. This is not to imply that when present uses or facilities are degrading the resource they should be continued, but their presence cannot be ignored. The unique mixture of public and private land within the Park also requires that account be taken of facilities and uses being made on contiguous or nearby private lands.

Thus a large private inholding subject to or threatened by some form of intensive use might prevent the designation of an otherwise suitable tract of state land as wilderness.



The above described factors are obviously complex and their application is, in certain instances, subjective, since the value of resource quality or character cannot be precisely evaluated or measured. Nonetheless, the Agency believes that the classification system described below reflects the character and capacity to withstand use of all state lands within the Adirondack Park in conformity with the provisions of the Act.



Nine basic categories result from this classification:



Wilderness Primitive Canoe

Wild Forest Intensive Use Historic

State Administrative

Wild, Scenic and Recreational Rivers Travel Corridors



The Wild, Scenic and Recreational Rivers and Travel Corridors classifications are essentially corridor overlays to the basic land



classification(s) through which the corridor passes.



Guidelines for the lands falling within each major classification and various special management guidelines for unique resources within these major classifications are set forth in the remaining portions of this chapter.

Insofar as forest preserve lands are concerned, no structures, improvements or uses not now established on the forest preserve are permitted by these guidelines and in many cases more restrictive management is provided for. Obviously, these guidelines are subject to any future legal rulings further restricting uses of the forest preserve and, as already noted, they are not to be considered as attempts to make legal determinations on unresolved issues regarding the constitutional ap- propriateness of any such structures, improvements or uses.



In addition, the designation of state administrative areas and historic areas in the master plan should not be taken as lending weight to the constitutional appropriateness of the general treatment of these lands by the state, either legislatively or administratively, as non-forest preserve. These new classifications seek only to reflect, in terms of land use, what has long existed in the Park irrespective of constitutional questions. A constitutional amendment should, however, be considered which would put the propriety of these

non-forest preserve types of land uses beyond question and provide a modest land bank to permit future acquisitions of these types of lands by the state.



Nothing in the guidelines for lands falling within each major classification shall be deemed to prevent the Department of Environmental


Conservation, or any other state agency administering such lands, from providing for more restrictive management where necessary to comply with constitutional requirements or to protect the natural resources of such lands.



While care has been employed in compiling and depicting the information shown on the map forming part of this master plan, it should be emphasized that, due to possible base map inaccuracies and the large scale of the map, the location of the classification system boundaries are subject to precise definition on the site by the Adirondack Park Agency, in consultation with the Department of Environmental Conservation, the Department of Transportation and such other state agencies as may be involved. Similarly, acreage and mileage statistics in this plan are not the product of actual surveys and may vary when compared to data from other sources.
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As used herein, the following terms shall have the following meanings:



1. Administrative Road – an improved way maintained by the Department of Environmental Conservation for the principal purpose of facilitating administration of state lands or of allowing access for firefighting equipment and not normally open for public use of motorized vehicles. This type of road has been called a State Truck Trail in older editions of this Plan.



2. Aircraft – a device for transporting people or material that



travels through the air and is propelled by a non-living power source contained on or within the device.



3. All Terrain Vehicle – a motor vehicle designed or used for cross country travel on unimproved roads or trails. The term includes jeeps or other four wheel drive automobiles, dirt or trail bikes and all forms of “ATVs”, “ATCs”, and “ORVs”, but excludes snowmobiles.



	4. Beaver Control Structure – a device that provides a non-lethal solution to resolve human-beaver conflict while preserving the environmental benefits of beaver wetlands.    used to reduce impacts to human infrastructure caused by beavers while maintaining suitable habitat for beavers. Beaver control structures maintain water flow or regulate water levels.



  



5.	Bicycle – a non-motorized, human-powered, cycle designed or used for cross country travel on roads or trails.



6.	Bicycle Trail – a marked trail, designated for travel by bicycles, located and designed to provide access in a manner causing the least effect on the local environment.



7.	Boat Launching Site – a site providing for the launching of trailered boats, with ramp and attendant parking facilities.



8.	Campground – a concentrated, developed camping area with controlled access, not meeting the standards for individual, primitive tent sites or lean-tos, which is designed to accommodate a significant number of overnight visitors and may incorporate associated day-use facilities. Campgrounds are commonly known as “campsites” by the Department of Environmental Conservation.


9.	Cross Country Ski Trail – a marked and maintained path or way for cross country ski or snowshoe travel, which has the same dimensions and character and may also serve as a foot trail, designed to provide reasonable access in a manner causing the least effect on the surrounding environment and not constructed, maintained or groomed with the use of motor vehicles.



10. Day-Use Area – a developed facility designed to accommodate a significant number of visitors on a day-use basis only. The term includes such facilities as beaches, parkways, memorial highways, the Mt. Van Hoevenberg area, the alpine ski centers at Whiteface and Gore Mountains, boat launching sites and similar facilities.



11. Electric-assisted Bicycle – a bicycle equipped with fully operable pedals and an electric motor with an output of less than seven hundred fifty watts (one horsepower) whereby such electric motor engages only when the operator is pedaling and disengages or ceases to function when such bicycle’s brakes are applied, the operator stops pedaling, or such bicycle achieves a speed of twenty miles per hour or more.



12.	Fireplace – a permanent structure constructed of stone and cement designed to contain and control camp fires.



13.	Fire Ring – a temporary cluster of rocks designed to contain and control camp fires which may contain, in fire sensitive areas, a cement slab.



14.	Fish Barrier Dam – a man-made device or structure used to prevent the upstream or downstream



movement of fish for the purpose of protecting a high-value native fishery.



15.	Fishing and Waterway Access Sites – a site for fishing or other water access with attendant parking facilities which does not contain a ramp for or otherwise permit the launching of trailered boats.



16.	Foot Trail – a marked and maintained path or way for foot travel located and designed to provide for reasonable access in a manner causing the least effect on the surrounding environment.



17.	Horse Barn – a rustic structure designed to provide temporary shelter for a small number of horses.



18.	Horse Mounting Platform – a rustic structure constructed of natural materials and designed for mounting a horse.



19.	Horse Trail – a path marked and maintained for travel by horses, located and designed to provide for reasonable access in a manner causing the least effect on the local environment.



20.	Improved Cross Country Ski Trail – a marked and maintained path for cross country ski use designed for competitive or intensive use conditions which may be constructed, maintained or groomed with the use of motor vehicles.



21.	Improvement – any change in or addition to land, which materially affects the existing use, condition or appearance of the land or any vegetation thereon, including but not limited to foot, horse, and bicycle trails, roads, administrative roads, snowmobile


trails, cross country ski trails, improved cross country ski trails, trail heads, picnic areas and individual primitive tent sites.



22.	Lean-to – an open front shelter made of natural materials suitable for transient residence, constructed according to a standard Department of Environmental Conser- vation plan and located so as to accom- modate the need for shelter in a manner least intrusive on the surrounding environment.



23.	Lean-to Cluster -- more than two lean-tos within sight or sound of each other and generally separated by a distance of less than one-quarter mile.



24.	Motor Vehicle – a device for transporting people, supplies or material, incorporating a motor or an engine of any type for propulsion and with wheels, tracks, skids, skis, air cushion or other contrivance

for traveling on or adjacent to land and water or through water. The term includes such vehicles as automobiles, trucks, jeeps, motorbikes, dirt or trail bikes, any type of all-terrain vehicles, duffle carriers, snowmobiles, snowcats, bulldozers and other earth-moving equipment and motorboats, but does not include wheelchairs or other power driven mobility devices.



25.	Motorboat – a device for transporting people or material that travels over, on, or under the water and is propelled by a non-living power source on or within the device.



26.	Motorized Equipment – machines not designed for transporting people, supplies or materials, or for



earth moving but incorporating a motor, engine or other non-living power source to accomplish a task. The term includes such machines as chain saws, brush saws, rotary or other mowers, rock drills, cement mixers and generators.



27. Natural Materials – construction components drawn from the immediate project site or materials brought into the construction site that conform in size, shape and physical characteristics to those naturally present in the vicinity of the project site. Such materials include stone, logs, and sawn and treated timber. Natural materials may be fastened or anchored by use of bolts, nails, spikes or similar means.



28.	Non-Conforming Use – a structure, improvement or human use or activity existing, constructed or conducted on or in relation to land within a given classification that does not comply with the guidelines for such classification specified in the master plan.



	29. Other Power Driven Mobility Device – consistent with applicable law and regulation, an OPDMD is currently defined as any mobility device powered by batteries, fuel, or other engines–– whether or not designed primarily for use by individuals with mobility disabilities––that is used by individuals with mobility disabilities for the purpose of locomotion, or any mobility device designed to operate in areas without defined pedestrian routes, but that is not a wheelchair.



30.	Peripheral Visitor Registration Structure – a primitive structure of natural materials open on at least one side and not designed for human habitation, located at the periphery of units of state land, and


intended to provide information and, where appropriate, control of access to such lands.



31.	Primitive Tent Site – a designated tent site of an undeveloped character providing space for not more than three tentsnot to exceed 1,200 square feet in size, which may have an associated pit privy and fire ring, designed to accommodate a maximum of eight people on a temporary or transient basis, and located so as to accommodate the need for shelter in a manner least intrusive on the surrounding environment.



32.	Rail Trails – trails developed within a railroad corridor where tracks have been removed to accommodate modes of travel other than rail car, including snowmobiles, horses and bicycles, but excluding public use of ATVs, automobiles, and other motor vehicles.



33.	Rails-with-trails – trails within a railroad corridor that run alongside railroad tracks.



34.	Railbed – the hardened surface, under or formerly under the railroad tracks.



35.	Ranger Stations or Ranger Cabins – enclosed buildings constructed or maintained by the Department of Environmental Conservation, suitable for human habitation and manned seasonally or year-round by administrative personnel to facilitate administrative control of lands and public use thereof under the jurisdiction of the Department.



36.	River – a flowing body of water, or a stream or a section, portion or tributary thereof, including a river,



stream, creek, run, kill, rill, branch or lake.



37.	River Area – a river and its immediate environs, including river banks and the land on both sides of the river up to a distance of at least

one-quarter mile but not more than one-half mile.



38.	Road – an improved or partially improved way designed for travel by automobiles and which may also be used by other types of motor vehicles except snowmobiles, unless the way is a designated snowmobile trail; and is,



(2) either maintained by a state agency or a local government and open to the general public;



(ii) maintained by private persons or corporations primarily for private use but which may also be open to the general public for all or a segment thereof; or,



(iii) maintained by the Department of Environmental Conservation or other state agency and open to the public on a discretionary basis.



39.	Roadbed – the part of the road on which vehicles travel.



40. Snowmobiles -- a self- propelled vehicle equipped with a motor, originally manufactured and designed solely for travel on snow or ice, steered by skis or runners and supported in whole or in part by one or more skis, belts, or tracked cleats.


41.	Snowmobile Trail – a marked trail of essentially the same character as a foot trail designated by the Department of Environmental Conservation on which, when covered by snow and ice, snowmobiles are allowed to travel and which may double as a foot trail at other times of year.



42.	Stream Improvement Structure for Fisheries Management Purposes – a structure and/or improvement, including but not limited to, fish barrier dams, small rock or log dams, fish passage structures, minor diking, cribbing, bank stabilization and stream deflectors and other structures or improvements designed solely for fisheries management purposes which do not materially alter the natural character or resource quality of the water body, and which are made of natural materials wherever possible.



43.	Structure – any object constructed, installed or placed on land to facilitate land use, including but not limited to bridges, buildings, ranger stations or ranger cabins, sheds,

lean-tos, pit privies, picnic tables, horse barns, horse hitching posts and rails, fire towers, observer cabins, telephone and electric light lines, mobile homes, campers, trailers, signs, docks and dams.





44.	Tent Platform – a platform, with or without walls and other attachments, erected as a base for tenting or similar camping activity.



45.	Trail Head – a point of entrance to state land which may contain some or all of the following: vehicle parking, trail signs and peripheral visitor registration structures.





46.	Wetlands – any land annually subject to periodic or continual inundation by water and commonly referred to as a bog, fen or marsh, which is (i) one acre or more in size, or

(ii) located adjacent to a body of water, including a permanent stream, with which there is free interchange of water at the surface, in which case there is no size limitation, and which (iii) meet the technical definition of 578.3I of the Adirondack Park Agency Rules and Regulations.



	47. Wheelchair – consistent with applicable law and regulation, a wheelchair is currently defined as a manually-operated or power-driven device designed primarily for use by an individual with a mobility disability for the main purpose of indoor or of both indoor and outdoor locomotion.



48.	Wildlife Management Structure – a structure or device designed for inventory or research purposes or for the protection or restoration of threatened or endangered species or species of special concern, including but not limited to animal enclosures or exclosures, traps, bat mine or cave gates, raptor hacking towers, nesting towers or boxes, that does not materially alter the natural character or resource quality of the land and that is made of natural materials whenever possible.
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Definition



A wilderness area, in contrast with those areas where man and his own works dominate the landscape, is an area where the earth and its community of life are untrammeled by man–where man himself is a visitor who does not remain. A wilderness area is further defined to mean an area of state land or water having a primeval character, without significant improvement or permanent human habitation, which is protected and managed so as to preserve, enhance and restore, where necessary, its natural conditions, and which (1) generally appears to have been affected primarily by the forces of nature, with the imprint of man’s work substantially unnoticeable; (2) has outstanding opportunities for solitude or a primitive and unconfined type of recreation; (3) has at least ten thousand acres of contiguous land and water or is of sufficient size and character as to make practicable its preservation and use in an unimpaired condition; and

(4) may also contain ecological, geological or other features of scientific, educational, scenic or historical value.



Significant portions of the state lands within the Park are in a wilderness or near-wilderness condition today.

These areas constitute nearly 20% of all designated federal and state wilderness east of the Rocky Mountains and 85% of the designated wilderness in the eleven northeastern states. At the time of the original enactment of this master plan, a majority of these areas contained some structures and improvements or were subjected to uses by the public or by


official personnel that were incompatible with wilderness. However, the extent of these non-conforming uses was very modest from the standpoint of the total acreage involved. Since 1972 all but a few of those non-conforming uses have been removed by the Department of Environmental Conservation.



GUIDELINES FOR MANAGEMENT AND USE

Basic guidelines



1. The primary wilderness management guideline will be to achieve and perpetuate a natural plant and animal community where man’s influence is not apparent.



2. In wilderness areas:



a) no additions or expansions of non-conforming uses will be permitted;



b) any remaining

non-conforming uses that were not removed by the December 31, 1975 deadline provided for in the original version of the master plan will be removed by March 3l, 1987will be removed;



c) non-conforming uses resulting from newly-classified wilderness areas will be removed as rapidly as possible and in any case by the end of the third year following classification; and,



d) primitive tent sites that do not conform to the separation distance guidelines will be brought into compliance on a phased basis and in any case by the end of the third year



following adoption of a unit management plan for the area.



3. No new non-conforming uses will be permitted in any designated wilderness area.



4. Construction of additional conforming structures and improvements will be restrained to comply with wilderness standards for primitive and unconfined types of recreation and to permit better maintenance and rehabilitation of existing structures and improvements.



5. No new structures or improvements in any wilderness area will be constructed except in conformity with finally adopted unit management plans. This guideline will not prevent ordinary maintenance or rehabilitation of conforming structures or improvements, minor trail relocation, or the removal of non-conforming uses.



6. All conforming structures and improvements will be designed and located so as to blend with the surrounding environment and to require only minimal maintenance.



7. All management and administrative action and interior facilities in wilderness areas will be designed to emphasize the

self-sufficiency of the user to assume a high degree of responsibility for environ- mentally-sound use of such areas and for his or hertheir own health, safety and welfare.



8. Any new, reconstructed or relocated lean-tos or primitive tent sites planned for shorelines of lakes, ponds, rivers or major streams will be located so as to be reasonably screened from view from the water body to avoid


intruding on the natural character of the shoreline and public enjoyment and use thereof. Any such lean- tos will be set back a minimum of 100 feet from the mean high water mark of lakes, ponds, rivers or major streams.



9. All pit privies will be located a minimum of 150 feet from the mean high water mark of any lake, pond, river, or stream or wetland.



Structures and improvements



1. The structures and improvements listed below will be considered as conforming to wilderness standards and their maintenance, rehabilitation and construction permitted:

--	scattered Adirondack

lean-tos, not including lean-to clusters, below 3,500 feet in elevation;



--	primitive tent sites below 3,500 feet in elevation that are out of sight and sound and generally

one-quarter mile from any other primitive tent site or lean-to:



(i) where physical and biological conditions are favorable, individual unit management plans may permit the establishment, on a site-specific basis, of primitive tent sites between 3,500 and 4,000 feet in elevation, and,



(ii) where severe terrain constraints prevent the attainment of the guideline for a separation distance of generally one-quarter mile between primitive tent sites, individual unit management plans may provide, on a site-specific basis, for lesser separation distances, provided such sites remain out of sight and sound



from each other, be consistent with the carrying capacity

of the affected area and are generally not less than 500 feet from any other primitive tent site;



--	pit privies;



--	foot trails;



--	cross country ski trails;



--	foot trail and cross country




--	peripheral visitor registration structures; and,

--	wildlife management structures on a temporary basis where essential to the preservation of wilderness wildlife values and resources; and,



		-- 	beaver control structures will be permitted allowed where beaver activity threatens to cause damage to human-beaver conflict.  The priority solution should be relocating the affected trails, bridges or other infrastructure.  Where relocation is not feasible, beaver control structures (and correct-sized culverts, where applicable) should be used where beaver activity threatens to cause damage to:





ski trail bridges constructed of natural		 materials and, where absolutely

necessary, ladders constructed of natural materials;

--	horse trails, except that any new horse trails will be limited to those that can be developed by conversion of appropriate abandoned roads, snowmobile trails, or administrative roads;



--	horse trail bridges constructed of natural materials;



-- horse mounting platforms,

(i) Trailheads, parking areas, fishing and waterway access sites, picnic areas, ranger stations or other facilities for peripheral control of public use; .

(ii) adjoining roads, railroad corridors;

(iii) adjoining private lands or private right-of-way;

(iv) trails within 500 feet of a public highway right-of- way; or

(v) fish barrier dams.



constructed of natural materials;



--	horse hitching posts and

rails;



--	existing or new fish barrier dams, constructed of natural materials wherever possible;



--	existing dams on established impoundments, except that, in the reconstruction or rehabilitation of such dams, natural materials will be used wherever possible and no new dams will be constructed;



-- directional, informational and interpretive signs of rustic materials and in limited numbers;


Right-sized culverts, bridges and trail relocations should be a priority solution for management of beavers.

2. All other structures and improvements, except for interior ranger stations themselves (guidelines for which are specified below), will be considered non-conforming and will be removed. Any remaining

non-conforming structures that were to have been removed by the December 31, 1975 deadline but have not yet been removed, will be removed by March 31, 1987. These include but are not limited to:

--	lean-to clusters;

--	tent platforms;



--	horse barns;

--	boat docks;

--	storage sheds and other buildings;

--	fire towers and observer cabins;

--	telephone and electrical lines;

--	snowmobile trails;

--	roads and administrative roads;

--	helicopter platforms; and,

--	buoys.



Ranger stations



1. No new interior stations will be constructed and all remaining interior stations, other than Lake Colden, will be phased out on a scheduled basis determined by the Department of Environmental Conservation, in favor of stations or other facilities at the periphery of the wilderness areas at major points of access to provide needed supervision of public use. This phase-out should be accomplished as soon as feasible, as specified in the individual unit management plans.



2. New methods of communication and supply, complying with wilderness guidelines, will be employed with respect to all ranger stations maintained by the Department of Environmental Conservation after December 31, 1975.



3. Due to heavy existing and projected winter use in the Eastern High Peak area and the presence of the most rugged terrain in the Adirondacks, the Lake Colden station together with an associated on-ground line (i.e., a line laid on or just under the ground surface which rapidly becomes covered by leaves) for telephone communication may be retained indefinitely but their status will be periodically reviewed to


determine if their eventual removal is feasible.



Motor vehicles, motorized equipment and aircraft



1. Public use of motor vehicles, motorized equipment and aircraft will be prohibited.



2. Administrative personnel will not use motor vehicles, motorized equipment or aircraft for day-to-day administration, maintenance or research.



3. Use of motorized equipment or aircraft, but not motor vehicles, by administrative personnel may be permitted for a specific major administrative, maintenance, rehabilitation, or construction project if that project involves conforming structures or improvements, or the removal of non-conforming structures or improvements, upon the written approval of the Commissioner of Environmental Conservation.



4. Such use of motorized equipment or aircraft will be confined to off-peak seasons for the area in question and normally will be undertaken at periodic intervals of three to five years, unless extraordinary conditions, such as a fire, major

blow-down or flood mandate more frequent work or work during peak periods.



5. Irrespective of the above guidelines, use of motorized equipment or aircraft, but not motor vehicles, for a specific major research project conducted by or under the supervision of a state agency will be permitted if such project is for purposes essential to the preservation of wilderness values



and resources, no feasible alternative exists for conducting such research on other state or private lands, such use is minimized, and the project has been specifically approved in writing by the Commissioner of Environmental Conservation after consultation with the Agency.



6. Irrespective of the above or any other guidelines in this master plan, use of motor vehicles, motorized equipment and aircraft will be permitted, by or under the supervision of appropriate officials, in cases of sudden, actual and ongoing emergencies involving the protection or preservation of human life or intrinsic resource values – for example, search and rescue operations, forest fires, or oil spills or similar, large-scale contamination of water bodies.



7. Irrespective of the above or any other guidelines in this master plan, use of motor vehicles by administrative personnel to remove non-conforming structures or improvements after the phase-out period will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis by the Agency. This work must occur during the off-peak seasons.



87. Written logs will be kept by the Department of Environmental Conservation recording use of motorized vehicles, motorized equipment and aircraft. The Department will prepare an annual report providing details of such motorized uses and the reasons therefore and file it with the Agency.


Roads, snowmobile trails and administrative roads



1. No new roads, snowmobile or administrative roads will be allowed.



2. Existing roads and administrative roads that were to have been closed by the December 31, 1975 deadline but have not yet been removed will be closed by no later than March 31, 1987. Any non-conforming roads or, snowmobile trails or resulting from newly classified wilderness areas will also be phased out as rapidly as possible and in any case will be closed by the end of the third calendar year following classification. In each case the Department of Environmental Conservation will:



--	close such roads and snowmobile trails to motor vehicles as may be open to the public;



--	prohibit all administrative use of such roads and trails by motor vehicles; and,

--	block such roads and trails by logs, boulders or similar means other than gates.



3. During the phaseout period the use of motorized vehicles by administrative personnel for transportation of materials and personnel will be limited to the minimum required for proper interim administration and the removal of nonconforming uses.; and,

--	maintenance of such roads and trails will be curtailed and efforts made to encourage revegetation with lower forms of vegetation to permit their conversion to foot trails and, where appropriate, horse trails.



study, and other forms of primitive and unconfined recreation.





Bicycles

1. Public use of bicycles will be prohibited.



2. Administrative personnel will not use bicycles for day-to-day administration. Use of bicycles may be permitted for specific major administrative research, maintenance, rehabilitation or construction projects involving conforming structures or improvements, or the removal of

non-conforming structures in the discretion of the Department of Environmental Conservation.

Flora and fauna

There will be no intentional introduction in wilderness areas of species of flora or fauna that are not historically associated with the Adirondack environment, except: (i) species which have already been established in the Adirondack environment, or (ii) as necessary to protect the integrity of established native flora and fauna. Efforts will be made to restore extirpated native species where such restoration appears feasible.



Recreational use and overuse



1. The following types of recreational use are compatible with wilderness and should be encouraged as long as the degree and intensity of such use does not endanger the wilderness resource itself:



--	hiking, mountaineering, tenting, hunting, fishing, trapping, snowshoeing, ski touring, birding, nature


Access by horses, including horse and wagon, while permitted in wilderness, will be strictly controlled and limited to suitable locations and trail conditions to prevent adverse environmental damage.



2. Each individual unit management plan will seek to determine the physical, biological and social carrying capacity of the wilderness resource. Where the degree and intensity of permitted recreational uses threaten the wilderness resource, ap- propriate administrative and regulatory measures will be taken to limit such use to the capability of the resource. Such administrative and regulatory measures may include, but need not be limited to:



--	the limitation by permit or other appropriate means of the total number of persons permitted to have access to or remain in a wilderness area or portion thereof during a specified period;



--	the temporary closure of all or portions of wilderness areas to permit rehabilitative measures.



3. Educational programs continue to improve public understanding of backcountry use, including an anti-litter and pack-in, pack-out campaign, should be

undertaken. Additional efforts should be undertaken where appropriate.



Boundary structures and improvements and boundary marking



1. Where a wilderness boundary abuts a public highway, the Department of En- vironmental Conservation will be permitted, in conformity with a duly adopted unit management plan, to locate within 500 feet from a public highway right-of-way, on a site-specific basis, trailheads, parking areas, fishing and waterway access sites, picnic areas, ranger stations or other facilities for peripheral control of public use, and, in limited instances, snowmobile trails.



2. Where a wilderness boundary abuts a water body accessible to the public by motorboat, the Department of Environmental Conservation will be permitted, in conformity with a duly adopted unit man- agement plan, to provide, on a

site-specific basis, for ranger stations or other facilities for peripheral control of public use or for the location of small, unobtrusive docks made of natural materials on such shorelines in limited instances where access to trailheads or the potential for resource degradation may make this desirable.



3. Special wilderness area boundary markers will be designed and installed at major access points to enhance public recognition of wilderness boundaries and wilderness restrictions.

Designation of Wilderness Areas

The application of the wilderness definition and criteria described above results in the current designation under this master plan of twenty-one



wilderness areas scattered throughout the Adirondacks. These areas


encompass approximately 1,145,837 acres or about forty-two percent of the forest preserve within the Adirondack Park. Virtually every Adirondack ecosystem is represented in these wilderness areas, from the alpine,

sub-alpine and boreal (spruce-fir) communities of the higher mountains through various mixtures of hardwoods at the middle elevations to the lowland lakes and ponds and a variety of wetland environments – truly an unparalleled spectrum of wilderness resources for this and future generations of New Yorkers.



These areas are identified and their boundaries delineated on the map forming part of this master plan. A general description of each designated wilderness, identifying the principal features and facilities of the area and specifying the non-conforming uses that were not removed by the original December 31, 1975 deadline or that exist as a result of recent acquisition and, in each case, remain in existence is contained in Chapter II. These descriptions also point out certain resource concerns that may be particularly relevant to the administration of the area and the preparation of the individual management plans by the Department of Environmental Conser- vation.
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Definition



A primitive area is an area of land or water that is either:



1. Essentially wilderness in character but, (a) contains structures, improvements, or uses that are inconsistent with wilderness, as



defined, and whose removal, though a long term objective, cannot be pro- vided for by a fixed deadline, and/or,

(b) contains, or is contiguous to, private lands that are of a size and influence to prevent wilderness designation; or,



2. Of a size and character not meeting wilderness standards, but where the fragility of the resource or other factors require wilderness management.



The definition recognizes two basic types of primitive areas: (i) where the ultimate goal is clearly to upgrade the area to wilderness at some future time, however distant, when the

non-conforming uses can be removed and/or acquisition of private tracts is accomplished, and, (ii) where eventual wilderness classification is impossible or extremely unlikely.



An example of the first type would be the existence of a fire tower and associated structures and improvements (observer cabins, telephone lines, etc.) whose precise date of removal cannot be ascertained until the new aerial surveillance program of the Department of Environmental Conservation is fully implemented and communication systems modernized. Another example would be a private or minor public road traversing a tract otherwise suitable for wilderness designation or separating such an area from a designated wilderness. Finally, an extensive private inholding or a series of smaller private inholdings whose eventual acquisition is desirable but cannot now be provided for, might so affect a potential wilderness area as to require primitive designation.


The second type includes smaller tracts that are most unlikely to attain wilderness standards, such as a small island in close proximity to a highly developed shoreline, or larger tracts with non-conforming uses, such as a railroad or major public highway, that are essentially permanent, but where in each case the high quality or fragility of the resource requires wilderness management.



Guidelines for Management and Use

Basic guidelines



1. The primary primitive management guideline will be to achieve and maintain in each designated primitive area a condition as close to wilderness as possible, so as to perpetuate a natural plant and animal community where man’s influence is relatively unapparent.



2. In primitive areas:



(a) No additions or expansions of non-- conforming uses will be permitted.



(b) Any remaining

non-conforming uses that were to have been removed by the original December 31, 1975 deadline but have not been removed will be removed by March 3l, 1987will be removed.



(c) Those non-conforming uses of essentially a permanent nature whose removal, though anticipated, cannot be provided for by a fixed deadline will be phased out on a reasonable timetable as soon as their removal becomes feasible.





(d) Non-conforming uses resulting from newly classified primitive areas will be removed as rapidly as possible, except for those described in c above, and in any case by the end of the third year following classification.



(e) Primitive tent sites that do not conform to the separation distance guidelines will be brought into compliance on a phased basis and in any case by the third year following adoption of the unit management plan for the area.

3. No new, non-conforming uses will be permitted in any primitive area.

4. Upon the removal of all non- conforming uses, a designated primitive area that otherwise meets wilderness standards will be reclassified as wilderness.



5. Construction of additional conforming structures and maintenance of existing facilities and improvements will follow the guidelines for wilderness areas.



6. No new structures or improvements in primitive areas will be constructed except in conformity with finally adopted unit management plans. This guideline will not prevent ordinary maintenance rehabilitation or minor relocation of conforming structures or improvements or the removal of non- conforming uses.



7. All conforming structures and improvements will be located so as to blend with the surrounding environment and to require only minimal maintenance.

8. 
All management and administrative actions and interior facilities in primitive areas will be designed to emphasize the

self-sufficiency of the user to assume a high degree of responsibility for environmentally sound use of such areas and for his or her their own health, safety and welfare.



9. Any new, reconstructed or relocated lean-tos or individual primitive tent sites located on shorelines of lakes, ponds, rivers or major streams will be located so as to be reasonably screened from the water body to avoid intruding on the natural character of the shoreline and public enjoyment and use thereof. Any such lean-tos will be set back a minimum of 100 feet from the mean high water mark of lakes, ponds, rivers or major streams.



10. All pit privies will be located a minimum of 150 feet from the mean high water mark of any lake, pond, river, stream or wetland.



Primitive Recreational Trail



In the Essex Chain Lakes Primitive Area and the Pine Lake Primitive Area only, former all-season roads capable of withstanding such use may be designated as Primitive Recreational Trails for use by foot, horse, horse and wagon, bicycle, ski, snowshoe and other non-motorized recreational activities. The Department may maintain a Primitive Recreational Trail by periodic, but not usual or routine, use of motor vehicles and motorized equipment for specific major maintenance, rehabilitation or construction purposes during off-peak seasons, unless extraordinary



conditions, such as a fire, major blow- down, or flood mandate more frequent work or work during peak periods.



Structures and improvements



1. All structures and improvements that conform to wilderness guidelines will be acceptable in primitive areas.



2. In addition, existing structures and improvements





(a) whose removal, though anticipated, cannot be provided for by a fixed deadline, or,

(b) in the case of areas not destined to become wilderness, whose retention is compatible with the character of the area and whose removal is not essential to protect the resource, will also be permissible, in each case as specified in a duly adopted unit management plan.



3. Non-conforming uses, other than those that meet the criteria in section 2 above, will be removed. by no later than March 3l, 1987.

4. Beaver control structures will be permitted allowed where beaver activity threatens to cause damage to primitive recreational trails.  Trail relocation, however, should be the primary response to human-beaver conflict, and only where this is not feasible should beaver control structures be used.



Ranger stations



Ranger stations will be subject to the same guidelines as in wilderness areas, except that in areas not destined to become wilderness or in other special situations the indefinite retention of such stations may be provided for as specified by the Department of


Environmental Conservation in a duly adopted unit management plan.









Motor vehicles, motorized equipment and aircraft



1. All uses of motor vehicles, motorized equipment and aircraft permitted under wilderness guidelines will also be permitted in primitive areas.



2. In the Essex Chain Lakes and Pine Lake Primitive Areas, use of motor vehicles and motorized equipment will be permitted as described under “Primitive Recreational Trail”.

3. Additionally, the use of motor vehicles, motorized equipment and aircraft by administrative personnel will be permitted to reach and maintain existing structures, improvements or ranger stations:



(a) whose eventual removal is anticipated but cannot be removed by a fixed deadline; or,



(b) in primitive areas not destined to become wilderness whose presence is of an essentially permanent character; in each case as specified in a duly adopted unit management plan.



Roads, snowmobile trails and administrative roads



1. The guidelines specified for wilderness areas will also apply to primitive areas, except that:



-- continued use of existing roads, snowmobile trails and administrative roads by administrative personnel will be permitted, to the extent necessary to reach and maintain structures and improvements whose removal, though anticipated, cannot be effected by a fixed deadline or, in the case of primitive areas not destined to become wilderness, whose presence is of an essentially permanent character; and,



--	existing roads now legally open to the public may remain open for motor vehicles at the discretion of the Department of Environmental Conservation pending eventual wilderness classification, if their con- tinued use will not adversely affect the character of the resources of the primitive area or impinge upon the proper management of an adjacent wilderness area;



--	existing snowmobile trails now legally open to the public may remain open for snowmobiles at the discretion of the Department of Environmental Conservation pending eventual wilderness classification if their continued use will not adversely affect the character or resources of the primitive area or impinge upon the proper management of the adjacent wilderness; in each case as specified in a duly adopted unit management plan.



2. Upon the closure of any road, snowmobile trail or administrative road, such routes will be effectively blocked as provided in the wilderness guidelines.




Bicycles

The same guidelines will apply as in wilderness areas except that bicycles may be used:



(a) on existing roads legally open to the public and on administrative roads specifically designated for such use by the Department of Environmental Conservation as specified in individual unit management plans; and,



(b) on former all-season roads in the Essex Chain Lakes Primitive Area, as described above under “Primitive Recreational Trails.”







Flora and fauna

The same guidelines will apply as in wilderness areas.



Recreational use and overuse



The same guidelines will apply as in wilderness areas.



Boundary structures and improvements and boundary marking



The same guidelines will apply as in wilderness areas.

Designation of Primitive Areas

The application of the primitive definition and criteria described above results in the current designation under this master plan of 40 primitive areas scattered throughout the Adirondack Park. The objective for many of these areas is to eventually upgrade them to wilderness. Some areas are extremely unlikely to attain wilderness standards.



A wide variety of terrain and ecosystems is represented in the designated primitive areas, though not to the same degree as with wilderness.



All primitive areas are identified and their boundaries delineated on the map forming part of this master plan.



A general description of each designated primitive area is contained in Chapter III. Each description specifies the goal for ultimate classification and non-conforming uses for each area.
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Definition



A canoe area is an area where the watercourses or the number and proximity of lakes and ponds make possible a remote and unconfined type of water-oriented recreation in an essentially wilderness setting.



The terrain associated with parcels meeting the above definition is generally ideally suited to ski touring and snowshoeing in the winter months.

Guidelines for Management and Use

Basic guidelines



1. The primary canoe area management guideline will be to protect the quality of the water and fishery resources while preserving a wilderness character on the adjacent lands.



2. In designated canoe areas that contain non-conforming uses:




(a) No additions or expansions of such non-conforming uses will be permitted.

(b) Any remaining

non-conforming uses that were to have been removed by the December 31, 1975 deadline but have not yet been removed will be removed by March 3l, 1987.



(c) Non-conforming uses resulting from newly classified canoe areas will be removed as rapidly as possible and in any case by the end of the third year following classification.



(d) Primitive tent sites that do not conform to the separation distance guidelines will be brought into compliance on a phased basis and in any case by the third year following adoption of the unit management plan for the area.



3. No new non-conforming uses will be permitted.



4. Construction of additional conforming structures and improvements and maintenance of existing facilities will be on the same basis as in wilderness areas but with particular emphasis on the water and fishery resources.



5. No new structures or improvements in canoe areas will be constructed except in conformity with finally adopted unit management plans. This guideline will not prevent ordinary maintenance, rehabilitation or minor relocation of conforming structures and improvements, or the removal of

non-conforming uses.



6. All conforming structures and improvements will be designed and located so as to blend with the surrounding environment and to require only minimal maintenance.



7. All management and administrative actions and interior facilities in canoe areas will be designed to emphasize the self-sufficiency of the user to assume a high degree of responsibility for environmentally sound use of such areas and for theirhis or her own health, safety and welfare.



8. Any new, reconstructed or relocated lean-tos or individual primitive tent sites located on shorelines of lakes, ponds, rivers or major streams will be located so as to be reasonably screened from the water body to avoid intruding on the natural character of the shoreline and public enjoyment and use thereof. Any such lean-tos will be set back a minimum of 100 feet from the mean high water mark of lakes, ponds, rivers, or major streams.



9. All pit privies will be located a minimum of 150 feet from the mean high water mark of any lake, pond, river, stream or wetland.



Structures and improvements



1. All structures and improvements that conform to wilderness guidelines will be permitted in canoe areas.



2. In addition, existing administrative roads may be used and maintained by administrative personnel in conformity with the guideline specified below.


Ranger stations



The same guidelines will apply as in wilderness areas.

Motor vehicles, motorized equipment and aircraft



1. All uses of motor vehicles, motorized equipment and aircraft permitted under the wilderness guidelines will also be permitted in canoe areas.



2. In addition, motor vehicles, motorized equipment and aircraft may be used by administrative personnel, but only for purposes designed to preserve or enhance the water or fishery resources of the area as specified in duly adopted unit management plans.



Roads, snowmobile trails and administrative roads



The guidelines specified for wilderness areas will also apply to canoe areas except that use of administrative roads by administrative personnel for purposes designed to preserve or enhance the water or fishery resources of the area will be permitted as specified in duly adopted unit management plans. Such administrative roads will be closed to public use by means of a gate or other similar methods.



Bicycles



The same guidelines will apply as in wilderness areas except that bicycles may be used on existing roads legally open to the public and on administrative roads specifically designated for such use by the Department of Environmental Conservation, as specified in individual unit management plans.





Flora and fauna

The same guidelines will apply as in wilderness areas.

Recreational use and overuse



The same guidelines will apply as in wilderness areas with special emphasis on canoeing, fishing, ski touring and snowshoeing.



Boundary structures and improvements and boundary marking



The same guidelines will apply as in wilderness areas.



Designation of Canoe Areas

The application of the canoe area definition and criteria described above results in the current designation under this master plan of only the St. Regis Canoe Area. Certain private tracts in the Park may also qualify for canoe area designation should they ever be acquired.



The St. Regis area is depicted on the map forming part of this master plan. It is described in narrative form in Chapter III on the same basis as the wilderness and primitive descriptions with an inventory of both the conforming and non-conforming structures and improvements in the area.
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Definition



A wild forest area is an area where the resources permit a


somewhat higher degree of human use than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, while retaining an essentially wild character. A wild forest area is further defined as an area that frequently lacks the sense of remoteness of wilderness, primitive or canoe areas and that permits a wide variety of outdoor recreation.



To the extent that state lands classified as wild forest were given or devised to the state for silvicultural or wildlife management purposes pursuant to statutory provisions specifying that these lands will not form part of the forest preserve (if such provisions are constitutional), the following guidelines are not to be interpreted to prevent silvicultural or wildlife management practices on these lands, provided that other guidelines for wild forest land are respected.

Guidelines for Management and Use

Those areas classified as wild forest are generally less fragile, ecologically, than the wilderness and primitive areas. Because the resources of these areas can withstand more human impact, these areas should accommodate much of the future use of the Adirondack forest preserve. The scenic attributes and the variety of uses to which these areas lend themselves provide a challenge to the recreation planner.

Within constitutional constraints, those types of outdoor recreation that afford enjoyment without destroying the wild forest character or natural resource quality should be encouraged. Many of these areas are under-utilized. For example the crescent of wild forest areas from Lewis County south and east



through Old Forge, southern Hamilton and northern Fulton Counties and north and east to the Lake George vicinity can and should afford extensive outdoor recreation readily accessible from the primary east-west transportation and population axis of New York State.



Basic guidelines



1. The primary wild forest management guideline will be to protect the natural wild forest setting and to provide those types of outdoor recreation that will afford public enjoyment without impairing the wild forest atmosphere.



2. In wild forest areas:

(a) No additions or expansions of non-conforming uses will be permitted.



(b) Any remaining

non-conforming uses that were to have been removed by the December 31, 1975 deadline but have not yet been removed willwill be removed as soon as practicable. be removed by March 3l, 1987.



(c) Non-conforming uses resulting from newly classified wild forest areas will be removed as rapidly as possible and in any case by the end of the third year following classification.



(d) Primitive tent sites that do not conform to the separation distance guidelines will be brought into compliance on a phased basis and in any case by the third year following adoption of the unit management plan for the area.





3. 
No new non-conforming uses will be permitted in any designated wild forest area.



4. Public use of motor vehicles will not be encouraged and there will not be any material increase in the mileage of roads and snowmobile trails open to motorized use by the public in wild forest areas that conformed to the master plan at the time of its original adoption in 1972.



5. Care should be taken to minimize conflict of incompatible uses.



6. When public access to and enjoyment of the wild forest areas are inadequate, appropriate measures may be undertaken to provide improved access to encourage public use consistent with the wild forest character.



7. No new structures or improvements in wild forest areas will be constructed except in conformity with a finally adopted unit management plan. This guideline will not prevent ordinary maintenance, rehabilitation or minor maintenance of conforming structures or improvements, or the removal of

non-conforming uses.



8. All conforming structures and improvements will be designed and located so as to blend with the surrounding environment and to require only minimal maintenance.



9. All management and administrative actions and interior facilities in wild forest areas will be designed to emphasize the

self-sufficiency of the user to assume a high degree of responsibility for environ- mentally sound use of such areas and for theirhis or her own health, safety and welfare.





10. Any new, reconstructed or relocated lean-tos, primitive tent sites and other conforming buildings and structures located on shorelines of lakes, ponds, rivers or major streams, other than docks, fishing and waterway access sites and similar water-related facilities, will be located so as to be reasonably screened from the water body to avoid intruding on the natural character of the shoreline and the public enjoyment and use thereof. Any such leantos, ranger stations, storage sheds, horse barns and similar structures will be set back a minimum of 100 feet from the mean high water mark of lakes, ponds, rivers or major streams.



11. All pit privies, seepage pits or leach fields will be located a minimum of 150 feet from any lake, pond, river or stream.



Structures and improvements



1. All structures and improvements permitted under the guidelines covering wilderness areas will be allowed in wild forest areas. In addition, the structures and improvements listed below will be allowed and their maintenance, rehabilitation and construction permitted:



--	small groupings of primitive tent sites below 3,500 feet in elevation, subject to the guidelines set forth below;



--	nature and interpretive trails;



--	trailheads adjacent to public highways;


--	stream improvement structures for fishery management purposes;



--	fishing and waterway access sites adjacent to public highways and complying with the criteria set forth below;



-- bicycle trails; and



--	horse trails; and,



--	picnic tables.



The maintenance and rehabilitation of the following structures and improvements will be allowed to the extent essential to the administration and/or protection of state lands or to reasonable public use thereof but new construction will not be encouraged:





--	horse barns;



--	small scale dams, constructed of natural materials wherever possible;



--	boat docks, constructed of natural materials wherever possible;



--	small fireplaces in fire-sensitive areas;



--	storage sheds and similar rustic buildings for use of administrative personnel;



--	small-scale electronic communication and relay facilities for official communications;



--	telephone and electrical lines to service permitted administrative structures;



--	buoys;



--	small-scale water supply facilities under permit from the Department of Environmental Conservation;



--	ranger stations as set forth


Motor vehicles, motorized equipment and aircraft



1. All uses of motor vehicles, motorized equipment and aircraft permitted under wilderness guidelines will also be permitted in wild forest areas.



below;






--	roads, and administrative




2. In addition, the use of motor vehicles, snowmobiles, motorized



roads as set forth below;



--	snowmobile trails as set forth

below;

--	fire towers and observer cabins as set forth below; and,

--	wildlife management structures; and,



-- bridges, constructed of natural materials whenever possible, following a minimum requirements approach analysis that fundamentally protects the wild forest character of the area.



-- Beaver control structures will be permitted should be allowed and proioritized where beaver activity threatens to cause damage to stream improvement structures for fisheries purposes, or to prevent the introduction of invasive species.

Ranger stations



Existing ranger stations may be retained and new ranger stations constructed, but only where absolutely essential for administration of the area, no feasible alternative exists, and no deterioration of the wild forest character or natural resource quality of the area will result.


equipment and aircraft will be allowed as follows:



(a) by administrative personnel where necessary to reach, maintain or construct permitted structures and improvements, for appropriate law enforcement and general supervision of public use, or for appropriate purposes, including research, to preserve and enhance the fish and wildlife or other natural resources of the area;



(b) by the general public, subject to basic guideline 4 set forth above, but only on:



--	existing public roads;



--	Department of Environmental Conservation roads now or hereafter designated as open for public use by motor vehicles by the Department of Environmental Conservation; and,



--	on rivers, lakes and ponds now or hereafter designated by the Department of Environmental Conserva- tion as suitable for such motorized uses; and,



(c) by snowmobiles on snowmobile trails now or hereafter designated by the Department of Environmental Conservation in accordance with basic guideline 4 set



forth above, and with the special guide- lines for such trails specified below.



(d) by all-terrain vehicles but only on existing public roads or administrative roads open to such vehicles, as specified in (b) above.



3. The Department of Environmental Conservation may restrict, under existing law and pursuant to authority provided in this master plan, the use of motor vehicles, motorized equipment and aircraft by the public or administrative personnel where in its judgment the character of the natural resources in a particular area or other factors make such restrictions desirable.



Roads and administrative roads

1. Continued use of existing roads, snowmobile trails and administrative roads by administrative personnel in wild forest areas will be permitted, to the extent necessary, to reach, maintain and construct permitted structures and improvements.



2. Existing roads or snowmobile trails, now open to and used by the public for motor vehicle use in wild forest areas, may continue to be so used at the discretion of the Department of Environmental Conservation, provided such use is compatible with the wild forest character of an area.



3. Established roads or snowmobile trails in newly-acquired state lands classified as wild forest may be kept open to the public, subject to basic guideline 4 set forth above and in the case of snowmobile trails to the special guidelines for such trails set forth below, at the discretion of the Department of Environmental Conser- vation, provided such use is compatible


with the wild forest character of the area.



4. No new roads will be constructed in wild forest areas nor will new administrative roads be constructed unless such construction is absolutely essential to the protection or administration of an area, no feasible alternative exists and no deterioration of the wild forest character or natural resource quality of the area will result.



Snowmobile trails



Snowmobile trails should be designed and located in a manner that will not adversely affect adjoining private landowners or the wild forest environment and in particular:

--	the mileage of snowmobile trails lost in the designation of wilderness, primitive and canoe areas may be replaced in wild forest areas with existing roads or abandoned wood roads as the basis of such new snow mobile trail construction, except in rare circumstances requiring the cutting of new trails;



--	wherever feasible such replacement mileage should be located in the general area as where mileage is lost due to wilderness, primitive or canoe classification;



--	appropriate opportunities to improve the snowmobile trail system may be pursued subject to basic guideline 4 set forth above, where the impact on the wild forest environment will be minimized, such as (i) provision for snowmobile trails adjacent to but screened from certain public highways within the Park to facilitate snowmobile access between communities where alternate routes on either state or



private land are not available and topography permits and, (ii) designation of new snowmobile trails on established roads in newly acquired state

lands classified as wild forest; and,



--	deer wintering yards and other important wildlife and resource areas should be avoided by such trails.



Bicycles



Bicycles may be permitted, in the discretion of the Department of Environmental Conservation, on roads legally open to the public and on administrative roads, bicycle trails, foot trails, snowmobile trails and horse trails deemed suitable for such use as specified in individual unit management plans.



Fire towers



The educational and informational aspects of certain fire towers should be encouraged and wherever feasible these fire towers should be retained where consistent with their need from a fire control and communications standpoint.



Tent platforms



The Department of Environmental Conservation having removed all tent platforms previously existing under Department permit, erection of new tent platforms will be prohibited.



Small groupings of primitive tent sites designed to accommodate a maximum of 20 people per grouping under group camping conditions may be provided at carefully selected locations in wild forest areas, even though each individual site may be within sight or sound and less than approximately


one-quarter mile from any other site within such grouping, subject to the following criteria:



--	such groupings will only be established or maintained on a site specific basis in conformity with a duly adopted unit management plan for the wild forest area in question;



--	such groupings will be widely dispersed (generally a mile apart) and located in a manner that will blend with the surrounding environment and have a minimum impact on the wild forest character and natural resource quality of the area;



--	all new, reconstructed or relocated tent sites in such groupings will be set back a minimum of 100 feet from the mean high water mark of lakes, ponds, rivers and major streams and will be located so as to be reasonably screened from the water body to avoid intruding on the natural character of the shoreline and the public enjoyment and use thereof.



Fishing and waterway access sites



Fishing and waterway access sites may be provided on any body of water irrespective of its size where the current or projected need for access clearly warrants such a site. Such sites will comply with the following management guidelines:



--	Adequate public hand launching facilities or private facilities open to the public are not available to meet a demonstrated need.



--	The physical, biological and social carrying capacity of the water body or other water bodies accessible from the site will not be exceeded.





--	The site and attendant water uses will be compatible with the state and private land use classifications and attendant management guidelines and land use controls surrounding the water body.



--	The site will be located in a manner to avoid adverse impact on adjacent or nearby state and private lands.



--	Motor size limitations or the prohibition of motorized use as appropriate to the carrying capacity of the water body are provided for.



--	There will be no adverse impacts on the physical, biological or scenic resources of the water body and surrounding land.







Any proposal to create a new fishing or waterway access site will be accom- panied by an adequate demonstration that the above guidelines can be complied with.



Flora and fauna



The same guidelines will apply as in wilderness areas, although exceptions may be made by the Department of Environmental Conservation in accordance with sound biological management practices, particularly where such practices will improve the wildlife resources.



Recreational use and overuse



1. All types of recreational uses considered appropriate for wilderness areas are compatible with wild forest and, in addition, snowmobiling,


motorboating and travel by jeep or other motor vehicles on a limited and regulated basis that will not materially increase motorized uses that conformed to the Master Plan at the time of its adoption in 1972 and will not adversely affect the essentially wild character of the land are permitted.



2. Certain wild forest areas offer better opportunities for a more extensive horse trail system than in wilderness, primitive or canoe areas and horse trails and associated facilities in these areas should be provided where appropriate.



3. Although the nature of most wild forest areas indicates that potential recreational overuse will not be as serious as in wilderness, primitive and canoe areas, care must nonetheless be taken to avoid overuse, and the basic wilderness guidelines in this respect apply also to wild forest lands. The relatively greater intensity of use allowed by the wild forest guidelines should not be interpreted as permitting or encouraging unlimited or unrestrained use of wild forest areas.

Designation of Wild Forest Areas

The application of the wild forest definition and criteria described above results in the current designation under the master plan of about 1.3 million acres of wild forest land, comprising approximately 51 percent of the forest preserve within the Adirondack Park. A wide variety of terrain and ecosystems is represented in these areas.



All wild forest areas are identified and their boundaries delineated on the map forming part of this master plan.



Chapter III contains a general description of 17 wild forest areas in the Park.
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Definition



An intensive use area is an area where the state provides facilities for intensive forms of outdoor recreation by the public. Two types of intensive use areas are defined by this plan: campground and day use areas.



These areas provide overnight accommodations or day use facilities for a significant number of visitors to the Park and often function as a base for use of wild forest, wilderness, primitive and canoe areas.

Guidelines for Management and Use

Basic guidelines

1. The primary management guideline for intensive use areas will be to provide the public opportunities for family group camping, developed swimming and boating, downhill skiing, cross country skiing under competitive or developed conditions on improved cross country ski trails, visitor information and similar outdoor recreational pursuits in a setting and on a scale that are in harmony with the relatively wild and undeveloped character of the Adirondack Park.



2. All intensive use facilities should be located, designed and managed so as to blend with the Adirondack environment and to have the minimum adverse impact possible on


surrounding state lands and nearby private holdings. They will not be situated where they will aggravate problems on lands already subject to or threatened by overuse, such as the eastern portion of the High Peaks Wilderness, the Pharaoh Lake Wilderness or the St. Regis Canoe Area or where they will have a negative impact on competing private facilities.

Such facilities will be adjacent to or serviceable from existing public road systems or water bodies open to motorboat use within the Park.



3. Construction and development activities in intensive use areas will:

--	avoid material alteration of wetlands;

--	minimize extensive topographic alterations;



--	limit vegetative clearing; and,



--	preserve the scenic, natural and open space resources of the intensive use area.



4. Day use areas will not provide for overnight camping or other overnight accommodations for the public.





5. Priority should be given to the rehabilitation and modernization of existing intensive use areas and the complete development of partially developed existing intensive use areas before the construction of new facilities is considered.



6. Additions to the intensive use category should come either from new acquisitions or from the reclassification



of appropriate wild forest areas, and only in exceptional circumstances from wilderness, primitive or canoe areas.



7. Any request for classification of a new acquisition or reclassification of existing lands from another land use category to an intensive use area will be accompanied by a draft unit management plan for the proposed intensive use area that will demonstrate how the applicable guidelines will be respected.



8. No new structures or improvements at any intensive use area will be constructed except in conformity with a final adopted unit management plan for such area. This guideline will not prevent the ordinary maintenance, rehabilitation or minor relocation of conforming structures or improvements.



9. Since the concentrations of visitors at certain intensive use facilities often pose a threat of water pollution, the state should set an example for the private sector by installing modern sewage treatment systems with the objective of maintaining high water quality. Standards for the state should in no case be less than those for the private sector and in all cases any pit privy, leach field or seepage pit will be at least 150 feet from the mean high water mark of any lake, pond, river or stream.



10. Any new, reconstructed or relocated buildings or structures located on shorelines of lakes, ponds, rivers or major streams, other than docks, primitive tent sites not a part of a campground (which will be governed by the general guidelines for such sites set forth elsewhere in this master plan) boat launching sites, fishing and waterway access sites, boathouses, and similar water related facilities, will be set back a


minimum of 150 feet from the mean high water mark and will be located so as to be reasonably screened from the water body to avoid intruding on the natural character of the shoreline and the public enjoyment and use thereof.



Campgrounds



1. All campgrounds will be of a rustic nature without utility hookups and other elaborate facilities customarily provided by private campgrounds. Each individual site will retain the natural character of the surrounding forest and contain only a fireplace or fire ring, a space for a single vehicle with trailer if needed, picnic table, and appropriate sites. All facilities and appurtenances are to be constructed of natural materials to the fullest extent possible so as to blend with the natural en- vironment. Where a campground involves the shoreline of a lake, pond, river or major stream any new, reconstructed or relocated camping sites will be set back a minimum of 100 feet from the mean high water mark and will be located so as to be reasonably screened from the shoreline and so as to avoid intruding on its natural character or public enjoyment and use thereof.



2. The maximum size of future campgrounds in the Park will be in the range of 75 to 150 individual camping sites depending on site constraints, resource considerations and impacts on nearby lands.



3. The older, existing campgrounds will be rehabilitated and reconstructed as soon as possible to reflect modern site planning principles that will better blend the facilities with the environment and will comply with the provisions of this master plan. In



particular, priority should be given to the rehabilitation and reconstruction of Fish Creek Campground.



4. Educational programs at campgrounds should be encouraged.



5. Future campgrounds will be located so as to encourage public use on presently underutilized tracts of state land.



Boat launching sites



Launching sites for trailered boats will only be provided by the state on Adirondack lakes in conformity with the following management guidelines:

1. Boat launching sites will only be provided on large lakes regularly used by motorboats. A large lake is defined as a lake approximately 1,000 acres or more in area. A list of lakes meeting these criteria (including smaller lakes in interconnected lake chains aggregating 1,000 acres or more which are regularly used by motorboats) is set forth in Chapter III. The fact that a lake is set forth on this list does not neces- sarily mean that additional boat launching sites on that lake are needed or desirable.



2. Boat launching sites will only be provided on the above lakes where:



--	adequate public or private boat launching facilities open to the public are not available to meet a demonstrated need;



--	the physical, biological and social carrying capacity of the lake, or a portion of the lake, or other water bodies accessible from the site will not be exceeded;


--	the boat launching site or attendant water uses will be compatible with the state or private land use clas- sifications and attendant management guidelines as land use controls surrounding the water body;



--	the boat launching site is located in a manner to avoid adverse impact on adjacent or nearby state and private lands;



--	motor size limitations appropriate to the carrying capacity of the lake are provided; particularly for lakes with embayment or shoreline con- figurations providing the character of small lakes; and,



--	there will be no material adverse impacts on physical, biological or scenic resources of the water body and surrounding land.

3. Existing boat launching sites that do not meet the above guidelines may be retained but their status will be periodically reviewed to determine if their eventual conversion to fishing access sites is appropriate.



4. Any proposals to create a new boat launching site will be accompanied by an adequate demonstration that the above guidelines can be complied with.



Moose River Plains Camping Area



The history of use and character of this camping area is unique in the Adirondack Park, and it is to be managed according to special management guidelines within the Intensive Use Area classification.

These guidelines and criteria allow for camping opportunities intermediate between primitive camping and camping in public campgrounds. The Camping



Area does not provide the types of facilities normally associated with Intensive Use Area Campgrounds. While drive-in camping and site separation distances of less than one- quarter mile are generally provided, the Camping Area is largely primitive in character and does not include facilities such as bathhouses, water supply, paved roads and similar amenities.

Some facilities are designed to provide universal access for persons with disabilities. Individual camping sites will be located or restored to be adequately screened from roads, water bodies and other camping sites. Most camping sites may include space for a single vehicle with a trailer, a tent site if needed, a pit privy, picnic table and small fireplace or fire ring. Those sites within the corridors of rivers classified “Scenic” are required



to be managed as primitive tent sites according to Wild, Scenic and Recreational River guidelines and criteria of this Master Plan.



The area is a continuous corridor two tenths of a mile wide, one-tenth mile either side of the centerline of 23.9 miles of roads formerly part of the Moose River Plains Wild Forest Area.

Specifically, it includes 17.3 miles of the Limekiln Lake-Cedar River Road from Wakely Dam to the intersection with Rock Dam Road, 4.3 miles of Rock Dam Road, 1.2 miles of Loop Road and a total of 1.1 miles of four, shorter spur roads in the areas of Bradley Brook, Helldiver Pond, Lost Ponds and camping sites #53 to #55. The Camping Area initially provides 116 individual camping sites, with approximately 33 sites that will be relocated due to environmental concerns. Intensive Use camping areas may contain up to 150 individual camping sites, and more sites may be added in the future to this area


through additional, careful design efforts.



Use of the entire Limekiln Lake- Cedar River Road for public motor vehicle access from Inlet and Indian Lake to the Moose River Plains Camping Area is essential and should be preserved, as should the road’s gravel surface and its wild, forested corridor free of extensive roadside clearings. Driving this and the other interconnected, winding roads of the Plains for tens of miles through Forest Preserve is, for some, a highly valued recreational experience in itself – one reminiscent of earlier times when such roads were common in the Adirondacks and the eastern U.S. Heavy recreational use of the road system is made in winter



months by snowmobilers, some aspects of which may have negative effects on the wintering deer population (possibly including negative physiological effects and habituation to feeding) that deserve assessment.



Ski areas and the Mt. Van Hoevenberg Recreation Area



1. Existing downhill ski centers at Gore and Whiteface should be modernized to the extent physical and biological resources allow. Cross country skiing on improved cross country ski trails may be developed at these downhill ski centers.



2. The Mt. Van Hoevenberg Recreation Area should be maintained as a year-round sports facility meeting international standards for such sports as bobsled, luge, biathlon and cross country skiing on improved cross country ski trails under developed, competitive conditions.



Recreation use and overuse



Where the degree and intensity of permitted recreational uses are endangering the physical or biological resources of an area, appropriate administrative and regulatory measures will be taken to limit such use to the capability of the resources. Such administrative and regulatory measures may include, but need not be limited to:



--	the prohibition of overnight camping within a specified distance of a designated campground to avoid overflow camping on adjacent, undeveloped state lands; and,



--	the temporary closure of all or portions of a designated intensive use area to permit rehabilitative measures.

Designation of Intensive Use Areas

The intensive use areas are delineated on the map forming part of this master plan and are described in Chapter III. They include (i) day use areas, which include: boat launching sites, the two downhill ski centers at Gore and Whiteface, one beach not associated with a campground, all of the facilities at the Mount. Van Hoevenberg Recreation Area, the Prospect Mountain Parkway and the Whiteface Mountain Veterans’ Memorial Highway, and, (ii) campgrounds (certain of which have associated day-use facilities which are considered a part of the campground).

The Moose River Plains Camping Area is unique in the Adirondack Park and will be managed to restore and maintain the wild forest setting of the drive-in camping opportunities provided there.

The Lake George Islands Campground, Hearthstone Point Campground, Rogers


Rock Campground, Lake George Battleground Campground, Lake George Beach, Prospect Mountain Highway, and Mossy Point boat launch are all located within the Lake George Park.







[bookmark: _TOC_250018]HISTORIC

Definition



Historic areas are locations of buildings, structures or sites owned by the state (other than the Adirondack Forest Preserve itself) that are significant in the history, architecture, archeology or culture of the Adirondack Park, the state or the nation; that fall into one of the following categories;



--	state historic sites;



--	properties listed on the State or National Register of Historic Places, and National Historic Landmarks, and;



--	properties recommended for nominationdetermined eligible for State/National Register listing by the Committee on Registers of the New York State Board for Historic Preservation Office; and that are of a scale, character and location appropriate for designation as an historic area under this master plan and the state has committed resour- ces to manage such areas primarily for historic objectives.



Guidelines for Management and Use





Basic guidelines

1. The primary management guidelines for historic areas will be to preserve the quality and character of the historic resources, that is, to the greatest extent feasible, in a setting and on a scale in harmony with the relatively wild and undeveloped character of the Adirondack Park.



2. All historic areas will be designed, managed and interpreted so as to blend with the Adirondack environment and have the minimum adverse impact possible on surrounding state lands and nearby private holdings.



3. Construction, and development, and preservation activities in historic areas will:

--	avoid material alteration of wetlands;



--	minimize extensive topographical alterations;





--	limit vegetative clearing; and,



--	preserve the scenic, natural and open space resources of the historic area.



4. Each historic area will be designed, managed and interpreted in conformity with a special historic area unit management plan for the area, filed with and approved by the Agency after public hearing as being consistent with this master plan. Special unit management plans will be prepared in consultation with the Agency for the two existing historic areas as soon as possible. No new structures or improvements at existing or proposed historic areas will be constructed prior to


the approval of such special unit management plans. Such structures and improvements will conform to this master plan and special historic area unit management plans.

Designation of Historic Areas

Five historic areas, Crown Point, John Brown's Farm, Camp Santanoni, Hurricane Mountain Fire Tower and St. Regis Mountain Fire Tower result from the application of the above criteria and are delineated on the map forming part of this master plan.





[bookmark: _TOC_250017]STATE ADMINISTRATIVE

Definition



State administrative areas are areas where the state provides facilities for a variety of specific state purposes that are not primarily designed to accommodate visitors to the Park.



This category, like the travel corridor category with which it is closely associated, contains a wide variety of developed uses related directly to the activities of many state agencies. It includes the administrative offices of the Department of Environmental Conservation, Division of State Police and the Adirondack Park Agency itself as well as the Department of Environ- mental Conservation fish hatcheries, Department of Transportation offices and maintenance and storage sites, the Atmospheric Sciences Research Center at Whiteface Mountain, the Sunmount Developmental Center, the Adirondack Correctional Facility, the Dannemora Correctional Facility, the Lyon Mountain Correctional Facility, Camp Gabriels and



several sewage treatment plants operated by the Environmental Facilities Corporation. All of these facilities are in close proximity to public highways and are generally in developed areas of the Park.

Guidelines for Management and Use

Basic guidelines



1. The primary management guideline for state administrative areas should be to provide facilities for the administration of state lands or programs in a setting and on a scale that is, to the greatest extent feasible, in harmony with the relatively wild and undeveloped character of the Adiron- dack Park.



2. All state administrative facilities should be located, designed and managed so as to blend with the Adirondack environment and to have the minimum adverse impact possible on surrounding state lands and nearby private holdings. Whenever possible, such facilities should be adjacent to or serviceable from existing public road systems within the Park.



3. Construction and development activities in state administrative areas will:

--	avoid material alterations of wetlands;



--	minimize extensive topographical alterations;



--	limit vegetative clearing; and,


-- preserve the scenic, natural and open space resources of the state administrative area.



4. Additions to the state administrative category should come either from new acquisitions or from the reclassification of appropriate wild forest or intensive use areas (assuming such acquisitions or reclassifications to be constitutional) and not from wilderness, primitive or canoe areas.

Designation of State Administrative Areas

State administrative areas are listed in Chapter III and those of an appropriate scale are designated on the map forming part of this master plan.





WILD, SCENIC AND RECREA- TIONAL RIVERS

The Adirondack Park contains many rivers which, with their immediate envi- rons, constitute an important and unusual resource. Classification of those portions of rivers that flow through state land is vital to the protection of existing free flowing streams. The classification system and the recommended



guidelines specified below are designed to be consistent with and complementary to both the basic intent and structure of the legislation passed by the legislature in 1972 creating a wild, scenic and recreational rivers system on both state and private lands.



Definitions

A wild river is a river or section of river that is free of diversions and impoundments, inaccessible to the



general public except by water, foot or horse trail, and with a river area primitive in nature and free of any man-made development except foot bridges.



A scenic river is a river or section of river that is free of diversions or impoundments except for log dams, with limited road access and with a river area largely primitive and undeveloped, or that is partially or predominantly used for agriculture, forest management and other dis- persed human activities that do not substantially interfere with public use and enjoyment of the river and its shore.



A recreational river is a river or section of river that is readily accessible by road or railroad, that may have development in the river area and that may have undergone some diversion or impoundment in the past.





Guidelines for Management and Use

Basic guidelines



1. No river or river area will be managed or used in a way that would be less restrictive in nature than the statutory requirements of the Wild, Scenic and Recreational Rivers Act, Article l5, title 27 of the Environmental Conservation Law, or than the guidelines for the management and use of the land classification within which the river area lies, but the river or river area may be administered in a more restrictive manner.

2. 
Rivers will be kept free of pollution and the water quality thereof kept sufficiently high to meet other management guidelines contained in this section.



3. No dam or other structure impeding the natural flow of a river will be constructed on a wild, scenic or recreational river, except for stream improvement structures for fisheries management purposes which are permissible on recreational and scenic rivers only.



4. The precise boundaries of the river area will be determined by the Department of Environmental Conservation, will be specified in the individual unit management plans for the river area or the unit of state land through which the river flows, and will normally be one-half mile from the mean high water mark of the river, but in any case will not be less than one-quarter mile.







Wild rivers



1. Wild rivers and their river areas will be managed in accordance with the guidelines for wilderness areas except that no new, reconstructed or relocated structures or improvements will be permitted other than: foot and horse trails, foot trail bridges constructed of natural materials, primi- tive tent sites with fire rings, and pit pri- vies. Existing lean-tos in wild river areas may be maintained for the balance of their useful lives. Such lean-tos will not be reconstructed or replaced and will ultimately be phased out in favor of primitive tent sites as specified in individual unit management plans.



2. Such structures and improvements, other than foot and horse trails and foot trail bridges, will be located so as to be completely screened by vegetation or topography from view






sites;




--	fishing and waterway access



--	foot and horse trails and foot



from the river itself.



3. The wild character of the river and its immediate shoreline will be preserved and enhanced.



4. Motorboat usage of wild rivers will be prohibited.



Scenic rivers



1. Scenic rivers and their river areas will be managed in accordance with the guidelines for the management of wild forest areas (except where such rivers flow through wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, where the more restrictive guidelines of the particular area will apply) and with the following additional guidelines.



2. Access points to the river shore or crossings of the river by roads, fire truck trails or other trails open to motor vehicle use by the public or administrative personnel will normally be located at least two miles apart.



3. Other motor vehicle roads or trails in the river area will not be encouraged and, where permitted, will normally be kept at least 500 feet from the river shore and will be screened by vegetation or topography from view from the river itself.



4. The natural character of the river and its immediate shoreline will be preserved.



5. The following structures and improvements may be located so as to be visible from the river itself:


and horse trail bridges crossing the river; and,



--	motor vehicle bridges crossing the river.



6. All other new, reconstructed or relocated conforming structures and improvements (other than individual lean-tos, primitive tent sites and pit privies which are governed by the regular guidelines of the master plan) will be located a minimum of 250 feet from the mean high water mark of the river and will in all cases be reasonably screened by vegetation or topography from view from the river itself.



7. Motorboat usage of scenic rivers will not normally be permitted but may be allowed by the Department of Environmental Conservation, where such use is already established, is consistent with the character of the river and river area, and will not result in any undue adverse impacts upon the natural resource quality of the area.



Recreational rivers



1. Recreational rivers and their river areas will be administered in accordance with the guidelines for management of wild forest areas (except where such rivers flow through wilderness, primitive or canoe areas, where the more restrictive guidelines of the particular area will apply) and with the following additional guidelines:



2. Where a recreational river flows through an intensive use area, structures, improvements and uses



permitted in intensive use areas will be permitted, provided the scale and intensity of these intensive uses do not adversely affect the recreational character of the river and the river area.



3. The natural character of the river and its immediate shoreline will be preserved and enhanced.



4. The following structures and improvements may be located so as to be visible from the river itself:



-- fishing and waterway access sites;

--	docks;

--	foot and horse trails and foot and horse trail bridges crossing the river;

--	snowmobile trails, roads, and truck trails; and,







--motor vehicle bridges crossing the river.



5. All other new, reconstructed or relocated conforming structures and improvements (other than individual lean-tos and primitive tent sites which are governed by the regular guidelines of the master plan) will be located a minimum of 150 feet from the mean high water mark of the river and will in all cases be reasonably screened by vegetation or topography from view from the river itself.



6. Motorboat use of recreational rivers may be permitted, as determined by the Department of Environmental Conservation.


Designation of Wild, Scenic and Recreational Rivers

The application of the above defini- tions and criteria to rivers on state lands in the Park results in the current designation under this master plan of

155.1 miles of wild rivers, 511.3 miles of scenic rivers, and 539.5 miles of recreational rivers. A significant amount of private lands not covered by this master plan are included in these mileage figures. A brief description of these rivers and their classification is set forth in Chapter III.



TRAVEL CORRIDORS

Definition



Those lands within the Adirondack Park constituting either a highway corridor or a railroad corridor and those state lands immediately adjacent to and visible from these corridors.

A highway corridor is the roadway, roadbed, surface, and lands owned in fee, easement or by right- of-way for the maintenance and use of state or interstate highways.



A railroad corridor is the fee, easement, or right-of-way lands that include the Remsen-Lake Placid railbed or any future acquisition that may be considered for classification as a travel corridor, existing (1) for the operation of rail cars, and/or (2) to serve as a rail trail.



This category is unique in that the beds of these travel corridors are hardened and the natural topography has been significantly altered. In contrast to the majority of classification



categories set forth in this master plan, these travel corridors were designed for and can withstand a higher degree of public use.



This category, much like the state administrative category, is also unusual in that several state agencies may be involved in its administration. For instance, the Department of Transportation has obvious jurisdiction relating to highway construction, design, maintenance and accessory facilities, and is also responsible for the design, construction, maintenance, management and operation of railroad and accessory facilities within railroad corridors. The Department of Environmental Conservation is involved in the construction and maintenance of many signs, campgrounds, picnic areas, trailheads and similar facilities adjacent to the travel corridor, as well as management, construction and maintenance of rail trails within those railroad corridors, or portions thereof. In addition, the Education Department is responsible for some interpretive signing; the State Police maintain various buildings in these highway corridors; and there are also institutional facilities maintained by the Office for Persons with Developmental Disabilities and the Department of Corrections.

Careful planning and coordination among all interested agencies is essential to provide distinction to the travel corridors of the Adirondack Park.



The importance of the major travel corridors and the principal segments of the local highway network to the integrity of the Park cannot be

over-emphasized. The lands adjacent to these highways are the most visible to the traveling public and frequently determine the image and entire atmosphere of the Park for many


visitors. In addition, due to the heavily forested character of the Park, scenic vistas from these travel corridors are relatively rare and their protection and enhancement are important.



Considerable portions of travel corridors run through private lands within the Park. While this plan is concerned with state lands, it is important for the state to set an example for the private sector in creating a

park-like atmosphere through appropriate construction and signing standards, while protecting the natural resources of the Park.



In many instances, the design and construction of major highways and the treatment of their immediate environs by state agencies has been enlightened.

Obvious examples are the Adirondack Northway, which won two national awards as America's Most Scenic Highway, the reconstruction of Route 10 from Arietta to Route 8 in Hamilton County, the rebuilding of Routes 30 and 28 between Indian Lake and Blue Mountain Lake, the rebuilding of Route 30 between Blue Mountain Lake and South Pond and the rebuilding of Route 73 between Keene and the Adirondack Loj Road. However, there are many areas where more attention to the Park's unique atmosphere is essential. The following guidelines are intended to achieve this objective.



On lands established as travel corridors that originally served as operating railroads, recreational uses such as rail trails may exist alongside of, or in place of, traditional railroad transportation use. Jurisdiction over segments of a travel corridor where a railroad is intended to operate, including segments containing rails-with-trails, should be with the Department of



Transportation. Jurisdiction over segments of the travel corridor which are intended to be converted to a rail- trail should be with the Department of Environmental Conservation.

Guidelines for Management and Use

Nothing in this master plan regarding travel corridors shall supersede state and federal laws, rules or regulations. Compliance with all state and federal highway, transportation, and safety standards shall remain necessary regardless of the provisions herein.



Basic guidelines



1. The primary travel corridor guideline will be to achieve and maintain a park-like atmosphere on state lands within the travel corridor that complements the total Adirondack Park.



2. No new structures or improvements in any travel corridor will be constructed except in conformity with an adopted unit management plan for such area. This guideline will not prevent the ordinary maintenance, rehabilitation, relocation and/or reconstruction of conforming structures or improvements and is not intended to hinder compliance with any state or federal regulations.



3. Since the concentrations of visitors at certain travel corridor facilities may pose a threat of water pollution, the state should set an example for the private sector by installing modern sewage treatment systems with the objective of maintaining high water quality. Standards for the state should in no case be less than those for the private sector and in all cases any pit


privy, leach field or seepage pit will be at least 150 feet from the mean high-water mark of any lake, pond, river or stream.



4. State lands adjacent to and visible from the highway corridor and railroad corridor are a travel corridor overlay and shall be managed in compliance with the guidelines for the appropriate classification. In addition, no new structures or improvements within the travel corridor but outside of the right-of-way will be constructed except in conformity with a finally adopted unit management plan whether for the travel corridor or the underlying land classification. This guideline will not prevent ordinary maintenance or rehabilitation of conforming structures or improvements or the removal of non-- conforming uses.



5. The Department of Transportation should employ its influence over highways under the jurisdiction of various local governments to try and achieve similar objectives for the other highway corridors within the Park.





HIGHWAY CORRIDORS



Design and construction



1. Highway construction within the Park will concentrate on the improvement of the existing highway network to provide a modern system of two-lane highways with appropriate passing lanes, and significant acquisitions of new highway corridors will be avoided wherever feasible.



2. All road designs and standards will consider the need for compatibility with a park environment to



be of equal importance with speed between communities.



3. Additional four-lane, limited access highways will not be located within the park.



Signing policies



1. A comprehensive plan for all signing on state lands within travel corridors will be prepared by the Adirondack Park Agency jointly with the Department of Environmental Conservation, the Department of Transportation and other interested state agencies, with the objective of achieving uniformity and a high quality of design for all signs within these corridors.



This plan will include:



--	a comprehensive visitor information program designed to inform the traveling public of the availability of state and private services and facilities, which minimizes the need for the erection of additional signs along travel corridors and ensures compliance with the Agency's private sign standards;



--	wooden park entrance signs of the rustic style now used by the Department of Environmental Conserva- tion at all major entrances to the Park, with more modest signs of similar style at minor entrances;



--	particular consideration to modest landmark and vista signing, pointing out to the traveling public the many and varied natural resources and historic sites of the Park;



--	special design standards in the Park for all highway signs that do not relate directly to traffic safety; and




--	a plan for the removal of existing service station, food, lodging and campsite signs visible from the Northway that do not comply with the Agency's private sign standards, coupled with a plan to provide standardized means for directing the traveling public to these facilities that does not involve the erection of additional signs on the Northway itself and is consistent with the comprehensive visitor information program for the Park.



2. The elements of the plan referred to above will be incorporated in travel corridor unit management plans, prepared by the Department of Environmental Conservation or the Department of Transportation.

3. All state signs other than highway signs relating directly to traffic safety shall comply with the standards for private signs promulgated by the Agency pursuant to its statutory authority.



Scenic vistas



The Department of Transportation or the Department of Environmental Conservation should provide modest pull-offs with appropriate signing along the Park's travel corridors at important scenic vistas where traffic safety permits. The current inventory of forty such vistas, which may require further revision, is reflected on the map forming part of this master plan.



Trailheads



The Department of Environmental Conservation and the Department of Transportation should provide modest trailhead parking areas at or near the



beginning of important public trails. The size of the facility will be governed by the carrying capacity of the land use area involved and will be consistent with finally adopted unit management plans.



Trailheads should be located so as to have the minimum adverse effect on the surrounding environment and, wherever feasible, the parking area will be screened from view from the highway.



Trailhead construction or rehabilita- tion should be carefully considered in connection with highway rehabilitation and preservation projects.



Roadside aesthetics

1. All administrative and maintenance structures or storage areas of any state agency will be designed and constructed to harmonize with the character of the Park.



2. These structures or facilities will be located in developed areas of the Park wherever possible or they should be screened from the motoring public's view.



3. Sand, gravel and other borrow pits and stockpiling areas will not be located in travel corridors unless they are screened from public view from the highway. As these excavations are abandoned they will, wherever possible, be back-sloped and re-vegetated.



4. All future guiderail construction will be done in accordance with federal and state engineering and safety regulations and guidelines. Consistent with such guidelines and to the maximum extent practicable, all guiderail construction and installation will support Adirondack Park branding


and will use context sensitive design and materials.



5. Utility companies will be permitted and encouraged to bury their telephone and electric transmission and distribution lines in the highway corridor.



6. Vegetative cover will be maintained on all cut and fill slopes except in areas of rock outcroppings or where gabions or retaining walls are essential.



RAILROAD CORRIDORS

1. Public use of all-terrain vehicles and other motor vehicles, except snowmobiles, is prohibited. Existing private rights will not be affected by this prohibition. Other acceptable motorized uses may include, but are not limited to:





--	administrative personnel and utility companies where necessary to reach, maintain or construct permitted structures and improvements; and



--	appropriate law enforcement and general supervision of public use.



2. Pesticide use for vegetation management will be allowed, to be specified in a finally adopted unit management plan.



3. Tree cutting and other vegetation management practices aimed at protecting and preserving scenic vistas will be allowed, but must be done carefully and justified in an adopted unit management plan.



4. Primitive tent sites and lean- tos or any other type of overnight accommodation will not be sited on



state lands within 150 feet of the railroad corridor.



5. Additions to the travel corridor category should come from new acquisitions by the State of railroad corridors with existing tracks.



6. The removal or reinstallation of railroad track in a railroad corridor will be identified as a management objective in a unit management plan. A change in use of a railroad corridor from railroad operations to use as a rail trail, or from use of a rail trail to railroad operations, including the removal or reinstallation of railroad tracks or any other activities related thereto, shall only occur in conformity with an adopted unit management plan for the corridor.



Structures and Improvements



Rail and rail trail structures and improvements should be located, designed and managed so as to blend with the Adirondack environment and to have the minimum adverse impact on surrounding state lands and nearby private lands. Preferably, they will also feature design aspects typical of or reminiscent of railroad architecture and design. Rail trails may be constructed using non-natural materials. Signage should be minimal and not obtrusive and limited to state purposes.



The following structures and improvements are conforming:



-- Train depots and stations – original or as reconstructed on original sites;

--	Bathroom facilities, including pit privies, portable toilets, and larger bathroom buildings;


--	Parking areas, rest areas, trailheads, and trailhead registration and informational kiosks;

--	Road and railroad-crossing structures, lights, signals and signage important to or necessary for safety purposes, including tunnels and bridges;

-- Bridges, culverts and other drainage structures made of natural or non-natural materials;

--	Boardwalks, fencing or railings, observation decks and platforms designed to minimize adverse impacts on wetlands;

--	“Whistle stop” and other markers, including mileage markers;

--	Interpretative or historical kiosks within village limits, or in other locations along the corridor, when carefully reviewed for aesthetic and natural resource impacts;

--	Bicycle racks, electric- assisted bicycle racks, ski racks and other basic structures used for the purpose of temporarily storing or securing recreational equipment, made primarily from natural materials;

--	Picnic tables and benches;

and

--	Lighting designed to illuminate the corridor within an incorporated village and to maintain the dark skies of the Adirondack Park.

Railroad Corridors with rails

1. The railroad corridor will be managed for the operation of rail cars and other compatible modes of transportation and recreational uses, including snowmobile use.





2. The State should study the full potential value of the railroad travel corridor as an asset to the Park and its communities, especially with respect to tourism and the environmental benefits of modern rail lines and recreational uses. The State should manage the railroad corridor to maximize these benefits and protect the natural resources of the Park.



Trails may parallel the existing railroad tracks, subject to an approved unit management plan.

Railroad Corridors without rails

1. Bicycling, hiking, cross- country skiing and other non-motorized means of travel, as well as snowmobiling and riding electric- assisted bicycles are conforming uses.







2. The Department of Environmental Conservation will evaluate whether to preserve and/or restore historic railroad structures remaining in the railroad corridor in accordance with a historic preservation plan that is compliant with the State Historic Preservation Act and approved by the State Historic Preservation Office. This will enable the public to learn the history of the railroad and the importance of Adirondack railroads to the history and culture of the Park and the United States.



3. The Department of Environmental Conservation will seek to maximize the recreational and environmental benefits of any rail trail by providing year-round opportunities for a wide variety of outdoor recreational travel within the railroad corridor, as well


as the opportunity to commute between homes and workplaces. To minimize user conflicts, rail trails may feature multiple trails within the railroad corridor and alongside each other.

Designation of Travel Corridors

The application of the travel corridor classification results in the designation of approximately 1,220 miles of travel corridors, of which approximately 1,100 are highway corridors and 119 miles are railroad corridor.



In addition to the delineated highway corridors, the Department of Transportation has a considerable degree of influence over other highways under the jurisdiction of various local governments. This influence, coupled with the example of the state highway network, can have a very positive effect on the Park's appearance and atmosphere.

[bookmark: _TOC_250016]SPECIAL MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

The nine previously described classifications reflect the minimum management constraints for the lands affected. Certain parcels of land often require special management to reflect unusual resource or public use factors. Examples of these include:



--	special interest areas deserving of public attention, such as:



--	scenic areas, places of geologic interest providing information on the formation of the Adirondacks or unusual mineral deposits or rock formations, historic buildings, structures or sites not part of a designated historic



area, and particularly interesting natural areas;



--	nature preserves, such as habitats of rare, threatened or endangered species of plants or wildlife where protection to prevent overuse or destruction of a unique resource may be required; and,



--	lakes and ponds whose size, character, inaccessibility, or fishery resources require special protective measures.



Guidelines for Management and Use

1. In no instance will the management of any of these lands be less restrictive than that of the major land classification in which they lie, but more restrictive measures may be employed where desirable. Specific unit management plans should be developed for appropriate special management areas, either independently or as part of the unit management plan for the major land classification in which they lie.



2. Special interest areas will receive appropriate publicity and particular attention will be given to interpretive signing.



3. Where overuse or destruction of unique and fragile resources is a threat, special measures will be taken to protect their integrity, such as prohibiting motorized access to the area, where such access would otherwise be allowed, re-routing foot and horse trails, or discouraging overnight camping to reduce public pressures. Illustrative examples of certain areas requiring


special management are set forth in Chapter III.



III. [bookmark: _TOC_250015]AREA DESCRIPTIONS AND DELINEATIONS



[bookmark: _TOC_250014]WILDERNESS AREAS

BLUE RIDGE



This area is located in the Towns of Arietta, Lake Pleasant, Long Lake and Indian Lake in Hamilton County. The area is roughly bounded on the north by Route 28; on the east by Route 28/30 and private lands; on the south by Cedar River Road and private lands immediately north and west of Cedar River, Wakely Mountain Primitive Area and Moose River Plains Wild Forest; and on the west by the Lake Kora and Sagamore Lake properties and the Moose River Plains Wild Forest.



The area is dominated by Blue Ridge, a height of land ranging from 2,700 to 3,683 feet in elevation and running in a general east-west direction for a distance of more than six miles. On the lower north slopes of the ridge there are a number of attractive little trout ponds with foot trails leading to them from Route 28/30. The forest cover is a typical mix of hardwoods and softwoods, with the higher elevations predominantly covered with red spruce and balsam fir. Most of the old growth spruce and hemlock in the northwestern part of the area suffered heavy damage in the 1950 blow down, which affects the character of the area even to this day. Parts of the blowdown area were affected by subsequent, legislatively authorized, salvage logging. Also, a microburst in 1995 felled trees across the northern


third of the area. Nevertheless, large portions of the Wilderness exhibit the characteristics of old growth forest, having been largely untouched by windstorms and logging.



The Blue Ridge Wilderness is easily accessible along most of its perimeter. A portion of the Northville-Lake Placid foot trail runs north from Wakely Pond past Stephens Pond and Lake Durant. A major rerouting in 2009 moved six miles of trail from along Cedar River Road to a new trail along the southern boundary of the Wilderness. Campers from the Lake Durant public campground make use of the trails in the vicinity while the chief use of the foot trails in the Wilson Pond section appears to be by anglers, hunters and summer visitors to the community of Blue Mountain Lake. Most use near the south boundary of this area is concentrated along the Northville- Lake Placid trail and around Sprague Pond.



Great Camp Sagamore, a National Historic Landmark, stands on the west shore of Sagamore Lake at the western boundary of the Blue Ridge Wilderness. An area of the Wilderness around Sagamore Lake is included in the Historic Great Camps Special Management Area. The area was designated to recognize the historic connection between the Great Camps and the Forest Preserve.



Approximately 5.5 miles of jeep trails and 5.5 miles of snowmobile trails have been closed. A modest

stream-gauging station which was installed in 1978 at the confluence of the East Inlet and Lost Brooks on the former Sagamore property has been removed.



A Unit Management Plan was adopted for this area in 2006.



Blue Ridge area statistics:

State Lands	47,856 Acres Bodies of Water (38) 346 Acres Elevation

(minimum)	1,676 Feet

(maximum)	3,744 Feet Foot Trails		23 Miles

Lean-tos	3

Non-conforming Uses:

Blue Mountain Cemetery Access Road

FIVE PONDS

This area is located in the Towns of Fine, Clifton, Colton and Piercefield in St. Lawrence County, the Town of Webb in Herkimer County and the Town of Long Lake in Hamilton County. The lands of this unit are bounded on the north by Cranberry Lake, a portion of the Oswegatchie River, and the road from NYS Route 3 leading to Inlet and private lands; on the northeast by the Cranberry Lake Wild Forest and the southern edge of Otter Brook Road; on the southeast by the 2.4 mile road from the Otter Brook Road to the Lows Upper Dam and the 2.2 mile road from the road to the Lows Upper Dam (providing deeded access to a large inholding on the north shore of Lows Lake owned by the Boy Scouts and private lands) and south across Lows Lake to easement lands near Long Pond and down to and including Bog Lake and Clear Pond; on the south by private lands in the vicinity of Gull Lake, and the Stillwater Reservoir; on the southwest by the Pepperbox Wilderness; and on the west by Watson’s East Triangle and Aldrich Pond Wild Forests. In the vicinity of Young's Road in Star Lake the Wild


Forest and Wilderness boundary is the Tamarack Creek snowmobile trail and the South Access Trail from Youngs Road. Land south and east of this boundary will be classified Wilderness upon acquisition of inholdings.



In 1975, the Oswegatchie River was classified as a wild river by the Wild, Scenic and Recreational Rivers Act, and in 1977 was closed to motorboat use.

The fire truck trail that once served High Falls from Wanakena was closed in 1976. Within the former Oswegatchie Primitive Area, approximately 7.2 miles of snowmobile trails were closed and two tent platforms were removed. These actions made the reclassification of the Oswegatchie Primitive Area possible, adding 16,920 acres to the Five Ponds Area.



The Broadhead Gore was acquired by the State in 1976. Prior to that, this parcel was considered State land from about 1890 to 1947 when the State lost it in a lawsuit brought by the late Augustus Low. The Gore, which contained original growth timber, was logged soon after the lawsuit and was then sold to the Onondaga Council of the Boy Scouts of America. Although the Gore was only about 300 acres in size, it extended from Mud Pond westward a distance of about eight miles, coming to a point in the Wilderness. This acquisition offers significant additional protection to the Five Ponds Wilderness.



In 1979 the State purchased 15,850 acres in the Towns of Webb and Long Lake, 8,635 acres of which became part of this Wilderness. The remainder of the tract lies on the opposite side of the railroad and the road leading to Partlow Lake which became the Lake Lila Primitive Area. In 2000, approximately 1,340 acres of the Lake Lila Primitive



Area lying westerly of the railroad were added to the Five Ponds Wilderness Area. The State accepted the gift of a conservation easement over 6,646 acres of land surrounding Nehasane Lake, as well as fee interest subject to a 50-year estate over 3,664 acres in the vicinity of Gull Lake. This latter parcel is due to become part of the Five Ponds Wilderness in 2029.



In 1982 the State purchased 6,676 acres of land in the Town of Webb, seller’s retained timber cutting rights were extinguished in 1990. This land was classified as Primitive and named Wilderness Lakes. Upon expiration of the timber rights, the Primitive Area was merged into the Five Ponds Wilderness. A private inholding remains and the ROW associated with the private road is a Primitive Area.



In 2000, approximately 13,220 acres of land acquired in Watson’s East Triangle and land classified Wild Forest as part of the Aldrich Pond Wild Forest were reclassified Wilderness and added to the Five Ponds Wilderness. This area contains the Middle Branch of the Oswegatchie River, Brindle Pond, Grassy Pond and Upper South Pond.

The area also contains an inholding on the north shore of Bear Pond, which, if acquired, should be added to this unit.



In 2005, 1,100 acres of land acquired in the vicinity of Bog Lake and Clear Pond were classified Wilderness and added to the Five Ponds Wilderness providing a more direct Wilderness canoe route to Lows Lake from the Remsen to Lake Placid Travel Corridor and the waters of Lake Lila in the William C. Whitney Wilderness.


The terrain is low, rolling and interspersed with many small ponds. Wetlands and small brooks are numerous. The forest cover varies from hardwoods in the sections that were heavily logged and burned more than forty years ago to virgin pine and spruce stands.



This is one of the few locations in the northeastern United States where stands of virgin timber can be found. Early logging efforts avoided the area because it was found to be impractical to haul huge logs by horse and oxen out to the landing on Wolf Creek. The old growth pine and red spruce stand on the esker between Big Five, Little Five and Big Shallow, Little Shallow and Washbowl ponds is an example of this virgin timber. The pure pine stand at Pine Ridge along the Oswegatchie is another well-known spot where examples of original growth timber may be seen. However, portions of the Pine Ridge stand were completely blown down in the 1950 hurricane and, pursuant to legislation, the timber was salvaged by a logging contractor.

Additional pines on Pine Ridge and the esker through the Five Ponds were blown down in the 1995 Derecho.



In addition to these spots, other points of interest to the hiker, camper and angler are: High Falls on the Oswegatchie River; Alder Bed Flow on the Middle Branch of the Oswegatchie River; Cat Mountain; "The Plains," which are very similar in soil and cover type to that of the Moose River Plains; and numerous, clear, spring-fed ponds, most of which support brook trout. The Oswegatchie River was long considered the top brook trout stream in the State,



with catches of three to four pound brook trout common during the summer months. This distinction was lost when perch were, apparently, introduced accidentally into Cranberry Lake in 1945. Despite the adverse impacts to the brook trout population, the area is popular with hunters and anglers who frequent the interior ponds.



The Oswegatchie is a fine canoeing stream and is commonly used as such to reach interior wilderness points of interest. The river has received increasing use in recent years and care must be taken that such use does not result in resource degradation. The existing lean-tos on the river will be phased out and ultimately replaced by primitive tent sites.



The Five Ponds area is accessible to the public from the north and also from the south if one has a boat or canoe. The area can also be reached from the southwest via the Raven Lake Road and from the east, by boat via the Bog River/ Low's Lake tract. The western boundary in Herkimer County is accessible from the Bear Pond Road in the Watson’s East Triangle Wild Forest.



The Mt. Electra observation tower was removed in September 1989, bringing this area into compliance with Wilderness standards



In 2009, portions of the lands belonging to the former Lows Lake Primitive Area were reclassified to Wilderness and added to the Five Ponds Wilderness. In light of the Wilderness and Primitive classifications of the land surrounding Lows Lake and Bog River, DEC will manage the waters as Wilderness, precluding both public and administrative use of motor vehicles, motorboats and aircraft to the


extent prohibited by the Wilderness classification. Public float plane use will be eliminated December 31, 2011.



A Unit Management Plan was adopted for this area in1994.



Five Ponds area statistics:



State Lands	124,710 Acres Private Inholdings (7)		13,092 Acres

Bodies of Water (263)	3,460 Acres Elevation

(minimum)	1,386 Feet

(maximum)	2,489 Feet Foot Trails		68 Miles

Lean-tos	14

Non-conforming Uses:

Gravel Pit	1

GIANT MOUNTAIN

This area lies in Essex County, in the Towns of Elizabethtown and Keene, and is roughly bounded by Route 9N on the north; by Route 73 on the west and south; and Route 9 on the east.

During 1903, one of the major forest fires of the Adirondacks swept over the greater part of this area, burning the top- soil down to bare rock and leaving the two dominant mountains of this area, Giant and Rocky Peak Ridge, practically bald. A few pockets on the lower slopes escaped the intense burn and are easily distinguishable as they now contain old growth white pine and hemlock stands with some mixed hardwoods.

The topography of the area is steep and rocky with a considerable number of vertical or near vertical cliffs. A number of landslides have occurred on the west side of Giant Mountain, exposing bare rock. Numerous small brooks cascade down from the upper slopes.



The tops of the higher mountains are still bare rock but aspen, white birch, balsam and spruce are slowly filling in the upper slopes.



From the eastern boundary of Route 9, a few miles south of Elizabethtown, to the top of Giant Mountain, the elevation changes about 4,000 feet in a horizontal distance of approximately six (6) miles. This represents the greatest differential in elevation per horizontal mile of any Wilderness area in the Park.



Because of the great difference in temperatures and soil conditions between these two elevations, the forest cover type ranges from stunted spruce, balsam and white birch near the mountain tops, to excellent quality oak, maple, basswood and white ash at the lower elevations. There are also some excellent stands of hemlock on the Keene Valley side near the AuSable River.



Two of the three small ponds are rather unique because of their location and attractiveness. Giant's Washbowl lies in a small depression near the 2,300 foot level on the lower south slope

of Giant Mountain and has a surface area of slightly over five acres. A lovely little tarn near the summit of Rocky Peak Ridge, known as Lake Marie Louise, is reminiscent of the subalpine lakes of the western United States. The sharp col between Giant Mountain and Rocky Peak Ridge, referred to as Gusty Gap, is another attractive feature of the area.



Many small brooks cascade down from the upper slopes. One in particular, Roaring Brook, has a scenic waterfall and can be seen from Route 73, about one mile north of Chapel Pond. A


number of similar brooks in the area provide scenic spots as well as trout fishing pools.



The primary users of the area are hikers who frequent it during all seasons of the year to enjoy the excellent views from numerous vantage points on the tops and sides of the mountains.

Hunters also make considerable use of the area.



Access to the State lands around the perimeter is excellent, with trailheads available on each of the four sides.



A 2002 addition to the area in the Town of Keene created a 1.25 acre inholding with an access road.

A Unit Management Plan was adopted for this area in 2004.



Giant Mountain area statistics:



State Lands	23,688 Acres Bodies of Water (2)		7 Acres

Inholdings (1)	1.25 Acres Elevation

(minimum)	580 Feet

(maximum)	4,627 Feet Foot Trails		33 Miles

Lean-tos	1

Non-conforming Uses:

Road (private)	0.23 Miles





HA-DE-RON-DAH



This area is located in the Town of Webb, Herkimer County, and the Town of Greig, Lewis County.



It is bounded on the north by private lands in the vicinity of North Pond, Hitchcock Pond, Moose Pond and the



headwaters of the Independence River; on the east by private lands along the Remsen to Lake Placid Railroad

right-of-way; on the south by private lands along Route 28 and by the wood road leading to the Copper Lake property; and on the west by Pine Creek and a Department of Environmental Conservation maintained foot trail from Pine Creek to Pine Lake, East Pine Pond and Big Otter Lake. The present Wilderness boundary was established recognizing the well-established motorized access in the adjacent Independence River Wild Forest.



The terrain consists of low rolling hills with many beaver meadows and wetlands.

Although the area is forest covered, extensive forest fire damage in the southern half has resulted in much of it now being covered with brush, pin cherry, aspen and bracken fern.



In the northern half, a mix of relatively small diameter hardwood and softwood stands predominate. The exceptions are the scattered individual white pine trees just north of the former truck trail which remained following the last logging operations prior to the State acquiring this area in the early 1900's.

Some of these trees exceed 100 feet in height and are more than 40 inches in diameter. The probable reason they escaped logging operations was that the final cut was for hardwoods. The scattered pines represented insufficient revenue in relation to the logging costs to fell and haul them.



Public access from the north and south is nearly all blocked by private lands. The same is true for most of the eastern and western boundaries except


at the Big Otter Trail entrance near Thendara and the Big Otter Lake road in Independence River Wild Forest from the west.



The following non-conforming uses have been removed from this area: 6.5 miles of a truck trail, 2.3 miles of snowmobile trails, one fire tower, one observer cabin and 1.8 miles of telephone line. This area now fully complies with Wilderness standards.



A Unit Management Plan was adopted for this area in 1995.



Ha-De-Ron-Dah area statistics:

State Lands	24,892 Acres Bodies of Water (43) 405 Acres Elevation

(minimum)	1,437 Feet

(maximum)	2,353 Feet Foot Trails		35 Miles

Lean-tos	2

Non-conforming Uses:	None

HIGH PEAKS

This area is the Park’s largest Wilderness area and it is located in three counties and seven Towns: the Town of Harrietstown in Franklin County, the Towns of North Elba, Keene, North Hudson, Elizabethtown and Newcomb in Essex County and the Town of Long Lake in Hamilton County. It is roughly bounded on the north by Route 3, the Kelly Road, which runs from Oseetah Lake to Averyville Road, the Adirondack Loj property at Heart Lake, the Mount. Van Hoevenberg Intensive Use Area and Route 73 near the Cascade Lakes. The Adirondack Northway, Route 73, and private lands in the Towns of Keene and North



Hudson form the eastern boundary. The southern boundary is formed by State University of New York College of Environmental Science and Forestry’s Huntington Wildlife Forest, Vanderwhacker Mountain Wild Forest, Great Camp Santanoni Historic Area, and private lands in the Towns of Newcomb and North Hudson. Much of these private lands along the southern boundary are actively managed for forest products and are encumbered by conservation easements held by the State. This Wilderness is bounded on

the west by Long Lake and the Raquette River.

Topographic features vary dramatically. Extensive low-lying wetlands in the vicinity of Marcy Swamp and Boreas Ponds contrast with precipitous mountain crags, many exceeding 4,000 feet in elevation. The broad dome of Mount Marcy, the highest point in New York State, rises above a rugged collection of steep granitic peaks on all sides. Scoured bedrock slides on every aspect are the result of vegetation and soil swept away in catastrophic landslides.



Like the topography, the forest cover also varies. It ranges from young hardwoods, to mature, large diameter hardwood and softwood stands, to the spruce-fir of the subalpine region and the alpine meadows above timberline.



Forest fires near the turn of the 20th century were intense enough in some locations, such as the Cascade Range and the Dix range, to destroy both vegetation and topsoil, leaving bare rock. It will take many years for enough soil to develop to support a forest.

However, the greater part of this area is predominantly forested with mixed


hardwoods and softwoods. The higher elevations at and near most mountain tops have thick stands of stunted balsam with some spruce, white birch and yellow birch.



The tops of Mount Marcy and Algonquin Peak are above the timberline and a number of other mountain tops are at, or close to, timberline. The subalpine and alpine vegetation on the tops of these mountains has been of interest to many people, including students of botany, ecology and zoology, as well as recreationists willing to hike to the mountain tops for superb views of the High Peaks region and close observation of unique plant associations. Overuse threatens the continued existence of some of these associations. The Department has a long-standing partnership with The Nature Conservancy and the Adirondack Mountain Club which places stewards on a number of these alpine summits to educate hikers, interpret the alpine ecology, and monitor plant populations. This partnership has significantly improved conditions on a number of the high peaks.



Evidence of old road beds is found on the periphery of the unit and penetrating some of the river valleys. As they are reclaimed by natural forces, their presence continues to diminish.

Some of the old road beds are maintained as foot trails and horse trails. Trails located at higher elevations in the interior are typically steep, wet, and rugged. These are some of the most scenic and popular Wilderness foot trails in the Northeastern United States.

Outside of the most popular routes through the Great Range, the

Macintyre’s, and Mount Marcy, the



regularity of human encounters decreases significantly. Opportunities for solitude in a wild and remote landscape are available for those who seek it out.



Many crystal-clear streams cascade from the mountain slopes, providing numerous scenic waterfalls, deep pools and brook trout fishing opportunities.

Such streams as the North and South Forks of the Bouquet River, Opalescent River, Johns Brook, Klondike Brook, Marcy Brook, Cold River, Moose Creek and Cold Brook are photographers' favorites. Lake Tear of the Clouds, the source of the Hudson River, lies at about 4,300 feet above sea level on a flank of Mount Marcy.



Hikers and mountaineers probably outnumber all other user groups. Skiing and snowshoeing throughout the area had increased in popularity in the late 1960’s through the 1980’s, and is currently experiencing resurgence in popularity. Winter mountaineering and winter camping continue to be highly popular. Hunting in this rugged and remote area offers a unique challenge. Anglers who prize wild waters are enticed by protected, remote locations.



The most heavily used trails in the entire Adirondacks are those to Mount Marcy from Adirondack Loj via Marcy Dam or Lake Colden. The heavy public use near Marcy Dam, Lake Colden and in the John's Brook Valley threatens to destroy the wilderness character of these sections. Management recommendations adopted in the 1999 Unit Management Plan (UMP) have identified appropriate management actions to minimize or eliminate many of the threats to the resource. Subsequent to the adoption of the UMP for this unit


in 1999, the Department developed a comprehensive campsite plan for the busiest areas in the unit.



The ranger station at Marcy Dam will be phased out in accordance with the policy of achieving peripheral control. Due to the expected degree of use of the Lake Colden area, particularly in the winter months, Wilderness guidelines permit the indefinite retention of the Lake Colden station. The ranger station at Raquette Falls on the extreme western boundary of this Wilderness is considered a peripheral control facility as the Raquette River is open to motorboats. While the necessity to retain the Lake Colden and Raquette Falls ranger stations has been identified in the existing UMP for the area, their continued usefulness will be subject to periodic review.



An on-ground telephone line exists between The Garden Parking Lot and the Johns Brook Ranger Station to provide reliable communication. All other on and above ground telephone lines in the unit have been removed.

Adequate communication is now possible between other stations using the Departments’ VHF radio network or the existing private land cellular network. At such time as cellular coverage is available at the Johns Brook Ranger Station, the remaining lines will be removed from this area.



South Meadows Road is a town maintained public road which extends about a mile east into the Wilderness from Adirondak Loj road. This road should be closed to conform to Wilderness guidelines. The Department of Environmental Conservation has committed to work with the Town of



North Elba towards this closure. Closure of South Meadows Road will enhance the wilderness character of the South Meadows area, which is frequently used as an access point into the north and central portions of the Wilderness Area.



The level of public use in the most popular areas within the Wilderness has attained levels where trail erosion, soil compaction and generalized resource problems are readily apparent. Group camping in the Lake Colden/Flowed Lands area has already been restricted in peak periods by the Department of Environmental Conservation and this measure has been generally accepted by users. Measures to control or limit public use in particular areas were adopted in 1999 through the Unit Management Plan.



In 1978 and 1980, the State acquired 9,308 acres of land in fee from the Adirondack Mountain Reserve (AMR). Approximately 6,039 acres have become part of the High Peaks Wilderness, including the following summits: Haystack, Little Haystack, Basin, Saddleback, Sawtooth, Gothics, Armstrong, Upper Wolfjaw and Lower Wolfjaw mountains. Approximately 3,269 acres became part of the former Dix Mountain Wilderness (now High Peaks Wilderness) including the following summits: Noonmark, Bear Den, Dial, Colvin, and Pinnacle. The State received, by gift, a conservation easement on the remaining AMR lands, limiting future development while permitting public access across AMR property to reach adjacent State land.



A number of remaining interior private parcels (generally located in the John’s Brook Valley) could pose a threat to the surrounding State lands, if the owners or future owners decide to


establish any one of several

non-compatible land uses that might serve their particular interests.

Fee title or conservation easements should be acquired by the State on other key parcels of privately held land within or adjacent to this Wilderness as outlined in the New York State Open Space Conservation Plan.



The following non-conforming uses have been removed from the area: 19.3 miles of administrative roads, 35.1 miles of jeep trails, two fire towers, two observer cabins, two ranger cabins telephone lines, four tent platforms, two lean-to clusters, and ten lean-tos above 3,500 feet in elevation.



A minor change in the boundary of this area was made in 1979 recognizing a small segment of a public road near Walton Brook in the Town of Keene.

Also in 1979, two sub-lots adjacent to the Mt. Van Hoevenberg Recreation Area consisting of approximately 260 acres were reclassified from Wilderness to Intensive Use in recognition of an improved cross country ski trail that has been mechanically maintained in this area since 1966.



In 2009 New York State acquired 6,806 acres from the Open Space Conservancy, Inc. (OSC). These lands were classified as Wilderness and included in the High Peaks unit. Within this addition are 3 inholdings: one parcel contains a fire tower on the summit of Mt. Adams, the second contains remnants of two fire tower observer cabins, and the third is a shoreline parcel along Upper Preston Pond with a small log cabin. Each of these inholdings will be subject to a conservation easement held by the State of New York. The State holds a



purchase option for the Upper Preston Pond parcel. A fourth private parcel, which adjoins the Tahawas/Henderson Lake tract, includes the Masten House on Henderson Lake. DEC will manage the waters of Henderson Lake as Wilderness.



In 2016, New York State acquired from The Nature Conservancy (TNC) the 20,543 acre Boreas Ponds tract, the 6,060 acre MacIntyre East Tract, and the 7,368 acre MacIntyre West tract.

These lands were classified as a mixture of Wilderness, Wild Forest and Primitive. The location of the Boreas Ponds tract between the High Peaks and the former Dix Mountain Wilderness areas provided a unique opportunity to combine the Dix Mountain Wilderness Area with the High Peaks Wilderness area.



Public access to the perimeter of the area is generally good.



A Unit Management Plan was adopted for this area in 1999.



High Peaks area statistics:



State Lands	272,143 Acres Private Inholdings (10)		4,265 Acres

Bodies of Water	(198)	2,654 Acres Elevation

(minimum)	860 Feet

(maximum)	5,344 Feet Foot Trails		277 Miles

Horse Trails	48 Miles

Lean-tos	75

Impoundments	2

Non-conforming Uses:

Ranger Cabins*	2

(Marcy Dam and Lake Colden) Miles

Roads (public)	1 Mile


*Non-conforming uses whose removal cannot be scheduled by a fixed deadline.





HOFFMAN NOTCH



This area is located in the Towns of Schroon, North Hudson and Minerva in Essex County. It is bounded on the north by private lands lying south of the Blue Ridge Road and the Sand Pond Mountain tract donated to the State by Finch, Pruyn and Company for fish and wildlife management, silvicultural research and experimentation purposes; on the east by the Adirondack Northway and private lands immediately west of the Northway; on the south by private lands lying north of the Loch Muller Road; and on the west by the jeep road and trail that extends from Irishtown along Minerva Stream northward to the Blue Ridge Road near Cheney Pond.



The area is mountainous and rugged, dominated by three north-south ridges in excess of 3,000 feet: Blue Ridge, Texas Ridge and Washburn Ridge.



Sixteen bodies of water are located within the area. Cheney Pond, a former flow created for the purpose of driving logs down the Boreas River, lies adjacent to the area.



The forest cover ranges from second growth hardwoods saplings to nearly solid conifer stands of near ma- ture size at the higher elevations. On some of the better soil, exceptionally large diameter hardwoods occur.



Hoffman Mountain, which is the highest point in the area and a part of the Blue Ridge Range, was selected by Town of Schroon officials as a potential



ski area, but their proposal was defeated in the 1967 referendum. Subsequent studies by independent experts have revealed that the mountain is not suited for a major ski center.



Three fairly extensive Department of Environmental Conservation snowmobile trails, totaling 17.5 miles, were removed: one running north to south through Hoffman Notch; one running from Big Pond northward, then eastward; and another extending from Loch Muller northward by Baily Pond to Washburn Ridge. A 2.5-mile jeep trail was also removed, bringing this area fully into compliance with Wilderness standards.



Public access to the area is easily gained, and its present use comes chiefly from hunters and anglers.



A Unit Management Plan was adopted for this area in 2012.



Hoffman Notch area statistics:



State Lands	38,234 Acres Private Inholding (1)		3 Acres

Bodies of Water (30)	247 Acres Elevation

(minimum)	900 Feet

(maximum)	3,700 Feet Foot trails		15 Miles



Non-conforming Uses: None





HUDSON GORGE



This Wilderness Area is in the Towns of Newcomb and Minerva, Essex County, and the Town of Indian Lake, Hamilton County. It encompasses the wildest and most remote section of the Hudson River, as well as a spectacular white water gorge.


There are two foot trails within this area that have long been designated for public use by the Department. From the south, a trail leads from Route 28 to Whortleberry Pond, with short spur trails to Ross and Big Bad Luck Ponds. From the north, a trail begins on Northwoods Club Road and ends at Blue Ledge on the Hudson River. There are no public roads or other access routes to this section of the Hudson River. In the past relatively few people were successful in navigating the waters by canoe, boat or raft. These factors had served to retain this portion of the river and its immediate surroundings in a near wilderness condition. River access has significantly increased with the development of commercial rafting since the early 1980’s.



Although no established foot trails parallel this section of the Hudson River, the two above-mentioned trails, particularly the Blue Ledge Trail, receive considerable use. Unlike the majority of the Adirondack Park, much of the underlying bedrock in this area is calcareous, which is reflected by the species and natural communities that occupy these lands and waters. The river corridors along the Hudson and Cedar Rivers, along with limey cliffs and wetlands, feature a diversity of bryophytes and vascular plants that may be unmatched in the Park. In addition to its biological diversity, Blue Ledge provides dramatic cliffs enjoyed by those who run the river or hike to the river or ledges. Opportunities for good fishing are available along the river and at several interior ponds.



The distance between Newcomb and North River is the most dramatic white water trip in the Adirondacks, if not the State as a whole, and one of the most demanding and hazardous. Since



the early 1980’s, commercial white water rafting, utilizing a release from the Lake Abanakee dam which permits rafts to gain access via the Indian River, has increased dramatically on the lower portion of this route. This type of use has reached about the maximum level consistent with the carrying capacity of the resources of the river banks and wild character of the river and care should be taken not to exceed present use levels.



This area was originally classified as Primitive because of substantial private inholdings in the vicinities of the confluence of the Hudson and Indian Rivers, and Blue Ledge and the critical relationship of those lands to the river gorge. The area was upgraded to Wilderness in 2013 after most of the private lands – including their entire river frontage – were acquired.



The Department developed an Interim Access Plan for this area in June 2013.



This area does not yet have an adopted Unit Management Plan.



Hudson Gorge area statistics:



State Lands	22,906 Acres Bodies of Water (52) 419 Acres Foot Trails		7 Miles

Non-conforming Uses:   None





HURRICANE MOUNTAIN



This area is located in the Towns of Elizabethtown, Jay, Keene and Lewis, Essex County. It is predominantly steep, rocky ground with thin soils. Hurricane Mountain, 3,694 feet in elevation, dominates the area. On the north the area is separated from the Jay


Wilderness Area by the Jay Mountain Road, a rough road not plowed in the winter. Should the road ever be closed or abandoned, all or a major portion of this area could be consolidated with the Jay Wilderness.



Spectacular views of Giant Mountain and High Peaks regions to the south, as well as the Champlain Valley and the Green Mountains of Vermont to the east, are afforded the hiker who scales Hurricane. There are three trails to Hurricane Mountain, permitting access by all types of hikers. Hikers can also traverse the fairly open circuit trail from Big Crow Mountain across Weston Mountain, down to Lost Pond and back to the starting point while enjoying the panorama of the High Peaks to the southwest.



In 2010, 13,948 acres of the area were reclassified as Wilderness from Primitive when 0.5 acres of land associated with the Hurricane Mountain Fire Tower was reclassified to Historic.



A Unit Management Plan was adopted for this area in 2010.



Hurricane Mountain area statistics:



State Lands	14,222 Acres Bodies of Water (1)		4 Acres

Inholdings (2)	41 Acres Elevation

(minimum)	810 Feet

(maximum)	3,694 Feet Foot Trails		13.7 Miles Lean-tos			2

Non-conforming Uses:	None



JAY MOUNTAIN



This area lies within the Towns of Jay and Lewis in Essex County. It is bounded by the Jay Mountain Road on the south and private land boundaries elsewhere, except where the road west of Mt. Fay severs an appendage of State lands.



The high and precipitous mountains in this area are generally similar in character to the Hurricane Range and require careful management in order to avoid natural resource degradation. The vistas from Jay, Saddleback and Slip Mountains make the climb to the vantage points well worthwhile. The AuSable Valley can be seen as well as the Champlain Valley and the High Peaks.



The Jay Mountain Road, a seasonally maintained road, separates this area from the Hurricane Mountain Wilderness. A drive along this rough gravel road offers both attractive views of the upland region above Keene Valley and access to lovely stands of white birch on the lower slopes.



Although this area is below 10,000 acres in size and was originally classified as a Primitive Area, it is large enough to provide a sense of remoteness and to be maintained in an unimpaired condition and therefore was reclassified as Wilderness in 1985.

Should the Jay Mountain Road be closed, this area could be extended to encompass all, or a major portion, of the Hurricane Mountain Wilderness.



A Unit Management Plan was adopted for this area in 2010.


Jay Mountain area statistics:



State lands	7,896 Acres Elevation

(minimum)	1,420 Feet

(maximum)	3,600 Feet Foot Trails		3 Miles Non-conforming Uses: None





LITTLE MOOSE



This area lies in Hamilton County, in the Towns of Arietta, Morehouse and Lake Pleasant. To the north it is bounded by the Moose River Plains Intensive Use Camping Area (along the Limekiln Lake – Cedar River Road) and the South Branch of the Moose River; to the west by the Moose River Plains Wild Forest near the Otter Brook Road; and on the south and east by the Moose River Plains Wild Forest corridor along the routes of the former Otter Brook Truck Trail and former Wilson Ridge Road. The area does not include Little Moose Lake, its boundary looping around the lake and crossing its outlet just west of where the outlet – the South Branch of the Moose River – begins at the lake.



Comprised almost entirely of the slopes of Little Moose and Manbury Mountains, this Wilderness exists between the upper reaches of the South Branch of the Moose River and that river’s first major tributary, Otter Brook. Both these rivers are designated “Scenic” rivers. The terrain is predominantly steep and rugged, the only notable areas of exception being some wetland flats in the upper river area of the South Branch of the Moose River. Sly Pond, at an elevation of 2,872



feet above sea level, is more than 1,000 feet higher than nearby Beaver Lake or Icehouse Pond down in the Moose River Plains and is one of the highest water bodies in the Adirondacks. Nearly 800 feet upslope from Sly Pond is the 3,634- feet summit of Little Moose Mountain, the highest point in the area. Some restricted but rewarding views are afforded from a small ledge near the spruce-fir forested summit. The spruce- fir forest here, which also encompasses the higher elevations of nearby Manbury Mountain, is potential breeding habitat for the Bicknell’s thrush.



While the entire perimeter of the area is accessible via either the Forest Preserve road network of the Moose River Plains or the mountain bike trail of the Moose River Plains Wild Forest corridor, the South Branch of the Moose River on the north and west lacks foot bridges and can be challenging to cross, and no foot trails lead into the area from the corridor. Public use of this area is low and the opportunities for solitude very high.



This area does not yet have an adopted Unit Management Plan.



Little Moose area statistics:



State Lands	12,201 Acres Bodies of Water (9) 52 Acres Elevation

(minimum)	1,840 Feet

(maximum)	3,634 Feet Foot Trails		4.6 Miles

Horse Trails	3.3 Miles Non-conforming Uses:	None





MCKENZIE MOUNTAIN



This area is located in western Essex County in the Towns of St.


Armand, North Elba and Wilmington. In general, the Saranac River and Franklin Falls Reservoir border on the north; the Wilmington- Franklin Falls Road, the Whiteface Mountain Veterans’ Memorial Highway and the west branch of the AuSable River form the eastern boundary; the Saranac Lake-Lake Placid Road, Route 86 between Lake Placid and Ray Brook, forms the southern boundary; and the Saranac River forms the western boundary.



McKenzie Mountain, sometimes referred to as Saddleback, and Moose Mountain, sometimes called St. Armand Mountain, are the dominant topographical features of the area.



McKenzie Pond, from which the Village of Saranac Lake obtains its water supply, forms part of the boundary on the west side as does Moose Pond. However, few ponds are fully encompassed within the boundaries of this area. Bartlett Pond, lying at about 2,800 feet altitude on the southeast side of McKenzie Mountain, and Loch Bonnie which is at about 2,900 feet altitude on the southeast side of Moose Mountain, are completely within the Wilderness boundary.



The area is densely forested with softwoods. Spruce and balsam dominat- e the forests above the 2,500 feet and mixed hardwoods and softwoods dominate the lower elevations.



During the 1950 hurricane, heavy blow down occurred in a number of spots, chiefly in the saddle between Whiteface Mountain and Mount Alton to the west.



In the legislatively authorized timber salvage operation conducted after 1950, log roads were bulldozed along Lincoln



Brook from the north and at the head of Lake Placid from the south. Most of these log roads have now become overgrown with dense, second growth hardwoods.



Although the area is in close proximity to the Villages of Saranac Lake on the southwest and Lake Placid on the southeast, the interior has retained its wilderness atmosphere. This is due to the steep and rugged terrain which effectively prevented motor vehicle penetration prior to its Wilderness designation in 1972.



In the 1800’s, when logging was at its peak in the Adirondacks, a road was constructed from the vicinity of the Whiteface Toll Gate southwestward following the 2,400 foot contour for several miles along the side of Esther Mountain and Whiteface Mountain. The road was well built, with culverts and ditches, for horsedrawn sleds to transport logs to the head of Red Brook, where a small pool of water, known as Lake Stevens, formed the start of a log flume that ran approximately three miles to the Ausable River. Once at the river, the logs were floated down to the pulp mill in Ausable Forks. Although the old road is gradually being reclaimed by se- cond growth hardwoods, its location will likely remain in evidence for many years.



The attractiveness of the area is enhanced by the excellent views that may be obtained from the top of McKenzie Mountain and Moose Mountain. Also, there are numerous spring-fed brooks in the area. Lincoln Brook and French Brook, with their tributaries originating high on the northwest slopes of Esther Mountain


and Whiteface Mountain, are crystal clear trout streams with many scenic spots along their courses.



The Adirondack Mountain Club originally maintained a foot trail from the vicinity of Wolf Pond near Route 86 to the top of McKenzie Mountain. To avoid private land conflicts, the trail was relocated in 1984 and now begins at the pull-off east of the Saranac Lake Golf Course on Route 86.



Public access to the area is relatively good from all but the northern side. The area is used to a considerable extent by hikers to climb the mountains, by anglers to try their luck in the small brooks and by hunters chiefly during the big game season.



Approximately six miles of snowmobile trails have been closed and four tent platforms removed from this area. The former drive-in theater site adjacent to Route 86 was added to this Wilderness in 1979. After temporary use as a vehicle parking area and storage area for the 1980 Winter Olympics, this area was allowed to revegetate.



This area does not yet have an adopted Unit Management Plan.



McKenzie Mountain area statistics:



State Lands	37,214 Acres Private Inholdings (1)		184 Acres

Bodies of Water (17)	96 Acres Elevation

(minimum)	1,320 Feet

(maximum)	4,869 Feet Foot Trails		18.4 Miles Lean-tos			1

Non-conforming Uses:	None



PEPPERBOX



The Pepperbox Wilderness lies within the Town of Webb in Herkimer County and the Town of Watson, Lewis County. Stillwater Reservoir and the Beaver River form the southern boundary, while the north bank of the West Branch of the Oswegatchie River generally forms the northern boundary. The western boundary is primarily the county line, and the eastern boundary is the Raven Lake Road Primitive Area and the Five Ponds Wilderness Area.



In 2000, approximately 7,935 acres of lands classified Wild Forest were classified Wilderness and added to this unit. This area included the West Branch of the Oswegatchie River, Tied Lake, and Buck Pond. There are three inholdings within this area that, if ever acquired, should be included in this unit.



In 2006, the State acquired the gravel extraction rights in the Beaver River Primitive Area, thus eliminating the non-conforming use of that area. The Beaver River Primitive Area has been reclassified as Wilderness and added to the Pepperbox area.



The terrain is generally flat with a few small, rolling hills. Wetlands predominate along with spruce, fir and red maple. Alder thickets, marsh and beaver flows are also common. The drier sites are vegetated with northern hardwoods. The entire area appears to have been heavily burned over and logged in the past and is not particularly scenic by usual standards. It is, however, ideally suited for snowshoeing and cross country skiing.



Several ponds are found in the area.

They are generally of low productivity and some may even be sterile.




The area is classified as Wilderness because of its remoteness and its extensive wetland ecosystems. The flora and fauna associated with wetland ecosystems, such as found in the Pepperbox, exhibit great species diversity. Bird life and small mammals are especially abundant and the protection afforded Wilderness will ensure this areas significant biological importance.



The remnant of the deserted Beaver Lake Mountain fire tower has been removed and the rough road, 2.5 miles in length, has been closed. There is very little use of the area at present, except for some light hunting. Access is moderately difficult because of the distance from public roads and the lack of a trail system except for the trail to Jakes Pond in a portion of the area that was reclassified from Wild Forest to Wilderness in 2000. There is little or no demand for a trail system and this offers an opportunity to retain a portion of the Adirondack landscape in a state that even a purist might call Wilderness.



A Unit Management Plan was adopted for this area in 1985.



Pepperbox area statistics:



State Lands	23,813 Acres Bodies of Water (70)		617 Acres

Inholdings (3)	594 Acres





Elevation

(minimum)	1,360 Feet

(maximum)		2,168 Feet Foot Trails			2.0 Miles Non-conforming Uses:	Utility ROW



PHARAOH LAKE



The Pharaoh Lake Wilderness Area is located in the Towns of Schroon and Ticonderoga in Essex County and in the Towns of Horicon and Hague in Warren County. The area is bounded on the west by East Shore Road and private land; north by Route 74, the great lot line between Eagle and Pyramid Lakes and private land; east by Bald Ledge Primitive Area, Putnam Pond Public Campground and private land; and south by Route 8 and private land. Part of the Pharaoh Lake Wilderness Area lies within the Lake George Park.



Pharaoh Lake, an extremely attractive body of water, is one of the largest lakes in the Adirondack Park totally surrounded by forest preserve lands. Due to its configuration, it can provide a wilderness experience to relatively large numbers of people. In addition, the numerous crystal-clear ponds, vistas resulting from rock outcrops and severe fires, and intriguing geographic names such as Grizzle Ocean, Thunderbolt Mountain, Oxshoe Pond and Desolate Brook, make this one of the most appealing of all Adirondack areas.



Fires have burned over most of the region in the past. Coupled with the relative dryness of the area, there is a proliferation of conifers mixed with some white birch. The white pine-white birch mixture along the shores of several of the lakes and ponds adds immeasurably to their attractiveness. Stands of some of the best quality Adirondack hardwoods exist in the cove-like pockets of the unburned area in the northeast.



Pharaoh Mountain is the only mountain of significant size, although


the smaller hills have very steep sides and cliffs, presenting more of an impression of relief than actually exists.



This area was expanded in 1979 by the reclassification of the Crane Pond Primitive Area to Wilderness, with the exception of the right-of-way Crane Pond Road. The 3.5 miles snowmobile trail leading from Route 74 to the Crane Pond Road, was closed in 1975 by the Department of Environmental Conservation, making this reclassification possible. On December 4, 1989, Environmental Conservation Commissioner Jorling issued an order pursuant to Highway Law 212 closing Crane Pond Road. The closure order was subsequently upheld in State Supreme Court and the Appellate Division, Third Department. The Department and the Agency will work together with local government officials and others to resolve continuing public use issues in the Crane Pond Road corridor.



In 2007, the State acquired a 101 acre parcel along the eastern boundary of the area. This acquisition extinguished a right-of-way, enabling an adjacent parcel of 210 acres to be reclassified from Primitive Area to Wilderness, thus extinguishing the Hague Brook Primitive Area.



Because of the proximity to the Adirondack Northway and the population pressures of the Capital District, the thin soils left on the burned slopes, and the relatively small size of the Pharaoh Lake Wilderness, restrictive management is necessary to protect the resources in this area. In addition to peripheral control, called for in the guidelines, increasing levels of public use and associated resource impacts



indicate that limitations on public access will be required to protect the fragile character of the area in the future.



The following non-conforming uses have been removed from the area: 8.5 miles of jeep trails, 5.3 miles of snowmobile trails, a fire tower, an observer cabin and telephone lines.



A Unit Management Plan was adopted for this area in 1992.



Pharaoh Lake area statistics:



State Land	44,411 Acres Bodies of Water (97) 1,612 Acres Elevation

(minimum)	820 Feet

(maximum)	2,556 Feet Foot Trails		63 Miles

Horse Trails	14 Miles

Lean-tos	13

Impoundments	1

Non-conforming Uses:

Road (public)	1 Mile

PIGEON LAKE

This area lies in the Town of Webb, Herkimer County, and the Towns of Long Lake and Inlet in Hamilton County. It is bounded on the north by Stillwater Reservoir and large blocks of private land in the vicinity of Rose Pond, Shingle Shanty Pond and Upper Sister Lake; on the east by a private road from Brandreth Lake to North Point and Raquette Lake; on the south by private lands along the Uncas Road; and on the west by the Big Moose Road, private lands near Big Moose Lake, Thirsty Pond, Twitchell Lake, Razorback Pond, and the Remsen to Lake Placid Travel Corridor.


The terrain consists of low, rolling hills, with the exception of West Mountain near the eastern boundary. There are many brook trout ponds and streams and a considerable expanse of wetlands along the courses of Sucker Brook and Beaver Brook.



The forest cover is composed of mature or near-mature mixed softwoods and hardwoods, with some dense spruce-balsam near the summit of West Mountain and in the wetlands. Old growth white pine in the vicinity of Pigeon Lake and a few other places adds to the wilderness character.



The area is easily accessible to the public from the south, southeast and southwest, but to a lesser extent from the west and north because of posted private lands. The chief attractions for the public are the trout ponds, which entice anglers as well as campers who frequent scenic spots around Cascade Lake, Queer Lake, Constable Pond, Pigeon Lake and Gull Lake. It is also a popular area for hunters during the big game season.



The Department of Environmental Conservation maintains Brown Tract Pond Campground on the southeast perimeter. Motorboats are now banned from operating on the Brown Tract Ponds to provide a more compatible situation for canoes and other

non-motorized boats utilized by campers. This site makes a fine starting location for wilderness users.



Lands formerly owned by Anne LaBastille, renowned Adirondack author, long serving APA board member and steadfast advocate for the Forest Preserve were bequeathed to New York State in 2016 and added to this Wilderness area in 2018.



A Unit Management Plan was adopted for this area in 1992.



Pigeon Lake area statistics:

State Lands	49,257 Acres Bodies of Water (99) 1,668 Acres Elevation

(minimum)	1,686 Feet

(maximum)	2,928 Feet Foot Trails		42 Miles

Lean-tos	5

Horse trails	1.6 Miles Non-conforming Uses:

Powerline ROW	0.3 Miles





ROUND LAKE



The area is located in the Town of Long Lake, Hamilton County and in the Towns of Piercefield and Colton, St.

Lawrence County. It is bounded on the north by the Bog River; on the east by private lands; on the south by the Sabattis Road; and on the west by the privately-owned Loon Pond tract and the Remsen to Lake Placid Travel Corridor. Created in 2006, as the result of re- classifying a portion of the Horseshoe Lake Wild Forest and classifying the more recently acquired Round Lake tract, this area provides an important linkage between the William C. Whitney Wilderness and the Eastern Five Ponds Access Primitive Area to the north. This linkage serves to protect important ecological connections as well as primitive recreational opportunities for the public.



Portions of the Bog River and Round Lake Outlet classified as Scenic according to the Wild, Scenic and Recreational Rivers Act of 1975 flow through the area. Round Lake and a number of ponds with large, associated wetland complexes are important water


features, including Trout, Little Trout and High Ponds.



The terrain consists of low and rolling hills interlaced with streams and wetlands. Forest cover ranges from predominately moist beech-maple cover in the uplands to complexes of spruce-fir flats, evergreen wetlands and shrub swamps in the lower lying areas.



Round Lake is impounded by a man-made dam. The area around the lake has been logged since the 1800’s first as part of Whitney Park and later by International Paper Corporation. This lake formed part of the historic route for floating logs that traveled from Little Tupper Lake into Round Lake, then down the Round Lake Outlet and Bog River into Tupper Lake. A network of

logging roads and landings are evidence of the logging activities that occurred on the property prior to State acquisition.

The roads also provided access to hunting clubs that leased the property. The cabins built by the clubs have been removed from the property, along with storage facilities and the Sabattis Forest Ranger Station.



This same route now offers a challenging trip for advanced canoeists and kayakers. It features a run through the gorge cut by the Round Lake Outlet down to the Bog River, as well as a series of rapids and carries around rapids and falls on the Bog River below the Lower Dam. In addition to opportunities for boating, the waters of the area provide good fishing and primitive camping opportunities. Foot trails from the Lower Dam and Sabattis Road provide hiking access to Trout Pond. These trails were closed to snowmobile use after the area was reclassified from Wild Forest to Wilderness.



This area does not yet have an adopted Unit Management Plan.



Round Lake area statistics:

State Lands	10,310 Acres Bodies of Water (21) 1,126 Acres Elevation

(minimum)	1,575 Feet

(maximum)	2,277 Feet

Trails	2 Miles

Impoundments	1

Non-conforming uses:  None





SENTINEL RANGE

This area is located in the Towns of Wilmington, Jay, North Elba and Keene, Essex County. It is bounded by Route 86 on the north; Route 73 on the south; and private lands on the east and west.

The Sentinel Range and its slopes dominate the area and five small ponds are situated near the northern and northwestern boundaries.



Pitchoff Mountain and the lower mountains and ridges in the northern and eastern portions of the unit are characterized by bare rock outcropping that resulted from forest fires in the early 1900’s. The terrain is steep and rugged, with some vertical cliffs facing north and northeast.



The eastern slopes of the area have a hardwood forest that regenerated after the forest fires. There are mixed hardwood and softwood stands, primarily along brooks on the eastern slopes. The remainder of the area has a mixed hardwood-softwood cover with some small pockets of white pine between ledges near the northern boundary.


Forest cover restricts the views from the highest summits in the unit.

However, good views may be obtained from Pitchoff Mountain and some of the lower mountains on the periphery of the unit. Excellent views of Whiteface Mountain and the Wilmington Notch can be obtained from Copperas Pond.



Circa 1930, a ski trail was constructed from the west boundary to South Notch, and a lean-to was constructed at the terminus in the Notch. The ski trail formed a loop with the adjacent North Notch Ski Trail and was used for the 50 kilometer ski race in the 1932 Winter Olympics. The lean-to in the South Notch was built in 1931 for the Olympics. Both the South Notch and North Notch Trails were very popular ski trails up until World War II. These trails were retained primarily as hiking trails until the early 1990's when abandoned by the Department due to lack of use.

The lean-to in the South Notch was removed around this time as well.



The northern portion of this area around the ponds is used to a considerable extent by campers and anglers.



The major portion of the perimeter is readily accessible to the public from highways but has not been as susceptible to penetration as some of the less rugged State land because of its terrain.



In 1979, a very minor change in the eastern boundary of this area was made to more accurately reflect the location of a public road. In 1985, 1,120 acres were added to the area extending the eastern boundary, in part, to the East Branch of the AuSable River.



The jeep trail, 0.7 miles in length, has been closed and two tent platforms have been removed from this area. The Old Military Road, a Town road 3.5 miles in length, has been closed and the area now fully conforms to wilderness standards.



A Unit Management Plan was adopted for this area in January 2020.



Sentinel Range area statistics:



State Lands	23,989 Acres Bodies of Water (9)		114 Acres



Elevation

(minimum)	660 Feet

(maximum)	3,880 Feet Foot Trails		7.1 Miles Lean-tos			1

Non-Conforming Uses:	None





SIAMESE PONDS



The Siamese Ponds area is located in the Towns of Lake Pleasant, Wells and Indian Lake in Hamilton County and the Towns of Johnsburg and Thurman in Warren County. It is one of the largest Wilderness areas, extending about 23 miles from north to south and about 17 miles from east to west at its widest part.



It is roughly bounded by Route 28 on the north; by private land tracts near Thirteenth Lake, Gore Mountain and Bakers Mills and Route 8 on the east; by Route 8 on the south; and by Route 8, Speculator Tree Farm conservation easement lands and Indian Lake on the west.



The topography consists of relatively low rolling hills with a few mountain summits above the 3,000 foot


level, including Bullhead, Eleventh, Puffer and South Pond. In addition, the area contains a large number of beaver meadows and wetlands.



Most of the area was heavily logged nearly a century ago and some sections, particularly in the southeastern part, were burned over in forest fires. Much of the forest cover has been re-established and in some locations there are excellent quality stands of both hardwoods and softwoods. On most of the higher elevations, except those in severely burned spots, spruce and fir predominate, while mixed hardwoods and softwoods cover the remainder of the area.



This large block of State land is unbroken by public roads and has been generally protected from wheeled motor vehicle use. Old roads from logging days, most of which have been brushed in, are still evident.



This area has an approximately 33 square mile trail-less area in its southern region which provides users a unique opportunity to experience a remote experience.



The area is known for its lovely natural features. Some of the more popular attractions are: Thirteenth Lake, Chimney Mountain, Puffer Pond, Siamese Ponds, Auger Falls on the West Branch of the Sacandaga River, the East Branch of the Sagandaga River, and John Pond. Chimney Mountain has ice caves that usually retain snow and ice through the summer months and provide an interesting spot for visitors.



Some of the unique streams and water bodies in this area are tannic and tea-like in color as a result of



surrounding vegetative material, while others are crystal clear. Water bodies range from stagnant ponds and seasonal vernal ponds to swift-flowing waters such as County Line and Peaked Mountain Brooks.



Thirteenth Lake has a small sand beach at the northern end that makes a very desirable spot for picnics, bathing, boating and camping. Additional desirable camping spots can be found around this lake.



A portion of the eastern shoreline of Indian Lake, formerly classified as Inten- sive Use, has been reclassified and added to this Wilderness. A very minor change in the western boundary of this area was made in 1979, resulting in the creation of the Dug Mountain Primitive Area, a legal, private right-of-way separating it from the remainder of the Siamese Ponds Wilderness.



A Unit Management Plan was adopted for this area in 2005.



Siamese Ponds area statistics:



State Lands	112,901 Acres Private Inholdings (2)		141 Acres

Bodies of Water (99)	1,318 Acres Elevation

(minimum)	1,048 Feet

(maximum)	3,472 Feet Foot Trails		61 Miles

Lean-tos	5

Non-conforming Uses:	None

SILVER LAKE

This area is located in the Towns of Lake Pleasant, Benson, Hope, Wells and Arietta in Hamilton County. It is roughly bounded on the north by Route 8 and private lands near Piseco Lake,


Oxbow Lake, Hamilton Lake, Sand Lake and Lake Pleasant; on the east by Route 30; on the south generally by the Hamilton County line; and on the west by Route 10, the West Branch of the Sacandaga.



The terrain is relatively low with rolling hills and only four mountain summits that exceed 3,000 feet elevation. There is considerable acreage of coniferous wetland as well as some beaver meadows along the streams.



The forest cover is chiefly mixed hardwoods and softwoods with some nearly pure stands of large diameter hemlocks. Although the entire area was logged at some time in the past, much of the standing timber, both hardwoods and softwoods, is now at or near maturity. In the wetland area along streams as well as the higher elevations around the mountain tops, the forest cover is predominantly spruce and balsam.



The famous Northville-Lake Placid Trail runs from the southern edge of the area through its center in a northerly direction, crossing the northern boundary near Piseco Lake. This trail was established by the Adirondack Mountain Club in 1922, but was subsequently taken over by the Department of Environmental Conservation for marking and maintenance. Two steel suspension bridges are on this trail, one crosses the West Branch of the Sagandaga River and the second crosses the Hamilton Lake Stream Outlet.



Silver Lake is the principal attraction near the center of this area, chiefly for brook trout anglers. Mud Lake, Rock Lake and Canary Pond are also popular



trout fishing spots. Big Eddy on the West Branch of the Sacandaga River also attracts visitors to the area. Hunters frequent the area during the big game season.



The perimeter of the area is quite accessible to the public except for a few parcels of private, posted land. In 1979 Great Lot 121, consisting of approximately 200 acres, was re- classified from Wilderness to become the Cathead Mountain Primitive Area.



The following non-conforming uses have been removed from the area: 12 miles of jeep trails, 1.3 miles of snowmobile trails, one fire tower, two observer cabins and five miles of telephone lines.

A Unit Management Plan was adopted for this area in 2006.



Silver Lake area statistics:



State Lands	107,995 Acres Private Inholdings (5) 1,748 Acres

Bodies of Water (76)	725 Acres Elevation

(minimum)	807 Feet

(maximum)	3,250 Feet Foot Trails		21 Miles

Lean-tos	3

Non-conforming Uses: Suspension Bridges	2

Powerline ROW	0.2 Miles

WEST CANADA LAKE

This Wilderness is located in the Town of Ohio in Herkimer County and the Towns of Morehouse, Arietta, Lake Pleasant and Indian Lake in Hamilton County. It is bounded on the north by the Moose River Plains Wild Forest area and conservation easement lands in the


vicinity of Little Moose Lake, Squaw Brook, Snowy Mountain and Squaw Mountain; on the east by Route 30, Perkins Clearing conservation easement lands and the Northville-Lake Placid trail; on the south by lands of the Jessup River Wild Forest Area, private lands north of Route 8, the South Branch of West Canada Creek and an access road to private lands; and on the west by West Canada Creek and private lands east of Honnedaga Lake.



The terrain ranges from wetlands and rolling hills to steep mountains such as Snowy Mountain. Water drains from the area into three major watersheds: the Hudson, the Mohawk and the Black.



Among the area's chief attributes are its numerous ponds, lakes and streams, most of which support a brook trout population. Although there are many good trout fishing waters in this area, the ones that are most frequented by anglers are Big Rock Lake, Whitney Lake, Phillsbury Lake, Spruce Lake and Cedar Lake. The river area originating at the source of the Indian River to the South Branch of the Moose River is a designated Wild River under the New York State Wild, Scenic and Recreational Rivers Act. West Canada Creek and Cedar River are also designated rivers. The forest cover consists chiefly of mixed

hardwood-softwood species with large diameter trees of both types on the more fertile soils. There is also considerable acreage of spruce-balsam wetlands and beaver meadows.



Among the spots that attract hikers and campers, in addition to the previously mentioned lakes, are the Northville-Lake Placid Trail, West Canada Creek, Snowy Mountain and the eastern shore of Cedar River Flow.



Many campers from the three public campsites on Piseco Lake and the campsites at Lewey Lake, as well as those in the Moose River Plains Wild Forest, utilize the foot trails in the area to reach points of special interest. Since the Moose River tract was purchased by the State, there has been increased use of the foot trail from that area to Brook Trout Lake and vicinity by both hunters and anglers.



Enforcement problems, stemming from the remoteness of the area, have been encountered in attempts to prevent snowmobile and all-terrain vehicle penetration into the Wilderness area.

Physical barriers have been erected within the Moose River Plains Wild Forest Area at key locations to diminish this problem.

In 1979, a 700-acre tract of the Moose River Plains Wild Forest Area was reclassified to become part of this Wilderness. This tract lies to the west and south of Indian Lake. Also in 1979, the western boundary was modified due to the identification of a private

right-of-way adjacent to the West Canada Mountain Primitive Area.



In 1984, 14,458 acres were added to the Wilderness as a result of the Perkins Clearing land exchange. This land was previously classified as Primitive, Wild Forest and Resource Management. Five more lakes and the remainder of Whitney Lake were added to the Wilderness, as were one lean-to and 11 miles of trail.



In 1985, the former Fort Noble Mountain Primitive Area of 450 acres was reclassified to Wilderness as a result of the removal of the fire tower, observers cabin and phone line.


In 1994, 9,925 acres of land were reclassified from the Buell Brook Primitive Area to Wilderness and added to this area.



In 2010, approximately 2,398 acres of the Moose River Plains Wild Forest were reclassified and added to the Wilderness at the same time the Moose River Plains Intensive Use Area was created. These lands included Little Moose Lake and some significant low- elevation wetland complexes in the east and north that extends toward and include some of the shoreline of Cedar River Flow. Following the construction of a parking area, a 2.3 mile section of the Indian Lake Road will be closed allowing the public to drive approximately one half mile from Squaw Lake.



On October 1, 2019, the remaining 14 acres of the Buell Brook Primitive Area will become part of this Wilderness Area.



This area does not yet have an adopted Unit Management Plan.



West Canada Lake area statistics:



State Lands	172,025 Acres Private Inholdings (4) 2,027 Acres

Bodies of Water (223) 3,364 Acres Elevation

(minimum)	1,390 Feet

(maximum)	3,899 Feet Foot Trails		67.2 Miles

Lean-tos	16

Impoundments	1

Non-conforming Uses:	None

WILLIAM C. WHITNEY

This Wilderness Area is located in the Town of Long Lake, Hamilton County. It is bounded on the east by



County Route 10; on the south by lands of Whitney Industries; on the west by private lands; on the northwest by the Remsen to Lake Placid Travel Corridor; and on the north by other private land holdings. This Wilderness encompasses approximately 14,700 acres of land acquired from Whitney Industries in 1998, as well as the reclassified portions of the former Lake Lila Primitive Area lying south of the Remsen to Lake Placid Railroad Travel Corridor.



The terrain is comprised of lakes, ponds, wetlands, and low forested hills with a few modest mountains ranging as high as 2,297 foot Antediluvian Mountain. The centerpieces of this area are 2,300 acre Little Tupper Lake and 1,400 acre Lake Lila, respectively, the seventeenth and twenty-second largest water bodies in the Adirondack Park.

The area also includes twelve smaller water bodies, including Rock Pond, Bum Pond, Hardigan Pond, Doctors Pond, Antediluvian Pond, and Lily Pad Pond.

The area also includes a short section of the Beaver River, Rock Pond Outlet, Salmon Lake Outlet, Charley Pond Outlet, and numerous other small streams and flows. There are extensive wetland complexes within the area, particularly along the western end of Little Tupper Lake and the southeastern portions of Lake Lila.



The lands within the William C. Whitney Area are almost entirely forested, but the newly acquired lands have been significantly impacted by timber harvesting (prior to State acquisition) and both the former Whitney lands and the former Lake Lila Primitive Area lands have been heavily impacted by blow down. The area falls within an ecological transition zone between temperate deciduous forest and boreal


forest and is dominated by northern hardwoods, mixed woods, pine, and spruce flats.



The vast expanses of the area are important to larger species of mammals, most notably white-tailed deer, black bear, and moose. Other species of mammals known to inhabit the area include beaver, river otter, fisher, coyote, bobcat, pine marten, red fox, gray fox, and snowshoe hare.



According to the NYS Breeding Bird Atlas, the area abounds with bird life, listing 125 species of birds breeding within, or adjacent to, the area. Little Tupper Lake is the natal home to a genetically unique strain of brook trout that has proven itself to be superior in terms of longevity, survival, growth, and reproductive capability. The Little Tupper Lake strain of brook trout is present in Little Tupper Lake, Rock Pond, and Bum Pond. Unfortunately, the illegal introduction of bass has diminished the native brook trout population.



The property contains an extensive network of logging roads which provide prime cross-country ski trails. However, the primary access to the interior of this area is by water. The DEC’s Little Tupper Lake Headquarters provides direct access to Little Tupper Lake, whereas a 0.25 mile carry to a put-in provides canoe access to Lake Lila.

Although it would require a series of difficult carries, it is possible to undertake a point-to-point canoe route between Lake Lila and the Little Tupper Lake Headquarters via Lily Pad Pond, Little Salmon Lake, Hardigan Pond, Rock Pond, and Little Tupper Lake. In light of the Wilderness classification of the surrounding lands, DEC will manage



Little Tupper Lake as Wilderness, precluding both public and administrative use of motor vehicles, motorboats and aircraft to the extent prohibited by the Wilderness classification. All other water bodies are surrounded by lands classified as Wilderness and will be managed accordingly.



This area does not yet have an adopted Unit Management Plan.



William C. Whitney area statistics:



State Lands	16,041 Acres

Bodies of Water (16)	4,548 Acres Elevation

(minimum)	1,713 Feet

(maximum)	2,280 Feet

Foot Trails	17.4 Miles Horse Trails		4.2 Miles

Non-conforming Uses:

Steele Bridge	1







WILDERNESS STATISTICAL PARK WIDE TOTALS:



State Lands	1,186,865 Acres Private Inholdings (36)		22,096 Acres

Bodies of Water (1,363)	18,782 Acres Foot Trails		780 Miles

Horse Trails	71 Miles

Lean-tos	141

Impoundments	5

Non-conforming Uses: Ranger Cabins*	2

Roads (public)	2.73 Miles Steel Bridge		1

Suspension Bridge	2

Gravel Pit	1

Power Line	0.6 Miles


*Non-conforming uses whose removal cannot be scheduled by a fixed deadline.
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ALDER CREEK



This area lies in the Town of Webb, Herkimer County and consists of a right- of-way to an inholding of private land in the Pepperbox Wilderness. Should problems with motorized trespass on wilderness lands develop, this primitive corridor should be gated at the State land boundary and its use limited to private access. While the inholder has used this right-of-way as access, the legal status of this right-of-way is unclear. At such time as the inholding may be acquired, or at such time as the Department of Environmental Conservation determines that there is no legal right-of-way, this Primitive Area should be added to the Pepperbox Wilderness Area.



This area does not yet have an adopted Unit Management Plan.



Alder Creek area statistics:



State Lands	23 Acres Non-conforming Uses:

Roads (private)*	1.9 Miles





ALICE BROOK



This area is located in the Town of Fine and consists of a fifty-foot wide corridor, which includes a snowmobile trail that cuts across the top of the Five Ponds Wilderness Area between the Youngs Road in Star Lake and the Inlet Road adjacent to Wanakena on the former Sternberg and Post Henderson Roads. Efforts should be made to


relocate this important trail in the St. Lawrence County snowmobile trail system so that this area can become part of the Wilderness Area.



This area does not yet have an adopted Unit Management Plan.



Alice Brook area statistics:



State Lands	18 Acres Non-conforming Uses:

Snowmobile Trails

(public)*	3.5 Miles





AMPERSAND

This area consists of a small belt of forest preserve between Ampersand Brook up to and including ampersand Park Road in the Town of Harrietstown, Franklin County. It extends from the Ampersand Lake property westward to Stony Creek and northward to Stony Creek Ponds.



The road, used as access to a large private parcel, prevented this area from being classified as part of the High Peaks Wilderness. Should this parcel become State property at some future time, the road should be terminated at or west of Stony Creek and the Primitive Area together with the private inholding should then be added to the High Peaks Wilderness. Ampersand Brook is a picturesque white water stream once renowned for its excellent brook trout fishing.



A Unit Management Plan was adopted for this area in 1999.



Ampersand area statistics:



State Lands	405 Acres

Foot Trails	0.5 Miles Non-conforming Uses:

Roads (private)*	3.5 Miles Roads (public)*	0.8 Miles





BALD LEDGE



This area consists of an appendage on the eastern side of the Pharaoh Lake Wilderness in the Town of Ticonderoga, Essex County. A private road, used periodically during timber harvest on an adjacent private parcel, crosses this area. Once the road is no longer necessary this area can be added to the Pharaoh Lake Wilderness.



A Unit Management Plan was adopted for this area in 1992.



Bald Ledge area statistics:



State Lands	513 Acres Non-conforming Uses:

Roads (private)*	0.5 Miles





BARTLETT



This area is in the Towns of Jay, Wilmington and Keene in Essex County and consists of the right-of-way known as Bartlett Road. This seasonally maintained public road crosses the eastern portion of the Sentinel Range Wilderness Area. Should this road ever be closed or abandoned, this area should be added to the Sentinel Wilderness Area.



This area does not yet have an adopted Unit Management Plan.


Bartlett area statistics:



State Lands	8 Acres Non-conforming uses:

Roads (public)*	1.4 Miles





BEAR POND



This area lies in the Town of Webb, Herkimer County, and consists of two rights-of-way, to provide access to two inholdings deep within the Five Ponds and Pepperbox Wilderness Areas. The main fork of this Primitive Area, the Bear Pond Road, provides access to an inholding at Bear Pond and the westerly fork provides access to an inholding at Twin Ponds. To avoid problems of motorized trespass on wilderness lands, this primitive area has been gated to public access in the immediate vicinity of the turn-off to “Old Upper South Pond Road,” and access beyond this point is limited to private access only. Should the inholdings be acquired by the State, they should be added to the Five Ponds Wilderness and the Pepperbox Wilderness Area. The status of this primitive corridor and the Bear Pond Road should then be evaluated to determine if it should remain open to the public access as described above.



A Unit Management Plan was adopted for this area in 2010.



Bear Pond area statistics:



State Lands	19 Acres Non-conforming Uses:

Roads (private)*	4.2 Miles



BOREAS PONDS



This 11 acre area is located in the Town of North Hudson and includes lands surrounding the dam on the Boreas Ponds and a section of access road extending from the edge of the adjacent Wild Forest Area to the dam. Maintenance of the dam will require periodic use of motor vehicles and heavy equipment, which means that the existing road to the Boreas Ponds dam must also be maintained for administrative purposes related to dam inspection and repair.



Boreas Ponds area statistics:

State Lands:	11 acres

Dams:	1



BOQUET RIVER

This area is located in the Town of Elizabethtown in Essex County. It is bounded on the north and west by private land and on the south and east by State Route 9. A small section of the northwest and northeast boundaries abut the Giant Mountain Wilderness. A gated private road from Route 9 to the northern private property exists.



A Unit Management Plan was adopted for this area in 2004.



Boquet River Statistics:



State Lands	81 Acres Non-conforming Uses:

Roads (private)*	0.5 Miles





BUCK POND



This area lies in the Town of Fine, St. Lawrence County, and consists of a


private right-of-way following a very rough road. It provides access for all terrain vehicles to an inholding of private land at Buck Pond deep within the Five Ponds Wilderness Area. This primitive corridor and the private inholding are surrounded by the Five Ponds Wilderness Area and public access by motor vehicles or snowmobiles along this primitive corridor has created problems with all-terrain vehicles and snowmobile trespass on Wilderness lands beyond the Buck Pond inholding. The road has been gated and closed to public motor vehicle use by the Department of Environmental Con- servation and private access only is allowed beyond Youngs Road. Should this inholding be acquired by the State, which should be a matter of highest priority, this road should be terminated at the northwestern State land boundary. The right-of-way and the acquisition should then be included in the Five Ponds Wilderness Area, precluding future motorized access.



A Unit Management Plan was adopted for this area in 1994.



Buck Pond area statistics:



State Lands	47 Acres Non-conforming Uses:

Roads (public)*	0.6 Miles

Roads (private)*	7.3 Miles





BUELL BROOK



This area is in the Town of Indian Lake, Hamilton County north of Buell Mountain. The Finch Pruyn Company donated approximately 10,000 acres, creating the original Primitive Area. One small parcel in the center of the area, with its access road extending from the north, was exempted from the donation.



In 1994, 9,925 acres were reclassified as Wilderness, reconfiguring the area as an access corridor to the inholding.

When the state acquired the remaining access corridor and inholding on April 15, 2014, it took title subject to a reserved leasehold. One year following termination of the camp leases, no later than October 1, 2019, this area will automatically without further Agency action be reclassified as Wilderness and added to the West Canada Lake Wilderness.



This area does not yet have an adopted Unit Management Plan.

Buell Brook Statistics:

State Lands	15 Acres Non-conforming Uses:

Roads (private)	3.5 Miles



CATHEAD MOUNTAIN



This area consists of the Great Lot

(121) in the Town of Benson, Hamilton County, a telephone line for the state operated fire tower on Cathead Mountain, lying within an inholding. Should this inholding be acquired by the State, two options are available depending upon the need then for the Cathead Mountain fire tower: (i) either the fire tower and the telephone line could be removed and the whole area be added to the Silver Lake Wilderness Area, or, (ii) the fire tower and telephone line to the tower, if found to be necessary, could remain and the primitive area be enlarged to include an appropriate, small acreage surrounding the Cathead Mountain tower, until such time as the tower is no longer needed at which time the area should be added to the Silver Lake Wilderness.


A Unit Management Plan was adopted for this area in 2006.



Cathead Mountain area statistics:

State Lands	173 Acres Non-conforming Uses:

Telephone Line*	0.5 Miles





CHATIEMAC LAKE



This area is located in the Town of Johnsburg, Warren County, and consists of the right-of-way of Chatiemac Road, a Town road. The road provides access through the eastern edge of the Siamese Ponds Wilderness Area to a private inholding at Chatiemac Lake. Should this inholding ever be acquired, the road should be abandoned and made part of the Siamese Ponds Wilderness Area.



A Unit Management Plan was adopted for this area in 2005.



Chatiemac Lake area statistics:



State Lands	3 Acres Non-conforming Uses:

Roads (public)*	0.5 Miles





DEAD CREEK



The area is located in the Town of Piercefield, St. Lawrence County. It features a low-gradient section of Dead Creek that meanders through alder swamps to its confluence with the Raquette River near Sols Island.



Much of the area is comprised of a large, ecologically significant wetland complex containing a mix of conifer wetlands, conifer scrub and broadleaved



evergreen wetlands, and is considered an important representative example of the Adirondack low elevation boreal landscape. The area is classified as Primitive even though it is unlikely to attain Wilderness standards due to its size. It is considered important to manage the area under Primitive Area guidelines to ensure the protection of its high-quality, fragile wetland complexes in their natural states.



The area provides opportunities for canoeing in winding flat water with the occasional need to carry over a beaver dam.



This area does not yet have an adopted Unit Management Plan.

Dead Creek area statistics:

State Lands	1,182 Acres Private Inholdings (1) 10 Acres Non-conforming Uses:

Roads (private)*

Access Road 0.7 Mile Carriage Road  6.0 Miles





DEER RIVER



This area is a narrow, long river corridor located in the Towns of Duane and Santa Clara, Franklin County. It is bounded on the south by the Red Tavern Road (County Route 14) and private lands; the north by the Blue Line of the Adirondack Park; the northeast by Cole Road; and on the east and west by private lands. This river corridor is lined by low elevation boreal wetlands.



Outstanding opportunities for canoeing, kayaking, hunting and fishing exist in this undeveloped natural area, but it lacks the necessary acreage for


Wilderness classification. The portion of the Deer River flowing through this parcel is protected as a Scenic River under the Wild, Scenic and Recreational Rivers Act.



This area does not yet have an adopted Unit Management Plan.





Deer River area statistics:



State Lands	1,864 Acres Non-conforming Uses:

Steel bridge	1

Roads (private)*	0.5 Miles



DUG MOUNTAIN

This is a small appendage of State land adjacent to the Siamese Ponds Wilderness Area in the Village of Speculator, Hamilton County. It is bounded on the north, west and south by private lands. The private lands to the north constitute a virtual inholding within the Wilderness. This appendage is separated from the Wilderness by a private road approximately 600 feet in length leading to the private holdings in the north. In the event that the private lands ever are acquired by the State, the road should be closed, and this area together with the private inholdings reclassified to Wilderness.



A Unit Management Plan was adopted for this area in 2005.



Dug Mountain area statistics:



State Lands	51 Acres Non-conforming uses:

Roads (private)*	0.1 Miles



EASTERN FIVE PONDS ACCESS

This area is located in the Towns of Clifton, Colton and Piercefield in St.

Lawrence County and in the Town of Long Lake, Hamilton County. The area is comprised of six small, detached corridors providing access to inholdings on the eastern margin of the Five Ponds Wilderness Area. The area also includes two dams essential to preserving the Bog River-Lows Lake-Osewagatchie River Wilderness canoe route and important wetland complexes associated with the Bog River Flow.



The first area lies in the Towns of Piercefield and Colton, St. Lawrence County. It includes the Lows Upper and Lower Dams and the related access road to the Upper Dam. The area is classified as primitive because of the essentially permanent nature of certain major non-conforming uses which preclude Wilderness classification, including the two large dams and the related road access to the Upper Dam.



The two large dams are of a scale and character incompatible with a Wilderness designation. However, the dams are essential to preserving the canoe route and important wetland habitat and should be maintained for that purpose indefinitely. Maintenance of the dams will require periodic use of motor vehicles and heavy equipment, such as bulldozers and cranes, which means that the existing road to the Upper Dam must also be maintained for administrative purposes related to dam inspection and repair.

The road to the Upper Dam will be gated at the eastern edge of the Primitive Area. The owners of the large Boy Scouts of America inholding on the northern shore of Lows Lake have


deeded motorized access rights on this road. While such private motor vehicle access continues, administrative access by motor vehicles by the State will be permitted as may be necessary for appropriate administration of the State lands in the area. If this inholding is acquired by the State (which should be given highest priority) extinguishing the private access rights, administrative access by motor vehicles will be limited to dam inspection and repair.



The second detached area is a 2.2 mile road corridor located in the Town of Colton, St. Lawrence County. It provides deeded access to a large inholding owned by the Boy Scouts of America on the northern shore of Lows Lake. If this inholding is acquired by the State (which should be given highest priority), the road will be closed, and the intervening area classified as Wilderness. This Primitive Area will then become part of the Five Ponds Wilderness Area.



The third detached area is a corridor

1.6 miles in length located in the Town of Clifton, St. Lawrence County providing access, (the legal nature of which is unclear) to a five-acre inholding in an area known on the north shore of Lows Lake in the vicinity of the area known as “Parker Island”. This primitive corridor and the inholding are surrounded by the Five Ponds Wilderness Area. Should the inholding be acquired (which should be given the highest priority), or the access rights extinguished, the area will become part of the Five Ponds Wilderness Area.



The fourth detached area is located in the Town of Long Lake, Hamilton County and consists of a private right-of- way that follows a road passing between Bog Lake and Clear Pond across lands added to the Five Ponds Wilderness



Area in 2006. The road provides access to two large inholdings within the Five Ponds Wilderness. One parcel is owned in fee by the State with a term-use easement in place to expire in 2029 and the second is a privately-owned, working-forest tract that is encumbered by a conservation easement purchased by NY State. Should this second parcel become acquired by the State, the road should be terminated at the northeastern end of the primitive corridor and the Primitive Area, together with both inholdings, the area will become part of the Five Ponds Wilderness Area.



The fifth detached area is a corridor

1.7 miles in length providing deeded access to a large private inholding surrounding Lake Marian located in the Town of Colton, St. Lawrence County. Should the inholding be acquired by the State the area will become part of the Five Ponds Wilderness Area.



The sixth detached area is a corridor 0.7 miles in length providing deeded access to a large private inholding owned by the Sabattis Land Company on the south shore of Lows Lake. The Inholding is located in the Town of Colton, St. Lawrence County and is encumbered by a conservation easement purchased by NY State.

Should the inholding be acquired by the State it will become part of the Five Ponds Wilderness Area.



This area does not yet have an adopted Unit Management Plan.



Eastern Five Ponds Access area statistics:



State Lands	1,697 Acres Bodies of Water (2)		213 Acres


Non-conforming Uses: Private Roads*	9.7 Miles Dams*		2





ESSEX CHAIN LAKES

This area was classified in 2013 and is located in the Towns of Newcomb and Minerva in Essex County and the Town of Indian Lake in Hamilton County. The dominant feature of the landscape is the Essex Chain Lakes, a series of eight interconnected lakes. Together with nearby ponds, this tract has eleven lakes and ponds that are interconnected or within portaging distance of each other to provide a six- to seven-mile canoe route.

The northern boundary of the area generally follows the Boots-to-Cornell Road east from its beginning to a point

¼ mile from the west end of Fifth Lake, continuing east from there generally ¼ mile north of Fifth and Sixth Lakes to the Chain Lakes Road (North), then along it to Camp 6 Road. The eastern and southern boundary is the 1/10th- mile wide corridor of Wild Forest and lands pending classification, which follows the former Camp 6 Road south to the Chain Lakes Road (North) and along it before leaving the road and continuing west to the outlet of First Lake. The western boundary of the area follows the outlet of First Lake and an unnamed stream and drainages north to Little Grassy Pond and the boundary of private lands; from there it continues northeast to the beginning of the Boots-to-Cornell Road.

Significant wetlands surround many of the water bodies and are also found throughout the upland area. Both emergent marshes and deepwater marsh wetlands border the Essex Chain



Lakes. These wetlands provide nesting habitat, food and cover for wildlife, stabilize lake sediment and cycle large quantities of nutrients. Deepwater marsh wetlands provide valuable fish spawning and nursery habitat and are a food source for waterfowl and other wildlife.

Several emergent and deepwater wetland plants are found in the channels which connect the lakes, including two state protected species.



Rivers in the unit include portions of the Cedar and Rock Rivers. The Rock River is designated Scenic and the Cedar River is designated Wild from the southwest edge of the Primitive Area to the Essex County line, at which place its designation changes to Scenic.



There are permanent restrictions on the land that preclude Wilderness classification. Prior to transferring these lands to the State, The Nature Conservancy granted easements to the Towns of Minerva and Newcomb over portions of the Essex Chain Lakes Tract that will allow for, as permitted by DEC, float plane access to First and Pine Lakes. The easement also grants the Towns access to, and use of materials from, two gravel pits located on the periphery of the property in order to provide gravel to maintain roads, trails and other infrastructure in this Area that may be open for motorized use. These activities would be nonconforming in lands classified as Wilderness. Even across adjacent lands and waters, such as the Essex Chain Lakes other than First Lake, the activities of float plane use in such close proximity to the lakes would significantly detract from the sense of remoteness expected in Wilderness.


Upon resolution of legal and regulatory issues concerning potential recreational uses and resource impacts involving the crossing of the Cedar River with a snowmobile trail, the corridor of Wild Forest and lands pending classification between the Essex Chain Lakes Primitive Area and the Pine Lake Primitive Area will be classified Primitive and the two primitive areas will be merged into the Essex Chain Lakes Primitive Area. If these issues are not resolved so as to allow for such a trail crossing the Cedar River, the lands of the corridor pending classification will be classified as Wild Forest and these two primitive areas will remain as separate areas.



The Department developed an Interim Access Plan for this area in June 2013.



This area does not yet have an adopted Unit Management Plan.



Essex Chain Lakes area statistics:



State Lands	6,208 acres Bodies of Water (19) 600 acres Non-conforming Uses:

Camps

Roads (private) indeterminate mileage

Float Plane Access*

1 Lake (First Lake)





FIRST BROTHER



This area is located in the Town of Horicon, Warren County. It is bounded on the west by Palisades Road and by the north, east, and south by private lands. The northwestern corner of the area abuts the southern boundary of the Pharaoh Lake Wilderness.



A Unit Management Plan was adopted for this area in 1992.



First Brother area statistics:

State Lands	97 Acres Non-conforming Uses:		None





FORKS MOUNTAIN



This area is in the Town of Wells, Hamilton County. It includes the fifty-foot wide corridor of the snowmobile trail which cuts across the southern tip of the Siamese Ponds Wilderness between the Teachout Road on the East Branch of the Sacandaga and the State land boundary on the Sacandaga River.

Efforts should be made to relocate this important trail in the county snowmobile trail system so that this area can become part of the Wilderness Area.



A Unit Management Plan was adopted for this area in 2005.



Forks Mountain area statistics:



State Lands	16 Acres Non-conforming Uses:

Snowmobile Trail (public)*

2.5 Miles





GOOSENECK POND



This area includes a 100 foot wide corridor between the State land boundary and the outlet of Gooseneck Pond in the Town of Ticonderoga, Essex County. Gooseneck Pond is the Town's water supply. It includes the access road, the control valve and the retaining dike at the north end of the lake and is intended solely for the purpose of the Town maintaining the dike and control valve. If the Town


ceases to use Gooseneck Pond as a water supply, the road should be closed and the area added to the Pharaoh Lake Wilderness.



A Unit Management Plan was adopted for this area in 1992.

Gooseneck Pond area statistics: State Lands	0.4 Acre Non-conforming uses:

Roads (private)*	0.2 Miles





HOFFMAN NOTCH



This area is in the Town of Schroon, Essex County. The 2012 Unit Management Plan for the Hoffman Notch Wilderness identified deeded private water resources exist in the unit. The deeds provide for use of springs and spring houses. Additional rights include motor vehicle access and maintenance of water structures. This Primitive Area was created in the 2018 Classification Action in recognition of these rights. If these rights are extinguished, the area should be added to the Hoffman Notch Wilderness.



A Unit Management Plan for the Hoffman Notch Wilderness was adopted in 2012, prior to the creation of the Primitive Area.



Hoffman Notch area statistics:



State Lands	3.9 Acres Non-conforming Uses:

Spring Houses

Roads (private)	0.6 Miles



HURRICANE MOUNTAIN



This area consists of several corridors that cut through the Hurricane Mountain Wilderness in the Towns of Elizabethtown, Jay, Keene and Lewis, Essex County. These include: two Town roads that cross Forest Preserve, the



Jay Mountain Road and the O’Toole Road; two rights-of-way to inholdings near the Hurricane Road in Elizabethtown; and a right-of-way for a power line running through and over the western portion of the Wilderness Area. If any of these corridors are closed, abandoned or acquired by the State, they should be consolidated with the Hurricane Mountain Wilderness.



This area does not yet have an adopted Unit Management Plan.



Hurricane Mountain area statistics:



State Lands	11 Acres Non-conforming Uses:

Roads (private)*	0.6 Miles

Roads (public)*	2.4 Miles

Power Lines*	1.3 Miles





JOHNS BROOK



This area is in the Town of Keene in Essex County. It consists of the private right-of-way across State lands to several private parcels in the High Peaks Wilderness including Johns Brook Lodge of the Adirondack Mountain Club and associated cabins.

Should these holdings and/or the right-of-way ever be acquired by the

State, this area should be made part of the High Peaks Wilderness, the lodge and cabins removed, the road closed and the ranger cabin phased out.


A Unit Management Plan was adopted for this area in 1999.



Johns Brook area statistics:

State Lands	154 Acres





Non-conforming Uses:

Roads (private)*	1.1 Miles

Ranger Cabin*	1





MACINTYRE



This area is in the Town of Newcomb, Essex County. The State purchased these lands in 2014 and 2015. The area contains a 50-foot-wide, 1,935 foot long corridor known as Boulder Alley Road across the MacIntyre West parcel and a 50 foot wide, 454 foot long corridor known as the Donnelley’s Road across the MacIntyre East parcel. This Primitive Area was created in the 2018 Classification Action in order to recognize these rights. If these rights are extinguished, the area should be added to the High Peaks Wilderness.



This area does not yet have an adopted Unit Management Plan.



McIntyre area statistics:



State Lands	11 Acres Non-conforming Uses: Roads (private)	0.5 Miles





MADAWASKA FLOW – QUEBEC BROOK

The area is located in the Towns of Waverly and Santa Clara, Franklin County. It is bounded on west by the Blue Mountain Road and on the



northwest by the Benz Pond Road. The remaining boundaries abut private lands. Much of the private land is under State-held conservation easement as working forest. Important features include the 330-acre Madawaska wetland complex which provides habitat for rare boreal bird and plant species.

The area also provides important recreational opportunities for hunting, fishing, canoeing and kayaking, while offering visually dramatic openings such as large bogs and meandering rivers with little human development.



Several roads with deeded rights of access exist within the unit. The Madawaska Road and Conversations Corners Road, west of the former railroad bed, are used as a public snowmobile corridor. Future management decisions about this corridor should consider alternatives for achieving and maintaining a condition as close to wilderness as possible in this area. A 100-foot-wide, 3.2 mile long privately owned railroad bed running north to south bisects the unit. It is used by a private hunting club.



This area does not yet have an adopted Unit Management Plan.



Madawaska Flow – Quebec Brook area statistics:



State Lands	5,565 Acres Private Inholdings (1)		97 Acres

Bodies of Water (5)	57 Acres Non-conforming Uses:

Roads (private)*	3.0 Miles Madawaska Road		1 Mile Conversation Corners Road

2.9 Miles Snowmobile Trail (private)*

2.3 Miles


NEHASANE



This area lies in the Town of Long Lake, Hamilton County and consists of the private right-of-way providing access from the end of the Charley Pond Road to the private land holdings at Nehasane Lake. This road is approximately 4.5 miles in length with the first 0.2 miles open to public use of motor vehicles to provide access to the Lake Lila trailhead. The road is gated at this trailhead and access beyond is limited to private access to the inholdings.

Should, at some point in the future, the private lands to the west and southwest be acquired by the State extinguishing deeded access rights, the Primitive Area will be terminated at the Lake Lila trailhead parking lot.

This Primitive Area also contains the Nehasane Railroad Station, listed on the National Register of Historic Places, including one acre of land surrounding the building and the short (0.1 mile) access road servicing the station. In the event that the station itself is relocated or removed, the one acre surrounding it and the access road will become Wilderness.



This area does not yet have an adopted Unit Management Plan.



Nehasane area statistics:



State Lands	55 Acres Non-conforming Uses:

Roads	(private)*		4.4 Miles (public)*	0.2 Miles

Railroad Station*	1 Acre



OK SLIP POND



Located in the Town of Minerva, Essex County, this area includes a 2.6- mile long segment of road that crosses the Hudson Gorge Wilderness and leads to a private inholding surrounding OK Slip Pond. The area includes the road, the distribution power line that serves the inholding and an 11-acre parcel abutting State Route 28 that is occupied by a transmission power line. This road is not open to the public.

Should the private inholding ever be acquired by the State, the road should be closed to all motorized use and the lands of this Primitive corridor and the inholding should be classified as Wilderness.



The Department developed an Interim Access Plan for this area in June 2013.



This area does not yet have an adopted Unit Management Plan.



OK Slip Pond area statistics:



State Lands	19 acres Non-conforming Uses

Road (private)* 2.6 miles Powerlines*	2





PARTLOW LAKE



This area is located in the Town of Long Lake, Hamilton County. It is a 3.1 mile road which connects the Nehasane Primitive Area with the private lands encompassing Gull Lake, Deer Pond and Partlow Lake to the west. The private land owners have a legal right of way to use this road to access their land. This inholding is scheduled to pass to State ownership in the year 2029 at


which time this Primitive Area will become part of the Five Ponds Wilderness Area.



This area does not yet have an adopted Unit Management Plan.



Partlow Lake area statistics:



State Lands	 37 Acres Non-conforming Uses:	None





PINE LAKE



This area is located in the Towns of Newcomb and Minerva in Essex County. It was classified in 2013 and includes lands from the TNC/Finch acquisition and a portion of the Blue Mountain Wild Forest that was reclassified and added to this area. The northern boundary follows the 1/10th- mile wide corridor of Wild Forest and lands pending classification eastward towards and along the Cedar River to where a bridge once crossed the river. The eastern boundary then follows a 1/10th-mile wide corridor of lands pending classification and Wild Forest to the northern boundary of the former Indian River Tract. The southern boundary is the northern boundary of the former Indian River Tract and unnamed streams leading west and north to the Cedar River. The western boundary follows the Cedar River to its confluence with the Rock River and then the Rock River to the 1/10th-mile wide Wild Forest corridor.

Prominent features of this area include Pine Lake and Mud, Clear and Corner Ponds. The easements held by the Towns of Minerva and Newcomb for float plane landings on Pine Lake prevent this area from being designated as Wilderness or Canoe, but it offers a



rare and remote recreational opportunity and its natural resources are sensitive, which requires wilderness management.



Upon resolution of legal and regulatory issues concerning potential recreational uses and resource impacts involving the crossing of the Cedar River with a snowmobile trail, the potential Wild Forest corridor and the unclassified lands between the Pine Lake Primitive Area and the Essex Chain Lakes Primitive Area will be classified Primitive. If this Wild Forest Corridor is not established, the two Primitive Areas will be merged as the Essex Chain Lakes Primitive Area.



The Department developed an Interim Access Plan for this area in June 2013.

This area does not yet have an adopted Unit Management Plan.



Pine Lake area statistics:



State Lands	2,569 acres Bodies of Water (7)		141 acres



Non-conforming Uses:

Floatplane access*	1 Lake

(Pine Lake)





POLARIS MOUNTAIN



This area is located on the east side of the Hudson River in the Town of Newcomb, Essex County, including the waters of the river directly adjacent to this land. When the State acquired this land, it took title subject to a reserved leasehold until October 1, 2019.

Although the land is owned by the State, the lessees have exclusive motorized use of the existing roads in this area and one-acre parcels surrounding each


camp building until October 1, 2018. One year following termination of the camp leases, no later than October 1, 2019, this area will automatically and without further Agency action be reclassified as Wilderness and added to the Hudson Gorge Wilderness.



The Department developed an Interim Access Plan for this area in June 2013.



This area does not yet have an adopted Unit Management Plan.



Polaris Mountain area statistics:

State Lands	895 acres Bodies of Water (3) 24 acres Non-conforming Uses

Camps

Roads (private)	indeterminate mileage





RAQUETTE-JORDAN BOREAL



The area is located in the Towns of Colton, Hopkinton and Piercefield, St.

Lawrence County. It includes three blocks of State lands, formerly classified as Wild Forest, bounded on the west by the Lassiter Main Haul Road and the Raquette River. Also part of this Primitive Area is the State owned lands comprising the Raquette River Corridor from the Colton-Piercefield Town line to the dam at Piercefield Flow. The corridor is generally 500 feet wide from the high water line on both banks of the river.



The Jordan River, classified as Scenic under the NYS Wild, Scenic and Recreational Rivers Act, flows through significant expanses of this unique area’s boreal forest and, as such, has the character of a northern Canadian



river. Certain ecological resources found here are considered to be critical on both a regional and global scale. These include one of the largest representative samples of the lowland boreal forest under protection in the Adirondack Park, old-growth forest, and rare animal species such as the spruce grouse and extra-striped snaketail dragonfly.

Hunting, fishing, canoeing and kayaking in a lowland boreal forest setting are some of the outstanding primitive recreational opportunities afforded here.



There are four private lease camps on fee lands on the north side of the Raquette River in the Town of Piercefield. These private rights may be retained by the landowner until 2025.

A Unit Management Plan was adopted for this area in 2006.

Raquette-Jordan Boreal area statistics:



State Lands	11,907 Acres Bodies of Water (4) 44 Acres Non-conforming Uses:

Roads (private)* 3.1 Miles Camps	4

RAVEN LAKE ROAD

This area is in the Town of Webb, Herkimer County and consists of a 1.84 mile road to a 8 acre inholding on Raven Lake. This road serves as a part of the boundary between the Pepperbox and Five Ponds Wilderness units. Should the inholding be acquired, the road should be closed and this property added to the Pepperbox Wilderness.

This area does not yet have an adoptedThise management of this area is addressed in the 1985 Pepperbox


Wilderness Area and 1994 Five Ponds Wilderness Area Unit Management Plans.



Raven Lake Road area statistics:



State Lands	24 Acres Non-conforming uses:

Roads (private)*	2.33 Miles





SACANDAGA



This area is in the Town of Wells in Hamilton County, immediately north of the West Branch of the Sacandaga River through the Silver Lake Wilderness. It consists of the West River Road where it crosses Forest Preserve lands from Blackbridge westerly to Whitehouse. Should private lands be acquired by the State, segments of the road that are no longer necessary to access private lands should be incorporated into the Silver Lake Wilderness.



A Unit Management Plan was adopted for this area in 2006.



Sacandaga area statistics:



State Lands	11 Acres Non-conforming Uses:

Roads (public)*	1.95 Miles





SCHUYLER ISLAND



This Lake Champlain island lies in the Town of Chesterfield in Essex County and is designated Primitive to insure protection of its relatively fragile resources. While a small island and lacking the unique flora and fauna of Valcour Island (which is also classified Primitive), Schuyler Island is more remote than Valcour Island and has



lower levels of public use. The island requires careful protection consistent with Primitive Area guidelines.



A Unit Management Plan was adopted for this area in 2017.



Schuyler Island area statistics:



State Lands	160 Acres

Trails	0.3 Miles

Non-conforming Uses:	None





TAHAWUS

This area is in the Town of Newcomb, Essex County. It is bounded to the south by the Hudson River from the Dam at Henderson Lake east to the bridge on the Upper Works Road extension; on the east along this road; on the north by the road that provides access to the dam; and on the west by the dam itself.



This area was created as the result of an addition to the High Peaks Wilderness Area in 2009. A 6,806 acre parcel was acquired by New York State from the Open Space Conservancy, Inc. (OSC). The boundaries of this parcel abut pre-existing Forest Preserve and most of this acreage was added to the High Peaks Wilderness. A 1.8 acre parcel of this land was omitted from the Wilderness designation due to retained rights to use the dam at Henderson Lake for producing hydroelectric power and to transmit that power. Power is to be transmitted underground, if possible, from the dam along an existing road to the Upper Works Parking lot. The power generated is to be used only for the Masten House parcel or the Adirondack “core area”. Should these rights be extinguished, this parcel should be added to the High Peaks Wilderness.




This area does not yet have an adopted Unit Management Plan.

Tahawus area statistics:

State Lands	1.4 Acres Non-conforming uses:



Reserved private right at Henderson Dam for use of this conforming structure for hydro- electric power generation.



Road to Henderson Lake Dam (private)*	0.1 Mile





TAMARACK CREEK

This area is located in the Town of Fine, St. Lawrence County. It is bounded on the north by Aldrich Pond Wild Forest and a private road that extends to a private inholding on the western edge of the area; by private lands to the south; and on the west and east edges by the Five Ponds Wilderness. Should the private parcel to the south become State land, that parcel and the Tamarack Creek Primitive Area should be added to the Five Ponds Wilderness.



This area does not yet have an adopted Unit Management Plan.



Tamarack Creek area statistics:



State Lands	46 Acres Non-Conforming Uses:	None





TIED LAKE



This area lies in the Town of Webb, Herkimer County and consists of the private right-of-way, following a rough



road, providing access to an inholding of private land deep in the Pepperbox Wilderness Area. To avoid problems with motorized trespass on Wilderness lands this Primitive Area has been gated immediately south of Tied Lake limiting access to private use beyond the lake.



Should the private inholding be acquired by the State, it should be incorporated into the Pepperbox Wilderness Area and the status of the road reviewed to determine if the road should remain open to public use as described above.



A Unit Management Plan was adopted for this area in 2010.

Tied Lake area statistics:

State Lands	12 Acres Non-conforming Uses:

Roads (private)*	2.5 Miles





TWITCHELL LAKE



This area is located in the Town of Webb, Herkimer County and consist of a power line right of way which traverses two parcels in the Pigeon Lake Wilderness. The northern most parcel was acquired in 2016 by the State as a gift from the Anne LaBastille estate. Should this power line ever be removed, this right of way will be added to the Pigeon Lake Wilderness.



This area does not yet have an adopted Unit Management Plan.



Twitchell Lake area statistics:



State lands:	1.6 Acres Non-conforming use:

Power line	0.3 Miles








VALCOUR ISLAND

This Lake Champlain island lies in the Towns of Peru and Plattsburgh in Clinton County. The island is designated Primitive to insure its protection in a near natural state. The unique vegetation and wildlife of the island, in particular, are in need of such protection. The wildness of the rocky east shore, complete with unusual wind and water rock sculptures, also deserves preservation. This island is not suitable for reclassification to Wilderness because of the area's proximity to a heavily developed shoreline as well as the presence of such essentially permanent, historic structures as the lighthouse. The Clinton County Historical Association retains the right to maintain the lighthouse.



State acquisitions of the former Seaton property at the southern end of the island and the lighthouse on the western shoreline increases the area's suitability for water-oriented recreational uses. Any interpretive program for the island should stress both its historical significance and its special natural features.



A Unit Management Plan was adopted for this area in 2017.



Valcour Island area statistics:



State Lands	951 Acres Federal Inholding (1)		0.1 Acres

Trails	12.6 Miles

Non-conforming Uses: Former Seaton House and

Associated Outbuilding*	2

Storage Shed*	1

Historic Lighthouse*	1









WAKELY MOUNTAIN

This area is in the Town of Lake Pleasant, Hamilton County. It consists of the State land south of the Wakely Mountain Trail. Once the fire tower on Wakely Mountain is no longer needed, this area should be made part of the Blue Ridge Wilderness. The majority of the telephone line and poles associated with this area are on the ground or no longer exist.



A Unit Management Plan was adopted for this area in 2006.

Wakely Mountain area statistics: State Lands	208	Acres

Foot Trails	0.4	Miles Non-conforming Uses:

Fire Towers*	1

Observer Cabins*	1





WANAKENA



This area is located in the Town of Fine, St. Lawrence County. The Wanakena Water Company, which supplies water to the Hamlet of Wanakena, has reserved rights along the former administrative road to lay and maintain water lines to a spring which serves as the water supply for the hamlet of Wanakena. Motor vehicles and motorized equipment are used by the hamlet to maintain its water supply. This gravel road is classified as Primitive to permit access by Town officials for this purpose only. Public motorized use of this corridor should be prohibited and other official use permitted only in conformity with Wilderness guidelines. The truck trail


has been gated at the commencement of the Primitive Area as it enters the Wilderness and permanently blocked at the termination of the Primitive Area.

The ultimate goal for the Primitive Area is to become part of the Five Ponds Wilderness Area should an alternate water supply for Wanakena be developed.



A Unit Management Plan was adopted for this area in 1994.



Wanakena area statistics:



State Lands	7 Acres Non-conforming Uses:

Roads (private)*	1.2 Miles



WEST CANADA MOUNTAIN

This area is in the Town of Morehouse, Hamilton County. It is surrounded by private lands on the north, east and west. The southern boundary is the legal access road to the Miller Camp.



In 1979 a boundary adjustment was made expanding this area to include a previously unrecognized, private

right-of- way adjacent to the West Canada Lake Wilderness Area.



At some future time, if the

right-of-way reverts to the State, this area should be added to the West Canada Lake Wilderness.



This area does not yet have an adopted Unit Management Plan.



West Canada Mountain area statistics:



State Lands	3,105 Acres Water Bodies (2)		7 Acres



Non-conforming Uses:

Roads (private)*	2.8 Miles

WILMURT CLUB ROAD

This area is in the Town of Morehouse in Hamilton County. It consists of the roadbed and right-of-way passing through State lands designated as a part of the West Canada Lake Wilderness to private tracts totally surrounded by the designated Wilderness. Should these inholdings ever be acquired by the State, the road should be closed and this area made a part of the West Canada Lake Wilderness.



This area does not yet have an adopted Unit Management Plan.

Wilmurt Club Road area statistics:

State Lands	3 Acres Non-conforming uses:

Roads (private)*	0.9 Miles





WINDING FALLS



The area is located entirely within the Town of Piercefield, St. Lawrence County. It consists of a fifty-foot-wide,

2.6 mile corridor along an existing, old woods road through the Round Lake Wilderness Area. Located between the Hamilton County Line and the Bog River, it provides a potential route for snowmobile travel between the Hamlet of Long Lake and the Remsen-Lake Placid Travel Corridor. This corridor crosses the Bog River and Round Lake Outlet, both of which are classified as “Scenic” under the NYS Wild, Scenic and Recreational Rivers Act. The remote quality of this area should be recognized in the consideration of


alternatives for locating this snowmobile trail connection.



This area does not yet have an adopted Unit Management Plan.



Winding Falls area statistics:



State Lands:	26 Acres Non-conforming Uses :  None





PRIMITIVE AREA STATISTICAL PARK WIDE TOTALS:



State Lands		38,222 Acres Private Inholdings	(3)		107 Acres

Bodies of Water	(42) 1,086 Acres

Foot Trails	13.5 Miles Non-conforming Uses:

Roads (public)* 7.85 Miles Roads (private)* 63.43 Miles Roads (State-owned with private access)   Undetermined Miles

Snowmobile Trails*	8.3 Miles Fire Towers*		1

Observer Cabins*	1

Ranger Cabins*	1

Lighthouse*	1

House and Outbuildings* Railroad*	2 Miles

Railroad Station	1

Camps	undetermined Dams		3

Steel Bridge	1

Power Lines*	3.6

Float Plane Access*	2 Lakes (First and Pine Lakes)

*Permanent non-conforming uses or non-conforming uses whose removal cannot be scheduled by a fixed deadline.
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SAINT REGIS



This area is in the Towns of Santa Clara, Brighton, and Harrietstown in Franklin County. It is bounded on the north by private property and Keese Mills Road; on the east by the Santa Clara Town line, old logging roads and Upper St. Regis Lake; on the south by the Remsen to Lake Placid Travel Corridor, and on the west by the Santa Clara Town line.



Its selection as an area for special and restricted management is based on the numerous, closely-spaced ponds which lend themselves to use as canoe or guideboat waterways. Similar to the ponds that are clustered south of the railroad tracks and commonly referred to as the "Fish Creek" area, this region has long been noted for its qualities of clear, spring-fed ponds, short carries and tranquil beauty. The area is now closed to motor vehicles, motorboats and aircraft in conformity with the master plan guidelines, thereby restoring the tranquil, wild atmosphere of these waters. The peripheral ponds are quite easily accessible via one or two short carries making a unique wilderness canoeing experience available to many people.



The terrain is dominated by the numerous ponds and is relatively low in elevation. St. Regis Mountain in the north and Long Pond Mountain in the western part of the area are the only two high spots. The character of the terrain also makes the area ideally suited for cross country skiing in winter months.


Much of the area was burned over in forest fires, probably the most extensive one occurring in the summer of 1903. Therefore, except for the wetlands, most of the forest cover was either burned off or very heavily damaged. This has resulted in stands of hardwoods which have regenerated after aspen, pin cherry, and white birch started rebuilding the humus layer.

There are low-lying stands of hemlock and spruce, now mature or nearly mature, which escaped the burn because of their location. There are also some spots near the ponds where white pine escaped the fires, and these large shoreline trees add to the scenic attractions.



All of the interior ponds have brook trout, and stocking and pond reclamation efforts by the Department of Environmental Conservation have been carried on regularly for many years.



The chief use now made of the area is for fishing, camping, canoeing and cross-country skiing. Snowmobile trails have been phased out under the Canoe Area guidelines, as well as the use of motorboats by the public on all waters within the area.



The administrative road will be retained for administrative use relating to fish and water resource enhancement. Approximately 15.4 miles of snowmobile trails in this area have been closed, twenty-one tent platforms removed and motorboat use by the public prohibited.



The ¼ mile spur road leading from the Floodwood Road to the south shore of Long Pond, has been blocked near the Floodwood Road and a small parking area has been provided at that point.



Public access to the area is restricted from the north and west by private posted land but is readily available on the south and east.



In 2010, a half-acre of land associated with the St. Regis Mountain Fire Tower was reclassified to Historic.



A Unit Management Plan was adopted for this area in 2006.





Saint Regis area statistics:



State Lands	17,615 Acres Bodies of Water (52) 1,153 Acres Elevation

(minimum)	1,560 Feet

(maximum)	2,873 Feet Foot Trails		18.4 Miles

Horse Trails	4.9 Miles

Bike Trails	5 Miles

Lean-tos	3

Administrative roads	5.9 Miles Non-conforming Uses: None
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Because wild forest areas include many various-sized scattered parcels, as indicated on the map, only the largest tracts are described to illustrate the largely untapped resources available in this category. No statistics are presented, and the narrative deals with general areas rather than specific parcels. Future revisions of the master plan should provide more detailed information about state lands in the wild forest category.





ALDRICH POND



This area is bounded on the north by the Oswegatchie River, Star Lake, private lands, the Oswegatchie River and the Adirondack Park boundary; on the east by Youngs Road (County Route 60) and the Five Ponds Wilderness; on the south by the Middle Branch of the Oswegatchie River; and on west by the Lewis/St. Lawrence County Line and Adirondack Park Blue Line. It is located in the Towns of Fine and Pitcairn in St.

Lawrence County, Diana, in Lewis County and Webb in Herkimer County.



Communities, such as Aldrich and Kalurah, once thrived in the area and are now reminders of the region’s industrial past. Scotch pine plantations, second growth forests, telephone poles and old roads found along trails are additional signs of the area’s human history. Visitor use is most evident during the hunting and fishing seasons. The State lands within the unit afford local residents close proximity to opportunities for many types of recreation, solitude and wild open space. The low hills and moderate


grades make use of trails enjoyable for all ages. During winter months, the area receives considerable amounts of lake effect snow from Lake Ontario, making it an optimum location for winter outdoor activities. The Little River flows through this unit and the Middle Branch of the Oswegatchie River (a designated Wild and Scenic River) flows adjacent to this unit.



A Unit Management Plan was adopted for this area in 1995.





BLACK RIVER

This area includes Wild Forest lands within an area primarily in Herkimer County, south of Route 28, north of Route 8, east of the Adirondack Park boundary and west of the Adirondack League Club holdings. The Black River flows in a generally east-west direction through the middle of the area.



A considerable number of interior, privately-owned parcels exist to which jeep trails extend from the public highways. Relatively low hills interspersed with small wetland areas covered with second growth hardwoods on the more fertile soils and spruce-fir combinations along water courses are typical in this southwestern corner of the Park. Mohawk Valley population centers such as Rome, Utica and Herkimer are within short driving distance, and big game hunting pressure in the fall season is heavy. The streams attract many trout anglers to the area. South Lake is a favorite fishing, hunting and boating spot.



A Unit Management Plan was adopted for this area in 1996.



BLUE MOUNTAIN



This area is located in Hamilton and western Essex counties. It is generally bounded by Route 30 on the west and south, the Indian River and Hudson River on the east and Route 28N on the north.



The terrain varies from gentle around the easily accessible and popular Rock Lake to extremely steep and rugged in the remote Fishing Brook Range.



The 3,759-foot Blue Mountain dominates the landscape for some distance around, offering wide ranging views in all directions for those willing to make a short but steep hike to the summit from the picturesque hamlet of Blue Mountain Lake. Tirrell Pond is nestled to the northeast of Blue Mountain and, due to relatively easy access, affords an excellent opportunity for day use or primitive camping.

Opportunities for more remote and rugged explorations through some truly wild back country are afforded by long, lower segments of the Rock and Cedar Rivers – designated Scenic and Wild, respectively – just upriver of where they reach the Essex Chain Lakes and Pine Lake Primitive Areas.



In 2013, with the addition of the Nature Conservancy/Finch land acquisition, some existing portions of the northeastern section of this unit near the Essex Chain Lakes were reclassified to Primitive and added to the Essex Chain Lakes and Pine Lake Primitive Areas. At the same time, a major block of the newly acquired lands north of the lakes, extending from the Cornell Road


in the west, eastward to the Hudson River and northward toward Newcomb, was classified as Wild Forest and added to the area. Wild Forest access along the Boots-to-Cornell Road, and then to the south shore of Fifth Lake was established for the sole purpose of providing Universal Access.



Further south, additional land from the Indian River Tract west of the Chain Lakes Road (South) was added to this unit, including the road itself from the edge of the unit northwest to the old boundary of the Essex Chain Lakes Tract. Also in 2013, a 1/10-mile wide corridor following and including the former Camp 6 Road from its beginning at Drakes Mill Road in the north, south to its end at the Cedar River, was classified Wild Forest and added to the area. This corridor separates the Essex Chain Lakes Primitive Area from the northernmost reaches of the Hudson Gorge Wilderness.



In the event the Pine Lake Primitive Area is merged into the Essex Chain Lakes Primitive Area, the corridor of Wild Forest in this area south of First Lake and north of Pine Lake will be reclassified to Primitive from the boundary of the former Essex Chain Lakes Tract to the outlet of First Lake.



Consistent with Master Plan guidelines for Wild, Scenic and Recreational Rivers, the waters of the Hudson River in this area shall be free from motorized activity.



A Unit Management Plan was adopted for this area in 1995.



CHAMPLAIN ISLANDS



This area consists of four small islands: Garden, Cole, Sheephead and Signal Buoy. They range in size from

0.08 to 0.82 acres and are located in the Towns of Westport, Crown Point and Ticonderoga in Essex County.



This area does not yet have an adopted Unit Management Plan.





CHAZY HIGHLANDS



This area is located in portions of eight Towns in Franklin and Clinton Counties. The unit is roughly bounded on the north and east by the Adirondack Park Blue Line boundary; on the south by Route 3; and on the west by Route 26.



The largest contiguous parcel within this area, the 17,190 acre Lyon Mountain Tract, was acquired by the State of New York in 2008. Located in Clinton County in the Towns of Saranac and Dannemora, the tract is entirely bounded by private lands and public roads. Four adjoining privately owned parcels are subject to working forest conservation easements held by New York State. A privately owned rail bed of the former D&H Railroad runs through the eastern portion of the tract.The tract contains a number of existing structures and improvements including the Lyon Mountain Fire Tower, the lifts from the former Lowenburg Ski Area and remnants of commercial forestry operations.



The Lyon Mountain Tract contains a 1,860 acre area above 2,800 feet in elevation that is designated a Bird


Conservation Area and should be managed to protect the high elevation habitat these species need for nesting. The southwestern section of this tract contains a large area that is rugged and offers a sense of remoteness and solitude.



An additional 1,629 acres of land located in the Town of Ellenburg was added to this unit in 2010. The topography at this property is generally flat to rolling and provides the best available access to the summit and cliffs of Ellenburg Mountain. The parcel is criss-crossed with a number of small streams which feed Graves Brook, Loomis Brook and eventually, Lake Champlain. Graves and Loomis are known native brook trout waters. The area is well known locally as habitat for big game species.



The Chazy Highlands also contains numerous discontinuous and isolated parcels with little development that afford many opportunities for discovery and solitude. Local residents and visitors who venture off nearby roads onto these lands will find a variety of habitats and natural features, including open wetlands and rolling hills with rock outcroppings that afford scenic views of surrounding lands and fishing access along the North Branch of the Saranac River. They may also encounter bobcat, bald eagle, beaver, porcupine, deer, and other wildlife. While some of this area’s State lands fall within the Towns of Dannemora and Altona and are not considered Forest Preserve, they are classified as Wild Forest and managed as such except for silviculture and wildlife management practices.



This area does not yet have an adopted Unit Management Plan.



CRANBERRY LAKE



This area is located in southern St.

Lawrence County in the Towns of Clifton, Colton and Fine. It includes Wild Forest lands within an area bounded on the south by the SUNY ESF Biological Station, Five Ponds Wilderness and the south shore of Cranberry Lake; on the east by the Colton Town line and the Conifer Emporium easement lands; on the north by State Highway 3 and the Oswegatchie River; and on the west by private lands and the Inlet Road. It provides a considerable amount of snowmobiling opportunity in the winter in a setting offering the snowmobiler a sense of remoteness.



Cranberry Lake Public Campground, on the northeastern shoreline of Cranberry Lake, provides a starting point for the greatest concentration of users, permitting exploration by boat of the interesting flows of Brandy Brook, East Inlet and Sucker Brook. Trails, including one to the summit of Bear Mountain, connect these and several interior brook trout ponds for fishing, camping and hunting on a variety of Wild Forest land.



The boreal forest of Peavine Swamp is visible along Route 3 traversing the western tract, where one can glimpse interesting bog and scattered great pines. A short hike into this spruce-fir forest will often reward the birdwatcher with sightings of species normally found only much further north in Canada. A multi-loop cross country ski trail provides a scenic winter opportunity



A Unit Management Plan was adopted for this area in 1984.


DEBAR MOUNTAIN



The Wild Forest lands within this unit generally fall within the Towns of Waverly, Santa Clara, Duane, Brighton and Franklin in Franklin County. It is bounded on the west by private lands west of the St. Lawrence-Franklin county line and a section of the county line; the north by the Adirondack Park Blue Line; and the east by State Route 3, County Highway 26; and the south by the Tupper Lake Town line, the St.

Regis Canoe Area, State Highway 86 and County Highway 55.



Located between the open flat landscape of the St. Lawrence Valley to the north and the high elevations of the High Peaks region to the south, this area consists of low, rounded mountains, hills and ridges which readily provide evidence of the past widespread glaciation of the region. Elevation extremes range from a high of 3,355 feet at the summit of Loon Lake Mountain to a low elevation of 1,299 feet on Long Pond (Town of Waverly). The summit of Debar Mountain once permitted Verplanck Colvin to triangulate Lake Champlain and the St. Lawrence River.



Several miles of the river corridors in this unit have been classified under the New York State Wild, Scenic and Recreational Rivers System. Hays and Hatch Brooks and the Osgood River provide trout fishing opportunities and the slopes of Sable, East and DeBar mountains offer a challenge to the big game hunter.



The East and Main Branches of the St. Regis River traverse this area.



These rivers provide an opportunity for paddling in a generally remote setting. The rivers are also lined with extensive wetland systems that provide habitat to a large variety of boreal species.



This area does not yet have an adopted Unit Management Plan.





FERRIS LAKE



This area is located in the southwestern corner of the Park. It consists of those Wild Forest lands south of Route 8 and the West Canada Lake Wilderness Area and west of Route 10. Both Route 8 and Route 10, as well as the Powley-Piseco Road, pro- vide easy access to the area.



The attractiveness of this area lies in its numerous ponds, lakes and streams which attract anglers throughout the season. The area is popular with big game hunters and many of the ponds and lakes are connected by an existing snowmobile trail system following old logging roads. While there are no trails, these old roads also make easy walking routes and their potential use in a designated hiking (and cross country skiing) trail network for the area should be considered in the unit management plan, as should the potential for camping on the larger ponds and lakes. Another feature of the area is its mountain summits or rock outcroppings, in particular the ledges on Good Luck Mountain and Echo cliffs on Panther Mountain, which provide vistas not readily found in the southern Adirondacks.



One of the last old Adirondack dirt public roads, extending about 17 miles from Route 10 near Piseco Lake to


Stratford, cuts through the approximate center of this large block of Forest Preserve. It provides the public with motor vehicle access through practically unbroken forest, quite comparable to some of the Wilderness areas. Many motorists take advantage of the attractive drive over this old winding dirt road, the like of which has become a rare and vanishing facility in the eastern United States. If possible, this road should remain in its current condition and measures taken to insure roadside camping does not detract from the character of the area or adversely affect the resources of the road corridor.



This area does not yet have an adopted Unit Management Plan.



FULTON CHAIN

This unit is located in Herkimer County, Town of Webb, Township 8, John Brown's Tract, Macombs Purchase. It is divided into five main sections separated by three strips of privately-owned lands, one of which includes lands near the Fulton Chain of Lakes. The unit is roughly bordered on the north by the Razorback Pond Outlet and the Pigeon Lake Wilderness Area; on the east by the Big Moose Road, Pigeon Lake Wilderness Area, private lands near Big Moose Lake and the Village of Eagle Bay; on the south by the Third Lake Creek, County Route 118 and private lands adjacent to the Fulton Chain of Lakes; and on the west by private lands and the west boundary of Township 8.



The unit also includes DeCamp or Treasure Island, which comprises two small islands of Forest Preserve between the First and Second Lakes of



the Fulton Chain. A permanent easement across private lands connects this Wild Forest to Razorback Pond and the Pigeon Lake Wilderness Area.



This unit has high recreational potential due to its location within short driving distances from the populated Mohawk Valley. Uses include hiking, camping, canoeing, hunting, fishing, horse-back riding, cross country skiing, snowmobiling, and sight-seeing, the latter drawing many visitors to the Rondaxe Mountain Fire Tower during the fall foliage season. Moss Lake, a former girls summer camp, is also a popular and scenic location for hiking, skiing, and camping.



A Unit Management Plan was adopted for this area in 1990.





GRASS RIVER



This unit is located in St. Lawrence County in the Towns of Clare, Clifton, Colton, Fine and Parishville. It includes the Wild Forest lands bounded on the west and north by the Adirondack Park Blue Line; the south by the Oswegatchie River and Route 3; and on the east by Route 56.



The four Branches of the Grasse River flow through this unit, including the Main (a designated Study River), Middle (a designated Scenic River), South (a Scenic River and Recreational River) and North (a Scenic River). The unit contains numerous scenic rapids and waterfalls that are easily accessible.

This concentration of scenic and recreational water resources on Forest Preserve provide a unique outdoor recreational opportunity for visitors and residents of St. Lawrence County.


A Unit Management Plan was adopted for this area in 1990.





HAMMOND POND



This area is located in the Towns of Crown Point, Elizabethtown, Horicon, Keene, Moriah, North Hudson, Schroon, Ticonderoga, and Westport in Essex County. It is generally bounded on the west by Giant, Dix and Hoffman Notch Wilderness Areas; on the south by the Pharaoh Lake Wilderness and NY State Route 74; on the east by Lake Champlain; and on the north by NY State Route 9N. Several isolated Forest Preserve parcels are located in the Towns of Keene and Jay.



Owl Pate and Hail Mountain provide great distant views, and exceptionally fine overlooks may be had from the many rocky bluffs and ledges dominating the area. A ½ mile hike to the Belfry Mountain fire tower offers 360 degree views of the High Peaks, Lake Champlain and beyond. Many ponds offer scenic fishing opportunities and have defined but unmarked trails leading from highways. A great variety of flora and fauna reflect an overlap of forest types where beech, birch, maple and hemlock on the cool, northern slopes give way to oak, ash, basswood and pine on the southerly exposures.



Tracey Road, North Hudson-Moriah Road and Route 9 provide abundant access for hunters, anglers and other recreationists. The Sharp Bridge public campground offers trail access to East Mill Brook and the interior. While most trails in the area remain unmarked, the abundant access to this area could provide recreational opportunities similar to those found in the Pharaoh Lake



Wilderness area to the south for those who do not require the solitude of the Wilderness setting. This would relieve some of the use pressure on the Pharaoh Lake area.



A Unit Management Plan was adopted for this area in May 2019.





HORSESHOE LAKE



This area is located in the Towns of Colton, Piercefield and Tupper Lake in St. Lawrence and Franklin Counties.

The unit includes Wild Forest land bounded on the north by the Remsen – Lake Placid Railroad line; the east by Routes 3 and 30; the south by the Hamilton County Line and the Round Lake Wilderness; and the west by the Eastern Five Ponds Access Primitive Area, the South Branch of the Grasse River and the Colton Town Line.



Important biological resources abound in this unit. Several large lakes featuring both shallow and deep waters provide habitat for the Common Loon. Rich marsh communities include rare plant species and provide prime breeding grounds for a variety of birds. Bald Eagles can be spotted in the area throughout the year. Significant headwater bogs drain into waters of Tupper and Horseshoe Lakes, naturally coloring the waters a dark, tannin- stained color.



This unit affords visitors a variety of outdoor recreation opportunities. The most popular destinations include the Mt. Arab Firetower and Horseshoe Lake. On the 2,500-foot summit of Mt. Arab are the restored firetower and the former observer’s cabin. The view from the top offers endless stretches of


forests, ponds and lakes and mountain ridges. Easy access to Horseshoe Lake affords an excellent opportunity for fishing and boating. Camping in this area provides an excellent base camp opportunity for wilderness canoe trips into surrounding Wilderness areas.

Tupper Lake, nearly 8.5 miles long and with significant extent of Forest Preserve shoreline, also has much to offer visitors.



A Unit Management Plan was adopted for this area in 2002.





INDEPENDENCE RIVER

This western Adirondack area lies in the Towns of Greig, Lyonsdale, Watson and Webb in Lewis and Herkimer counties. It includes Wild Forest lands within an area bounded on the south by Route 28, the Ha-De-Ron-Da Wilderness and the Moose River; the north by the Five Ponds Wilderness, the Pepperbox Wilderness and the Number Four Road; on the east by the western boundary of Township 8 in John Brown’s Tract; and the west by the Adirondack Park Blue Line.



A balance of private lands interlaced with forest preserve tracts characterize this area of gentle hills and flat lands.



The sand plain depressions north from Brantingham Lake to the Independence River offer many unique bird and plant life associations.



Numerous bogs and beaver meadows along the drainage of Beaver Meadow Creek and Second, Third and Fourth Creeks provide contrasting wildlife habitats. An extensive network of trails, both foot and snowmobile, link



Pine Lake, Big Otter Lake and the Independence River with the Stillwater Road in the north.



This area has an extensive array of horse trails that comprise much of the Otter Creek Trails network. This network includes a developed overnight assembly area in adjacent State Forest, immediately outside of the Blue Line.



A Unit Management Plan was adopted for this area in 1986.





JESSUP RIVER

This area is located in Hamilton County in the Towns of Arietta, Wells, Indian Lake and Lake Pleasant. It is bounded on the north NYS Rt. 30 and the Blue Ridge Wilderness; the west by the West Canada Lake Wilderness; the south by the Silver Lake Wilderness; and the east by Siamese Ponds Wilderness.



Access is from Route 30 and the (Perkins Clearing) Jessup River Road, which traverse the area, and from the Moffitt Beach and Lewey Lake Campgrounds.



Long popular with hunters, trappers and anglers, the interspersion of private woodlands with State ownership has made this area a top producer of fish and wildlife. The Jessup and Miami Rivers have long been known as good trout streams.



Numerous logging roads and trails are open to foot travel. The Pillsbury and Snowy Mountain summits and associated fire towers, from which vast views of lakes and forest may be obtained, offer particularly enjoyable hikes.


In 1979, the Indian Lake Islands were reclassified to Intensive Use, leaving campsites in the Siamese Ponds Wilderness Area and campsites in the Jessup River Wild Forest. These campsites are administered through the Department’s campground recreation program during the operating season.



A Unit Management Plan was adopted for this area in 2006.





LAKE GEORGE



This area is located in Essex, Warren and Washington Counties. It is bounded on the east and south by the Park Blue Line; on the north by Pharaoh Lake Wilderness and NY State Route 74; and on the west by NYS Route 9 and the Hudson River. Most of the Lake George Wild Forest area lies within the Lake George Park. The Lake George Park, lying wholly within the Adirondack Park, was established by State law in 1961. The boundaries of the Lake George Park are more or less contiguous with the watershed of the Lake, an arrangement which is designed to facilitate coordinated management of the use of land as it impacts water quality.



Mountains rising steeply on either side of the lake provide many views of rugged beauty. The area west of the lake is accessible by Routes 9N and 74 while the Forest Preserve on the east side is accessible from the Pilot Knob and Hulett's Landing roads. The Tongue Mountain and Island Pond sections form the base for a varied wildlife resource.

The moderating influence of the lake on both sides of this peninsula has produced an oak-pine cover type which is more characteristic of the southern



part of the State than of the Adirondacks. Many plant and wildlife species found on Tongue Mountain are rarely found elsewhere in the Park.



The Black Mountain tract on the opposite shore is more precipitous. Spruce and hemlock are common. Recreational enjoyment of the area is enhanced by this diversity of plant and animal associations.



Trails connect the lake at Shelving Rock and Black Mountain Point with interior ponds and the summits of Black Mountain and Sleeping Beauty. The latter provides some exceptional views.



A Unit Management Plan was adopted for the Black Mountain section of this area in 1986.





MOOSE RIVER PLAINS



This area is located in Hamilton and Herkimer counties in the Towns of Arietta, Inlet, Lake Pleasant, Long Lake, Morehouse, Ohio and Webb. This area is bounded on the north by Pigeon Lake Wilderness; on the east by Blue Ridge Wilderness; on the south by West Canada Lake Wilderness and Little Moose Mountain Wilderness; and on the west by the boundary of Township Two and Township Three. The scenic "plains" of the Moose and Red Rivers are well-known areas of interest to the public. These zones of herb and grass vegetation contrast vividly with the overall forested nature of the Park.

Other scenic points of interest include the Moose River Cliffs, Mitchell Ponds, Lost Ponds, Icehouse and Helldiver Ponds.



The area is unique also for how, in the 1960’s, the Department of


Environmental Conservation improved the extensive road system and developed numerous individual camping sites along the road. This has provided an outdoor recreational opportunity intermediate between that of a developed campground and typical primitive camping in Wild Forest and Wilderness. In 2010, over 2,900 acres in a corridor along certain roads were reclassified to create the Moose River Plains Camping Intensive Use Area and to facilitate a concentration of roadside camping sites in compliance with this Master Plan. The new Intensive Use camping area, subject to special management guidelines, is intended to maintain this somewhat higher density of camping sites adjacent to and screened from the area’s gravel road system.



Also in 2010, approximately 14,667 acres south of the South Branch of the Moose River and south of the Moose River Plains Camping Intensive Use Area were reclassified to Wilderness.

Most of these lands formed the new 12,269-acre Little Moose Wilderness, and the remaining acres were added to the West Canada Lake Wilderness.

This reclassification excluded a twenty- foot-wide corridor along the routes of the former DEC administrative road (Otter Brook Truck Trail) and former Wilson Ridge Road, retained as Wild Forest expressly to allow for non-motorized, recreational uses such as a mountain- biking, hiking and cross-country skiing. The exclusion of motor-vehicle use and emphasis on development of this long route for mountain biking creates potential for a premier mountain-biking opportunity in the Adirondack Park. No motor-vehicle use should be reestablished along this remote route due to impacts to the significant, surrounding Wilderness. As it is now,



the area’s camping, hunting, fishing, snowmobiling and mountain biking opportunities make the Moose River Plains one of the truly four-season recreational areas of the Park.



Great Camp Uncas, a National Historic Landmark, stands on the east shore of Mohegan Lake near the northeastern boundary of this Wild Forest. An area around Mohegan Lake is included in the Historic Great Camps Special Management Area. The area was designated to recognize the historic connection between the Great Camps and the Forest Preserve.



A Unit Management Plan was adopted for this area in 2011.



RAQUETTE RIVER

This area is located in the Towns of Colton, Hopkinton, and Parishville, St.

Lawrence County. It extends to the north along the Raquette River impoundments to Stark Reservoir and to the south to Jamestown Falls just north of Seveys Corner. It is also bounded on the east by the Raquette-Jordan Boreal Primitive Area and the west by Route 56.



This unit is characterized by flat and gentle sloping terrain, flowing rivers, deciduous and evergreen forests, and numerous wetlands. Prior to the State’s acquisition, many of these forested tracts had limited and informal public use. Public access to the lands east of the Raquette River is gained by crossing the river or the reservoir. As the Jordan River (a designated Scenic River) flows through this unit, it meanders through significant areas of boreal forest and has the character of a northern


Canadian river. This northwestern region of the Park contains significant low elevation boreal habitat. A canoe carry from Carry Falls Reservoir to the Jordan River allows paddlers to portage rapids and reach flat waters. The Raquette River, above Carry Falls Reservoir, is a designated Scenic River.



A Unit Management Plan was adopted for this area in 2006.





SARANAC LAKES



This area is located in the towns of North Elba and Saint Armand, Essex County and Brighton, Harrietstown, Santa Clara and Tupper Lake, Franklin County. It is bounded on the north by the Tupper Lake Town line, the St.

Regis Canoe Area, State Highway 86 and County Highway 55; on the east by McKenzie Mountain Wilderness and the Sentinel Range Wilderness; on the south by the High Peaks Wilderness and the Tupper Lake Town line; and on the west by State Route 30 and the Tupper Lake Town line.



Easily accessible from Routes 3 and 30, this southern Franklin County area offers a broad network of streams, lakes and ponds for water-oriented recreation. Boating access sites, camping areas and portages are convenient for the day user and the long distance traveler alike. The Fish Creek Ponds and Rollins Pond Campgrounds offer a base camp for some users of the area.



Ampersand Mountain, just south of Route 3 in the High Peaks Wilderness, provides a superb view of this area as a reward for a three-mile hike through majestic stands of hemlock and northern hardwoods.



This area does not yet have an adopted Unit Management Plan.





SARGENT PONDS



This area is located entirely within Hamilton County in the towns of Arietta, Indian Lake, and Long Lake. It is bounded on the south by the Blue Ridge Wilderness, and the southern shore of Raquette Lake; on the west by private lands and the Pigeon Lake Wilderness Area; on the north by private lands and the Sperry Pond and Cedarlands Conservation Easement lands and the Hamilton County line; and on the east by Long Lake and State Highway 28N/30.



Known to many canoeists, hunters and anglers, this Wild Forest area contains numerous waterbodies that vary from small interior beaver ponds to portions of shoreline on Blue Mountain Lake, Forked Lake, Lake Eaton, Long Lake, Raquette Lake and Utowana Lake.



The North Point Road provides access to the Upper and Lower Sargent Ponds trails and Buttermilk Falls, a popular destination along this stretch of the Raquette River. The Owls’ Head Mountain fire tower and Castle Rock on Blue Mountain Lake provide scenic views of the surrounding lakes and forest.



Public campgrounds on Raquette Lake, Forked Lake and Lake Eaton plus the North Point Road to the Raquette River provide varied access and recreational opportunity to users of this area.



This area does not yet have an adopted Unit Management Plan.


SHAKER MOUNTAIN



This area is located in the Towns of Bleeker, Caroga, Mayfield and Northampton, in Fulton County and the Town of Benson in Hamilton County.

With the exception of snowmobile trails and the trail to the Kane Mountain Fire Tower, this area receives relatively little use. Most of the area was heavily logged prior to State acquisition and there are a considerable number of old log roads, chiefly in the southern half, where most of the hills are low and gently sloped. These woods roads make comfortable hiking trails that can be enjoyed by all ages.



A number of small ponds afford some attractive camping sites. The second growth hardwoods that predominate allow easy foot travel both on and off the old woods roads and foot trails. This is in contrast to much of the State lands north of the area where the 1950 blow down and subsequent dense softwood reproduction has made travel off maintained foot trails quite difficult.



This tract offers great potential to serve the Wild Forest recreational needs of New York's hikers, horsemen, snow- mobilers, cross-country skiers and campers, and is capable of absorbing a considerable degree of public use.



A Unit Management Plan was adopted for this area in 2006.





SPLIT ROCK MOUNTAIN



This area is located in the eastern foothills of the Adirondack Mountains along the western shore of Lake Champlain, in the Towns of Essex and Westport, Essex County. It is bounded on the east by Lake



Champlain, and on the north, west and south by private lands. The area is named for Split Rock Mountain, the predominant feature of the landscape referring to an unusual “split rock” formation and historic landmark found on private land at the northern end of the mountain.



Habitat varies from the open wetlands of Webb Royce Swamp to the precipitous cliffs on the eastern side of Split Rock Mountain. The area also harbors a rich and unique mosaic of flora and fauna. The northernmost breeding population of the New York State endangered timber rattlesnake is found here. All tree species native to New York that are found north of the Mohawk River are represented in this unit. The area provides habitat for representative bird species of the Adirondack Park; eighty percent of the bird species found in the park, including black-crowned night heron and the peregrine falcon, have been documented in this region. Several threatened plant species reside within the unit as well.



The diversity of natural resources and recreational opportunities in this unit attract visitors for a variety of uses, including day hiking, camping, hunting, and wildflower and wildlife observation.



A Unit Management Plan was adopted for this area in 2005.





TAYLOR POND



This area is located in portions of thirteen towns in three counties in the northeastern region of the Adirondack Park. It is bounded on the north and west by Route 3 and the Adirondack Park Blue Line; the east by Lake


Champlain; and on the south by Route 9N between Elizabethtown and Westport.



Significant land features in this unit include Poke-O-Moonshine, the southern flank of Trembleau Mountain and Catamount Mountain. Poke-O- Moonshine, with a restored fire tower on its 2,180-foot summit, offers outstanding views of Lake Champlain and the Green Mountains of Vermont. Its granite gneiss cliffs, several hundred feet tall, provide nesting habitat for peregrine falcons and are also a popular rock and ice climbing destination. The open and rocky, 3,168- foot summit of Catamount offers a 360- degree view including Whiteface Mountain, Lyon Mountain, Union Falls and Lake Champlain. Numerous discontinuous parcels and a lack of developed facilities affords many opportunities for discovery and solitude in this unit The Department of Environmental Conservation administers State lands within this area other than Forest Preserve, including the Ausable Marsh, Pauline Murdock and Wickham Marsh Wildlife Management Areas, and the Terry Mountain and Burnt Hill State Forests.



A Unit Management Plan was adopted for this area in 2013.





VANDERWHACKER MOUNTAIN



This area is located in the Towns of Chester, Johnsburg, Keene, Minerva, Newcomb, North Hudson, and Schroon in Essex and Warren Counties. It is generally bounded on the south by the Hudson Gorge Wilderness and State Route 8; on the west by the Hudson River; on the east by State Route 9 and Schroon Lake; and on the north by the High Peaks Wilderness.



The primary attractions of the area are the lakes and ponds, the Hudson and Boreas Rivers and Vanderwhacker Mountain. The latter, by virtue of its isolated location, provides perhaps the best view of the High Peaks from the south in the Park. From the summit of Vanderwhacker Mountain, it is also possible to trace the course of the Hudson River and gain an appreciation of that river's magnificence.



The Hudson River and the Boreas River within this area are designated as Scenic rivers. White water stretches, interspersed with stillwaters, provide a variety of scenes to hold one's appreciation. The Wolf Pond, Durgin Brook and Lester Flow sections of the Upper Boreas are well known to bird clubs. There are plant and birdlife communities of unusual interest, particularly those featuring boreal species.



Consistent with Master Plan guidelines for Wild, Scenic and Recreational Rivers, the waters of the Hudson River in this area shall be free from motorized activity.



In 2016, New York State acquired the 20,430 acre Boreas Ponds Tract from The Nature Conservancy. 9,118 acres of land north of the Blue Ridge Road in the vicinity of the Branch River and the Gulf Brook Road were added to the unit. With this addition, new access to the High Peaks Wilderness Area from the south is gained while adding a diversity of recreational opportunities on the Wild Forest lands closer to Blue Ridge Road.



A Unit Management Plan was adopted for this area in 2005.


WATSON’S EAST TRIANGLE

This unit is located within the Town of Webb, Herkimer County, and the Towns of Croghan and Watson Lewis County. The unit is bounded on the north by the Aldrich Pond Wild Forest; the east by the Five Ponds Wilderness Area; the south by the Pepperbox Wilderness Area; and on the west primarily by working forest lands encumbered by conservation easements held by the State.



Numerous roads and trails on State- owned land and adjacent easements provide many opportunities for hiking, mountain biking, cross country skiing, big game hunting, fishing, camping and snowmobiling. Visitors have the opportunity for solitude and remoteness in this unit as the result of the close proximity of two large, abutting Wilderness Areas to the east and south. An alternative, less remote, experience in these wild lands is also possible due to the close proximity of rural land use to the west of the unit, including maple sugar farms, working forests, seasonal camps, and the villages of Croghan and Harrisville.



A Unit Management Plan was adopted for this area in 2010.





WHITEHILL



This unit is located in St. Lawrence County and includes Wild Forest lands within an area bounded on the west and north by the Adirondack Park Blue Line; the east by the St. Lawrence-Franklin county line; and on the south by the West Branch of the St. Regis River, the Stark-Joe Indian Road and Route 56.



Forests consisting of maple, beech, birch, pine and hemlock cover the area’s low rolling foothills. The highest point is a 1,600-foot unnamed hill located in the southeastern corner of the unit’s main parcel.



A distinguishing feature of the area is Wheeler Marsh. This 1,238-acre wetland is one of the largest in the northern Adirondack region. It provides habitat for a wide array of wildlife and offers views of expansive, open peatlands. The largest natural water body is the 35-acre Clear Pond. Easy access to this pond affords an excellent opportunity for fishing, canoeing and camping.



A Unit Management Plan was adopted for this area in 2006.





WILCOX LAKE



This area is bounded on the south by the Adirondack Park Blue Line; the west by State Highway 30, the Silver Lake Wilderness, and State Highway 8; and east by State Routes 28 and 9.



The Hudson River is the border for the eastern side of the area, which is composed of a collection of smaller detached Forest Preserve parcels. The southern boundary of this area is the Blue Line of the Park and below the Great Sacandaga Reservoir the area is also composed of several smaller detached parcels.



Crane Mountain is the tallest mountain in the area, providing unobstructed views of the region. The Hadley Mountain fire tower provides hikers with endless views across the southeast corner of the Park.


This area is capable of withstanding considerably more recreational use without the destruction of the physical resource or the Wild Forest atmosphere. It is an area of rolling hills and open summits with a considerable number of attractive brook trout streams.

Numerous trails provide easy access by foot in the summer and by snowmobiles, skis or snowshoes in the winter.



In addition, and contrast to this well- developed trail system, there is also a large trail-less section north of Wilcox Lake that provides an excellent opportunity for a remote experience.



This area does not yet have an adopted Unit Management Plan.



WILMINGTON

The area consists of State lands in the Towns of Wilmington, Jay and Keene in Essex County and Black Brook in Clinton County. It is roughly bounded on the north by the Forestdale and Silver Lake Roads; the east by Route 9N; the south by the Sentinel Wilderness and Whiteface Mountain Ski Center; and on the west by Gillespie

Drive, Whiteface Mountain Veteran’s Memorial Highway and the McKenzie Mountain Wilderness.



The area’s distinguishing feature is its diversity of recreational opportunities. The largest contiguous parcel, approximately 6,400 acres, offers scenic rock cliffs overlooking much of the Jay and Sentinel Ranges, camping at the lean-to on Cooper Kill Pond, and hunting access along the Forestdale Road. Other State land parcels provide access for trout fishing on the renowned Ausable River, viewing scenic



waterfalls, rock climbing and mountain biking. Forest types within the unit are especially diverse due to great variation in climate, elevation, and soil conditions. Lying at lower elevations in the rain shadow of Whiteface Mountain, visitors to the Beaver Brook Valley and the Four Peaks tract can find themselves among Jack Pine, Red Cedar and Oak while an amphitheater of Spruce-Fir forests on the high ridges across the Ausable Valley surrounds them. In the winter, cross country skiing, ice climbing, trapping, and snowmobiling are available.



A Unit Management Plan was adopted for this area in 2005.
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CAMPGROUNDS

Alger Island AuSable Point Brown Tract Pond Buck Pond Caroga Lake Cranberry Lake Crown Point Eagle Point Eighth Lake

Fish Creek Ponds Forked Lake Golden Beach Hearthstone Point Lake Durant

Lake Eaton

Lake George Battleground Lake George Islands

Lake Harris Lewey Lake Limekiln Lake Lincoln Pond Little Sand Point Luzerne Meacham Lake Meadowbrook Moffitt Beach

Moose River Plains Camping Area* Nicks Lake

Northampton Beach Paradox Lake

Point Comfort Poke-O-Moonshine Putnam Pond Rogers rock Rollins Pond Sacandaga Scaroon Manor Sharp Bridge Taylor Pond

Tioga Point Wilmington Notch

* Less developed facilities


DAY USE AREAS



Ski centers, parkways, beaches

Gore Mountain Ski Center Hinckley Day Use Area Lake George Beach

Lake George Battlefield Park

Mt. Van Hoevenberg Winter Recreation Area

Poplar Point

Prospect Mountain Parkway

Whiteface Mountain Veterans’ Memorial Highway

Whiteface Mountain Ski Center



BOAT LAUNCHING SITES

The following lakes are approximately 1,000 acres or more in size and are therefore eligible for further analysis to determine their suitability for initial or additional boat launch ramp construction.



Name of Water	Number of AcresLake Champlain

281,600

Lake George

28,160

Great Sacandaga Lake

26,656

Cranberry Lake

6,976

Carry Falls Reservoir

6,458

Tupper Lake

6,240

Stillwater Reservoir

6,195

Raquette Lake

5,274

Upper Saranac Lake

5,056

Indian Lake

4,365

Schroon Lake

4,128

Long Lake

4,090

Piseco Lake

2,848

Lake Placid

2,803

Hinckley Reservoir

2,784

Upper Chateaugay Lake

2,605

Little Tupper Lake

2,381

Lower Saranac Lake

2,285

Fourth Lake (Fulton Chain)

2,138

Chazy Lake

1,606









		

		Lake Kiwassa



		

		Lake Flower



		Name of Water

		Number of

		Oseetah Lake



		

		Acres

		



		

		

		Tupper Chain:



		Sacandaga Lake

		1,600

		



		Lake Pleasant

		1,440

		Tupper Lake



		Middle Saranac Lake

		1,376

		Simon Pond



		Union Falls Flow

		1,376

		Raquette Pond



		Brant Lake

		1,376

		



		Peck Lake

		1,370

		St. Regis Chain:



		Big Moose Lake

		1,286

		



		Blue Mountain Lake

		1,261

		Upper St. Regis Lake



		Forked Lake

		1,248

		Lower St. Regis Lake



		Meacham Lake

		1,203

		



		Woodhull Lake

		1,158

		Chateaugay Chain:



		Abanakee Lake

		1,018

		



		Lake Clear

		1,000

		Upper Chateaugay



		

		

		Lower Chateaugay







The following lake chains contain lakes less than 1,000 acres in size, but the combined acreage of lakes within these chains exceeds approximately 1,000 acres. These lakes, listed below, are eligible for further consideration to determine their suitability for boat launch ramp construction because they are connected by navigable waterways and the aggregate acreage of each chain exceeds 1,000 acres. These chains may contain additional lakes less than 1,000 acres in size which are not listed. Such lakes have been determined to be unsuitable for boat launch ramp con- struction.



Saranac Chain:



Middle Saranac Lower Saranac Second Pond First Pond




Fulton Chain:



First Lake Second Lake Third Lake



Rainbow Chain:



Lake Kushaqua Rainbow Lake



Indian Chain:



Indian Lake Lewey Lake

Upper Saranac Chain: Square Pond

Fish Creek Pond
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CAMP SANTANONI



Camp Santanoni Historic Area is 35 acres in size and located north of New York State Route 28N in the Town of Newcomb in Essex County. It consists of three clusters of buildings (the Gate House Complex, the Farm Complex and the Main Camp Complex), the garden and orchard area, and a 4.7-mile access road connecting them. Camp Santanoni, one of the oldest and largest great camps, was created by Robert C. Pruyn in 1892. The 12,900+ acre Santanoni Preserve was acquired by the State of New York in 1972 as part of the Forest Preserve. The three building complexes and the road are listed on the National Register of Historic Places and are in the process of being restored. The Unit Management Plan for this area was adopted in 2016.





CROWN POINT



This 390 acre site contains archaeological remains and ruins from a number of periods and events significant to the history of New York State and the nation including: a number of archaeological sites pre-contact Native American, the standing ruins of Fort Saint Frederic constructed by the French in 1731, and archaeological remains of associated military and civilian occupations. Crown Point was the second post captured by American forces in 1775 (after Fort Ticonderoga) and served as the base for the American fleet that fought in the Battle of Valcour Bay. The property surrounding the sites of the French and British forts was donated to the state in 1910 on the condition that the ruins be preserved in perpetuity. Subsequent acquisitions have expanded the boundaries. Crown Point is listed in the State and National Registers of Historic Places and has been designated as a National Historic Landmark.





HURRICANE MOUNTAIN FIRE TOWER



This area includes the fire tower on Hurricane Mountain and a 0.5 acre square surrounding the fire tower. The fire tower is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. The area was reclassified from Primitive to Historic in 2010. The designation does not preclude the Department of Environmental Conservation from determining the fire towers structurally unsound and should be removed, nor does it preclude the DEC from relocating the fire tower to another location consistent with its historic setting. In this event, the area’s classification will, without any further Agency action, become part of the Hurricane Mountain Wilderness Area. The Historic Area designation does not require, obligate or anticipate expenditure of State funds for maintenance and restoration of the fire tower. The Unit Management Plan for this area was adopted in 2014.



JOHN BROWN’S FARM



This 11405 acre area includes the home, farm, pond, and grave of abolitionist John Brown. John Brown was buried at this site following his 1859 execution in Virginia. The bodies of two of Browns’ sons and several of Browns’ followers, who were killed in the raid on the Harper’s Ferry Armory, were relocated to this site. The property was deeded to the State of New York in 1895 on the condition that it be preserved as a park or reservation. A monument to Brown was erected in 1935. The property is listed in the State and National Registers of Historic Places and has been designated as a National Historic Landmark.





ST. REGIS MOUNTAIN FIRE TOWER



This area includes the fire tower on St. Regis Mountain and a 0.5 acre square surrounding the fire tower. The fire tower is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. The area was reclassified from Primitive to Historic in 2010. The designation does not preclude the Department of Environmental Conservation from determining the fire towers structurally unsound and should be removed, nor does it preclude the DEC from relocating the fire tower to another location consistent with its historic setting. In this event, the area’s classification will revert to Canoe Area. The Historic Area designation does not require, obligate or anticipate expenditure of State funds for maintenance and restoration of the fire tower. The Unit Management Plan for this area was adopted in 2014.
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Lands included in the State Administrative classification:





CLINTON



Ausable -- Maintenance Area, Rt. 9N-I-87 - DOT Dannemora -- Correctional Facility - DCS Dannemora -- Correctional Facility – DCS Dannemora -- Clinton East Annex - DCS Dannemora -- Surplus Property - OGS

Dannemora -- Adk. Correctional Treatment & Evaluation Center Dannemora – Former Lyon Mtn. Correctional Facility -- DCS Dannemora -- ROW- SH 5186, Vacant Land - DOT

Saranac SH -- 1398 Moffittsville/Franklin, Maintenance Area – DOT Saranac -- Vacant, Rt. 3/Saranac River – DCS

Saranac – Cemetery, Douglas Rd. –DCS Saranac – Cemetery, Ryan Rd. –DCS

Saranac – Vacant, West side of Picketts Corner Rd. – DCS

Saranac – Vacant, East and West sides of Picketts Corner Rd. – DCS Saranac – Vacant, Picketts Corner Rd. at Barnham Brook Rd. - DCS Saranac – Route 3 Maintenance Facility - DOT





ESSEX



Crown Point – Maintenance Area, Factoryville Rd. – DOT Chesterfield – Maintenance Area, Rt. 22 - DOT

Elizabethtown -- Rt. 9N - Essex County Stonehouse Maintenance Area – DOT Keene – Route 73, Essex County Sub-headquarter - DOT

Lewis -- Maintenance Area West of Exit 32 - DOT Minerva -- Maintenance Area, Rt. 28N – DOT

Minerva – One acre gravel pit along Chain Lakes Road (South) - DEC Newcomb – One acre gravel pit along Chain Lakes Road (North) - DEC Newcomb – One acre gravel pit north of Deer Pond - DEC

Newcomb – One acre gravel pit along Boreas Ponds Road - DEC North Elba -- Camp Adirondack - DCS

North Elba -- Ray Brook State Office Complex North Hudson -- Maintenance Area, Exit 30 – DOT

North Hudson – One acre gravel pit at LaBier Flow - DEC Schroon -- Schroon Lake Sewage Treatment Plant - EFC Schroon -- Horseshoe Brook Pumping Station, Utility - EFC

Schroon -- Maintenance Area, Rts. 9 and 74 Residency Office - DOT Severance -- Maintenance Area - Int. Rts. 9 & 73 - DOT

Stowerville -- Maintenance Area - 2 mi. west of I.87 - DOT



Ticonderoga -- 315 Champlain Ave., State Armory, Div. Military, Naval Affairs Underwood -- Maintenance Area - Rt. 9 - DOT

Westport-- N. Main Street, Sewage Treatment Plant - EFC Westport -- Pumping Station No. 1, Washington Avenue - EFC Westport -- Pumping Station No. 2, S. Main Street - EFC Wilmington -- Atmospheric Sciences Research Center





FRANKLIN



Duane -- Maintenance Area Rt. 458, "Meacham Lake" – DOT Duane – Reclamation Area Red Tavern Road, Duane Center -- DOT Franklin -- Maintenance Area Rt. 3, Vermontville - DOT

Harrietstown -- State Armory

Harrietstown -- Maintenance Area Rt. 86, Lake Clear Jct. – DOT & DEC Harrietstown -- Wawbeek Maintenance Area – DOT

Harrietstown – Crescent Bay Seasonal Headquarters -- DEC Santa Clara -- Adirondack Fish Hatchery

Tupper Lake -- Sunmount Developmental Center – DMH



FULTON

Northampton -- Maintenance Area SH 362 - DOT Northampton -- DEC, Northville - DEC Rockwood 29 – DOT





HAMILTON



Arietta -- Maintenance Area - Rt. 10, 1.5 mi. north of Fulton County - DOT Hoffmeister	Maintenance Area, Rt. 8 – DOT

Indian Lake -- Maintenance Area, Residency – DOT Indian Lake – Maintenance Area, Rt. 4 - DEC

Long Lake -- Maintenance Area, Rts. 28N, 30 - DOT

Long Lake -- Maintenance Area Rt. 28, Raquette Lake Patrol Long Lake -- Maintenance Area SH 5189, Long Lake Patrol

Long Lake -- Little Tupper Lake Headquarters, Rt.10, 4 mi. west of Rt. 3 Long Lake – Raquette Lake Water Supply – DEC

Long Lake – Maintenance Area, Sagamore Road – DOT Long Lake – SUNY Cortland Camp Pine Knot

Wells -- Hamilton County Sub-headquarters – DOT





HERKIMER

Webb – Stillwater Reservoir Field Office, Stillwater Dock Road -- HRBRRD



ST. LAWRENCE



Colton -- Town of Colton Maintenance Area-Rt. 3 - DOT Colton – Cranberry Lake Maintenance Center - DEC Fine -- St. Lawrence Power Radio Tower





Fine -- Radio Tower Site – PASNY Fine -- Ranger School – SUNY ESF Hopkinton -- White Hill Radio Towers





WARREN



Lake George -- Residential Bldg. Location/I-87 - DOT Chester SS -- Rt. 8, Maintenance Area – DOT

Chestertown -- Maintenance Area-I-87, Exit 25 on Rt. 8 – DOT Johnsburg – Maintenance Area, Peaceful Valley Road -DOT Warrensburg -- Parking Lot SH 5157 Warrensburg-Chestertown - DOT

Warrensburg -- Maintenance Area near I-87/Lake George-Warrensburg - DOT Warrensburg -- Warren County Storehouse Site

Warrensburg -- DEC Office-DEC Warrensburg-Warren County Residency on Rt. 9 Queensbury -- DOT properties – DOT





WASHINGTON

Dresden – Chubbs Dock Educational Programing Facility - DEC
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in the Adirondack Park



Number of Miles Classified



River	Wild	Scenic	Recreational



		Ampersand Brook

		8.6

		



		Ausable -- Main Branch

		

		21.7



		Ausable -- East Branch

		8.8

		25.2



		Ausable -- West Branch

		

		31.8



		Black

		6.8

		5.8



		Bog

		6.2

		



		Boreas

		11.4

		



		Bouquet

		

		42.7



		Bouquet -- North Fork

		5.9

		



		Bouquet -- South Fork

		5.0

		



		Blue Mountain Stream (Trib. of

		7.9

		





Middle Branch, Grasse River)





		Cedar

		13.5

		13.0

		10.4



		Cold

		

		14.5

		



		Deer

		

		5.7

		



		East Canada Creek

		

		19.3

		



		Grasse -- Middle Branch

		

		12.9

		



		Grasse -- North Branch

		

		25.4

		



		Grasse -- South Branch

		

		36.1

		4.2



		Hudson

		11.2

		11.8

		55.1



		Independence

Indian (Trib. of Hudson River) Indian (Trib. of Moose River --

South Branch)

		



15.1

		24.5

		7.5



		Jordan

		

		15.7

		



		Kunjamuk

		7.1

		9.1

		



		Long Pond Outlet

		

		16.3

		



		Marion

		

		4.4

		



		Moose -- Main Branch

		

		15.0

		11.0



		Moose – North Branch

		

		5.3

		11.6



		Moose -- South Branch Opalescent

		10.4

		33.6

		



		Oswegatchie -- Main Branch

		14.9

		

		



		Oswegatchie -- Middle Branch

		13.0

		22.7

		



		Oswegatchie -- West Branch

		

		7.2

		6.3



		Otter River

Ouluska Pass Brook

		2.3

		8.8

		



		Piseco Outlet Raquette

		3.8

		36.0

		51.6



		Red

		

		8.0

		



		Rock

		

		6.4

		1.3



		Round Lake Outlet

		

		2.4

		



		St. Regis -- East Branch

		

		15.4

		6.3



		St. Regis -- Main Branch

		

		15.6

		23.9



		St. Regis -- West Branch

		

		31.5

		5.5



		Sacandaga -- East Branch

		11.3

		

		12.6



		Sacandaga -- Main Branch

		

		

		28.5



		Sacandaga -- West Branch

		18.1

		

		16.6



		Salmon

		

		

		11.6



		Saranac

		

		

		62.7



		Schroon

		

		

		63.9



		West Canada Creek

		7.4

		17.1

		9.1



		West Canada Creek -- South Branch

		5.7

		

		9.1



		West Stony Creek

		7.4

		

		7.7



		TOTALS

		148.4

		487.2

		545.6







TOTAL MILES CLASSIFIED	1181.1

These mileage statistics include all designated rivers and therefore include 2362.2 miles of shoreline. Most recreational river shoreline and some wild and scenic river shoreline is privately owned.
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HIGHWAY CORRIDORS



Route	Terminal	Approximate Mileage



		I-87

		Northern Park Boundary to Southern Park Boundary

		91



		3

		Western Park Boundary to Northeastern Park Boundary

		107(a)



		8

		Southwest Park Boundary to Hague

		109



		9

		Northern Park Boundary to Southern Park Boundary

		92(b)



		9L

		Southeastern Park Boundary to Route 9

		13



		9N

		Southern Park Boundary to Keeseville

		124



		10

		Southern Park Boundary to Route 8

		23



		22

		Northern Park Boundary to Southern Park Boundary

		76(c)



		28

		Southwestern Park Boundary to Route 9

		100(d)



		28N

		Blue Mountain Lake to North Creek

		47(e)



		29A

		Southern Park Boundary to Southwestern Park Boundary

		18(f)



		30

		Northern Park Boundary to Southern Park Boundary

		151(g)



		56

		Northern Park Boundary to Sevey

		15



		58

		Western Park Boundary to Fine

		5



		458

		Northern Park Boundary to Route 30

		20



		73

		Route 9 to Route 86

		26(h)



		74

		Route 9 to Lake Champlain

		30



		86

		Jay to Route 30

		34



		149

		Southern Park Boundary to Southeastern Park Boundary

		5



		186

		Route 86 to Route 30 at Lake Clear

		4



		192A

		Route 192 to Route 86

		2



		287

		Western Park Boundary to Route 8

		6



		373

		Port Kent to Route 9

		3



		374

		Northern Park Boundary to Dannemora

		27



		418

		Warrensburg to Thurman

		3



		421

		Horseshoe Lake to Route 30

		6



		431

		Wilmington to Whiteface Summit

		8



		185

		Crown Point Bridge to Route 22

		4









Subtotal	1165 Miles

Minus dual designations	87

Total	1078 Miles

(a) includes 6 miles dually designated as Route 30

(b) includes 4 miles dually designated as Route 8 and 10 miles dually designated as Route 73

(c) includes 25 miles dually designated as Route 9N

(d) includes 11 miles dually designated as Route 30



(e) includes 9 miles dually designated as Route 30

(f) includes 5 miles dually designated as Route 10

(g) includes 9 miles dually designated as Route 8

(h) includes 2 miles dually designated as Route 9N





RAILROAD CORRIDORS



Area Description



Remsen-Lake Placid Corridor



The Remsen-Lake Placid Travel Corridor (RLPTC) is a railroad corridor that enters the southeast corner of the Adirondack Park from Remsen, New York. It includes state- owned parcels, and parcels to be acquired by the State within the corridor, approximately 119 miles long and traverses the following six counties and ten towns:



Oneida Co. – Remsen and Forestport Herkimer Co. – Webb

Hamilton Co. – Long Lake

St. Lawrence Co. – Piercefield and Colton

Franklin Co. – Tupper Lake, Santa Clara and Harrietstown Essex Co. – North Elba



The northern section of the railroad corridor passes through the Villages of Tupper Lake and Saranac Lake (as well as the communities of Saranac Inn and Lake Clear) before terminating in the Village of Lake Placid.



About 46 percent of the length of the corridor is flanked on at least one side by State Forest Preserve lands, and about 27 percent of the remaining length is flanked on at least one side by State conservation easement lands. From Old Forge to Tupper Lake, the route passes through some of the most remote territory in New York State. It forms part of the bounds of the Pigeon Lake, Five Ponds, William C. Whitney and Round Lake Wilderness Areas. It also traverses a portion of the Lows Lake Primitive Area and forms almost all of the southern border of the St. Regis Canoe Area. The remaining areas of Forest Preserve adjoining the route are classified Wild Forest, including the Black River, Fulton Chain, Independence River and Saranac Lakes Units.



The railbed, constructed in 1892 by William Seward Webb, was utilized continuously by the New York Central Railroad, and then the Penn Central Railroad, until freight service ceased in 1972. With the exception of a 3000-foot segment in the Village of Saranac Lake and the Lake Placid depot parcel, where there are railroad easements, the railroad corridor was purchased in fee by New York State in 1974 and 1975. In 1977, the State leased the line to the Adirondack Railway Corporation. After bankruptcy of the lessee, and following a long period of litigation, the State acquired the remainder of the lease in



1991. Geographically limited and intermittent scenic railroad service has occurred since 1992, but until that time trains had not traveled on the railroad corridor for more than a decade. The railroad corridor has been designated a snowmobile trail since the 1991- 1992 season.



This railroad corridor is generally 100 feet wide, but is wider in some locations, primarily within communities. State ownership terminates in the Village of Lake Placid at Station Street. The Remsen-Lake Placid Railroad was classified as a travel corridor in 1979.
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Potential Scenic Pull-offs TOWN	LOCATION

Bellmont	1 mile west of Owl's Head Bolton	Two on Federal Hill Road

Bolton	One on Coolidge Hill Road

Corinth	Approximately 0.5 miles east of Daly Creek Road and 0.1 miles north of West Mountain Road

Dannemora	0.5 miles west of Village of Dannemora on State Route 374 Dannemora	0.25 miles east of Merrill Road

Dannemora	2.75 miles northeast of Village of Dannemora on French Settlement Road

Dannemora	1 mile northeast of hamlet of Standish on road from Standish to Lyon Mountain

Ellenburg	Approximately 6.5 miles north of Upper Chateaugay Lake and approximately ¼ mile west of West Hill School

Essex	1.5 miles northeast of Whallonsburg on Christian Road

Essex	0.75 miles southwest of Whallon Bay (Lake Champlain) on Lake Shore Road

Fine	Approximately 1.25 miles south of hamlet of Fine Harrietstown	Approximately at intersection of State Routes 86 and 192-A Hopkinton	Whites Hill

Indian Lake	On State Route 30 overlooking Lake Abanakee

Indian Lake	2.5 miles east of Lake Abanakee overlooking Lake Snow Johnsburg	3 miles south of hamlet of North Creek

Johnsburg  3 miles south of North River on Barton Mine Road Johnsburg  Approximately 0.5 miles southeast of Bakers Mills Keene	Intersection of State Routes 73 and 9N

Lake Pleasant  On southeast shore of Lake Pleasant

Newcomb	On State Route 28N approximately 0.75 miles south of Campsite Road Newcomb	3 miles east of hamlet of Newcomb on State Route 28N



North Elba	0.5 miles east of Village of Lake Placid on State Route 86

North Elba	Near intersection of State Route 73 and Heart Lake Road in North Elba Ohio	Intersection of West Canada Creek Road and State Route 8 at hamlet

of Nobleboro

Santa Clara	Two miles west of Keese Mill on Keese Mills Road Santa Clara	On State Route 30 at Pelky Bay on Upper Saranac Lake

Saranac	3.25 miles east of Picketts Corners near Hardscrabble Road Saranac	2 miles southeast of hamlet of Saranac on Burnt Hill Road Saranac	At intersection of Chazy Lake Road and Chateaugay Branch of the

Delaware and Hudson Railroad

Saranac	Two miles northwest of Clayburg on Clayburg to Standish Road Tupper Lake	At intersection of road east of Sunmount Developmental Center and

State Routes 3 and 30

Tupper Lake	Approximately 1.5 miles west of the Railroad Station on State Route 3 Willsboro	1.5 miles south of Willsboro on County Route 22-M

Willsboro	4.5 miles northeast of Willsboro on County Route 27 on Willsboro Point Westport	4.0 miles north of Westport
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Illustrative Special Interest Areas SCENIC

Ampersand Mountain Summit Arab Mountain Summit

Azure Mountain Summit

Bald (Rondaxe) Mountain Summit Bar Mountain Summit

Black Mountain Peak Blue Mountain Summit Bog River Falls Bushnell's Falls Buttermilk Falls Cascade Falls

East Canada Falls Falls Brook

Fort Noble Mountain Hadley Mountain Summit Hanging Spear Falls High Falls

Historic Great Camps Hurricane Mountain Summit Indian Falls

Kane Mountain Summit Miller's Falls Opalescent Flume Paradise Bay

Poke-O-Moonshine Summit Prospect Mountain

Pulpit Rock Raquette Falls Red Rock Bay Rocky Falls

St. Regis Mountain Summit Sleeping Beauty

Sliding Rock Falls Twitchell Creek Gorge

Vanderwhacker Mountain Summit Wakely Mountain Summit

Wanika Falls

Whiteface Mountain Summit


GEOGRAPHICAL



AuSable River Delta Balanced Rock Chimney Mountain Colden Dike

Giant Mountain Slides Ice Cave Mountain McComb Mountain Slide Moose River Rock Dam Rainbow Lake Esker Rogers Rock

Round Mountain Exfoliating Dome Six Mile Creek Esker





HISTORIC

Axton Plantation Burnt Shanty Clearing

Fort George & Battleground French Louie's Camp Historic Great Camps

Mother Johnson's Boarding House Long Lake--Round Pond Canal Prospect Mountain Inclined R.R. Riparius Bridge

Rondeau's Hermitage Roosevelt Plaque

Scott's Pond Lumber Dam

Scott Clearing and Lumber Dam Lake Stevens Flume Route Valcour Island





NATURAL



Baxter Mountain Bloomingdale Bog Boreas Hardwood

Buckhorn Lake Hardwoods Chubb River Marsh Church Pond

Five Ponds Esker

Griffin Rapids Virgin Timber The Gulf



Moose River Plains Oseetah Lake Marsh Oswegatchie Plains Otter Pond Virgin Timber

Owl's Head--Red Pine Area Pharaoh Lake Red Pine Piseco Lake Hardwoods Pine Orchard

Pine Ridge


Peninsula Nature Trail Raquette River Delta South Inlet--Raquette Lake Tongue Mountain

Wanika Falls Hardwoods

Whiteface Mountain--Red Pine Area Whitehouse Hardwoods

Valcour Island
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Formerly Section 807, added L. 1971,

c. 706, Section 1; renumbered 816 and amended L. 1973, c.348, Section

I. Section 807 read as follows:



Section 807. Master Plan for management of State lands

	1.	In order to further carry out the purposes of this article as described in section eight hundred one, the agency shall prepare and submit to the governor for his approval on or before June first, nineteen hundred seventy-two a master plan, developed in consultation with the department of environmental conservation, for management of State lands, whether now owned or hereafter acquired, located in the Adirondack park. Such plan shall (1) classify such lands according to their characteristics and capacity to withstand use and provide general guidelines and criteria for the management and use of lands within such classifications, and (2) reflect the actual and projected uses of private lands within the park as those uses may be more fully characterized in the development of the land use and development plan provided for in section eight hundred five of this article.



	2.	Upon approval of such plan by the governor, the department of environmental conservation is hereby authorized and directed to develop, in consultation with the agency, individual management plans for units of land classified in the master plan and such management plans shall conform to the general guidelines and criteria set forth in the master plan. Until amended, the master plan for management of State lands and the individual management plans shall guide the development and


management of State lands in the Adirondack Park.



	3.	The master plan and the individual management plans shall be reviewed periodically and may be amended from time to time in the same manner as initially adopted, and when so amended shall as amended henceforth guide the development and management of State lands in the Adirondack Park.



	4.	The agency and department are hereby authorized to develop rules and regulations necessary, convenient or desirable to effectuate the purposes of this section.



In 1973, the legislature renumbered and then amended Section 807 to Section 816.
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1. The department of environmental conservation is hereby authorized and directed to develop, in consultation with the agency, individual management plans for units of land classified in the master plan for man- agement of State lands heretofore prepared by the agency in consultation with the department of environmental conservation and approved by the governor. Such management plans shall conform to the general guidelines and criteria set forth in the master plan. Until amended, the master plan for management of State lands and the individual management plans shall guide the development and management of State lands in the Adirondack Park.



2. The master plan and the individual management plans shall be



reviewed periodically and may be amended from time to time, and when so amended shall as amended henceforth guide the development and management of State lands in the Adirondack Park. Amendments to the master plan shall be prepared by the agency, in consultation with the department of environmental conservation, and submitted after public hearing to the governor for his approval.



3. The agency and department are hereby authorized to develop rules and regulations necessary, convenient or desirable to effectuate the purposes of this section.



Formerly Section 807, added L. 1971, c. 706, Section 1; renumbered

816 and amended L. 1973, c.348, Section I. Section 807 read as follows:



Section 807. Master Plan for management of State lands



	1.	In order to further carry out the purposes of this article as described in section eight hundred one, the agency shall prepare and submit to the governor for his approval on or before June first, nineteen hundred

seventy-two a master plan, developed in consultation with the department of en- vironmental conservation, for management of State lands, whether now owned or hereafter acquired, located in the Adirondack park. Such plan shall (1) classify such lands according to their characteristics and capacity to withstand use and provide general guidelines and criteria for the management and use of lands within such classifications, and (2) reflect the actual and projected uses of private lands within the park as those uses may be more fully characterized in the


development of the land use and development plan provided for in section eight hundred five of this article.



	2.	Upon approval of such plan by the governor, the department of environmental conservation is hereby authorized and directed to develop, in consultation with the agency, individual management plans for units of land classified in the master plan and such management plans shall conform to the general guidelines and criteria set forth in the master plan. Until amended, the master plan for management of State lands and the individual management plans shall guide the development and management of State lands in the Adirondack Park.



3.	The master plan and the individual management plans shall be reviewed periodically and may be amended from time to time in the same manner as initially adopted, and when so amended shall as amended henceforth guide the development and management of State lands in the Adirondack Park.



	4.	The agency and department are hereby authorized to develop rules and regulations necessary, convenient or desirable to effectuate the purposes of this section.
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		Name

		County (ies)

		Town (s)

		Acres



		Adirondack Mountain Reserve

(Ausable Club)

		

Essex

		

Keene, North Hudson

		

6,980



		Alderbrook Park

		Franklin

		Franklin

		1,158



		Bartlett Carry

		Franklin

		Harrietstown

		232



		Blue Mountain & Utowana Lakes

		Hamilton

		Indian Lake

		141



		Bluff Point

		Hamilton

		Indian Lake

		82



		Burton

		Essex

		Keene

		40



		Cedarlands Boy Scout Camp

		Hamilton

		Long Lake

		4,774



		Champion

		Franklin, Lewis, St. Lawrence

		8 Towns

		108,377



		Cranberry Forest

		St. Lawrence

		Clifton, Colton

		7,047



		Croghan

		Lewis

		Croghan, Watson

		12,695



		Raquette River North Conservation Fund (Raquette River)

		

St. Lawrence

		

Piercefield

		

13,549



		Deer Island (Upper Saranac Lake)

		Franklin

		Santa Clara

		41



		Denino

		Hamilton

		Indian Lake

		141



		Dillon Park/Sperry Pond

		Hamilton

		Long Lake

		15,651



		Silver LakeDreby

		St. Lawrence

		Clifton, Colton, Piercefield

		45101



		Eagle Nest

		Hamilton

		Indian Lake

		946



		Elk Lake Preserve

		Essex

		North Hudson

		1,565



		Finch Pruyn

		6 Counties

		25 Towns

		25,218



		Flat Rock Mountain

		Herkimer

		WebbOhio

		512



		Follensby Pond Area

		Franklin

		Harrietstown, Tupper Lake

		8,660



		Forked Lake

		Hamilton

		Long Lake

		235



		Franklin Falls

		Essex, Franklin

		Franklin, St. Armand

		3,682



		Grass River

		St. Lawrence

		Clare, Clifton, Colton

		49,776



		I-87 – Scenic Exit 23

		Warren

		Lake George

		6.3



		I-87 – Scenic Exit 24

		Warren

		Chestertown

		16.3







		I-87 – Scenic Exit 26

		Warren

		Chester

		4.4



		I-87 – Scenic Exit 27

		Essex

		Schroon

		4.1



		I-87 – Scenic Exit 28

		Essex

		Schroon

		18



		I-87 – Scenic Exit 29

		Essex

		North Hudson

		1.6



		I-87 – Scenic Exit 31

		Essex

		Westport

		75.2



		I-87 – Scenic Exit 32

		Essex

		Lewis

		115.2



		I-87 – Scenic Exit 33

		Essex

		Chesterfield

		35.3



		IP/Lyme Timber

		12 Counties

		36 Towns

		242,243



		John Brown Tract

		Herkimer, Lewis, Oneida

		Webb, Lyonsdale, Forestport

		3,078



		Lake Placid Shoreline

		Essex

		North Elba

		374



		Lassiter

		Clinton, St. Lawrence

		9 Towns

		38,627



		Long Pond Timber

		St. Lawrence

		Clare, Colton

		18,387



		Loon Pond

		Hamilton

		Long Lake

		2,041



		Lyons Falls Pulp & Paper

		Herkimer

		Ohio, Webb

		17,840



		Massawepie

		St. Lawrence

		Piercefield

		3,039



		Moshier Reservoir

		Herkimer

		Webb

		22



		Nehasane

		Hamilton, Herkimer

		Long Lake, Webb

		9,664



		Niagara Mohawk

		St. Lawrence

		Colton, Parishville, Piercefield

		8,475



		Norowal Marina (Bolton Town Boat Launch)

		Warren

		Bolton

		0.3



		North Lake

		Herkimer

		Ohio

		11,490



		Paul Smiths College

		Franklin

		Brighton, Harrietstown, Santa Clara

		7,694



		Pine Lake

		Hamilton

		Morehouse

		994



		Pollock

		Franklin

		Santa Clara

		1



		Raquette River South

		St. Lawrence

		Piercefield

		4,352



		Raquette River

		Franklin

		Harrietstown

		5,985



		Sabattis Land Company

		Hamilton, St. Lawrence

		Colton, Long Lake

		8241,629



		

Sable Highlands

		

Clinton, Franklin

		Bellmont, Dannemora, Ellenburg, Franklin, Saranac

		

84,000



		

Santa Clara

		

Franklin

		

Santa Clara

		

72,000



		Shell Rock

		Clinton

		Black Brook

		806



		Split Rock Farm

		Essex

		Essex

		394



		Sucker Lake

		St. Lawrence

		Fine

		2104









		Tahawus

		Essex

		Newcomb

		3,216



		Three Lakes

		Herkimer

		Webb

		3,350



		Tooley Pond

		St. Lawrence

		Clare, Clifton

		23,964



		Trophy Ridge

		Hamilton

		Long Lake

		2,589



		Yorkshire (Conifer)Conifer - Emporium

		

St. Lawrence

		Clifton, Colton, Piercefield

		

19,625194















Other Less Than Fee Interests



1) Nehasane, 1979

Herkimer County, Town of Webb

3,664 acres, subject to a 50-year estate retained by the Webb Family



2) Warrensburg Fish Hatchery

Warren County, Town of Warrensburg Right of Reversion



3) Crown Point Fish Hatchery

Essex County, Town of Crown Point Right of Reversion



4)  ​The Adirondack Mountain Reserve

Essex County, Towns of Keene, North Hudson 6,980 acres, Common Law Conservation Easement



5)  ​Blue Mountain & Utowana Lakes Hamilton County, Town of Indian Lake

141 acres, Common Law Conservation Easement

6)  ​Eagles Nest

Hamilton County, Indian Lake

946 acres, Common Law Conservation Easement

7)  ​Elk Lake Preserve

Essex County, Town of North Hudson

10,534 acres, Common Law Conservation Easement



8)  ​Nehasane

Hamilton and Herkimer Counties, Towns of Long Lake and Webb

11,064 acres, Common Law Conservation Easement



9)  I-87 Exit 23

Warren County, Town of Lake George

6.3 acres, Scenic Easement

10)  ​I-87 Exit 24

Warren County, Town of Chestertown

16.3 acres, Scenic Easement



11)  I-87 Exit 26

Warren County, Town of Chester

4.4 acres, Scenic Easement



12)  ​I-87 Exit 27

Essex County, Town of Schroon

4.1 acres, Scenic Easement



13)  ​I-87 Exit 28

Essex County, Town of Schroon 18 acres, Scenic Easement

14)  ​I-87 Exit 29

Essex County, Town of North Hudson

1.6 acres, Scenic Easement

15)  I-87 Exit 31

Essex County, Town of Westport

75.2 acres, Scenic Easement



16)  I-87 Exit 32

Essex County, Town of Lewis

115.2 acres, Scenic Easement



17)  ​I-87 Exit 33

Essex County, Town of Chesterfield

35.3 acres, Scenic Easement



* Not all of these lands are open to the public. Please contact the NYSDEC for additional information.



Public Fishing Rights Easements



County	Stream	Mileage*

Clinton	Alder Brook	0.17

Ausable River	0.15

Cold Brook	0.45

North Branch Great Chazy	1.01

North Branch Saranac River	4.58

Salmon River	3.38

Saranac River	3.27

True Brook	4.14

Unnamed Water	0.45

Essex	Ausable River	1.15

Boquet River	21.39

Chubb River	1.27

East Branch Ausable River	10.54

North Branch Boquet River	9.59

Putnam Creek	1.85

Schroon River	6.11

Spruce Mill Brook	3.59

West Branch Ausable River	3.78

Franklin	Alder Brook	0.20

Chateaugay River	1.16

Dexter Lake Outlet	0.32

East Branch Saint Regis River	2.43

Hatch Brook	0.53

Lake Ozonia Outlet	0.77

North Branch Saranac River	6.39

Salmon River	2.47

St. Regis River	2.72

Fulton	East Canada Creek	3.14

Sprite Creek	0.28

Herkimer	Black River	0.28

East Canada Creek	0.22

Little Black Creek	3.69

Trammel Creek	0.58

Unnamed Water	0.37

West Canada Creek	0.11

Lewis	Hogs Back Creek	0.21

Unnamed Water	0.52

Unnamed Water	0.21

West Branch Oswegatchie River	3.11





		Oneida

		Woodhull Creek

		0.40



		St. Lawrence

		Grasse River

		0.67



		

		Little River

		4.62



		

		North Branch Grasse River

		0.46



		

		St. Regis River

		0.79



		

		Twin Lake Stream

		1.36



		

		Unnamed Water

		0.49



		

		Unnamed Water

		0.29



		

		Unnamed Water

		0.46



		Warren

		Balm of Gilead

		0.02



		

		Hague Brook

		0.19



		

		Hudson River

		0.75



		

		Mill Creek

		4.22



		

		North Creek

		1.64



		

		Schroon River

		0.38



		

		West Brook

		0.24



		Total

		

		123.56 Miles









Mileage is calculated based upon easements held on each bank.



shaping of this important policy.

Sincerely,
Matthew Perry, President
Beavers: Wetlands & Wildlife

Beaversww.org
mperry63@gmail.com
(315) 796-2233

mailto:mperry63@gmail.com


Protect the Adirondacks 
PO Box 48, North Creek, NY 12853  518.251.2700 

www.protectadks.org   info@protectadks.org 
Like Us on Facebook and on Instagram/Threads @ProtectAdkPark  

Via Email 

November 19, 2024 

Megan Phillips 
Deputy Director of Planning 
Adirondack Park Agency 
PO Box 99 
Ray Brook, NY 12977 

RE: Comments on Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park 
State Land Master Plan 

Dear Ms. Phillips: 

Protect the Adirondacks (“PROTECT”) is pleased to submit these comments on 
the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan 
(“Master Plan”) prepared by the staff of the Adirondack Park Agency (“APA”).  

Introductory Comments 

PROTECT appreciates and commends the effort by APA staff to update and 
clarify parts of the Master Plan.  However, we are disappointed in the non-
transparent and inordinately hasty manner in which the proposed amendments 
were developed.  Despite the crucial role of the Master Plan in governing 
management of the Forest Preserve and the unprecedented changes embodied 
in several of the proposed amendments, the APA staff failed to hold any 
stakeholder meetings prior to bringing the amendments to the APA Board and 
releasing them for public comment. It is particularly regrettable that requests by 
PROTECT and other groups for meetings to discuss the proposed amendments 
prior to their release were rebuffed by APA staff. To the extent that APA staff 
were willing to briefly address the amendments at all, they did not provide any 
details about them and mischaracterized the amendments as minor.  In addition, 
for reasons that remain unclear, the proposed amendments were not first brought 
the APA Board’s State Land Committee for its review and input prior to being 
brought to the full APA Board.  In sum, the process followed by APA staff in 
developing the amendments falls far short of the open, transparent and measured 
consideration that is warranted when seeking to amend the Master Plan. 
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Regarding the proposed amendments themselves, PROTECT is particularly pleased by the effort 
to incorporate the requirements of the Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act 
(“CLCPA” or “Climate Act”) into planning and management of Forest Preserve lands, and we are 
hopeful that this indicates that APA will also incorporate the CLCPA requirements as part of its 
review of private land projects, as it is required to do. 
 
PROTECT supports the goal of increasing access to Forest Preserve recreational opportunities for 
persons with disabilities and welcomes the proposed addition of Master Plan provisions requiring 
inventory of existing accessible infrastructure and planning for expansion of accessible 
recreational opportunities during the Unit Management Plan (“UMP”) process. However, two of 
the proposed Master Plan amendments regarding accessibility are problematic.  First, the proposed 
change to the definition of “motor vehicle” to exclude Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices 
(“OPDMDs”) would, for the first time in the Adirondack Park’s history, open Wilderness, 
Primitive and Canoe areas to a vast array of motor vehicles including cars, trucks, ATVs, golf carts 
and Segways.  This proposed change would violate Article 14 of the New York State Constitution 
(the “Forever Wild” clause) and the Guidelines for Management and Use in the Master Plan. As 
discussed below, the proposed change is not required by the Americans With Disabilities Act 
(‘ADA”) because it would constitute a fundamental alteration in the recreational programs offered 
for these areas.   
 
Second, the proposed addition to the Master Plan of a provision delegating to the Department of 
Environmental Conservation (“DEC”) unfettered discretion to permit the use of OPDMDs is, at 
best, premature because DEC has no written policy concerning use of OPDMDs on Forest Preserve 
lands.  Moreover, granting DEC this authority without any guidelines or restrictions to govern its 
exercise would eliminate APA oversight of motor vehicle use on Forest Preserve lands in violation 
of both the Master Plan and the APA Act.  
 
PROTECT welcomes the effort to clarify and expand upon the Master Plan’s requirement that 
carrying capacity studies be conducted as part of the UMP process.  However, PROTECT suggests 
that the proposed amendments addressing carrying capacity be modified to clarify that protecting 
natural resources, not encouraging more recreational use, is the primary goal of a carrying capacity 
study and that carrying capacity studies are required for both lands and waters in the Forest 
Preserve.   
 
These issues, along with others, are discussed in detail below. 
 

Climate Change 
 
General Comments 
 
PROTECT applauds the APA staff for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate 
change impacts, planning, adaptation and resiliency into the Master Plan’s management 
prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters.  See SLMP Amendments Redline (“SLMP 
Redline”) at 13-14.  PROTECT is particularly gratified that the critical role of the “forever wild” 
Forest Preserve in providing large-scale carbon sequestration is being specifically acknowledged 
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in the draft amendments, and that the importance of the Forest Preserve in providing climate 
refugia and habitat connectivity for species of fish and wildlife is explicitly recognized.  Id.  
 
We note that the proposed amendments quote directly from section 7 of the CLCPA, stating that 
“[t]he Climate Act requires all state agencies to consider whether the issuance of permits or other 
approvals are ‘inconsistent with or will interfere with the attainment of the statewide greenhouse 
gas emissions limits established in Article 75 of the Environmental Conservation Law (ECL).’” 
SLMP Redline at 13.  PROTECT applauds APA staff’s inclusion of this critical CLCPA 
requirement; however, we must note that APA staff has thus far failed to comply with this 
requirement in its review of projects on private lands pursuant to the Adirondack Park land use 
and development plan (Executive Law § 805).  The most recent example is APA’s approval of the 
application by Barton Mines, LLC to expand its mining operations even though the application 
fails to include any analysis of the project’s current or projected emissions of greenhouse gases 
(“GHGs”) in violation of the CLCPA. We also see no indication that the APA is considering or 
complying with the goals of the CLCPA when proposing to expand motor vehicle use in the Forest 
Preserve, as it currently proposes to do, and as it did recently with its expansive interpretation of 
the “no material increase” provision in the Master Plan. 
 
Specific Comments 
 
Page 13 of the SLMP Redline includes the following proposed sentence: 
 

The Park includes abundant sources of clean freshwater and wetland habitats, 
as well as millions of acres of intact, Constitutionally-protected Forest Preserve 
to capture GHG emissions and offer resilience against extreme weather events.  
 

It is not technically accurate to state that the Forest Preserve captures GHG emissions.  Forests 
capture and store carbon, but do not capture other GHGs such as methane.  In addition, forests 
both sequester and store carbon.  “Carbon sequestration” refers to the active process of capturing 
carbon dioxide from the atmosphere and converting it to glucose during photosynthesis, while 
“carbon storage” refers to carbon being held in a tree as woody biomass by converting glucose to 
cellulose and lignin. PROTECT suggests that the above-quoted sentence be modified to state as 
follows: 
 

The Park includes abundant sources of clean freshwater and wetland habitats, 
as well as millions of acres of intact, Constitutionally-protected Forest 
Preserve that sequester and store carbon from the atmosphere and offer 
resilience against extreme weather events.  
 

Pages 13-14 include the following proposed sentences: 
 
Unit management plans should describe how the proposed management 
actions and alternatives analyses assess and plan for climate change 
vulnerabilities. For instance, right-sizing bridges and culverts and sustainable 
trail construction can help to safeguard investments in recreational 
infrastructure and prevent future environmental degradation. 
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It is important to make clear that right-sizing bridges and culverts and sustainable trail construction 
will be carried out within the strictures imposed by Article 14 of the New York State Constitution 
and the case law interpreting it.  Specifically, this proposed Master Plan language must make clear 
that right-sizing bridges and culvers and sustainable trail construction does not mean that 
unconstitutionally wide bridges or trails will be constructed or that constitutionally impermissible 
tree removal will occur.  PROTECT suggests the following language change to address this issue: 
 

Unit management plans should describe how the proposed management 
actions and alternatives analyses assess and plan for climate change 
vulnerabilities. For instance, right-sizing bridges and culverts and sustainable 
trail siting, design and construction, accomplished in conformance with 
constitutional and Master Plan restrictions, can help to safeguard 
investments in recreational infrastructure and prevent future environmental 
degradation.  

 
PROTECT supports the proposed addition to Unit Management Plan requirements of a description 
of how the proposed management actions and alternatives, when considered together, assess and 
plan for climate change vulnerabilities specific to the unit.  SLMP Redline at 12.  However, 
PROTECT suggests that the provision be modified to also address carbon emissions from motor 
vehicles.  We propose that the following paragraph be added at the end of the Climate Change 
section as follows: 
 

In accordance with the statewide goals for reduction of greenhouse gas 
emissions set forth in the Climate Change and Community Protection Act, 
unit management plans will evaluate the climate change-related impacts of 
any action involving the removal of trees or an increase in motor vehicle 
use.  

 
 
 

Accessibility 
 
General Comments 
 
Persons with disabilities have and should continue to have access to the Forest Preserve in a 
manner consistent with the “Forever Wild” clause of the New York State Constitution and the 
Guidelines for Management and Use for each of the land classifications in the Master Plan.		
PROTECT commends APA and the Department of Environmental Conservation (“DEC”) for their 
past and continuing efforts to expand and improve access for persons with disabilities to 
recreational opportunities in the Forest Preserve through creation of accessible trails, campgrounds, 
wildlife observation areas, boat launches and other recreation facilities.  In addition, opportunities 
for the use of motor vehicles in appropriate portions of the Forest Preserve by persons with 
disabilities has been and continues to be provided through Commissioner Policy 3, “Motorized 
Access Program for People With Disabilities” (“CP-3”).  It is important to note that these 
accommodations have been achieved by balancing compliance with the ADA with the 
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management restrictions imposed by Article 14 and the Master Plan.  However, two of the 
proposed Master Plan amendments significantly upset the careful balance that APA and DEC have 
previously achieved between ADA requirements on the one hand and constitutional and Master 
Plan mandates on the other.   
 
First, the proposal to exclude Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (“OPDMDs”) from the 
Master Plan’s definition of “motor vehicle” would, for the first time, allow a wide array of motor 
vehicles to potentially be used in Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe land classifications in violation 
of Article 14 and the Master Plan.  The Master Plan amendments propose the following definition 
for OPDMDs: 
 

Other Power Driven Mobility Device – consistent with applicable law and 
regulation, an OPDMD is currently defined as any mobility device powered by 
batteries, fuel, or other engines–– whether or not designed primarily for use by 
individuals with mobility disabilities––that is used by individuals with 
mobility disabilities for the purpose of locomotion, or any mobility device 
designed to operate in areas without defined pedestrian routes, but that is not a 
wheelchair. 
 

SLMP Redline at 21. 
 
This exceedingly broad definition includes all motor vehicles in the definition of OPDMDs, 
including cars, trucks, ATVs, golf carts, Segways, among others.  These motor vehicles are 
prohibited in Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe areas by Article 14 of the New York State 
Constitution, the Master Plan and DEC regulations.  See APA, Adirondack Park State Land Master 
Plan (Aug. 2019) (“Master Plan”) at 25, 31, 33; 6 NYCRR § 196.1.  See also Association for 
Protection of the Adirondacks, 228 AD 73, 81 (3d Dept. 1930), aff’d  253 NY 234 ((holding that 
the Adirondack Forest Preserve “must always retain the character of a wilderness”); Helms v. 
Diamond, 76 Misc.2d 253, 260 (Sup. Ct. Schenectady Co. 1973) (“The concept of prohibiting the 
use of motor vehicles, motorized equipment, motorboats and landing of aircraft in remote 
wilderness areas is not new.”). Thus, allowing motor vehicle use by persons with disabilities in 
Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe areas would fundamentally alter the recreational programs 
currently offered by DEC and, as discussed in detail below, neither the ADA nor the ADA 
implementing regulations require a public entity to offer motorized access where it would 
fundamentally alter the program offered by a public entity.   
 
Second, the proposed amendments purport to grant DEC unfettered authority to determine where 
the use of OPDMDs may be appropriate. and do not exclude such use in Wilderness, Primitive and 
Canoe areas.  This provision is ill-advised because the provision does not exclude such use in 
Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe areas and, moreover, DEC currently lacks any written policy 
governing use of OPDMDs on the Forest Preserve.   It is therefore unclear what standards or 
criteria are being or will be applied in determining whether and where such use is appropriate.  In 
addition, the proposed wholesale delegation of authority abdicates APA’s statutory obligation to 
determine whether DEC’s management of the Forest Preserve complies with Article 14 and the 
Master Plan.  See Executive Law § 816(1) (requiring DEC to prepare UMPs “in consultation with” 
APA and requiring that UMPs “shall conform to the general guidelines and criteria set forth in the 
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master plan”); Master Plan at 12 (requiring APA review of draft UMPs prepared by DEC); 
Memorandum of Understanding Between APA and DEC Concerning Implementation of the 
Master Plan for Management of State Lands in the Adirondack Park (March 2010) (“APA-DEC 
MOU”) at 3 (requiring “that any policy or guidance developed by [DEC] which impacts [APA] . . . 
shall be effective only if developed cooperatively and agreed to by both agencies”). 
 
Specific Comments 
 
The ADA Does Not Require Use of OPDMDs or Other Motor Vehicles Where Such Use 
Would “Fundamentally Alter” the State Program 
 
Title II of the ADA applies to State and local government entities and protects qualified individuals 
with disabilities from discrimination on the basis of disability in services, programs, and activities 
provided by State and local government entities.  42 USC § 12132.  The ADA directs the 
Department of Justice (“DOJ”) to promulgate implementing regulations for Title II and DOJ 
promulgated those regulations in 1991 and updated and revised the regulations in 2010.  28 Code 
of Federal Regulations (“CFR”) Part 35.   
 
Significantly, both the ADA and the DOJ implementing regulations specify that a public entity is 
not required to modify its programs or facilities if doing so would “fundamentally alter” the 
program or facility.  The ADA provides: 

 
Nothing in this chapter alters the provision of section 12182(b)(2)(A)(ii), 
specifying that reasonable modifications in policies, practices, or procedures shall 
be required, unless an entity can demonstrate that making such modifications in 
policies, practices, or procedures, including academic requirements in 
postsecondary education, would fundamentally alter the nature of the goods, 
services, facilities, privileges, advantages, or accommodations involved.  
 

42 USC § 12201(f); (emphasis added). 
 
The DOJ regulations echo this crucial statutory provision: 

A public entity shall make reasonable modifications in policies, practices, or 
procedures when the modifications are necessary to avoid discrimination on the 
basis of disability, unless the public entity can demonstrate that making the 
modifications would fundamentally alter the nature of the service, program, or 
activity. 

28 CFR § 35.130(b)(7)(i); (emphasis added). DOJ guidance and analysis of its implementing 
regulations reiterates that “an [OPDMD] can be excluded if a public entity can demonstrate that 
its use is unreasonable or will result in a fundamental alteration of the entity’s service, program, 
or activity” because “this exception is covered by the general reasonable modification requirement 
contained in § 35.130(b)(7)”.1 

	
1 Title II Regulations: 2010 Guidance and Section-by-Section Analysis, Appendix A to Part 35 – Guidance to 
Revisions to ADA Regulation on Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Disability in State and Local Government 
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The DOJ regulations provide additional specific guidance on when modification of existing 
facilities, such as existing hiking trails, is not required by the ADA: 

A public entity shall operate each service, program, or activity so that the 
service, program, or activity, when viewed in its entirety, is readily accessible 
to and usable by individuals with disabilities. This paragraph does not— 

(1) Necessarily require a public entity to make each of its existing facilities 
accessible to and usable by individuals with disabilities; 

(2) Require a public entity to take any action that would threaten or destroy the 
historic significance of an historic property; or 

(3) Require a public entity to take any action that it can demonstrate would 
result in a fundamental alteration in the nature of a service, program, or activity 
or in undue financial and administrative burdens, and that compliance with 
§35.150(a) of this part would result in such alteration or burdens.  

28 CFR § 35.150(a).  The regulations go on to specify the manner in which a public entity must 
demonstrate that compliance would fundamentally alter the offered service, program or activity. 

Allowing OPDMDs to be used in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas would fundamentally alter 
the recreational program offered because public motor vehicle use has been prohibited in those 
areas since their inception.  See Master Plan at 25, 31, 33.  As recognized in the final programmatic 
environmental impact statement (“Master Plan EIS”) governing amendments to the Master Plan, 
“Article XIV of the State Constitution places severe limitations on uses allowable in Forest 
Preserve.” Adirondack Park Agency, Final Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement 
Guidelines for Amending the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan (Feb. 1979) at 33. The 
Master Plan EIS also recognizes that: 

The very foundation of Wilderness is the guideline which prohibits motorized 
access by the public and severely restricts such access by the Department of 
Environmental Conservation. Alteration of this guideline to permit generalized 
use of motor vehicles or aircraft would destroy the character of wilderness, a 
cornerstone of the Master Plan. 

Id. at 31.  

The Master Plan EIS also makes clear that the prohibition of motor vehicles is crucial to the 
fundamental nature of Primitive and Canoe areas as well: 

The Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe classifications generally prohibit the use 
of motor vehicles, motorized equipment and aircraft. Any amendment to the 

	
Services”, available at https://www.ada.gov/law-and-regs/regulations/title-ii-2010-regulations/#section-35137-
mobility-devices. 
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Plan which would sanction such uses in these areas would severely diminish 
the Primitive character of those lands and should not be proposed. Noise 
intrusion is only one component of an area’s character. The mere knowledge 
that motorized access is permissible diminishes an area’s sense of remoteness. 

Id. at 35. 
 
The ADA also recognizes the incompatibility of motor vehicle use in federal Wilderness areas: 
 

Congress reaffirms that nothing in the Wilderness Act (16 U.S.C. 1131 et seq.) 
is to be construed as prohibiting the use of a wheelchair in a wilderness area 
by an individual whose disability requires use of a wheelchair, and consistent 
with the Wilderness Act no agency is required to provide any form of special 
treatment or accommodation, or to construct any facilities or modify any 
conditions of lands within a wilderness area in order to facilitate such use. 
 

42 USC § 122207(c)(1); (emphasis added).  See also U.S. Dept. of Agriculture, Forest Service, 
Accessibility Guidebook for Outdoor Recreation and Trails (Aug. 2012) at 6 (stating that “[a]n 
example of a fundamental alteration to a program would be allowing use of a motor vehicle in an 
area not designated for motorized-vehicle use.”); id. at 8 (recognizing that “[a]llowing motor 
vehicles in a nonmotorized area would be a fundamental alteration of the recreation program for 
that area.”). 
 
It is therefore evident that allowing use of OPDMDs in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas would 
fundamentally alter the recreational programs offered in these areas and is therefore not required 
by either the ADA or the DOJ implementing regulations.  Indeed, the judicial settlement in 
Galusha v. New York State Department of Environmental Conservation, a case initiated by persons 
with disabilities under the ADA, implicitly recognized this key fact by not requiring any new 
motorized access by persons with disabilities to Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.  A copy of 
the Galusha consent decree is annexed as Exhibit A. 
 
OPDMD Use Should be Addressed Through Amendments to CP-3 
 
To the extent that OPDMDs may be allowable or appropriate in Forest Preserve land use 
classifications other than Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe, the appropriateness of such use should 
be addressed by DEC, in consultation with APA, modifying CP-3 to address OPDMDs and not by 
amending the Master Plan.  CP-3 already provides an ADA-compliant framework for limited 
operation by persons with disabilities of motor vehicles on certain Forest Preserve lands, and that 
is the appropriate method for addressing this issue.  CP-3 should be amended to make clear that 
OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities, that OPDMD use will not be allowed in 
Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas, and that the decision whether or not to allow OPDMD use 
in other land classifications will be based on the DOJ regulatory criteria for evaluating the 
appropriateness of OPDMD use.  See 28 CFR § 35.137(b)(2) (setting forth five factors to be use 
in determining whether to permit OPDMD use ‘in a specific facility,” including the type, size, 
weight and speed of the device, the volume of pedestrian traffic, the facility’s design and 
operational characteristics, whether the device can be safely operated at the facility and whether 
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such operation creates a substantial risk of serious harm to the immediate environment or natural 
or cultural resources. 
 
We understand that these DOJ factors have been mistakenly interpreted by DEC as the factors to 
be applied in determining whether allowing OPDMD use will constitute a “fundamental alteration” 
of the program.  In fact, as discussed above, whether a proposed modification of a state entity’s 
program would constitute a “fundamental alteration” of the program is a question of state law.  
Moreover, the DOJ regulations clearly state that the factors apply to “a specific facility,” not to a 
program offered by a public entity.  Id.  Thus, if a public entity determines that it can modify its 
policies to potentially allow the use of OPDMDs without “fundamentally alter[ing] the nature of 
the service, program, or activity,” it must then apply the assessment factors in Section 35.137(b)(2) 
to determine “whether a particular [OPDMD] can be allowed in a specific facility.”  
  
Accordingly, APA and DEC need to first evaluate the nature of the existing programs provided by 
the various Forest Preserve land classifications to determine whether allowing OPDMDs would 
fundamentally alter those programs. Then, if it is determined that there are some land 
classifications where OPDMDs could be used without fundamentally altering the nature of the 
program, then the assessment factors would be applied to assess which specific OPDMDs can be 
used under what circumstances and in which locations and land classifications.  
 
PROTECT understands, based on comments made by DEC staff at a recent meeting of the Forest 
Preserve Advisory Committee (October 18, 2024), that DEC believes that the ADA requires that 
requests to use OPDMDs on Forest Preserve lands must be handled on an individual, case-by-case 
basis and that broad policies applying to specific Forest Preserve land use classifications are 
impermissible.  This is incorrect.  To the contrary, the ADA regulations require that persons with 
disabilities be provided with advance notice of where OPDMD use is permissible.  See 28 CFR § 
35-106 (“A public entity shall make available . . . information regarding the provisions of this part 
and its applicability to the services, programs, or activities of the public entity . . . .) (emphasis 
added). 
 
In fact, the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation (“OPRHP”) has 
already adopted a broad policy on OPDMD use at OPRHP facilities.  See OPR-POL-024, Use of 
Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices in Outdoor Areas of New York State Parks & Historic Sites 
(April 1, 2022) (“OPRHP Policy”), annexed as Exhibit B.  The OPRHP Policy sets forth size, 
weight, speed, noise and emission standards for OPDMD use in different land use classifications 
managed by OPRHP and specifies that “OPDMDs equipped with gas-fueled engines will largely 
be prohibited in many park settings.”  Id.   
 
Many other state land management agencies have also issued OPDMD policies including 
California (establishing size, weight, speed, noise and emissions standards for OPDMD use and 
identifying trail and road categories where such use is permitted); Illinois (specifying areas where 
OPDMDs may and may not be used); Michigan (identifying types of OPDMDs that may be used 
in specified types of facilities, roads and trails); New Hampshire (specifying the type, dimensions 
of weight of OPDMDs that may be used and areas where such use is permitted); Pennsylvania 
(listing land use classifications where OPDMD is allowed or prohibited); Vermont (providing that 
district teams will assess where OPDMD use is allowable and develop a list of roads and trails 
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open to such use); and Wisconsin (providing for assessment of state-owned lands to determine 
where PDMDs can be used safely while maintaining resource protection).   
 
Following the lead of OPRHP and other state land management agencies by amending CP-3 to 
address OPDMD use will obviate the need for any amendments to the Master Plan to specifically 
address use of OPDMDs on Forest Preserve lands. Providing DEC with unfettered discretion to 
determine where OPDMDs may be used, as proposed in the Master Plan amendments, needlessly 
creates an open-ended and obscure process for addressing this issue, particularly since the 
proposed amendments fail to identify the factors that the ADA regulations require be evaluated by 
a state agency in determining whether to permit OPDMD use.   
 
PROTECT offers the following additional comments concerning the specific accessibility-related 
proposed language: 
 
SLMP Redline at 10: PROTECT supports adding “an inventory of existing structures and 
improvements that are consistent with the applicable federal accessibility standards for buildings, 
sites, and outdoor recreation facilities” to the requirements for Unit Management Plans (“UMPs”). 
 
SLMP Redline at 12:  PROTECT supports the inclusion in UMPs of “the identification of 
management actions to improve access to and enjoyment of the unit’s lands and waters by persons 
with disabilities.” 
 
SLMP Redline at 13: PROTECT supports adding a new section labelled “Accessibility;” supports 
inclusion of the first two paragraphs in that section summarizing ADA requirements and DEC’s 
reliance on ADA and ABA standards for designing, constructing and altering facilities; and 
supports the first sentence in the third paragraph acknowledging that wheelchairs are permitted 
anywhere that pedestrian access is permitted.   
 
PROTECT opposes inclusion of the final sentence in the third paragraph, stating that “the DEC is 
responsible for interpreting federal regulations and guidance to determine where the use of Other 
Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) may be appropriate.” PROTECT opposes inclusion 
of this sentence because it will be rendered unnecessary by DEC’s amendment of CP-3 to address 
OPDMD use.  In any event, DEC is not “responsible for interpreting federal regulations and 
guidance” under the ADA; the DOJ is the sole agency vested with responsibility for interpreting 
ADA Title II and for promulgating regulations and guidance for Title II.  See 42 USC § 12134.  
Thus, while DEC is responsible for applying ADA’s implementing regulations and guidance, the 
Department is not responsible for interpreting them as incorrectly stated.  Second, as currently 
written, the sentence appears to grant DEC unfettered discretion to determine where and under 
what circumstances OPDMD use may be allowed on Forest Preserve lands, even though DEC 
currently has no written policy on OPDMD use.  Moreover, the proposed language effectively 
eliminates any oversight or input by APA, which is contrary to both the APA Act and the Master 
Plan.  See Executive Law § 816(1); Master Plan at 12; APA-DEC MOU at 3. 
 
SLMP Redline at 20:  APA proposes to amend the definition of “motor vehicle” by adding the 
phrase, “but does not include wheelchairs or other power driven mobility devices.”  PROTECT 
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supports excluding wheelchairs from the definition of “motor vehicle” but opposes excluding 
OPDMDs from that definition. The federal definition of OPDMD includes: 
 

any mobility device powered by batteries, fuel, or other engines––whether or 
not designed primarily for use by individuals with mobility disabilities––that 
is used by individuals with mobility disabilities for the purpose of locomotion, 
including golf cars, electronic personal assistance mobility devices (EPAMDs), 
such as the Segway® PT, or any mobility device designed to operate in areas 
without defined pedestrian routes, but that is not a wheelchair within the 
meaning of this section. 

 
28 CFR § 35.104. Thus, OPDMDs can include, among other things, cars, trucks, and ATVs that 
are used by persons with a disability for locomotion.  This would fundamentally alter the Master 
Plan’s definition of “motor vehicle” and open the door to motor vehicle use in Wilderness, 
Primitive and Canoe areas in contravention of Article 14 and the Master Plan.  
 
SLMP Redline at 21:  PROTECT opposes the addition of a definition for OPDMDs. As discussed 
above, the appropriate way to address OPDMD use, and the specific types of devices that qualify 
as OPDMDs, is for DEC, in consultation with APA, to modify CP-3 to address such use.  That 
approach would render addition of this definition unnecessary. 
 
SLMP Redline at 23:  PROTECT supports adding a definition of “wheelchair” as proposed. 
 

Carrying Capacity 
 
PROTECT applauds APA for proposing to expand on and further explain the Master Plan’s 
directive that carrying capacity studies be included in all UMPs.  The amendments include two 
new paragraphs that seek to define the parameters of carrying capacity studies and to describe the 
interplay between carrying capacity and visitor use management (“VUM”).  SLMP Redline at 11.  
This effort is especially noteworthy in light of DEC’s current VUM project for the High Peaks 
Wilderness Complex.  Nevertheless, the proposed amendments may be confusing and misleading 
to the extent that they appear to equate VUM with carrying capacity.  Specifically, carrying 
capacity is the assessment, measurement and prescription of the type of resource and social 
conditions in a particular area that can be sustained without adverse impacts to natural resources 
and the visitor experience, while VUM is one tool that can be used to compare on-the-ground 
conditions with carrying capacity and identify management actions needed to maintain or restore 
the desired conditions.   
 
Given the importance of this issue, PROTECT offers the following line-by-line comments and 
proposed changes: 
 
“Carrying capacity assessments are prescribed throughout this document.”  This is a correct 
statement but should be clarified to state as follows:  “Carrying capacity assessments for both 
Forest Preserve lands and waters are prescribed throughout this document.”. 
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“Fulfilling this requirement must include establishing desired conditions; indicators; thresholds 
for resource, social and managerial conditions; monitoring; and adaptive management.”  
PROTECT suggests that it would be helpful and informative to precede this sentence with a brief 
explanation of carrying capacity, as follows: 
 
The scientific underpinning of carrying capacity is that land and water natural resources 
have limits to the amount and type of recreational use that they can withstand before adverse 
impacts occur.  These adverse impacts include (i) unsustainable changes in natural biological 
and ecological conditions, characteristics and processes; (ii) unacceptable and undesirable 
changes in the quality of the recreational experience; and (iii) undesirable, unsafe or 
unsustainable conditions in the management of recreational lands and facilities. 
 
The current proposed sentence should then be modified to read: 
 
Fulfilling the requirement for carrying capacity studies must include establishing desired 
conditions for both land and water resources; indicators; thresholds for resource, social and 
managerial conditions; monitoring; and adaptive management.”  
 
“Levels of time and resources to fulfill this commitment should be proportional to the significance 
of impacts.” The purpose of a carrying capacity study is to, among other things, determine the 
significance of impacts.  Making assumptions about the significance of impacts—and restricting 
levels of time and resources based on those assumptions—prior to completing a carrying capacity 
study is premature and prejudges the outcome of the study.  This sentence should therefore be 
removed.  
  
“Carrying capacity has been a concept for determining how many people could use a given 
recreational setting before impacts are unacceptable.”  This is an incomplete characterization of 
carrying capacity and will be unnecessary if the explanatory language proposed above is adopted.  
This sentence should therefore be removed. 
	
“However, establishing a number of visitors is only one strategy to protect resources and 
experiences, while allowing for recreational use.”		This sentence could be read to imply that the 
primary focus and goal in visitor use management should be recreational use by visitors rather than 
protection of physical and biological natural resources.  PROTECT proposes clarifying this 
sentence as follows: 
 
However, establishing a number of visitors is only one strategy to protect resources and 
experiences, while allowing for recreational use.  Regardless of the strategy adopted, the 
paramount goal must always be protection of physical and biological resources and ensuring 
that those resources are not degraded. 
	
“Additional visitor use management strategies exist, including, but not limited to, changing visitor 
behavior, modifying where and when use occurs, or building facilities that can accommodate 
heavy use.”  As with the preceding sentence discussed above, this sentence could be read to imply 
that the focus of VUM is recreational use rather than protection of natural resources. Also, VUM 
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is an ongoing process and the particular strategies used for VUM should not be prescribed in 
advance.  PROTECT proposes clarifying this sentence as follows: 
 
Additional visitor use management strategies exist, including, but not limited to, changing visitor 
behavior, modifying where and when use occurs, or building facilities that can accommodate 
reasonable public use.  However, the focus and overriding goal of visitor use management 
must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not 
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the 
limit that a particular land or water management unit can withstand. 
 

Elimination of Deadlines 
 
The proposed amendments would remove the deadlines set forth in the Master Plan for completion 
of UMPS (SLMP Redline at 12); removal on non-conforming structures and improvements from 
Wilderness areas (SLMP Redline at 24, 26); removal of non-conforming structures and 
improvements from Primitive areas (SLMP Redline at 31, 33); and removal of non-conforming 
structures and improvements from Wild Forest areas (SLMP Redline at 38).  PROTECT opposes 
removal of the deadlines.  Although these deadlines have passed, it is important to retain them in 
the Master Plan to demonstrate the urgency with which the drafters of the Master Plan viewed 
these actions, to show that completion of UMPs and removal of non-conforming uses and 
structures was to be accomplished promptly, and to place DEC’s progress (or lack thereof) in 
completing these actions in historical context.  Maintaining the original dates also supports the 
need for increasing DEC staff levels to address these long-overdue actions. 
 

Use of Motor Vehicles After the Phase-Out Period 
 
The proposed amendments would eliminate the three-year period after land classification during 
which motor vehicle use by DEC is permissible for the purpose of removing non-conforming 
structures or improvements.  SLMP Redline at 28.  PROTECT supports this proposed amendment 
provided that the following clarifying language is included: 
 

Irrespective of the above or any other guidelines in this master plan, use of motor 
vehicles by administrative personnel to remove non-conforming structures or 
improvements after the phase-out period will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis 
by the Agency. This work must occur during the off-peak seasons, and will not 
involve the cutting of trees, removal of boulders, alteration of existing terrain, 
the maintenance, reconstruction or rehabilitation of existing roads, or the 
construction of new roads.  
 

PROTECT opposes the proposed removal of the existing language providing that maintenance of 
roads and trails utilized for removal of non-conforming uses will be curtailed and efforts made to 
encourage revegetation with lower forms of vegetation to permit their conversion to foot trails and, 
where appropriate, horse trails.  SLMP Redline at 28.  Removal of this provision implies that DEC 
will be allowed to continue to maintain and clear such roads and trails regardless of whether such 
maintenance and clearing is authorized by a UMP.  This provision should remain in the Master 
Plan. 
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Beaver Control Structures 

 
The proposed amendments add a new definition of “beaver control structure” and authorize the 
placement of such structures in several Forest Preserve land classifications.  PROTECT opposes 
these new provisions.  Although PROTECT understands that there are times when beaver activity 
on Forest Preserve lands may flood trails or other recreational infrastructure or facilities, the 
installation of intrusive man-made structures to limit or control such flooding is neither appropriate 
nor desirable in all Forest Preserve land use classifications. 
 
Definition:  The amendments propose to add the following definition: 
 

Beaver Control Structure – a device used to reduce impacts to human infrastructure 
caused by beavers while maintaining suitable habitat for beavers. Beaver control 
structures maintain water flow or regulate water levels.  
 

SLMP Redline at 19. 
	
The proposed definition of “beaver control structure” is problematic in several respects.  First, this 
is not a term in general use by DEC or other natural resource agencies.  DEC uses the term “Water 
Level Control Structure” (WLCD), which is a device to “keep beaver away from [the WLCD] 
intakes and regulate the water level in the [beaver] pond.” NYSDEC, Beaver Damage Control 
Techniques Manual (April 1996) at 11.   The proposed definition would encompass not only 
WLCDs but also other structures that are not identified.  It is therefore unclear what types of 
structures other than WLCDs are included in the proposed definition. 
 
The definition also fails to specify size limitations for such structures or the types of materials that 
may be used for those structures.  These are particularly significant omissions because WLCDs 
can be very large, are usually easily visible, and are normally constructed of PVC piping, 
polyethylene tubing, corrugated steel pipe or welded wire cylinders.  Id. at 12.   
 
Authorization of Structures:  The proposed amendments authorize the installation of beaver control 
structures in Wilderness, Primitive and Wild Forest land classifications.  However, these 
provisions are internally inconsistent and do not align with the definitions and guidelines for 
management and use for land classifications in the Master Plan.   
 
As noted above, it is unclear what types of structures in addition to WLCDs are authorized by the 
definition of “beaver control structure,” and it is therefore impossible to fully assess the 
compliance of such structures with Master Plan requirements.  However, even if the definition was 
limited to WLCDs, those devices are inappropriate in Wilderness and Primitive areas.  A 
Wilderness area “is an area where the earth and its community of life are untrammeled by man . . . 
[and] is further defined to mean an area of state land or water having a primeval character, without 
significant improvement . . . and which . . . generally appears to have been affected primarily by 
the forces of nature, with the imprint of man’s work substantially unnoticeable.”  Master Plan at 
22.  Furthermore, the Master Plan specifies that “[t]he primary wilderness management guideline 
will be to achieve and perpetuate a natural plant and animal community where man’s influence is 
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not apparent.”  Id.  As noted above, WLCDs can be very large, are usually easily visible, and are 
normally constructed of PVC piping, polyethylene tubing, corrugated steel pipe or welded wire 
cylinders.  This type of intrusive man-made structure is inconsistent with the Master Plan’s 
definition of Wilderness and the primary management guideline and should not be allowed.  For 
the same reasons, beaver control structures should not be permitted in Primitive areas, which are 
“[e]ssentially wilderness in character” and where “[t]he primary primitive management guideline 
will be to achieve and maintain in each designated primitive area a condition as close to wilderness 
as possible, so as to perpetuate a natural plant and animal community where man's influence is 
relatively unapparent.”  Id. at 28-29.   
 
Moreover, it is unclear why the circumstances in which such structures may be installed differ 
significantly between land classifications.  Adding to these inconsistencies is the fact that the 
proposed amendments do not allow beaver control structures to be installed in Intensive Use areas, 
“where the state provides facilities for intensive forms of outdoor recreation by the public.”  Id. at 
41.  Thus, the provisions concerning beaver control structures should be either withdrawn, 
redrafted and released for further public comment or removed entirely. 
 
 

Miscellaneous Provisions 
 
PROTECT supports the proposed addition of species of special concern to the definition of 
“wildlife management structure.”  SLMP Redline at 23. 
 
PROTECT supports the addition of horse mounting platforms constructed of natural materials to 
the list of permissible structures in Wilderness areas.  SLMP Redline at 26. 
 
PROTECT supports the addition of bicycle trails to the list of permissible improvements in Wild 
Forest areas.  SLMP Redline at 39. 
 
PROTECT supports the technical language changes to the description of Historic areas.  SLMP 
Redline at 48-49. 
 
PROTECT suggests that the opening quote of the SLMP include the following words from S. H. 
Hammond (1857) speaking about the Adirondacks before the Adirondack Park was created: 
 

Civilization is pushing its way even towards this wild and, for all agricultural purposes, 
sterile region . . . When that time shall have arrived, where shall we go to find the woods, 
the wild things, the old forests, and hear the sounds which belong to nature in its primeval 
state? Whither shall we flee from civilization, to take off the harness and be free, for a 
season, from the restraints, the conventionalities of society, and rest from the hard struggles, 
the cares and toils, the strifes and competitions of life? Had I my way, I would mark out a 
circle of a hundred miles in diameter, and throw around it the protecting aegis of the 
constitution. I would make it a forest forever. It should be a misdemeanor to chop down a 
tree, and a felony to clear an acre within its boundaries. The old woods should stand here 
always as God made them, growing on until the earthworm ate away their roots, and the 
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strong winds hurled them to the ground, and new woods should be permitted to supply the 
place of the old so long as the earth remained. . .  

Conclusion 

On behalf of the Board of Directors of Protect the Adirondacks, please accept our gratitude for the 
opportunity to share our comments on the proposed amendments to the Master Plan. 

Sincerely, 

Christopher Amato 
Conservation Director and Counsel 

enc. 

cc:  Barbara Rice, Executive. Director (via email) 
Damion Stodola, Esq.. Counsel. (via email)	



 
 
 
 
 

EXHIBIT A 



UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 

THEODOREE.GALUSHA,TEENA 
WILLARD, and WILLIAM SEARLES 

Plaintiffs, 

- against-

NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION, 
JOHN P. CAHILL, sued herein in his official 
capacity as Commissioner of the New York 
State Department of EnvironmentaJ 
Conservation, ADIRONDACK PARK 
AGENCY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, 
DANIEL T. FITTS, sued herein in his official 
capacity as Chairman of the Adirondack Park 
Agency of the State of New York, GEORGE E. 
PATAKI, sued herein as Governor of the State 
of New York, JOHN DOE, Individually, and 
STATE OF NEW YORK, 

Defendants, 

- and-

ADIRONDACK-COUNCIL, ADIRONDACK 
MOUNTAIN CLUB, RESIDENTS • 
COMMITTEE TO PROTECT THE 
ADIRONDACKS, ENVIRONMENT AL 
ADVOCATES, ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
PROTECTION OF THE ADIRONDACKS, 
GRAHAM L. COX, LISA M. GENIER, 
DEBRA HAMILTON and EARNEST B. 
LaPRAIRIE, 

Intervenor-Defendants. 

CONSENT DECREE 

Civil Action 
No. 98-CV-1117 
(LEK-RWS) 
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Plaintiffs Theodore E. Galusha, Teena Willard and William Searles ("Plaintiffs'') and 

Defendants New York State, New York State Department of Environmental Conservation, 

Adirondack Park Agency of the State ofNew York, John P. Cahill, in his official capacity as 

Commissioner of the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation ("DEC''), 

Daniel T. Fitts, in his official capacity as Executive Director of the Adirondack Park Agency 

("APA") of the State ofNew York, and George E. Pataki, as Governor of the State ofNew York, 

(hereinafter collectively "Defendants"), and Intervenor-Defendants Adirondack Mountain Club, 

Inc., Adirondack Council, Residents' Committee to Protect the Adirondacks, Environmental 

Advocates, Association for the Protection of the Adirondacks, Graham L. Cox, Lisa M. Genier, 

Debra Hamilton, and Ernest B. LaPrairie (collectively "Intervenor-Defendants") hereby agree as 

follows: 

WHEREAS the Defendants are charged by Article XIV of the New York State 

Constitution, statute, regulation and the Adirondack Park and Catskill Park State Land Master 

Plans ("SLMJ>s'') to act as stewards and, in the case of DEC, land manager for the Forest 

Preserve within the constraints of New Yoi:-k State Constitution Article XIV' s "forever wild" 

provision and the SLMP land classification system and to act in accordance with all applicable 

state and federal law; 

WHEREAS Plaintiffs have commenced an action under Title II of the Americans with 

Disabilities Act ("ADA"), 42 U.S.C. § 12132 et seq. and 42 U.S.C. §' 1983, alleging that 
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Plaintiffs have been discriminate_d against, and seeking motor vehicle access in various locations 

in the Adirondack Forest Preserve; 

WHEREAS Plaintiffs seek injunctive relief, compens·atory and punitive damages and 

attorneys' fees in this action; 

WHEREAS Defendants and Intervenor-Defendants have denied Plaintiffs' allegations 

and asserted, inter a/ia, that neither the ADA nor 42 U.S.C. § 1983 requires motor vehicle access 

to recreational programs on any state lands, particularly state lands located in the Forest Preserve; 

\VHEREAS the Defendants affirm their commitment to provide reasonable access to 

recreational programs within the Forest Preserve for persons with disabilities; 

WHEREAS the Defendants have the legal obligation and authority to determine whether, 

where and in what manner reasonable access to recreational programs within the Forest Preserve 

for persons wjth disabilities, particularly mobibty-related impairments, shall exist; 

WHEREAS Defendants recognize the importance of incorporating the needs and 

perspectives of persons with disabilities into the unit management planning process; 

WHEREAS the parties wish to resolve the instant lawsuit in an equitable manner and to 

avoid potentially lengthy and costly litigation; and 
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WHEREAS the ~ourt has considered the matter and issues; 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED AND DECREED AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION I. Description of Settlement 

In consideration of Plaintiffs' (1) agreement to discontinue the instant litigation with 

prejudice and settle any and all claims under the A.DA and 42 U.S.C. § 1983 raised, or that could 

have been raised, in the complaint against the Defendants concerning any matter relating to the 

Adirondack Forest Preserve and/or any other State Forest Preserve including, but not limited to 

motorized access at locations in the Forest Preserve by persons with disabilities, and compliance 

in any manner with the ADA; (2) agreement to discontinue all claims for attorney's fees, except 

as otherwise set forth in paragraph H of Section ill of this Consent Decree; and (3) representation 

that they presently know of no other actual or potential causes of action that they have or may 

have against the State of New York, its departments, employees, agents or elected officials for 

anything whatsoever, Defendants agree to provide the following: 

A. Expedited UMPs. DEC and AP A commit to develop and process Unit Management 

Plans ("UMPs") for Wild Forest areas within the Adirondack Forest Preserve and on other state 

lands, consistent with all applicable law as follows: 

1. DEC will prepare and submit amendments to existing UMPs and supporting 

SEQRA documentation in final fonn to include provisions as set forth in this Consent Decree, to 
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the AP A for commencement of the public review process for the following Units within six 

months of the entry of this Consent Decree: 

Aldrich Pond Wild Forest 
Black River Wild Forest 
Cranbeny Lake Wild Forest 
Fulton Chain Wild Forest 
Grasse River Wild Forest 
Hammond Pond Wild Forest 
Independence River Wild Forest 

2. DEC will prepare and submit draft UMPs and supporting SEQRA 

documentation in final form to include provisions as set forth in this Consent Decree, to the AP A 

for commencement of the public review process for the following Units within eighteen ( 18) 

months of the entry of this Consent Decree: 

Lake George Wild Forest 
Horseshoe Lal<.e Wild Forest 
Wilcox Lake Wild Forest 
Moose River Wild Forest 
Shaker Mountain Wild Forest 
Vanderwacker Wild Forest 

3. DEC will involve representatives of the New York State Independent Living 

Center Council, Inc. and/or Eastern Paralyzed Veterans Association, and other persons with 

disabilities, in unit management planning, and will consider recreational opportunities for 

persons with disabilities in the course of developing all future UMPs. 
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B. Capital Projects. DEC will implement, over a five-year period following entry of this 

Consent Decree, capital projects to enhance accessibility to recreational programs for persons 

with disabilities within certain areas classified as Wild Forest, Intensive Use and Historic within 

the Forest Preserve, as well as locations outside the Forest Preserve, as set forth and described in 

Exhibits C, D, E, F and G lapproximate cost of$ 4.312 million] . Insofar as any such project 

constitutes a new facility, otherwise applicable permit or review requirements shall not be 

superseded or made inapplicable by this Consent Decree. As set forth in more detail in Exhibits 

C, D, E, F and G, the capital projects include constructing and/or improving parking, restroom 

and showering.facilities, access to fishing opportunities, campgrounds, picnic areas, recreational 

trails, equestrian mounting platforms, boat launches, signage, promotional materials and ro_ad 

rehabilitation. In addition, DEC will commit to upgrade the Warrensburg DEC Sub-office to 

ADA Accessibility Guidelines ("ADAAG") and/or appropriate New York State Uniform Fire 

Prevention and Building Code provisions. [approximate cost of $350,000] 

C. Expanded Motorized Access to Programs in the Forest Preserve. 

1. As described in Exhibit A, DEC will propose, and DEC and AP A will support 

through the UMP amendment process, motor vehicle access for persons with disabilities holding 

permits under Policy CP-3, subject to closure for seasonal conditions in the discretion of DEC as 

land manager for the Forest Preserve, including reasonable closure for environmental and/or 

public safety reasons, at the following locations, for access to the programs listed below: 

UMP Road Name Miles ProE!Tam 

Indep. River Mount Tom 4.7 Wildlife Observation 
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Hunting 
Indep. River Branaugh 0.25 Camping 

Hunting 
Swimming 

Lake George Bear Slide 0.97 Fishing 
Wilcox Lake Fishpond (Upper) 2.10 Fishing 
Moose River Mitchell Pond 1.77 Camping 

Fishing 
Moose River Helldiver Pond 0.50 Hunting 

Fishing 
Moose River Icehouse Pond 0.50 Hllllting 

Fishing 
Moose River Lost Ponds 0.92 Hunting 

Fishing 
Moose River Beaver Lake 2.25 Camping 

Hunting 
Fishing 

Moose River Squaw Lake 0.50 Camping 
Hunting 

,.,.--4- Fishing 
ShakerMtn. Holmes Lake 5.08 • Hunting 

Total: 19.54 miles 

2. As described in Exhibit H, the following roads, opened for motor vehicle access 

to persons with disabilities holding permits under Policy CP-3 by court order, shall remain open 

subject to final approval in the UMP proc~ss, subject t? closure for seasonal conditions in the 

discretion of DEC as the land manager for the Forest Preserve, including reasonable closure for 

environmental and/or public safety reasons: 

UMP Road Name Miles Program 

Lake George Gay Pond 3.3 Camping 
Fishing 

Lake George Jabe Pond 0.1 Camping 
Fishing 



Lake George 

Lake George 

Luzerne 
Campground 

Moose River 
Plains 
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Lily Pond 2.3 

Buttermilk Roads 3.5 

Lake Luzerne 2.44 
Campsite - 4th 
Lake 
Rock Dam, 36.1 
Otterbrook, 
Indian Lake, 
Limekiln Lake-
Cedar River 

Total: 47.74 miles 

Camping 
Fishing 
Camping 
Fishing 
Camping 
Fishing 

Camping 
Fishing 
Wildlife Observation 

3. The roads and trails outside the Forest Preserve identified in Exhibit B will be

added to the list associated with Commissioner Policy CP-3, and will be posted for ATV, truck 

and/or car use, as appropriate and as set forth in Exhibit B, by persons with disabilities holding 

permits under Policy CP-3, as soon as practicable following entry of this Consent Decree, but in. 

any event, no later than ninety days after entry of this Consent Decree. 

4. In accordance with the statements of the parties on the record at the conference

with the Court on March 15, 2001, the foHowing process wm be implemented in the event that 

any road identified in paragraph I.C. is not ultimately approved through the UMP process: 

a. The parties shall consult with respect to proposing through the UMP

amendment process alternative road(s) which are comparable, with respect to mileage and 

program, to the road(s) that were not ultimately approved. 

b. Plaintiffs may propose through the UMP amei-idment process alternative

road(s) which are comparable, with respect to mileage and program, to the road(s) that were not 
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ultimately approved. In the event Plaintiffs make one or more of such proposals, the UMP 

amendment process involving such proposals shall be completed within 24 months of the entry 

of this Consent Decree, or as otherwise agreed to by the parties. 

c. In the event an alternative road proposed by Plaintiffs through the Uiv1P

amendment process is not ultimately approved through such process, Plaintiffs may apply to the 

Court with respect to opening alternative road(s) which are comparable, with respect to mileage 

and program, to the road(s) not ultimately approved through the lTh1P amendment process. All 

parties reserve all rights with respect to any application made by Plaintiffs pursuant to this sub­

paragraph. 

d. The phrase "comparable, with respect to mileage'-'as used in this ...

Consent Decree shall mean that the total mileage of any road proposed as an alternative to a road 

not approved through the lTh1P process, or through the U1vfP amendment process as set forth in 

paragraph I.C.4.c., shall be, as nearly as practicable, the same total mileage as the road not 

approved; provided, however, that such alternative road may differ in length in an amount not to 

exceed .5 miles, or as agreed to by an parties. In addition, the phrase "comparable, with respect 

to ... program" shall mean a program comparable to the program(s) associated with the road(s) 

not opened through the Uiv1P process or UMP amendment process, such as, for example, 

hunting, fishing, camping, or wildlife observation, or as agreed to by all parties. 

D. Expanded Non-Motorized Access to Programs in the Forest Preserve

1. Defendants commit to establish, within six months of entry of this Consent

Decree, a system for qualifying persons with disabilities for the use of existing non-motorized 
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access to the Santanoni Great Camp without cost to such persons. Persons who have received 

permits pursuant to DEC CP-3 shall qualify for participation in such system under this paragraph. 

In addition, one person may, without cost, accompany each such qualifying person with disability 

in his or her use of existing non-motorized access to the Santanoni Great Camp, upon submission 

of a written statement by a physician reflecting a determination that such person's 

accompaniment is medically necessary, and explaining the basis for such determination. This 

provision shall not be c~nstrued to prevent any person who makes payment as agreed to by the 

provider of the existing non-motorized access to the Santanoni Great Camp from utilizing such 

access. Motorized access to Santanoni by persons who hold permits pursuant to DEC CP-3 shall 

continue until such time as non-motorized access is available. 

2. DEC will construct, or cause to be constructed, accessible horsedrawn wagon, 

carriage and/or equestrian mounting platforms that are accessible to persons with mobility 

impairments at the following locations for access to programs in the Forest Preserve: 

UMP Road Name Miles Program 

Lake George Fishbrook Pond 1.33 Fishing 
Camping 

Lake George Millman Pond 1.94 Fishing 
Camping 

Lake George Bumps Pond 4.43 Fishing 
Camping 

Camp Santanoni Newcomb Lake 4.75 Fishing 
Hunting 
Camping 
Wi_ldlife Viewing 
Unique Historical Site 

Total: 12.45 miles 
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Defendants shall require that any agent, guide or entity providing services utilizing a 

horsedrawn wagon, carnage or vehicle providing services at these locations shall have provision 

for safely transporting persons with disabilities, including those with mobility impairments. 

E. Training and Materials.

1. DEC and AP A will hire one or more independent consultants with relevant

expertise to conduct training, relating to making DEC programs accessible to persons with 

disabilities, of the following persons: 

• DEC and AP A Central Office and Regional personnel;

• guides licensed pursuant to New York Environmental
Conservation Law§ 11-0533; and

• other vendors of services involving programs in the Forest
Preserve.

With respect to assisting persons with disabilities in their enjoyment of, and access to, programs 

in the Forest Preserve, such training will include sensitivity awareness to attitudes, terminology, 

needs and characteristics relating to perso�s with disabilities, methods for conducting trail 

accessibility assessments, assessing the need for facility improvements and identifying access 

opportunities, among other topics to be developed with the consultant(s). 

2. DEC will develop, produce and distribute educational, interpretive and outreach

materials regarding recreational opportunities for persons with disabilities within two (2) years of 

the entry of this Consent Decree, including the following information: 
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• Identification of DEC Statewide and Regional Coordinators for 
Access Issues, as described in paragraph I.G. l herein 

• Statewide list of all locations designated pursuant to Policy CP-3 

• Locations of non-motorized access to programs including, inter 
alia, accessible fishing piers, campsites, boat launches, hardened 
trails and mounting platforms 

• Identification of guides and other commercial vendors 
appropriately trained and offering services to persons with 
disabilities • 

F. Settlement Implementation. 

1. Defendants commit to mak_e a good faith effort to fulfill their obligations under 

this Consent Decree within three years of the date of its entry. Defendants· shall make one 

payment of$60,000 to the New York State Independent Living Council, Inc. within 90 days of 

the entry of this Consent Decree, such monies to be used solely for assisting and verifying 

Defendants' implementation of their commitments made herein. If, at the end of the three year 

period following the date of entry of this Consent Decree, the Defendants have not yet satisfied 

their commitments hereunder, the New York State Independent Living Council, Inc., on behalf of 

the Plaintiffs, may contact the Defendants, provide evidence to support Plaintiffs' belief that such 

commitments have not been satisfied, and seek additional funding of $20,000 for an additional 

year to continue the assistance and verification of Defendants ' implementation described in this 

paragraph. Defendants shall not unreasonably refuse to provide additional funding. A second 

one-year extension may be sought by the New York State Independent Living Council, Inc. if, at 

r 

the end of the fourth year following entry of this Consent Decree, the Defendants have not yet 

satisfied their commitments. The commitments made by the Defendants in this paragraph shall 
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not, absent order of the Court, extend beyond two additional $20,000 annual payments or five 

years following the entry of this Consent Decree. No money provided pursuant to this paragraph 

shall be used to purchase, lease, repair or maintain any motorized vehicle, including but not 

limited to automobiles, trucks and all-terrain vehicles; provided, however, that funds provided to 

the New York State Independent Living Council, Inc. pursuant to this paragraph may be used for 

· reimbursement, at the approved State rate, for mileage for vehicle use in furtherance of the

"assisting and verifying" activities referred to in this paragraph.

2. The New York State Independent Living Council, Inc. shall submit to the Court,

the DEC Director of Land and Forests, and the undersigned Assistant Attorney General, within 

60 days of each one year anniversary date of the payment made pursuant to paragraph I.F .1 

above, a report concerning the activities conducted using funds provided pursuant to such 

paragraph. Such report shall include an itemized accounting of all expenditures. All actions of 

the New York State Independent Living Council, Inc., its employees, agents and/or other 

representatives under paragraph 1.F. of this Consent Decree, shall comply with all applicable 

provisions of law, including without limitation New York Constitution Article XIV,§ 1, the 

Adirondack State Land Master Plan, Unit Management Plans, the New York Environmental 

Conservation Law, and DEC regulations, policies and guidance memoranda. DEC commits that 

any relevant policies and/or guidance memoranda adopted following entry of this Consent 

Decree shall comply with New York Environmental Conservation Law § 3-0301 (2)(z). 

3. One or more of the Defendants shall, on a quarterly basis, submit to the Court a report

identifying the status of each commitment made herein. The first such report shall be submitted 

no later than the close of the second calendar quarter following entry of this Consent Decree. 
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4. Except as set foI,:th in Section ill.A of this Consent Decree, Plaintiffs' right to freedom 

of speech shall not otherwise be abridged by this Consent Decree. 

G. Other Commitments. 

1. Defendants commit to designate a (a) DEC Central Office Statewide 

Coordinator for Access Issues, and (b) Coordinator f~r Access Issues i~ each of the Department's 

nine Regional Offices. These designees will be included among those persons to be trained 

pursuant to paragraph I.E.1 above. The duties of these designees with respect to the ADA shall 

be limited to programmatic access, and shall not include employment, public transportation or 

telecommunication issues. 

2. Defendants commit that new construction or renovation of facilities by the 

DEC or the AP A in the Adirondack Forest Preserve and any other New York State Forest. 

Preserve will be in compliance with the New York State Uniform Fire Prevention and Building 

Code. 

3. DEC shall create an Advisory Committee to the DEC comprised of Plaintiffs, 

other appropriate persons, organizations or representatives of persons with disabilities. Such 

Committee shall meet periodically with DEC and AP A to consult with and advise these agencies 

concerning issues of interest to persons with disabilities. Defendants commit to give such 

Committee advance notice of the public meetings of those agencies which relate to the 

management of State lands in the Adirondack Forest Preserve, and will give the Committee an 

opportunity to put on the agenda of such meetings matters of particular'interest to the Committee. 
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4. Defendants commit to appoint a person with disabilities, or a representative of

or advocate for persons with disabilities, to the Forest Preserve Advisory Committee. 

Defendants will consider nominations, if any, by the Committee established in paragraph I.G.3 

above, and by other interested persons, as provided for in the Charter of the Forest Preserve 

Advisory Committee. 

5. The parties agree that, to the extent that new public motorized opportunities are

being opened under this Consent Order, such opportunities shall be exclusive to persons with 

disabilities holding permits under 

3. Accordingly, DEC agrees that it will adopt and .. implement measures to secure these roads 

against unauthorized use. For those opportunities located inside the Forest Preserve, these 

measures will be taken either through the UMP process or pursuant to a separate public process. 

Control options to be considered in formulating these measures may include such options as: 

a Gating (in compliance with Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973); 

b. Where gating is appropriate, DEC may consider
installing locks with changeable codes or combinations that would 
be revealed outside the Depax:tment to CP-3 permit holders only. 
DEC may also consider assigning DEC personnel to open gates 
upon request by CP-3 permit holders; provide� however, that such 
gates shall be closed the same day as they are opened; and 

c. Posting signage providing notice to persons with
disabilities holding permits under policy CP-3, and providing 
warnings to persons not holding such permits that they are subject 
to prosecution under applicable law. 

DEC shall enforce against illegal motor vehicle use of the roads identified in this Consent Order. 
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H. Attorneys Fees and Costs. Upon review of contemporaneous time records prepared 

by counsel for Plaintiffs, and a determination that such records support a reasonable attorney's 

fee, Defendants shall provide Plaintiffs' reasonable attorneys' fees and costs, in full satisfaction 

of any and all liability and/or responsibility therefor under any federal statute or otherwise, in an 

amount not to exceed $185,000, payable by the Defendants to counsel for Plaintiffs, Alvin 0. 

Sabo, within 120 days after (a) entry of the Consent I;>ecree, and (b) x:eceipt by the undersigned 

Assistant Attorney General of a copy of the entered Consent Decree. Payment shall be made to 

the order of"Donohue, Sabo, Varley and Armstrong, P.C.," and transmitted to Alvin 0 . Sabo, 

Esq., at One Winners Circle, P.O. Box 15056, Albany, New York 12212-5056. Payment by the 

Sta~e of New Y o_rk is subject to the approval of all appropriate state officials in accordance with 

the provisions of New York Public Officers Law Section 17(3)(a). If a dispute arises regarding 

any portion of the submitted bill, including but not limited to the attorney time, rates, costs or 

disbursements that have been sought by Plaintiffs' Counsel, and Plaintiffs and Defendants are 

unable to resolve the issue, an application may be made to the Magistrate Judge in letter form, or 

as directed by the Magistrate Judge, to resolve the dispute. 

SECTION II. Commitments of Intervenor-Defendants 

A. Except as set forth in paragraphs II.Band II.C below, all Intervenor-Defendants agree 

that, in accordance with their statements on the record at the conference before the Court on 

March 15, 2001, they will not oppose, whether in the U1vfP process, or through judicial, 

administrative or other extrajudicial means, the opening ofroads identified in Section LC of this 

Consent Decree for motor vehicle access for persons with disabilities holding permits under DEC 
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Policy CP-3. In particular, and without limitation except as set forth in paragraphs II.Band II.C 

below, Intervenor-Defendants will not oppose: (1) the proposal, through the lTh1P process, of 

motor vehicle access at locations identified in paragraph I.C.l herein and Exhibit A hereto; 

and/or (2) Defendants' commitment to keep open those roads identified in paragraph I.C.2. 

herein and Exhibit H hereto, initially opened pursuant to the Court's Memorandwn-Decision and 

Order filed October 9, 1998. 

B. Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph II.A. above, Intervenor-Defendants

Adirondack Council, Residents Committee to Protect the Adirondacks, Environmental 

Advocates and Association for the Protection of the Adirondacks, reserve their rights to oppose, 

in the UMP process or otherwise, the following: (1) the opening to motor vehicle .access of.the 

Mount Tom and Branaugh locations identified in paragraph I.C. l herein and Exhibit A hereto; 

(2) the capital project involving Arrow Road, set forth in Exhibit D hereto; (3) the proposed

"improvement" of Lily Pond Road as described in Exhibit G, � 7; and/or (4) any proposal to open 

or improve any roads for motor vehicle access for persons who do not bold permits under policy 

CP-3. 

C. Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph II.A. above, Intervenor-Defendant

Adirondack Mountain Club, Inc. reserves its right to oppose, in the UMP process, the following: 

(1) the capital project involving Arrow Road, set forth in Exhibit D hereto; (2) the accessibility

project involving Trout and Mud Ponds, set forth as item #23 in Exhibit C hereto; (3) the 

opening to motor vehicle access of the Holmes Lake location identified in paragraph I.C.1 herein; 

and (4) any proposal to open or improve any roads for motor vehicle access for persons who do 

not hold permits under policy CP-3. 

I 
I 

I 
I 
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SECTION III. General Provisions 

A. Effect of Consent Decree. By entering into this Consent Decree, Defendants and

Defendant-Intervenors make no admission of any liability with respect to any of the claims 

asserted by Plaintiffs, nor of any fact asserted by Plaintiffs, nor of the validity of any of the 

claims asserted by the Plaintiffs. By entering into this Consent Decree, Plaintiffs agree to 

discontinue this action with prejudice, and agree that they will not file or support in any way any 

future claims or complaints, or commence or support litigation under the Americans with 

Disabilities Act, United States Constitution or other statute or common law relating to issues that 

were, or could have been, raised in this litigation concerning any matter relating to the Forest 

Preserve including, but not limited to motorized access at locations in the Forest Preserve by 

persons with disabilities, and compliance in any manner with the ADA as it relates in any way to 

the Forest Preserve. 

B. Continuation of DEC CP-3. DEC CP-3, entitled "Motor Vehicle Access to State Lands

Under the Jurisdiction of the Department of Environmental Conservation for People with 

Disabilities," adopted on June 4, 1997, will remain in effect. Nothing herein shall limit the 

authority of DEC to amend such policy; provided, however, that any such amendment shall 

comply with all applicable provisions of law. To the extent additional Forest Preserve roads 

and/or other routes on DEC-administered lands outside the Forest Preserve, providing motor 

vehicle access to programs for qualifying persons with disabilities under DEC CP-3 are identified 

in this document, those roads and/or other routes will be added to DEC's comprehensive, 

statewide list associated with DEC CP-3. Nothing in this Consent Decree shall be construed to 
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permit motor vehicle use on any road and/or other route that has not been approved for motor 

vehicle use pursuant to applicable law. 

C. Force Maj eure.

1. Defendants shall not be in default regarding the provisions of this Consent

Decree if they are unable to comply with any provision because of an act of Nature, war, 

insurrection, strike, judicial injunction or other court order, contract default, budget delay, 

catastrophic condition, or other circumstance·beyond their control. Defendants shall notify 

Plaintiffs in writing, within thirty (30) days, of any occurrence of any of the above events that 

lead to delays in compliance, or the prospective inability to comply with this Consent Decree, 

and shall request modification of this Consent Decree, where appropriate. Failure to satisfy any 

requirement of this Consent Decree shall be excused, and/or extensions of milestones provided, 

under the terms of this section if Defendants show that they took steps rea�onably necessary to 

avoid or mitigate the delay or other noncompliance, and complied with the notice requirements 

of this section. 

2. Plaintiffs' remedy for any failure or default by Defendants with respect to

performance under one or more provisions of this Consent Decree, where such failure is not 

otherwise excused pursuant to paragraph ill.C. l of this Consent Decree, shall be limited to 

specific performance of such provision, as ordered by the Court. In no event shall any such 

failure or default be grounds for rescission, in whole or in part, of other provisions of this . 

Consent Decree. 
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D. Continuing Jurisdiction. The Court shall retain jurisdiction of this matter for the

purpose of enabling the parties to apply to the Court for any further order that may be needed to 

carry out or enforce compliance with the specific commitments made by the parties to this 

Consent Decree; provided, however, that the exercise by DEC of its discretionary authority as 

land manager for the Forest Preserve pursuant to New York State Constitution Article XIV, New 

York statutes and regulations, and the SLMP land classification system, with respect to matters 

not covered by this Consent Decree, shall not be subject to this paragraph. 

E. Termination. This Consent Decree shall be deemed completely satisfied and shall

terminate when the parties have met all their obligations. hereunder. 

F. Notice. Notice of the actions to be taken or exchange of information pursuant to this

Consent Decree shall be provided to the following: 

Counsel for Plaintiffs 

Alvin 0. Sabo, Esq. 
Donohue, Sabo, Varley & Armstrong, P.C. 
One Winners Circle 
P.O. Box 15056 

Albany, New York 12212-5056 
(518) 458-8922
(518) 438-4349 (fax)

Counsel for Defendants 

D. Scott Bassinson
Lisa M. Burianek
Assistant Attorneys General
New York State Department of Law



-21-

Environmental Protection Bureau 
The Capitol 
Albany, New York 12224 

(518) 473-5843

(518) 473-2534 (fax)

Counsel for Intervenor-Defendants 

Blair W. Todt 
Carter, Conboy, Case, Blackmore 

Napierski & Maloney, P.C. 
Attorneys for Intervenor-Defendant Adirondack 

Mountain Club, Inc. 
20 Corporate Woods Boulevard 
Albany, New York 12211-2350 
(518) 465-3484
(518) 465-1843 (fax)

Douglas H. Ward 
Young, S-ommer, Ward, Ritzenberg, 

Wooley, Baker & Moore, LLC 
Attorneys for Intervenor-Defendants Adirondack 

Council, Residents' Committee to Protect the 
Adirondacks, Environmental Advocates, 
Association for the Protection of the Adirondacks, 
Graham L. Cox, Lisa M. Genier, Debra Hamilton, 
and Ernest B. LaPrairie 

Executive Woods 
Five Palisades Drive 
Albany, New York 12205 
(518) 438-9907
(518) 438-9914 (fax)

The parties may from time to time as necessary modify the address or designee for purposes of 

notice and exchange of information. Notice of such a modification shall be provided in writing 

to the then-existing designees under this provision. 
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G. Severability. If any provision of this Consent Decree is detennined, by court ruling,

order, decision, memorandum and/or opinion, to be invalid or otherwise contrary to law, such

ruling, order, decision, memorandum and/or opinion shall not affect the continuing validity of the

remaining provisions of this Consent Decree.

H. Entire Agreement. This Consent Decree, with Exhibits A-H incorporated by reference

and attached hereto, constitutes the entire agreement entered into by the parties to settle this

matter. By signing this Consent Decree, each party aclmowledges that, except as set forth in

paragraph ill.D. concerning the continuing jurisdiction of the Court, entry of this Consent Decree

will result in complete termination of this action including extinguishing all claims asserted in

this action and any potential appeals, with prejudice.

I. Authority. The undersigned representative for each party certifies that he or she is fully

authorized by the party or parties whom he or she represents to enter into the terms and

conditions of this Consent Decree and to bind them to it. 

T�ST')U-µS ISA-G{Lf:.£0 lb & '1._
AU,; rMTLE-J ,AJ }J-{sklDtD

{ N {) � 'iN u, U-{L1 9N T\fE- rt-£-� tJt-..1 � � Sj U> O l • 
� 

Dated: Jf A.7 sf, 2001 NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF�
Albany, New York ENVIRONMENT AL CONSERVATION 

�

By:
S H. FERREIRA, ESQ. 

eputy Commissioner and General Counsel
625 Broadway 
Albany, NY 12233:3254
(518) 485-7707
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Dated: May 31, 2001 
----

New York 

Dated: May-3 _!_, 2001 
Albany, New York 

Dated: May s / , 200 I 
Albany, New Yark 
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By: 

By: 

By: 

RJCHARD LEFEBVRE 
CHAIRMAN 
ADIRONDACK PARK AGENCY 

RJCHARD LEFEBVRE 
P.O Box 99, Route 86
Ray Brook, New York 12977
(518) 891-4050

ELIOT SPITZER 
ATTORNEY GENE

� WYO 
t 

. SCOTT BASS SON 
Bar Roll No. 103818 
LISA M. BURlANEK 
Bar Roll No. 506779 
Assistant Attorneys General 
Attorneys for Defendants 
The Capitol 
Albany, New York 12224-0341 
(518) 473-5843
(518) 473-2534 (fax)

DONOHUE, SABO, VARLEY 
& ARMSTRONG, P.C. 
ATTORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFFS ¢ 

Ce-(2_J!)_A.£ 
ALVIN 0. SABO 
Bar Roll No. Io �..s-a t=, 
One Winners Circle 
P.O. Box 15056 
Albany, New York 12212-5056 
(518) 458-8922
(518) 438-4349 (fax)

' . . 



Dated: May 31, 2001
Canton, New York

Dated: May _, 2001
Albany, New York

Dated: May
_, 

2001
Albany, New York

By: 

By: 

By: 

RICHARD LEFEBVRE
CHAIRMAN

-�
O�_jCK P�·AGENCY

& L 4-44-__ _____-;;-
rucHARD LEFEBVRE
P.O Box 99, Route 86 
Ray Brook, New York 12977
(518) 891-4050 

ELIOT SPITZER
ATTORNEY GENERAL
STA TE OF NEW YORK

D. SCOTT BASSINSON
Bar Roll No. 103818 
LISA M. BURIANEK
Bar Roll No. 506779 
Assistant Attorneys General
Attorneys for Defendants 
The Capitol 
Albany, New York 12224-0341
(518) 473-5843 
(518) 473-2534 (fax)

DONOHUE,SABO,VARLEY
& ARMSTRONG, P.C. 
ATTORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFFS

AL VIN 0. SABO
Bar Roll No. 

----

One Winners Circle
P.O. Box 15056 
Albany, New York 12212-5056
(518) 458-8922 
(518) 438-4349 (fax)
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Dated: --::r,/ I(" , 2001 
�NewYork 

Dated: 2001 
y, New York 
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By: 

By: 

CARTER, CONBOY, CASE, 
BLACKMORE NAPIERSKI & 
MALONEY, P.C. 

�w.�-&f: 
BLAIR W. TODT 
Bar Roll No. 508043 
Attorneys for Intervenor-Defendant 
Adirondack Mountain Club, Inc. 
20 Corporate Woods Boulevard 
Albany, New York 12211-2350 
(518) 465-3484
(518) 465-1843 (fax)

YOUNG, SO�R, WARD, 
RITZENBERG, WOOLEY, BAKER & 
MOORE, 

Attorneys for Intervenor-Defendants 
Adirondack Council, Residents' Committee 
to Protect the Adirondacks, Environmental 
Advocates, Association for the Protection of 
the Adirondacks, Graham L. Cox, Lisa M. 
Genier, Debra Hamilton, and Ernest B. 
LaPrairie 
Executive Woods 
Five Palisades Drive 
Albany, New York 12205 
(518) 438-9907
(518) 438-9914 (fax)

0. 501204 

IT IS SO ORDERED. ~r\--lS Ullf-..J ~£:J\1 l) ~ 
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EXHIBIT A 
MOTORIZED ACCESS BY PERMIT FOR PERSONS 

WITH DISABILITIES, TO BE PROPOSED AND SUPPORTED 
THROUGH THE UMP PROCESS 

UMP "Road" Name Miles Program(s) 

Indep. River Mount Tom 4.7 Wildlife 
Observation 
Hunting 

Indep. River Branaugh .25 Camping 
Hunting 
Swimming 

Lake Bear Slide 0.97 Fishing 
George 

Wilcox Fishpond (Upper) 2.10 Fishing, 
Lake Hunting 

Moose Mitchell Pond 1.77 Camping, 
River Fishing 

Moose Helldiver Pond 0.50 Hunting, 
River Fishing 

·Moose Icehouse Pond 0.50 Hunting, 
River Fishing 

Moose Lost Ponds 0.92 Hunting, 
River Fishing 

Moose Beaver Lake 2.25 Camping, 
River Hunting, 

Fishing 

Moose Squaw Lake 0.50 Camping, 
River Hunting, 

Fishing 

Shaker Holmes Lake 5.08 Hunting 
Mountain 

Total 19.54 

. . 

I I I 

-

I I -
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EXHIBIT B 

NEW YORK ST ATE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT AL CONSERVATION 

ROADS AND TRAILS OPEN TO MOTOR VEHICLE USE BY 

PERSONS WITH MOBILITY IMPAIRMENT DISABILITIES 



REG LOCATION MILES MILES TOWN COUNTY ROAD OR TRAIL RECOMMENDED PROGRAM SNEEDED 

ROADS TRAILS NAME VEIDCLE TYPE TO 

(Car/truck/ATV, Other OPEN 
as specified on Permit) 

5 FULTON 3; 0.25 Johnstown & Fulton D East Road ATV Hunting, $2,000 
Rockwood Ephratah Camping, 

Wildlife 
Observation 

5 FULTONJ; 0.5 Johnstown & Fulton C Nor
t

h Trail ATV Hunting, $3,000. 
Rockwood Ephratah Camping, 

Wildlife 
Observation 

5 FULTON 3; 0.3 Johnstown & Fulton C-Connector ATV Hunting, $2,000 
Rockwood Ephratah Valley Trail Camping, 

Wildlife 
Observation 

5 FULTON 3; 0.25 Johnstown & Fulton Chimney Loop ATV Hunting, $2,000 
Rockwood Ephralah Trail Camping, 

Wildlife 
Observation 

5 FULTON 3; 0.75 Johnstown & Fulton Camp Road Trail ATV Hunting, $4,000 
Rockwood Ephratah Camping, 

Wildlife 
Observation 

�•dsblgalu,ha\EX-86.wpd, 
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REG LOCATION MILES MILES TOWN COUNTY ROAD OR TRAIL RECOMMENDED PROGRAM S NEEDED 

ROADS TRAILS NAME VEHICLE TYPE TO 
(Car/truck/A TV, Other OPEN 
as speclned on Permit) 

6 Henderson Shores .8 Henderson Jefferson Radar Road A TV /Truck/Car Deer Hunting $0 

Unique Area &Fishing 

6 Bonaparte's Cave State .4 Diana Lewis Green Pond Trail ATV Fishing $5
!
000

Forest- Lewis 28 (S.T. in 
Green Pond) 

6 Cobb Creek Slate .3 Harrisburg Lewis CliffRoad ATV/Truck Hunting $10,000 
.Forest-
Lewis 19 

6 Coyote Flats Stale 1.4 Theresa & LeRay Jefferson Coyote Road & ATV/Truck Deer& $10,500 
Forest- extension Turkey 
Jefferson JO Hunting 

s East Osceola State .9 .4 Osceola Lewis Malloy Brook ATV/Truck Fishing $20,000 
Forest- Road & extension Malloy 

Lewis 21 Brook & 
Deer Hunting 

s Gould's Comers Stale .9 Rodman Jefferson Dana Road ATV Deer Hunting $15,000 

Forest- Jefferson 8, 9 

cp•dsblgalusha\EX-06.wpd 
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REG LOCATION MILES MILES TOWN COUNTY ROAD OR TRAIL RECOMMENDED PROGRAM SNEEDED 

ROADS TRAILS NAME VEIDCLE TYJ>E TO 
(Car/truck/ATV, Other OPEN 
as speclned on Permit) 

6 Grant Powell State .7 Montague Lewis Bee Tree Road ATV Deer& $5,000 
Forest- Turkey 
Lewis 18, 29, 36, 38. Hunting 

6 High Towers State 1.0 Lyonsdale Lewis Beech Flat Road ATVffflJck Deer& $0 
Forest- Turkey ' 
Lewis 20 Hunting 

6 Hogsback Stale Forest- .7 Diana Lewis Hogsback Trail ATV Deer& $6,000 
Lewis 22 Turkey 

Hunting 

6 Indian Pipe Slate .3 New Bremen Lewis Crystal Creek ATV Trout Fishing $0 
Forest- Access Trail in Crystal 
Lewis 24 Creek 

6 Frank Jadwin Stale .8 Croghan Lewis River Flats Road ATV Fishing $25,000 
Forest- . Indian River, 
Lewis I, 4, 10, 13. D�er Hunting 

& Wildlife 
observation 

cp•d1b\g1lu1ho\EX-B6. "'11,d 
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REG LOCATION MILES 

ROADS 

6 Frank Jadwin State t .5 

Forest-
Lewis I, 4, 10, 13. 

6 Frank Jadwin State 
Forest-
Lewis 1, 4, I 0, IJ. 

6 Frank Jadwin State 
Forest-
Lewis 1, 4, 10, 13. 

6 Frank Jadwin Stale 
Forest-

Lewis 1, 4, 10, 13. 

epinlsblgalusha\EX.S6.wpd 

·�

MILES TOWN 

TRAILS 

Croghan 

.9 Croghan 

3.0 Croghan & Diana 

.2 Diana 

COUNTY ROAD OR TRAIL 

Lewis 

Lewis 

Lewis 

Lewis 

NAME 

Q-Road

Hay Flats Road 

PASNY R.O.W. 
Roads 

Suzie's Road 

., .... , 
.."' . 

RECOMMENDED PROGRAM $NEEDED 

VEHICLE TYPE TO 

(Car/truck/ATV, Other OPEN 

as speclned on Permit) 

ATV/Truck Deer& $5,000 
Turkey 
Hunting & 
Wildlife 
observation 

ATV Deer $15,000 
Hunting, 
Trout Fishing 
in the West 
Branch 
Oswegatchie 
River & 
Wildlife 
observation 

ATV/Truck Deer& $15,000 
Turkey 
Hunting & 
Wildlife 
observation 

-ATV/TruckDeer& $2,000 
Turkey 
Hunting 

I I I I I I I I I 11 



REG LOCATION MILES MILES TOWN COUNTY ROAD OR TRAIL RECOMMENDED PROGRAM SNEEDED 

ROADS TRAILS NAME VEIDCLE TYPE TO 

(Car/tr11ck/A TV, Other OPEN 

as spectned on Permit) 

(j Lesser Wilderness .6 West Turin Lewis Dolan-Market ATV Deer& $5,000 
Stale Snowmobile Trail Turkey 
Forest- Lewis 2, 5, 8, Hunting 
9, 23, 25, 33. 

6 Lesser Wilderness .6 West Turin Lewis Toole Road Trail ATV Deer Hunting $5,�00 
State 
Forest- Lewis 2, 5, 8, 
9, 23, 25, 33. ' 

6 Lesser Wilderness .21 Martinsburg Lewis Curey Road Jeep ATVffruck Deer Hunting $4,000 
Stale Trail 
Forest- Lewis 2, 5, 8, 
9,23,25,33. 

6 Lesser Wilderness .5 Martinsburg Lewis Maple Ridge Road ATV Deer Hunting $7,500 
State Jeep Trail 
Forest- Lewis 2, 5, 8, 
9, 23, 25, 33. 

6 Lookout Slate Forest- .2 Pinckney Lewis Lookout Road ATV Deer& $0 

Lewis 31, 32 Turkey 
Hunting 
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EG LOCATION MILES MILES TOWN COUNTY ROAD OR TRAIL RECOMMENDED PROGRAM $NEEDED 

ROADS TRAILS NAME VEIIlCLE TYPE TO 
(Gar/truck/ATV, Other OPEN 
as specified on Permit) 

Mohawk Springs State 1.2 West Turin Lewis Apple Mill ATV Deer & $7,000 
Forest Snowmobile Turkey 

Trail Hunting 

Onjebonge Slate 1.0 Diana Lewis Onjebonge Road ATV/frock/ Deer, Turkey $15,000 
Forest- Car Hunting & 
Lewis 15 Wildlife 

Observation 

Onjebonge State 1.4 Diana Lewis Lime Quarry Road A TV /Truck/ Car Deer, Turkey $4,000 
Forest- Hunting, also 
Lewis 15 warm water 

fishing of 
Indian River 

I Pinckney State Forest- .4 Rutland Jefferson Ball Road ATV Deer& $6,500 
Lewis-Jefferson I Turkey 

Hunting 

i Sand Flats State 1.2 Lyonsdale Lewis Fall Brook Crest ATV Turkey $5,000 
Forest- Trail Hunting 
Lewis 3 

j Sears Pond Stale .5 Montague Lewis Short Trail ATV Deer Hunting $4,000 
Forest- &Access to 
Lewis 17 & 27 Deer River 
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REG LOCATJON MILES MILES TOWN COUNTY ROAD OR TRAIL RECOMMENDED PROGRAM SNEEDED 

ROADS TRAILS NAME VEHICLE TYPE TO 

(Car/truck/AT\'.', Other OPEN 

' 

as speclned on Permit) 

6 Swancott Mills State 1.3 Lewis Lewis Jug Point Road ATV/Truck Deer Hunting $0 
Forest-
Lewis 26 

6 Swancotl Mills Slate .4 Lewis Lewis Still Trail ATV Deer Hunting· $5,000 
Forest-

' 

Lewis 26 

6 Tug Hill State Forest- Worth Jefferson Clydes Road ATV Deer Hunting $0 
Jeff. 3,4,5 & Lew.-Jeff. 
2 
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6 

7 
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EXHIBIT C 
ACCESSIBILITY.PROJECTS RELATED TO 

EXISTING WILD FOREST FACILITIES AND OPPORTUNITIES 

Reeion UMP Project 

3 Bluestone Resurface existing path to the shores of 
Onteora Lake, construct fishing pier, 
install bulletin board 

3 Blues tone Construct and install three (3) 
accessible picnic tables 

3 Balsam Lake hnprove access to dam for fishing and 
Mountain fishing pier 

3 Balsam Lake Construct and install accessible 
Mountain interpretive kiosk 

3 Balsam Lake Provide accessible port-a-john for 8 
Mountain months a year 

3 Balsam Lake Construct and install three (3) 
Mountain accessible picnic tables 

3 Balsam Lake Improve parking area to accessible 
Mountain guidelines 

Cost 

$25,000 

$3,000 

$25,000 

$1,000 

$1,000 

$3,000 

$2,000 



# Region UMP Pro.iect Cost 

8 3 Sundown Improve Peekamoose parking area to $5,000 
� accessible guidelines 

9 3 Sundown Instal] one accessible port-a-jolm near $1,000 
camping site 

10 3 Sundown Construct and instaJl three (3) $3,000 
accessi�le picnic tables 

11 3 Sundown Construct a one-quarter (1/4) mile $5,000 
accessible trail to campsite area for 
stream fishing access 

12 3 Sundown Construct and install· accessible $1,000 
interpretive kiosk 

13 3 Shandaken Construct accessible ;routes to lower $5,000 
(Riesser Estate) pond and picnic site - 1/4 mile 

14 3 Shandaken Construct and install two (2) accessible $2,000 
(Riesser Estate) picnic tables 

15 3 Shandaken Improve parking area for two (2) $10,000 
(Riesser Estate) vehicles tq accessibility guidelines 

16 3 Shandaken To provide accessible port-a-john - 8 $1,000 
(Riess er Estate) months .a year 

17 3 Shandaken Construct and install accessible $1,000 
(Riesser Estate) interpretive kiosk 
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# Region UMP Project Cost 

18 3 Shandaken To provide accessible port-a-john - 8 $1,000 
(Albenden months a year 
Area) 

19 3 Shandaken Construct and install two (2) accessible $2,000 
(Alben den picnic tables 
Area) 

20 3 Shandaken Construct two (2) accessible camping $6,000 

(Albenden areas 
Area) 

21 3 Shandaken Construct accessible route to accessible $2,000 

(Albenden campmg area 
Area) 

22 3 Shandaken Construct and install accessible $2,000 

(Albenden interpretive kiosk 
.Area) 

23 4 Campbell Construct vehicle bridge on .Trout Pond $80,000 

Mountain/ Road to access Trout and Mud Ponds; 
ChenyRidge stabilize road by installing water 

diversion bars 

24 4 North/South Construct accessible tr�il from North $20,000 

Lake Lake camping area to viewshed from 
Campground escarpment; construct vie�ing platform 
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# Region UMP Project Cost 

25 4 Kaaterskill Construct accessible equestrian $15,000 
mounting platfonns at Sleepy Hollow 
and Schutt Road trailheads; develop 
accessible campsite and privy; 
accessible equestrian mounting 
platform along the Sleepy Hollow 
Horse Trail 

26 4 CoJgate Lake Develop accessible fishing access site $20,000 

27 4 Colgate Lake Develop accessible recreation trail $20,000 
around the lake - 1.5 miles 

28 4 Colgate Lake Develop accessible campsite and privy $4,000 

29 4 Hunter Construct accessible equestrian $5,000 
Mountain mounting platfoi:ins at the Hunter 

Brook parking area and at the Hunter 
Mountain Fire Tower 

30· 4 Middle Develop accessible campsite and privy $4,000 
Mountain·. at Big Pond 

31 4 Campbell Develop accessible campsite and privy $6,000 
Mountain at Trout Pond, including motor vehicle 

access 

32 4 Campbell Develop two (2) accessible campsites $10,000 
Mountain and privies at Russell Brook 
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# Region UMP Pro.iect Cost 

33 5 Moose River Modify eight (8) campsites and privies $45,000 

to make accessible. 

34 5 Saranac Lakes Construct two (2) parking spaces to $30,000 

accessibility guidelines; construct 
accessible boardwalk, with signs and 
interpretive materials._ 1

35 5 Lake George Construct accessible horsedrawn $6,000 

wagon, carriage and/or equestrian 
mounting platfonns that are accessible 
to persons with mobility impairments at 
Fishbrook Pond 

36 5 . Lake George Construct accessible horsedrawn $6,000 

wagon, carriage and/or equestrian 
mounting platforms that are accessible 
to persons with mobility impairments at 
Millman Pond 

. . 

37 5 Lake George Construct accessible horsedrawn $6,000 

wagon, carriage and/or equestrian 
mounting platfonns that are accessible 
to persons with mobility impainnents at 
Bumps Pond 

1 As an existing facility, the boardwalk will be an allowable upgrade outside of the UMP process; as a new facility, this project will be undertaken via 
the UMP process. 
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# Region UMP Pro.iect Cost 

38 5 Camp Construct accessible horsedrawn $6,000 
Santanoni wagon, carriage and/or equestrian 

mounting platforms that are accessible 
to persons with mobility fmpairments at 
Newcomb Lake 

39 6 Black River Construct and install accessible picnic $5,000 
(Wolf Lake) table and privy along the Moose River 

near Remsen Falls. 

40 6 Black River Improve parking area to accessibility $25,000 

(Little Long guidelines; Construct accessible car-top 
Lake) boat launch; Construct accessible 

campsites and accessible route. 

41 6 Fulton Chain Improve parking area to accessibility $70,000 

guidelines; modify: Moss Lake, non-
motorized, wheelchair accessible 
re�re�tion "trail, campsites, access route 
to. lake, picnic tables; construct 
accessible benches and viewing deck 
along the shore of Moss Lake. 

42 6 Independence Improve the parking area to $260,000 

River accessibility guidelines; modify: access 
(Stillwater ·route to the boat.launch area, dock and
Res.) four campsites and provide accessible

privies.
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# Region UMP Project Cost 

43 6 Independence Modify car-top boat launch site to make $20,000 
River (Francis accessible; modify parking area to 
Lake) accessibility guidelines; modify access 

route, construct an accessible dock. 

44 6 Independence Modify campsite and privy to make $5,000 

River (Basket accessible. 
Factory Rd.) 

45 6 Independence Modify campsite and privy to make $5,000 

River (Smith accessible. 
Rd.) 

46 6 Independence Modify campsite and privy to make $5,000 

River (McCarty accessible. 
Rd.) 

47 6 Independence Construct three (3) ·accessible $6,000 

River (Otter equestrian mounting platfonns at scenic 
Creek Horse points. 
Trails) 

48 6 Independence. Modify car-top boat launch site to make $20,000 

River (Payne accessible. Modify parking area to 
Lake) accessibility guidelines; modify access 

route and construct an accessible dock. 
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# Region UMP Project Cost 

49 6 Horseshoe Lake Modify parking area to accessibility $40,000 
(Horseshoe guidelines; construct accessible fishing 
Lake) pier, modify campsites and 

information kiosks to make accessible. 

50 6 Grasse River Modify parking area to accessibility $20,000 
(Lampson guidelines; modify information kiosk 
Falls) and access route to falls to make 

wheelchair accessible. 

Total $871,000 
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EX.HIBITD 

ACCESSIBILITY PROJECTS TO BE UNDERTAKEN 

WITH RESPECT TO LOCATIONS IDENTIFIED IN EXHIBIT A, UPON 

COMPLETION OF THE UMP PROCESS FOR THE WILD FOREST UNITS 

IN WHICH THEY ARE LOCA_TED, AND FOR ACCESSIBILITY PROJECTS 

FOR ROADS THAT ARE CURRENTLY OPEN TO MOTOR VEHICLE TRAFFIC 

Re2 UMP 

5 Moose River 

5 Moose River 

5 Moose River 

5 Moose River 

5 Moose River 

5 Moose River 
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UMP Status 

Fast Track 
(18 mo.) 

Fast Track 
(18 mo.) 

Fast Track 
(18 mo.) 

Fast Track 
(18 mo.) 

Fast Track 
(18 mo.) 

Fast Track 
(18 mo.) 

Project Cost 

Rehabilitate Limekiln Lake- $275,000 
Cedar River Road, modify 
campsites and privies, 
construct 3 accessible fishing 
piers and 2 accessible canoe 
launches 

Rehabilitate Helldiver Pond $25,000 
Road, 0.5 miles and construct 
accessible fishing pier. 

Rehabilitate Mitche11 Ponds $85,000 
Road, 3 miles and construct 
accessible .fishing pier. 
Modify campsites and privies. 

Rehabilitate Icehouse Pond $25,000 
Road, 0.5 miles and construct 
accessible fishing pier. 

Rehabilita,te Bea:ver Lake $75,000 
Road, 2 miles; modify 
campsites, privies and 
construct accessible fishing 
pier. 

Rehabilitate Squaw Lake $35,000 
Road, 0.5 miles and construct 
accessible fishing pier. 
Modify campsites and privies. 



Reg UMP 

5 Wilcox Lake 

6 Independence 
River 

6 Aldrich Pond 

, 

6 Independence 
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UMP Status 

Fast Track 
(18 mo.) 

Completed 
Amend (6 mo.) 

Completed 
A.mend (6 mo.) 

. 

Completed 
Amend (6 mo.) 

Project Cost 

Rehabilitate Arrow Road from $20,000 
Wilcox Lake Road to Baldwin 
Springs (4 miles), for disabled 
A TV access to camping, 
hunting and nature 
observation. 

Rehabilitate Mount Tom $20;000 
Road, 4. 7 miles, for disabled 
ATV access to wildlife 
observation and hunting 
opportunities 

Rehabilitate Kalurah Road, $25,000 
2.5 miles, for disabled ATV 
access to wildlife/nature 
observation and hunting 
opportunities 

Open Branaugh Road, 0.25 
miles, for accessing camping, 
hunting and swimming 
opportunities 

Total $585,000 

I 



Reg UMP 

3 Mongaup Pond 

3 Mongaup Pond 

4 North/South Lake 

4 North/South Lake 

5 Fish Creek 

5 Fish Creek 

5 Fish Creek 

5 Fish Creek 

5 Fish Creek 

5 Rollins Pond 

5 Rollins Pond 

5 Rollins Pond 

5 Northhampton Beach 

5 Rogers Rock 

5 Hearthstone Point 

EXHi"BITE 
ADDITIONAL CAPITAL PROJECTS 

Project 

Loops D and E: reconstruct campsite pads to accessible 
standards 

Construct access route to beach 

Rehabilitate showers to comply with accessibility 
guidelines 

Construct ten ( l 0) accessible camping pads, tables, and 
fireplaces 

Modify eleven (11) campsites to make accessible. 

Modify parking area to accessibility guidelines 

Modify toilet access. 

Modify access routes to two (2) pavilions 

Construct fishing access to make accessible. 

Modify nine (9) campsites to make accessible. 

Modify parking area to accessibility guidelines 

Modify toilet access route to make accessible. 

Modify ten (10) campsites to make accessible. 

Modify twelve (12) campsites to make accessible. 

Modify ten ( 10) campsites to make accessible 

Cost 

$10,000 

$3,000 

$100,000 

$10,000 

$11,000 

_$25,000 

$100,000 

$10,000 

$10,000 

$9,000 

$25,'000 

$100,000 

$10,000 

$12,000 

$10,000 
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Reg UMP Pro.iect Cost 

5 Lake George Beach and Modify ten (10) campsites to make accessible $10,000 
Battlefield Park 

5 Moffit Beach Modify ten (10) campsites to make accessible $10,000 

5 Saranac Lake Islands Modify four ( 4) campsites to make accessible $20,000 

6 Nicks Lake Upgrade existing canoe launch to ·make accessible and $150,000 
provide accessible fishing pier 

6 Nicks Lake Rehabilitate existing toilet units in Loops B, C, and E $50,000 
to comply with accessibility guidelines 

6 Nicks Lake Replace existing toilet unit in Loop A to comply with $200,000 
accessibility guidelines 

6 Cranberry Lake Reconstruct shower house to comply with accessibility $150,000 
guidelines 

6 Cranberry Lake Construct bath house to comply with accessibility $300,000 
guidelines 

6 
' 

Cranberry Lake Construct dual purpose accessible sites $40,000 
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Re2 Project Cost 

5 Rehabilitate existing boating and fishing access sites (29): $362,000 

Lake Colby 

Lake Placid 
Long Lake 
Fourth Lake 
Schroon Lake (Horicon) 
Mossy Pt. (Lake George) 
Northville 
Peru Dock 
Port Douglas 
Port Herny 
Raquette River 
Great Sacandaga Lake - Th of Day 
Second Pond 
South Bay (Pier) 
Ticonderoga 
Tupper Lake 
Upper Chateaugay Lake 
Upper Saranac Lake 
West Lake 
Westport 
Willsboro 
Moose Pond 
East Pine Pond 
Follensby � Clear Pond 
Indian Carry 
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Ree Pro.iect Cost 

5 Rehabilitate parking areas (5) to accessible standards: $15,000 
Hague Brook 
Black Pond @ Paul Smiths 
Bouquet River - Wadhams 
No. Branch Saranac 
No. Branch Chazy 

Total $1,752,000 
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A. JEFFERSON COUNTY

EXHIBITF 

REGION 6 FWMB ITEMS 

1. Black River boat/fishing access upstream from the City of Watertown.

OPRHP will be building a cartop access at the upper end of the 

impoundment. 

2. The current boat launch facility (OPRHP) at Chaumont needs improved
access signage on the highway and some enhancement of the
ramp and parking facility.

A new entrance sign was installed on Route 12E in the summer 2000. 

Defendants commit to improve the ramp and parking facility. Cost: 
approximately $40,000. 

B. ONEIDA COUNTY

1. bnproved access roadways at the Oriskany Flats WMA, i.e. bringing
roads up to grade, additional fill, etc.

Defendants commit to make the necessary improvements, 

including constructing 1.5 miles of access roads, replacing or 

repairing one large culvert bridge, replacing one smaller 

culvert and rebuilding a farm access road. Cost: approximately 

$200,000. 

C. HER.KlMER COUNTY

1. Improved access and signage to Moshier Falls, Pepperbox Wilderness.

Defendants commit to improve the road to the current Moshier 

parking below the Stillwater dam, and improve the parking lot. Cost: 

approximately $30,000. 

2. Improved access to Sis Lake and Bubb Lake with impro�ed parking on
Route 28.

Defendants commit to work with DOT to expedite the 

improvement to parking on Route 28, comprised of a paved 4-5 



-2-

car parkjng area adjacent to Route 28. 

3. The Bear Creek Road should be opened for public vehicular access to

state lands.

This road is already open for 3.1 miles into the Forest Preserve (Black 
River Wild Forest). Its name is Mill Creek Road once it enters Forest 
Preserve. 

D. LEWIS COUNTY

1. Improved access to the Soft Maple Flow of the Beaver River.

As part of the settlement of this litigation, Defendan_ts commit 
to construct a cartop boat launch at the Soft Maple Reservoir. 
Cost: approximately $15,000. 

2. Improved access and signage to:

Long Pond 
Rock Pond 
Trout Pond aka Trout Lake 
Round Pond 

The following bas improved and will con_tinue to_ improve 
access and sign age: a new FWMA agreement bas been signed 
with the Future Farmers or America, purchase of lands from 
Champion will provide public access to some of.these waters, 
and in 1999 a new canoe/small boat access site for persons with 
disabilities was developed_ adjacent to the West Branch of the 
Oswegatchie which will provide access to Mud and Rock 
ponds. 

3. Improve Big Otter Lake access road.

As part of the settlement of this litigation, Defendants will 
propose and support through the UMP process to 
improve/upgrade this road. Cost: approximately $30,000. 
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E. ST. LAWRENCE COUNTY

1. Towns of Colton, Church Pond access trail from State Route 56 requires better signage

and roadside parking.

To be addressed in the UMP process, due to begin in 
January 2002. 

2. Town of Clare/Colton, Stone Dam Forest Preserve tract requires better signage,
vehicular access and parking.

As part of the settlement of this litigation, Defendants 
commit to develop a brochure for the Long Pond tract. 
that identifies the access to the Stone Dam tract. 

3. Town of Pitcairn, Aldrich Pond Wild Forest requires better signage and a parking area at
the end of the Powell Road.

The Powell Road has been upgraded through to the 
forest preserve boundary so the forest preserve lands 
there are now much more accessible. As part of the 
settlement of this litigation, Def end ants commit to 
upgrade parking lot at this location. Cost: approximately 
$10,000. 

4. Towns of Colton/Piercefield regarding Niagara Mohawk Power Corp. lands. Improved
access signage in those areas not immediately adjacent to public roadways .. 

As part of the settlement of this litigation, Defendants commit 
to improve access signage and develop a brochure providing 
information concerning these areas. 

5. Town of Depeyster, Mud Lake improved access across existing state land and parking.

As part of the settlement of this litigation, Defendants commit 
to expend funds necessary for road improvements, a parking 
Jot and signage. Cost: approximately $25,000. 

6. Towns ofHerrnon/Russell, access to and fishing rights on Eli:n Creek consistent with
DEC Fisheries determining if renewed brown trout management would be viable.
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As part of.the settlement of this litigation, Defendants commit 
to do a survey with respect to this item. 

7. Towns of Rossie/Gouverneur, access to the Oswegatchie River for boating/fishing
from W egatchie to Elmdale.

A small boat launch built in Oxbow(is in Jeff. County but on 
this stretch of river). Defendants commit to making purchase 
of access to the Oswegatchie River at Elmdale a priority. 

8. Towns of Waddington, Louisville, ensure continued access to state owned and NYP A
lands for hunting, fishing and trapping on and adjacent to the St Lawrence River.

Discussions are ongoing with the New York Power Authority 
about this and DEC's position is i3:1 support of this access issue. 
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1. 13th Lake.

EXHIBIT G 

Motorized access is currently provided to a location 
·approximately five hundred feet from the shoreline of
Thirteenth Lake. Defendants will commit to procure the
services of a consultant with expertise in non-motorized access,
such as Wilderness Inquiry, to conduct and provide to
Defendants an assessment of this location with respect to
providing non-motorized access to Thirteenth Lake for boats
and/or canoes. In addition, Def end ants commit, to the extent
consistent with the assessment provided by the consultant as
mentioned above, to construct an Outdoor Recreation Access
Route consistent with proposed ADAAG for Outdoor
Developed Areas on Thirteenth Lake. Estimated time to
complete assessment: 8 montbs from entry into contract with
consultant.

2. Whitney/Little Tupper Lake.

Defendants wil1 agree to construct a new accessible ramp to the wood 
dock at the Administrative Headquarters �t a cost of approximately 
$3,000. 

3. Bear Slides/Hudson River Recreation Area ("HR.RA").

Defendants commit to return picnic tables that were once at this location, 
and to remove barriers to access to the tables. 

4. Pikes Beach.

This property is located in the HRRA, part of the Lake George 
Wild Forest. Defendants will support and fund the addition 
and maintenance of accessible camping sites and privies, and to 
support, through the UMP process, opening the road to 
motorized access for those with qualifying disabilities. 
Estimated Costs: $5,000 initial costs, $1,000 annual 
maintenance. Defendants are currently determining whether 
the UMP bas already designated camping sites; if so, UMP 
amendment would be necessary only with respect to the road. 



5. Schofield Flats.
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Also located in the HRRA, Defendants will support and fund 
necessary road improvements (to reduce grade and erosion 
problems), as w�ll as to designate camping sites and construct 
accessible privies. Estimated Costs: $10,000 initial costs, 
$2,000 annual maintenance. 

6. Aldrich Pond.

Plaintiffs have requested a commitment to keep open the 
existing motorized access, especially to Streeter Lake. 
Defendants agree to support this through subsequent Unit 
Management Plans. In addition, the Department will 
specificalJy consider accessible campsites/sb�ltersnean-tos. 

7. Lily Pond Road.

This road is currently open to motor vehicles, and is a 
designated snowmobile trail from Route 8 to the_ shore of Lily 
Pond. Although currently passable by two wheel drive truck, 
the defendants propose to conduct extensive maintenance to 
improve the road so that a car could access Lily Pond. 
Estimated Costs: $40,000 initial costs, $10,000 annual 
maintenance. 

8. Champion Easement Projects.

Approximately 25 miles of easement roads were recently 
opened to public motor vehicle access. At Sand Pond Road on 
the Croghan Easement Tract, the Department will agree to 
construct an accessible parking lot and an Outdoor Recreation 
Access Route consistent with proposed ADAAG for Outdoor 
Developed Areas to Sand Pond. Cost: $12,000. As additional 
Champion easement roads are identified and opened over the 
next few years, the Department will seek out other 
opportunities for related accessibility projects. 

9. Long Pond Easement.
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DEC will upgrade more than 30 miles of roads and 10 miles of 

trails as new opportunities for A TV use. Estimated cost: 

$400,000. It should be noted that the easement restr�cts use of 

the easement lands from 1998 through 2013 as follows: No 

public bunting from September 1 to DeceD_lber 15, and no 

public use whatsoever from October 1 to December 15. 
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# Reg. 

l 5

2 5 

3 5 

4 5 

5 5 

6 5 
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EXHIBIT H 

INJUNCTION ROADS TO REMAIN OPEN 

SUBJECT TO FINAL APPROVAL IN THE UMP PROCESS 

UMP UMP Status 

Lake George Fast Track 
(18 mo.) 

Lake George Fast Track 
(18 mo.) 

Lake George Fast Track 
(18mo.) 

Lake George Fast Track 
(18 mo.) 

Luzerne Completed 
Campground (6 mo.) 

Moose River Fast Track 
Plains Roads (18 mo .. ) 

"Road" Name 

Gay Pond 

Jabe Pond 

Lily Pond 

Buttermilk Roads 
. 

Lake Luzerne 
Campsite - 4th

Lake 

Rock Dam, 
Otterbrook, 
Indian Lake, 
Limekiln Lake-
Cedar River 

TOTAL 

Miles Program(s) 

3.3 Fishing, 
Camping 

0.1 Fishing, 
Camping 

2.3 Fishing, 
Camping 

3.5 Fishing, 
Camping 

2.44 Fishing, 
Camping 

36.1 Fishing, 
Camping, 
Wildlife 

Viewing 

47.74 

.. 



 
 
 
 
 

EXHIBIT B 



 
 

Section: 
Operations 

Policy Title: 
Use of Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices 
in Outdoor Areas of New York State Parks & 
Historic Sites 

Directive: 
OPR-POL-024 

Effective Date: 
 04/01/2022 

 

Purpose 
 
The New York State Office of Parks, Recreation & Historic Preservation (OPRHP) is committed to 
enabling the use and enjoyment of the State park system by persons with disabilities. The United 
States Department of Justice (DOJ) rules implementing the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 
require public entities to allow people with disabilities who use manual or power wheelchairs or 
scooters, and manually-powered mobility aids such as walkers, crutches, and canes, to use such 
devices in any areas open to pedestrian use.  A public entity must also make reasonable 
modifications in its policies, practices, or procedures to permit the use of other types of power-
driven mobility devices (OPDMDs) by individuals with mobility disabilities, unless the entity can 
demonstrate that the type of OPDMD cannot be operated because of legitimate safety 
requirements or damage to natural resources.   
 
 

 

 
Definitions 

Other power-driven mobility device (OPDMD): Any mobility device powered by batteries, fuel, 
or other means – whether or not designed primarily for use by individuals with mobility 
disabilities – used by individuals with mobility disabilities, including golf carts, electronic 
personal assistance mobility devices (i.e., the Segway PT), or any mobility device designed to 
operate in areas without defined pedestrian routes, but that is not a wheelchair. 
 
Wheelchair:  A manually-operated or power-driven device designed primarily for use by an 
individual with a mobility disability for the purpose of indoor or of both indoor and outdoor 
locomotion. 
 
Process for Assessment 

Who May Use OPDMDs: The ADA requires that people with mobility related disabilities be 
allowed to use OPDMDs, and also allows public agencies to institute reasonable restrictions on 
their use for legitimate safety reasons. The use of OPDMDs in OPRHP facilities is restricted to 
people with mobility disabilities as defined in §35.104 of Title II of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act. Users of OPDMDs may be asked to provide credible assurance that the mobility 
device is required because of their disability. A government-issued pass showing evidence of a 
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qualified mobility disability or any state’s valid disabled parking placard or card assigned to the 
person who will be using the OPDMD constitutes credible assurance that a mobility device is 
required by the person’s disability.  A verbal representation is also acceptable, if the statement is 
not contradicted by observable fact. However, Staff shall not ask an individual using a 
wheelchair or OPDMD questions about the nature or extent of the individual’s disability.     
 
Assessment Factors: OPRHP facility managers have experience with OPDMD use and application 
of the prior version of this policy since 2015. The following factors are used in determining 
whether an OPDMD can be safely used in an OPRHP facility: 
 

i) The type, size, weight, dimensions, and speed of the device; 

ii) The facility’s volume of pedestrian traffic (which may vary at different times of the day, 
week, month, or year); 

iii) The facility’s design and operational characteristics (e.g., whether its service, program, or 
activity is conducted indoors, its square footage, the density and placement of 
stationary devices, and the availability of storage for the device, if requested by the 
user); 

iv) Whether legitimate safety requirements can be established to permit the safe operation 
of the other power-driven mobility device in the specific facility; and 

v) Whether the use of the other power-driven mobility device creates a substantial risk of 
serious harm to the immediate environment or natural or cultural resources, or poses a 
conflict with land management laws and regulations. 

         
Land Classifications:  Outdoor Developed Area Paths (e.g., through developed lawn areas, 
boardwalks or any other routes that pedestrians use).  
 
Paved Trails 
Typical examples of Paved Trails are Bicycle Class I (Greenway Trails) and developed or 
interpretive hiking trails. Paved trails are typically multi-use trails but in some high-use areas 
may be designated for foot traffic only. Tread width can vary from 5 to 14 feet with additional 
shoulder width. Considering the factors listed above, the characteristics of an OPDMD could 
affect other trail users based on the volume of pedestrian traffic and operational characteristics 
of the trail. These trails are typically high capacity, high volume, two-way traffic areas, where a 
width restriction allows for safe passing of other OPDMDs, bicycles and pedestrians. 
 
Wide Unpaved Trails 
Typical examples of wide unpaved trails are natural surface (unpaved) fire and park roads, 
carriage roads, and mowed trails, usually greater than 8 feet in width. These trails are typically 
wide enough for one-way vehicle traffic, and this width restriction allows for safe passing of 
other OPDMDs, bicycles, and pedestrians. 
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Standards for Outdoor Developed Area Paths, Paved Trails and Wide Unpaved Trails: 

• Size: 
OPDMDs shall not be wider than 48” (this width is needed in order to safely allow two 
OPDMDs to pass, and to allow OPDMDs to pass between bollards designed to prevent 
street vehicles operated by people without mobility disabilities from accessing the 
trails). 

• Weight:  
The overall weight of the device and user(s) shall not exceed 550 pounds (the weight 
limit is designed to limit heavier loads for two reasons. Heavier loads may cause 
damage to trails. Heavier devices may also be unstable on surfaces that may not be 
able to accommodate heavier loads safely). 

• Speed: 
OPDMDs shall not be operated at speeds in excess of 5 miles per hour (some paths or 
trails may be unpaved, and steeper than long-distance trails and any faster speeds 
would lead to soil erosion. Also, other paths and paved trails are more heavily used, 
and the lower speed limit is needed for the protection of other path or trail users). 

• Noise: 
OPDMDs shall not produce noise levels in excess of 70 decibels (this is a recognized 
maximum safe noise level). 

• Emissions:  
OPDMDs shall not exceed zero emissions during use (only manually or 
battery/electricity operated devices are permitted). 

  
These trails include natural surface (unpaved), and often unimproved, narrow gauge tread 
(generally 18-36” tread width and maximum 6’ corridor width), suitable for foot travel such as 
hiking, and/or multiple use activities, including mountain biking, and/or horseback riding. These 
are typically narrow trails; two-way traffic would require users to venture off-trail at risk of 
personal injury and harm to natural resources when overtaking or allowing passage.  
 
Standards for Pedestrian (foot) or Multi-Use Single Track Trails: 

• Size:  
To protect other users on these trails, as well as their natural resources, only in-line 
OPDMD devices will be allowed. These OPDMDs should be smaller-sized and not 
exceed 26” in maximum width and have a maximum wheel width of 6”.  

 
The weight, speed, noise and emissions restrictions in the standards for the other land 
classifications above also apply to devices used on these pedestrian or multi-use trails.  
 
In some facilities, these pedestrian or multi-use single track trails may be found in natural or 
remote areas and feature steep or uneven terrain, which may mandate additional caution 
and/or protections for natural resources. To protect patron safety and the area’s natural 
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resources, it may be appropriate to preclude use of OPDMDs on these trails, or subject them to 
recurring seasonal or other restrictions. The facility managers should identify these trails in 
advance as not available to wheelchairs or OPDMDs and ensure that information is posted at the 
facility and on the Agency’s websites and apps.  
 
Policy Statement 

If the OPDMD meets the standards for the land classifications described above an individual 
does not need to request access.  
 
Exception 

On a temporary basis, the facility manager may use the assessment factors and land 
classification to consider whether the characteristics of the OPDMD and on-site conditions such 
as the volume of traffic and operational characteristics of the area or seasonal conditions (e.g. 
flooding, rockslides, wildfires, crowds, etc.) could affect the safety of other users or the user of 
the OPDMD and may preclude use of the OPDMD.  An articulable, legitimate safety concern may 
exist temporarily under certain seasonal conditions in specific areas of a park or historic site; 
however, OPDMDs should be allowed to the extent those temporary conditions are alleviated. 
 
Prohibition 

Gas-powered OPDMD 
One type of OPDMD is a mobility device powered by a gas-fueled engine using natural gas, 
gasoline, diesel, synthetic or biofuel, or a combination thereof, including all-terrain vehicles 
(ATV), carts, off-road bikes, motor scooters, motorcycles, tractors and vehicles (whether two, 
three, or four wheeled).  
 
OPDMDs equipped with gas-fueled engines will largely be prohibited in many park settings due 
to risks outlined below; however, the risks associated with gas-powered devices warrant an 
individualized assessment of the device’s operating condition, operator’s knowledge of existing 
conditions and restrictions, and the intended itinerary. This will reduce the risk of safety hazards 
arising from conflicting use of facilities and trail conditions. Consultation has not presented an 
unreasonable burden to users; virtually all state park facilities are staffed and have the capacity 
to review the request on-site and consult without undue delay. 
 
OPRHP facilities possess significant natural topographical features and ecological resources that 
are managed to support a wide range of plant and animal communities in harmony with public 
recreation. Gas-powered OPDMDs present a substantial risk of harm to operators, visitors, and 
the immediate environment due to their internal combustion engines and relatively large 
dimensions, weight, driving range and/or horsepower.  

 
Additional risks posed by gas-powered devices are detailed as follows: 

• Volatile fuels present a risk of fire created by ignition systems and the heat of engine 
combustion. 
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• Fuel tanks may leak or fuel may spill during refueling. Fuel leaks damage the 
environment and may cause fire.  

• Engine noise can produce a significant zone of disturbance to native wildlife and can 
negatively impact visitor experience. Noise presents a health risk to park users when it 
exceeds 70dB, which the World Health Organization has set as a maximum safe noise 
level in the workplace. Many gas-powered devices, such as ATV and motor bikes, have 
the capacity to routinely exceed this threshold level under otherwise normal operating 
conditions. 

• The exhaust of small internal combustion engines may pose an air quality risk for park 
visitors and employees. 

 
Other Notes: 

• OPRHP facilities may post lower speed limits intended for all users that reflect path or trail 
conditions. 

• Wheelchairs and OPDMD users must operate their devices in a safe manner, consider the 
nature of the path or trail and the other users. 

• Wheelchairs or OPDMDs must always stay on designated paths or trails. Exceptions can be 
made when crossing turf or lawn areas or crosswalks to leave or rejoin a path or trail as 
necessary. 

• When required by New York State law, wheelchair or OPDMD users shall wear protective gear 
or an appropriate helmet while operating their vehicles. 

 
 

Forms 
  
No forms. 
 

Other Related Information 
 
U.S. Department of Justice, Civil Rights Division, Disability Rights Section.  Wheelchairs, Mobility 
Aids, and Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices.  https://www.ada.gov/opdmd.htm 
 
 

History 
 
04/01/2022 Substantial revisions, including removal of permits for OPDMDs, and providing 

guidance on device specifications for certain types of trails. 
 
07/15/2015 Policy created and effective immediately. 
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ADIRONDACK 
Powder Skier Association 

November 25, 2024 

Via U.S. Mail and E-Mail (SLMP UMP Comments@apa.ny.gov) 
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning 
Adirondack Park Agency 
PO Box 99 
Ray Brook, NY 12977 

Re: APSA Comments on SLMP Amendments 

Dear Ms. Phillips, 

As you know, the Adirondack Powder Skier Association, Inc. ("APSA") is a non-profit 
corporation whose members are some of the most knowledgeable backcountry skiers in the 
Adirondacks. On behalf of the APSA please accept the following comments regarding the 
proposed Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan ("SLMP") Amendments. 

The Adirondack Park has thousands of acres of mountainous public lands. Dynamic 
forests and steep slides retain impressive snow depths which currently attract adventurous self­
propelled skiers who hike up the pitch and then ski down through powder. The tradition of 
backcountry ski touring has a rich history in the Adirondacks. 

Relying on ecologically based forestry science, and with input from backcountry skiers, 
the Adirondacks can develop low-impact and safe ski touring trails in defined areas while 
preserving their wild character. For over a decade, APSA has been advancing these goals and 
while the process and seen ebbs and flows, there has been minimal progress. A common hurdle 
has been the lack of appropriate and modern definitions in the SLMP and to overcome that issue, 
in light of the current effort by the APA to amend other sections, these ski-touring amendments 
are long overdue. 

As recognized by the SLMP, ski touring is a primitive form of unconfined recreation 
which is compatible with wilderness and wild forest and should be encouraged as long as the 
degree and intensity of the use does not degrade the wilderness resource itself. By utilizing 
natural openings in mature forests, and with minimal management, appropriate areas within the 
Park can support ski touring trails. Working in tandem with the DEC/APA's effort to provide 



updated trail guidance, we can successfully set forth the permissible criteria for site selection, 
and route design, construction and implementation for safe and sustainable ski touring in the 
Adirondack Park. But the first necessary step is to modernize and clarify the SLMP definitions. 

Historical Perspective 

The Adirondack region is a historic birthplace for skiing in the United States. For over a 
century, hunters, trappers and conservationists relied on skis to access the Adirondack 
back country. John Apperson, the renowned conservationist and founder of the AD K Mountain 
Club and Wilderness Society skied Mount Marcy in 1911 and many trails in the early 1900's 
were originally ski trails. The development of ski resorts increased the popularity and 
concentration of skiing, but it also caused a shift away from the tradition of ski touring: hiking up 
a mountain and skiing down through the woods. Despite its explicit reference in the SLMP, for 
decades ski touring was overlooked in the specific Unit Management Plans. 

In the 1980's, the human-powered concept saw a resurgence as skiers sought refuge away 
from the ski resort's lifts, groomed trails, and crowds. Now, with the advancements in 
technology-including light boots, high-tech bindings, and wide skis-combined with a growing 
movement towards a sustainable low-impact, human-powered culture--backcountry ski touring 
has returned to the Adirondacks. 

Unfortunately, and despite our group's efforts, the current management plans in the Park 
largely ignore this historic, popular and compatible use. This lack of recognition stifles the 
public's use by not providing safe facilities and failing to encourage this compatible use. 

Current Conditions 

While a skier can legally access public lands, once the pitch increases there are minimal 
opportunities for a safe ski touring experience in the Park. Most boulder-strewn foot trails are 
designed for and used by hikers and snowshoers. The snow on these narrow trails is quickly 
compacted, increasing the skier's speed and the danger that other trail users may be moving 
uphill in the same confined space. 

"Ski Trails"-which includes a total of 9.0 disconnected and segmented miles in the High 
Peaks Wilderness Area, and a several mile loop trail in the Siamese Pond Wilderness area-are 
not clearly defined in the regulations nor on the ground. These "ski trails" are generally 
disconnected and segmented as they are located on isolated portions of multi-use "hiking 
trails"-thereby fostering a dangerous condition and failing to encourage compatible and historic 
recreational uses. 

Compatible Use 

The SLMP specifically encourages the primitive and unconfined nature of ski touring. 
The plan's Wilderness section states that: "[t]he following types of recreational use are 
compatible with wilderness and should be encouraged as long as the degree and intensity of the 
use does not endanger the wilderness resource itself ... ski touring ... and other forms of primitive 



and wiconfined recreation" ( emphasis added). Simply put, ski touring is a permitted use that 
should be encouraged. 

Backcountry ski trails, and their associated management, require clear definitions in the 
SLMP. Focusing on Wilderness areas, which are the most protective, the SLMP provides that 
construction of new conforming structures "will be restrained to comply with Wilderness 
standards for primitive and wiconfined types of recreation and to permit better maintenance and 
rehabilitation of existing structures and improvements," and also provides that conforming 
structures and improvements must "be designed and located so as to blend with the surrounding 
environment and to require only minimal maintenance." Notwithstanding this general language, 
based on the lack of significant progress since APSA's inception, we, along with other local 
advocacy groups, recognize that a modern and appropriate revision of the existing definition is 
needed within the SLMP. Simply ignoring ski touring facilities, and boxing them into "cross 
country ski trails with the character and dimensions of a footpath" unnaturally limits these 
facilities to hybrid foot trails only on gentle slopes. This is unsafe, outdated and 
counterproductive because it then forces a variety of uses into untenable management options. 
That is, recreational use has outpaced the arcane definitions within the SLMP and fails to provide 
tailored facilities for a safe and enjoyable experience. 

At this point, in light of the current work to modernize the SLMP, it is entirely 
appropriate and frankly long overdue to implement a modem, modest and common-sense SLMP 
amendment for ski touring. 

No Constitutional Amendment is Required 

While a SLMP Amendment is necessary to clarify the ski-touring use, to be clear, an 
amendment to the NYS Constitution is not required. First, it is extremely important to 
distinguish "ski touring trails" from a resort based "ski trail". In Protect the Adirondacks v. NYS 
DEC, the Court of Appeals briefly referenced "ski trails" as an example of prior constitutional 
amendments. This is readily distinguished from "ski touring trails" because the "ski trails" 
referenced in the Protect Decision was specifically describing the 220-foot wide clear-cut ski 
trails, with associated heavy machinery earth works, which were proposed for Whiteface and 
Gore Mountains. In addition, focusing on the constitutional amendment trigger for snowmobile 
trails, the Protect Decision relied on a plan which requires the cutting and removal of thousands 
of trees, grading and leveling, and the removal of rocks and other natural components from the 
Forest Preserve. Conversely, a "ski touring trail"-per the impending trail guidance document-­
would involve the removal of a de-minimis number of trees (well below the threshold from the 
Balsam Lake Decision and within similar parameters of a hiking or biking trail); would not 
involve any grading or leveling as the natural contours of the existing ground would be retained; 
and would not involve the removal of any rocks or natural components. To be clear, a "ski 
touring trail" would be designed in a manner causing the least effect on the local environment, 
which would inherently be well-below any trigger for a NYS constitutional amendment. 



Proposed SLMP Amendment 

Pursuant to Section 816(2) of the Adirondack Park Agency Act, the following 
amendment is proposed to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan: 

(1) Clarify the following definition in the "Definitions" section of the Master Plan: 

Cross Count,,,, Ski Trail (Ski Touring Trail)- a marked trail, designated for travel by skis, located 
and designed to provide access in a manner causing the least effect on the local environment. 

Once again, the APSA would like to thank you for listening to and responding to the 
voice of Adirondack Backcountry Skiers, and for advancing this important SLMP amendment. 

Respectfully, 

-'Ron Konow£ ~ 
President Adirondack Powder Skier Assoc. Inc. 

Dean C. Schneller, Esq. 
Vice President Adirondack Powder Skier Assoc. Inc. 

cc: (via e-mail) : NYS Senator Dan Stec 
NYS DEC Katharine Petronis 
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LAKE GEORGE BATTLEFIELD PARK ALLIANCE 

PO Box26 
Lake George, New York 12845 
www.lakegeorgebattlefield.org 

November 4, 2024 

Megan Phillips 
Deputy Director, Planning 
Adirondack Park Agency 
PO Box 99 
Ray Brook, NY 12977 

RE: Adirondack Park Agency State Land Use Master Plan Amendments-Public 
Comment 

Dear Ms. Phillips: 

The Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance (LGBP A) is hereby submitting formal 
comment to the Adirondack Park Agency regarding its 2024 State Land Use Master Plan 
amendments. While these comments are not immediately germane to any of the current 
proposed amendments, we believe they are intrinsically warranted and need to be 
considered for thorough review at this time as a potential additional amendment to be 
included in the current proposal. 

The current draft amendment includes a change to the definition of"historic use". With 
immediate relevance to the topic of "historic use", the LGBP A seeks to have the AP A 
consider the re-classification of six (6) parcels of New York State land within the Town 
of Lake George, specifically Tax Map Nos. 264.07-2-1, 264.07-2-2, 264.07-2-3 and 
264.07-2-74, 264.10-1-43 and 264.10-1-44 (See Exhibit A), from "Intensive Use" to 
"Historic Use" . These properties make up a large part of what is known as the Lake 
George Battlefield Park (LGBP), and include the Lake George Battleground Campground 
property, the Lake George Battlefield Park Day Use Area and other acreage within the 
Battlefield Park Historic District (NR No. 11NR06215). In a similar light, the APA had 
previously classified a portion of the State-owned lands at Crown Point [one of five (5) 
properties so classified] "Historic" and the LGBP A feels that the Battlefield Park Historic 
District should not be treated any differently since it is as (and arguably more) 
historically significant as the Crown Point property. See the attached Exhibit B which 
depicts the portion of the lands at Crown Point which are designated "Historic". 

The very names of the Lake George Battlefield Park and Lake George Battleground 
Campground call out their historic character. It is important to remember the reason for 
the initial purchase and dedication of this land by New York State in the late 19th Century 
- to commemorate the Battle of Lake George-- and why it was placed on the National 
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Register of Historic Places: to preserve its unique history. The Intensive Use 
classification that it holds today is wholly inappropriate for such a consequential historic 
land that played a critical role in both the French and Indian and the American 
Revolutionary Wars. The historic nature of the subject lands is well known and 
corroborated by many scholarly books and journals, as well as the report prepared by 
Hartgen Archeology Associates in October of 2018 ("Hartgen Report") through a 
National Park Service American Battlefield Protection Program grant (GA 2287-16-05) 
awarded to the Town of Lake George, and spearheaded by our Trustee, Town Director of 
Planning and Zoning Dan Barusch. 

This grant's scope included an "Analysis of the Military Campaigns associated with Fort 
George" (the ruins of which lie within the LGBP Day Use Area) and its "Environs". The 
Hartgen Report, both in its Cultural Resource Inventories and accompanying maps, 
details extremely historically significant military actions, fortifications and related 
facilities and structures having taken place or been constructed on this property, primarily 
associated with the French and Indian War, and are listed below in Table 1, and appended 
to this comment letter. The referenced maps within the report (Appendix la-f), which 
depict the locations of these cultural resources, generally cover the period 1755-1759. 
They also include a separate map regarding the 1775 Henry Knox Artillery Train, which 
was a critical event that traversed this property, and which Historian Victor Brooks has 
called "one of the most stupendous feats of logistics in the entire Revolutionary War". 
Specifically relevant Cultural Resource Inventories can be found in Appendix 2a-f. 

Table 1: Cultural Resource Inventory Forms, " Analysis of Military Campaigns at Fort George and Environs", 2018 

Year Applicable Cultural Resource Inventory Form 
1755 1 - William Johnson Encampment • (Appendix 2a) 

• 2 - Military Road 

• 5 - Magazine, Marquee and Artillery Park 
1756 5 - Lime and Brick Kilns (Brick Kiln located on • (Appendix 2b) 

campground parcel) 
1757 4 - Colonel Young's Retrenchment "Entrenched Camp" • (Appendix 2c) 

• 9 - French Positions after the Siege 
1758 11 - English Enlarged Encampment ( entire DEC property • (Appendix 2d) 

west of Fort George Road) 

• 12 - Stockaded Post and Hospital 
1759 1 - Fort George Southwest Bastion • (Appendix 2e) 

• 5 - Artillery Park 

• 10 - Lime Kiln 

• 11 - Hospital, Barracks and Stores 
1775 
( Appendix 2f) • Henry Knox Artillery Train 
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The historic nature of the subject lands is also validated by information in the Hartgen 
Report such as the identification of individual sites within the Park that have National or 
State-Register eligibility and are identified as important "18th century archaeological 
sites" (Table 6, Appendix 3a) by the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and 
Historic Preservation . Within the already-designated Historic District, there exist the 
ruins of Fort George (Map No. 3, OPRHP Site No. 11302.000005) and earthworks of the 
military outpost constructed in 1759 by Commander Lord Jeffery Amherst. Fort George 
was captured by patriot forces in 1775, abandoned to the British in 1777 (who used it to 
support Burgoyne's unsuccessful campaign that ended in defeat at Saratoga), re-occupied 
after the Battle of Saratoga by American troops, and captured and ultimately destroyed by 
British Major Christopher Carleton in 1780. 

Also within the LGBP are what is known as the Lake George Battleground Campground 
Prehistoric Site (Map No. 12, OPRHP Site No. 11302.000054), which is part of the 
National Register Listing and where several artifacts have been found, as well as the 
Lake George Battleground Campground Human Burials (Map No. 18, OPRHP Site No. 
11341.000033), where partial remains of several people, probably of Euro-American 
descent dating to an unknown time period, were found. 

The Cultural Resource inventory forms also point out instances of artifacts and relics of 
cultural significance that have been uncovered on these properties (Table 8, Appendix 
3a). Prior archaeological surveys which have been performed within the grounds of the 
LGBP have also resulted in important historic findings which should not be overlooked. 
During the Phase 1 that was completed for the Battleground Campground (Map ID# 2), 
French and Indian War period artifacts and features were recovered. During the Phase 1 
and Phase 2 analyses for the Million Dollar Beach Site (Map ID# 23), which was 
partially conducted on the subject parcel to the east of Fort George Road, two pre-contact 
sites and one historic site were identified, while 194 historic and pre-contact artifacts 
were recovered including 18th century artifacts such as lead musket balls and a large 
circular stone feature, believed to be an 18th century kiln. Finally, during SUNY 
Adirondack Field School investigations directed by Dr. David Starbuck (1999, 2000, 
2001, 2014 and 2015; Map ID#42) a possible blacksmith's shop and several hut sites 
were identified. 

Furthermore, but not included in the Hartgen report, additional and critically important 
historic events are known to have taken place in the LGBP, most commonly associated 
with the Revolutionary War Era. Those include but are not limited to: 

• 1775: The Recapture of Fort George by American Patriots. Roughly concurrent with 
the capture of Forts Ticonderoga and Crown Point, Captain Bernard Romans led a 
contingent of patriots who took control of the British outpost at the head of Lake 
George in May 1775. This allowed the patriots control of the entire 33-mile length of 
the lake at a very early stage of the Revolution. 

• 1775: Henry Knox's Artillery Train. Col. Knox arrived at Fort George early in 
December 1775 and used the fort as his base both before and after retrieving 60 tons 
of artillery that he would ultimately transport to General Washington in Boston. The 
"train", which in total traveled approximately 300 miles, traversed the current LGBP 
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as the first portion of Knox's incredible overland trek, providing the key resources 
for Washington to force the British evacuation of Boston in March 1776. 

• 1776: Continental Army General Hospital. In July 1776, in an effort to lessen the 
spread of smallpox among Continental troops, a general hospital was established on 
the grounds of modern-day LGBP to treat infected soldiers separately from the 
fortresses at Ticonderoga and Crown Point. More than 3,000 patients were housed 
here, serving as the Army's largest during that period. The 44 or more remains 
scheduled to be reinterred at Lake George Battlefield Park in 2026 are believed to be 
among those who perished at the hospital in 1776. 

• 1777: British Supply Depot Supporting the Burgoyne Campaign. Having been 
abandoned by the Continental Army in the face of Burgoyne's capture of Fort 
Ticonderoga, Fort George was occupied by the British and German armies and used 
as a supply depot to provide logistical support as the General moved south toward 
his planned capture of Albany in the summer and early fall of 1777. Burgoyne' s 
defeat at Saratoga caused the British to depart Fort George and retreat to Canada. 

• 1780: Destruction of Fort George by the British. "Carleton's Raid", under the 
direction of Major Christopher Carleton, cut a swath of violence and destruction in 
the Lake George-Lake Champlain Region in October 1780, including the destruction 
of Fort George by the British and the killing or capture of the entire Continental 
Army contingent stationed there. 

Finally, the LGBP is home to several historically sensitive and relevant memorials 
dedicated to fallen American military. Aside from the ever-important Unknown Soldiers 
memorial honoring four French and Indian War soldiers who perished in 1755 and whose 
remains are located on the knoll of the LGBP overlooking the Lake, the property is set to 
be home to the "Repose of the Fallen" project, which is a commemorative reinterrnent of 
44 Continental soldiers and others who were discovered on a construction site in 2019 in 
the Village of Lake George. These soldiers are believed to be among the First 
Pennsylvania Battalion (among others) who perished at the smallpox hospital at Lake 
George in 1776. This project was approved by both the APA and the NYSDEC and has 
garnered support from both houses of the State Legislature, the United States Army 
Office of Cemeteries, and US Senate Majority Leader Charles Schumer. 

We are familiar with the current uses of the Battleground Campground and Day Use 
Areas. We are not advocating for the cessation of, or even a change to, such uses, but 
believe a Historic classification will help protect the properties by minimizing 
topographical alterations and preserving their scenic, natural and open space resources. 
This will serve to limit the construction of new structures and proposals to develop 
additional uses that could be considered a threat to the critical historic resource. The 
change in classification would also facilitate the State's enhanced stewardship of the 
property to reflect prioritization based on historic preservation rather than recreation. 
Again, the property involved in our request is a National Register-Listed Property 
referenced as the Lake George Battlefield Park Historic District, and clearly meets 
eligibility requirements for the AP A's Historic classification. 

Beyond the reclassification of this land to Historic, these preservation goals can also be 
achieved through the development of a Special Historic Area Unit Management Plan 

4 



(UMP), similar to the one that has been drafted for Crown Point, to acknowledge the 
present uses, focus on current and future preservation efforts, and prevent topographical 
alterations and the construction of new buildings. 

We urge the APA, based on the aforementioned information, to consider an additional 
amendment to the AP A State Land Use Master Plan, that would include (portions of) the 
Lake George Battlefield Park and Battleground Campgrounds as the APA's sixth (6th

) 

"Historic " property, to help further protect this critically important resource. We 
recommend you contact the New York State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) and the 
State Board for Historic Preservation for their concurrence on this proposal, to 
substantiate the credibility and eligibility behind this request. We sincerely appreciate 
your attention to this proposal and thank you for the opportunity to submit comments on 
the proposed amendments to the AP A State Land Use Master Plan. 

Should you need anything further, or any additional clarification on this information, 
please do not hesitate to contact us. 

FOR THE BOARD'_.;O~~ 

(fie 
John DiNuzzo 
President 
Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance 

5 
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In all, Hartgen has identified nine resources with the potential for a distinct archeological signature and clearly 
defined location based on historical maps (Map 11). These include the William Johnson encampment in August 
1755 to the construction of Fort William Henry late in the fall of 1755 (Table 17).  

In addition, we have identified one large battlefield with three smaller distinct engagements related to the Battle 
of Lake George, Bloody Morning Scout ambuscade and skirmish, the French attack of the Johnson 
encampment, and a rear guard action at Bloody Pond late in the day.  

Date Event 
Late summer 1755 French forces under Baron Dieskau massed to blunt any English attempts at Crown Point 
September 4, 1755 Dieskau led a strong detachment of troops to Fort Lyman [later Fort Edward] 
September 8, 1755 Battle of Lake George: Baron Dieskau·s French force defeated at Lake George by 

Generals Johnson and Lyman 
October 1755 French withdrew to Ticonderoga Point, where they began constructing Fort Carillon !Later 

Fort Ticonderoga] 

11.2 1755 Resource Forms 

Table 17. Identified Resources from 1755 in Lake George. 

Resource ID Resource 

1755 
1 William Johnson Encampment 
2 Military Road 
3 Bloody Pond 
4 Johnsons· Picket Fort 
5 Magazine, Marquee, Artillery Park, 
6 Fort William Henry 
7 South Ravelin 
8 Diamond Island and Dick Islands 
9 Causeway over swamp 
81 Battle of Lake George 
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The pier was likely completed in November to take advantage of the ice. The ice was likely cut, with the final 
caisson dropped into place. The landside portions of the wharf were likely constructed before the lake iced 
over. The end of the dock was approximately 6 feet 8 inches below water surface, with an additional 3 feet of 
the wood dock exposed above the waterline.  

In the early winter of 1756, the troops were dismissed from Lake George, leaving behind a small garrison under 
Colonel William Eyre, the fort�s original engineer. The former encampment to the southwest was abandoned 
and the ditches likely filled, so as not to provide an advantage to potential enemy forces. The area was never 
re-occupied by troops. In 1757, only a small force was stationed in Lake George, and the former encampment 
was converted to a garden for the garrison. Troops that could not be accommodated in the fort were positioned 
further to the southwest and later in the Young Retrenchment.  

In all, seven historical resources were identified for the year 1756 (Map 12)(Table 20). These all relate to Fort 
William Henry, it allied structures and defenses, as well as camps associated with supporting troops which could 
not be housed in the relatively small fort. There were no sizable battles and therefore no battlefield forms were 
created for this year.  

Table 19. Lake George-specific timeline, 1756. 
Date Event 
Winter of 1755 Following the construction of Fort William Henry in 1755, a winter garrison was placed in 

the fort under Colonel Jonathan Bagley 
Summer of 1756 New army raised from Provincial troops to mount another proposed expedition to Crown 

Point. The army marched north for Fort Edward and Fort William Henry at Lake George. 
Early July 1756 7,000 troops arrived in Lake George 
Summer of 1756 Huts built by soldiers and storehouses likely constructed 
Late summer 1756 Ravelin completed ; Col. Gridley finished by adding three embrasures for small artillery 

pieces 
Late summer 1756 Prior to the arrival of additional Regulars, Col. Gridley planned to consolidate the troops 

into a single, fortified encampment SW of the fort 
By the end of summer Additional Regular troops augmented the army at Lake George. 
1756 
Late August - early Brick and lime kilns likely built 
September, 1756 
September 1756 Detachment arrived from Ft. Edward to clear the associated parade ground 
Early to mid-September, Construction of the Bridge/Sluice over the West Brook 
1756 
September 16, 1756 Hawley reported that the "fascine entrenchment is completed " around the camp 
November 10, 1756 Captain Edmund Wells reported that his troops began to "haule down the faschine 

batteree & expected that some of our Regts will march off soon" 
November 1756 Wharf and pier constructed 
Early winter of 1756 Troops were dismissed from Lake George, leaving behind a small garrison under Col. 

William Eyre. The former encampment was abandoned and the ditches likely filled . 

12.2 1756 Resource forms 

Table 20. Identified Resources for the year 1756. 
1756 

1 Soldiers· Huts 
2 Fort William Henry Exterior Storehouses 

3 Second Encampment 

4 Col. Gridley·s Redoubt 

5 Lime and Brick Kilns 
6 Wooden Pier or Wharf 
7 Sluice/Bridge over West Brook 
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French troops after they surrounded the capitulated fort. Similarly, Native allies began to force their way into 
the retrenched camp in search of arms and supplies (Bellico 2010:124).  

Despite efforts by the French to post regular troops near the English fort and camp, the pillaging continued. 
The next morning the march back to Fort Edward commenced but, as Frye noted, the �plundering� did not 
stop, and instead quickly spiraled out of control. Fearful that the French officers would deny them their 
promised bounty, the Native allies acted quickly to secure English supplies. In the resulting melee sick soldiers 
were killed and others beaten and harassed. The Native allies also picked out the English Native allies and black 
soldiers �and carried them off� (Frye and Frye 1819:366).  

Even as the troops marched out of the retrenched camp, the attacks continued along the Military Road. Some 
English troops took to the woods to escape the chaos. They likely fared no better. The relentless attack on the 
English troops continued for at least three miles along the Military Road (Bellico 2010:128).  

The post-siege fighting claimed between 50 and 300 soldiers, as well as women, children and civilians that were 
part of the English camps. It lasted until Colonel Monro was escorted back to Fort Edward with last of the 
English and Provincial troops on August 14 (Bellico 2010:128-129).  

In all, 16 difference historical resources were identified and mapped for the year 1757 (Table 22)(Map 13). The 
vast majority are associated with the summer siege of Montcalm. The English camp before the siege and the 
English construction of a sluice and bridge over the Eat Brook, represents some of the few improvements that 
were made prior to the siege. Further, the camp was abandoned as an unsustainable positon and replaced with 
Colonel Young�s retrenched encampment just prior to the siege. Two battlefield forms were also created for 
the winter and summer raids by the French.  

13.2 1757 Resource Forms 

Table 23. Identified Resources for the year 1757. 
1757 

1 Montcalm"s Camp 
2 English Camp before Siege 
3 Wharf and Magazine at Montcalm"s Landing 
4 Col. Young·s Retrenchment 
5 Montcalm"s Right Flank 
6 Native Camps during Siege 
7 French Marines and Infantry above West Brook 
8 Scouting Parties, Grenadiers and Pickets, 1st Position of Army 
9 French Position after Siege, East of West Brook 
10 French Position after Siege, West or West Brook 
11 French Batteries and Saps 
12 English Gardens 
13 English Redoubt 
14 French Causeway 
15 French Rear Guard 
16 Bridge/Sluice over East Brook 
81 Rigaud's Winter Raid 
82 Montcalm's Summer Siege of Fort William Henry 
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By October 1758, Abercromby was relieved of duty and replaced with General Jeffery Amherst. Amherst visited 
Lake George on October 5, and thus began the plans for a new expedition to be conducted the following year. 
Between the 16th and 25th Abercromby ordered all the boats sunk, and cannons and various stores buried for 
future use, and all that could not be moved to be destroyed as to deprive the enemy anything of defensive value 
during the winter and spring of 1759 (Nester 2008:196).  

In the spring of 1759, Amherst began construction of a new fort (Fort George) as well as a new picket fort and 
hospital. Two buildings were thus placed into the defensive works in 1759, replacing the destroyed L-shaped 
building of 1758. 

In all, 12 inventory forms were crated for 1758 (Table 25)(Map 14). Each of which is related to Abercrombie�s 
large encampment at the head of Lake George. Originally thought to be a short-term camp, after the disastrous 
losses at Fort Carillon, the army was forced to spend the summer and fall at the south end of Lake George. As 
a result, a series of fortifications, structures, camps, and posts were created. There were no battles at the 
southern end of the lake that year, and therefore no battlefield resource forms were created.  

14.2 1758 Resource forms 

Table 25. Identified Resources for the year 1758. 
1758 

1 Advanced Guard on Lake 
2 Advanced Guard and Dock 
3 Advanced Guard, East Brook 
4 Advanced Guard, Military Road 
5 Advanced Guard , Provincial, Upper West Brook 
6 Advanced Guard, West Brook 
7 Advanced Guard, Upper Prospect Mt. Brook 
8 Fort Gage -Provincial Light Infantry, (Col. Patridge·s Rangers] 
9 Maior Rogers· Encampment 
10 Light Infantry Encampment 
11 Enlarged English Entrenchment 
12 Stockaded Post & Hospital 
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completed. He requested that Montresor add a �casemate under the Rampart of the East Flank of the Bastion� 
and hoped work would continue the following year (Bellico 2010:214). A number of French prisoners were 
kept at the bastion over the winter. One described the fort in early December as �a square fort measuring about 
80 toises (511 feet) on each exterior side. The lower part of the rampart is more than 18 feet thick and made of 
masonry. The parapet is timbers placed one on top of the other, are well cut to size and banked up with earth 
twelve feet thick�.a bastion completed, entirely casemated like a redoubt� (Bellico 2010:214). It is likely that, 
by the end of 1759, the British once again destroyed the wharves when leaving Fort George, as they had done 
the previous year. 

In all, 11 resources were identity for the year 1759 (Table 28)(Map 15). The most of important of which was 
the initial construction of the southwest bastion of Fort George. The other resources include new camp sites 
for various regiments (mostly Rangers, Grenadiers, and Light Infantry), different than those of 1758. A new 
wharf, garden, saw mill, and lime kiln were all constructed under Amherst�s army to facility the expedition 
northwards. Also new hospitals, barracks, and storehouses were constructed to meet the needs of the new army 
at the lake. There were no major battle in 1759 and therefore no battlefield resource forms were created.  

15.2 1759 Resources Forms 

Table 28. Identified Resources for the year 1759. 
1759 

1 Fort George 
2 Grenadiers Encampment 
3 Provincial Troops Encampment [southeast of stockade post) 
4 East Wharf 
5 New Artillery Park 
6 Garden 
7 80th Light Foot Encampment 
8 Saw Mill 
9 Square Fortification [unlabeled) 
10 Lime Kiln 
11 Hospitals, Barracks, and Stores 
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Table 29. Identified Resources for the years 1775-1780. 
1775-80 

1775-1 Henry Knox Artillery Train 
1777-81 Battle of Diamond Island-Battlefield 
1780-81 Second Battle of Bloody Pond-Battlefield 
1755-1780 Military Burials 
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Table 6. Summary of 18th-century archeological sites within the Town and Village of Lake George. 
Map OPRHPSite Site Description Approximate Resource ID 
Number No. Identifier location 
1 11302.000003/ Bloody Pond Site of one of three separate engagements Bloody Pond, 1755-3; 

11302.000031 Massacre which are known as the ··sattle of Lake east of Route 9 1755-81 
Site George·· between the French & English and 

their Indian Allies on Sept 8, 1755. 250 men 
from Fort Edward surprised a party of 300 
Canadians and Indians here and under 
Captain McGinnis overwhelmed them. The 
slaughtered were thrown in to the pond, 
which gave it its name. 

2 11302.000002 Fort Gage Site of military outpost occupied by the South of Fort 1758-8 
British from Fort William Henry in 1757 as an William Henry, 
outpost previous to the attack by Dieskau between 
[mis-information recorded on site form, see Northway and 
resource form 1758-8). Route 9 

3 11302.000005 Fort George Earthworks of military outpost constructed in East of Fort 1759-1 
1759 by Commander Lord Jeffrey Amherst, George Road, 
but never completed . Abandoned in 1777, but northeast of 
re-occupied after Battle of Saratoga by Garrison Lane 
American troops. Captured by Major Carlton 
in 1780. 

4 11302.000008 Diamond Relics from the Colonial War period have Diamond 1755-8 
Island been found on the lake Bottom near the Island 
Battlefield island; in 1777, the British were moving large 

quantities of supplies and storing them on 
the island; the Americans attempted to seize 
the island, but were defeated. 

5 11302.000010 Diamond A peace monument was erected on the Diamond 1755-8 
Island Site northern end of the island, the inscription Island 
[ALB 116) reads, "Peace Here the conqueror of many 

wars 1666-1777, French Armies passed this 
island under Courcelles 1666, St. Helene 
1690, Manteth 1693, Vaudreull 1745, Dieskau 
1755, Montcalm 1757-1758, Colonist-English 
army under Abercrombie and Howe after 
defeat 400 here encamped, Island called 
Diamond 1777, Two companies 47th British 
Infantry Co. Montresor and Capt. Aubrey 
fortified and Sept 24th defeated Americans 
23 days before British surrender at 
Saratoga ... "; chert flakes also found south of 
the monument. 

6 11302.000017 Wiawaka NRL; ''The Sunken Fleet of 1758" remnants Southern Lake 
Bateau Site on the bottom of Lake George. They along George 

with the Land Tortoise, the sloop Halifax and 
dozens more bateaux were intentionally 
scuttled to protect them from French patrols. 

7 11302.000018 Birch Avenue NRE; artifacts uncovered include: axes, West of 1759-10 
Military metal buttons, gun flints, gun parts, coins Evergreen 
Encampment cannon balls, musket balls, hand blown Cemetery 

green bottle glass, plain and decorated and 
delftware [See Collamer 1993, 1994, 1997). 
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Map OPRHPSite Site Description Approximate Resource ID 
Number No. Identifier location 
8 11302.000019 Radeau Land National Historic Landmark [NHL), Northeast of 

Tortoise Discovered in 1990, this 51 foot vessel was Tea Island 
Wreck Site built by the Royal and Provincial forces in 

1758. It is remarkably intact for a vessel of its 
age and has provided information about the 
construction of radeaux in the 18th century 
which up unto this point was unobtainable. 

9 11302.000032 British Built in 1758; houses and street built on the North of 1758-2 
Advanced site in the 20th-century. Prolyn Road 
Guard and 
Dock Site 

10 11302.000033 Fortified No more information . East of Fort 1758-11 
British camp George Road, 
site northeast of 

Garrison Lane 
11 11302.000051 Brookside Single lead musket ball. North of Route 

Historic Site 9L 
12 11302.000054 Lake George NRL; both historic and precontact artifacts East of Fort 

Battlefield including 5 chert flakes, 1 chert biface, 1 George Road, 
Campground delftware fragment, and 1 pipe stem [See northeast of 
Prehistoric Curtin 2001 l. Garrison Lane 
Site 

13 11341 .000002 Fort William NRL; historic military site. The original fort South of 1755-6 
Henry was constructed in 1755 by Major General Beach Road 

William Johnson during the French and 
Indian War for protection against the French 
invasion . Johnson named the site for the 
Igrandson of King George II. 

14 11341 .000007 Montcalm This site was a portion of the interconnecting Montcalm 1757-1 
Street Site Montcalm's fortifications which played a role Street in 

in the communications of the French Army between 
during the French and Indian War. Ottawa and 

Iroquois 
Streets 

15 11341.000019 Nimo Human The excavation and removal of a human Northwestern 1755-1780 
Skeleton skeleton on Mohican Street; most likely the corner of Military 

remains of a young 18th-century soldier. Mohican and Burials 
Canada 
Streets 

16 11341 .000025 Submerged 18th-century bateau is likely covered by delta Off the 
18th-century sediment; it has not yet been recovered but western shore 
bateau there is a high probability it is there. of Lake 
historic site George, near 

the end of 
Scrimshaw 
Lane 

17 11341 .000028 Fort William Prehistoric and historic site with human Just south of 1755-1780 
Henry remains. 18th-century artifacts include Beach Road, Military 
Military Rhenish stoneware, pipe stem fragments, northwest of Burials 
Cemetery and green window glass. Fort William 
and Henry 
Precontact 
Site 
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Map OPRHPSite Site Description Approximate Resource ID 
Number No. Identifier location 
18 11341 .000033 Lake George Partial remains of two people, probably of North of Lake 1755-1780 

Battlefield Euro-American descent dating to unknown George Military 
Campground time period [See NYSM 2011). Forum, east of Burials 
Human Route 9, west 
Burials of Fort George 

Road 
19 11341 .000036 The Million 194 historic and precontact artifacts Just south of 1756-5 

Dollar Beach recovered including 18th-century artifacts Beach Road 
Historic Site such as a lead musket ball and a piece of nearthe 

hand-blown olive-green bottle glass; also auxiliary 
uncovered was a large circular stone feature, parking lot 
most likely an 18th-century lime kiln [See 
NYSM 2013]. 
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Table 7. 18th-century National Register Listed property in the Town and Village of Lake George. 
NR number Property Status Description Location and Proximity to Project 

Name 
11NR06215 Lake George NRL This historic district includes the Lake Southern shore of Lake George, 

Battlefield George Battlefield Park, the Lake encompasses Million Dollar Beach 
Park Historic George Battleground Campground and 
District Lake George Beach State Park; 

numerous archeological sites 
associated with a series of conflicts 
between c.1755 and c. 1814. 

92PR02515 Wiawaka NRL The ··sunken Fleet of 1758'"; seven Approximately one mile north of Lake 
Bateaux Site 1758 bateaux, also known as the George Beach on the east side of the 

"Wiawaka Bateaux Cluster," are 25 to lake 
36 feet long and 4 to 5 feet wide; these 
warships lie roughly perpendicular to 
shore over a 450-foot long area, 
suggesting they were all scuttled at 
once; only the bottom planks, the 
lower part of the ribs, some cleats and 
garboards remain; stones, apparently 
used to help sink them, can be found 
on the bottom planks. 

95NR00819 Land Tortoise NHL Floating gun battery, built by provincial Located in the south basin, nearly two 
[radeau] troops under the direction of Samuel miles north of Lake George Beach. 
Shipwreck Site Cobb in 1758; appears to be the sole 

survivor of this class of military 
vessels unique to Lake George and 
Lake Champlain in the eighteenth 
century; it also has been designated by 
the Smithsonian Institution as "the 
oldest intact war vessel in North 
America." 

66NR00891 Adirondack NHL First state forest preserve in the Located in Clinton, Essex, Franklin, 
Forest United States; established in 1885 to Fulton, Hamilton, Herkimer, St. 
Preserve preserve several million acres of Lawrence, and Warren Counties; 

forest land. 
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Table 8. Previous surveys within the Town and Village of Lake George. 
Map Project/Phase Summary Citation 
ID 
1 Proposed Pirates Cove The site of Fort Gage and the old military road from Lake [Curtin 2000] 

Miniature Golf, Phase I George to Fort Edward border the project site. The Fort 
Gage site is well-defined outside the project by the record 
and descriptions of earlier investigators. The old military 
road intersects with modern Route 9 opposite the south 
end of the project. No evidence of archeological sites could 
be located through shovel testing. No additional work was 
recommended . 

2 Proposed Campground, Lake The project contains several important colonial military [Curtin 2001] 
George Battlefield Park, facilities. These include Fort George, the bastion of a 
Phase 1 partially constructed French and Indian War Fort. The 

project area also contains a portion of the site of the 1755 
Battle of Lake George, and part of the site of the 1757 
massacre subsequent to the surrender of Fort William 
Henry. French and Indian War period artifacts and 
features were recovered. Avoidance of any disturbance 
within the project is recommended. 

3 Victoria 's Grant Subdivision, The Phase 18 incorporated visual inspections of the [Arch Tech 2004] 
Phase I exposed soils in disturbed areas with the excavation of 100 

shovel tests in the remaining lots where development had 
not occurred . Only one glass windowpane fragment was 
recovered . No foundations, earthworks, midden areas or 
other indications of either precontact or historic 
occupation were identified . No further archeological work 
was recommended. 

4 Hampton Inn, Phase I One piece of white salt-glazed stoneware was uncovered [Hartgen 2003] 
from 61 screened shovel tests. No precontact or 
significant historical deposits were encountered. No 
further work was recommended . 

5 Wakonda Lodge, Phase I No archeological deposits or sites were identified. No [Black Drake 
further work was recommended . 2007a] 

6 PIN 1805.66.101 Site #1, Eight shovel tests were excavated in the Lake George [Hartgen 2005] 
Phase I portion of the project. One fragment of whiteware was 

found. No buried archeological sites were identified and no 
further work was recommended . 

7 Proposed Wingate Inn, Phase One precontact site I 11341 .000024] was identified and one [Landmark 2005] 
I and II historic site was identified. The Wingate Historic Site 2 was 

identified as a find spot where an 18th-century musket ball 
was found. Avoidance of the precontact site was 
recommended. The location of Wingate Historic Site 2 was 
located in severely disturbed soils. No further work was 
recommended for this find spot. 

8 Lake George Special Eight shovel tests were excavated at the site of the [Hartgen 2006] 
Communications Facility, proposed tower and along testable portions of the access 
Phase I road . No archeological resources were encountered. No 

additional work was recommended . 
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Map Project/Phase Summary Citation 
ID 
9 Proposed Cora Court 15-Lot Two precontact sites were identified. The Bloody Pond [Hudson Mohawk 

Subdivision, Phase I Road Site was identified as a small lithic scatter. 2006] 
Avoidance of this site was recommended . A chert biface 
midsection fragment and a small thinning flake were 
uncovered at the French Mountain Site. This site may have 
been a temporary hunting camp. This site is located 
outside of the Area of Potential Effect [APE] and is not at 
risk for destruction. No further work was recommended 
for this site. 

10 Wingate Prehistoric Site, Small, temporary camp utilized by a hunting and gathering [Colla mer 2007] 
Phase Ill group probably in the fall/winter season. 

11 Beach Road Reconstruction, The three areas of potential effects are covered by [Hartgen 2011] 
Phase I twentieth-century fill deposits that greatly exceed the 

depth of the projects expected impacts. No natural soils 
were uncovered, and no archeological deposits were 
identified. No additional work was recommended. 

12 Route 9 and West Brook The project has been subjected to extensive disturbance, [Berger 2009] 
Project Area, Phase I and no precontact or historic archeological resource were 

identified. 
13 West Brook Stormwater The project had at least 10 feet of modern fill and all [Birchwood 2012; 

Facility, Phase 18 and project disturbances were within this fill. No further work Black Drake 2007b] 
addendum was recommended. 

14 Mountain's Edge Subdivision, Historic Midden consisting of 20th-century artifacts were [Colla mer 2006; 
Phase I and addendum recovered from two shovel tests. No precontact artifacts Colla mer & 

were found . No further work was recommended . Associates 2008] 
15 Lochlea Subdivision, Phase I One precontact site and three historic sites were [Hartgen 2009a, bl 

and II identified. The Loch lea Precontact site was identified as a 
hunting/ activity preparation area. The Lochlea Mansion 
Site was identified by seven positive tests which included 
redware, whiteware, green asbestos tiles, window glass, 
brick fragment and a cut nail. The Gatehouse Site was 
identified by brick fragments, cut nails, redware, white-
glazed stoneware, window glass, and clear bottle glass; 
the one fragment of white salt-glazed stoneware was 
produced from 1720 to 1805, as this artifact was found 
within an isolated shovel test context, eight radial 
confirmation tests were excavated; no additional 18th-
century artifacts were found within any of the eight radial 
confirmation tests excavated around Shovel Test 132. The 
Old Mill at Lochlea Historic Site was identified as 
remnants of 19th-century retaining wall and dam 
associated with a mill. These sites did not fulfill the 
requirements for National Register eligibility, and no 
further work was recommended . 

16 Diamond Lookout Subdivision No cultural features were identified and no archeological [Birchwood 2009] 
Project, Phase I sites were found . No further work was recommended. 

17 West Brook Conservation No sites were identified . Two precontact artifacts were [Birchwood 2012] 
Initiative Project, recovered . 69 historic artifacts were recovered . All historic 
Supplemental Phase 18 artifacts were uncovered from fill. 
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Map Project/Phase Summary Citation 
ID 
18 Shower Building and 119 shovel tests were excavated. One precontact site was [New York State 

Water/Gas Lines identified, the Lake George Battlefield Campground Museum 2009) 
Replacement, Phase I Precontact Site was identified as a site consisting of 3 

deposits of lithic remains. Avoidance of locus 2 was 
recommended . 18th-century artifacts were recovered, such 
as a piece of delft and a musket ball. 

19 Proposed Brookside Estates Lead musket ball and precontact artifacts uncovered [Curtin 2009a, b, c, 
Development, Phase I, II, and during the Phase I. During the Phase II, there was limited 2010) 
Additional Phase II metal detecting in the vicinity of the musket ball find. No 

significant historic archeological materials found during 
the Phase II for the Brookside Historic Site. Additional 
precontact artifacts were found during the Phase II for the 
Brookside Precontact Site and this site was recommended 
for a phase Ill. 

20 Carr Condominium Project, No archeological sites were identified in the Phase I. No [Black Drake 
Phase I and Additional Phase further work was recommended . Additional work 2010a; Taconic 
I identified earthen features associated with the 18th-century Research 2006) 

occupation of the Birch Avenue Historic Site. 
21 372 Bloody Pond Road, Phase No potentially significant deposits were identified. No [Black Drake 2013] 

I precontact remains were found. 
22 West Brook Road Sidewalk, Previous surveys on either end of the APE identified [Hartgen 2015] 

Phase I several feet of fill through the channel of West Brook. 
Hartgen conducted limited testing to the depth of the 
project impacts [approximately 16 inches] and recorded fill 
throughout the APE from the mid-20th-century creation of 
the battlefield park. No battlefield artifacts were 
recovered and no further work was recommended. 

23 Million Dollar Beach Site, Two precontact sites were identified. One historic site was [New York State 
Phase I and II identified. 194 historic and precontact artifacts recovered Museum 2013) 

including 18th ·century artifacts such as a lead musket ball 
and a piece of hand-blown olive-green bottle glass; also 
uncovered was a large circular stone feature, most likely 
an 18th-century lime kiln; 

24 The Hawley-Missale The Phase 18 field reconnaissance did not recover any [Hartgen 2016] 
Commercial Building Project, cultural materials, which determined that the project 
Phase I would not impact any archeological sites. No further 

archeological work was recommended 
25 Military Sites at Gage's Hill The site of Fort Gage was partially excavated in 1975 under [Walling 2016] 

Town of Lake George, Phase I the direction of Paul Huey. At that time, the area 
investigated was known as Fort Gage, however the 
footprint of the historic remains may actually have been 
those of the Provincial Light Infantry post, occupied by Col. 
Partridge·s Massachusetts's Rangers. Colonel Thomas 
Gage's own light infantry appears to have occupied the 
same height of land the following year, in 1759 when under 
the command of General Amherst. As of 2015, the site of 
Fort Gage, Major Roger's Encampment and the Southwest 
Redoubt were situated on two lots in the Town of Lake 
George. The site of Rogers· Rangers Encampment is on an 
18 acre parcel owned by the Boychuk Family [Lot 264.03-
2-3.1] and the Southwest Redoubt site is on the 9 acre 
parcel formerly the Ramada Hotel [Lot 264.03-2-21. 
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Map Project/Phase Summary Citation 
ID 
26 Village of Lake George 13 shovel tests were excavated and most tests [Landmark 2017] 

Evaluation and Treatment encountered fill deposits. No archeological deposits were 
Plant Upgrade Initiative uncovered. Project clearance was recommended . 
Project, Phase I 

27 Excavation and Removal of The excavation and removal of a human skeleton on [Starbuck 2001] 
Human Remains on Mohican Mohican Street; most likely the remains of a young 18th -

Street century soldier 
28 Fort William Henry Hotel 19th- and 20th-century artifacts were found during the [Hartgen 1993] 

Reconstruction, Phase I excavation of trenches. Also found were four features 
associated with the Fort William Henry Hotel. One partial 
projectile point was found from an unknown provenience. 
No significant precontact or historical artifacts were 
identified during the investigation. Nor further work was 
recommended . 

29 Beach Road Stormwater Soil borings conducted to a depth of five feet determined [ACOE 2006] 
Project, Phase IA that the soils in the project consist of sandy fill and that 

the project will not impact buried cultural resources to a 
depth of five feet. However, because the borings did not 
reach six to eight feet, the maximum depth of planned 
excavation, there remains a potential of encountering 
significant cultural resources within the last one to three 
feet. Monitoring is recommended for all excavation that 
exceeds five feet. 

30 Fenimore Woods Subdivision, An isolated precontact spear point, and two modern [Black Drake 
Phase I historic artifacts were uncovered. These findings were not Consulting 2010b] 

significant archeological deposits. No further work was 
recommended, 

31 Excavation of Undocumented Partial remains of two people, probably of Euro-American [New York State 
Burial in the Lake George descent dating to unknown time period, but most likely Museum 2011] 
Battlefield Campground 19th century based on nails associated with a wooden 

[decayed] coffin . 
32 Birch Avenue Substation, Over 2,000 artifacts were recovered and 96 subsurface [Collamer 1993, 

Phase I, II, and Ill features and visible military earthworks were identified. 1994, 1997] 
The features and artifacts found are consistent with 
occupation and use by the 18th century military. Frasier's 
map indicates that the location of Rodgers Rangers 
encampment or the 1758 encampment of General Gage's 
Light Infantry Brigade is near or at this location. This could 
not be verified through this investigation. 

33 Ottawa Street Wastewater This area has experienced extensive soil disturbance. No [Hartgen 1993] 
Treatment Plant, Phase I additional work was recommended . 

34 1-87 Fiber Optic Glens Falls- Four areas along the Warren County section of the [Hartgen 1999] 
Canada, Phase I corridor were selected for subsurface testing. The areas 

that were tested include Area 4 located in the Town of 
Queensbury, Areas 22 and 23, situated in the Town of 
Warrensburg, and Area 29 located in the Town of Chester. 
No subsurface testing was conducted in the town of Lake 
George. 
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Map Project/Phase Summary Citation 
ID 
35 Lake George Shoreline Backhoe trenching was recommended in areas where the [Hartgen 1997] 

Improvement, Phase IA excavation could exceed the known depth of fill. Of 
particular concern was a series of fortifications and 
earthworks constructed in 1757 during the siege of Fort 
William Henry such as Montcalm's third battery which was 
located near the public restrooms in the southwest corner 
of the project area. This battery was connected to the 
others by means of a fortified trench which may also be 
located in the project area. It was also recommended that 
all construction be monitored by a qualified archeological 
consultant throughout the duration of the project. 

36 Proposed Wetland Based on the extensive military activity in the area and the [Hartgen 1998b] 
Restoration, Lake George lack of good documentation on the source and extent of 
Beach State Park, Phase IA the fill, subsurface testing of the storm sewer and the 

wetland reclamation was recommended. It was also 
recommended that the wetland be tested at regular 
intervals to document the type and extent of fill in the 
impact area. It was suggested that the best way to test this 
area was from a backhoe under the supervision of an 
experienced archeological crew. 

37 Lake George Forum, Phase I A single artifact [gunflint] associated with the 18th century [Hartgen 2003] 
military occupation of the Lake George region was 
recovered; the blond gun flint was of French origin but 
British form; the immediate vicinity of the test was heavily 
disturbed from the construction of a guest cottage and its 
associated water and sewer lines. No additional 18th -

century material was recovered . Due to the scarcity of 18th-

and 19th-century material and the modern disturbances 
from motel construction, no further work was 
recommended, 

38 Wildwest Stable & Ranch, Sawmill and logging operations on the property from the [Hartgen 1994] 
Phase IA I940s until 1993 greatly disturbed and modified much of 

the project. Description of the planned impact of the 
project indicated that the primary area of modification 
would be in the area at the northern end of the project that 
was already greatly disturbed. Modification in the rest of 
the project consisted of widening and grading of existing 
logging roads throughout the wooded portions of the 
property. These activities would disturb very little 
additional area. Therefore, archeological testing was not 
recommended . It was said that if modifications were later 
considered in undisturbed portions of the project, an 
archeological survey would be deemed aooropriate. 

39 Lake George Recreation The area had been greatly disturbed, therefore, no [Hartgen 1998a] 
Center, Phase IA archeological investigations were recommended. 

40 Warren County Sanitary It was recommended that the construction of the sanitary [Hagerty 1976c; 
Sewer, Phase I sewer would not have any adverse effects upon any Henke 1979] 

cultural resources in the area that might be eligible for 
nomination to the National Register of Historic Places. 
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In general, between about 1689 and 1763, the Lake George area was part of a major travel corridor through 
which numerous armies and troops traveled north and south, between quarreling groups in Canada (Montreal 
primarily) and New York (principally Albany). The corridor was the western extension of the larger area known 
as the Champlain-Hudson lowlands connecting Montreal in the St. Lawrence Valley, through the Richelieu 
River Valley and Lake Champlain, and via Wood Creek or a portage into the Hudson River Valley. This was 
also a favorable trading route. Lake George sits higher than Lake Champlain which feeds the larger lake to the 
north through La Chute River and its confluence with the lake at Ticonderoga.  

This route, while useful for those traveling northeast, was not as heavily trafficked as the Wood Creek to South 
Bay route (though modern-day Skenesborough). Both routes were critically important, and served as the focal 
point of the �borderland� clashes between the imperial powers of France (New France) to the north and 
England (New York and New England) to the south. The traders and troops involved in these various conflicts 
include European, (French, Dutch, and English, among others), Africans (in the form of freed and enslaved 
peoples), and Native Americans (including Iroquoian and Algonquian peoples).  

Below is a table that identifies the various colonial conflicts that affected the area, a brief summary of events, 
and a sense of the scale of the number of individuals who may have traveled through the area (Table 9). Of 
more particular note is the construction of Fort Burnet in the 1720s in the town of Greenwich. Although 
identified as a fort, the outpost was more likely a patrolling point as New York officials tried to interrupt the 
rampant trade between colonial interests in Albany and Montreal, despite that fact that the parent countries 
were at war.  

Map Project/Phase Summary Citation 
ID 
41 Village of Lake George The subsurface testing along the portion of Montcalm [Hagerty 1976a, b, 

Sewage Transmission Street between Iroquois and Canada Streets showed C, 1978] 
Facilities, Phase I and II evidence of a crescent-shaped depression which was 

believed to be associated with Montcalm's first battery 
during the Siege of Fort William Henry in 1757. The 
possible association with trenches connecting other 
batteries made further subsurface exploration necessary. 

42 SUNY Adirondack Field Field school directed by David Starbuck, excavations at the [Starbuck 2014b] 
School, 1999,2000,2001, Southwest bastion of Fort George, barracks, possible 
2014, and 2015 blacksmith shop, hut sites, and 

6 Colonial Wars 

Table 9. Various colonial conflicts that affected the Lake George area between 1628 and 1763 [name of conflict in 
European theatre in parenthesis]. 

Date Name of the War Relation to Lake George 
1626-1628 Mohawk-Mohican War Likely small scattered Native settlements in and around Hudson River and 

Lake George regions 
1675-1676 King Philip's War Though largely contained to western Massachusetts, fighting between the 

Wampanoag and European settlers extended through Connecticut, Rhode 
Island, through Schaghticoke, NY, and up into Maine, likely passing through 
the Lake George region . 

1689-1697 King William's War Hundreds of French and Indian soldiers, in addition to Albany militia, likely 
[War of the League of moved through the area . Saratoga settlement attacked and garrisoned for 
Augsburg] short time. First iteration of Fort Anne [Fort Schuyler] built 1692. Lake 

George likely corridor for troops and scouts. 
1702-1713 Queen Anne's War Peter Schuyler, Samuel Fetch, and Francis Nicholson assemble large army 

and flotilla of bateaux on Lake Champlain for Canadian expedition in 1709-
abandoned 
Second expedition with a large force in 1711-also abandoned 
Fort Anne replaces Fort Schuyler 
Troops and scouts likely passed through area. 
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The first significant battle in New York during the colonial period involved the French and Iroquois occurred 
in 1609 in what is today the Town of Crown Point on Lake Champlain. The event is significant for several 
reasons. First, it demonstrated the willingness of the French to fight on behalf of their Native allies, and the 
extent to which they were able to penetrate deep into the Champlain Valley at an early date. Secondly, the 
French developed an early understanding of the geography of the Champlain Valley and the strategic 
importance of the region. This knowledge of the area likely shaped much of the actions of the colonial 
government throughout the 17th century.  

The Battle of Lake Champlain, as it later came to be known, involved an attack on a group of Mohawk warriors. 
Samuel de Champlain personally led the expedition with a group of Montagnais, Algonquin, and Huron in an 
effort to bolster his personal prestige among his allies (Starna and Brandao 2004:727). For the Native 
Americans, the battle is clearly part of a protracted and expansive conflict between the Iroquois and their 
neighbors. The French likely had little understanding of this and engaged in the battle thinking it would end 
the overall conflict, but instead it simply enflamed the situation.  

The battle was fought on a cape at the west side of the lake near present-day Crown Point. Champlain had 
hoped to surprise the Mohawk contingent, but they were aware of the French war party�s approach. As a result, 
the Mohawk �began to fell trees with poor axes...and barricaded themselves well.� The following day Champlain 
used arquebuses and killed two Mohawk leaders and injured a third while several others were also killed and 
10�12 prisoners were taken (Bellico 2010:10). The battle marked the first time the Mohawk faced firearms in 
battle. The confusion caused by the firearms likely had a more dramatic impact on the enemy than the 
effectiveness of the weapons themselves. The Mohawk, however, regrouped and continued to press the French 
and their allies.  

The subsequent governor of New France did not share Champlain�s resolve, and throughout the rest of the 
17th century, the colony focused on negotiation and diplomacy with the Iroquois. When this failed, smaller 
skirmishes were inevitable. However, large-scale, preemptive coordinated attacks did not occur again until later 
in the century. In the meantime, the Iroquois continued to fight with their neighbors as part of the broader 
Mourning Wars.  

French incursion against the Iroquois continued throughout the end of the 17th century and beginning of the 
18th century. At the same time, French missionaries tried to secure Iroquois allegiance through proselytizing. 
French soldiers, missionaries, and traders worked throughout New York, from which they gained an intimate 
knowledge of the landscape and settlements of the region. The soldiers and volunteers became increasingly 
familiar with new, untapped agricultural lands of the Champlain lowlands and associated areas, and scouted the 
locations of future trading outposts that could draw Native traders further into the French sphere of influence. 
Their actions also had the effect of disrupting Mohawk villages, pressuring the tribe to (at the very least) adopt 
a posture of neutrality against the French colonists and their Native allies.  

The French recognized the need to better protect its borders from incursion, especially from the Mohawk. Part 
of the answer was to engage the Mohawk and other neighboring native nations in trade. To that end, in 1700, 
French Canadians established a trading post at Pointe a la Chevelure near Crown Point (Coolidge 1989:115). 
This outpost was not truly fortified until 1730 or 1731 however, under Sieur Hertel de la Fresniere and M. de 
la Corne with a small garrison of 20�30 soldiers. Yet, the outpost served an important purpose: to watch the 
frontier and gather useful intelligence about the defense and movement of the nearby English colonists. By the 

1720s-1730s Uneasy Peace Fort Burnet built (on east side of Hudson River near Schuylerville). I Fort St. Fredrick at Crown Point constructed by the French 
1739-1748 War of Jenkins' Ear Fort Clinton built (on west side of Hudson River near Schuylerville] 

1744-1748 King George's War Four battles at Fort Clinton, likely hundreds of French and British troops, 
and hundreds of Native allies traveled through area. 

1756-1763 French and Indian War Beginning of sustained use of the Lake George corridor in response to the 
(Seven Years War] French construction of Fort Carillon at Ticonderoga at the northern end of 

Lake George. 
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No Motors in Wilderness! 
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No Motors in Wilderness/ 

The Adirondack Park Agency (APA) has proposed a series of amendments to the Adirondack 
Park State Land Master Plan {SLMP). Some of the proposed language could le~d to 
inappropriate use of motorized vehicles in Wilderness areas and on Forest Preserve foot trails. 

We the undersigned fully and enthusiastically support reasonable and lawful use of devices to 
help those with mobility impairments enjoy the Forest Preserve. We say YESto the use of 
battery-powered wheelchairs on any t~il in the Forest Preserve that allows foot traffic. But we 
say NO tp pther motorized vehicles in the Wilderness, such as ATVs. We also say NO to ~he 
open-ended allowance of motorized equipment to remove non-conforming structures. 
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No Motors<::in ,WildeJti1esBI 

The Adirondack>Park Agency·(APA) has proposed a series 'Of amendments to the' Al:tirondack 
Park State Land Master Plan (SLM Pk Some of the proposed· 1anguage could lead to 
inappropriate use of motorized vehicles in Wilderness areas ,and on Forest Preserve foot trails. 

We the undi!rsigned fu11y and enthusiastitally ,support reasonabteand lawful use of devices to 
help those with mobility impairments enjoy the.Forest Preserve. We say YES to the use of : : ,· , • 
battery-powered wheelchairs 'on any trail in tfie Forest Preserve that allows foot traffic. But we 
say NO to other,motorized vehicles in the.Wilderness,;such as·AT\fs. We also ·say NO to the 
open-ended aHowance of motorized equipment to re.move non-cc!>nforming structures. 
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No Mototsin Wilde,ness! 

ihe Adirondack Park Agency (APA) has proposed a series of amendments to the Adirondack 
Park State Land Master Plan·(SLMP). Sorpe of the proposed language could lead to 
inappropriate use of motorized vehicles in Wilderness areas and on Forest Preserve foot trails. 

We the undersigned fully and enthusiastically support reasonable and lawful use of devices to 
help those with mobility impairments enjoy the Forest Preserve. We say YES to the use of 
battery-powered wheelchairs on any trail· in the Forest Preserve that allows foot traffic. But we 
say NO to other motorized vehicles in the Wilderness, such as ATVs. We also say NO to the 
open-ended allowance of motorized equipment to· remove non-conforming structures. 

Narrie 
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No Motors in 'Wilderness/ 

The Adirondack Park Agency (APA) has proposed a series of amendments to the Adirondack 
Park State Land Master Plan (SLMP). Some of the proposed language could lead to 
inappropriate use of motorized vehicles in Wilderness areas and on · Forest Preserve foot trails. 

We the undersigned fully and enthusiastically support reasonable and lawful use of devices to 
help those with mobility impairments enjoy the Forest Preserve. We say YES to the use of 
battery-powered wheelchairs on any trail'in the Forest Preserve thatallows foot traffic. But we 
say NO to other.motorized vehicles in tHe,Wilderness, such as ATVs~ · We also say NO to the 
open-ended allowance of motorized equipment to remove non-conforming structures. 
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No Motors .. ;n Wifdern•sl 

The Adirondack Park Agency.(APA} has proposed a series of amendments to the'Adlrondack 
Park State Land Master Plan (SLMP)~ -Some oUbe propo~ed langµage co1.tldJead to 
inappropriate use of motorized vehicles in Wild~rness areas and on Forest Preserve foot trails. 

We the unde.rsigned fully and enthusiastically,supportreasonable and lawful use of devices to 
help those with mobility impairments enjoy.the Forest Preserve. We say YES to the use of 
battery-powered wheelchairs on· any! traJl,in ,the· Forest Prese.rve that allpws foot traffic. But we 
say NO to other,motorized vehicles in,the.Witderness,..such as·ATVs .. We also say. NO to the .. 
open-ended allowance of motorized equipment to remove non-conforming structures. . ~-

Name Email Address 

:51. ______________ _ 

52. ---------------
53. ______________ _ 

s4. ______________ _ 

55. ______________ _ 

56. ______________ _ 

57. ______________ _ 

58. _____________ ....... _ 

59. _____________ _,..._ 

60. ---------------



No Motors, in'-Wildernessl • 

The Adirondack Park Agency (APA) has proposed a series of amendments to the Adirondack 
Park State land Master~Plan (SLMP). Some of the proposed language could lead to 
inappropriate use of motorized vehicles in Wilderness areas and on Forest Preserve foot trails. 

We the·undersigned fully and enthusiastically support·reasonable and lawful use of devices to 
help those with mobility impairments enjoy the'Forest Preserve·. ·We say YES to the use of 
battery-powered wheelchairs on any trail in the Forest Preserve that allows foot traffic. But we 
say NO to other motorized vehicles in the Wilderness, such as ATVs. We also say NO to the 
open-ended allowance of motorized equipment to remove.non-conformirag structures. 
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No Motors in Wilderness'/ 

The· Adirondack-Park Agency.(APA) h,;1s propQ~d a ~eries of amendments.to the Adirondack 

Park State Land Master Pia~ (SLMP). Some oftherpr:oposed·language coul~ lead to 
inappropriate:useof motorizedvehiclesin Wilderness areas and on Forest Preserve fo<>t trails. 

We the undersigoedfuHy and enthusiastically support reaspnable andJawful use of devices-to 
help those with mobility! impairments enjoy the forest Preserve. We. say YES-to the· use of 
battery-powered wheelchairs .on any:,trail-in -the Forest.Rreserve that allows.foot traffic. ,But we 
say NO to other.motorized vehicles in the,_Wilderness, such as ATNs. ;·We also say NO to the 
open-ended allowance of motorized equipment to remove non-:eonforming structures. · 
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No Motors in Wildernessl 

The Adirondack Park Agency (APA) has proposed a series of amendments to the Adirondack 
Park State land Master Plan (SLMP). Some of the proposed language could lead to 
inappropriate use of motorized vehicles in Wilderness areas and on Forest Preserve foot trails. 

We the undersigned fully and enthusiastically support reasonable and lawful use of devices to 
help those with mobility impairments enjoy the Forest Preserve. We say YES to the use of 
battery-powered wheelchairs on any trail in the Forest Preserve that allows foot traffic. But we 
say NO to other motorized vehicles in the Wilderness, such as ATVs . . we also say NO to the 
open-ended allowance of motorized equipment to remove non-conforming structures. 

Name , £mail Address 

85. , , _....-,-----'------'----'---'-=---:;..:.:...;;..;.:.;.. ____ _ 

86. ____ ~_(' __ f_l'~~_::-~_-_-_-~_.::-_:-~_:-_ -_ -_ -_ -_:--_ -_ -_ 

87. _____________ _ 

88. _____________ _ 

89. _____________ _ 
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11/09/2024 Craig 

11/14/2024 Janelle 
~ --=----:ic_ ' ..-Z.:.;;~ ----- • --· < --

11/14/2024 FRANCES 

·;;,1i'14!2024 Robert 

11/14/2024 Kurt 

11/14/2024 Carol 

11/14/2024 Lisa 

11/14/2024 Sarah 

11/14/2024 Patricia 

.11 /14/2024 Robin 

11/14/2024 Mark 

11/14/2024 'Jeanne 

11/14/2024 Richard 
: 
11/14/2024 Robert 

11/14/2024 Debi 

11/14/2024 Kathleen 

11/14/2024 Peter 

11/14/2024 Dogan 

11/14/2024 Kathe 
- --,-- -,-..,..,,."'"' 
11/14/2024 John 

·-·-------=~ 
11/14/2024 Raymond 

11/14/2024 Patti 
- --'-'-----· -~~-~----'·' . .:__,-;,,L 

71/14/2024 Wendy 

11/14/2024 Ron 

We the undersigned fully and enthusiastically support reasonable and lawful use of devices to 
help those with mobility impairments enjoy the Forest Preserve. We say YES to the use of 
battery-powered wheelchairs on any trail in the Forest Preserve that allows foot traffic. But we 
say NO to other motorized vehicles in the Wilderness, such as ATVs. We also say NO to the 
open-ended allowance of motorized equipment to remove non-conforming structures. 

McGowan ! 32 Maplewood Ave i Honeoye Falls NY 

Jones 911 McKenzie Pond Road 
~~.,.....,__-,.___~, ~------~-, 

LANCASTER ' 8680 PARKSIDE DR 

Larkin Red oaitDrive 

Seitz 35 Coxing Road 

R;~se , 3636 Arquint Rd 

Mazzola , 1723 W. Followthru Dr. 
,. 

Wat~rtown Stewart 85 Garfield street 

Cohen ! 260 Storer Ave New Rochelle 

Kulibert :po BOX432 Patagonia Al 

' -~ 

Janey [ 77 Arrow Wood Pl Malta 

Michela 2106 Eastern Pkwy Schenectad!'_.. 

Perkowski ! pobox361 I Bluff 

Buzzard ; 334 Sinkhole Td Vermontville NY 

Holt i 3330 N Main street Rd. / Holley NY 
~--~...,,.,,...,_... 

Corey 10966 Creek rd Taberg NY 
__ ___'_c,·---~· . .:c., .. 

Mcnally ! 7307 Rt 9 j Elizabethtown NY 
~~ - -ozkan 318 Noble St. 

Garbrick : 2944 Keats Ave 

Ruff Po Box 755 
------ ~--- -·-·-----· 

Philo : 23 Evalon Road 

Andresen 14Cove Rd. CAMDEN ME 

Gonzalez 56 Sterling Street Beacon NY 

14472 

12983 

44067 

5446 

84512 

12989 

14470 

13471 

12932-1717 

99701 

66503 

04843·1760 

12508 
--,-..a,~.-==--~-=~- -- ---~- -- -·-

11 /14/2024 John Blaser 69 Maplewood Drive ! Brewster i NY ' 10509 
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11 /14/2024 Brian Fitzgerald 55 Ward Hill Road· ·,.4 0 
• . , . .• South Duxbury. 
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11/14/2024 Kelly LaTour ! 34 Tee Hill Rd .~----~--~~ i Queensbury 
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-- • 1) . ' 

VT 5660 

NY 12804 

NY 12901 

craigmcg.acc@gmail.com 

janellekh 192@gmail.com 

lancaster.francesm@gmail.com 

robert1arkin36@gmail.com 

sgeodesign@gmail.com 

crmtns46r@gmail.com 
------·-----

lmazzola@tampabay.rr.com 

markjaney@gmail.com 

hikergirlj@gmail.com 

rcperkowski@frontier.com 

r.buzzard@comcast.net 

debilholt@yahoo.com 

tagasokekathy@yahoo.com 

newpete132@yahoo.com 

barisiclndogan@gmail.com 

femmekatz@gmail.com 

John@ruffwater~flyfrshing.com 

wendyandrayzer@yahoo.com 

iamrongon@gmail.com 
- ---- -·--- -·-- ----·-

johnwblaser@gmail.com 

fitzgerald@madriver.com 

latourkelly@gmail.com 

explorer042000@yahoo.com 



11/14/2024 Lori Bradley 

11/14/2024 Lorenz SteininQer 

11/14/2024 Sebastien Cassu 

11/14/2024 Lisa Gauvin 

11/14/2024 Jennalee Holzschuh 
=.· .,.,=,·:··----.,,- - ""' 

11/14/2024 Bradley Wilkens 

11/15/2024 Mary Jane Stefan 

11/15/2024 Richard Germai~· 
•• -.,&~~- 2 -~----· .. .. ,-., _____ , __ ,· -

11/15/2024 Vickey 

11/15/2024 

11/15/2024 

Elizabeth 

Jan 

11/15/2024 Alison 

11/15/2024 Thatcher 

11/15/2024 Susan 

11/15/2024 Joshua 

11/15/2024 Sylvia 

11/15/2024 

11/15/2024 

11/15/2024 

Richard 

Andrea 

Gregory 

" 11115/2024 =Dennise ' 

11/15/2024 Kathy 

11/15/2024 Ellen ·o; 

11/15/2024 Kimberly 

_. __ 11/1:(2024 ,,,Jesse 

11/15/2024 Josef 

11/15/2024 Abigail 

11/15/2024 Marguerite 

11/15/2024 Chris 

- 11/15/2024 Carly 

Baker 

ParITlelee 

Fellenz 

Darbee 

Hogan 

McGuire 

Heller 

Vidal 

Macha 

Zimmerman 

Wait 

Gruttadaro 

Goodson 

Gluck 

Goerlich 

Arno 

Hansen 

Schaible 

Wolffsohn 

Buckley 

Donovan 

11/15/2024 thomas dinse 

11/15/2024 Christopher -, Myers 

780 Reservoir Rd 

main st 
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3461 thresher rd 
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MA 
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' NY 
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12309 mjstefan@gmail.com 

15214 ;fg326@yahoo.com 

51537 doghaven@harlannet.com 

5967 John St 
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• ·-· ----·-·-- i-~~n;ta~le~ille ' NY - - 1 13325 : janfellenz1@gmail.com 
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: 642 Bending Bough Drive 

• 6222 N Park Ave 

! 35 Milner Avenue 

1.~~rnund pen~ brook loop 

106 Schuyler St 

PO Box 582 
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. ny 
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:i 

Webster 
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Albany 

Indian Lake 
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'Altamont 

Boonville 

i Jeffersonville 

NY 

NY 

i VT 

12866 __ adkalison@gmail.com 

thatcher.hogan@gmail.com 

46220 smmcg44@9mai1.com 

hellerjoshua@gmail.com 

~rrd_d<;,;@ho}mail.com 

adkpaddle@yahoo.com 

_ ~~009 ' andrea.~_i~3@gmail.com 

12822 skidog17@msn.com 

14450 dennise.gruttadaro@gmail.com 

13323 kgoodson3309@gmail.com 

12858 ellenrgluck@gmail.con 

14543 kim.goerlich@gmail.com 

13753 iesse.arno1980@gmail.com 
----. - --~--~ 

13088 joe1096@me.com 

13309 wldrns@front1er.com 

5464 abby.schaible@gmail.com 

margueritewolffsohn@gmail.co 

cmbucks@nycap.rr.com 



Barbara Grady 

Ryan Finniga'n 

Dana Rohleder 

patricia salsbury 

donald rathbun 

Ken Levitt 

John Elton 

Suzanne Mcsherry 

Sandra Materi 

Eric Baker 

, 65 Donnelly Rd 

65 South st: Apt. 109 

' 
1 

110 State Route 373 

395 daniels ave 

3 Forest Avenue 

6 7 Harvey Road 

360 Averyville Road 

! 1600 W Odell Ave 

1 Quartz Mili"Rd 

Olmstedville 

A~bum 

• Port Kent NY 

11/15/2024 

11/15/2024 

11/15/2024 
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11/15/2024 
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11/15/2024 
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11/15/2024 
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Richard 

Edwin 
--~~----

11/15/2024 Patricia 

11/15/2024 Bruce 

11/15/2024 steven 

. 11 /15/2024 Sophia 

11/15/2024 Ciara 

11/15/2024 John 

11/15/2024 Jennifer 

11/15/2024 1 lvan 

11/16/2024 Joseph 

Diane 

11/16/2024 Kathryn 

11/16/2024 Elizabeth 

11/17/2024 LON 

11/17/2024 Dennis 

11/17/2024 SUSAN 

11/18/2024 Jana 

Sensenbach 

Krug 

markel 

Beitel 

Anderson 

Onufer 

Mayo 

Recinto 

Rebisz 

Elton 

Mollach 

Wait 

LIEBERMAN 

McQueenie 

LASALA 

' 74 Indiana St 

2m w;;t Rd ' ,, 

i 7428,patton road 

1014 Pontiac Rd . 
I -., _,.,_, -----

1 9312 Odessa Ave 

• 594 Wimbledon rd NE 
~ :, H 

i 1761 Shady Bend Ln 

.!37 W. WTH ST, CNG-206-A~,l.~'~ 

j 2835 Cove:t~een 

'!: 57 ~a!':eyRo'1:L 
i 294 Tanner Hill Rd 

• .....,,,.,,..,.,==·--·-· =-.. -. 
14 Elizabeth Lane 

j 6 TRANQUILITY RD 

},921,State Route 3J4, Apt 107 

i 228 MEADS MOUNTAIN RD 

i Phoenix 

"' ~,,''1 : ConsU>bleville 

hornell 

Wilmette 

i WOODSTOCK 

NY 

NY 

!"NY 

' NY 

.,, 324:i"SE"west S~ow Rd' -~-- --- ~~---···-::-y P~rt.Sai'ntL~~~'ie <7 - I FL 
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Arcadia 

13021 naturalfractal@live.com 

12975 dcrohleder@yahoo.com 

13420 pattyl Osals@aol com 

12304 donrathbun@yahoo.com 

' 10954 kenlevitt13@gmail.com 

12856 johnpaulelton@gmail.com 

12946 suz9756@yahoo.com 

82604 materi44@bresnan.net 

19350-9159 Eric.J.Bak~;@Outlook.com 

I 14609 Rich@RSlmage.com 
·---~--..!----•---. - ~ 

• 13438 benchdog93@gmail.com 

13135 

• 13325 

14843 

buzzoffbuster22@gmail.com 

krugv;l:<§l1'~ntiernet. net 

sjmarkel501@yahoo.com 

60091 sbeitel@usc.esu 

91343 ciara.est.2002@gmail.com 

30324 jp.onufer@gmaiLcom • 

, 13152-6501 mayojen1761@gmail.com 
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NOVO 4 2024 

October 29, 2024 
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning 
Adirondack Park Agency 
PO Box99 
Ray Brook, NY 12977 

Dear Ms Phillips, 

"We at ESSLA (East Shore Schroon Lake Association) strongly support the allowance of Loon Nest 
Floating Platforms offshore of state land, which is currently restricted. We offer the following reasons 
for this support: 

Sincerely, 

• Climate change is increasing the frequency and intensity of heat and precipitation 
events during Adirondack summers. 

• Loons are unable to walk on land and must nest at the water's edge, which makes 
their nests more susceptible to high water events, which are very common at Schroon 
Lake, due to our very large watershed. 

• In the past 10 years Schroon Lake has experienced rain events which raise the 
lake level 2 to 4 feet in the matter of days. These events now happen annually 
and often multiple times, through spring and summer. Each one of these events 
will wash out any loon nests on the entire shore of Schroon Lake 

• Schroon Lake has experienced and proven the benefit of Floating Loon Nest 
Platforms, having produced 3 loon chicks, (2 in 2023 and 1 in 2024) which would have, 
without the Platforms, have never survived our high-water events. 

• Dueto APA and DEC restrictions; we have only been able to place our Platforms 
offshore of private land, severely limiting the overall effectiveness of this 
p·rog·ram. Offshore private land.is not at all an optimal place for reproduction 
success as Loons prefer quieter, less populated parts of the lake 

• Offshore State land tends to be quieter and welcoming to loon nesting and 
therefor.e nest platforms placed off state land improve our chances for loon 
reproductive success and a cqntinued thriving loon population at Schroon .Lake 
arid _throug~out the Adiron9acks. • • 

fr?w 4 a.a; 
Robert Colegrove, President (J p'W!!., 



RECEIVED 
ADIRONDACK PAR 

KAGENCY 

NOV 0 .. 6 2024 



Board of Trustees 

President 
John DiNuzzo 

Vice President 
Francis Cocozza 

Secretary 
Peter Wuerdeman 

Treasurer 
Rosemarie Earl 

Trustees 
Larry Arnold 
Dan Barusch 
Vinnie Crocitto ill 
Todd R. Earl 
Jay Levenson 
Margaret Mannix 
Pat Niles 
Bruce M. Venter, Ph.D. 
Bob Wilcox 

LAKE GEORGE BATTLEFIELD PARK ALLIANCE 

POBox26 

November 4, 2024 

Megan Phillips 

Lake George, New York 12845 
www.lakegeorgebattlefield.org 

Deputy Director, Planning 
Adirondack Park Agency 
POBox99 
Ray Brook, NY 12977 

RECEIVED 
ADIRONDACK PARK AGENCY 

NOV 12 2024 

RE: Adirondack Park Agency State Land Use Master Plan Amendments - Public 
Comment 

Dear Ms. Phillips: 

The Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance (LGBPA) is hereby submitting formal 
comment to the Adirondack Park Agency regarding its 2024 State Land Use Master Plan 
amendments. While these comments are not immediately germane to any of the current 
proposed amendments, we believe they are intrinsically warranted and need to be 
considered for thorough review at this time as a potential additional amendment to be 
included in the current proposal. 

The current draft amendment includes a change to the definition of "historic use". With 
immediate relevance to the topic of "historic use", the LGBP A seeks to have the AP A 
consider the re-classification of six (6) parcels of New York State land within the Town 
of Lake George, specifically Tax Map Nos. 264.07-2-1, 264.07-2-2, 264.07-2-3 and 
264.07-2-74, 264.10-1-43 and 264.10-1-44 (See Exhibit A), from "Intensive Use" to 
"Historic Use". These properties make up a large part of what is known as the Lake 
George Battlefield Park (LGBP), and include the Lake George Battleground Campground 
property, the Lake George Battlefield Park Day Use Area and other acreage within the 
Battlefield Park Historic District (NR No. 11NR06215). In a similar light, the APA had 
previously classified a portion of the State-owned lands at Crown Point [one of five (5) 
properties so classified] "Historic" and the LGBP A feels that the Battlefield Park Historic 
District should not be treated any differently since it is as ( and arguably more) 
historically significant as the Crown Point property. See the attached Exhibit B which 
depicts the portion ·of the lands at Crown Point which are designated "Historic". 

The very names of the Lake George Battlefield Park and Lake George Battleground 
Campground call out their historic character. It is important to remember the reason for 
the initial purchase and dedication of this land by New York State in the late 19th Century 
-to commemorate the Battle of Lake George-- and why it was placed on the National 
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Register of Historic Places: to preserve its unique history. The Intensive Use 
classification that it holds today is wholly inappropriate for such a consequential historic 
land that played a critical role in both the French and Indian and the American 
Revolutionary Wars. The historic nature of the subject lands is well known and 
corroborated by many scholarly books and journals, as well as the report prepared by 
Hartgen Archeology Associates in October of2018 ('1Hartgen Report") through a 
National Park Service American Battlefield Protection Program grant (GA 2287-16-05) 
awarded to the Town of Lake George, and spearheaded by our Trustee, Town Director of 
Planning and Zoning Dan Barusch. 

This grant's scope included an "Analysis of the Military Campaigns associated with Fort 
George" (the ruins of which lie within the LGBP Day Use Area) and its "Environs". The 
Hartgen Report, both in its Cultural Resource Inventories and accompanying maps, 
details extremely historically significant military actions, fortifications and related 
facilities and structures having taken place or been constructed on this property, primarily 
associated with the French and Indian War, and are listed below in Table 1, and appended 
to this comment letter. The referenced maps within the report (Appendix la-f), which 
depict the locations of these cultural resources, generally cover the period 1755-1759. 
They also include a separate map regarding the 1775 Henry Knox Artillery Train, which 
was a critical event that traversed this property, and which Historian Victor Brooks has 
called "one of the most stupendous feats of logistics in the entire Revolutionary War". 
Specifically relevant Cultural Resource Inventories can be found in Appendix 2a-f. 

Table 1: Cultural Resource Inventory Forms, "Analysis of Military Campaigns at Fort George and Environs", 2018 

Year Applicable Cultural Resource Inventon Form 
1755 • 1 - William Johnson Encampment 
(Appendix 2a) 

• 2 - Military Road 

• 5 - Magazine, Marquee and Artillery Park 

1756 5 - Lime and Brick Kilns (Brick Kiln located on • (Appendix 2b) 
campground parcel) 

1757 4 - Colonel Young's Retrenchment "Entrenched Camp" • (Appendix 2c) 
• 9 - French Positions after the Siege 

1758 11 - English Enlarged Encampment ( entire DEC property • (Appendix 2d) 
west of Fort George Road) 

• 12 - Stockaded Post and Hospital 

1759 1 - Fort George Southwest Bastion • (Appendix 2e) 
• 5 - Artillery Park 

• 10 - Lime Kiln 

• 11 - Hospital, Barracks and Stores 

1775 
(Appendix 2f) • Henry Knox Artillery Train 
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The historic nature of the subject lands is also validated by information in the Hartgen 
Report such as the identification of individual sites within the Park that have National or 
State-Register eligibility and are identified as important "I 8th century archaeological 
sites" (Table 6, Appendix 3a) by the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and 
Historic Preservation. Within the already-designated Historic District, there exist the 
ruins of Fort George (Map No. 3, OPRHP Site No. 11302.000005) and earthworks of the 
military outpost constructed in 1759 by Commander Lord Jeffery Amherst. Fort George 
was captured by patriot forces in 1775, abandoned to the British in 1777 (who used it to 
support Burgoyne's unsuccessful campaign that ended in defeat at Saratoga), re-occupied 
after the Battle of Saratoga by American troops, and captured and ultimately destroyed by 
British Major Christopher Carleton in 1780. 

Also within the LGBP are what is known as the Lake George Battleground Campground 
Prehistoric Site (Map No. 12, OPRHP Site No. 11302.000054), which is part of the 
National Register Listing and where several artifacts have been found, as well as the 
Lake George Battleground Campground Human Burials (Map No. 18, OPRHP Site No. 
11341.000033), where partial remains of several people, probably of Euro-American 
descent dating to an unknown time period, were found. 

The Cultural Resource inventory forms also point out instances of artifacts and relics of 
cultural significance that have been uncovered on these properties (Table 8, Appendix 
3a). Prior archaeological surveys which have been performed within the grounds of the 
LGBP have also resulted in important historic findings which should not be overlooked. 
During the Phase 1 that was completed for the Battleground Campground (Map ID# 2), 
French and Indian War period artifacts and features were recovered. During the Phase 1 
and Phase 2 analyses for the Million Dollar Beach Site (Map ID# 23), which was 
partially conducted on the subject parcel to the east of Fort George Road, two pre-contact 
sites and one historic site were identified, while 194 historic and pre-contact artifacts 
were recovered including 18th century artifacts such as lead musket balls and a large 
circular stone feature, believed to be an 18th century kiln. Finally, during SUNY 
Adirondack Field School investigations directed by Dr. David Starbuck (1999, 2000, 
2001, 2014 and 2015; Map ID#42) a possible blacksmith's shop and several hut sites 
were identified. 

Furthermore, but not included in the Hartgen report, additional and critically important 
historic events are known to have taken place in the LGBP, most commonly associated 
with the Revolutionary War Era. Those include but are not limited to: 

• 1775: The Recapture of Fort George by American Patriots. Roughly concurrent with 
the capture of Forts Ticonderoga and Crown Point, Captain Bernard Romans led a 
contingent of patriots who took control of the British outpost at the head of Lake 
George in May 1775. This allowed the patriots control of the entire 33-mile length of 
the lake at a very early stage of the Revolution. 

• 1775: Henry Knox's Artillery Train. Col. Knox arrived at Fort George early in 
December 1775 and used the fort as his base both before and after retrieving 60 tons 
of artillery that he would ultimately transport to General Washington in Boston. The 
"train", which in total traveled approximately 300 miles, traversed the current LGBP 
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as the first portion of Knox's incredible overland trek, providing the key resources 
for Washington to force the British evacuation of Boston in March 1776. 

• 1776: Continental Army General Hospital. In July 1776, in an effort to lessen the 
spread of smallpox among Continental troops, a general hospital was established on 
the grounds of modem-day LGBP to treat infected soldiers separately from the 
fortresses at Ticonderoga and Crown Point. More than 3,000 patients were housed 
here, serving as the Army's largest during that period. The 44 or more remains 
scheduled to be reinterred at Lake George Battlefield Park in 2026 are believed to be 
among those who perished at the hospital in 1776. 

• 1777: British Supply Depot Supporting the Burgoyne Campaign. Having been 
abandoned by the Continental Army in the face of Burgoyne's capture of Fort 
Ticonderoga, Fort George was occupied by the British and German armies and used 
as a supply depot to provide logistical support as the General moved south toward 
his planned capture of Albany in the summer and early fall of 1777. Burgoyne's 
defeat at Saratoga caused the British to depart Fort George and retreat to Canada. 

• 1780: Destruction of Fort George by the British. "Carleton's Raid", under the 
direction of Major Christopher Carleton, cut a swath of violence and destruction in 
the Lake George-Lake Champlain Region in October 1780, including the destruction 
of Fort George by the British and the killing or capture of the entire Continental 
Army contingent stationed there. 

Finally, the LGBP is home to several historically sensitive and relevant memorials 
dedicated to fallen American military. Aside from the ever-important Unknown Soldiers 
memorial honoring four French and Indian War soldiers who perished in 1755 and whose 
remains are located on the knoll of the LGBP overlooking the Lake, the property is set to 
be home to the "Repose of the Fallen" project, which is a commemorative reinterment of 
44 Continental soldiers and others who were discovered on a construction site in 2019 in 
the Village of Lake George. These soldiers are believed to be among the First 
Pennsylvania Battalion (among others) who perished at the smallpox hospital at Lake 
George in 1776. This project was approved by both the AP A and the NYSDEC and has 
garnered support from both houses of the State Legislature, the United States Army 
Office of Cemeteries, and US Senate Majority Leader Charles Schumer. 

We are familiar with the current uses of the Battleground Campground and Day Use 
Areas. We are not advocating for the cessation of, or even a change to, such uses, but 
believe a Historic classification will help protect the properties by minimizing 
topographical alterations and preserving their scenic, natural and open space resources. 
This will serve to limit the construction of new structures and proposals to develop 
additional uses that could be considered a threat to the critical historic resource. The 
change in classification would also facilitate the State's enhanced stewardship of the 
property to reflect prioritization based on historic preservation rather than recreation. 
Again, the property involved in our request is a National Register-Listed Property 
referenced as the Lake George Battlefield Park Historic District, and clearly meets 
eligibility requirements for the AP A's Historic classification. 

Beyond the reclassification of this land to Historic, these preservation goals can also be 
achieved through the development of a Special Historic Area Unit Management Plan 
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(UMP), similar to the one that has been drafted for Crown Point, to acknowledge the 
present uses, focus on current and future preservation efforts, and prevent topographical 
alterations and the construction of new buildings. 

We urge the APA, based on the aforementioned information, to consider an additional 
amendment to the AP A State Land Use Master Plan, that would include (portions of) the 
Lake George Battlefield Park and Battleground Campgrounds as the APA's sixth (6th) 

"Historic" property, to help further protect this critically important resource. We 
recommend you contact the New York State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) and the 
State Board for Historic Preservation for their concurrence on this proposal, to 
substantiate the credibility and eligibility behind this request. We sincerely appreciate 
your attention to this proposal and thank you for the opportunity to submit comments on 
the proposed amendments to the APA State Land Use Master Plan. 

Should you need anything further, or any additional clarification on this information, 
please do not hesitate to contact us. 

FOR THE BOARD~0:.,.---0...,,__. 

(la 
John DiNuzzo 
President 
Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance 
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Appendix 1A 



Analysis o f Military Campaigns associated with Fort George and Environs, Lake George, New York 
Cultural Resource Inventory 

Date I Event 
Late summer 1755 
Se P. tember 4, 1755 _ 
September 8, 1755 

French forces under Baron Dieskau massed to blunt an En Lish attempts at Crown Point . 
Dieskau led a stron detachment of troo s to Fort L man [later Fort Edward) 

F ctobec 1755 -

Battle of Lake George: Baron Dieskau·s French force defeated at Lake George by 
Generals Johnson and L man 
French withdrew to Ticonderoga Point, where they began constructing Fort Caril lon [later 
Fort Ticondero al 

11.2 1755 Resource Forms 

In all, Hartgen has identified nine resources with the potential for a distinct archeological signature and clearly 
defined location based on historical maps (Map 11). These include the William Johnson encampment in August 
1755 to the construction of Fort William Henry late in the fall of 1755 (Table 17). 

In addition, we have identified one large battlefield with three smaller distinct engagements related to the Battle 
of Lake George, Bloody Morning Scout ambuscade and skirmish, the French attack of the Johnson 
encampment, and a rear guard action at Bloody Pond late in the day. 

Table 17. Identified Resources from 1755 in Lake George. 

Resource ID Resource 

1755 ~ 

iMa azine, Mar uee, Artillery Park, ------ -----
i-=--

7

6 _ _ Fort William Henr 
17 South Ravelin Is - ---- - -+-D-ia_m_o_n_d- ls-la_n_d_a_n_d_D_ick Islands 

'9 Causeway over swam 
@, Battle of Lake George 
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Analysis of Military Campaigns Associated with Fort George and Environs, Lake George, New York 
Cultural Resource Inventory 

Key 

1 William Johnson Encampment 
2 Military Road 
3 Bloody Pond 
4 Johnson's Picket Fort 
5 Magazine, Marquee, Artillery Park 
6 Fort William Henry 
7 South Ravelin 
8 Diamond Island and Dick's Island 
9 Causeway Over Swamp 

1,000 0 1,000 - -

1willlom 
tt•nr', 

. 
~ 

t 2,000 

Feet - -

Crosbyslda\ 
~ 

,l! 

1755 Resources 
1 Ha rt gen 2018; ESRI 2018) 

HARTGEN ® 
uchealogicat assoclatas Inc: 

t--------------
Map 11 0,__ _______ _,._ ___________________________ ___ __________ _. _____________ _. 



Appendix 1 B 



Analysis of Militaty Campaigns associated with Fort George and Environs, Lake George, New York 
Cultural Resource Inventory 

The pier was likely completed in November to take advantage of the ice. The ice was likely cut, with the final 
caisson dropped into place. The landside portions of the wharf were likely constructed before the lake iced 
over. The end of the dock was approximately 6 feet 8 inches below water surface, with an additional 3 feet of 
the wood dock exposed above the waterline. 

In the early winter of 1756, the troops were dismissed from Lake George, leaving behind a small garrison under 
Colonel \'(/illiam Eyre, the fort's original engineer. The former encampment to the southwest was abandoned 
and the ditches likely filled, so as not to provide an advantage to potential enemy forces. The area was never 
re-occupied by troops. In 1757, only a small force was stationed in Lake George, and the former encampment 
was converted to a garden for the garrison. Troops that could not be accommodated in the fort were positioned 
further to the southwest and later in the Young Retrenchment. 

Table 19. Lake Geor e-s ecific timeline, 1756. 
Date Event 
Winter of 1755 Following the construction of Fort William Henry in 1755, a winter garrison was placed in 

the fort under Colonel Jonathan Bagley 
Summer of 1756 

Earl Jul 1756 
Summer of 1756 
Late summer 1756 

Late summer 1756 

By the end of summer 
1756 

New army raised from Provincial troops to mount another proposed expedition to Crown 
Point. The army marched north for Fort Edward and Fort William Henry at Lak~Geor e. 
7,000 troo s arrived in Lake George 
Huts built b soldiers and storehouses likel constructed 
Ravelin completed; Col. Gridley finished by adding three embrasures for small artillery 
P.ieces 
Prior to the arrival of additional Regulars, Col. Gridley planned to consolidate the troops 
into a sin le, fortified encam ment SW of the fort 
Additional Regular troops augmented the army at Lake George. 

Brick and lime kilns likely built Late August - early 
Se tember, 1756 
September 1756 

-----
Detachment arrived from Ft. Edward to clear the associated 

Early to mid-September, Construction of the Bridge/Sluice over the West Brook 
1756 
Se !ember 16, 1756 
November 10, 1756 

b ember 1756 f y winter of 1756 

Hawley re orted that the "fascine entrenchment is com leted" around the cam 
Captain Edmund Wells reported that his troops began to "haule down the faschine 
batteree & ex ected that some of our Re ts will march off soon" 
Wharf and ier constructed 
Troops were dismissed from Lake George, leaving behind a small garrison under Col. 
William Eyre. The former encampment was abandoned and the ditches likely filled. 

12.2 1756 Resource forms 

7 

In all, seven historical resources were identified for the year 17 56 (Map 12)(f able 20). These all relate to Fort 
\Villiam Henry, it allied structures and defenses, as well as camps associated with supporting troops which could 
not be housed in the relatively small fort. There were no sizable battles and therefore no battlefield forms were 
created for this year. 

Table 20. Identified Resources for the year 1756. 
175& 

Soldiers· Huts 
Fort William Henry Exterior Storehouses 

!Second Encampment 

4 1Col. Gridley·s Redoubt 

5 
6 
7 

jLime and Brick Kilns 
!Wooden Pier or Wharf -----
[Sluice/Brid e over West Brook 

108 

---
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French troops after they surrounded the capitulated fort. Similarly, Native allies began to force their way into 
the retrenched camp in search of arms and supplies (Bellico 2010:124). 

Despite efforts by the French to post regular troops near the English fort and camp, the pillaging continued. 
The next morning the march back to Fort Edward commenced but, as Frye noted, the "plundering" did not 
stop, and instead quickly spiraled out of control. Fearful that the French officers would deny them their 
promised bounty, the Native allies acted quickly to secure English supplies. In the resulting melee sick soldiers 
were killed and others beaten and harassed. The Native allies also picked out the English Native allies and black 
soldiers "and carried them off' (Frye and Frye 1819:366). 

Even as the troops marched out of the retrenched camp, the attacks continued along the Military Road. Some 
English troops took to the ,voods to escape the chaos. They likely fared no better. The relentless attack on the 
English troops continued for at least three miles along the :Military Road (Bellico 2010:128). 

The post-siege fighting claimed between 50 and 300 soldiers, as well as women, children and civilians that were 
part of the English camps. It lasted until Colonel Monro was escorted back to Fort Edward with last of the 
English and Provincial troops on August 14 (Bellico 2010:128-129). 

13.2 1757 Resource Forms 

In all, 16 difference historical resources were identified and mapped for the year 1757 (Table 22)(rvlap 13). The 
vast majority are associated with the summer siege of Montcalm. The English camp before the siege and the 
English construction of a sluice and bridge over the Eat Brook, represents some of the few improvements that 
were made prior to the siege. Further, the camp was abandoned as an unsustainable positon and replaced with 
Colonel Young's retrenched encampment just prior to the siege. Two battlefield forms were also created for 
the winter and summer raids by the French. 

Table 23. Identified Resources for the ear 1757. 

I 1 

l 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 

14 
15 
16 
B1 

1B2 

1757 

Montcalm's Cam 
!English Cam before Sie e -----

IWharf and Ma azine at Montcalm's Land~ --

I Col. Young's Retrenchment 
,Montcalm's Right Flank 
!Native Cam P.S during Siege 
lf_rench Marines and Infantry above West Brook 
!Scouting Parties, Grenadiers and Pickets, 1st Position of Army 
J French Position after Siege, East of West Brook -
~French Position after Siege, West or West Brook ___ _ 
French Batteries and Sa s 

,En Lish Gardens 

iFrench Causeway ___ _ 
I French Rear Guard 
I Bridge/Sluice over East Brook 

------;-----
1 Rig au d • s Winter Raid 

----~j_M_o_nt_c_a_lm_·s Summer J iege of Fort William Henry 

118 

---, 

--, 
_J 
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By October 1758, Abercromby was relieved of duty and replaced with General Jeffery Amherst. Amherst visited 
Lake George on October 5, and thus began the plans for a new expedition to be conducted the following year. 
Between the 16th and 25th Abercromby ordered all the boats sunk, and cannons and various stores buried for 
future use, and all that could not be moved to be destroyed as to deprive the enemy anything of defensive value 
during the winter and spring of 1759 (Nester 2008:196). 

In the spring of 1759, Amherst began construction of a new fort (Fort George) as well as a new picket fort and 
hospital. Two buildings were thus placed into the defensive works in 1759, replacing the destroyed L-shaped 
building of 1758. 

14.2 1758 Resource forms 

In all, 12 inventory forms were crated for 1758 (Table 25)(Map 14). Each of which is related to Abercrombie's 
large encampment at the head of Lake George. Originally thought to be a short-term camp, after the disastrous 
losses at Fort Carillon, the army was forced to spend the summer and fall at the south end of Lake George. As 
a result, a series of fortifications, structures, camps, and posts were created. There were no battles at the 
southern end of the lake that year, and therefore no battlefield resource forms were created. 

Table 25. Identified Resources for the y__e_a_r _17_5_8_. ___ _ 
1758 

Advanced Guard on Lake -------~-
2 Advanced Guard and Dock 

f: 
------~,A-d-vanced Guard, -E-a-st_B_r_o_o_k ______ _ 

______ _,_IA_dv_a_n_c_ed Guard, Military Road ______ _ 
_______ A_d_v_anced Guard, Provincial, UeP.er West B_ro_o_k ____ _ 

6 !Advanced Guard, West Brook 
17 -------+IA- dv_a_n-ced Guard, Upper Pros ect Mt. Brook 
-------~-
_8 _______ -,.l F_o_r t Gage -Provincial Li ht Infant , (Col. Patrid_ e's Ran ersl 
.... 9 _______ ~ M~ajor Rogers· Encam ment 
.... 1_0 ______ ~i_ght I nfantry_E_n-'c-'-a_m_,_m_e.c..n_t ________ _ 
11 !Enlarged En lish Entrenchment -J 
12 Stockaded Post & Hos ital 

124 
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completed. He requested that Montresor add a "casemate under the Rampart of the East Flank of the Bastion" 
and hoped work would continue the following year (Bellico 2010:214). A number of French prisoners were 
kept at the bastion over the winter. One described the fort in early December as "a square fort measuring about 
80 toises (511 feet) on each exterior side. The lower part of the rampart is more than 18 feet thick and made of 
masonry. The parapet is timbers placed one on top of the other, are well cut to size and banked up with earth 
twelve feet thick .... a bastion completed, entirely casemated like a redoubt" (Bellico 2010:214). It is likely that, 
by the end of 1759, the British once again destroyed the wharves when leaving Fort George, as they had done 
the previous year. 

15.2 1759 Resources Forms 

In all, 11 resources were identity for the year 1759 (Table 28)(Map 15). The most of important of which was 
the initial construction of the southwest bastion of Fort George. The other resources include new camp sites 
for various regiments (mostly Rangers, Grenadiers, and Light Infantry), different than those of 1758. A new 
wharf, garden, saw mill, and lime kiln were all constructed under Amherst's army to facility the expedition 
northwards. Also new hospitals, barracks, and storehouses were constructed to meet the needs of the new army 
at the lake. There were no major battle in 1759 and therefore no battlefield resource forms were created. 

Table 28. Identified Resources for the ear 1759. 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 

175j 
I Fort Geor e -- - ------------' 
!Grenadiers Encam ment 
1Provincial Troops Encam_pment (southeast of stockade post) 

1East Wharf 
!New Artillery Park -----~----~-----

---

Garden 
lao•h Light Foot Encampment 
Saw Mill 
S uare Fortification (unlabeled) 

!Lime Kiln 
Hos itals, Barracks, and Stores 
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Table 29. Identified Resources for the years 1775-17_8_0_. ____________ _ 
1775-8{) 

1775-1 i Henry Knox Artillery Train 
1777-B 1 I Battle of Diamond Island-Battlefield 
f----------'------- ---------
1780 -B 1 !Second Battle of Bloody Pond-Battlefield 
f---------'------- ---- ----
1755-1780 Milita Burials 

137 
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Resource ID/Name: 1755-1 William _[ohnson Encampment 

Resource Type: Fortified lines of wood, earth and stone encampment 

Resource Date: First identified on maps in 1755 and visible until 1757 

Historic Context: 

In the late summer 1755, William Johnson amassed a small army at the southern end of Lake George. He had 
hoped to launch a flotilla northward to challenge Crown Point, a French strong-hold on Lake Champlain from 
which numerous attacks had been launched into New York and New England. The English colonies viewed 
Crown Point as a critical threat to their safety and security, and had for decades tried and failed to mount an 
attack. 

French forces under Baron Jean-Armand Dieskau had massed to blunt any English attempts at Crown Point. 
From his forward positon (at what would become) Fort Ticonderoga, he advanced southward to meet the 
English. Dieskau had intelligence that the English forces formerly at Fort Lyman ~ater Fort Edward) had split 
into two contingents. Johnson with 1,500 troops moved to Lake George, in an effort to avoid detection from 
the French who were carefully surveilling Lake Champlain (Bellico 1995:32). 

Contrary to strict orders. Dieskau led a strong detachment of troops to Fort Lyman in hopes of destroying the 
nascent stronghold. Unfortunately for Dieskau, many of his Native allies chaffed at attacking such a strong 
position. Instead, with excellent intelligence concerning Johnson's strength and disposition, Dieskau moved 
his forces northward. 

Johnson had received word of the approach of French troops to Fort Lyman, but had little idea as to their 
strength. He sent a relief column on the morning of September 8, 1755 to assist Major General Phineas Lyman. 
The nearly 1,000 Provincial English and Native troops were ambushed in what would become known as the 
Bloody Morning Scout, near Bloody Pond (see Resource Form 1775-Bl). 

Johnson's retreating troops made their way back to his Lake George encampment that had only recently begun 
to be fortified (Figure 1). Here a pitched battle ensued. French drove at the southern end and eastern ends of 
the camp in several waves. Johnson's artillery, including at least one howitzer [Eyre to Johnson, 29 September 
1755, Gohnson Papers Vol. II 1922:120)], dissuaded the enemy from approaching in an organized and orderly 
fashion (Bellico 1995:34). As a result, the faltering English troops were given time to rally and press back 
against the French. After Dieskau and his aide-de-camp Benoit-Francois Goseph-Pierre) Bernier were 
wounded, the French assault dissolved and Johnson and his troops commanded the field at the end of the day. 
Despite Pierre-Andre Gohin's efforts to rescue his commander, Dieskau and Bernier were taken prisoner 
(Henderson 1979; Turnbull 1979). 

Based on the historical maps and records, it appears that Johnson's fortified encampment underwent several 
iterations between August 28, 1755 and the summer of 1756 when Fort William Henry was completed (Table 
1). The battle lines of September 8 appear to have been slightly south and west of the later camp. This is most 
clearly represented on the Clement and Johnson Map 1756. The last iteration of the encampment appears to 
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have been observed by the French after the fall of Fort \Villiam Henry, as Argenson renders Johnson's old lines 
in relation to the later English "retrenchment" (Argenson 1757). 

Changes /Alterations to Encampment: 

The initial battle appears to have been fought along the southern breastwork of the camp, where the Provincial 
Troops (including Connecticut and Rhode Island troops) had settled. The breastwork was supported with 
artillery that included at least one howitzer, likely for firing mortar shells. According to William Blodget, at 
least four other field pieces were engaged during the battle, and may have included a 32-pounder, howitzer, and 
6-pounder and well as one of the small mortars (Bellico 2010:65; Blodget 1756a:2-3) (Figure 2). Another seven 
artillery pieces and two smaller mortars were in the camp but not brought into action. The disposition of the 
fortifications were directed by William Johnson, who had little practical military training. 

Aside from the tents, the encampment featured at least three storehouses (likely of log) that were under 
construction. Another log structure, perhaps also a storehouse, was built near Johnson's tent. It was largely 
completed at the time of the battles and served to house prisoners afterwards (Blodget 1756b:3). An informal 
magazine and store for the artillery had also been finished (Figure 2 and Map 17 55.1 a and. 1 b). A powder 
house was completed around September 12 and by the 20th an additional storehouse (Moffett and Hill 1932:609-
610). 

After the battle, the breastworks were improved under the hand of William Eyre, a military engineer, who likely 
added salient angles and other important features to the surrounding breastwork of the camp (Figure 3). His 
influence on the fortification of the camp may have been minimal as he was distracted by the constructing of a 
picket fort (small palisaded work) (Resource 1755-4) and the main body of what would become Fort William 
Henry (Figure 4). By November, Eyre was deeply ill with a fistula, but enough of the works were completed 
that others appear to have stepped in to help complete them 0ohnson Papers Vol. II 1922:280). 

Through October, an additional 1,500 troops or so arrived at Lake George. Exactly how the encampment 
changed with this influx of men and allied women and sutlers is unclear. Many, it appears from Johnson's 
correspondence, were staying in tents, like the General himself. His marquee was situated at the northeast 
corner of the camp during the battle in September (Figure 4 and Map 1755. la and. 1 b). Yet by September 27, 
Johnson's tent is shown on the northwest side of the camp, near the Artillery Park and magazine. Since he was 
wounded and confined mostly to his tent, he perhaps moved to this area to overlook the ongoing construction 

of the proposed fort. 

By October, some of the New England troops had started to construct "Hutts and Houses," perhaps 
anticipating that they might overwinter at Lake George. On October 30th the picket fort was ordered to be 
demolished, as the new fort was now underway (Moffett and Hill 1932:611)(Figures 5-8). In November, the 
artillery park, and likely the allied stores and magazines, had grown considerably to 20 or more pieces. Although 
not complete, the cannons and stores were moved into Fort William Henry by mid-November to better protect 
them and in preparation for a winter garrison. Johnson disbanded the camp and ordered the troops to return 
to winter quarters by the end of November. Since the fort was not completed, Johnson ordered the garrison 
troops to take the lumber and boards formerly at the camp to use in completing the necessary furnishings. 

When the army returned to Lake George in the spring and summer of 1756, a new encampment was created 
largely to the west of the fort (Resource 1756-8 and 9). During the Siege of Fort William Henry additional 
troops were hurried from Fort Edward in support of Fort William Henry. The fort could not accommodate 
all of them and a retrenched camp was established near the old William Johnson encampment. The retrenched 
camp was smaller and focused on the eastern edge of the former camp. 

2 
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In 1758, when General James Abercromby arrived with a large force destined to march to Fort Carillon, a large 
fortified camp was established in the same vicinity as the Johnson encampment and Young's Retrenchment 
(Resource 1757-4)(Figure 9). A portion of the lines along with the northeast and western segments of these 
camps may have overlapped. Archelaus Fuller wrote in his journal on July, 13, 1758, that while serving General 
Abercromby, he and his mates were "ordered to work upon the hill where the old breast work was to level it 
in order to build a fort" (Fort Ti Bulletin 1970: 10). A new breastwork around the camp was ordered by the 
17th and work on the new fort stopped (Fort Ti Bulletin 1970:11-12) (Figure 10). 

The fortified camp remained in place after the failed expedition northward in 1758 and was largely re-occupied 
in the spring of 1759 by General Jeffery Amherst's troops (Figure 11). In the spring and summer of 1759, 
construction was renewed at Fort George, and the residual troops were concentrated around the planned 
outline of the fort. The fort's footprints overlapped with the northeast segment of Johnson's camp and likely 
obliterated portions of it. 

Late development within and around the camp was relatively limited throughout the rest of the 18th and 19th 

century. In the early 20th century, much of the Johnson camp was protected within the state park. Some 
portions of the encampment's lines were likely destroyed or impacted by the park as it developed infrastructure 
and public facilities over the years. The development of hotels and other commercial properties along Route 
9 in the 20th century also have likely negatively affected the resource. A small segment of the fortified 
encampment may be visible on the surface in the very northwest segment of the 1755 encampment, despite the 
construction of several 19th and 20th-century roadways, the small mounds of earth and rock appear to have 
survived. Archeological excavations would be necessary to confirm if these features are a part of the 1755 
encampment or part of the later 1758/59 lines. Given how the feature appears to follow the natural landform, 
we suspect it is part of the former camp (17 55) as opposed the latter (1758 / 9) which was more regular and 
following angles of projections, as opposed to the topography alone. 

KOCOA: 

Key Terrain: The Johnson encampment was situated at the head of Lake George, considered the key terrain 
of the area. The camp was also situated along the higher ground just south of the lake, between the East Brook 
and \Vest Brook. 

Observation and fields of fire: From this higher ground Johnson's troops had the advantage of observation, 
although contemporary accounts suggest the vegetation limited this edge. 

Obstacles: Both of the nearby streams and their associated wetlands served as natural obstacles for enemy 
advances towards the encampment. This was likely why the area was selected for an encampment. 

Avenue of Approach and Retreat: Johnson's newly constructed military road (Resource 1755-2) was the 
principal avenue of approach and retreat to and from the camp from the south. The lake provided general 
access from the north. However, a wetland south of the beach strand limited movement. A causeway was later 
constructed to better facilitate movement from the lake to the camp. In time this would be a key terrain element 
as well. 

Integrity: Good D Medium IZl Poor D None D Unknown D 

Archeological Potential: The archeological potential associated with this resource appears to be very high in 
undeveloped segments. There was little in the way f latr development, expect for the Dowling farm in the 19th 

century and the later park (Figure 12). In developed portions where disturbance and filling has occurred, the 
potential is much lower. Overlapping later encampments from 1756, 1757, 1758, 1759 and even the 1770s may 
make it difficult, if not impossible, to archeologically discern the original Johnson encampmc:..,,--,.n... 
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archeological signature apart from the others. The archeological signature is likely to include hut and tent sites 
(domestic), as well as military features such as magazines, storehouses, and canon emplacements. In addition, 
the breastwork that surrounded the camp is likely to have the best chance of survival as it was still visible in the 
years following 1755. 

Small portions of the fortified lines may be visible within the Lake George Battleground Park, just above a 
small branch of the West Brook (Figures 13 and 14, Photos 1 and 2). Piles of earth and stone, near a later 
roadway, appear to closely match the location of the lines on historical maps. The piles are subtle, less than 
one-foot tall, and were likely thrown up at the base of a horizontal wooden wall or breastwork (see Figure 15 
for a contemporary 18th century rendering of breastworks). 

The breastwork here does not appear to have been part of more conventional military practice. Typically 
breastworks involved a sap or trench with gabions and fascines covered with earth and stone over the whole 
of the works. 

Here, there is no evidence of a trench (unless it was obscured by the later roadway). A review of the historical 
record suggests that the lines did not include gabions, but horizontal logs instead. The earth and stone may 
have been used to cover the front of the log, in order to provide additional protection from small arms and 
light artillery. 

Johnson's troop began the works on August 29, 1755 the day after the main body arrived at the lake. Johnson 
started the work without the help of Captain Eyre and his other Engineers as they were initially engaged at Fort 
Lyman (Edward) [Johnson to Phineas Lyman 29 Aug. 1755, Gohnson Papers Vol. II 1922:889). 

I arrived here with about 1500 Men the 28<th> past in the Evening, all was thick Wood, not 
a Foot of Land cleared, Our time since has been chiefly spent in opening the Ground about 
us & forming some regular kind of Encampment building temporary Store houses for 
Provisions & c. these Matters are now nearly accomplished. We have fixt on a Spot for a 
Fort (likely later fort William Henry) it is clearing & near 400 Men employed, who I hope in 
a few days will have the Fort in great forwardness & that it will be put into a respectable 
Condition before the Army leaves this place. [Johnson to James DeLancey, 4 Sept. 1755, 
Gohnson Pape.rs Vol. II 1922:6)). 

Current Ownership, Use and Threats to Resource: 

The lines a.re primarily within state land, namely the Lake George Battleground State Campground and Lake 
George Battlefield Park. However, portions clearly extend beyond the southern and western borders of the 
park into numerous private parcels. The line extends almost to Route 9 and the intersection of Stanton and 
Fort George Road. Here there are several private pa.reels. There are few threats to the .resource on state lands, 
and potential but unknown threats to those sections of the encampment that extends beyond. 

4 



Fort George Documentation, Resource Inventory Form - 1755-1 William Johnson Encampment 
ABPP Grant GA-2287-16-005, Town and Village of Lake George, Warren County, New York 

Table 1 Summary of accounts concernin g Johnson·s 1755 Encampment 
Source Encampment details 

Encampment before and durinq the battle 
Edward-Cole Describes how Rhode Island troops located between the Provincial 

and Connecticut troops, manned the breastworks and took the heat 
of the battle, one cannon dismounted behind breastworks. 

Samuel Blodget '"breastwork (such as it was] about it's [camp) front" and '"the 
breast-work Gen. Johnson speaks of in his letter, which was 
nothing more than the Bodies of trees laid singly on the 
Ground ... and not in Number sufficient to lie all of them contiguous 
to each other. 

.. 
The troops had time to '"throw up a breast-work of trees (as General 
Johnson calls it]; to plant a number of cannon in suitable places 
about it; to take possession of some eminences on our left flank, 
under the guard of a field-piece advantageously situated; to line our 
breastwork throuqhout with men. 

William Johnson '"As we had thrown up a breastwork of trees round our 
encampment, and planted some field-pieces to defend the same, we 
immediately hauled some heavy cannon up there to strengthen our 
front, took possession of some eminences on our left flank, and got 
one field-piece there in a very advantageous situation: The 
breastwork was manned throughout by our people, and the best 
disposition made through our whole encampment, which time and 
circumstances would permit.'" 

After the battle 
William Johnson ··our Breast work is strengthened and carried quite round our 
(Sept. 16, 1755) camp, a Picketted Fort is building here, the ground was cleared, and 

poor Coll: Williams was beginning [it], when the enemys visit put an 
end to his life and necessarily suspended the work." 

Peter Wraxall [Sept. 
.. 
... considering our present Circumstances & our Sittuation with 

18, 1755] regard to the Enemy whom by intelligen<ce> there is some reason 
to think are not far off & may make another Attack, it is most 
adviseable to contract our present Encamp t. or Decamp to the 
Ground where the picketted Fort is building. It is the Opinion of this 
Council of War that the present Encampt. be kept with the follow g 
Alterations That Col. Baglys & Col. Blanchards remove their 
Encamp t. & the Flank Breast work to run along the Flank of Col. 
Ruggles' & the Rocky Eminance on the Left Flank if found 
adviseable to be left without the Breast works, wch alterations are 
to be immediately set about." 

William Johnson (22 "Most of the Carpenters in the 3 Massachusetts Reg ts. of 
Oct. 1755 J Reinforcements are employed in building Hutts & Houses for their 

Men & officers, so that hitherto we have found little profit from 
them. .. 

Richard Smith (Nov. Inventory of Artillery at Lake George -3-32 pounders, 2 18-
6, 1755] pounders, 2, 12-pounders, 4, 6-pounders, iron, 4 brass 6-pounders, 

a 13-inch mortar, 2, 7-inch mortars, and 2 brass 9-inch mortars. 
Peter Wraxall [Nov. "By Advice of a Council of War we have moved our Artillery over to 
15, 1755) Fort William Henry & most of them are mounted there. We have 

almost finished a double Entrenchment round the Fort have 
removed thither our Powder Military Stores & Provisions ... we judge 
will be more safe & formidable than in this Camp." 

Cam p abandoned by end of November 
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Figure 1. An orthoimage of the William Johnson breastworks, as rendered on the later 1757 Argenson [French I map of the siege of Fort William Henry shown in solid 
yellow. The eastern edge shown as a dotted line corresponds with a later breastwork. Initially, Johnson suggests his troops did not place a breastwork in the elevated 
"rocky eminence" to the east. The southwest bastion of Fort George is indicated by a blue triangle. The photos below were taken in the vicinity of the red oval. 
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Photo 1. Evidence of the fortified lines of Johnson's camp, after the 8 September 1755 battle, may be located within 
the Fort George State Park today. A later road/pathway appears to be cut just above a pile of earth and stone that may 
have been part of the lines. View is to the north. A small branch of the West Brook, likely spring fed, lies just to the 
west. 

Photo 2. A detail of the earth and stone that may have been part of the lines, or possibly the later 1758/1759 fortified 
encampments of General Abercromby and/or Amherst (see Figure 10 below). 
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Figure 2. Blodget's 1755 (printed 1756] depiction of William Johnson's camp. His rendering appears to indicate the 
lines were located further west than the Argenson map. The approximate southwest bastion of later Fort George is 
indicated by a blue triangle (Blodget 1756b). 
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Figure 3. A schematic view of Johnson's camp after the battle. The battle lines from September 8, 1755 are shown 
extending beyond the later fortified works to the south and west (highlighted in red) !Clement and Johnston 1756). The 
approximate southwest bastion of later Fort George is indicated by a blue triangle. 
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Figure 4. William Eyre's 27 September 1755 map of the Johnson encampment and picket fort and initial layout of fort 
William Henry (incomplete)_ A= Fort William Henry, B=the picket fort, and E= Johnson's tent, D= magazines) [Eyre 
1755a). 
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Figure 5. A refined map of the above, likely by Eyre, or copied from his work (Eyre 1755b). The approximate southwest 
bastion of later Fort George is indicated by a blue triangle. 

Figure 6. Eyre's 1756 rendering of the William Johnson camp relative to the newly constructed Fort William Henry. 
The approximate southwest bastion of later Fort George is indicated by a blue triangle (Eyre and Heath 17561. 
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Figure 7. Another derivative view of the camp from Eyre (Eyre 1755b]. The approximate southwest bastion of later Fort 
George is indicated by a blue triangle. 

Figure 8. Yet another derivative view, this one attributed to Thomas Sowers (Sowers 17561. The approximate southwest 
bastion of later Fort George is indicated by a blue triangle. 

12 



Fort George Documentation, Resource Inventory Form - 1755-1 William Johnson Encampment 
ABPP Grant GA-2287-16-005, Town and Village of Lake George, Warren County, New York 

. .. 

Figure 9. The 1757 Argenson map is a French rendering of the situation after the fall of Fort William Henry. The old 
lines of "Monsieur Johnson·· are highlighted in red. The lines are likely those created after the battle. Despite being 
two years older, this map provides the most accurate and detailed information concerning the fortified encampment, 
until it was replaced with the smaller "retrenchment" shown in grey [Argenson 17571. The approximate southwest 
bastion of later Fort George is indicated by a blue triangle. 
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Figure 10. The 1758/1759 Ratzer map depicts the fortified encampment of Abercrombie, later occupied by Amherst 
relative to the 1755 Johnson encampment. Note portions of the northern and western section may have overlapped, 
as earlier breastworks may have been incorporated within the later works (Ratzer 1758). 
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Figure 11. An approximate overlay of the 1755 Johnson encampment on the 1759 Brasier map with the proposed Fort 
George (A). The ruins of Fort William Henry are to the top left. The construction appear to have obliterated portions of 
the northeast portion of the 1755 breastwork and allied fortifications (Brasier 1759). 
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Figure 12. The approximate location of the· encampment in the late 19th century. Fort George Road now crosses the 
encampment, the Dowling farm complex has had limited impacts, and to the east the railroad line has disturbed a 
portion as well. By and large, the area has been relatively undeveloped to this date {Arnold 1891). 
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Figure 13. The approximate location of the surface evidence of a breastwork, perhaps from the Johnson encampment, 
along Camp Soring Road on this 1899 map of the proposed state park, at the time in the possession of the Society for 
the Preservation of Scenic Historic Places and Object [Society for the Preservation of Scenic Historic Places and Objects 
1900:48-Plate GI. 
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Figure 14. The approximate area of the possible breastwork along the western perimeter of the Johnson Encampment 
located during a site visit in the fall of 2017 (Coulter 1958-1974). The work parallels a former roadway and the natural 
landform. 

Sections 

Figure 15. A contemporay view of breastworks with fascines, covered with earth and soil on the exterior and an interior 
ditch for cover (Muller 2004 (1757) Plate IX). 
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Resource ID /Name: ~1~7~5~5~-2~Mili=·=·=ta=r~.,_•=R=o~a=d~-----------------------

Resource Type: ~T=r=a=n=s.,_p=o=rt=a=ti=o=n~----------------------------­

Resource Date: First identified on map~ in 1755, persists today incorporated into modern road sy5tem 

Historic Context: 

The 1755 Military Road from Fort Edward to Lake George has been the subject of intense research over the 
years. Most recently Thomas Nesbitt has conducted a study of the various iterations of the road from its 
inception in 1755 through the Revolutionary War, and beyond. His remarkable ABPP study is heavily based 
on historical maps, much like the current study. As a result, we have largely followed his interpretations of the 
road and related mapping work (Figures 1-3). 

The road itself is an important feature for current archeology as numerous defensive features and related 
skirmishes and battles occurred along the road, especially during the French and Indian War. Thus, identifying 
the exact route of the former road would assist in locating these related archeological expressions and features. 

The road was likely part of a larger network of Native American trails that connected Lake George with the 
larger Hudson River drainage system. These pathways generally followed, level, dry ground that did not require 
long or complex stream crossings (Beeman 1982) (Figure 4). 

The military road was a matter of necessity for William Johnson to move his assembled army from Fort Edward 
(Carrying Place) to Lake George for its expedition to Crown Point. As Nesbitt points out, this road may have 
had its antecedents in 1709-11 when Lieutenant Governor Francis Nicholson also tried to mount a campaign 
northward (Nesbitt and Urrico n.d.:8). However, by 1755, little remained of any improvements made to the 
path systems. 

\Vith a force of nearly 2,000 men, opening a pathway suitable for wagons, men, and other animals was no small 
task. The road itself would eventually extend some 14 miles, largely paralleling modern Route 9. Here we 
concentrate on that small portion within the Town and Village of Lake George, totaling about 3 miles (Figure 
3). 

From the south, the original military road likely lies east of Route 9, and west of a small stream known as Cold 
Brook. The later Delaware & Hudson railroad line is situated on the west side of the brook. The topography 
through this section is relatively level, although it is through a relatively narrow defile, bordered on the east by 
the steep hillside of French Mountain and the west by unnamed hills. The road is largely north-south oriented, 
but veers westward as it nears Lake George, avoiding the numerous swales that form the headwaters of the 
East Brook. Fragments of this "old Military road" may coincide with the modern Old Military Road, just south 
of the village. Near the modern intersection of Old Military Road, Route 9N, and Route 9, the original road 
likely veered west (towards the former location of Fort Gage) and then slightly northeast to the lake. The road 
then may have followed near the path of modern Fort George Road to the lakeside. 

Captain Edmund Wells' diary of 1756 and 1757 outlined the attendant dangers of working on the road between 
Lake George and Fort Edward (Figures 5-7). In particular, ambuscades by the French and their Native allies 
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were particularly worrying (\Velis 1756-7:10). In response, large detachments were often sent out along the 
road to sweep out raiding parties. 

One of the more dangerous portions of the road likely lay along the modern Lake George-Queensbury town 
line in the vicinity of Bloody Pond (Figure 6). Here, the narrow dale of the Cold Brook is hemmed in by 
numerous hills and slopes that would have provided cover for ambuscades and small raiding parties (Nesbitt 
and Urrico n.d.:37-40). 

Through time, outposts were placed along the road. The later "Fort Gage" area was likely one important stop 
(Nesbitt and Urrico n.d.:36), located about 1 mile from the lake (Figure 8). This location also provided 
observation southward into the drainage of Cold Brook that was not possible further north and east. Wells 
also related the ceremonial march of John Campbell, also known as Lord Loudon, in October 1756 from Fort 
\Villiam Henry back to Fort Edward. He was selected along with other officers and 100 men to escort the Lord 
from the camp to approximately "one mile" south. From there the escort returned to the fort (\Velis 1756-
7:50). This anecdote suggests the location of Fort Gage, prior to its construction in 1759 along the road was 
already ari important post along the military road. 

The work on the road took on extra importance in 1758 and 1759 when the British assembled a large army to 
advance northward towards Fort Carillon. In October 1758, Captain Alexander Monypenny reported that a 
detachment of over 300 men were sent out " to work on the road between the Camp and Half Way Brook" 
(Fort Ti Bulletin 1970). The road was described as "a bowling green" totaling 14 miles from Fort Edward to 
Lake George (New-Hampshire Gazette 1758), likely meaning flat, wide, and level. The road needed to 
accommodate the over 1,000 wagons that were brought into service to assist the movement of the army (Nesbitt 
and Urrico n.d.:16; New-Hampshire Gazette 1758). 

The same continual activity of improving the road extended into 17 59, when General Jeffery Amherst brought 
his army northward (Figure 8). He decided to clear the road 30 yards on each side, and to "leave small borders 
of trees on each side." Amherst thought this was practical as a "defence for anyy parties marching along the 
road ... and not so liable to be surprised by skulking parties" (Amherst 1931:38). 

After about 1760, the need for a large military road waned, and the pathway slowly deteriorated and once again 
became largely overgrown. By 1784, after the American Revolution, the military road was made into a public 
highway consisting of a four-rod wide road (Nesbitt and Urrico n.d.:59). Much of the road eventually became 
Route 9 from Fort Edward to Lake George with minor variations (Figures 9-10). 

KOCOA: 

The military road would have been a Key Terrain element as the principal overland route between southern 
Lake George and the Hudson River. The road provided the major access point from the lake to points south 
and east. As a result, it was the main Avenue of Approach and Retreat in several battles especially the Battle 
of Lake George in 1755 (Resource 1755-Bl). It was also a critical escape route for the English in the 1757 
Siege of Fort William henry which the French were able to cut off It was also the main approach of the 
Carelton expedition against Fort George in 1780. 

As large portions of the road followed low-lying and level areas, Observation from the road was often difficult, 
if not impossible and therefore movement of troops and materiel could be easily scouted by the enemy. This 
proved true during the ambuscades of the Battle of Lake George in 1755 and against in 1780 during the Second 
Battle of Bloody Pond (Resource 1780-Bl). Carelton then used the former location of Fort Gage, one mile 
south to observe Fort George. He was able to determine the fort was lightly defended and could be taken with 
minimal effort. 

Cover and concealment on the road was difficult, but could be easily obtained along the hills and dales aside 
the road (Figure 4). Obstacles along the road were few, an intent of the road builders. The path crossed 
relatively few large streams or wetlands. Trees were removed along most of the path as well as roe • her 
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possible hindrances. But the cover and concealment along the sides of the military road, and the obstacles of 
hills and rocky terrain nearby made several locations very vulnerable to ambushes, as seen in two of the battles. 

Integrity: Good □ Medium D Poor IZI None D Unknown D 

Archeological Potential: The archeological potential of the road itself is likely very limited, with later roads, 
plank roads, railroads, highways and street systems built over top. The related features of encampments, 
scouting parties, small skirmishes, and mile posts or other advanced guards might still have archeological 
visibility. This is especially true in areas where there is limited commercial and residential development along 
Route 9 eastward to Cold Brook. 

Current Ownership, Use and Threats to Resource: There are numerous private landowners along the 
historic road. In fact, the vast majority of the area is in private hands. The Delaware & Hudson rail trail and 
modern road systems are in public trust (Photo 1 and 2). There are likely multiple threats to the resource, 
especially given the developmental pressure along Route 9. 

Figure 1. An orthoimage of the northernmost extent of the Military Road, as understood from Frye's 1757 map. 
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Figure 2. Thomas Nesbitt's work suggest at least three iterations of the road between 1757 and 1759 [solid red line, 
dotted red line, and the yellow dotted line]. 

4 



Fort George Documentation, Resource Inventory Form - 1755-2 Military Road 
ABPP Grant GA-2287-16-005, Town and Village of Lake George, Warren County, New York 

Figure 3. Orthoimage of the southern end of the military road (purple line). largely paralleling Route 9 to the Lake 
George/Queensbury border, just south of Bloody Pond. 
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Figure 4. The general path of the military road (orange) follows the most advantageous landforms. Here the deeply 
dissected swales of the headwaters of the East Brook form a natural barrier on the east side (blue circle), and the steep 
hillsides on the west along present a barrier (brown rectangle]. 
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Figure 5. Dieskau's generalized map of the road between Fort Edward and Lake George where the two September 9, 
1755 battles occurred [Dieskau 1755). 

Figure 6. A generalized view of the military road from Gordon's 1756 map [Gordon 17561. "A" is the reputed location 
of Bloody Morning Scout battle (highlightedl. Note how several foot trails [represented by dashed line] appear to 
converge in about this area. The cartographer also rendered the barriers of East Brook and steep hillsides. 

7 



Fort George Documentation, Resource Inventory Form - 1755-2 Military Road 
ABPP Grant GA-2287-16-005, Town and Village of Lake George, Warren County, New York 

.Fo'rt Wll\f':un 
f 

~ ! 

-~ >~ 

/ '~ 

.,,.------··'\.... ,t ( 

Figure 7. A very generalized 
view of the military road, on 
Rivez·s map of New York in 
1757 [Rivez 17571. 

Figure 8. The military road in 1759 from the south end of the lake to approximately 1 mile south, near Fort Gage [starl. 
Note how the road navigates between the steep hills to the west and the tributaries of the East Brook to the east [Ratzer 
1759]. 
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Figure 9. The approximate location of the military road, presumably following the later 19th -century road network 
between the lake and the town line (Beers 1876). 
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Figure 10. The 1953-1956 Department of Public Work map that depicts a segment of the military road, along the 
modern Old Military Road segment. The topographic lines depict the steepness of the hills to the west and drainage 
swales of East Brook to the east (State of New York- Department of Public Works 1953-6). 
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Photo 1 A view south of the Old Military Road just south of its intersection with Routes 9 and 9N. To the right is the 
modern Lake George Rail Trail, formerly a segment of the Delaware & Hudson rail line. The iterations of the original 
road are likely in this vicinity, although now obscured. 

Photo 2 A historical marker along the modern Rail Trail that 
interprets the Military Road from the colonial wars. The 
view is to the west. Route 9 is uphill in the distance and the 
buildings in the distance front along the highway. A 
tremendous amount of fill has been placed along the east 
side of the highway to make the lots developable. 
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Gordon, Harry 
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Plan ef the Country from Fort Edward to Crown Point Map available from the Norman B. 
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Resource ID/Name: 1755-5 Johnson's Magazine, Marquee , Artillery Park 

Resource Type: Encampment facilities 

Resource Date: September 1755 to November 1755 (3 months) 

Historic Context: 

Within the larger Johnson encampment and his fortified lines are several noted facilities that are likely to have 
an archeological expression. These include a powder magazine, his marquee (or large tent), and the artillery 
park where guns, cannons and related materials were temporarily stored and the equipment serviced and 
maintained. These facilities were located on the west side of the encampment in the elevated landform above 
the West Brook (Figure 1). 

After September 8th and the Battle of Lake George, William Johnson's proposed expedition to Crown Point 
stalled. In part due to his own wounds, and likely the shock of such a fierce battle so soon into the campaign. 
Johnson, against the wishes of many of his officers, decided to fortify their position at the southern shore of 
Lake George. This was to be accomplished with the construction of a temporary picket fort, a larger timber 
and earthen fort (to be called Fort William Henry), and by fortifying the larger encampment (see 1755-1). 

Although William Blodget provided an excellent overview of Johnson's encampment and position of troops 
during the Battle of Lake George, the later months of the encampment which lasted until November are less 
well represented in the historical record (Figure 2). During the battle, the right wing of the camp is shown to 
be occupied by Colonel Moses Titcomb and Colonel Timothy Ruggles on the Blodget map (Figure 2), but by 
Cols. William Cockroft, Seth Pomroy, and Ephraim Williams on the Clement and Johnston rendering (Figure 
3) (Blodget 17 56; Clement and Johnston 17 56). 

William Eyre's late September plan of the army's position at the south end of the lake (Figure 4), provides the 
cl~arest documentation of the internal structure of the camp after the battle (Eyre 1755a). Private Hill suggests 
the Johnson marquee moved between the time the powder magazine was built on September 12 and when the 
larger encampment was re-organized on September 25, 1755 (Hill 1932: 609). The new bombproof magazine 
within the fort was started by 25 men on October 2 (Figure 5). The artillery and stores were then moved into 
the fort just before camp broke for winter quarters by November 15, 1755 Gohnson Papers Vol. II 1922:301). 

Johnson, injured with a lead ball in his thigh, was largely confined to his marquee the remainder of the fall. 
Originally, he was posted along the high ground on the left wing of the camp (east side), likely as it was the 
safest and most secure position, as Blodget reported that the swampy land (the drowned mouth of the \Vest 
Brook) "on our Right... gave the Enemy great advantage" (Blodget 1756). Blodget's plan seems to indicate that 
the ground for the picket fort, and later Fort William Henry, had only started to be cleared at the time of the 
battle. As work progressed, however, Johnson re-organized the camp, moving his tent to the right wing, on a 
small piece of rising ground. From here, Johnson could more easily observe the progress of the construction 
of the fort and boat building activities while convalescing. 
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Cover for the troops' work clearing, building, and digging was provided by artillery and the nearby park, where 
the cannon and mortars could be quickly deployed to defend the positon. A powder magazine was also 
constructed near the park to service the guns. Eyre's plan indicated four gun emplacements along the right 
wing of the encampment: one at the southwestern-most point, apparently within a bastion, two along the far 
west wing, and a fourth on the height of land at the northern end of the camp. These were placed along the 
breastwork and likely fired en barbette, or over the breastwork wall without the use of an embrasure or other 
protective features. These left such pieces exposed to enemy fire, but also provided flexibility in their 
deployment, as they could be easily repositioned as necessary. 

The resource area was largely left undisturbed by subsequent land uses (Figure 6). Prior to the Johnson 
occupation, the area was part of the Massachusetts regiment's encampment for several weeks. Johnson 
remained at his new headquarters from around September 20 until the end of the campaign in November. The 
following year the encampment focused at Fort William Henry. In 1757, with the French attacking, troops 
unable to be accommodated in the fort were placed on the high ground within the former 1755 encampment, 
but further to the east. This became known as the Young Retrenchment (see form 1757.1). 

In 1758, General James Abercromby assembled a large force at the head of the lake, and included this ground 
into his new fortified encampment (Figure 7). Perhaps he utilized the remnants of the former breastworks of 
the 17 55 encampment along the right wing, just west of the site of the former Johnson marquee. The fortified 
camp was occupied through 1758, and the first part of the summer of 1759. 

After General Jeffrey Amherst sailed north with his large force, a residual group remained to continue 
construction of Fort George to the east (Figures 8 and 9). This site then was effectively abandoned, in terms 
of military occupation. Aside from the Dowling farmhouse complex to the east of the resources, the area 
surrounding the three loci was not been developed (Arnold 1891). The Dowling farmhouse complex was built 
around 1870 in its original location closer to the lake on the same side of Fort George Road (Map 10). Map 
and photographic evidence supports the notion that the house was moved to its current location sometime in 
the early 20th c (Curtin 2018:2). 

The Isaac Jogues monument likely disturbed part of the area, but its footprint is relatively small (Figure 11). 
The monument included the excavation for a cement plinth to support the granite base and bronze statue. The 
plinth was placed in a 15-by-17-foot square area with sand and crushed stone up to six inches deep. There is 
also associated landscaping for plantings, and walking paths totaling about 650 square feet of area (The 
Warrensbm;g News 1939). 

Today the three 1755 features are encapsulated within State land within the Lake George Battlefield Park and 
the Lake George Battleground Campground. 

The archeological signature of these features may be as follows: 

• Marquee- usually a large tent. For officers, especially generals, these were fairly elaborate and often 
contained wooden flooring, furniture such as table and chairs, bedding, and the like. In this case, 
since the general was infirmed and content to spend the fall here, his tent could have easily been 
improved with other amenities (Figure 12-14). 

• The powder magazine was likely a semi-subterranean feature that included a domed roof of brick, 
stone, sod, and soil. The magazine was likely a temporary structure as it was expected that a similar 
structure would be incorporated into Fort William Henry, which was under construction (Figure 15 
and 16). 

• The artillery park would likely have the smallest archeological signature, as it consisted of storage area 
for unused artillery, their associated carriages and conveyances, and a store of iron shot and other 
projectiles. Light artifact scatters might be expected, but few if any features are likely. 

2 



Fort George Documentation, Resource Inventory Form - 1755-5 Johnson's Marquee, Magazine, and Artillery Park 
ABPP Grant GA-2287-16-005, Town and Village of Lake George, Warren County, New York 

Integrity: Good IZI Medium D Poor D None D Unknown D 

Archeological Potential: The archeological potential of these three features is quite good. There is a likely 
archeological signature, as described above, with each. There is some overlapping military occupation, both 
slightly before (during the Battle of Lake George and its immediate aftermath), and afterwards in 1758 and 
1759. The Dr. Dowling property likely affected some disturbances as did the later state park and campgrounds 
(Photos 1-3). 

Current Ownership, Use and Threats to Resource: The resources are currently located within part of the 
Lake George Battlefield Park and the Lake George Battleground Campground, and the Lake George Battlefield 
Park Historic District. No current threats to the resources are known. 

Figure 1. An orthoimage of the portion of the larger encampment camp with the Johnson Marquee, magazine, and 
artillery park (outlined in redl, to the northwest is the likely location of Fort William Henry and the picket fort (blue]. 
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Figure 2. Johnson's camp appears to have been arranged differently during the Battle of Lake George, from that of the 
remainder of 1755. Here the right wing is occupied by Colonel Ruggles and Colonel William's forces. However, almost 
immediately after the battle, Johnson moved his marquee, magazine and much of the artillery park to the right wing, 
likely to cover and supervise the construction of the later Fort William Henry [Blodget 1756). 
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Figure 3. The 1756 Clement and Johnston rendering provides a similar view of the situation during the Battle on 
September 8, 1755 as the Blodget view above [Clement and Johnston 1756). 
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Figure 4. The 1755 map from September 27 enclosed in a letter to Charles Hardy provides an overview of Johnson·s 
re-organized camp after the battle while the picket fort was still standing and Fort William Henry had been laid-out for 
construction. D= '"the Gener'l" and E= ··the powder" and the artillery park is noted to the north (Eyre 1755a]. 
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Figure 5. 1755 Eyre depicts the now completed fortified encampment around October 1755, although not indicated, 
the Johnson tent, magazine and artillery park is still on the right flank Ired outline) (Eyre 1755b]. 
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Figure 6. Between 1756 and 1758, there was little activity in this portion of the Lake George area. Most of the troop 
moved into Fort William Henry, those that could not be accommodated were placed in the retrenched camp to the east 
of the former site of the Johnson tent, 1757 Pfister map (Pfister 17571. 
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Figure 7. By 1758, The former location of Johnson·s tent was once again part of a large fortified camp created by 
General Abercromby before and after his failed expedition to Fort Carillon [Germain 1758). 
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Figure 8. After Amherst's expedition north in late July 1759, this portion of Lake George was once again abandoned 
as a military camp. G= old lines made under General Abercromby [see above [Ratzer 17591. 
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Figure 9. After Amherst successfully marched north against the French, work continued on nearby Fort George [Al 
and other installations, as forces and materials were consolidated to the east [Brasier 1759). 
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Figure 10. The area remained relatively undisturbed throughout the 19th century. By the middle to end of the 19th 
century, the property was owned by Nivert, and a nearby farmstead owned by Dr. Dowling lay just to the east (Arnold 
1891). 
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Figure 11. The area was incorporated into a State Park in 1929, the Jogues monument [star) was erected in the area 
in 1939. Otherwise this area has been relatively undisturbed [State of New York- Department of Public Works 1953-6). 
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Figure 12. Blodget's representation of General Johnson's Marquee or tent [31 I and that of Colonel Harris (331 during 
the battle when they were posted on the left wing (Blodget 17561. 
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Figure 13. A 1711 rendering of a large marquee in a military camp in Europe by Joshua de Grave, provides a sense of 
the activities and allied structures that would have occurred around an officer's marquee in the 18th century (de Grave 
17111. 
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Figure 14. A marquis from an unknown location in the journal of Col. James Montresor, from about 1757 (Montresor 
n.d.:G97). 
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Figure 15. A detail of the first location of the "Magazine of Powder" (22] shown on the Blodget rendering (outlined in 
blue). Although not identified as such, this area is also part of the first artillery pa rk where the cannon and carriages 
were stored during the battle (Blodget 1756). 
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Figure 16. The powder magazine at Fort Montgomery, a revolutionary war feature. These semi-subterranean 
structures often featured an arched roof that included brick, soil, and sod or soil to protect the powder from 
incendiary devices (Fisher 2004:115-120). 
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Photo 1 A Google Street View of the location of the Johnson Marquee, magazine, and artillery park from Fort George 
Road. This part of the 1755 camp occupied a low rise just east of the West Brook, now filled and straightened. 
Another small drainage swale appears on contemporary maps between the rise and modern road, suggesting this 
area has been extensivilY filled as well . 

Photo 2 The majority of the area today is wooded, located south of the Jogues memorial. DEC has installed and 
removed various campsites in the area over the years, induding water lines and fire rings. The depression to the 
right may be an archeological feature related to the 1755 or later encampments. 
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Photo 3 The approximate location of Johnson's 1755 marquee, magazine and artillery park along the right wing of 
the encampment. Today, the area is part of the Battlefield Park and partially occupied by a large monument to Isaac 
Jogues by artist Charles Keck, erected in 1939 as a peace memorial. 
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Documentary Sources: 
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State Archives, Digital Collections, Digital representation of a map in the \Varren County 
Records Center and Archives, Office of the County Clerk. Maps - Miscellaneous, map book 
3. 

1756 A prospective-Plan of the battle near Lake George, on 8th Sept. 1755. With an explanation thereof; 
containing a Jul~ though short history of that affair. Boston, New-England, printed; London, re­
printed for T. Jefferys, [London]. 

Brasier, \Villiam 
1759 PLAN of part efFORT GEORGE with the BARRACKS &c Erected in the Year 1759. British 

Library. 

Clement, Timothy and Thomas Johnston 
1756 To His Excellenry William Shirll!)' Esqr. Capt General & Govr: in Chief in and over his Mqjesry's 

Province ofye Massac/mssetts Bery in New England Mqjor General & Commander in Chief of all his 
Mqjesry's Land farces in Notth America and toye Legislators ofye Several Provinces Concerned inye 
Expedition to Crown Point, This Plan of Hudson's Rivr. from Albaf!Y to Fort Edward .... Map 
available from the William L. Clements Library, Record/004671751. 

Curtin, Edward V. 
2018 Phase 2 Archaeological Survey, Lake George Park Commission And Lake George, 

Battlefield Park Visitors Interpretive Center, 75 Fort George Road, Town Of Lake George, 
Warren County, New York, Lake George, NY. 

de Grave, Joshua 
1711 Headquarters at Haspres, 1922, 0710.7. 

Eyre, William 
1755a 

1755b 

A-27 September 1755, Plan of Forts at Lake George, & that proposed by Capt. EyreJ\ in Sir Charles 
Harrfy '.i· letter ef October 8th, 17 5 5. Map available from the British Library. 

C-I?Jan of Port William Henry and Camp at Lake George (CL). Map available from the William L. 
Clements Library, Record 004671949. 

Fisher, Charles L. 
2004 The Powder Magazine. In "The Most Advantageous Situation in the Highlands"-AnArchaeological 

Sturfy of Port Montgomery State Historic Site, edited by C. L. Fisher, pp. 115-120. New York State 
Museum, Cultural Resource Survey Program Series, Albany, NY. 

Germain, George 
1758 Plan ef the Encampment Intrenchment with theier [sic] Environs at Lake George. Likely drawn by 

Bermard Ratzer. Map available from the William L. Clements Library, Record/004671754. 

Hill, James and Edna V. Moffett 
1932 The Diary of a Private on the First Expedition to Crown Point. The New England Quarter!J 

5(3):602-618. 
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Johnson Papers Vol. II 
1922 The Papers ef Sir William Johnson. The University of the State of New York, Albany. 

Montresor, James 
n.d. The A1ontresor Papers (microfilm collection). Washington Crossing, Pa., David Library of the 

American Revolution 

Pfister, Francis 
1757 

Ratzer, Bernard 
1759 

PL4N OF FORT Wm HENRY and the English Camps & Retranchment, with the French different 
Camps & Attack there upon. Map available from the British Library, VU2:IAMS040-
001999744. 

Plan of the Encampment of the Army at Lake Geor;ge, June 1759. Likely drawn by Bernard Ratzer. 
Map available from the British Library, MS 57713.3. 

State of New York- Department of Public Works 
1953-6 Alba1!)-Candian Border (I-87), Warren County Area, Series Nos. 16, 38A, and 22. On file at 

NYSDOT Headquarters, Albany, NY. . 

The Warrensbur;g News 
1939 Jogues Statue Will Be a Great Peace Memorial, 8 June. The JVarrensburg News. Warrensburg, 

NY. 

16 



Appendix2B 



ABPP Fort George Documentation 

~-~~ 2017-2018 
~ Resource Inventory Form 

ABPP Grant GA-2287-16-005 
Town and Village of Lake George, Warren County, New York 

Resource ID/Name: 1756-5 Lime and Brick Kilns 

Resource Type: --'C"""o"'"n"""'st""ru"'c""t1"".o""n"'------- ------------------ ------­

Resource Date: First constructed fall 1756 

Historic Context: 

The brick and lime kilns were likely built in the waning weeks of August and early September 1756, after General 
Winslow returned from Albany and the strategic decision was made to abandon the expedition to Crown Point. 
At that time, Winslow and his army focused on strengthening the southern end of Lake George and Fort 
Edward. Surface evidence of the lime kiln appears to be at odds with some of the historical maps. In general, 
the lime and brick kilns are located east of Fort \Villi.am Henry and the \Vest Brook (Figure 1). 

On September 16, 17 5 7, Elisha Hawley noted: the "Garrison is fraimed 140 in Length & 20 in bred th ---The 
Stones for Lime & ye Bricks are now burning" (Hawley 1753-1795:174). Previously, brick and lime was likely 
transported to Lake George from Fort Edward, Saratoga, or even Albany. However, with a large labor force 
at its disposal, the army could easily construct its own kilns and burn the bricks and lime more locally. 

The kilns appear only on one map by Captain P. Jackson from the late summer of 1756 (Figure 4). Their 
locations appear to be generalized. Surface evidence of two kilns can be seen today east of Fort George Road 
within the Battlefield Park. These may be the 1756 kilns indicated on the Jackson map, or perhaps later kilns. 
Additional archeology would be necessary to help date the features. The kilns were advantageously situated 
along an outcrop of limestone. Typically lime kilns were situated below the quarry face, allowing raw limestone 
ore to be placed into the kiln from above. The fuel box could be fed and the resulting unslaked, burnt lime 
could be extracted easily at the base Oohnson 2008:131). These fairly simple features are often called "shaft 
kilns." The kiln would have been fueled by the abundant wood resources in the vicinity of the army camp. 

The brick kiln was likely situated on the terrace above the small spring-fed drainages of West Brook to the west 
of the fort. Here clay could be easily mined, and sand and water also obtained, to help form the green bricks 
in wooden forms. The formed bricks were allowed to air dry in the sun, and once "leather hard" were removed 
from the forms. From this point, they could be piled into a self-contained kiln known as a "clamp" or "scove 
kiln," or alternatively placed into a more formal kiln known as an updraft kiln. For an overview of 17th- and 
18th-century brick.making in New York see Hartgen (2005:Ch 2) and Table 1. The Jackson and Frye maps 
seems to suggest that the brick kilns were more permanent and formal than a clamp kiln, perhaps an updraft 
kiln (Frye 1757;Jackson 1756)(Figures 4 and 5). 

A second set of kilns was constructed in 1758 and 1759. These appear to have been located to the east of the 
escarpment, located just west of the East Brook. A lime kiln was investigated as part of a larger archeological 
study undertaken by the New York State Museum (Figures 2 3, and 7) (New York State Museum 2013). 

There is no evidence the 1756 kilns were utilized again and may have been destroyed after the French captured 
Fort William Henry in 1757 (Figure 6). Post-war activities near the 1756 kilns appear to have been minimal as 
evidenced on historical maps (Figures 8 and 9). 
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Table 1. The archeological signatures of 18th-century brickmaking (Gurcke 1987; Hartgen Archeological Associates Inc. 
20051. 

Step Process lGurcke 1987:4) Archeoloeica] Si~nature 

1. Mining/ Two methods of clay extraction: l. Depressions left from borrow pit 
Winning 1. Excavation of borrow pits. excavations 

2. Benched excavations along the side of 2. Terraced benches 
exposed clay deposits. 

2. Preparation I. Weathering: raw clay is stockpiled and l. Weathering beds, stockpiles ofraw clay. 
exposed to the elements to help break the soil 
up and to remove undesirable inclusions. 

2. Tempering; the clay is mixed with water, 2. Ring pits, large circular depressions 
sand, and tempering agents to produce a where mixing of clay and tempering 
consistent mix that will fire evenly. agents occurred. 

3. Molding The prepared clay is packed into wooden molds Post molds from molding sheds. 
on sand-covered tables and shaped into brick. Sand deposits. 

4. Drying Partially dried brick is removed from molds and Post molds from drying sheds. 
laid out in open-sided sheds to dry. Sand deposits 

5. Firing/ l. Green bricks (i.e. dried, unfired) are stacked l. Bottom courses of clamp/scove kiln left 
Burning in clamps or scove kilns. in situ. Fire-reddened soils. 

2. Green bricks laid up in up-draft or down- 2. Arches and benches from the kiln left in 
draft semi-permanent kilns. situ. 

6. Sorting Fired bricks sorted according to hardness and Deposits of warped and/or fragmented brick 
size. Unusable bricks are disposed. that have been discarded. 

Integrity: Good (gJ Medium D Poor D None D Unknown D 

Archeological Potential: Both the lime and brick kilns are likely to have a substantial archeological footprints. 
This includes 

• the clay and limestone quarries, 

• pug mills to mix clay and sand for the bricks, and to crush the calcined limestone, 

• the drying yards for the bricks, which may have included wooden sheds, 

• slaking pits where the burnt limestone and water were mixed to create plaster, mortar, or cement, 

• and the kilns themselves. 
Physical evidence is visible in the form of cracked and burned limestone as well as at least two lime kiln mounds, 
and possibly a third. 

As these areas appear to have remained relatively undeveloped over time, there is an excellent potential to locate 
the kilns and their associated work yards and appurtenances archeologically. The surface evidence of the kilns 
may be those represented on the 1756 and 1757 map or later incarnations. In either case, the kilns are an 
important archeological expression of the military occupation of the southern end of Lake George in the 18th 

century. 

Current Ownership, Use and Threats to Resource: The kilns are located on state land, and are not 
threatened resources (Photos 1-2). However, the surface features (and likely location of the brickyard and other 
kilns) offer excellent opportunities for public interpretation. 

2 



Fort George Documentation, Resource Inventory Form -1756-5 Lime and Brick Kilns 
ABPP Grant GA-2287-16-005, Town and Village of Lake George, Warren County, New York 

Figure 1. An orthoimage of the 1756 brick and lime kilns based on an overlay of the 1757 Frye map of the southern 
end of Lake George in relation to the surface evidence of kilns (Frye 1757). 

Photo 1 A view southeast of two lime kilns in the current Battlefield Park. The associated limestone quarry is 
located immediately to the east of the larger kiln to the rear. 
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Photo 2 A small drainage j ust west of the former Dowling farm like ly suppl ied the clay for the brick kilns. The kilns 
themselves were likely situated on the terrace above the drainage to the west. 
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. - .I, - -
Figure 2. An excavated lime kiln further east, thought to date to 1759, located along the escarpment of the East Brook 
(Courtesy of CRSP, NYSM) (New York State Museum 20151. 

atu, ay-30 . e ersey egan 
to work this day. Rec4 a letter from Cap' Green from 
Louisburg dated the 3d of June. Gave my •first Plan 
of the Fort to the General. The General Wall Packet 
Captain Botisor with Col1° Bastide &0 sailed the 25 th of 

Figure 3. An excerpt from James Montresor's journal, dated June 1759, mentions a new ""Jersey blue lime burner," 
which may refer to the excavated lime kiln shown in Figure 4. 
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Figure 4. The Jackson map is one of the only contemporary 1756 maps to indicate the general locations of the brick 
[GI and lime kilns (Fl [Jackson 17561. 
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Figure 5. The lime and brick kilns were represented on the 1757 Frye map, suggesting that these features were 
evident, or perhaps still in use, until the time of the siege in August 1757 [Frye 1757). 
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Figure 6. The kilns were likely short-lived, used only during the late summer and fall of 1756. They are not represented 
on this 1757 map [Pfister 1757]. 
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Figure 7. A new lime kiln was constructed along the East Brook [arrow) for the construction of Fort George in 1759. 
There is no indication of a brick yard or kiln. However, the map seems to indicate a quarried clay bank (green arrow). 
perhaps where the 1756 clay was excavated for the brick kiln (Brasier 1759). 
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Figure 8. The "old lime kiln " is likely the one still evident today, indicated on this 1891 map of Lake George [highlighted 
in yellow). The designation seems to suggest that it was an 18th century feature. The Dowling house is to the west and 
the likely location of the 1756 brick kiln further to the west. The circle above is the mapped location of the lime kiln 
[Arnold 1891). 

Lun Kiln 

Figure 9. The supposed location of the kilns, relative to the surface evidence, after the creation of the Battl 
(State of New York- Department of Public Works 1953-6). 
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Town and Village of Lake George, Warren County, New York 

Resource ID/Name: 1757-4 Colonel Young's Retrenchment /the "Entrenched Camp" 

Resource Type: ~F~o=r=t1=·fi=1c=a=t1=·o=n..._ _____________________________ _ 

Resource Date: Tulv 27 to August 14, 1757 

Historic Context: 

This resource is an important element of the Siege of Fort William Henry, and is where the bulk of 
English/ Provincial troops were stationed during the fight, including the theatre commander Lt. Colonel George 
Monro. Although the camp was known for Lt. Colonel John Young, who commanded the troops who worked 
on retrenching the location. The camp is situated on the elevated terrace between the \Vest and East Brook, 
largely overlapping with William Johnson's' 1755 encampment (Figure 1). The French and English depicted 
the camp in distinctly different ways, as will be discussed. Here we use the plan developed by Abercrombie as 
the most likely outline of the camp (Figures 4 and 5). 

Once French troops were spotted on the horizon of Lake George in late July 1757, word was quickly sent to 
Fort Edward for English reinforcements. At the time, only a small contingent of English and Provincial troops 
were stationed at Fort William Henry, as the majority of available forces were sent east to siege Louisburg, 
Nova Scotia. As Fort William Henry could only accommodate about 400 to 450 soldiers, the additional 
detachments encamped on the hillside to the southwest of the fort. 

A detachment of about 200 Royal Americans (3rd Battalion) under Lt. Colonel John Young (Campbell 2014:31 
and 91), with 100 Independent troops of Captain Charles Cruikshanks, and 823 Massachusetts Provincials 
under Colonel Joseph Frye, left Fort Edward August 2 (Frye 1757:355). As the additional forces arrived to 
assist the Fort \Villiam Henry garrison, it was determined that a new fortified encampment near the former 
William Johnson camp should be established to best protect the fort and additional soldiers. This became 
known as Colonel Young's Retrenchment, and was also called "the Entrenched Camp." The outline of the 
camp was established by Colonel James Montresor on July 27 (Bellico 2010:110). His sketch provides an idea 
of the concept that he developed; however, once he retired with General Daniel Webb to Fort Edward, the 
camp evolved organically (Figures 2 and 3, Figures 6-10) . 

Montresor's journal indicated he arrived at Fort William Henry on July 26 and met with Colonel John Young 
and the Governor (Figures 2 and 3). They determined to "form a camp" on Johnson's 1755 camp that is to be 
"rentrenched (sic)" (Montresor 1881:23). On the 27'\ the Montresor traced out he ground for the new camp 
and the next day work began on the "Intrechment" according to his plans. The same day the troops camped 
to the southwest of the fort moved to their new camp to the east (Montresor 1881:24), but the very next day 
he departed for Fort Edward and Colonel Young continued the works without the service of master engineer. 
For artillery, Montresor suggested two 12-pounders, 2-six-pounders, and 2 eight-pounders (Montresor 
1881 :37). The Argenson show six artillery locations (Figure 16) different than the English plan of Pfister's 
(Figure 9). This could suggest the artillery was moved throughout the battle, and the French maps represent 
the last iteration of their disposition 

By August 3, the troops "fortified in the best manner we could, with logs and stones, having two brass 6-
pounders on a hill near the centre of the camp, two brass 12-pounders on the west side of the encampment, 
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one brass-6-pounder at the entrance of the camp from the lake, and cine easterly side of the camp from the 
lake, to clear a swamp" (Frye 1757:358) (Figures 7-9). 

The historical maps suggest as many as two buildings were located within the camp (see Figures 14-15). The 
fortified lines featured as many as 6 sally-ports, or protective entrances. The cannons on the heights in the 
center of the camp appear to have been within a redoubt (square or rectangular stronghold within the fortified 
line). Burton and his engineers suggested such a feature back in the early summer of 1756 on this precise spot 
(Burton, et al. 1756). It is not clear if it that initiative was ever constructed at that time. If so, the 1757 redoubt 
on the hill may have utilized an existing structure. The center portion of the fortified camp is the likely location 
of Colonel George Monro's marque, as he spent the siege watching the events from this vantage point (Bellico 
2010:113). The camp totaled over 1,700 people including sailors, carpenters, sutlers and women and children 
(Bellico 2010:113). 

Historical maps of the English provide some agreement on the shape, size, and disposition of the cannons 
within the fort. However, French maps depict the camp in a very different manner (Figures 11-16). As these 
cannot be rectified, we present both general shapes in the GIS data, and present a sequence of English map 
and then the French equivalents (Figures 3 and 12). 

The French described the retrenchment as: 

Separated from the fort by a great marsh, situated on an advantageous height that commanded 
the fort, it was also bordered by a marsh on the east. The entrenchments were made of tree 
trunks laid atop each other. The small embrasures and many salient angles were fitted with 
artillery. The whole could easily be surrounded, the enemy numbered about 2,400 in both the 
fort and entrenchments. (Gabriel 1887:87) 

After the surrender of Fort \Villiam Henry on August 9, the English troops began to evacuate the entrenchment 
and return to Fort Edward. The "massacre" after the battle likely started when French Native allies began 
pillaging the camp before all the soldiers (particularly the sick and wounded) had the opportunity to leave the 
camp. The pillage of material and harassing (and killing and capturing) of men, women, and children continued 
along the military road south of the camp (Steele 1990). 

Once the French cleared the camp, the cannons were plundered along with the ammunitions and stores. It is 
likely that the fortified walls were also toppled and burned. 

When the English army returned to Lake George in the summer of 1758 and again in 1759, a new, larger 
fortified encampment was created that enveloped both the Johnson camp and later Young's Retrenchment. 
The center higher ground where the redoubt and cannons were mounted at the center of the camp became the 
approximate location of the southwest bastion of the planned Fort George. The construction of the fort 
bastion in 17 59 likely removed all the vestiges of the southern portions of the Young Retrenchment. According 
to Archelaus Fuller, on August 13, 1758, "we tared their & was ordered to work up pone the hill where the old 
bres work was to level it in order to build a for" (Fort Ti Bulletin 1970:11). \"Vhile workers were excavating for 
the fort they happened upon several burials, which they attributed to the 1757 fight. Robert \Vebster wrote on 
July 3, 1759 "as our men work at the Fort they dug up seven men's bones that were killed in the siege at Lake 
George in the year 1757" (Fort Ti Bulletin 1954:316). 

The area after 17 60 remained relatively undeveloped, and by the early 20th century, the entire retrenchment was 
part of the State Park, as it remains today. 

The archeological signature of the camp includes earthen and stone walls, as records indicated that the camp 
was fortified with logs and stones. Gabriel wrote that "the entrenchments were made of tree trunks laid atop 
each other." Also, historic maps suggest as many as two buildings were located within the camp. Camp fires, 
cooking features, magazines, storehouse, huts and other appurtenances may have also left an archeological 
signature within the fortified camp. Furthermore, it is possible that other burials may remain at thi 
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KOCOA: Young's Retrenchment occupied Kry Terrain along the high ground to the southwest of Fort William 
Henry. Lt. Col. George Monro was not at Fort William Henry during the siege, instead opting to spend the 
siege watching the events from this opportune vantage point. This high elevation was a key Observation point 
for Monro and his troops, who had a Field oJFire (including approximately six cannons) covering the fort to the 
northeast, and in turn had covering fire from the larger cannons within the fort. The Retrenchment did not 
benefit from topographical Cover or Concealment, as it was situated atop a high slope. The nearby Lake George, 
East and West Brooks, and swamps provided Obstacles to enemy troops, blocking off the east side of the fort 
(west of the Retrenchment) and the east side of the Retrenchment to approaching French troops. The fortified 
encampment was also placed along the high ground southwest of the fort as additional pro tective measure 
(Obstacle) against attack. The fortified lines featured as many as 6 sally-ports, or protective entrances. These 
provided Avenues of Approach to and from the Retrenchment. The English used the eastern sally ports to engage 
the French in a skirmish on August 7 against a redoubt placed east of the camp. 

Integrity: Good~ Medium D Poor D None D Unknown D 

Archeological Potential: The archeological potential is considered to be medium. The reduced potential is 
partially due to the destruction of the camp by the French in 1757, and the subsequent leveling of the fortified 
lines by the English in advance of construction for the later 1758 and 1759 encampments, and building of Fort 
George. Small portions of the former fortified lines, evidence of building foundations , magazines and stores, 
latrines, cooking features, and burials are still likely. The shallow ditch and berm along much of the east side 
of the hill within the State Park correspond very well to lines for the entrenched camp shown on French maps 
drawn after the siege. But this may also be associated later encampments. 

Current Ownership, Use and Threats to Resource: The resource is currently located on State Park land. 
Currently, there are no known threats to the resource. 

Figure 1. An orthoimage of Young ·s Entrenchment. French and English maps depict the shape of the entrenchment 
drastically differently. The yellow image is the configuration based on French maps, while the white 
image is the configuration based on English maps. 
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Figure 2. "Young's Retrenchment on a Hill" is labelled on this 1757 map [Montresor 1757a). 
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Figure 3. A sketch of the retrenchment, from Col. James Montresor's journal [Montresor 1757bl. 
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Figure 4. An orthoimage of the approximate configuration and location of the retrenchment, based on English maps. 
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Figure 5. Abercrombie's 1757 Plan of Fort William Henry, depicting the Retrenchment ["lntrenchment"J, feature "B," 
in the English style [Abercrombie 1757b] . 
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Figure 6. "P." is defined as "The English Retrenchment" (Rocque 1757]. 

Figure 7. "B" is described as "The Retrenched Camp of the English" (Frye 1757). 
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Figure 8. In the map's "Explanation," B is described as "the English Retranchment'' [Pfister 1757). 
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Figure 9. Detail of the field pieces in the encampment [Pfister 1757). 
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Figure 10. ""The Retrenchment,"" depicted in the English style on a 1757 map (Abercrombie 1757a). The shading 
surrounding the structure is indicative of its location atop a hill, as described by Montresor. 

Figure 11 . The configuration of Young 's Retrenchment as depicted on French maps. 
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Figure 12. French depiction of Young·s Retrenchment, with topographic lines illustrating the slope of the hill 
(Crevecoeur 17571. The wharfs of Montcalm"s landing and the magazine are also visible in the lower right corner of 
this image. 

Figure 13. In this English depiction of Young·s Retrenchment, "F" is referred to as ""The English Encampment during 
the Siege" [Anonymous 17571. It appears the map is based on French plans as the retracement more closely follows 
the shapes of the Argenson and Therbu maps. Note the two cannons in the works at the center of the camµ.---
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Figure 14. The configuration of Young's Retrenchment as depicted on the Argenson map [Argenson 1757). 
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Figure 15. French map, with detail, depicting 
their interpretation of Young's Retrenchment 
on the hill [Argenson 17571. Note the two 
buildings within the camps [yellow square]. 
the sally ports [red triangles I, and the 
different disposition of the cannons [red 
circles) from the English maps. 
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Figure 16. French depiction of a "retrenchment" camp, which the English were occupying during the arrival of the 
French [Therbu 1757). 

Figure 17. After the demolition of the fort and entrenchment in 1757, the English re-occupied the area with a larger 
army and a new, expanded fortified encampment [Anonymous 1759). 
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Figure 18. Young's entrenchment was largely spared from later 19th and 20th -century development. The sole 
exception is the railroad line, likely just outside of the camp to the east (blue line) (Arnold 1891). 
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Resource ID/Name: 1757-9 French Positions after the Siege (East of West Brook) 

Resource Type: ....,E'-'n=ca,,,m=p::,m=e=n=t=s ___________ __________________ _ 

Resource Date: August 9 to August 15, 1757 

Historic Context: After the si.x days of siege, the English in Fort William Henry and the retrenchment 
surrendered to Major General Louis-Joseph de Montcalm's forces . By 2 o'clock that afternoon, the French 
forces moved to surround the fort and camp. Levis and his forces, including the brigade of La Reine and four 
militia divisions, were placed along the military road (near their original camp on August 3)(Figure 1). In 
addition, the Native allies occupied a position to the east of the military road. This later proved problematic as 
a small number of Natives looked to pillage the retrenchment before its evacuation. A detachment of French 
guards were posted at the "gates" of the fort and camp ostensibly to help protect the surrendering troops (de 
Maures comte de Malartic 1890:144; Steele 1990:113). 

On August 8, the English army was to march back to Fort Edward, but plans went awry when that day became 
the "massacre." That same day brigades of La Sarre and Royal Roussillon decamped from their previous 
position at noon, and established new camps "on the terrace to the left of the Fort" while the troops of St. 
Ours remained behind to protect the bateaux at the lake, and the troops of Gaspe were sent to the gardens near 
the fort (de Maures comte de Malartic 1890:146). 

The French forces east of West Book were primarily engaged in escorting the English troops back to Fort 
Edward and providing surveillance along the military road. Those to the west of West Brook were ordered to 
retrieve the artillery from the fort and camp, and to begin the process of razing the fort and camp, and 
destroying useful materiel they could not transport. The artillery and some of the food stores were taken by 
the French and loaded on bateaux for Fort Carillon. The process lasted until August 14 (de Maures comte de 
Malartic 1890:148). 

By the 151\ all of the casements were filled, all the buildings burned or destroyed, the ramparts pulled down, 
and all the fortifications demolished (Gabriel 1887:97). Over the course of the six days following the siege, the 
French trickled back to Fort Carillon, by the 15th the last 1,500 troops embarked to return northwards (Steele 
1990:128-130). 

The archeological signature includes temporary hut dwellings, camp fires, and artifact scatters. In general the 
signature is considered very light, as the troops only stayed at the site for one day. 

KOCOA: According to the Argenson and Therbu maps (Figures 2 and 3), the final French encampments were 
situated just outside of the fort and retrenchments (Key Terrain) along several local roadways, and most 
importantly the military road to Fort Edward (Avenues of Approach and Retreat). These positions both helped to 
monitor movements (Observation), but also to protect the French from surprise attacks. 

Integrity: Good □ Medium IZI Poor D None D Unknown D 

Archeological Potential: The archeological potential is moderate. There was some disturbance from the later 
Abercromby camp on 1758, especially associated with the construction of a large breastwork around the camp 
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(Figure 4). In general there have been relatively few later 19th and 20th-century disturbances, especially since a 
portion of the resource area is within the state park. (Figure 5) 

Current Ownership, Use and Threats to Resource: The eastern flank of the last position of the French 
army, occupied by the Native allies and militia, lies partially within the state park, and a large private parcel 
(totaling almost 9 acres) to the south. It may also include a number of smaller, private parcels along Garrison 
Lane. The western flank of infantry and marines may also be within the camp ground of the state park and 
within several commercial properties that front along Route 9 (Photos 1 and 2). 

Figure 1. An orthoimage of the French encampment after the siege from about August 6 to August 12. 
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Photo 1 A view west in the state camp ground, the likely location of the French Infantry encampment between August 
9 and August 15. 

_, >T''SZlrlL 

Photo 2 The militia and Native camps between August 9 and 15, 1757 may have been located near the southern 
boundary of the state park between the rail trail and Fort George Road. This photograph depicts a view west along the 
property line. The private property to the south is not fully developed. 
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Military Road 

--- ---.- --

Figure 2. The Argenson map of 1757 provides the greatest detail concerning the disposition of French troops after the 
siege between August 9 and 15, 1757. Note how the troops were encamped along the local road systems (yellow] 
(Argenson 17571. 
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Figure 3. The Therbu map is more schematic in nature, and depicts the last French encampments as "K"= their position 
after the siege during the demolition of the retrenchments made by the English ITherbu 17571. 

·' 

, 

.. . , . ' 

Figure 4. The eastern portion of the French army's last position, outlined in red, likely partially overlapped with the 
larger fortified encampments of the English during the summers of 1758 and 1759 (Anonymous 17581. 
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Figure 5. In general, there were few 19th and 20th-century developments in the vicinity of the resource area, as 
evidenced on this 1955 map (State of New York- Department of Public Works 1953-6). 
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Resource ID/Name: 1758-11 Enlarged English Entrenchment 

Resource Type: Fortified Encampment 

Resource Date: June 1758-0ctober 1758, reoccupied in summer 1759 (but not fortified) 

Historic Context: 

After the disastrous loss of Fort William Henry the summer before, renewed interest was placed on the New 
York frontier by English commanders. A new, massive offense against the French was drafted for the summer 
of 1758 to be led by General James Abercromby. He would lead "the largest military expedition assembled to 
date in North America (Bellico 1995:91). 

At his disposal were over 6,300 Regular and an additional 9,000 Provincial Troops, not including artificers, 
sutlers, soldiers' families, and other camp followers (Figures 1-4). In all, there were likely well over 17,000 
people assembled at the southern end of Lake George between June 1758 to October 1758, except for a brief 
period during the failed expedition to Ticonderoga between July 6 and July 9 (Table 1 ). 

In the period leading up to the disembarkation of the flotilla to Ticonderoga, minimal effort was expended on 
fortifications, permanent buildings or defensive features, as the General envisioned the head of Lake George 
as a temporary launching site. Some of the first regiments to reach Lake George were the 42nd, 44th, 55th, and 
New Jersey regiment of Provincial troops, who arrived about June 19, 1758 (McCulloch 2006:87). However, 
these initial Regiments were able to erect two picqueted Forts or Garisons and a Hospetle" by July 4, 17 58 (Rea 
and Ray 1881:24). The forts are most likely the Advanced Guards on the West (1758.1) and East sides of the 
lake (1758.2), and the hospital was likely part of the later stockaded post (1758.13). Nester suggests these were 
started by Lord Howe on or about June 19, 1758 (Nester 2008:101). During the expedition, a small detachment 
of 500 men remained behind where "Generl' Johnson had his fight" (Thompson 1868:549) 

Once the army returned back to southern Lake George from Ticonderoga, the General and his commanders 
realized the vulnerability of the standing army and ordered preparations for protection and long-term 
occupation (Table 2). Without the chief Engineer Lt. Matthew Clerk, who fell at Ticonderoga, the task fell Lt. 
Col. William Eyre and his corps of engineers (New York Gazette 1758). 

The encampment began to take shape (as rendered on maps from 1758) also immediately after the withdrawal 
from Ticonderoga, between July 9 and July 15 (Figures 5-7). In the aftermath of the failed assault, a large 
detachment under Colonel John Bradstreet (and about 3,000 men) left Lake George to Fort Frontenac on Lake 
Ontario. However, by and large the remainder of the army stayed in Lake George for the duration of the 
summer and fall of 1758, making many improvements and alterations to the landscape. On July 14, 1758 
Abercromby ordered Colonel Bradstreet to march westward with Col John Williams and Col. Doty, and their 
Massachusetts provincials, along with the New Yorkers (DeLancey), New Jersey 0ohnson), and the Rhode 
Island troops (Babcock), about 3,100 in all (Nester 2008:168). 
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Despite the detachments and the loss of men to disepase, desertion, and occasional French ambushes, 
Abercromby's army was about 8,300 strong at Lake George, as late at October 6, 17 58 (Nester 2008: 192). 
Amherst toured the camp on October 5, after his successful expedition to Louisburg (Nester 2008:194) 

Table 1 Re giments within the English Encampment in the summer of 1758* 
Camp segment Regiments Commander Notes* 
Northern (rear) Massachusetts Prov. Col. Williams -June 27 

Massachusetts Prov. Col. Preble -June 27 
2nd Connecticut Prov. Col. Whitinq -July 1 

Western (right wing) Massachusetts Prov. Col. Bayley -July 1 
27th (lnniskillin g) Lt. Col Massey Arrived June 20 

Southwest [right front! 4th Battalion 60 th Royal Col. Haldiman Arrived June 17 
Americans 
1st Battalion 60 th Royal Gen. Abercromby Arrived June 17 
Americans 
44th Regiment of Foot Gen. Abercromby Arrived June 19 
55th Regiment of Foot Lord Howe/John Prideaux Arrived June 19 
46th Regiment of Foot! Lt. General Thomas Murray Arrived June 20 
42 nd [Highland) Regiment of Gen. Lord John Murray Arrived June 17 
Foot 

Southeast [left front) New Ham pshire Prov. Col. Hart -July 1 

4th Connecticut Prov. Col. Wooster Arrived July 1 
1st Connecticut Prov. Col. Lyman -July 1 

Massachusetts Prov. Col. Nichols not mapped, Detachment 
arrived July 3, returned 
to Halfway Brook July 14, 
Full Regiment returned 
Julv 26 

*Based on (Nester 2008) 

Table 2 Other facilities within the English Encampment in the summer of 1758 
Encampment Facility Camp location Notes 
Storehouse/Provisions Central-Northeast Near Military Road 
Artille ry Park Central-Northwest Near Military Road 
Headquarters (Marquis) Central-Southwest Alon g modern Canada Street 

1758: Troop Camps 

Huts, houses, and stores 

After the retune from Ticonderoga, the troops of Abercromby's army started the process of a long-term 
encampment. This included the construction of various features such as huts ( or some troops, while tent sites 
for others), houses (primarily for officers) and stores (for sutlers and colonial equipment). In addition, the 
troops built ovens, outdoor kitchen, and necessaries (outhouses). A sample of the various features erected 
within the enlarged camp, as discussed by the troops stationed at the lake, is presented in chronological order 
below. 

• July 12 "I went to building a cook place for us" --in camp at "fort \Villiam Henry "(Sweat 1758). 

• July 13 " ... they had ten men taken from every company for to clear the ground for our encampment 
and it was cleared this night" (Meech and Meech 1911 :396). 

2 
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• July 17 " ... cutting up ye Stumps where our Regmt moved from, their method to dig round ye Stumps 
with Mathooks cutting out ye Side Roots, then fastening to it a Teele 15 or 20 Men would hawl it up 
or break it off some depth underground, thus forty Men cleared off about Twenty Stumps a Day, 
making all smooth" (Rea and Ray 1881:33). 

• July 24 "our sutler was com up. I went to work to mak a hous for him to [put] his stors in. (Fort Ti 
Bulletin 1970a:17). 

• August 30 "our colonel sold his house & employs 30 men to Build him another" (Sweat 1758). 

• September 1 "I went to hewing timber for our house" (Sweat 1758). 

• September 3 " ... we moved into our house" (Sweat 17 58). 

• September 3 "no huts or Houses to be built in the streets of the Regts Encampment, nor near the 
Breast work so as to interrupt Communication. Those already built to be pull'd down (Fort Ti Bulletin 
19706:98). 

• September 4 "The colonel of the Day to ... go round the Encampment to see all Huts demolish'd that 
any way obstruct the Communication with the Breast \Vork, the ditch to be widen'd & Breast Work to 
be kept in Repair, as the Commanding officers will be answerable" (Fort Ti Bulletin 19706:99). 

• October 22 "tore down the Magazine and Hospital" (Rea and Ray 1881:69). 

• October 22" they knocked down the barracks within the new Picket Fort" (Thompson 1868:557) 

• October 25 "we tore the store house Down and Cut all the Pickets and all the houses Down that there 
was at Lake George" (Noyes 1909). 

• October 25 " ... guard house and ye Stone House [storehouse], Hospital, and a vast number of huts and 
rubbish destroyed and burnt" (Bellico 2010:178). 

• Between October 24 and 25 the army leaves Lake George (Rea and Ray 1881:70). 

Artillery, Headquarters, Storehouse 

Llttle is known about the artillery park in 17 58. Here, the unused cannons were stored, along with the cannons 
and hoists to be used to place the cannon on the various boats and ships under construction in the lake. The 
park was likely under the command of William Eyre. On September 3, 1758, "a working party of 100 Regulars 
& 200 Provincials with a Proportion of officers to parade tomorrow morning at 7 o'clock on the road near the 
Artillery encampment & follow Lt. Coll. Eyer's Directions" (Fort Ti Bulletin 19706:98). The park was centrally 
located within the camp to afford it maximum security and protection in case of attack by the enemy. 

Similarity, little is understood about the marquis of Abercromby. It was located west of the Military Road, 
likely very near modern Canada Street on a flat plateau. Around the General's tent were likely numerous other 
large tents of high ranking officers, aides, and support staff. 

At least one storehouse, built to protect the army's provisions and materiel, was erected east of the Military 
Road in the central portion of the camp. Based on the historical maps, it appears to have been built on the 
rising ground near the southwest bastion of Fort George (erected the following year). 

Entrenchments 

The most prominent feature of the English Encampment was the entrenched lines which where constructed 
around the whole. These were not stared until after the failed expedition. The entrenchment appears to have 
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consisted of a mixture of earthworks (of soil and stone), palisades or wooden pickets, fascines, and an exterior 
ditch (and possibly interior ditch). 

Initially, a fort was considered to replace Fort William Henry. On July 12, the troops began to "level an 
Emancance which was Sharp, uneven & Rocky, to Build a Fort theron, also demlshed the French Lines cast up 
against Fort William Henry last year" (Rea and Ray 1881:20).However, by July*** the plans for the fort were 
"laid by" 

The entrenchments were largely static throughout the summer, until September 1 when fear of enemy attacks 
hit the encampment (Meech and Meech 1911 :403), likely associated with a French raid led by Captain Joseph 
Marin in late August (Nester 2008:189). About that time, various improvements and alterations were made to 
the lines (many of these are not documented on maps with a few small exceptions). 

The various accounts of the construction, improvements, and demolition of the entrenchments are presented 
below. 

• July 13 " ... our Regmt placed on ye Right Wing was ordered to cast up Entrenchment, against ye Swamp 
which runs down upon ye middle of ye Lake which would complete a Breastwork around ye whole Camp 
Save on ye Rear where ye Lake secured us" (Sweat 1758:33). 

• July 18 "the Brest work continue budind [building]" (Fort Ti Bulletin 1970a:17). 

• July 18 "I went to work in the breastwork" (Sweat 1758). 

• July 18 " ... Breastworks well nigh finished, the artillery brought into the center of ye Encampment" and 
"now ye Camp appears under Some cituation of Defense"(Rea and Ray 1881:34). 

• July 19 " ... we finished our breastwork" (Sweat 1758). 

• July 19 "A Breastwork was now on ye Rear of ye lncampment which would completely Surround ye Whole. 
The whole work was built either with Stone, Timber, or Fascine Baskets and an Entrenchment cast up on 
ye outside and a little Ditch within to secure our loading" (Rea and Ray 1881:34). 

• July 26 " ... some lines are now forming round our Camp" (New York Gazette 17 58). 

• August 9 " ... trees cut down in Front of lines, are not to be burned nor us'd in any shape" fire wood to 
come from nearby swamps (Fort Ti Bulletin 1970b:89). 

• August 11 " ... had a general muster to see it man the breastwork" (Sweat 1758). 

• August 12 " ... the whole Army to keep their Breast work in good order & to widen & keep the ditch clean" 
(Fort Ti Bulletin 19706:91). 

• August 21, "The Tents of the whole Army to be struck at least once a Week & the Ground air'd, when 
the weather will permit" (Fort Ti Bulletin 19706:93). 

• September 2 " ... there came the order for one man from each company for to go with all speed to trenching 
and building a breastwork" (Meech and Meech 1911:403). 

• September 4 "our men went to hauling cannons round to the breastwork for we looked for a quantity of 
French and Indians upon us" (Sweat 1758). 
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• September 4 "this morning several of the canon was carried to the breast work where the most danger was. 
And some digging a trench and building breastwork by the west corner of the lake" (Meech and Meech 
1911:403). 

• September 5 "This day they began to build a battery and for to clear a swamp that was near the breastwork 
on the east side"" (Meech and Meech 1911:403). 

• September 6 "This day they went to building the breast work stronger and one log higher for to fire under, 
for there was great talk of the enemy's coming upon us" (Meech and Meech 1911:403). 

• September 7 "This day the regiment was all under arms for to man the works"(Meech and Meech 
1911:403). 

• September 12 "there was strong talk of going on again our men are now a building batterys within our 
breastwork." (Sweat 1758). 

• September 12 "the building of the brest Work upon the Rockey hill still continues" (Comstock 1758-
1759:7). 

By October 1758, Abercromby was relieved of duty and replaced with General Jeffery Amherst. Amherst 
visited Lake George on October 5, and thus began the plans for a new expedition to e conducted the following 
year. Between the 16th and 25th Abercromby ordered all the boats sunk, and cannons and various stores buried 
for future use, and all that could not be moved to be destroyed as to deprive the enemy anything of defensive 
value during the winter and spring of 1759 (Nester 2008:196). 

1759 Encampment 

By June 22, 1759 Amherst and an army of over 10,000 arrived in Lake George to begin the launching of a new 
offensive (Table 3). The troops largely re-occupied the same camps as the previous summer and fall. Instead 
of investing time and energy in entrenchments, however, Amherst directed the construction of a new fort (Fort 
George), to be built under Montresor (Figures 8 and 9). 

Table 3 Regiments within the English Encampment in the summer of 1759 
Camp segment Regiments Commander Notes* 
Northern [rear] Connecticut Prov. Col. Fitch 

Connecticut Prov. Col. Whiting 
Western [right wing] Rhode Island Prov. Col. Babcock 

New Hampshire Prov. Col. Lovell 
Massachusetts Prov. Col. Willard 

Southwest [right front] 60th Royal Regiment Gen. Amherst Col. Haldiman 
55th Regiment of Foot Gen. John Prideaux 
27th [lnniskillling} Regiment of Lt. Gen. Blakeney 
Foot 
17th Reqiment of Foot Maj. Gen. Monckton Labeled Late Forbes 
42nd [Highland] Regiment of Capt. John Campbell Labeled Royal 
Foot Highlanders 

77 th (Montgomerie's Col. Montgomerie 
Highlanders] Regiment of Foot 

Southeast (left front} New Jersey Col. Schuyler 
Connecticut Prov. Col. Lyman 
Connecticut Prov. Col. Wooster 

Col Ruggles and 2nd Battalion of the Massachusetts was positioned just west of the old camp, near the Advanced 
Guard post -

~ 
NATJONA 

5 PARK 
SERVICE ~, ...... ·-.,~ 

,i. ...... 
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According to the orders of Amherst, on June 22, 1759 the Regiments were "to make their Necessary Houses 
in the front of their Incampments" (\Vilson and O'Callaghan 1857 :41 ). Amherst also laid out a market for the 
troop, as directed by L. Colonel Robison in the rear of the Late Forbes regiment (W'ilson and O'Callaghan 
1857:41), likely along the Military Road in the center of the camp. The artillery park was moved to the northwest 
corner of the camp near the former stockade post. Further, the Headquarters was re-positioned slightly west 
of that of Abercromby, almost directly behind the center of the Regular Regiments on the southwest flank. 

The army said at the head of Lake George for about one month. On July 21, 1750 Amherst launched his great 
fleet and the army sailed and rowed northward. A small detachment stayed behind to continue work on the 
fort, but by and large the large English camp was effectively abandoned on July 21 (Bellico 2010:190-191). 

There was likely occupation of the encampment during the Revolutionary War, but there are no maps to detail 
the arrangement of the features. The area remained relatively undeveloped in the 19th century (Figures 10-12). 
By the 20th century the State Park was created and many commercial and residential parcels were developed 
around its perimeter, likely disturbing or destroying the archeological signature in these areas (Figure 13) .. 

Integrity: Good D Medium IZI Poor D None D Unknown D 

Archeological Potential: The archeological signature of the camp various greatly. The entrenchment are the 
most archeologically extensive and visible of all the features. Huts, house, necessaries, and camp kitchens likely 
also have a distinct, but dispersed, archeological signature. Artifacts scatters associated with the troops, sutlers, 
and others are also likely. As rubbish was periodically gathered and burned, distinct features or concentrations 
these artifact deposits might also be possible. The overlap of 1758 and 1759 encampments will likely make it 
difficult to discern archeological features and deposits to specific Regiments and/ or dates. 

The archeological integrity of the encampment varies greatly due to later development and disturbances. The 
areas immediately around Canada Street (Re. 9) are the last likely to have intact deposits and features. Similarly, 
the lower portion of Birch Street has been severely impacted. As is the area at the western extent of the camp 
along Gage Road and the Evergreen Cemetery. 

Current Ownership, Use and Threats to Resource: There more than four dozen private parcels within the 
English Encampment. The State campgrounds and parklands are the largest, open parcels in public hands. 
The Town of Lake Gorge owns a parcel at the far western end of the encampment, today the location of the 
Town Garage. This areas has been heavily filled and disturbed and not likely to contain intact archeological 
deposits. 

In general, this resource is threatened by additional residential and commercial development, due to its 
proximity to the commercial heart of Lake George village and the main thoroughfare (Rte 9) through the town 
and village. 
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Figure 1. An orthoimage of the enlarged English Encampment in the summer of 1758. 
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Figure 3 An orthoimage detail of the northern section of the enlarged English Encampment in the summer of 1758. 

- . 
Figure 4 An orthoimage detail of the southern portion of the enlarged English Encampment in the summer of 1758. 
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Figure 5. Included on the plan within the encampment are the: Al headquarters (General's marquis); Bl artillery 
park; and Cl storehouse. The main English Enlarged Encampment with fortified lines as documented by Ratzer in the 
fall of 1758 (Ratzer 1758). 
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Figure 6. The main English Enlarged Encampment with fortified lines as documented ibn 1758, here the various 
regiments are clearly labeled (Germain 1758). 
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Figure 7 The Frazer map is simialr to the above, however the artilley park and headquarters are labeled but not 
drawn (Frazer 1758). 
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Figure 8 A detail of the 1759 encampment, after the Abercromby lines had been removed, and were never rebuilt 
[Anonymous 17591. 
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Figure 9. During the Amherst occupation the former fortified lines were never rebuilt, although the regiments largely 
re-occupied the same camps as the previous year Here G= "Old Lines made by the Army under General 
Abercrombie (sicl"and a small redoubt, perhaps built in the fall of 1758 during a scare of French attack is also 
outlined (Ratzer 1759). 
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Figure 10 In the mid-19th century, little development had taken place with in the former encampment, except for 
several roads and a few farmhouses to the very south (Chace 18581. 

13 



Fort George Documentation, Resource Inventory Form -1758-11 Enlarged English Entrenchment 
ABPP Grant GA-2287-16-005, Town and Village of Lake George, Warren County, New York 

' ' ;j 

Figure 11 In the third quarter of the 1910 century, addit ional development had occurred within the fo rmer camp, but 
overall the impacts were fairly minimal [Beers 1876). 

14 



Fort George Documentation, Resource Inventory Form-1758-11 Enlarged English Entrenchment 
ABPP Grant GA-2287-16-005, Town and Yillage of Lake George, Warren County, New York 

Figure 12 By the late 19th century, the English Enlarged Encampment had been divide into 10, or so, distinct parcels. But, development within the former camp was 
still relatively limited to several farmhouses and portions of three roads [Arnold 1891). 
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Figure 13 By the mid-20th century, more intensive residential and commercial development was taking place within the Enlarged English Encampment. Of note is the 
realignment and widening of Route 9, and the development along Birch Avenue and Stanton Road (State of New York- Department of Public Works 1953-6). 

16 



Fort George Documentation, Resource Inventory Form - 1758-11 Enlarged English Entrenchment 
ABPP Grant GA-2287-16-005, Town and Village of Lake George, Warren County, New York 

Documentary Sources: 

Anonymous 
1759 

Arnold, D.M. 
1891 

Plan rf the Encampment at Like George the 27th Juin 1759. Llkley drawn by Bennard Ratzer. 
Map available from the Norman B. Leventhal Map Center, Boston Public Library, 
IAMS_ VU2:IAMS040-0019997 44. 

Map Sh01ving land sub-divided in 1810 try Garret Clute and George Webster and ca[i!fj [GarnJ]on 
Ground, (in co!orJ) and re-survryed (in part) try me, the remainder isfrom original .filed notes. New York 
State Archives, Digital Collections, Digital representation of a map in the Warren County 
Records Center and Archives, Office of the County Clerk. Maps - Miscellaneous, map book 
3. 

Beers, F. W. & Co. 
1876 The Wamn Coun"t)IAt!as of 1876. 

Bellico, Russell P. 
1995 Chronicles rf Like George: Journrys in War and Peace. 1st ed. Purple Mountain Press, 

Fleischmanns, NY. 

2010 

Chace,]. 
1858 

Empires in the Mountains: French and Indian JV"ar Campaigns and Forts in the Lake Champlain, Like 
George, and Hudson river Corridor. Purple Mountain Press, Fleischmanns, NY. 

Map rfWarren Counry. Balch, E. A., Philadelphia. 

Comstock, Christopher 
1758-1759 Jounral of Christopher Comstock rf Chatham, Kept while Serving in the French and Indian IV"ar, 1758-

1759. Connecticut Historical Society, Hartford, Ct. 

Fort Ti Bulletin 
1970a 

19706 

Frazer, Andrew 

The Journal of Archelaus Fuller, May -Nov. 1758. The Bulletin rf the Fort Ticonderoga Museum 
XIII(l):5-18. 

Monypenny Orderly Book. The Bu!etin rf the Fort Ticonderoga Museum XII(6):89-113. 

1758 A Map rf the retrenched Camp at Like George in 1758, N.B. Al/the Regiments unnumber'd were 
Provincials Map available from the Thompson-Pell Research Center, Fort Ticonderoga. 

Germain, George 
17 58 Plan of the Encampment Intrenchment with theier [sic} Environs at Like George. Likely drawn by 

Bermard Ratzer. Map available from the William L. Clements Library, Record/004671754. 

McCulloch, Ian M. 
2006 Sons rf the Mountains: The Highland Regiments in the French and Indian War, 1756-1767. Purple 

Mountain Press, Fleischmanns, NY. 

Meech, Susan S. and Susan.B. Meech 
1911 Histot:;' of the Descendants rf Peter Spicer: A Landholder in New London, Connecticut, as Earf ~rm-..,, 

F.M. Gilson, Boston. 

17 



Fort George Documentation, Resource Inventory Form -1758-11 Enlarged English Entrenchment 
ABPP Grant GA-2287-16-005, Town and Village of Lake George, Warren County, New York 

Nester, William R. 
2008 The Epic Battlesfor Ticonderoga, 1158. State University of New York Press, Albany. 

New York Gazette 
1758 14 August, Extract of a Letter from Lake George, July 26th. 

Noyes,John 
1909 

Ratzer, Bernard 
1758 

1759 

Journal of John Noyes of Newbury in the Expedition against Ticonderoga, 1758. In The 
Essex Institute Histon'cal Collections vol. XL V. Essex Institute, Salem. 

Plan of the Encampment Intrenchment with thier Environs at Lake George. Likely drawn by Bernard 
Ratzer. Map available from the British Library, Call Number, MS 57712.3. 

Plan of the Encampment at Lake George the 22th Juin 1159. Map available from the British 
Library, Call Number MS 57712.4. 

Rea, Caleb and F.M. Ray 
1881 The Journal of Dr. Caleb Rea, Written Dt1ring the Expedition Against Ticonderoga in 1158. F.M. Ray, 

Salem, Mass .. 

State of New York- Department of Public \Vorks 
19 53-6 Albatry-Candian Border (I-81), Warren County Area, Series Nos. 16, 38A, and 22. On file at 

NYSDOT Headquarters, Albany, NY. . 

Sweat, Captain William 
1758 [Diary and Account book], R. Stanton Avery Special Collections, MSS A 1104, French and 

Indian Wars Manuscripts (NEHGS). 

Thompson, Samuel 
1868 Appendix, No IX; Diary of Lieut. Samuel Thompson of \Vo burn, A Soldier of the French 

and Indian War, during the Year 1758. In The History of Woburn, Middlesex County, Mass., 
edited by S. Sewall, pp. 547-558. Wiggin and Lunt, Boston. 

Wilson, Commissary and E.B. O'Callaghan 
185 7 Commissary Wilson's Order/y Book: Expedition of the British and Provincial Army, Under Mqj. Gen. 

Jeffery Amherst, Against Ticonderoga and Crown Point, 1759. J. Munsell, Albany, NY. 

18 



ABPP Fort George Documentation 

0 2017-2018 
~ Resource Inventory Form 

ABPP Grant GA-2287-16-005 
Town and Village of Lake George, Warren County, New York 

Resource ID/Name: 1758-12 Stockaded Post & Hospital 

Resource Type: ~F~o=r=tl=·fi=c=a=ti=o=n~------------------------------

Resource Date: Julv 1758-October 1758 

Historic Context: 

The stockaded post and hospital were situated at the very southern end of the escarpment immediately south 
of Lake George (Figure 1), re-occupying the land once used by William Johnson's army in 1755 and Colonel 
Young's detachment in 1757. The stockaded post and hospital were located at the "head" of General 
Abercromby and General Sir Jeffrey Amherst's large encampment in 1758 and 1759. An iteration of the post 
continued through the Revolutionary war. 

After the disastrous loss of Fort William Henry the summer before, renewed interest was placed on the New 
York frontier by English commanders. A new, massive offense against the French was drafted for the summer 
of 1758 to be led by General James Abercromby. He would lead "the largest military expedition assembled to 
date in North America" (Bellico 1995:91). 

At his disposal were over 6,300 Regular and an additional 9,000 Provincial Troops, not including artificers, 
sutlers, soldiers' families, and other camp followers. In all, there were likely well over 17,000 people assembled 
at the southern end of Lake George between June 1758 to October 1758, except for a brief period during the 
failed expedition to Ticonderoga between July 6 and July 9. 

In the period leading up to the disembarkation of the flotilla to Ticonderoga, minimal effort was expended on 
fortifications, permanent buildings or defensive features, as the General envisioned the head of Lake George 
as a temporary launching site. Some of the first regiments to reach Lake George were the 42nd, 44t11, 55t1,, and 
New Jersey regiment of Provincial troops, who arrived about June 19, 1758 (McCulloch 2006:87). However, 
these initial Regiments were able to erect "two picqueted Forts or Garisons and a Hospetle" by July 4, 1758 
(Rea and Ray 1881:24). The forts are most likely the Advanced Guards on the lake (1758.1 and 1758.2), and 
the hospital (this resource) was likely part of the later stockaded post (1758.13). Nester suggests these were 
started by Lord Howe on or about June 19, 1758 (Nester 2008:101), but other evidence is contradictory (see 
below). 

A new stockaded post was built by Abercromby, "on the Rising Ground where the entrenched Camp was last 
year [1757]" (Bellico 2010:142-143) (Figure 2). Construction began on the works on June 29, 1758 and was 
largely finished within about a week. The "picketed fort" was likely composed of earthworks, wooden palisades, 
and fascines. The center piece of the post was a large Hospital to take care of the many sick soldiers of the 
army, and to potentially house the wounded from the anticipated expedition (Figures 3 and 4). 

The stockaded post featured four bastions facing largely to the north, west, and east. Its southern extent was 
integrated into the entrenchments of the larger camp. The bastion suggests the fort was completed before the 
larger camp fortification. There is no indication the bastions housed artillery, instead featurin wooden 
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platforms for observation and small arms fire. Within the post was a large L-shaped hospital (previously 
started). A sally port is noted on one of the maps, along the west side of the post leading to the Military Road. 
A second is rendered within the south bastion facing the larger encampment (Figures 3 and 4). 

Observers at the southern end of Lake George recorded the following concerning the post and hospital in 
1758: 

• July 15: " ... talk of building a fort and 4 men to get stuff for to build a hospital" (Bellico 2010:103-
104). 

• July 20: "our duty is very hard now ... some to build hospitals, some for to build breastworks and 
trench, some for to mount quarter guards and some for to mount picket guards" (Bellico 2010:104). 

• July 22: "A large stone House ye Hospital on ye East Stockade finished" (Rea and Ray 1881:36). 

• July 25: "I went to work upon the ospetal (sic) with Lieutenant Book" (Fort Ti Bulletin 1970a:18). 

• July 26: "I worked upon the same ospetal (sic)" (Fort Ti Bulletin 1970a:18). 

• September 6: On alarm Col \Vhiting's Regiment to man the Breastwork near "the Hospital Fort" and 
"the Piquet of the 46th to march down the road & take Post in the Hospital Fort" (Fort Ti Bulletin 
19706:101). 

• September 29: " ... the feteigue of buring Cannons, Iron, Steel, plank and Timber and a beating Down 
of the Long Barrack [likely hospital] in the picket fort" was undertaken (Comstock 1758-1759:8). 

• October 25: " ... guard house and ye Stone House [storehouse], Hospital, and a vast number of huts 
and rubbish destroyed and burnt" (Bellico 2010:178). 

By October 1758, Abercromby was relieved of duty and replaced with General Sir Jeffery Amherst. Amherst 
visited Lake George on October 5, and thus began the plans for a new expedition to be conducted the following 
year. Between the 16th and 25th Abercromby ordered all the boats sunk, and cannons and various stores buried 
for future use, and all that could not be moved to be destroyed as to deprive the enemy anything of defensive 
value during the winter and spring of 1759 (Nester 2008:196). 

In the spring of 1759, Amherst began construction of a new fort (Fort George) as well as a new picket fort and 
hospital (Figure 5). Two buildings were thus placed into the defensive works in 1759, replacing the destroyed 
L-shaped building of 1758 (see Resource 1759-12)(Figure 6 and 7). 

Little additional military activity occurred in the area until the Revolutionary War. In the summer of 1776, 
General Philip Schulyer (head of the Northern American Army) regularly visited the outpost at Lake George 
Here, he oversaw the ferrying of troops north to Ticonderoga where numerous improvements were being made 
to thwart possible British attack. At Fort George, which was of limited defensive use, Schulyer built hospitals 
to take in the sick and wounded from Ticonderoga under the care of Dr. Jonathan Potts (DeCosta 1871:25). 
In 1776, there were at least two hospitals near Fort George including the "west hospital" likely at the site of the 
former Fort William Henry, and a "long hospital" located just east of the bastion (Bellico 2010:260). It is 
unclear if these are the same structures built in 1759, rebuilt over the same foundations, or completely new 
buildings. Regardless, a sizable population of invalid troops then occupied Fort George and its vicinity. In July 
1776, over 1,000 men were convalescing at the southern end of Lake George (DeCosta 1871:28). By the winter, 
however, only a small garrison of less than 400 men remained. 

A general hospital was necessary at Lake George once again in the spring of 1777, to quarantine sick troops 
from the healthy ones at Ticonderoga (Bellico 2012). It was short-lived; as Burgoyne and his large army pushed 
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south it was necessary for the Americans to stage a strategic retreat. General St. Clair ordered the abandonment 
of Ticonderoga on July 6, 1777 and Fort George on July 16 (Bellico 2010:260). According to St. Clair's journal 
Colonel Udney Hay, Quarter-Master General, was stationed in there in 1777 to help evacuate Fort Ticonderoga 
and worked with "a party of Negroes, taken for from the different regiments, as a constant fatigue" likely 
helping to move provisions and stores. Most of these provisions and stores were moved south to Fort Edward 
and Moses Creek. The remainder, along ,vith the lake vessels, were burned (DeCosta 1871:36). 

Unfortunately, there are no maps of southern Lake George that detail the exact arrangement of the post and 
hospitals. The Lt. James Hadden map of 1777 provides some indication of Americans effort to fortify the area 
from the British perspective once Burgoyne reached the area (Figure 8). 

Integrity: GoodlZI Medium D Poor D None D Unknown D 

Archeological Potential: 

David Starbuck conducted a series of excavations at the Lake George Battlefield State Park between 2000 and 
continuing intermittently until 2015. Starbuck based his excavations on the remarkable research of Scott Padeni 
(Padeni 1994) who conducted a fairly extensive surface reconnaissance of the Fort George area for his study at 
Empire State College, as well as his own interim report (Starbuck 1994). 

Starbuck utilized students and volunteers as part of a summer-long field school to conduct the excavations in 
and around the remnants of Fort George. The first year's excavations focused on two large barracks buildings 
that appeared on the Fraser 1758 map associated with General Abercromby's encampment. The northernmost 
building is thought to measure 17 by 67 feet with four-foot thick walls. Among the interesting finds was a brass 
hinge with an inscription "Ahmuty of the" 27th Foot, referring to Lt. Thomas Ahmuty whose regiment camped 
at the lake in 1758 (LaFrank 2011 :7.5). 

The second building to the south measured 19 feet wide by an unknown length. It has been variously 
interpreted as a "Hospital" or soldiers barracks (although it could have been repurposed and served as both). 
A large assemblage of 18th-century artifacts was also collected in addition to mammal and fish bones. A 
regimental button from the British 26th Foot evidences occupation during the 1777 Burgoyne campaign, while 
the remainder of the material is thought to be largely from the French and Indian War (LaFrank 2011:7.6). 

Another structure near the barracks was also investigates that summer. It is thought to be a blacksmith shop, 
where several Brown Bess musket barrels cut into 6 to 8 inch lengths were found. Some have interpreted these 
as a reaction to the 1758 order to shorten the weapons to make them lighter and more adept to fighting in the 
wooded terrain of Lake George. 

As a result of Starbucks excavations, we known that there's a high potential for additional deposits and 
archeological features in4 the area of the stockaded post and hospitals. These deposits however are likely 
palimpsests, or overlapping, with later military occupations and it may be difficult to discern elements of the 
1758 and 1759 campaigns. There were also known improvements to the fort and buildings during the 
Revolutionary War and War of 1812. There were few disturbances to the resource during the remainder of the 
19th and 20th centuries. 

Current Ownership, Use and Threats to Resource: This resource is part of a constitutionally protected 
forest preserve managed by the DEC. It is designated as a park in the law directing the purchase of the first 
parcels of land. The parcel is commonly known as Lake George Battlefield Park. Portions of the former 
military features are still visible at the ground surface and could be readily interpreted. Currently, there is a 
"blue sign" (or State Education historical marker) at the reputed hospital site although the information seems 
to confuse events from 1755 with the larger encampments (Photos 1 and 2). There are no known threats to 
the resource. 
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Figure 1. An orthoimage of the 1758 stockaded post and hospital as outlined in blue, along the northern side of the 
enlarged camp (yellow). 

Photo 1 A view north of the approximate location of the 1758 hospita l and stockade fort within the Ba tt lefield Park. 
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Photo 2 Photo of a historical marker for the repu ted "Hospital" site. However, the sign appears to have the wrong date 
and event associated with it. 

Figure 2. "Stockaded post and Hospital· as rendered in 1758 [Frazer 1758). 
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Figure 3. The L-shaped hospital building is clearly rendered in this 1758 map within the stockaded post, as is a sally 
port in the south bastion [Germain 17581. 

I / / 
I ·' ' 

... 

Figure 4. This maps indicates a second sally port on the west flank of the post [Ratzer 1758]. 
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Figure 5. The stockaded post was destroyed by the English at the end of the 1758 campaign , as indicated on this 1759 
map [Anonymous 1759). 

Figure 6. The 1758 post and hospital was eventually replaced with a new post and two hospital buildings. Here a sally 
port is indicated on the southeast side of the southern bastion (Ratzer 1759). 
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Figure 7. A view of the southern portion of Lake George during 1758. The rebuilt stockaded fort is seen to the right 
[blue arrow). but the hospital is not visible in this view [Skinner 1759). 

.. 
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Figure 8 British Lt. James Hadden's sketch of Lake George in 1777 when Burgoyne's army displaced the American 
forces. The rendering suggests that a portion of the advanced guard near old Fort William Henry was in use and that 
six other structures or features were in place. Those structures near Fort George may have included hospitals 
(Hadden 1777). 
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Figure 9. The resource did not witness later disturbance, as the area was incorporated into a park system managed 
by the DEC [State of New York- Department of Public Works 1953-6). 
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Resource ID/Name: 1759-1 Fort George-Southwest Bastion 

Resource Type: _,F~o=r=u=·fi=tc=a=tt=·o=n~- ----------------------------­

Resource Date: Contemplated in 1758 and built in 1759 intermittently used until about 1814 

Historic Context: 

According to the journal Ebenezer Dibble, on July 2, 1759 "the foundation of fort George Laid this day"(Dibble 
1896:314). The fort was an important component of General Jeffery Amherst's plan to invade French 
controlled territory to the north. Fort George would serve as a critical strategic and logistically post and station 
to support the English and Colonial armies as they advanced northward. Such a permanent, fortified facility 
was contemplated in 1758 after General James Abercromby's failed expedition at Ticonderoga, but never fully 
brought to fruition. Abercromby had his engineer's develop detailed plans, however his forces were distracted 
by the boat building activities. 

The fort was located on the high ground east of the Military Road, and west of East Brook (Figure 1). 
According to DeCosta "The fort was laid out on the brow of a low rocky hill, and was situated about five or 
six hundred yards from the border of the lake. The situation was one of no strength, being easily commanded 
from all the neighboring heights; yet, perhaps, with the means and men at command, they could hardly have 
done much better at that time" (DeCosta 1871:5) 

Here William Johnson's army found an advantageous posttton to situate his camp, also Colonel James 
Montresor designed a "retrenched" map for the forces supporting fort \Villiam Henry during the siege of 1758, 
and Abercromby and Amherst used as the strategic focal point of their large encampments in 17 58 and 17 59. 
Also in this location, a portion of the Battle of Lake George (1755) and the Battle of Fort William Henry (1757) 
were fought. 

\Vhen the English army returned to Lake George in the summer of 1758 and again in 1759, a new, larger 
fortified encampment was created that enveloped both the Johnson camp and later Colonel john Young's 
Retrenchment. The center higher ground where the redoubt and cannons were mounted at the center of the 
camp became the approximate location of the southwest bastion of the planned Fort George. 

According to the journal of Archelaus Fuller, on July, 13, 1758, wrote that while serving General Abercromby, 
he and his mates were "ordered to work upon the hill where the old breast work was to level it in order to build 
a fort" (Fort Ti Bulletin 1970a:10). A new breastwork around the camp was ordered by the 17th and work on 
the new fort stopped (Fort Ti Bulletin 1970a:11-12). According to Fuller, they returned to the effort again on 
August 13, 1758, "we tared their & was ordered to work up pone the hill where the old bres work was to level 
it in order to build a fort" (Fort Ti Bulletin 1970b:11). But shortly afterwards work stalled. 

It appears that William Brasier may have been assisting to design a fort based on his 1758 plans (Figures 2 and 
3, and 6). He would return the following year, but this time under the direction of Col. James Montresor 

(Bellico 2010:184). 
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Henry Knox described the fort as "an irregular form, situated on a rock, has one front to the lake, and a large 
tract of morass surrounds the other faces of it; a casement is to be built in the fort, spacious enough to receive 
four hundred men at least; and there is a plenty of good limestone, and excellent brick and clay on the spot 
(DeCosta 1871:6). 

The fortified camp remained in place after the failed expedition northward in 1758 and was largely re-occupied 
in the spring of 1759 by General Amherst's troops (Figure 4). In the spring and summer of 1759, construction 
was renewed at Fort George, and the residual troops were concentrated around the planned outline of the fort 
(Figures 5 and 7). 

According to Bellico, Montresor used not only the surveys and proposed plans of Brasier, but the advice of 
Colonel William Eyre, who has sent the past four years building defenses at the southern end of Lake George 
(Bellico 2010:184). By June 30, formal plans were presented to General Amherst, and work began almost 
immediately. Various numbers of axemen, masons, bricklayers, and fatigue unis were employed under Col. 
Montresor "employed in erecting an irregular fort on a rock, which is to be built of stone, casemated, and large 
enough to contain a garrison of 600 men" (Bellico 2010:184) (Table 1). 

\Vhile workers were excavating for the fort they happened upon several burials, which they attributed to the 
1757 fight. Webster wrote on July 3, 1759 "as our men work at the Fort they dug up seven men's bones that 
were killed in the siege at Lake George in the year 1757" (Fort Ti Bulletin 1954:316). 

Once the Amherst army moved northwards, work on the fort slowed dramatically as the labor force was greatly 
reduced. On August 7, 1759 soldiers from Fort Edward traveled to the lake and "viewe'd the New Fort that is 
Building; the walls about 14 feet thick built of Stone & Lime" (Henshaw 1909:220). 

Table 1. A sam ple of the work flow on Fort Georqe between June 23 and 26, as described by witnesses in 1759. 

Date Activities Citation Notes 
June 23 ··this day was on the woks at the King's fort " (Fort Ti Bulletin Likely the work at 

1954:314) the stockade post 
June 24 Colonel Montresor given "Pioniers" to work (Wilson and Start of clearing 

O'Callaghan for fort 
1857:451 

June 25 
.. 

... 200 Working Men of the lngineers to-morrow" (Wilson and Work crews 
O'Callaghan engaged 
1857:47) 

June 30 
.. 
... 200 Workmen and 100 Masons to parade tomorrow (Wilson and 

Morning at the usual Hour, to work for the lngineer O'Callaghan 
1857:53] 

July 1 
.. 
... two hundred men on the King's works and 100 masons" (Fort Ti Bulletin 

1954:316) 
July 3 Burials from 1757 exposed (Fort Ti Bulletin 

1954:316) 

July4 "Regiments to give Return of Miners Bricklayers. Masons [Wilson and 
from Montgomery's, NH, and Willards Regiments to attend O'Callaghan 
Colo. Montresor." 1857:591 

July 5 the return of "Brick Makers" to the project [Wilson and 
O'Callaghan 
1857:60] 

July 6 "By letter we learn that Colonel Montresore Commander in Boston Gazette 
Chief of a Body of 1500 Men, who are employed building a (23 July 1759] 
stone Fort at the Lake" 

July 7 400 men on detail [Wilson and 
O'Callaghan 

~ 1857:631 

~

. 
K 

E 

' 
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July 11 A Detachment of 120 men to be commanded by a Major to [Wilson and Start of planning 
be made from the Provincials, as a Guard for the Posts and O'Callaghan for continuation of 
protection of the Workmen that are to be left here. Major 1857:70) fort during 
Dowqrie for this command ... expedition 

July 12 " ... ten carpenters to be furnished by Provincials for the (Wilson and 
Engineers to-morrow " and "officer will leave a list of O'Callaghan 
artificers to be left" behind durin g expedition 1857:68 and 72) 

July 13 450 workmen [Wilson and 
O'Callaghan 
1857:74) 

July 20 all artificers employed by Colo. Montresor to join their [Wilson and Fatigue units 
Regiments and to be paid O'Callaghan return to 

1857:87) Re qiments 

July 26 "Fort at Lake-George ... is very forward" New-York 
Mercury 
[30 July , 1759) 

The majority of the army returned through Lake George at the onset of the winter season on route to points 
south. At the end of November Amherst viewed the progress of the fort, fmding only the southwest bastion 
completed. He requested that Montresor add a "casemate under the Rampart of the East Flank of the Bastion" 
and hoped work would continue the following year (Bellico 2010:214) (Figure 8). 

A number of French prisoners were kept at the bastion over the winter. One described the fort in early 
December as "a square fort measuring about 80 toises (511 feet) on each exterior side. The lower part of the 
rampart is more than 18 feet thick and made of masonry. The parapet is timbers placed one on top of the 
other, are well cut to size and banked up with earth twelve feet thick .... a bastion completed, entirely casemated 
like a redoubt" (Bellico 2010:214). 

The construction of the fort bastion in 1759 likely removed all the vestiges of the southern portions of the 
Colonel Young's Retrenchment, as well as older works. 

DeCosta and Bellico provide details of the fort in the period after the French and Indian War (Bellico 2010; 
DeCosta 1871). A brief summary is provided here. 

• 1765: the complex included "a Small Fort, tumbling down and not tenable" near the lake a "Complete 
Bastion built of Stone, the Casemates of Wood: it mounts ten guns" (Bellico 2010:256). 

• 1767: "there is no fortification except a redoubt mounting 12 guns, about 200 yards from the shore, 
and some barracks" (Bellico 2010:256) . 

• 1768 the fort is abandoned and not formally re-occupied until 1775 (DeCosta 1871:9). 

In 1775, .American Bernard Romans "captured" the fort from the British who had mearly a caretaker near the 
fort (DeCosta 1871 :10). Shortly after the capture of Fort George and Ethan Allen's daring raid at Ticonderoga, 
the American stationed about 25 men were stationed at Fort George. The purpose was largely to help protect 
the path by which the cannons from Ticonderoga could be safely transported to Boston. In the summer of 
1775 a detachment of nine men stationed at Fort George under Captain Marinus Willett (NYPL, Digital 
Archives). At the time the fort was described as "much out of repair altho still defensible, being built mostly 
of stone ... [and] a few wretched Hovels that were formerly used as Barrack" (Bellico 2010:258). The barracks 
were placed in the center of the bastion and held six rooms (Bellico 2010:259). 

A the time it was described as "a small stone fort, and secure against small arms, but not bear cannonading" 
(DeCosta 1871:18). Visitor Thomas Carroll in 1776, was less flattering "Fort George is in as ruinous a condition 
as Fort Edward, it is a small bastion, faced with stone, and built on an eminence commanding the head of the 
lake.-There are some barracks in it, in which the troops were quartered, or rather one barrack, which occupied 
almost the whole space between the walls" (DeCosta 1871 :22). 
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In the summer of 1776, General Philip Schulyer (head of the Northern American Army) regularly visited the 
outpost. Here, he oversaw the ferrying of troops north to Ticonderoga where numerous improvements were 
being made to thwart possible British attack. At Fort George, which was of limited defensive use, Schulyer 
built hospitals to take in the sick and wounded from Ticonderoga under the care of Dr. Jonathan Potts 
(DeCosta 1871:25). It is unclear if these are the same structure built in 1759, rebuilt over the same foundations, 
or completely new buildings. Regardless, a sizable population of invalid troops now occupied fort George and 
its vicinity. In July 1776, over 1,000 men were convalescing at the southern end of Lake George (DeCosta 
1871:28). By the winter, however, only a small garrison ofless than 400 men remained. 

In 1776, there are at least two hospitals near Fort George including the "west hospital" likely at the site of the 
former Fort William Henry, and a "long hospital" located just east of the bastion (Bellico 2010:260). 

A general hospital was necessary at Lake George once again in the spring of 1777, to quarantine sick troops 
from the heathy one at Ticonderoga. It was short-lived as General John Burgoyne and his large army pushed 
south it as necessary for the Americans to stage a strategic retreat. General Arthur St. Clair ordered the 
abandonment of Ticonderoga on July 6, 1777 and Fort George on July 16 (Bellico 2010:260). 

According to St. Clair's journal Colonel Udney Hay, Quarter-Master General, was stationed in there in 1777 to 
help evacuate Fort Ticonderoga and worked with "a party of Negroes, taken for from the different regiments, 
as a constant fatigue" likely helping to move provisions and stores. Most of which were moved south to Fort 
Edward and Moses Creek, the remainder, along with the lake vessels, were burned (DeCosta 1871:36). 

The Americans left the fort for the advancing British. In response to criticism that Schuyler abandoned the 
Fort to the British without resistance, Schulyer described it in 1777 as: 

... part of an unfinished bastion of an intended fortification. The bastion was closed at the 
gorge. In it was a barrack capable of containing between thirty and fifty men; without ditch, 
without wall, without cistern; without any picket to prevent an enemy from running over the 
wall. So small, as not to contain above one hundred and fifty men, commanded by ground 
greatly overlooking it, and within point blank shot; and so situated that five hundred men may 
lie between the bastion and the Lake, without being seen from this extremely defensible 
fortress. (DeCosta 1871:37) 

Within days the British were in possession of the fort and control of all of Lake George and Lake Champlain 
(Hadden 1884:xlii). One of Burgoyne's' trusted commanders, General Friedrich Adolphus Riedesel, provided 
the General with a summary of the situation at Fort George from reconnaissance just before the fall of Fort 
Ticonderoga: 

1st. The citadel has been recently repaired and provided with two nine pounders. It contains, 
also, twelve cannon, which are not yet mounted. Barracks for 1,000 men lie within twenty 
yards east of it. 

2d. Close to the shore is a large magazine in which there is an abundance of provisions. 

3d. To the west of this magazine, where Fort William Henry formerly stood, is a large hospital, 
a building of great dimensions, & used for the sick from Fort Carrillon. This is said to be 
surrounded by palisades, and to have a small redoubt on the hill south of it. A strong guard is 
posted here every night. The rebels at Fort George are very busy cutting down trees &c 
carrying them to the shore, to be used in the construction of six strong vessels on the lake. A 
so-called Commodore \Vyncoop, is said still to be in command at this post; only one regiment, 
it is further said, remains here during the summer; but as yet there are only 400 men there. 
There is also considerable scarcity of ammunition. (DeCosta 1871:39) 

Riedesel's account provides the best description of the situation at Lake George during the_....Prn'ff>"T.<r 

Revolution, as maps of the area do not appear to have survived. The accounts suggests the out os 
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• The bastion, 
• Large barracks to the east, 

• Shoreline magazine, 

• Hospital (at Fort 'William Henry), 
• Small redoubt to the south of hospital, 

• And boat building facilities. 

Lieutenant James Hadden also provide details of situation at the southern end of Lake George in July 1777 
(Figure 9): 

So soon as we arrived at Fort George The Infantry were employed clearing a post on Gage's 
Hill which commands the Fort at the distance of about 1500 Yards, on the Road to Fort 
Edward. This is a very strong position, the Road being in a manner cut thro, the height on 
which the post is taken. 

Fort George which stands near the water at the end of the Lake, is a small square Fort faced 
with Masonry and contains Barracks for about a hundred Men secured from Cannon Shot. 
This Fort cou'd not stand a Siege, being commanded, & too confined not to be soon reduced 
by Bombardment. The Rebels before they abandon'd it had endeavour'd to destroy the 
defences and actually blew up the Magazine on the side next the \Vater, which demolish'd that 
Face. 

The Ruins of Fort Henry are on the Eastern shore of the Lake, this was never much more 
than a small stockaded Fort. The Land is cleared for about a Mile Round the Fort on both 
sides of the Lake, and on it are built 5 Farm Houses. We found that the Enemy had carried 
off a large Magazine of Flour & other Provisions. 

Gen'l Burgoyne had intelligence of these circumstances, as the Storekeeper of Fort George 
(originally in the British service & whose Son was with us). (Hadden 1884:107-108) (Figure 
10) 

For the remainder of the campaign, Fort George served as an important transshipment point for materiel and 
supplies for Burgoyne's army. These were sent down Lake George and over the military to Fort Edward and 
eventually distributed to the army. The area was typically well-garrisoned Burgoyne until he crossed to the west 
side of the Hudson River in early September 1777. Once having affected the crossing he cut his communication 
with the posts to the north. As a result only a small residual force was left behind at Fort Ticonderoga, and 
Lake George. To help protect the meager supplies still at the southern end of the lake, Burgoyne ordered them 
removed to Diamond Island for safe keeping. The forces on the island were attacked on September 24, 1777 
by Colonel John Brown, but it was easily repulsed. By the October 7, Burgoyne surrendered, and once again 
the fort fell into the hands of the Americans without the use of force. 

The Americans attempted to repair the defense along the lake and by 1779, "built some barracks near the water 
side" (Bellico 2010:261 ). Beside these structures little of note occurred at Lake George until October 1780. 

In October 1780, an invasion force of 518 British and German regulars, 150 Loyalists, 108 mission "Indians," 
and 30 Fort Hunter Mohawks, under the command of Major Christopher Carleton, was assembled in Canada 
(Lading 2007). The force was transported south down Lake Champlain by eight ships and 26 smaller boats to 
Fort Ticonderoga, eventually landing at Skenesbough, at the southern end of Lake Champlain. From there the 
force advanced to Fort Anne, which was garrisoned by 75 New York militiamen and a few Continentals under 
the command of Colonel Adiel Sherwood (Watt 2013). Realizing he was significantly outnumbered, Sherwood 
decided to surrender, providing the women at the garrison be allowed to return to their homes. Carleton 
continued his advance south towards Fort Edward, devastating rebel farms along the west side of the Hudson 
as far south as Saratoga, and destroying settlements at Queensbury, Kingsbury, Fort Edward, and _, 
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the east side of the river. The attacks were generally unopposed, even by the rebel troops garrisoned at Fort 
Edward (Watt 2013). 

Carleton next turned his attention to Fort George, considered one of the strongest garrisoned rebel posts. 
Although the American commander later is called it "an unfished Angle of the Intended Fort" (DeCosta 
1871:51 ). Fort George and Lake George were under the command of Seth Warner's Independent Continental 
Regiment, comprised of approximately 200 men chiefly stationed at Fort George with token components at 
Bemis Heights and Bennington (Watt 2013). 

At the time, the fort was occupied by approximately 70 soldiers of Warner's regiment under the command of 
Captain John Chipman and the rest were off scouting Lake George. Chipman sent a rider to Fort Edward to 
request provisions. The rider encountered what he thought was a small, scouting party that turned out to be 
Carlton's main force. Chipman was unaware that Carleton was in the area and deployed Captain Thomas Sill 
and 50 men to attack the supposed detachment near Bloody Pond on the Military Road (DeCosta 1871; Watt 
2013). According to Captain Chipman: 

As it is reported to me that there is a small Party of Savages near Bloody Pond you will 
immediately take the Command of a Party of forty eight Men Officers included and proceed 
on main Road until you make Discoveries of them keeping sufficient advanced and flank 
Guards in such a Manner as to prevent being surrounded if you find a large Party you will 
immediately retreat to the Fort except they should be Savages only in which Case you will 
imtp.ediately attack and charge upon them. (DeCosta 1871:51) 

Upon the assault, Captain Sill realized it was a much larger force and was quickly overwhelmed and killed. Only 
a handful of Sills' men escaped. Captain Chipman, having lost most of his troops, could not defend the fort, 
with only a single six-pounder at his disposal and the small arms of 14 men (DeCosta 1871:51) and surrendered. 
Carleton, with a large number of prisoners and booty, returned north along the west side of the lake (Watt 
2013). No after burning the fort and all the remaining stores and provisions (Bellico 2010:261). 

There appears to have been little activity in and around Fort George after the 1780 raid. According to diary of 
Lt. John Eyns, Col Udney Hay was stationed at the fort in 1783. Hay remained at the southern end of the lake 
near the fort until the 1790s. He purchased several large tracts that he later sold to William Caldwell (Bellico 
2010:266). 

There was little activity in the Lake George area during the \Var of 1812. In September 1814, a large contingent 
of troops camped at the lake on their way westward to Sacket Harbor (Figure 12). By and large, the strategic 
value of Lake George greatly diminished after the Revolutionary War. 

The land on which Fort George was built remained property of New York state, reserved for potential future 
military activity until 1802 when the land was sold to Columbia and Union colleges (Bellico 2010:266). 
Thereafter the land was parceled off over time. In 18100 a scheme was developed to further divide the lands 
around the Fort into residential plats. Perhaps due to the topography and other limitation, the plans was never 
executed. In 1823, a number of parcels including that of Fort George fell into the hands of William Caldwell 
(Figure 11). 

The property remained in the Caldwell family well after William's death in 1848. The family sold portions of 
their holding to Judge William Parmalee, a former mayor of Albany. The lands devolved to his wife, Helen 
Parmalee, in 1856 and eventually his daughter, Harriet Caldwell Nivert, in the 1860s. Helen's sister also had 
interest in land in Lake Gorge (Catherine E. Van Cortlandt). Harriet moved to Paris, France with her husband. 
As the sole heir of Catherine Van Cortlandt and Helen Parmalee the Nivert family controlled numerous lots in 
and around the village and town (Figure 14). By 1905, many of the same lots were sold to the Worden family, 
owners of the \Vorden Hotel located on the west side of Canada Street (New York Bar Association 1917). 
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Later development within and around the fort was relatively limited throughout the rest of the 18th and 19th 

century. In the early 20th century, the fort was protected within the state park once the state purchased the 
property in 1898 from Harriet Nivert (Bellico 2010:290). Some portions of the fort broader lines were likely 
destroyed or impacted by the park as it developed infrastructure and public facilities over the years. 

Segments of the fort's original outline, as designed by Montresor, are still visible on the ground as small mounds 
of earth and rock, especially along the far eastern side. Archeological excavations would be necessary to confirm 
if these features are a part of the fort or earlier lines. 

"Improvements" and excavations at the fort began as early as 1921, when the east wall was cleared and refaced 
(Bellico 2010:291) (Figures 15-19). Cursory archeology, after the wall was stabilized, occurred in 1924. 
However, systematic excavations however has been lacking until recent archeology by David Starbuck 
beginning in 2000 and continuing intermittently until 2015 (Bellico 2010:293) (Starbuck 2010:14-15). 

Integrity: Good IZI Medium D Poor D None D Unknown D 

Archeological Potential: 

David Starbuck conducted a series of excavations at the Lake George Battlefield State Park between 2000 and 
continuing intermittently until 2015. Starbuck based his excavations on the remarkable research of Scott Padeni 
(Padeni 1994) who conducted a fairly extensive surface reconnaissance of the Fort George area for his study at 
Empire State College, as well as his own interim report (Starbuck 1994). 

Starbuck utilized students and volunteers as part of a summer-long field school to conduct the excavations in 
and around the remnants of Fort George. The first year's excavations focused on two large barracks buildings 
that appeared on the Fraser 1758 map associated with GeneralAbercromby's encampment. The northernmost 
building is thought to measure 17 by 67 feet with four-foot thick walls. Among the interesting finds was a brass 
hinge with an inscription "Ahmuty of the" 27 th Foot, referring to Lt. Thomas Ahmuty whose regiment camped 
at the lake in 1758 (LaFrank2011:7.5). 

The second building to the south measured 19 feet wide by an unknown length. It has been variously 
interpreted as a "Hospital" or soldiers barracks (although it could have been repurposed and served as both). 
A large assemblage of 18th-century artifacts was also collected in addition to mammal and fish bones. A 
regimental button from the British 26th Foot evidences occupation during the 1777 Burgoyne campaign, while 
the remainder of the material is thought to be largely from the French and Indian War (LaFrank 2011:7.6). 

Another structure near the barracks was also investigates that summer. It is thought to be a blacksmith shop, 
where several Brown Bess musket barrels cut into 6 to 8 inch lengths were found. Some have interpreted these 
as a reaction to the 1758 order to shorten the weapons to make them lighter and more adept to fighting in the 
wooded terrain of Lake George. 

In 2001, focus shifted to the southwest bastion of Fort George (Farry 2006), as well as several pits and possible 
hut sites (Starbuck 2014). David Starbuck and SUNY Adirondack conducted additional field schools within 
the state park in the summers of 2014 and 2015. Excavations focused in the vicinity of the southwest bastion 
of Fort George. Findings included potential evidence of a casement (where ammunition and powder was 
stored) within the bastion, and nearby soldier huts. 

As the site had largely been preserved over the years, the archeological potential in and around the fort is 
considered to be quite high, as evidence by the recent archeology conducted by David Starbuck. 

Current Ownership, Use and Threats to Resource: The site is now part of the state-owned Lake George 
Battlefield Park (Photos 1-4, Figures 20 and 21), and there are no known threats to the resource. 
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Figure 1. An orthoimage of the finished southwest bastion (darker blue] and outline of the larger, planned Fort George 
that was never finished. 

Photo 1 A view to the north/northeast of the southwest bastion of Fort George in the state-owned Lake George 
Battlefield Park. 
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Al~:: -
Photo 2 A view to the northwest of the tip of the salient angle of the so uthwe5l bastion of the proposed Fort George, 
1759. This occupies the high ground of the central terrace south of Lake George. 

Photo 3 A view to the south of the standig ruins of the southwest bastion of Fort George. The stone, earth, and mortar 
walls are still largely intact. Recenly, David Starbuck completed a series of excavations in and around the bastion. 
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Photo 4 A view to the south of a low stone and earth wall , that likely corresponds to the outline of the fort as laid out by 
Col. Montresor in 1759. This may be the proposed southeast bastion of the fort, which was never completed. 
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Figure 2. The planned fort in 1758. The red outline is the actual layout constructed by Montresor the following year 
[Anonymous 1758]. 
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Figure 3. A detailed plan of the fort in 1759, with forward projecting bastions and a covered way (Brasier 1759c]. This 
ambitious plan was scaled back almost immediately after construction began. 
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Figure 4. The area of the proposed fort in 1758. The blue outline is the eventually proposed footprint [Ratzer 17581. 

Figure 5. The outline of the fort and completed southwest bastion in the summer of 1759 [Ratzer 17591. The dotted 
lines on the map represent the old lines of Abercromby's army. 
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Figure 6. A variation on the proposed outline by Brasier; his plan is riddled with errors and distortions [Brasier 1759a) 

Figure 7. A later version of the above plan with the southwest bastion completed [Brasier 1759b). 
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Figure 8. This was likely drafted by Brasier and is part "as-built" and partially a plan to complete the bastion to make 
it self-standing. The plan includes embrasures, casemates, a barrack or "cazernes," a guard's room, magazine, and 
glacis extending from the walls [Anonymous 1759). 
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Figure 9 British Lt. James Hadden's sketch of Lake George in 1777 when Burgoyne's army displaced the American 
forces. The rendering suggests that a portion of the advanced guard near old Fort William Henry was in use and that 
six other structures or features were in place. Those structures near Fort George may have included hospitals 
(Hadden 1777]. 
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Figure 10. Speculative reconstruction of the situation at Fort George in 1776 and 1777 based a combination of eye-witness accounts. 
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Figure 11. An early 19th -century plan to develop the southern end of Lake George into residential parcels, using the 
lake shoreline and a square around Fort George as public space. The plan includes a robust street grid four by five 
blocks with an alleyway between two streets [Anonymous 1810). The plan was never brought to fruition, likely due to 
the difficulty in developing such a varied terrain and the nearby swamps and brooks. 
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Figure 12. This circa 1812 view of the southern end of Lake George by Ezra Ames clearly shows that the southwest 
bastion of fort George was still intact, but since tourists were standing on the walls it appears to have had no military 
function. The top of two or three buildings (blue arrow) can be seen on the terrace below, perhaps the hospitals and 
barracks from the Revolutionary War (Albany lnsititue of History and Art, AN 1997.41]. 

Figure 13. The area of Fort George as represented in 1881. Also of note is the "old lime kiln" to the northwest 
[Anonymous 1891 [1881]). The area was in the process of being developed for the Delaware & HudsDA--~:tt--L 
constructed to the east of the fort in 1882. 
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Figure 14. The "old Fort George" on the Nivert property in 1891, shortly before it was sold to the state in 1889 (Arnold 
1891). 

.. • '-. - - -----·----·-------------------· 
Figure 15. A circa 1919 view of the southwest bastion of Fort George [Adirondack Museum, 2013.025.0001 ol. 
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Figure 16. A circa 1938 view of the southwest bastion of Fort George from the north (New York State Archives, Digital 
Collect ions). 

21 



Fort George Documentation, Resource Inventory Form - 1759-1 Fort George 
ABPP Grant GA-2287-16-005, Tmvn and Village of Lake George, Warren County, New York 

110' 

P l.w\"rf! -,: -·P L."\~ or 7-U.F. Rv i::E- or 1-'o.nT U£0 1u.n : 

$.Ut\e}·r-d :uu! drawn c:-Xfln-tid)' for tbls r«por1 

' 'D 
' \ 
' ' 

~!f\ 

' ' ' 'c 

Figure 17. A plan drawing of the surveying bastion in about 1900 (Society for the Preservation of Scenic Historic Places 
and Objects 19001. 
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Figure 18. A photograph of the newly acquire bastion by the state, before reconstruction efforts altered the east face 
(Society for the Preservation of Scenic Historic Places and Objects 1900). 

23 



Fort George Documentation, Resource Inventory Form - 1759-1 Fort George 
ABPP Grant GA-2287-16-005, Town and Village of Lake George, Warren County, New York 

En-It/('. qj'I a-k.= 

Figure 19. The newly assembled park parcels, with the surviving bastion of Fort George shown along with a small 
access road [now obscured) from the northwest [Society for the Preservation of Scenic Historic Places and Objects 
1900). 
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Figure 20. The bastion as mapped in the early 1950s [State of New York- Department of Public Works 1953-6]. 

Figure 21. Circa 1973 photograph of Fort George southwest bastion (Adirondack Museum, 1977.119.0186]. 
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Map available from the British Library, MS 57713.3. 
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Resource ID/Name: 1759-5 New Artille rv Park 

Resource Type: ~E=n=ca=m=p=m=e=n=t~------------------------- ---­

Resource Date: June to Julv 21, 1759 

Historic Context: 

The summer campaign of 1759 at Lake George and Lake Champlain was planned and executed by Sir Jeffery 
Amherst, a methodical, experienced commander, in contrast to the previous year's General James Abercromby. 
At Lake George, his engineers built fortifications on the high ground near the beach, and they began a much 
larger fort, Fort George, on the exposed bedrock to the south. Artillery was positioned slightly southwest of 
the fortifications near the beach, where the guns overlooked West Brook and most of the Lake George beach 
(Figure 1). 

The artillery position was near the northern corner of the encampment (Figures 2 and 3) (Anonymous 1759; 
Ratzer 1759a). The artillery park was within the formerly fortified lines of the encampment, which had been 
enlarged the year before (see Resource 1758-11). Most sources indicate that breastworks and other wooden 
fortifications around the camp were not rebuilt in 1759, and they were removed or destroyed at the end of the 
campaign season in 1758 (Figures 4 and 5). 

On June 22, 1759, the artillery unit acquired a provincial guard: "The Provincial Regiments to furnish 2 
Captains, 8 Subalterns, and 250 men, non-Commissioned officers included, for the service of the Artillery who 
will also serve as a Guard for the Artillery Men [about 100 in all] when no other is ordered. They shall obey all 
Orders they receive from Major Ord (Royal Artillery)" (Wilson and O'Callaghan 1857:41). It may be this 
division, the original British artillery unit and the provincial guard raised for it at Lake George that is shown on 
the Ratzer map (Figure 2). 

The Frazer map of 1758 shows an artillery unit a couple of hundred feet south of the 1759 New Artillery Park 
(Figure 3). Apparently, the 1758 artillery location made a good parade ground: "Sept 3, 1758 -"a workig party 
of 100 Regularss & 200 Provincials with a Proportion of officers to parade tomorrow morning at 7 o'clock on 
the road near the Artillery encampment & follow Lt. Coll. Eyer's Directions" (Fort Ti Bulletin 1970:98). 

There are at least two other maps of Fort George from 1759 which do not indicate the artillery park or the 
position of artillery (Figure 6). Amherst's army took some medium-sized artillery pieces with it to Carillon, 
which was given up by the French in late July 17 59, after a brief siege. With the British successes on Lake 
Champlain, Fort George was no longer on the battlefront, but was three or four forts behind the line of conflict 
with France. It is likely that Fort George was left with minimal artillery, just enough to defend it from raiding 
parties. 

Integrity: Good D Medium IZI Poor D None D Unknown 0 

Archeological Potential: The archeological potential is moderate for the 1759 Artillery Park. There does not 
appear to have been any grading or major ground disturbance in the area; however, the artillery park may not 
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have left much of an archeological signature, as it didn't include gun emplacements or any specific fortifications 
(Figure 7-9). Excavations in the general vicinity by Starbuck did not reveal archeological evidence of the artillery 
park (LaFrank 2011; Starbuck 1994). It might expected the area was leveled, or terraced with ramps and short 
road. Since ammunition was also stored there in the spring and summer of 1759, there are likely to have been 
some dropped balls or shot, and possibly other items such as gun carriage parts or other equipment. Some of 
this material may have already been picked up by landowners before the state took control of the land in the 
early 20th century. 

Current Ownership, Use and Threats to Resource: The New Artillery Park is on two, New York State­
owned parcels, both within the Lake George Battlefield Park (Photos 1 and 2)(Figures 6-9). Therefore, the 
threat to the resource is low. 

Figure 1. An orthoimage with a rectangle encompassing the approximate location of the New Artillery Park in 1759. 
The broader landform is outlined in red, and the camp of the Royal Artillery and the Artillery Park are shaded. 
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Photo 1 The distinctive rising ground to the right is the likely location of the artillery park in the summer of 1759. View 
looking north/northeast. 
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Photo 2 The approximate location of the artillery park in the summer of 1759, now part of the Lake George Battlefield 
Park. View looking northeast. 
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Figure 2. The artillery park was established by June 17, 1759, as evidenced on this map [Anonymous 1759). 
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Figure 3. On this 1759 map, G denotes ··old lines made by the Army under General Abercrombie", A is Fort George, C 
is Barracks, and D are hospitals. The Artillery Park was moved from the previous campaign and encampment to the 
northwest corner of the encampment, closer to the lake [Ratzer 1759b]. The camp of the Royal Artillery corps was 
immediately south of the artillery park. 
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Figure 4. A rendering of the southern end of Lake George by Captain Henry Skinner in 1759 depicts a portion of the 
artillery park where the "piles of shot & shell" were stored in anticipation of being loaded onto bateaux and ships to 
transport northward [Skinner 1759J 

Figure 5. The red box indicates the possible location of the artillery park in 1759 on this rendering of the Amherst camp 
in 1759 by Captain Thomas Davies [Fort Ticonderoga Museum]. 
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Figure 6. The artillery park is not mapped on this Brasier plan. It appears he was only interested in mapping fixed 
buildings and structures, as none of the Regimental camps are represented (Brasier 1759). 
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Figure 7. The approximate location of the new artillery park in the early 20 th century as the area was bieng developed 
as a public park [Society for the Preservation of Scenic Historic Places and Objects 1900]. 
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Figure 8. A view to the southwest of the approximate area of the new artillery park during the early 20 th century. The 
"rustic arbor" noted on the preceding map is seen in this photo [arrow) [Society for the Preservation of Scenic Historic 
Places and Objects 1900]. 
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Figure 9. The area of this resource did not see much development in the 19th and 20th century. Later park facilities 
such as Fort George Road, the Isaac Jogues Monument, an associated access road, and the related filling and grading 
likely negatively impacted the resource [Anonymous c. 1939; State of New York- Department of Public Works 1953-6; 
The Warrensburg News 1939]. 

Documentary Sources: 

Anonymous 
1759 

C. 1939 

Brasier, \Villiam 

Plan of the Encampment at Lake George the 27th Juin 1759. Llkley drawn by Bermard Ratzer. 
Map available from the Norman B. Leventhal Map Center, Boston Public Library, 
IAMS_ VU2:IAMS040-0019997 44. 

Map of Fort George State Park (Fort George Battlefield- 1755), Showingproposed site of memorial to 
Father Jogues, Discoverer of Lake George-Mqy 30, 1646, Ambassador of Peace. 

1759 3-Plan and Projil of a Designed Fort at the Head of Lake George, Pro.fill thro' the fart Designed near 
Lake George 1759. Map available from the British Library, Maps.K.Top.121.66. 

Fort Ti Bulletin 
1970 The Journal of Archelaus Fuller, May -Nov. 1758. The Bulletin of the Fort Ticonderoga Museum 

XIII(l):5-18. 

LaFrank, Kathleen 
2011 National Register of Historic Places Registration Form, Lake Geo,:ge Battlefield Park Historic Distrilt. 

United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service, Washington, D. 
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Library, Call Number MS 57712.4. 

1759b Plan ef the Encampment ef the Army at Lake George, June 1759. Likely drawn by Bernard Ratzer. 
Map available from the British Library, MS 57713.3. 

Skinner, Captain Henry 
1759 A Perspective View ef Lake George: Plan efTiconderoga. Map available from the Thompson-Pell 

Research Center, Fort Ticonderoga. 

Society for the Preservation of Scenic Historic Places and Objects 
1900 Annual Report to the Legislature ef New York.James B. Lyon, Albany. 

Starbuck, David R. 
1994 Interim Report : Fort George Surface Inventory and Topographic Mapping, Adirondack 

Community College 1994 Field School 

State of New York- Department of Public \Vorks 
1953-6 Albarry-Candian Border (I-87), Warren Counry Area, Seties Nos. 16, 38A, and 22. On file at 

NYSDOT Headquarters, Albany, NY. . 

The Warrensburg News 
1939 Jogues Statue Will Be a Great Peace Memorial, 8 June. The Wamnsburg News. Warrensburg, 

NY. 

Wilson, Commissary and E.B. O'Callaghan 
1857 Commissary Wilson's Order/y Book: Expedition ef the Btitish and Provincial Army, Under Mqj. Gen. 

Jeffery Amherst, Against Ticonderoga and Crown Point, 1759. J. Munsell, Albany, NY. 
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Resource ID /Name: ~1'-'7"""'5..:..9~-1,__,0'-'L=im=e"--'Kiln"-=. =------------------ --------

Resource Type: _C=o=n=stru= c=u=·o=n~------------------------------

Resource Date: Juh· 1759- Fall 1759 

Historic Context: 

This resource is likely one of many kilns for lime and brick at the southern end of Lake George in the late 
1750s. This particular resource appears on 1759 maps and was likely constructed to aid in the building of Fort 
George. It is situated between Beach Road and the Warren County Bikeway (former Delaware & Hudson 
railway) in the northern portion of Lake George Battlefield Park (Figure 1). 

Fort George and its predecessor, William Johnson's encampment, are situated on a rocky hill jutting north 
toward Lake George, with swamps on either side of the landform. The rocks were occasionally obstacles to 
fortifying the area. In July, 17 58,, H Henry Champion, reported "picking down the rocky hill with pickaxes to 
level ye solid rocks, blowing up other with powder" (Trowbridge 1891:420). 

Because it was made of limestone, however, the bedrock of the hill also provided material for building 
fortifications. Blocks of the stone could be used for walls, and quicklime made by cooking the crushed stone 
produced concrete. There is documentary evidence that quicklime was made at the Fort. 

A record of orders from July, 1759 read "Lyme Burners all of Coll. Willards Regt are to attend Colo. Montorse 
(Montresor) att 5 o'clock tomorrow morn" (Hawks 1911 :39). The British engineer, Lt. Colonel John Montresor, 
noted that "The Jersey blue lime burner began to work" on June 30 (referring to the color of the uniforms of 
the 1st New Jersey Regiment, who had built the kiln) (New York State Museum 2015:3, citing G.D. Scull's 
Montresor Journals (1882)). 

And a stone feature explored archeologically by the New York State Museum appears to have been a lime kiln 
from the British army, based on three lines of evidence: its structure corresponds to the base of known lime 
kilns (round shape, an opening for the drawing eye, and traces of a wooden structure near the drawing eye- see 
Figures 2 and 3), a few 18th-century artifacts were found in the builders trench, and there was a buried deposit 
of burned lime next to the feature. The location of the Museum's lime kiln is indicated in the figures by a star. 

This resource consists of both the Museum's lime kiln, and also the map-documented location of a potential 
lime kiln at the base of the same bedrock outcrop as the Museum's lime kiln, but 400 feet to the north (Figure 
1). The Museum's lime kiln, in contrast, does not correspond to any structures indicated on any of the maps 
consulted for this study (Figures 2 and 3). 

The map-documented location of the potential lime kih1 is in the location of a paved road (Beach Road), and 
there is no surface evidence of the potential lime kiln there, as this may have been destroyed by the construction 
of the Delaware & Hudson Railroad in the late 19th century. 

Several other potential limekiln sites are also located on the property. On the east side of Fort George Road, 
near the surviving bastion and across the road from the Lake George Park Commission offices at the Dr. 
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Dowling farmstead there are two conical mounds with evidence of burned limestone on and around them. 
These have not been verified archeologically. 

Brewery Theory 

An alternative theory for the structure shown on the second Brasier map (Figure 3) is that it might represent a 
brewery, specifically a spmce bm· brewery (as there are no label for the feature the map) . Commissary \X'ilson's 
record of orders from Amherst's campaign has at least three references to the production of spruce beer at the 
camp: 

• June 24: "Two Companys of Light Infantry to march early tomorrow Morning, one to cover a 
Working Party of one Lieut. and 40 Light Infantry, which goes to cut Spruce ... Lieut. Avery, of 
Colo. Fitches Regiment will attend this Party to show them where the Spruce is." (\X'ilson and 
O'Callaghan 1857:45). 

• July 2: "All the Reg" that have received Spruce Beer are to pay for what they have received this 
Day inclusive, to Serjt Airey at the Brewery to-morrow Morning at 8 o'clock." (\X'ilson and 
O'Callaghan 1857:56); 

• July 3: "all empty barrels under the care of a Segt to Colo Montresor" (\X'ilson and O'Callaghan 
1857:57); 

• July 3: "These Reg" will be supplyd with Spruce Beer, by sending their Quarter-Masters to Colo. 
Robison" (\X'ilson and O'Callaghan 1857:57). 

This is confirmed by General Jeffery Amherst's journal as well. In an entry dated June 25, he noted that they 
"Got spruce beer brewed for the men." On August 15, General Amherst provided the recipe used for making 
the spruce beer (Amherst 1931:127, 152). 

The purpose of the spruce beer was primarily to ward off scurvy by providing Vitamin C (ascorbic acid) which 
may have been lacking in the typical soldier's rations (Bellico 2010: 188). The map-documented location of the 
potential lime kiln seems more appropriate for a kiln, exploiting both the rock outcrop and the embankment, 
but it also is close to a source of water (the lake), the main ingredient in spruce beer. 

This theory is conjectural, based on contemporary records of a brewery in the camp. The brewing of spruce 
beer entailed at minimum a heat source, a large metal kettle, and a barrel; sometimes the beer was also bottled 
after fermentation. It is also possible that, rather than being constructed solely for brewing purposes, old lime 
kilns were repurposed as the heat source for the brewing process. It is unclear exactly what a spruce beer 
brewery would have looked like, and the archeological signature may be small unless a storage facility was also 
constructed for the ingredients, supplies, and brewed barrels. The 1759 Brasier map (Figure 3) does seem to 
indicate the possibility that there was an actual structure. 

Integrity: Good D Medium D Poor IZI None D Unknown D 

Archeological Potential: As indicated in the archeological investigation of the Museum's kiln, its base is 
intact, though covered with stone rubble. The construction of a rail line uphill from the feature likely produced 
some of the rubble above it. Based on the presence of a few 18th-century artifacts, on a deposit of burned lime, 
and on the predicted shape of the structure, the archeologists considered the identification of the feature as an 
18th-century lime kiln confirmed (Photos 1 and 2) (New York State Museum 2015) . 

Figures 4 and 5 indicate that the map-documented location of a potential lime kiln was closer to the rail line, 
and was probably either destroyed by the line, or more severely filled than the Museum's lime kiln hotos 1 
and 2). 
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Current Ownership, Use and Threats to Resource: 

The resource is located in a New York State-owned parcel of land, administered by the Department of 
Environmental Conservation and the Right-of-way (ROW) for the Warren County bikeway (Rail trail). It is 
within the Lake George Beach State Park, and is therefore not threatened. 

Figure 1. An orthoimage of the lime kiln located along the eastern slope of the limestone terrace at the southern end 
of Lake George. The star indicates the lime kiln identified by the New York State Museum (New York State Museum 
2013). 
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Photo 1 Lime kiln feature, in center, before the New York State Museum's excavation. View facing northwest (Charles 
Vandrei , .c.l. 

Photo 2 Lime kiln feature after excavation by the New York State Museum. Note its circular shape, and also the 
opening for the "drawing eye" in the center of the photograph. View facing south [New York State Museum 
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Figure 2. Neither lime kiln is shown on this version of the Brasier map [Brasier 1759a). 

Figure 3. This version of the Brasier map indicates a potential lime kiln about 400 ft north northwest of the Museum's 
lime kiln feature (indicated by the blue star) [Brasier 1759bl. 
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Figure 4. The mapped location of a potential lime kiln [red outline) and the location of the known archeological example 
(Arnold 1891). 

Figure 5. The mapped location of a potential lime kiln (red outline I and the location of the known archeological example 
(blue star) [The Delaware and Hudson Company 1958). 
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Documentary Sources: 

Amherst, Jeffery 
1931 The Journal of Jeffery Amherst: Recording the Military Career of General Amherst in America from 17 5 8 

to 1763. Ryerson Press and the University of Chicago Press, Chicago. 

Amold,D.M. 
1891 Map Showing land sub-divided in 1810 ly Garret Clute and George Webster and ca[ill} [Garris]on 

Ground, (in colors) and re-survryed (in part) by me, the remainder is from original filed notes. New York 
State Archives, Digital Collections, Digital representation of a map in the Warren County 
Records Center and Archives, Office of the County Clerk. Maps - Ivliscellaneous, map book 
3. 

Bellico, Russell P. 
2010 Empires in the Mountains: French and Indian 1-Var Campaigns and Forts in the Lake Champlain, Lake 

George, and Hudson river Com·dor. Purple Mountain Press, Fleischmanns, NY. 

Brasier, \Villiam 
1759a 

1759b 

Hawks,John 
1911 

1-Plan of the Designed Fort George at present executing, Shewing its Situation and part of its Environs, 
Ju/y the 17th, 1759. Map available from the British Library, Amherst no. A 39. R.U.S.I. no. A 
30.41C. 

PLAN of part of FORT GEORGE with the BARRACKS &c Erected in the Year 1759. British 
Library. 

Order/y Book and Journal of Lvlqjor John Hawks, on the Ticonderoga-Crown Point Campaign, Under 
General Jeffery Amherst, 1759-1760. Society of Colonial Wars in the State of New York, Issue 
15 The Society of Colonial Wars in the State of New York, H.K. Brewer & Co. , New York. 

New York State Museum 
2013 Cultural Resources Reconnaissance Survry Report and Site Examination Report of The Lvl.il!ion Dollar 

Beach Site (I\.TYSM #12576), DEC-Lake George, Town efLake Geotge, Wamn Counpy, New York. 
Submitted to New York State Department of Environmental Conservation. On file at 
OPRHP, Waterford, NY, Cultural Resource Information System. 

2015 Phase II Site Examination Cultural Resource S urvry Report ef the Million Dollar Beach Historic Site, 
(NYSM # 12577), Village ofLake George, Wamn Coun!J, New York, MCD 11341. N. Y. S. M. 
Division of Research and Collections, Albany, NY. On file at NYSDEC. 

The Delaware and Hudson Company 
1958 Right ofW qy and Track Map, The Rensselaer & Saratoga Railroad Compaf!Y Operated ly The Delaware 

and Hudson Compaf!Y, Saratoga Division Lake George Branch, Fort Edward to Lake George. 

Trowbridge, Francis B. 
1891 The Champion Genealogy: A History of the Descendants of Henry Champion, of Sqybrook and Lyme, 

Connecticut, Together with Some Account of Other Families of the Name. Trowbridge, New Haven, 
Ct. 

Wilson, Commissary and E.B. O'Callaghan 
185 7 Commissary Wilson's Order/y Book: Expedition of the British and Provincial Army, Under Mqj. Gen. 

Jeffery Amherst, Against Ticonderoga and Crown Point, 1759. J. Munsell, Albany, NY. 
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Resource ID/Name: 1759-11 Hospitals , Barracks, and Stores 

Resource Type: Military Appurtenances 

Resource Date: First identified on maps in 17 59 

Historic Context: 

This resource is associated with General Sir Jeffrey Amherst's encampment at Lake George in the summer of 
1759. There were similar hospitals, barracks, and storehouse before 1759 in the general vicinity and even 
afterwards up until the Revolutionary War (Bellico 2012). These resources are situated at the northern end of 
modern Lake George Battlefield Park, between the Warren County Bikeway and Lake George Road (Figure 1). 

There were earlier iterations of the hospital, barracks, and storehouses at Fort William Henry between 1755 
and 1757, which were destroyed during Francois-Pierre de Rigaud de Vaudreuil's raid. The earlier hospital was 
located within the fort. A 1755 plan reads that "This Fort is large enough to Contain a Garison of 400 or 450 
Men, with convenient Barracks, & two Magazines for Powder Bomb proof; also a large Hospital of the same 
strength ... " (Anonymous 1755). 

After the burning of Fort William Henry in 1757, the British continued to intermittently occupy former camps 
and other areas at the southern end of Lake George. They returned in 1758, constructing or reconstructing 
military features. According to Nester, "As late as October 6 [1758], the official count [for Abercromby's 
forces] was 10,945 troops. In camps near Lake George there were 8,269 troops, including 3,757 regulars, 4,113 
provincials, and 399 rangers" (Nester 2008: 192). In his November 1, 1758 letter to Versailles, Governor Pierre 
de Rigaud de Vaudreuil de Cavignial noted that the British had already abandoned their camp at Lake George 
and had concentrated their troops at Fort Edward, located on the Hudson River (Nester 2008: 203). After 
their 1758 occupation of the camp, the English destroyed the wharves and anything else the enemy might find 
usable. 

Major General Jeffery Amherst and his troops arrived in Lake George on June 21, 1759, and almost immediately 
set to work building and repairing features, including the hospital, barracks, and stores. (Figures 2-5) Two days 
earlier Amherst had written that the "Army for Lake George" consisted of 6,537 regulars and 4,839 provincial 
troops, although the troops who partook in the formal march on the 21 st numbered "about 7000" men (Bellico 
2010: 184). On June 22, the day after their arrival, Amherst and Colonel James Montresor evaluated the area, 
ordered bridges, wharfs, and other structures to be repaired, and had soldiers begin to dig for weaponry, 
ammunition, and other resources that had been buried at the departure of the army the previous year (Amherst 
1931: 125). 

There are many contemporary accounts of the construction of the three hospital buildings. Most of the soldiers 
referred to the hospital as one structure, but maps and later accounts note that this was expanded to three 
hospital structures (Figures 3 and 7). The barracks and stores were also in progress during this month-long 
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frenzy of activity, although fewer accounts mention these features. One such account by Oliver Partridge 
recorded "An Estimate of the Common Stores for a Crown Point Expedition," which would likely have been 
housed in a storage facility of some type, perhaps the same depicted on the PLAN of part of FORT GEORGE 
(Figure 4), on the 1759 Plan and Prefil[e] of a Designed Fort at the Head of Lake Geo-rge (Figure 6), or that shown in 
Skinner's contemporary drawing (Figure 5). 

According to one detailed record, these stores included weapons, ammunition, tools, building materials like 
nails, and weapon accessories like flints (Partridge 1758). Brasier's 1759 Plan and Prefil[e] of a Designed Fort at the 
Head of Lake George (Figure 6) indicates that the fort's construction process involved removing stone from the 
center of the fort, creating a "Ditch Sunk out of the Rock," and the stone from this excavation "Serve[d] to 
built the Sevaral Walls of the Fort, and Barracks." 

Rufus Putnam, an orderly sergeant in a Massachusetts company, may have been generally involved in 
construction efforts throughout Fort George. In the summer of 1759, he wrote ''June 12th I was with the other 
Carpenters of Col0 [Timothy] Ruggels Regiment (about 80 in number) detached and Sent forward under the 
Command of L' Pool. we arrived at Lake George the 22d and were irnployed in various works there untill the 
army were ready to embark" (Putnam 1757-1760: 22). 

Private Robert Webster wrote on June 23 that "all our regiment was turned out to make a hospital." Two days 
later, he noted that "all hands [were] at work on the hospital, on the King's works, and on the Fort" (Fort Ti 
Bulletin 1954: 314). A few days later, on June 27, Wilson, a commissary of General Amherst's army, wrote of 
"SO \Vorking Men to parade with the \Vorking Partys this Afternoon to clean the Ground for the Gener'l 
Hospital" (Wilson and O'Callaghan 1857: 49). Wilson ordered hundreds of workmen almost daily. On the 
30th, \Vilson ordered "200 Workmen and 100 Masons to parade to-morrow Morning at the useual Hour, to 
work for the Ingineer" and the following day he commanded "205 Working Men to parade tomorrow Morning 
at y'" useual Hour, to work for the Ingineers; an uncornissioned Officer from each Reg' with one from Ruggles 
constantly to attend the Ingineers, and receive their Dirrections." Several days later, he ordered 350 workmen 
to work for the engineers (Wilson and O'Callaghan 1857: 53-57). 

Wilson sternly noted on June 24th that "The Officers employed in the Several \Vorks are not to demand more 
Men than is sufficient to carry on the Works. It is expected that every Man will doe a good Days Work." 
Although repairs and construction happened quickly, in the meantime, troops had to improvise. Wilson wrote 
that "When the Whether is very hot, the Arms are not to be left out, but put in the Bell Tents." He also noted 
that "All Bedsteads fow1d in Camp to be collected at the several Quarter Guards for the Use of the Sick" 
(Wilson and O'Callaghan 1857: 45-46). On Friday the 25th, a soldier wrote that "This day all the tools that 
belonged to the King's stores was ordered to be returned to the stores, which made some think they was going 
to Ticonderoga again" (Meech and Meech 1911). 

By July 3, reported the Pennrylvania Journal, ''Provisions and Ordnance Stores were mostly up there [at Fort 
George], but the heavy Artillery remained at Fort-Edward" (Pennrylvania Journal 1759). The work continued to 
progress quickly. On July 7, \Vebster wrote that he "went out with a party of men after timber for the hospital" 
(Fort Ti Bulletin 1954: 317). That same day, Samuel Warner observed the troops' construction progress. 
According to Bellico, 

Samuel \Varner described the stockaded fort on the 'North End' of 'Element Hill' as '14 
squares or turns ... made with wood and stone and a Hosp[i]tal of Stone' 132 feet by 18 feet; 
two days later he observed the buildings in the stockade fort again and revised his description: 
'inste(a]d of one Hospit[a]l there is three more all in a few Rods of one an[o)ther one ston[e] 
two wood House[s]' (Bellico 2010: 184). 
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\Villiam Amherst wrote that a "General Hospital is built beside some Regimental hospitals," which could have 
been the three buildings that Warner described (Bellico 2010: 335-336). It is unclear exactly when construction 
of the "General Hospital" was completed, but records indicate it was in use by mid-July. Orderly John Hawks 
wrote that on July 14th, "The Surgeons of ye several Regts [were assigned] to meet Doctor Monro att the 
General Hospatel att 4 o'clock this afternoon who will direct what proportion of medicens each of them are to 
furnish for the Light Infentry. Each is immediately to be given into the Surgeon that take the care of that 
core ... " (Hawks 1911: 33). 

On July 13, Webster was again assigned to hospital construction, writing that "I went to work on the King's 
Hospital." Fort George was referred to as "the King's fort" (Fort Ti Bulletin 1954: 310,314). Shortly thereafter, 
a map drawn by Brasier that was dated July 17, describes the "General Hospital" as "almost finished" (Figure 
5). Like Webster, Soldier Lemuel Lyon also recorded his assignment to the hospital construction, writing that 
on Wednesday, July 19th, "This day to work upon the Hospetal gitting timber to it I went upon the Island 
[Diamond _Island] to stay thair a week." Indeed, about a week later, on "Tuesday 25th ... our post came in and I 
was released from the Haspital work" (Lyon and Haws 1855: 24-26). 

After about a month of preparations at Fort George, most of Amherst's troops set out for Ticonderoga between 
July 21 and 22. A small detachment remained behind at Fort George to continue constructing the fort and 
making other necessary repairs. The hospitals, one made from stone, had been constructed in anticipation of 
sending wounded back from the upcoming battle at Ticonderoga. Amherst's troops took most of the 
provisions and weaponry, likely leaving little in storage, but the barracks probably remained in use to house the 
soldiers who remained behind. Others, forming a small detachment, remained behind for an unspecified 
amount of time to continue constructing the fort and making other necessary repairs. General Amherst twice 
mentioned the plan to maintain guard posts at Fort George, on July 1st he had many workmen "Erecting a Post 
for 100 men, and one of 20, to leave for the security of things here when we pass the Lake." Four days later, 
he "Ordered four 4-Pounders to be left in the two Posts erecting here for the security of everything when the 
Army is gone" (Amherst 1931: 130-132). These preparations, as well as the installation of the elaborately 
designed garden (Resource Form 1759-6) indicate that the English planned to continue to occupy Fort George. 
There is little information from those who may have remained at the fort or from those who may have returned 
later in 1759, and the hospitals, barracks, and stores at Fort George are not mentioned after the army's move 
to Ticonderoga. 

Integrity: Good □ Medium 0 Poor D None D Unknown D 

Archeological Potential: Parts of the resource appear to be intersected by Fort George Road and by the 
\Varren County Bikeway in the northeastern section (Figures 1 and 8). Park construction for the interior loop 
road, the pedestrian walkways, and the erection of various monuments, as well as a pavilion and restrooms may 
have all impacted these resources to varying degrees. It is unlikely that much of the wooden hospital structures 
survive (except for perhaps a modest foundation), but portions of the stone hospital structure may remain due 
to its more robust foundation. The barracks were reportedly constructed from stone as well, and parts of this 
structure's foundation may also remain. 

The SUNY Adirondack Archaeological field school (1999-2000) documented two substantial stone foundations 
between the northern Park loop road and the northern break in slope (LaFrank 2011; Starbuck 1994). These 
appear to correspond to the larger structures in Figures 3, 4 and 7. The artifact assemblages support a barracks 
identification for both. Limited testing of the area to the north of these found no evidence of structures, but 
was very limited. It is also likely that construction of the railroad line that passes along the eastern and northern 
edges of the hill may have removed a portion of the hill and possibly destroying some structural evidence. 
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The stores within the fort were to be constructed of stone and possibly brick, underneath the rampart, but may 
have never been completed. In the meantinie, it appears that a wooden storehouse was utilized. Scattered 
stones are visible throughout Fort George Battlefield Park, which may have been part of the stone hospital 
structure, or the barracks and stores (Figure 4). Areas in the vicinity of these resources appear to have been 
filled over tune, and it is possible that there may be deeply buried remains in those areas . 

Current Ownership, Use and Threats to Resource: The property is currently located in Lake George 
Battlefield Park, and is owned by the State of New York. There are no known threats to this resource. 

Figure 1. An orthoimage depicting the outline of the hospitals, barracks, and stores. 

4 



Fort George Documentation, Resource Inventory Form -1759-11 Hospitals, Barracks, and Stores 
ABPP Grant GA-2287-16-005, Town and Village of Lake George, Warren County, New York 

Photo 1 View northwest of surface evidence of military structu res, perhaps associated with the hospital, barracks, and 
• • • • ome features. 

Photo 2 A view sou theast from near the Unknown Sold ier monument in the Lake George Battlefield Park. The stones 
Ired arrow! in the foreground may be part of a feature associated with the hospital, barracks or storehouses built in 
1759. In the distance, the pavilion and restrooms can be seen [blue arrowl. which may have disturbed some of these 
archeological features. 

5 



Fort George Documentation, Resource Inventory Form -1759-11 Hospitals, Barracks, and Stores 
ABPP Grant GA-2287-16-005, Town and Village of Lake George, Warren County, New York 

Figure 2. The key describes "C" as "General Hospital almost finished." On the 1759 Ratzer map !Figure 3] it appears 
that this structure is labelled as the barracks, and three other hospital structures have been built !Brasier 1759a]. 
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Figure 3. The 1759 Ratzer map indicates that there were three hospitals within the fortification, marked by the letter 
"D" and circled in red. The Barracks are marked by the letter "C" and circled in blue. The potential location of one of 
the storehouses is circled in green IRatzer 1759]. 
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Figure 4. In this 1759 PLAN of part of FORT GEORGE, the storehouses (labelled 6) are shown in green. The officers· 
barracks are numbered 1, and the soldiers' barracks are numbered 2. All the labelled barracks are circled in blue 
(Brasier 1759a). 

Figure 5. This image depicts a "Store House," located downslope from "A Stockaded Fort " and "Piles of Shot & Shells" 
[Skinner 1759). 
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Figure 6. In this plan and profile Ratzer drew the "Store houses underneath the Rampart" (blue arrows). and the 
"Casemate built with Brick arched & Bomb Proof ... in which can be preserved all the Ammunit ion & Stores liable to 
Accidents by the Ennemy·s Fire" (yellow arrow] !Brasier 1759b]. 
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Figure 7. 1759 Rocque map, depicting the Officers Barracks, the Soldiers Barracks, and the Storehouses, according to 
its key. These features are not numbered on this map. The barracks depicted on the 1759 Ratzer map (Figure 5) are 
circled in blue (Rocque 17651. 

Figure 8. This Department of Public Works map depicts the "Ruins" of Fort George, and the monument at the northern 
edge of the landform. The approximate location of the hospitals, barracks, and stores of 1759 is circled in red (State 
of New York- Department of Public Works 1953-6). 

9 



Fort George Documentation, Resource Inventory Form -1759-11 Hospitals, Barracks, and Stores 
ABPP Grant GA-2287-16-005, Town and Village of Lake George, Warren County, New York 

Documentary Sources: 

Amherst, Jeffery 
1931 The Journal of Jeffery Amherst: Recording the Military Career of General Amherst in America from 1758 

to 1763. Ryerson Press and the University of Chicago Press, Chicago. 

Anonymous 
1755 Plan of Fort William Henry and Camp at Lake George {h.ke/y William Eyre], Map available from the 

Norman B. Leventhal Map Center, Boston Public Library, 
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Bellico, Russell P. 
2010 Empires in the Mountains: French and Indian War Campaigns and Forts in the Lake Champlain, Lake 

George, and Hudson river Corridor. Purple Mountain Press, Fleischmanns, NY. 

2012 

Brasier, \Villiam 
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1759b 

Fort Ti Bulletin 
1954 

Hawks,John 
1911 

The Fort George Hospital during the American Revolution. Fort George Advice: Newsletter of the 
Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance Winter:1-5. 

1-Plan of the Designed Fort George at present executing, Shewing its Situation and part of its Environs, 
Ju(y the 17th, 1759. Map available from the British Library, Amherst no. A 39. R.U.S.I. no. A 
30.41C. 

3-Plan and Pro.fil of a Designed Fort at the Head of Lake George, Pro.fill thro' the fort Designed near 
Lake George 1759. Map available from the British Library, Maps.K.Top.121.66. 

Diary of Robert Webster, April 5 to November 23, 1759. The Bulletin of the Fort Ticonderoga 
Museum IX(6):306-343. 

Order/y Book and Journal of Major John Hawks, on the Ticonderoga-Crown Point Campaign, Under 
General J~ffery Amherst, 1759-1760. Society of Colonial Wars in the State of New York, Issue 
15 The Society of Colonial Wars in the State of New York, H.K. Brewer & Co., New York. 

Haws, Lemuel Lyon and Samuel 
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LaFrank, Kathleen 
2011 National Register of Historic Places Registration Form, Lake George Battlefield Park Historic District. 

United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service, Washington, D. C. 

Meech, Susan S. and Susan.B. Meech 
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Genealogical Society, Oliver Partridge papers, Mss C 3214, R. Digital collections. 
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Rocque, Mary Ann 
1765 Plan ef Part efFort George with the Barracks &c. Erected n the Year 1759. Map available from the 

William L. Clements Library, Record/004672566. 

Skinner, Captain Henry 
1759 A Perspective View efLake George: Plan if Ticonderoga. Map available from the Thompson-Pell 

Research Center, Fort Ticonderoga. 

Starbuck, David R. 
1994 Interim Report: Fort George Surface Inventory and Topographic Mapping, Adirondack 
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State of New York- Department of Public \Vorks 
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ABPP Fort George Documentation 
~ 2017-2018 T~ 

~ Resource Inventory Form i...____~-

ABPP Grant GA-2287-16-005 
Town and Village of Lake George, Warren County, New York 

Resource ID/Name: 1775-1 Route of Hen.q Knox Artillery Train 

Resource Type: Transportation Related 

Resource Date: ~1~7~7~5~-=6 _________________ _______________ _ 

Historic Context: 

Fort Ticonderoga was taken in a raid conducted by Ethan Allen in April 1775 in an effort to weaken the 
potential for British operations against New Yok and New England. The fort was commanded by Benedict 
Arnold in June 1775 until he was relieved by Colonel Benjamin Hinman of the Massachusetts militia (Bellico 
1992:120; Daughan 2016). Several days after Fort Ticonderoga fell, American Bernard Romans "captured" 
Fort George from the British who had merely a caretaker near the fort (DeCosta 1871:10). \Vhile this was not 
a stunning victory to take the Fort from a pensioner British officer, it did mean that both ends of Lake George 
were both in American hands and that allowed Knox the ability to use Fort George as a way point (p.c. Lyn 
Hohmann). 

The American's quick action took the British by surprise and produced impressive early results as Brigadier 
General Richard Montgomery with 1,700 troops raised primarily from the New York corps of militia used Fort 
Ticonderoga as a launch pad to capture St. John's and Montreal. This forced the British commander Guy 
Carleton to retreat to Quebec City. 

By November 1775, General Philip Schuyler Commander of the Northern Army was ordered by General 
\'<,'ashington to supply whatever cannons could be spared for use in the siege of Boston (Flick 1928:121). 
Schuyler after considering the needs of the fort, directed Colonel Henry Knox to remove the cannons and find 
the appropriate iron-wheeled carts to transport them, as he had experience with artillery and gunnery (Flick 
1928:119). In the end he selected 16 mortars and cohorns, two howitzers, 13 brass cannons, and 30 iron 
cannons. The largest was a 24 pound brass cannon (Flick 1928). In all, more than 119,000 pounds of artillery 
made their way south, some on board the scow Pettiaugre and other on board bateaux (Bellico 1992:128). 

The artillery was sailed/ rowed up the lake to the southern end of Lake George with much difficulty, as some 
of the boats became stuck on rocks in the lake north of Sabbath Day Point. The crews rowed through the 
night to eventually reach the southern end of the lake. Knox reached Fort George by December 15, 1775, and 
then made preparations for the passages along the various falls in the Hudson River. Fort George at the time 
was commanded by Colonel Goosen Van Schaick (Egly 1992:31) 

Henry Knox wrote to General George Washington from Fort George during his brief stay. He wrote 

I returnd from Ticonderoga to this place on the 15th instant & brought with me the Cannon 
&c. It having taken nearly the time I conjecturd it would to transport them herel-It is not 
easy to conceive the difficulties we have had in getting them over the lake owing to the 
advanced Season of the Year & contrary winds-three days ago it was very uncertain whether 
we could have gotten them over untill next Spring, but now please God they shall go-I have 
made forty two exceeding strong sleds & have provided eighty yoke of Oxen to drag them as 



Fort George Documentation, Resource Inventory Form - 1775-1 Knox Artillery Train 
ABPP Grant GA-2287-16-005, Town and Village of Lake George, Warren County, New York 

far as Springfield where I shall get fresh Cattle to carry them to Camp. The rout will be from 
here to Kinderhook, from thence into Great Barrington, Massachusetts Bay & down to 
Springfield ... (Knox 1775) 

On the 16th at "Fort George" he made a receipt for Captain John Johnson was "paid the different carters for 
the use of their cattle in dragging Cannon from the Fort of Ticonderoga to the north landing of the Lake 
George". He enlisted the help of local Judge William Duer to assist with procuring the necessary sleds and 
sleighs for the cannons and men. It appears the cannon were dragged southwards to Fort Edward and perhaps 
they transported by sleigh further south (Knox 1775-1776). 

On December 24, "After crossing the ferry we got with Considerable Difficulty to Arch McNeals Saratoga 
where we din'd" (Knox 1775-1776:13). "McNeals" refers to the ferry that crossed the Hudson River just south 
of the modern Northumberland Bridge (Route 4). Knox continued south through the end of December to 
discuss the train's movement with General Schuyler, leaving the artillery and stores to plod along. 

After reaching Saratoga about December 28, there was not sufficient snow for sleds. As a result, the route grew 
more difficult and dangerous for the teams (Flick 1928:128). The train finally reached Albany on January 5, 
1776. Knox recalled it took four Hudson River crossings to accomplish the task (Flick 1928:132). These likely 
included the Fort Edwards Falls, the Fort Miller Falls, McNeill's Ferry, and the Half Moon Ferry. 

Knox's artillery train arrived outside of Boston at the end of January, and by March 17, the British were forced 
to surrender Boston. Eventually they regrouped in New York City and established a new theater of conflict. 

In summary the "Noble Artillery Train" passed through Fort George over the course of several days, December 
15th to about the 17th. The archeological signature is not likely to be very distinct. The events suggest that 
wharfs for docking the boats, pulley and winches were erected to remove the cannon from the boats, and a 
barracks or other housing was available at the time for Knox and his men. 

Integrity: Good D Medium D Poor~ None □ Unknown D 

Archeological Potential: There is likely to be a minimal archeological signatures, and due to the later activities 
in and around the lake and Fort George, its potential to be recovered is considered to be extremely low. 

Current Ownership, Use and Threats to Resource: New York State and RO\V of Beach Road. No known 
threats. 
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Fort George Documentation, Resource Inventory Form - 1775-1 Knox Artillery Train 
ABPP Grant GA-2287-16-005, Town and Village of Lake George, Warren County, New York 

Figure 1. An orthoimage of the likely location of activities (outlined in red) associated with the Knox artillery train. 
The train was likely also dragged down the Military Road, perhaps similar to modern Fort George Road. 
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ABPP Grant GA-2287-16-005, Town and Village of Lake George, Warren County, New York 

Documentary Sources: 

Anonymous 
1775 Sketch ef different passes intoCanada from our lower provinces. \v'illiam L. Clements Library. 

Bellico, Russell P. 
1992 Sails and Steam in the Mountains: A Man"time and Military History ef Lake George and Lake 

Champlain. Purple Mountain Press, Fleischmanns, NY. 

Daughan, George C. 
2016 Revolution on the Hudson: New York Ciry and the Hudson River Vallry in the American War ef 

Independence. W. \V Norton& Company New York. 

DeCosta, B.F. 
1871 

Egly, T.W. 
1992 

Notes on the History efFort George During the Colonial and Revolutionary Periods. J- Sabin & Sons, 
New York. 

Goose Van Schaick ef Albarry: The Continental Amry's Senior Colonel. T.W. Egly. 

Flick, Alexadder C. 
1928 General Knox's Ticonderoga Expedition. The Quarter!), Journal ef the New York State Histon"cal 

Association 9(2):119-135. 

Knox, Henry 
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1775 To George Washington from Colonel Henry Knox, 17 December 1775, Founders Online, 
http://founders.archives.gov/ documents/Washington/03-02-02-0521-0001. 

1775-1776 Diary, 20 November 1775 to 13 January 1776, Henry Knox Papers IL 
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Analysis of Military Campaigns associated with Fort George and Environs, Lake George, New York 
Cultural Resource Inventory 

Table 6. Summar of 18 th-centur archeological sites within the Town and Village of Lake Gear e. 

Map 10PRHP Site Site I Description Approximate 
Number No. Identifier I location 

1 11302.000003/ Bloody Pond Site of one of three separate engagements Bloody Pond, 

Resource ID 

1755-3; I" 302.0 ,0031 Massacre which are known as the '"Battle of Lake east of Route 9 1755-B1 
Site George" between the French & English and 

their Indian Allies on Sept 8, 1755. 250 men 
from Fort Edward surprised a party of 300 
Canadians and Indians here and under 

iCaptain McGinnis overwhelmed them. The 
islaughtered were thrown in to the pond, 
iwhich gave it its name. ----

2 r 302.000002 Fort Gage Site of military outpost occupied by the South of Fort 1758-8 
British from Fort William Henry in 1757 as an William Henry, 
outpost previous to the attack by Dieskau between 
[mis-information recorded on site form, see Northway and 
resource form 1758-8). Route 9 

3 11302.000005 I Fort George Earthworks of military outpost constructed in East of Fort 1759-1 
1759 by Commander Lord Jeffrey Amherst, George Road, 
but never completed. Abandoned in 1777, but northeast of 
re-occupied after Battle of Saratoga by Garrison Lane 
American troops. Captured by Major Carlton 
in 1780. 

4 11302.000008 Diamond Relics from the Colonial War period have Diamond 11755-8 

I 

Island been found on the lake Bottom near the Island 
Battlefield island; in 1777, the British were moving large 

quantities of supplies and storing them on 

~ 
the island; the Americans attempted to seize 
the island, but were defeated. 

11302.000010 Diamond IA peace monument was erected on the Diamond 1755-8 
Island Site northern end of the island, the inscription Island 
[ALB 116) reads, "Peace Here the conqueror of many 

wars 1666-1777, French Armies passed this 
island under Courcelles 1666, St. Helene 
1690, Manteth 1693, Vaudreull 1745, Dieskau 
1755, Montcalm 1757-1758, Colonist-English 
army under Abercrombie and Howe after 
defeat 400 here encamped, Island called 
Diamond 1777, Two companies 47th British 
Infantry Co. Montresor and Capt. Aubrey 
fortified and Sept 24th defeated Americans 
23 days before British surrender at 
Saratoga .. .""; chert flakes also found south of 
the monument. 

6 11302.000017 IWiawaka NRL; 'The Sunken Fleet of 1758"" remnants Southern Lake 
Bateau Site on the bottom of Lake George. They along George 

with the Land Tortoise, the sloop Halifax and 

1
dozens more bateaux were intentionally 

I scuttled to rotect them from French atrols. 
---I 

7 11302.000018 Birch Avenue NRE; artifacts uncovered include: axes, West of 1759-10 
Military metal buttons, gun flints, gun parts, coins Evergreen 
Encampment cannon balls, musket balls, hand blown Cemetery 

green bottle glass, plain and decorated and 
delftware [See Collamer 1993, 1994, 1997). 
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l\nalysis of Military Campaigns associated with Fort George and Environs, Lake George, New York 
Cultural Resource Inventory 

~ 
OPRHP Site Site I Description Approximate Resource ID 
No. Identifier location ----

!National Historic Landmark (NHL), 
ei:_ 

11302.000019 Radeau Land Northeast of 
Tortoise Discovered in 1990, this 51 foot vessel was Tea Island 
Wreck Site built by the Royal and Provincial forces in 

1758. It is remarkably intact for a vessel of its 
age and has provided information about the 
construction of radeaux in the 18th century 
which up unto this point was unobtainable. 

9 11302.000032 British !Built in 1758; houses and street built on the North of 1758-2 
Advanced I site in the 20th-century. Prolyn Road 
Guard and 

I Dock Site 
10 111302.000033 Fortified INo more information. East of Fort 1758-11 

11 1302.000051 

British camp I 
George Road, 

site 
I 

northeast of 
!Garrison Lane - -11 I Brookside ,Single lead musket ball. North of Route 

1Historic Site 9L 
12 11302.000054 Lake George NRL; both historic and precontact artifacts East of Fort 

Battlefield including 5 chert flakes, 1 chert biface, 1 George Road, 
Campground delftware fragment, and 1 pipe stem (See northeast of 
Prehistoric Curtin 2001]. Garrison Lane 
Site 

13 11341.000002 Fort William NRL; historic military site. The original fort South of 1755-6 

L_ I Henry was constructed in 1755 by Major General Beach Road 
William Johnson during the French and 
Indian War for protection against the French 
invasion. Johnson named the site for the 

randson of Kin George II. 
i14 11341.000007 

!
Montcalm This site was a portion of the interconnecting Montcalm 1757-1 
Street Site Montcalm's fortifications which played a role 

1

street in 
in the communications of the French Army between 
during the French and Indian War. Ottawa and 

r I 
Iroquois 
Streets 

11341.000019 Nimo Human The excavation and removal of a human Northwestern 1755-1780 
Skeleton skeleton on Mohican Street; most likely the corner of Military 

remains of a young 18th-century soldier. Mohican and Burials 

'I Canada 

'----- 1Streets 

16 111341.000025 Submerged 18th-century bateau is likely covered by delta Off the 
13th-century sediment; it has not yet been recovered but western shore 
bateau there is a high probability it is there. of Lake 
historic site George.near 

the end of 
Scrimshaw 
Lane 

'17 11341.000028 Fort William Prehistoric and historic site with human Just south of 1755-1780 
Henry remains. 18th-century artifacts include Beach Road. I Military 
Military Rhenish stoneware, pipe stem fragments, northwest of 

1 

Burials 
Cemetery land green window glass. Fort William 
and Henry 

IPrecontact 
1Site _ _J 
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J\nalysis of Military Campaigns associated with Fort George and Environs, Lake George, New York 
Cultural Resource Inventory 

!Map 
jNumber 
18 

I 19 
I 

OPRHP Site Site 
No. Identifier 
11341.000033 Lake George 

Battlefield 
Campground 
Human 
Burials 

111341.000036 The Million 

L 
Dollar Beach 
Historic Site 

Description Approximate Resource ID 
location 

Partial remains of two people, probably of 
Euro-American descent dating to unknown 
time period (See NYSM 2011). 

North of Lake 1755-1780 
George 
Forum, east of 
Route 9, west 
of Fort George 
Road 

194 historic and precontact artifacts 1Just south of 
recovered including 18th·century artifacts Beach Road 
such as a lead musket ball and a piece of I near the 
hand-blown olive-green bottle glass; also auxiliary 
uncovered was a large circular stone feature , parking lot 
most likely an 18th·century lime kiln [See 
NYSM 2013). _ 

40 
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J\nalysis of lvlilitary Campaigns associated with Fort George and Environs, Lake George, New Yark 
Cultural Resource Inventory 

Table 7. 18th-centur National Register Listed pro perty in the Town and Villa e of Lake Gear e. 

NR number ::::rty /Status Description t ocation and P~imityto Project 

I 11 NR06215 Lake George - jNRL This historic district includes the Lake I Southern shore of Lake George, 
Battlefield George Battlefield Park, the Lake encompasses Million Dollar Beach 

92PR02515 

Park Historic George Battleground Campground and 
District !Lake George Beach State Park; 

numerous archeological sites 
associated with a series of conflicts 

w;awaka ~ 
Bateaux Site 

between c.1755 and c. 1814. 

The "Sunken Fleet of 1758" ; seven 
1758 bateaux, also known as the 
"Wiawaka Bateaux Cluster," are 25 to 
36 feet long and 4 to 5 feet wide; these 
warships lie roughly perpendicular to 
shore over a 450-foot long area, 
suggesting they were all scuttled at 
once; only the bottom planks, the 
lower part of the ribs, some cleats and 
garboards remain; stones, apparently 
used to help sink them, can be found 
on the bottom planks. 

Approximately one mile north of Lake 
George Beach on the east side of the 
lake 

95NR00819 Land Tortoise NHL 
[radeau) 

Floating gun battery, built by provincial [Located in the south basin, nearly two 
troops under the direction of Samuel miles north of Lake George Beach. 
Cobb in 1758; appears to be the sole Shipwreck Site 

j66NR00891 Adironda ck 
Forest 
Preserve 

NHL 

survivor of this class of military 
vessels unique to Lake George and 
Lake Champlain in the eighteenth 

I century; it also has been designated by 1 

-the Smithsonian Institution as "the 
oldest intact war vessel in North 
America ." 
First state forest preserve in the 
United States; established in 1885 to 

I preserve several million acres of 
____ fo_r_e_s_t _la_n_d_. 

Located in Clin ton, Essex, Franklin, 
!Fulton, Hamilton, Herkimer, St. 
!Lawrence, and Warren Counties; 
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Analysis of Military Campaigns associated with Fore George and Environs, Lake George, New York 
Cultural Resource Inventory 

Table 8. Previous surve s within the Town and Villa e of Lake George. 
Map Project/Phase Summary Citation 
ID 

2 

I ,3 

4 

5 

,6 

rs 

Proposed Pirates Cove 
Miniature Golf, Phase I 

Proposed Campground, Lake 
George Battlefield Park, 
Phase 1 

The site of Fort Gage and the old military road from Lake (Curtin 2000] 
George to Fort Edward border the project site. The Fort 
Gage site is well-defined outside the project by the record 
and descriptions of earlier investigators. The old military 
road intersects with modern Route 9 opposite the south 
end of the project. No evidence of archeological sites could 
be located through shovel testing. No additional work was 
recommended. 
The project contains several important colonial military (Curtin 2001] 
facilities. These include Fort George, the bastion of a 
partially constructed French and Indian War Fort. The 
project area also contains a portion of the site of the 1755 
Battle of Lake George, and part of the site of the 1757 
massacre subsequent to the surrender of Fort William 
Henry. French and Indian War period artifacts and 
features were recovered . Avoidance of any disturbance 
within the ro·ect is recommended. 

Victoria's Grant Subdivision, The Phase IB incorporated visual inspections of the (Arch Tech 2004) 
Phase I exposed soils in disturbed areas with the excavation of 100 

shovel tests in the remaining lots where development had 

Hampton Inn, Phase I 

Wakonda Lodge, Phase I 

------ --
PIN 1805.66.101 Site #1, 
Phase I 

not occurred. Only one glass windowpane fragment was 
recovered. No foundations, earthworks, midden areas or 
other indications of either precontact or historic 
occupation were identified. No further archeological work 
was recommended. 
One piece of white salt-glazed stoneware was uncovered (Hartgen 2003) 
from 61 screened shovel tests. No precontact or 
significant historical deposits were encountered. No 
further work was recommended . 
'No archeological deposits or sites were identified. No !(Black Drake 
further work was recommended. ______ 2007a) 

I 
Eight shovel tests were excavat ed in the Lake George (Hartgen 2005) 
portion of the project. One fragment of whiteware was 

'found. No buried archeological sites were identified and no 
further work was recommended. 

I 

Proposed Wingate Inn, Phase One precontact site ( 11341.000024] was identified and one (Landmark 2005] 
I and II historic site was identified . The Wingate Historic Site 2 was 

1 identified as a find spot where an 18th-century musket ball 
jwas found. Avoidance of the precontact site was 

1
- --- -

Lake George Special 

!
Communications Facility, 
Phase I 

I 

recommended . The location of Wingate Historic Site 2 was 

I 
located in severely disturbed soils. No further work was 
recommended for this find s ot. 
Eight shovel tests were excavated at the site of the I (Hartgen 2006] 

I 
proposed tower and along testable portions of the access 
road. No archeological resources were encountered . No 
additional work was recommended. 

-------
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Map 
ID 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

15 

[16 

Project/Phase Summary Citation --7 
Proposed Cora Court 15-Lot Two precontact sites were identified. The Bloody Pond ~ dson Mohawk 
Subdivision, Phase I Road Site was identified as a small lithic scatter . 2006] 

Avoidance of this site was recommended. A chert biface 
midsection fragment and a small thinning flake were 
uncovered at the French Mountain Site. This site may have 
been a temporary hunting camp. This site is located 
outside of the Area of Potential Effect [APE] and is not at 
risk for destruction. No further work was recommended 
for this site. 

'Wingate Prehistoric Site, Small, temporary camp utilized by a hunting and gathering j[Collamer 2007] 
Phase Ill -------+grou p robabl in the~ l/winter season. ____ _ 
Beach Road Reconstruction, 

1
The three areas of potential effects are covered by IHartgen 2011] 

Phase I twentieth-century fill deposits that greatly exceed the 
depth of the projects expected impacts. No natural soils 
were uncovered, and no archeological deposits were 

Route 9 and West Brook 
Project Area, Phase I 

West Brook Stormwater 
Facility, Phase IB and 
addendum 
Mountain's Edge Subdivision, 

1Phase I and addendum 

i Loch lea Subdivision, Phase I 

1
and II 

1 
identified . No additional work was recommended . 
The project has been subjected to extensive disturbance, 
and no precontact or historic archeological resource were 
identified. 
The project had at least 10 feet of modern fill and all 
project disturbances were within this fill. No further work 
was recommended. 
Historic Midden consisting of 20th-century artifacts were 
recovered from two shovel tests. No precontact artifacts 
were found. No further work was recommended. 

!
One precontact site and three historic sites were 
identified . The Lochlea Precontact site was identified as a 
hunting/ activity preparation area . The Lochlea Mansion 
Site was identified by seven positive tests which included 
redware, whiteware, green asbestos tiles, window glass, 
brick fragment and a cut nail. The Gatehouse Site was 
identified by brick fragments, cut nails, redware, white­
glazed stoneware, window glass, and clear bottle glass; 
the one fragment of white salt-glazed stoneware was 
produced from 1720 to 1805, as this artifact was found 
within an isolated shovel test context, eight radial 
confirmation tests were excavated; no additional 18th­
century artifacts were found within any of the eight radial 
confirmation tests excavated around Shovel Test 132. The 
Old Mill at Loch lea Historic Site was identified as 
remnants of 19th-century retaining wall and dam 
associated with a mill. These sites did not fulfill the 
requirements for National Register eligibility, and no 
further work was recommended. 

[Berger 2009] 

(Birchwood 2012; 

Black Drake-2007b] I 
(Colla mer 2006; 

I
Collamer & 
Associates 2008] 
I (Hartgen 2009a, b) 

Diamond Lookout Subdivision No cultural features were identified and no archeological j(Birchwood 2009] 
Project, Phase I sites were found . No further work was recommended . 
West Brook Conservation No sites were identified . Two precontact artifacts were ![Birchwood 2012] 
Initiative Project, recovered . 69 historic artifacts were recovered. All historic 
S~Eplemental Phase I B artifacts were uncovered from fill. 
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Map 1Project/Phase 
ID 

!Summary Citation 

18 Shower Building and 
Water/Gas Lines 
Replacement, Phase I 

119 shovel tests were excavated. One precontact site was 
identified, the Lake George Battlefield Campground 
Precontact Site was identified as a site consisting of 3 
deposits of lithic remains. Avoidance of locus 2 was 
recommended. 18th·century artifacts were recovered, such 
as a iece of delft and a musket ball. 

[New York State 
Museum 2009) 

19 Proposed Brookside Estates 
Development, Phase I, II, and 
Additional Phase II 

Lead musket ball and precontact artifacts uncovered 
during the Phase I. During the Phase II, there was limited 
metal detecting in the vicinity of the musket ball find . No 
significant historic archeological materials found during 
the Phase II for the Brookside Historic Site. Additional 
precontact artifacts were found during the Phase II for the 
Brookside Precontact Site and this site was recommended 

I for a hase Ill. 

l
(Curtin 2009a, b, c, 
2010) 

20 !Carr Condominium Project, No archeologi_c_a_l -si-te_s_w_ e_r_e-id_e_n_t-if-ie_d_i_n-the Phase I. No [Black Drake 

I identified earthen features associated with the 18th·century Research 2006) I Phase I and Additional Phase I further work was recommended. Additional work 2010a; Taconic 

---+--- occu pation of the Birch Avenue Historic Site. 
21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

372 Bloody Pond Road, Phase No potentially significant deposits were identified. No (Black Drake 2013) 
I recontact remains were found. -- --------------- ~ 

West Brook Road Sidewalk, Previous surveys on either end of the APE identified • (Hartgen 2015) 
Phase I several feet of fill through the channel of West Brook. I 

Hartgen conducted limited testing to the depth of the 
I project impacts (approximately 16 inches) and recorded fill 
throughout the APE from the mid-20th -century creation of 
the battlefield park. No battlefield artifacts were 

Million Dollar Beach Site, 
Phase I and II 

recovered and no further work was recommended. 
Two precontact sites were identified. One historic site was 
identified. 194 historic and precontact artifacts recovered 
including 18th ·century artifacts such as a lead musket ball 
and a piece of hand-blown olive-green bottle glass; also 
uncovered was a large circular stone feature, most likely 
an 18th-century lime kiln; 

The Hawley-Missale The Phase IB field reconnaissance did not recover any 
Commercial Building Project, cultural materials, which determined that the project 
Phase I would not impact any archeological sites. No further 

[New York State 
Museum 2013) 

[Hartgen 2016) 

archeological work was recommended 
I Military Sites at Gage's Hill The site of Fort Gage was partially excavated in 1975 under !(Walling 2016] 

I
T own of Lake George, Phase I the direction of Paul Huey. At that time, the area 

investigated was known as Fort Gage, however the 
footprint of the historic remains may actually have been 

I those of the Provincial Light Infantry post, occupied by Col. 
Partridge's Massachusetts's Rangers. Colonel Thomas 
Gage's own light infantry appears to have occupied the 
same height of land the following year, in 1759 when under 
the command of General Amherst. As of 2015, the site of 
Fort Gage, Major Roger 's Encampment and the Southwest 
Redoubt were situated on two lots in the Town of Lake 
George. The site of Rogers' Rangers Encampment is on an 
18 acre parcel owned by the Boychuk Family [Lot 264.03-
2-3.1 I and the Southwest Redoubt site is on the 9 acre 

arcel formerl the Ramada Hotel (Lot 264.03-2-2]. --------~---
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Map 
ID 
26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

Project/Phase 

Village of Lake George 
Evaluation and Treatment 
Plant Upgrade Initiative 
Pro· ect, Phase I 
Excavation and Removal of 
Human Remains on Mohican 
Street 
Fort William Henry Hotel 
Reconstruction, Phase I 

Beach Road Stormwater 
Project, Phase IA 

--------
[Summary 

13 shovel tests were excavated and most tests 

I 
encountered fill deposits. No archeological deposits were 
uncovered. Project clearance was recommended. 

The excavation and removal of a human skeleton on 

I 
Mohican Street; most likely the remains of a young 18th • 

centu ry soldier 
19th- and 20th-century artifacts were found during the 
excavation of trenches. Also found were four features 
associated with the Fort William Henry Hotel. One partial 
projectile point was found from an unknown provenience. 
No significant precontact or historical artifacts were 
identified during the investigation. Nor further work was 
recommended. 
Soil borings conducted to a depth of five feet determined 
that the soils in the project consist of sandy fill and that 
the project will not impact buried cultural resources to a 
depth of five feet. However, because the borings did not 
reach six to eight feet, the maximum depth of planned 
excavation, there remains a potential of encountering 
significant cultural resources within the last one to three 
feet. Monitoring is recommended for all excavation that 
exceeds five feet. 

Fenimore Woods Subdivision, An isolated precontact spear point, and two modern 
Phase I historic artifacts were uncovered. These findings were not 

• significant archeological deposits. No further work was 
~ mm ended, 

Excavation of Undocumented Partial remains of two people, probably of Euro-American 
Burial in the Lake George descent dating to unknown time period, but most likely 
[Battlefield Campground 19th century based on nails associated with a wooden 

(dec '1'._ed) coffin. 
I Birch Avenue Substation, Over 2,000 artifacts were recovered and 96 subsurface 
Phase I, II, and Ill features and visible military earthworks were identified . 

The features and artifacts found are consistent with 
occupation and use by the 18th century military. Frasier's 
map indicates that the location of Rodgers Rangers 

!
encampment or the 1758 encampment of General Gage's 
Light Infantry Brigade is near or at this location. This could 
not be verified throu h this investi at ion. 

Citation 

[Landmark 2017) 

[Starbuck 20011 

(Hartgen 1993) 

1[ACOE 2006) 

[
(Black Drake 
Consulting 201 Ob) 

[New York State 
Museum 2011) 

[Collamer 1993, 
1994, 1997) 

[ottawa Street Wastewater 
Treatment Plant, Phase I 
1-87 Fiber Optic Glens Falls­
Canada, Phase I 

This area has experienced extensive soil disturbance. No (Hartgen 1993) 
additional work was recommended. 
Four areas along the Warren County section of the [Hartgen 1999) 
corridor were selected for subsurface testing. The areas 
that were tested include Area 4 located in the Town of 
Queensbury, Areas 22 and 23, situated in the Town of 
Warrensburg, and Area 29 located in the Town of Chester. 
No subsurface testing was conducted in the town of Lake 

Geo..!':g~ 
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M~ TProject/Phase 
ID j 
35 Lake George Shoreline 

Improvement, Phase IA 

36 

37 

>--
39 

Proposed Wetland 
Restoration, Lake George 
Beach State Park, Phase IA 

Lake George Forum, Phase I 

Wildwest Stable & Ranch, 
Phase IA 

Lake George Recreation 
Center, Phase IA 

>----+---
,40 Warren County Sanitary 

Sewer, Phase I 

Summary Citation 

Backhoe trenching was recommended in areas where the (Hartgen 1997) 
excavation could exceed the known depth of fill. Of 
particular concern was a series of fortifications and 
earthworks constructed in 1757 during the siege of Fort 
William Henry such as Montcalm's third battery which was 
located near the public restrooms in the southwest corner 
of the project area. This battery was connected to the 
others by means of a fortified trench which may also be 
located in the project area. It was also recommended that 
I all construction be monitored by a qualified archeological 
consultant throughout the duration of the roject. 
Based on the extensive military activity in the area and the I (Hartgen 1998b) 
lack of good documentation on the source and extent of 
the fill, subsurface testing of the storm sewer and the 
wetland reclamation was recommended. It was also 
recommended that the wetland be tested at regular 
intervals to document the type and extent of fill in the 

pmpact area. It was suggested that the best way to test this 

~

ea was from a backhoe under the supervision of an 
x erienced archeolo ical crew. 
single artifact (gunflint) associated with the 18th century (Hartgen 2003) 

I 
military occupation of the Lake George region was 
recovered; the blond gun flint was of French origin but 

•1 British form; the immediate vicinity of the test was heavily 
disturbed from the construction of a guest cottage and its 
associated water and sewer lines. No additional 18th -

century material was recovered. Due to the scarcity of 18th• 

and 19th-century material and the modern disturbances 
from motel construction, no further work was 
recommended, 

1sawmill and logging operations--;;-nthe property from the 
1940s until 1993 greatly disturbed and modified much of 
the project. Description of the planned impact of the 
project indicated that the primary area of modification 
would be in the area at the northern end of the project that 
was already greatly disturbed. Modification in the rest of 
the project consisted of widening and grading of existing 
logging roads throughout the wooded portions of the 
property. These activities would disturb very little 
additional area. Therefore, archeological testing was not 
recommended. It was said that if modifications were later 
considered in undisturbed portions of the project, an 
archeolo ical survey would be deemed ~opriate . 
The area had been greatly disturbed, therefore, no 
archeological investi at ions were recommended. 
It was recommended that the construction of the sanitary 
sewer would not have any adverse effects upon any 
cultural resources in the area that might be eligible for 
nomination to the National R~ ster of Historic Places. 
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Analysis of Military Campaigns associated with Fort George and Environs, Lake George, New York 
Cultural Resource Inventory 

Map Project/Phase 
ID 
41 

42 

6 

Village of Lake George 
Sewage Transmission 
Facilities, Phase I and II 

SUNY Adirondack Field 
I School, 1999, 2000, 2001, 
2014, a~d 2015 

Colonial Wars 

Summary 

The subsurface testing along the portion of Montcalm 
Street between Iroquois and Canada Streets showed 
evidence of a crescent-shaped depression which was 
believed to be associated with Montcalm's first battery 
during the Siege of Fort William Henry in 1757. The 
possible association with trenches connecting other 
batteries made further subsurface exploration necessa 

Citation 

(Hagerty 1976a, b, 
C, 1978) 

Field school directed by David Starbuck, excavations at the dStarbuck 2014b) 
Southwest bastion of Fort George, barracks, possible 
blacksmith sho , hut sites, and 

In genera~ between about 1689 and 1763, the Lake George area was part of a major travel corridor through 
which numerous armies and troops traveled north and south, between quarreling groups in Canada (Montreal 
primarily) and New York (principally Albany). The corridor was the western extension of the larger area known 
as the Champlain-Hudson lowlands connecting Montreal in the St. Lawrence Valley, through the Richelieu 
River Valley and Lake Champlain, and via Wood Creek or a portage into the Hudson River Valley. This was 
also a favorable trading route. Lake George sits higher than Lake Champlain which feeds the larger lake to the 
north through La Chute River and its confluence with the lake at Ticonderoga. 

This route, while useful for those traveling northeast, was not as heavily trafficked as the Wood Creek to South 
Bay route (though modern-day Skenesborough). Both routes were critically important, and served as the focal 
point of the "borderland" clashes between the imperial powers of France (New France) to the north and 
England (New York and New England) to the south. The traders and troops involved in these various conflicts 
include European, (French, Dutch, and English, among others), Africans (in the form of freed and enslaved 
peoples), and Native Americans (including Iroquoian and Algonquian peoples). 

Below is a table that identifies the various colonial conflicts that affected the area, a brief summary of events, 
and a sense of the scale of the number of individuals who may have traveled through the area (Table 9). Of 
more particular note is the construction of Fort Burnet in the 1720s in the town of Greenwich. Although 
identified as a fort, the outpost was more likely a patrolling point as New York officials tried to interrupt the 
rampant trade between colonial interests in Albany and Montreal, despite that fact that the parent countries 
were at war. 

Table 9. Various colonial conflicts that affected the Lake George area between 1628 and 1763 [name of conflict in 
Euro ean theatre in parenthesis). 

Date Name of the War 

I 1626-1628 Mohawk-Mohican War 

1675-1676 

1689-1697 

11702-1713 

King Philip's War 

King William's War 
l[War of the League of 
;Augsburg! 

1Queen Anne 's War 

I 
I 

--, 
·Relation to Lake George 
!Likely small scattered Native settlements in and around Hudson River and 
'Lake George re ions __ 

JThough largely contained to western Massachusetts, fighting between the 

liwampanoag and European settlers extended through Connecticut, Rhode 
island, through Schaghticoke, NY, and up into Maine, likely passing through 
!the Lake George region. 

!Hundreds of French and Indian soldiers, in addition to Albany militia, likely 
,moved through the area. Saratoga settlement attacked and garrisoned for 
frhort time. First iteration of Fort Anne [Fort Schuyler) built 1692. Lake 

!George likely corridor for troO()S and scouts. 
,Peter Schuyler, Samuel Fetch, and Francis Nicholson assemble large army 
land flotilla of bateaux on Lake Champlain for Canadian expedition in 1709-

@bandoned J 
~ econd expedition with a·. large force in 1711-also abandoned 
iFort Anne replaces Fort Schuyler 
~roo ps and scouts likel}' assed through area. ---------
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I 1 720s-1730s 

9-1748 
1744-1748 

1756-1763 

!Uneasy Peace 

!war of Jenkins' Ear 

I King George's War 

!French and Indian War 
[Seven Years War) 

!Fort Burnet built (on east side of Hudson River near Schuylerville]. _J 
[Fort St. Fredrick at Crown Point constructed b~ the French 

iFort Clinton built (on west side of Hudson River near Schuylerville) =j 
Four battles at Fort Clinton, likely hundreds of French and British troops, 
,and hundreds of Native allies traveled throu gh area . 

!Beginning of sustained use of the Lake George corridor in response to the 
!French construction of Fort Carillon at Ticonderoga at the northern end of 
(Lake George. 

The first significant battle in New York during the colonial period involved the French and Iroquois occurred 
in 1609 in what is today the Town of Crown Point on Lake Champlain. The event is significant for several 
reasons. First, it demonstrated the willingness of the French to fight on behalf of their Native allies, and the 
extent to which they were able to penetrate deep into the Champlain Valley at an early date. Secondly, the 
French developed an early understanding of the geography of the Champlain Valley and the strategic 
importance of the region. This knowledge of the area likely shaped much of the actions of the colonial 
government throughout the 17th century. 

The Battle of Lake Champlain, as it later came to be known, involved an attack on a group of Mohawk warriors. 
Samuel de Champlain personally led the expedition with a group of Montagnais, Algonquin, and Huron in an 
effort to bolster his personal prestige among his allies (Stama and Brandao 2004:727). For the Native 
Americans, the battle is clearly part of a protracted and expansive conflict between the Iroquois and their 
neighbors. The French likely had little understanding of this and engaged in the battle thinking it would end 
the overall conflict, but instead it simply enflamed the situation. 

The battle was fought on a cape at the west side of the lake near present-day Crown Point. Champlain had 
hoped to surprise the Mohawk contingent, but they were aware of the French war party's approach. As a result, 
the Mohawk "began to fell trees with poor axes ... and barricaded themselves well." The following day Champlain 
used arquebuses and killed two Mohawk leaders and injured a third while several others were also killed and 
10-12 prisoners were taken (Bellico 2010:10). The battle marked the first time the Mohawk faced firearms in 
battle. The confusion caused by the firearms likely had a more dramatic impact on the enemy than the 
effectiveness of the \Veapons themselves. The Mohawk, however, regrouped and continued to press the French 
and their allies. 

The subsequent governor of New France did not share Champlain's resolve, and throughout the rest of the 
17th century, the colony focused on negotiation and diplomacy with the Iroquois. \Xlhen this failed, smaller 
skirmishes were inevitable. However, large-scale, preemptive coordinated attacks did not occur again until later 
in the century. In the meantime, the Iroquois continued to fight with their neighbors as part of the broader 
Mourning \Vars. 

French incursion against the Iroquois continued throughout the end of the 17rl1 century and beginning of the 
18th century. At the same time, French missionaries tried to secure Iroquois allegiance through proselytizing. 
French soldiers, missionaries, and traders worked throughout New York, from which they gained an intimate 
knowledge of the landscape and settlements of the region. The soldiers and volunteers became increasingly 
familiar with new, untapped agricultural lands of the Champlain lowlands and associated areas, and scouted the 
locations of future trading outposts that could draw Native traders further into the French sphere of influence. 
Their actions also had the effect of disrnpting Mohawk villages, pressuring the tribe to (at the very least) adopt 
a posture of neutrality against the French colonists and their Native allies. 

The French recognized the need to better protect its borders from incursion, especially from the Mohawk. Part 
of the answer was to engage the Mohawk and other neighboring native nations in trade. To that end, in 1700, 
French Canadians established a trading post at Pointe a la Chevelure near Crown Point (Coolidge 1989: 115). 
This outpost was not truly fortified until 1730 or 1731 however, under Sieur Hertel de la Fresniere and M. de 
la Corne with a small garrison of 20-30 soldiers. Yet, the outpost served an important purpose: to watch the 
frontier and gather useful intelligence about the defense and movement of the nearby English colonists. By the 
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Jim Shea Sr. 

40 Signal Hill 
Lake Placid, NY 12946 

(518) 637~1387 
jshea@northnet.org 
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Adirondack ParkAgency 

Home > Public Comment and Public Hearings > Request for Input Details/ Email a Comment 

Public Input Details / Email a Comment 

Applicant / Project 
NYS ORDA- Mt Van Hoevenberg Trtle~ 

Comment Period Ends: 
Monday, November 25, 2024 

APA Project ID: MVH-UMPA 

Project Description: The Olympic Regional Development Authority (OROA) and the 
Adirondack Park Agency {APA) are holding a joint public comment 
period to solicit comments for an amendment to the 1986 Mt Van 
Hoevenberg Intensive Use Area Unit Management Plan (UMP}. The 
public is invited to submit input on a draft amendment for 
modernization and repair of facilities as well as construction of 
mountain biking trails and features at Mt Van Hoevenberg. 

Specific actions lndude: 

• Repair/Maintenance: Repair Track Curves 6, 7, and 8 {for 
information, approval not required) 

• Expand/Extend Existing Facilities: Expand Elevated Walkways 
for Track, Extend/Upgrade Water and Sewer Services, Install 
Alpine Coaster Spectator Improvements 

• Rehabilitate or Replace Existing Facilities: Upgrade Existing 
Track Roof and Shade System. Start 1 Building Improvements, 
Replace Start 3 Bulldlng, Replace Refrigeration 
Building/Infrastructure 

• New Facility Construction: New Consolidated Timing/Operations 
Building (consolidation of existing buildings' functions), Site 
Improvements in The Heart, Site Improvements at Curve 10, 
Install People Mover Between Lodge Area and Curve 10 and 
Between Curve 10 and Start 1. Construct purpose-built mountain 
biking trails to UCI standards on the Town Easement lands. 

Further information can be found here: 
Draft Unit Management Plan Amendment 
Stide Show from UMPA Presentation 





APA Contact Megan PhHHps 
Adirondack Park Agency 
P.O.Box99 
Ray Brook. NY 129n 

Contact Person for Kirk Bassarab 
Project: Director of Environmental, Planning. 

and Construction 
Olympic Regional Development 
Authority 
37 Church Street. Lake Placid, NY 
12946 
Emait ordaump@orda.org 
Phone: (518) 302-5374 

APA Project Type: APSLMP Compliance 

To submit your comments for this APA project, fill In the required fields and press "Submit My 
Comments.• Your comments wlll be sent to our email. A copy of your comments will be sent to the 
email address you provide. 
If you have any issues using the below form, you may submit yoyr comments by email directly. 
Please Include "Project MVH-UMPA; NYS ORDA - Mt Van Hoevenberg; Megan Phllllps" In the subject 
line to ensure your comments are routed properly. 

Applicant/Project Title: 
INYS ORDA - Mt Van Hoevenberg 
APA Project ID: 
IMVH-UMPA 
APA contact: 
I Megan Phillips 
APA email address for this pro ect: 
SLMP _UMP _Comment 

~ name: (required) 
__ S_hea_ S_r:.;... _ _____________ ____.I enter your full name 

... hs_h_e_a ... @ ... n_orth_ ne_ t _org...._ _____________ ___.! a copy of your comments will be 
sent to this email 

My address: (optional) 
40 Signal Hil Road street 

Lake Placid city 

New York state .-

12946 postal code 

My comments: (required} 
Note: This entry form Is designed for simple text entry. Pasting text that includes page breaks, 
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Comment 1 - The existing finish building is used to weigh sleds and athletes. Each sport has specific 
measurements and weight restrictions. Three different scales are currently used. Also, during 
competition, a portion of this building is sectioned off so race officials cat'I c:t'tec:k competitors sleds. This 
space requires privacy and is not open to public viewing. 

The second building at the finish known as the athletes warming house. This facility is far from being 
efficient. In a nutshell the heating system Is not adequate, and there Is not enough square footage to 
service the flow of competitors. In addition, when events are televised the 1V production personnel use 
much of this competitor's space to store sensitiVe equipment. I would recommend doubling the size of 
the warming building and building a separate facility for the 1V personnel. 

Comment#2 - The sliding sports are exciting to watch with action packed events. Unfortunatelly, since 
the entire run is covered there are very few viewing areas for spectators. I would strongly recommend 
consideration of several Jumbotron tv's with suggested locations of curve 10 and the heart. 

To the best of my knowledge the track still has tv cameras for most of the track controlled by timing. 

It's a shame to have such a world class facility and not be able to show the public how exciting these 
sliding sports are. Even If you build a series of tv viewing areas around the track (similar to the set-up 
near the finish dock) with large 1V screens and space for spectators you would enhance the appreciation 
of these sliding sports. 

I am glad to see these facilities upgraded after 50 years of neglect. 

Thank you. 
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-.ri.ewi.ng areas around the trade (sillilar to the set-up near the finish dock) with. 
large TV screens and space for spectators you would enhance the appreciation of 
these sliding sports. 

I am glad to see these facilities upgraded after 50 years of neglect. 

Thank you. 

I Submit My Comments ( OR I Reset this fonn I 

• AgenciesApp DirectoryCountiesEvemsPrograrnsServices 

(;) Translation Services 

This page is available in other languages 

Translate 

I 



November 10, 2024 

Ms. Megan Phillips 
Adirondack Park Agency 
PO Box 99 
Ray Brook, New York 12977 

Dear Ms. Phillips: 

I am a member of the Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance, the not-for-profit "friends group" 
that supports and promotes the preservation of one of America's most hallowed grounds. 

I write to request that the APA insert an amendment to the State Land Use Master Plan to 
include the Lake George Battlefield Park and Lake George Battleground Campground in the 
listing of State-owned facilities classified as "Historic" properties within the Adirondack Park. 
I believe that a Historic classification will help protect these properties by minimizing 
topographical alterations and preserving their scenic, natural, and open space attributes. The 
change in classification would also facilitate the State's enhanced stewardship of the property to 
reflect a prioritization based on historic preservation rather than recreation. The location is a 
National Register of Historic Places-listed property referenced as the Lake George Battlefield 
Park Historic District, and clearly meets eligibility requirements for the APN.s Historic 
classification. 

These sites were the locations of key events during the French & Indian War and the American 
Revolution, are important elements of our national heritage, and are deserving of the additional 
protections that the Historic designation will afford. 

Sincerely, 

~~~ 

MarkAxen 
950 Harrisburg Rd 

s,ony Creek NY 12878-1745 



Lawrence Lee 
P.O. Box 194 
94 Racquette Flow Road 
Piercefield, NY 12973 

Megan Phillips 
Director of Planning 
Adirondack Park Association 
Box99 
Ray Brook, NY 12977 

Ms Phillips, 

RECEIVED 
ADIRONDACK PARK AGENCY 

NOV t 5 2024 

For over 14 years I have been a full time resident of Piercefield, NY, a St. 
Lawrence county town within the Adirondack Park. I am writing to voice my 
opposition to the APA amending the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan in 
order to permit more motorized vehicle access and equipment use within the 
Adirondack Park. 

During my time in the Adirondack Park I have seen increased snowmobile, ATV 
and other electric motor traffic. I have seen increased use of dirt bikes and 
scooters. This has led to an increase in noise and pollution and has been to the 
detriment of the wild character of the Adirondack Park. It is contrary to keeping 
lands withing the Adirondack Park, Forever Wild. 

I urge you not to weaken motor vehicle restrictions within the Park. 

Sincerely, 

Lawrence Lee 
518-534-8924 
flowfolks@gmail.com 
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RECEIVED 
ADIRONDACK PARK AGENCY 

NOV t 5 2024 
November 12, 2024 

180 South Main Avenue 

Albany, MY 12208 

RE: ASLMP Draft Amendments 

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning 
Adirondack Park Agency 
PO Box 99 
Ray Brook, NY 12977 
(518) 891-4050 

Dear Ms. Phillips: 

Thank you for allowing me to comment on the proposed Adirondack State Land Master 
Plan (ASLMP) Amendments. While I understand the need for handicapped access, I am 
completely opposed to the weakening of any existing protection of the Forest Preserve, 
particularly related to Wilderness areas. 

At the workshop years ago, John Banta, who was then the APA attorney, stated that 
"The Forest Preserve should be a refuge from technology." This made a lot of sense to 
me. NY has a State Park System which can facilitate handicapped access. So can DEC 
Campgrounds within the Forest Preserve. There's also the Galusha agreement and the 
CP-3 program. Furthermore, motorized access is permitted in Wild Forest areas. 
Consequently, I see no reason to compromise our Wilderness areas in the Adirondacks. 
Wilderness is rare and precious. A place can either be Wilderness or ADA compliant. It 
cannot be both. 

Finally, there' is no reason for these proposed amendments since neither the APA nor 
DEC have given any public evidence that the U.S. Justice Dept. is forcing the APA to 
amend the ASLMP to comply with federal ADA rules. 

Thank you for considering my comments. 

Sincerely 

o<(hJ)q , ~ 
David A Pisaneschi 





Megan Phillips 
Adirondack Park Agency 
P.O.Box99 
Ray Brook, NY 12977 

Dear Ms. Phillips: 

November 11, 2024 

RECEIVED 
ADIRONDACK DARK AGENCY 

NOV 15 2024 

I am a member of the Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance, the not-for-profit 
"friends group" that supports and promotes the preservation of one of 
America's most hallowed grounds. 

In that capacity, I am writing to request that the AP A insert an amendment to 
the State Land Use Master Plan to include the Lake George Battlefield Park 
and Lake George Battleground Campground in the listing of State-owned 
facilities classified as "Historic " properties within the Adirondack Park. A 
Historic classification will help protect these properties by minimizing 
topographical alterations and preserving their scenic, natural, and open space 
attributes. The change in classification would also facilitate the State's 
enhanced stewardship of the property to reflect a prioritization based on 
historic preservation rather than recreation: The property is listed on the 
Nat~onal Register of Historic Places where it is referenced as the Lake George 
Battlefield Park Historic District, so it clearly meets eligibility requirements for 
the APA's Historic classification. 

Key events took place on these sites during both the French & Indian War and 
the Americari Revolution. They are, therefore, important elements of our 
national heritage and are deserving of the additional protections that the 
Historic designation would provide. 

Sincerely;/~. 
c?J~ .. 

Fred Smith 





RANKING MINORITY MEMBER 

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION 

INTERNET AND TECHNOLOGY 

COMMITTEES 

EDUCATION 

HEALTH 

RULES 

VETERANS. HOMELAND SECURITY 
AND MILITARY AFFAIRS 

SUBCOMMITfEE ON 
NATIVE AMERICAN RELATIONS 

EMAIL: 
STEC@NYSENATE.GOV 

Megan Phillips 
Deputy Director, Planning 
Adirondack Park Agency 
P.O. Box 99 
Ray Brook, New York 12977 

Dear Ms. Phillips, 

THE SENATE 
STATE OF NEW YORK 

DANIEL G. STEC 
SENATOR, 45TH DISTRICT 

ALBANY OFFICE: 
408 LEGISLATIVE OFFICE BLDG. 

ALBANY, NY 12247 
(T) (51 8) 455-2811 

GLENS FALLS, NY 1280 I 
(T) (51 8) 743-0968 
(F) (518) 743-0336 

SATELLITE OFFICE: 
48 COURT STREET, STE. 846 

CANTON. NY I 3617 
IT) (3 I 51 229-3 195 

November 14, 2024 

I am writing to urge you to consider reclassifying Lake George Battlefield Park under the "historic use" 
designation within the State Land Master Plan instead of the "intensive use" designation under which the 
park now falls. 

The site of the Battle of Lake George in 1755, Lake George Battlefield Park played a key role in the 
development of what became the United States. The park also serves as a significant tourist draw within 
the Village of Lake George, offering green space for visitors eager to escape the crowds and admire the 
lake. 

Right now, statues are defaced with graffiti. Walkways are crumbling. Vegetation is consuming the ruins 
of the historic Fort George. 

Every day, the state Department of Environmental Conservation does admirable and important work 
managing the park and its varied uses. However, the very nature of the site, as both a historical monument 
and a tourist attraction, can expose it to unnecessary and destructive results unless care is taken to 
preserve its historic structures and artifacts. 

Members of local organizations such as the Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance are rightly troubled by 
the condition of the park and are ready and willing to assist the state however possible. 

It is my belief that reclassifying the park could better protect it from potential disturbances and uses that 
threaten the historic structures and artifacts still buried at the site. 

I urge you to consider a similar model for Lake George Battlefield Park. 

Respectfully, 

~~ 
Daniel G. Stec 
Senator, 45th District 

0 



RECEIVEU 
ADIRONDACK Pt. c,,v \GENCY 

NOV 182024· 

Dear Ms. Megan Phillips, 

7 Jason Lane 

Halfmoon, NY 12065 
November 15, 2024 

In reference to: Project APSLMP2024; Adirondack Park Agency 

I am a member of the Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance, the not-for-profit "friends 
group" that supports and promotes the preservation of one of America's most hallowed 
grounds. 

I write to request that the APA insert an amendment to the State Land Use Master 
Plan to include the Lake George Battlefield Park and Lake George Battleground 
Campground in the listing of State-owned facilities classified as "Historic" properties 
within the Adirondack Park. I believe that a Historic classification will help protect these 
properties by minimizing topographical alterations and preserving their scenic, natural, 
and open space attributes. The change in classification would also facilitate the State's 
enhanced stewardship of the property to reflect prioritization based on historic 
preservation rather than recreation. The location is a National Register of Historic 
Places-listed property referenced as the Lake George Battlefield Park Historic District, 
and clearly meets eligibility requirements for APA's Historic classification. 

These sites were the locations of key events during the French & Indian War and the 
American Revolution are important elements of our national heritage, and are deserving 
of the additional protections that the Historic designation will afford. 

Thank you for your consideration., 

Larry J. Arnold 

~ 



JEFF BROZVNA 

34 KONCI TERRACE 

LAKE GEORGE, NY 12845 

November 13, 2024 

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning 

Adirondack Park Agency 

PO Box99 

Ray Brook, NY 12977 

RE: Project APSLMP 2024; APA: Megan Phillips 

Lake George Battlefield Park and Lake George Battlefield Campground 

Support for State Master Plan Amendment to "Historic Use" designation 

Dear Ms. Phillips, 

NOV 18 2024 

By way of introduction, I am a former Board President of the Lake George Land Conservancy, a 
former trustee of the Ft. George Alliance and a year-round resident of the Adirondack Park. I am very 
familiar with the historic and land preservation significance of these two sites. These lands filter 

runoff and protect the water quality of nearby Lake George. Native American artifacts have been 
recovered on this property that are up to 8,000 years old. This land was the location of the Battle of 
Lake George in 1755, the Fort William Henry Massacre in 1757 and several annual military 

encampments in the French and Indian War and Revolutionary War. These lands are the final 

resting place for hundreds of soldiers and other civilians who defended freedom during these wars. 
Since the 1820s, they have drawn historic tourism to the area thus improving the economy of 
adjoining communities. As a former historic tour guide at the battlefield, I can testify that this land 
and their monuments have historic and archaeological significance that rival such outstanding 

properties as the Crown Point Preserve and Rogers Island. These lands are on the National Register 
of Historic Places. These are precious and unique heritage sites for all the people of New York State 
that deserve much more protection and preservation than they currently receive. 

THEREFORE, I STRONGLY SUPPORT AMENDING THE MASTER PLAN TO DESIGNATE THESE TWO 
PROPERTIES AS "HISTORIC USE". I support the efforts of the Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance 
and others who wish to extend the appropriate level of protection to these two sites. Thank you. 

Respectfully, 

~'"6B~ 
Jeff Brozyna 





KaylaMucia 
12 Wildwood Est. 
Plattsburgh, NY 12901 

November 19, 2024 

Adirondack Park Agency 
PO Box 99 
Ray Brook, NY 12977 

Dear APA Planning: 

'-1ECEIVEO 
ADIRr''· ,,·,.:c,-~K o.Ll,RK AGENCY 

NOV 2 2 2024 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan 
(APSLMP). 

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all 
people. 

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide 
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness. 

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles. These 
are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a reasonable 
accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for Wilderness, 
Primitive, and Canoe areas. 

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and responsible, 
both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The current practice of 
determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be created. 

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred tool for 
determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes ecological, physical, 
and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects is fundamentally 
incomplete. 

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to climate 
change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans. 

Sincerely, 1§-v------
Kayla Mucia 



Karen Batt 
11069 NY-12 
Remsen, NY 13438 

November 19, 2024 

Adirondack Park Agency 
PO Box 99 
Ray Brook, NY 12977 

Dear AP A Planning: 

RECEIVED 
ADIRONDACk" -::, ;, ri, GENCY 

NOV 2 2 2024 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land 
Master Plan (APSLMP). 

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve 
for all people. 

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or 
provide adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness. 

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor 
vehicles. These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not 
considered a reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, 
as it would for Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas. 

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and 
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The 
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be 
created. 

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the 
preferred tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly 
includes ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not 
include all aspects is fundamentally incomplete. 

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related 
to climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans. 

Sincerely, 
/...(c.;~1..., /) }, 8 ,:tr 
Karen Batt 



Jeff LaMarca 
62 Fennell St 
Skaneateles, NY 13152-1123 

November 19, 2024 

Adirondack Park Agency 
PO Box 99 
Ray Brook, NY 12977 

RECEIVED 
ADIRONDACK PARK ,tl.GENCY 

NOV-2 2 2024 

RE: Proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan 

Dear AP A Planning: 

The Adirondack Forest Preserve is one of the very last remaining pockets of space in the United States that is 
not overrun with development. The Forever Wild article and the Adirondack Park Agency Act have created a 
unique and priceless sanctuary that offers the possibility to escape the noise and pollution of roads, cars, 
airplanes and other technologies, and enjoy time in a clean, peaceful, natural environment. 

Machines - which pollute the air, disturb the ground, and destroy the peace - do belong in these precious 
remaining preserves. The United States is already laced with 4 million miles of roads - enough to circle the 
globe 505 times. Motor vehicle users have more than enough space to roam without spoiling every last bit of 
remaining wilderness. 

Americans with Disabilities deserve access to public resources - within reason. If a person is paralyz:ed from the 
neck down, how can they visit the summits of all 46 high peaks? They would need to be driven. Should the 
APA therefore approve a highway to the top of every high peak, in the name of accessibility? 

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor 
vehicles. These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not 
considered a reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, 
as it would for Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas. 



4 Harvey Road 
North River, NY 12856 

November 20, 2024 

Megan Phillips 
Adirondack Park Agency 
PO Box99 
Ray Brook, NY 12978 

Re: Public Comments about the 2024 Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land 
Master Plan 

I am a disabled 90 year old man with a home in the Adirondacks. I am no longer able to 
walk on trails, an experience I used to enjoy. I realize that these hikes are something I must 
forego. 

I oppose the use of OPDMDs and all motorized vehicles in the Adirondack Forest Preserve 
except for emergencies. 

Sincerely, 

Alan C Hasselwander 



ERIC W. LAWSON, ESQ. (Ret.) 
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW 

Arbitration - Mediation 

Telephone: (518) 587-0403 E-mail: erblawson@gmail.com 

11 WHITNEY PLACE 

SARATOGA SPRINGS, NEW YORK 12866 

November 21, 2024 

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director 
Of Planning 
Adirondack Park Agency 
POBox99 
Ray Brook, NY 12977 

RECEIVED 
ADIRONDA.C_,. ;::i_,,91.,: ~GENCY 

NOV 2 2 2024 

RE: Amendments to the State Land Master Plan: 

Dear Ms. Phillips: 

My wife and I have had a lengthy history of involvement in the Adiroindack Park. We 
purchased land in Essex County shortly before the first land designations within the 
Park were promulgated. Our property is in the Rural Development classification and 
over many years we have participated in the 480a management scheme for forest land. 

An important consideration for the commitment we feel toward the Adirondacks has 
been the fact that a significant portion of the Park has been designated Forever Wild, a 
classification that assures that these lands shall remain "forever" untouched by human 
experience, a place of perpetual serenity and a reminder of the delicate balance between 
nature and humankind that is essential for our survival. 

Recent efforts by the AP A and the State Department of Environmental Conservation to 
accommodate to the American with Disabilities Act by permitting motorized vehicles to 
intrude into Wilderness areas of the Park are misplaced. These changes breach the wall 
that has protected these delicate acres in the Forever Wild Classification for a half 
century. Once broken, by permitting motorized access by even a carefully defined 
population, future expansions become inevitable to the irreversible detriment of the 
Forever Wild status of a significant portion of the Adiroindack Park. 

We urge the AP A and the NYS DEC to find alternative solutions that will satisfy their 
obligations under the ADA. 

Si~c?"rely yo~_ ,,.. ----~ 
~ / //f;v".,.,-V - I 
-lfu ;! ,1~ Lw-sn-. 
Ericand'l3everly Lawson 



ssmith@gmavt.net 

From: 
Sent 
To: 
Cc: 

ssmith@gmavt.net 
Thursday, November 21, 202410:32 AM 
apaumpcomments@apa.ny.gov 
'Cathy Pedler'; 'Marjorie Kelting'; Susan Smith 

RECEIVED 
ADIRONDACK p ~oL( llGENCY 

NOV 21 ":t14 .. ,.(.. . 

Subject: comments on apa suggested regulations changes attm Megan Phillips 

Greetings, I would like to comment on the proposed changes to the SLMP on the proposed change to allow the use of 
beaver control structures thus allowing beavers to not be killed but to allow them ion state lands. 

We at Shatagee Woods Chapter of ADK in the Northeastern Adirondacks strongly support the use of beaver control 
structures which mitigate the beaver/human conflicts by installing a built pond leveler(to prevent flooding) and culvert 
protection devices (to prevent beavers from clogging culverts). 

Beaver created wetlands and ponds have many benefits especially in the time of climate change. The last two summers 
have made it very clear we now experience very different high volume rain storms that cause excessive flooding and 
erosion. Beaver dams can slow the flow of water, thus allowing more water to be absorbed into the water table. ( Along 
with the excessive, destructive rains we can expect drought periods.) 

The beaver created wetlands provide many benefits to habitat and diversity. of wildlife. Waster quality is improved by 
allowing sediments to fall to the bottom of the pond instead of choking streams and lakes. 

A question that I have is: what is a "right sized" culvert for beavers? Beavers can clog any size culvert. Another 
question is .: does "permitted" mean it requires a permit or it is allowed? 

Since building these beaver control devices each has its own challenges it is recommended that trained people, such as 
Skip Lisle or Mike Callahan build them. 

It will be very beneficial to our State Lands to create more ponds and wetlands. 

Susan Smith 
Shatagee Woods ADK Chapter 
803-373-7942 

1 
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November 25, 2024 

Megan Phillips 
Deputy Director, Planning 
Adirondack Park Agency 
P.O. Box 99 
Ray Brook, NY 12977 

Dear Megan, Phillips, 

Kathy Regan 
250 Alstead Hill Lane 

Keene, NY 12942 

RECEIVED 
ADIRONDACK PARK AGENCY 

NOV-27 2024 

I spoke in Wilmington at the Public Meeting on October 23rd and am submitting these 
written comments to the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land 
Master Plan (APSLMP). I understand the amount of work and coordination that goes into 
such a project and appreciate the effort the staff have taken. The majority of changes 
suggested are good, but I do have a few concerns and suggestions. 

I do not like that a classification action (Four Peaks Tract) has been added into this 
amendment package; even though I agree with the proposed classification category of 
Wild Forest. I believe that keeping classification actions as a separate package enable 
the people to better evaluate alternatives. 

I couldn't find current figures for unclassified land on the web page. The data listed was 
from 2021 for 4,657 acres of unclassified State land, but there was a classification action 
in 2023 which classified 5,818 acres. Perhaps this is the only tract needing 
classification at this time. However it could appear to be a parcel that many State Land 
staff are interested in seeing classified sooner than later in order to expand upon their 
local mountain biking interests. If the number of parcels needing classification are limited 
and will be included in future APSLMP amendments, it should be stated as such. 

I like that the terms Wheelchair and Other Power-driven Mobility Device (OPDMD) have 
been defined. I do not like that the Department of Environmental. Conservation (DEC), 
unlike the Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation (OPRHP), does not 
have a policy developed for OPDMD's. On the DEC web page I could only find a 
document entitled "Procedures for Implementing Reasonable Accommodation in 
Programs and Services for Individuals with Disabilities". This is a procedure or process 

1 



provided to all State agencies to implement reasonable accommodations. The OPRHP 
policy states who may use these devices as well as what factors go into assessing when 
they can be used. A policy needs to be developed by the DEC that follows the guidance 
of the APSLMP before OPDMDs can be used. The new section on Accessibility (page 
13) should also state that a consult~tion with the Agency is required. 

I think enabling the use of beaver control devices is good. The guideline added in the 
WF land category: 

-- Beaver control structures will be permitted where beaver activity 
threatens to cause damage to stream improvement structures for fisheries 
purposes, or to prevent the introduction of invasive species 

is confusing and should be clarified. As written it suggests that we are only concerned 
with the prevention of invasive species in lands classified as Wild Forest or less 
restrictive. 

I am also in favor of enabling the Department limited use of Motor Vehicles (MV) to 
remove non-conforming uses. I believe limiting this to non-conforming structures may be 
a little short-sighted. As nervous as this makes me, I think there should be consideration 
of allowing MV use to remove some conforming structures under very strict guidelines, 
perhaps limiting it to the restoration or rehabilitation of natural conditions. 

Examples that come to mind are dam removals and stream restorations. The removal of 
Marcy Dam with the use of MV would have caused less damage to the downstream 
wetlands. The use of MV for stream restoration in the East Branch of the Ausable River 
(an area classified as Wilderness) was approved, but I don't understand how it was 
considered to be compliant with the APSLMP. With major climate events, we should 
consider this change. 

Setting up a procedure for evaluating when MV can be used in Wilderness, as was done 
for the use of non-natural materials for bridges in areas classified as Wild Forest, should 
be a priority. 

I am also in favor of restructuring Appendix II. A closer review of the language in the 
APSLMP Conservation Easement Lands (page 3) should occur to reflect the new 
terminology and acreage figures in the Appendix. As should a review of .the other 
acreage and percent figures in the first three pages of the APSLMP. And as a reminder, 
the final document is not likely to be signed by the Governor until 2025, thus changing a 
few more figures! 

2 



Thank you for this opportunity to provide public comment. The APSLMP is a critical 
document and deserves careful review prior to being amended. 

Respectfully, 

,k~ 
Kathy Regan 
(Former Deputy Director of Planning at the APA) 

3 



MATTHEW J. SIMPSON 
Assemblyman 
114th District 

November 21, 2024 

THE ASSEMBLY 

STATE OF NEW YORK 

ALBANY 

RECEIVED 
ADIRONDACK P~RK AGENCY 

NOV 2 7 2024 
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning 
Adirondack Park Agency 
PO Box 99 
Ray Brook, NY 12977 

Dear Deputy Director Phillips, 

RANKING MINORITY MEMBER 
Environmental Conservation 

COMMITTEES 
Local Governments 

Social· Services 
Tourism, Parks, Arts and 

Sports Development 

Please accept this letter as my support for the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan 
(APSLMP) specific to the language pertaining to enhanced accessibility. Each year, millions ofresidents, and out­
of-state visitors, descend upon areas designated as forever wild. These lands provide users an opportunity for 
various forms of recreation, relaxation, and a glimpse of the beautiful, aged forests. 

Without a doubt, access to these areas is a treasured asset to anyone that steps foot into New York State. Regrettably, 
efforts to make these pristine areas accessible to people with disabilities has lagged. Recently, the New York State 
Comptroller's Office conducted an audit of amenities at parks in eleven regions of the state. The review was 
completed to determine whether the Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation has taken adequate steps 
to ensure State parks and historic sites are accessible and can accommodate persons with disabilities, including 
meeting state and federal requirements. One of the key findings provided in the August 10, 2023, report, 
Accessibility for People with Disabilities, was that many of the amenities at the 40 parks were ADA compliant, 
however, accessibility could potentially be improved, should Parks seek to exceed the minimum requirements. 

To that end, I feel that the proposed changes to the APSLMP are a shift in the right direction. Revising existing 
definitions and including language to define Other Power-Driven Mobility Device (OPDMD) will provide increased 
access for people with disabilities to many areas, including the Santanoni Preserve in Newcomb. As the gatekeeper 
to the permitting process, the Department of Environmental Conservation is in place to strike the proper balance 
between allowable use by OPDMDs and protection of our natural resources. 

The Adirondack Park is a treasure that should be available to everyone. I urge you to approve the proposed 
amendments. 

Sincerely, 

Matthew J. Simpson 
114th Assembly District 

ALBANY OFFICE: Room 721, Legislative Office Building, Albany, New York 12248 • 518-455-5565, FAX: 518-455-5710 
DISTRICT OFFICE: 4 Southwestern Avenue, Suite 3, Queensbury, New York 12804 • 518-792-4546, FAX: 518-792-5584 

EMAIL: simpsonm@nyassembly.gov 



Beverly Reynolds 
' 7a Charlotte Ave 
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Dear Megan, 

RECEIVED 
ADIRONDACK PARK AGENCY 

NOV 2 9 2024 

I am writing in regards to the proposed amendments to the APSLMP. I'm 

sure you get a lot of comments, so I will try to keep this brief. My two main 

concerns are the new accessibility section and the revised motor vehicle 

definition. As currently written in the ACCESSIBILITY section, "The DEC is 

responsible for interpreting federal regulations and guidance to determine where 

the use of Other Power Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs} may be appropriate." 

This statement gives the DEC too much unregulated power. While I respect and 

thank the DEC for their work, this statement gives them permission to allow 

OPDMDs anywhere in the park, which is not right. By not setting specific 

guidelines, such as the NYSOPRHP has done in their document on the issue {I have 

included it for your reference), confusion and inconsistency wiH occur for both the 

DEC and patrons wishing to use OPDMDs. The areas in the Adirondacks are much 

larger and more varied than jn NY State Parks, but allowing the DEC unregulated 

control opens the door for users/organizations to pressure the DEC to allow 

OPDMDs in areas where they should not be allowed as per the guidelines in the 

APSLMP. This statement should be rewritten and specific guidelines set forth to 

be followed by persons wishing to use OPDMDs. 

On that note, the amendment to the (24) Motor Vehicle definition "but 

does not include wheelchairs or other power driven mobility devices" is 

unacceptable. This means that OPDMDs may be used (with DEC permission, as 

currently written) in sensitive areas such as wilderness, canoe, and primitive 

areas1 which should not be aHowed. Doing so would cause undue environmental 

and ecological damage and is not consistent with the 'forever wild' clause and its 

subsequent protections for these and other areas. To prevent damage, gas 

powered devices should be expressly prohibited in wilderness, primitive, and 

canoe areas, and their use regulated in wild forests, intensive use areas, and 

historic areas. The use of OPDMDs, especially gas powered OPDMDs, in 



wilderness areas undermines the very wilderness that users would be seeking to 

experience. Please either change the motor vehicle definition, or set specific 

regutations for gas/fuel and battery powered OPDMDs in all protected areas, 

including the prohibition of gas powered (combustion engine) OPDMDs in 

wilderness, primitive, and canoe areas. The wilderness in the Adirondacks and 

Catskills is the only such land in NY, which is why protections were implemented 

in the first place, and we cannot allow their protections to be compromised by 

the proposed amendments. Please change the amendments and keep the wild 

areas wild. 

With sincerity and respect, 

Beverly Reynolds 

skierbop@msn.com 

78 Charlotte Ave. 

Hamburg, NY 14075 
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Section: 
Operations 

Purpose 

New York State 
Parks. Recreation and 
Historic Preservation 

Policy Title: 
Use of Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices 
in Outdoor Areas of New York State Parks & 
Historic Sites 

Directive: 
OPR-POL-024 

Effective Date: 
04/01/2022 

The New York State Office of Parks, Recreation & Historic Preservation (OPRHP) is committed to 
enabling the use and enjoyment of the State park system by persons with disabilities. The United 
States Department of Justice (DOJ) rules implementing the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 
require public entities to allow people with disabilities who use manual or power wheelchairs or 
scooters, and manually-powered mobility aids such as walkers, crutches, and canes, to use such 
devices in any areas open to pedestrian use. A public entity must also make reasonable 
modifications in its policies, practices, or procedures to permit the use of other types of power­
driven mobility devices (OPDMDs) by individuals with mobility disabilities, unless the entity can 
demonstrate that the type of OPDMD cannot be operated because of legitimate safety 
requirements or damage to natural resources. 

Definitions 

Other power-driven mobility device (OPDMD}: Any mobility device powered by batteries, fuel, 
or other means -whether or not designed primarily for use by individuals with mobility 
disabilities - used by individuals with mobility disabilities, including golf carts, electronic 
personal assistance mobility devices (i.e., the Segway PT), or any mobility device designed to 
operate in areas without defined pedestrian routes, but that is not a wheelchair. 

Wheelchair: A manually-operated or power-driven device designed primarily for use by an 
individual with a mobility disability for the purpose of indoor or of both indoor and outdoor 
locomotion. 

Process for Assessment 

Who May Use OPDMDs: The ADA requires that people with mobility related disabilities be 
allowed to use OPDMDs, and also allows public agencies to institute reasonable restrictions on 
their use for legitimate safety reasons. The use of OPDMDs in OPRHP facilities is restricted to 
people with mobility disabilities as defined in §35.104 of Title II ofthe Americans with 
Disabilities Act. Users of OPDMDs may be asked to provide credible assurance that the mobility 
device is required because of their disability. A government-issued pass showing evidence of a 
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qualified mobility disability or any state's valid disabled parking placard or card assigned to the 
person who will be using the OPDMD constitutes credible assurance that a mobility device is 
required by the person's disability. A verbal representation is also acceptable, if the statement is 
not contradicted by observable fact. However, Staff shall not ask an individual using a 
wheelchair or OPDMD questions about the nature or extent of the individual's disability. 

Assessment Factors: OPRHP facility managers have experience with OPDMD use and application 
of the prior version of this policy since 2015. The following factors are used in determining 
whether an OPDMD can be safely used in an OPRHP facility: 

i) The type, size, weight, dimensions, and speed of the device; 

ii} The facility's volume of pedestrian traffic (which may vary at different times of the day, 
week, month, or year); 

iii) The facility's design and operational characteristics (e.g., whether its service, program, or 
activity is conducted indoors, its square footage, the density and placement of 
stationary devices, and the availability of storage for the device, if requested by the 
user); 

iv) Whether legitimate safety requirements can be established to permit the safe operation 
of the other power-driven mobility device in the specific facility; and 

v) Whether the use of the other power-driven mobility device creates a substantial risk of 
serious harm to the immediate environment or natural or cultural resources, or poses a 
conflict with land management laws and regulations. 

Land Classifications: Outdoor Developed Area Paths (e.g., through developed lawn areas, 
boardwalks or any other routes that pedestrians use). 

Paved Trails 
Typical examples of Paved Trails are Bicycle Class I (Greenway Trails} and developed or 
interpretive hiking trails. Paved trails are typically multi-use trails but in some high-use areas 
may be designated for foot traffic only. Tread width can vary from 5 to 14 feet with additional 
shoulder width. Considering the factors listed above, the characteristics of an OPDMD could 
affect other trail users based on the volume of pedestrian traffic and operational characteristics 
of the trail. These trails are typically high capacity, high volume, two-way traffic areas, where a 
width restriction allows for safe passing of other OPDMDs, bicycles and pedestrians. 

Wide Unpaved Trails 
Typical examples of wide unpaved trails are natural surface (unpaved) fire and park roads, 
carriage roads, and mowed trails, usually greater than 8 feet in width. These trails are typically 
wide enough for one-way vehicle traffic, and this width restriction allows for safe passing of 
other OPDMDs, bicycles, and pedestrians. 
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Standards for Outdoor Developed Area Paths, Paved Trails and Wide Unpaved Trails: 

• Size: 
OPDMDs shall not be wider than 48" (this width is needed in order to safely allow two 
OPDMDs to pass, and to allow OPDMDs to pass between bollards designed to prevent 
street vehicles operated by people without mobility disabilities from accessing the 
trails}. 

• Weight: 
The overall weight of the device and user(s) shall not exceed 550 pounds (the weight 
limit is designed to limit heavier loads for two reasons. Heavier loads may cause 
damage to trails. Heavier devices may also be unstable on surfaces that may not be 
able to accommodate heavier loads safely). 

• Speed: 
OPDMDs shall not be operated at speeds in excess of 5 miles per hour (some paths or 
trails may be unpaved, and steeper than long-distance trails and any faster speeds 
would lead to soil erosion. Also, other paths and paved trails are more heavily used, 
and the lower speed limit is needed for the protection of other path or trail users). 

• Noise: 
OPDMDs shall not produce noise levels in excess of 70 decibels (this is a recognized 
maximum safe noise level). 

• Emissions: 
OPDMDs shall not exceed zero emissions during use (only manually or 
battery/electricity operated devices are permitted). 

These trails include natural surface (unpaved), and often unimproved, narrow gauge tread 
(generally 18-36" tread width and maximum 6' corridor width), suitable for foot travel such as 
hiking, and/or multiple use activities, including mountain biking, and/or horseback riding. These 
are typically narrow trails; two-way traffic would require users to venture off-trail at risk of 
personal injury and harm to natural resources when overtaking or allowing passage. 

Standards for Pedestrian (foot) or Multi-Use Single Track Trails: 

• Size: 
To protect other users on these trails, as well as their natural resources, only in-line 
OPDMD devices will be allowed. These OPDMDs should be smaller-sized and not 
exceed 26" in maximum width and have a maximum wheel width of 6". 

The weight, speed, noise and emissions restrictions in the standards for the other land 
classifications above also apply to devices used on these pedestrian or multi-use trails. 

In some facilities, these pedestrian or multi-use single track trails may be found in natural or 
remote areas and feature steep or uneven terrain, which may mandate additional caution 
and/or protections for natural resources. To protect patron safety and the area's natural 
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resources, it may be appropriate to preclude use of OPDMDs on these trails, or subject them to 
recurring seasonal or other restrictions. The facility managers should identify these trails in 
advance as not available to wheelchairs or OPDMDs and ensure that information is posted at the 
facility and on the Agency's websites and apps. 

Policy Statement 

If the OPDMD meets the standards for the land classifications described above an individual 
does not need to request access. 

Exception 

On a temporary basis, the facility manager may use the assessment factors and land 
classification to consider whether the characteristics of the OPDM D and on-site conditions such 
as the volume of traffic and operational characteristics of the area or seasonal conditions (e.g. 
flooding, rockslides, wildfires, crowds, etc.) could affect the safety of other users or the user of 
the OPDMD and may preclude use of the OPDMD. An articulable, legitimate safety concern may 
exist temporarily under certain seasonal conditions in specific areas of a park or historic site; 
however, OPDMDs should be allowed to the extent those temporary conditions are alleviated. 

Prohibition 

Gas-powered OPDMD 
One type of OPDMD is a mobility device powered by a gas-fueled engine using natural gas, 
gasoline, diesel, synthetic or biofuel, or a combination thereof, including all-terrain vehicles 
(ATV), carts, off-road bikes, motor scooters, motorcycles, tractors and vehicles (whether two, 
three, or four wheeled). 

OPDMDs equipped with gas-fueled engines will largely be prohibited in many park settings due 
to risks outlined below; however, the risks associated with gas-powered devices warrant an 
individualized assessment of the device's operating condition, operator's knowledge of existing 
conditions and restrictions, and the intended itinerary. This will reduce the risk of safety hazards 
arising from conflicting use of facilities and trail conditions. Consultation has not presented an 
unreasonable burden to users; virtually all state park facilities are staffed and have the capacity 
to review the request on-site and consult without undue delay. 

OPRHP facilities possess significant natural topographical features and ecological resources that 
are managed to support a wide range of plant and animal communities in harmony with public 
recreation. Gas-powered OPDMDs present a substantial risk of harm to operators, visitors, and 
the immediate environment due to their internal combustion engines and relatively large 
dimensions, weight, driving range and/or horsepower. 

Additional risks posed by gas-powered devices are detailed as follows: 

• Volatile fuels present a risk of fire created by ignition systems and the heat of engine 
combustion. 



DocuSign Envelope ID: 24F22598-519C4268-97A7-F63580716327 

• Fuel tanks may leak or fuel may spill during refueling. Fuel leaks damage the 
environment and may cause fire. 

• Engine noise can produce a significant zone of disturbance to native wildlife and can 
negatively impact visitor experience. Noise presents a health risk to park users when it 
exceeds 70dB, which the World Health Organization has set as a maximum safe noise 
level in the workplace. Many gas-powered devices, such as ATV and motor bikes, have 
the capacity to routinely exceed this threshold level under otherwise normal operating 
conditions. 

• The exhaust of small internal combustion engines may pose an air quality risk for park 
visitors and employees. 

Other Notes: 

• OPRHP facilities may post lower speed limits intended for all users that reflect path or trail 

conditions. 

• Wheelchairs and OPDMD users must operate their devices in a safe manner, consider the 
nature of the path or trail and the other users. 

• Wheelchairs or OPDMDs must always stay on designated paths or trails. Exceptions can be 
made when crossing turf or lawn areas or crosswalks to leave or rejoin a path or trail as 
necessary. 

• When required by New York State law,, wheelchair or OPDMD users shall wear protective gear 
or an appropriate helmet while operating their vehicles. 

Forms 

No forms. 

Other Related Information 

U.S. Department of Justice, Civil Rights Division, Disability Rights Section. Wheelchairs, Mobility 
Aids, and Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices. https://www.ada.gov/opdmd.htm 

History 

04/01/2022 Substantial revisions, including removal of permits for OPDMDs, and providing 
guidance on device specifications for certain types of trails. 

07/15/2015 Policy created and effective immediately. 



Rq6ST 
REGIONAL OFFICE of SUSTAINABLE TOURISM 

November 27, 2024 

John Ernst, Chair 
New York State Adirondack Park Agency 
PO Box 99 
Ray Brook, NY 12977 

RECEIVED 
ADIRONDACK PARK AGENCY 

NOV 2 9 2024 

SUBJECT: 2024 Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State 
Land Master Plan 

Dear John Ernst: 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the 2024 Proposed 
Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan. The Regional Office of 
Sustainable Tourism (ROOST) is excited by the opportunity to update this important 
planning and regulatory document. 

At ROOST, the destination marketing, management, and development organization 
serving Essex, Hamilton, and southern Franklin Counties in New York State, our 
mission is to enrich the lives of community members economically and socially by 
managing and diversifying the tourism economy. Toward this goal, ROOST is 
appreciative of the New York State Adirondack Park Agency's efforts to update the State 
Land Master Plan (SLMP) to address accessibility, climate change, and visitor use 
management, as well as to classify newly-acquired State lands. In aggregate, ROOST 
supports efforts to diversify recreation opportunities on the Forest Preserve and to 
manage use to avoid externalities that may impact residents, visitors, and the 
environment. 

In reviewing the proposed SLMP amendments, ROOST offers the following comments: 

Being a listed action in a completed UMP is a requirement for many State land 
1. management projects that benefit both residents and ~sitors, as wel~ ~s the . 

environment. These include parking improvemen~, s1gnage, and critical trail 
reroutes. ROOST is supportive of efforts to ~xped1t10usly complete all 
outstanding UMPs and to ensure each is reVIewed on a ~ve-y:ar cycle. 

2. Holistic Visitor Use Management provides an opportumty to improv~ 
stewardship of Forest Preserve lands. Incorporating thi~ framework m a . 
comprehensive manner across UMPs will produce meanmgful recommendations 
that benefit regional stakeholders. 

· S t L k Pl c·d New York - www.ROOSTadk.com 
Regional Office of Sustainable Tourism - 2608 Mam tree , a e a 1 , 



3. Climate change presents significant risks to the Forest Preserve as well as private 
lands. Considering potential impacts from climate change, including flooding, on 
private lands adjacent to and downstream from State lands during the UMP 
development and review process will help to reduce unintended risks, mitigate 
undue damage and costs from significant weather events, and ensure local 
support for Forest Preserve management. 

4. ROOST is grateful for the consideration of accessibility in this SLMP update and 
supports efforts to provide opportunities for diverse users. 

Careful stewardship of the region's State and private land resources help to ensure a 
vibrant economy for residents and captivating experiences for visitors. Thank you for 
this opportunity to comment on the 2024 Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack 
Park State Land Master Plan and for your consideration of our comments. 

Sincerely, 

\(: µ,Uv 
Mary Jane , wrence, Chief Operating Officer 
Regional Office of Sustainable Tourism 

Topic of Presentation 
~ REGIONALOFFICE,f 
~ SUSTAINABLETOURISM 

adirondaclcs, usa 



ADIRONDACK 
Powder Skier Association 

November 25, 2024 

RECEIVED 
ADIRONDACK PARK AGENCY 

NOV 2 9 2024 

Via U.S. Mail and E-Mail (SLMP UMP Comments@apa.ny.gov) 
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning 
Adirondack Park Agency 
PO Box 99 
Ray Brook, NY 12977 

Re: APSA Comments on SLMP Amendments 

Dear Ms. Phillips, 

As you know, the Adirondack Powder Skier Association, Inc. ("APSA") is a non-profit 
corporation whose members are some of the most knowledgeable backcountry skiers in the 
Adirondacks. On behalf of the APSA please accept the following comments regarding the 
proposed Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan ("SLMP") Amendments. 

The Adirondack Park has thousands of acres of mountainous public lands. Dynamic 
forests and steep slides retain impressive snow depths which currently attract adventurous self­
propelled skiers who hike up the pitch and then ski down through powder. The tradition of 
backcountry ski touring has a rich history in the Adirondacks. 

Relying on ecologically based forestry science, and with input from backcountry skiers, 
the Adirondacks can develop low-impact and safe ski touring trails in defined areas while 
preserving their wild character. For over a decade, APSA has been advancing these goals and 
while the process and seen ebbs and flows, there has been minimal progress. A common hurdle 
has been the lack of appropriate and modem definitions in the SLMP and to overcome that issue, 
in light of the current effort by the AP A to amend other sections, these ski-touring amendments 
are long overdue. 

As recognized by the SLMP, ski touring is a primitive form of unconfined recreation 
which is compatible with wilderness and wild forest and should be encouraged as long as the 
degree and intensity of the use does not degrade the wilderness resource itself. By utilizing 
natural openings in mature forests, and with minimal management, appropriate areas within the 
Park can support ski touring trails. Working in tandem with the DEC/APA's effort to provide 



updated trail guidance, we can successfully set forth the permissible criteria for site selection, 
and route design, construction and implementation for safe and sustainable ski touring in the 
Adirondack Park. But the first necessary step is to modernize and clarify the SLMP definitions. 

Historical Perspective 

The Adirondack region is a historic birthplace for skiing in the United States. For over a 
century, hunters, trappers and conservationists relied on skis to access the Adirondack 
backcountry. John Apperson, the renowned conservationist and founder of the ADK Mountain 
Club and Wilderness Society skied Mount Marcy in 1911 and many trails in the early 1900's 
were originally ski trails. The development of ski resorts increased the popularity and 
concentration of !lkiing, but it also caused a shift away from the tradition of ski touring: hiking up 
a mountain and skiing down through the woods. Despite its explicit reference in the SLMP, for 
decades ski touring was overlooked in the specific Unit Management Plans. 

In the 1980's, the human-powered concept saw a resurgence as skiers sought refuge away 
from the ski resort's lifts, groomed trails, and crowds. Now, with the advancements in 
technology-including light boots, high-tech bindings, and wide skis-combined with a growing 
movement towards a sustainable low-impact, human-powered culture-backcountry ski touring 
has returned to the Adirondacks. 

Unfortunately, and despite our group's efforts, the current management plans in the Park 
largely ignore this historic, popular and compatible use. This lack of recognition stifles the 
public's use by not providing safe facilities and failing to encourage this compatible use. 

Current Conditions 

While a skier can legally access public lands, once the pitch increases there are minimal 
opportunities for a safe ski touring experience in the Park. Most boulder-strewn foot trails are 
designed for and used by hikers and snowshoers. The snow on these narrow trails is quickly 
compacted, increasing the skier's speed and the danger that other trail users may be moving 
uphill in the same confined space. 

"Ski Trails"-which includes a total of9.0 disconnected and segmented miles in the High 
Peaks Wilderness Area, and a several mile loop trail in the Siamese Pond Wilderness area-are 
not clearly defined in the regulations nor on the ground. These "ski trails" are generally 
disconnected and segmented as they are located on isolated portions of multi-use "hiking 
trails"-thereby fostering a dangerous condition and failing to encourage compatible and historic 
recreational uses. 

Compatible Use 

The SLMP specifically encourages the primitive and unconfined nature of ski touring. 
The plan's Wilderness section states that: "[t]he following types of recreational use are 
compatible with wilderness and should be encouraged as long as the degree and intensity of the 
use does not endanger the wilderness resource itself ... ski touring ... and other forms of primitive 



and unconfined recreation" ( emphasis added). Simply put, ski touring is a permitted use that 
should be encouraged. 

Backcountry ski trails, and their associated management, require clear definitions in the 
SLMP. :focusing on W-ilderness areas, which are the most protective, the SLMP provides that 
construction of new conforming structures "will be restrained to comply with Wilderness 
standards for primitive and unconfined types of recreation and to permit better maintenance and 
rehabilitation of existing structures and improvements," and also provides that conforming 
structures and improvements must "be designed and'located so as to blend with the surrounding 
environment and to require only minimal maintenance." Notwithstanding this general language, 
based on the lack of significant progress since APSA's inception, we, along with other local 
advocacy groups, recognize that a modern and appropriate revision of the existing definition is 
needed within the SLMP. Simply ignoring ski touring facilities, and boxing them into "cross 
country ski trails with the character and dimensions of a footpath" unnaturally limits these 
facilities to hybrid foot trails only on gentle slopes. This is unsafe, outdated and 
counterproductive because it then forces a variety of uses into untenable management options. 
That is, recreational use has outpaced the arcane definitions within the SLMP and fails to provide 
tailored facilities for a safe and enjoyable experience. 

At this point, in light of the current work to modernize the SLMP, it is entirely 
appropriate and frankly long overdue to implement a modern, modest and common-sense SLMP 
amendment for ski touring. 

No Constitutional Amendment is Required 

While a SLMP Amendment is necessary to clarify the ski-touring use, to be clear, an 
amendment to the NYS Constitution is not required. First, it is extremely important to 
distinguish "ski touring trails" from a resort based "ski trail". In Protect the Adirondacks v. NYS 
DEC, the Court of Appeals briefly referenced "ski trails" as an example of prior constitutional 
amendments. This is readily distinguished from "ski touring trails" because the "ski trails" 
referenced in the Protect Decision was specifically describing the 220-foot wide clear-cut ski 
trails, with associated heavy machinery earth works, which were proposed for Whiteface and 
Gore Mountains. In addition, focusing on the constitutional amendment trigger for snowmobile 
trails, the Protect Decision relied on a plan which requires the cutting and removal of thousands 
of trees, grading and leveling, and the removal of rocks and other natural components from the 
Forest Preserve. Conversely, a "ski touring trail"-per the impending trail guidance document-­
would involve the removal of a de-minimis number of trees (well below the threshold from the 
Balsam Lake Decision and within similar parameters of a hiking or biking trail); would not 
involve any grading or leveling as the natural contours of the existing ground would be retained; 
and would not involve the removal of any rocks or natural components. To be clear, a "ski 
touring trail" would be designed in a manner causing the least effect on the local environment, 
which would inherently be well-below any trigger for a NYS constitutional amendment. 



Proposed SLMP Amendment 

Pursuant to Section 816(2) of the Adirondack Park Agency Act, the following 
amendment is proposed to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan: 

(1) Clarify the following definition in the "Definitions" section of the Master Plan: 

Cross Count,y Ski Trail (Ski Touring Trail)- a marked trail, designated for travel by skis, located 
and designed to provide access in a manner causing the least effect on the local environment. 

Once again, the APSA would like to thank you for listening to and responding to the 
voice of Adirondack Backcountry Skiers, and for advancing this important SLMP amendment. 

Respectfully, 

~rci= 
President Adirondack Powder Skier Assoc. Inc. 

~ 
Dean C. Schneller, Esq. 
Vice President Adirondack Powder Skier Assoc. Inc. 

cc: (via e-mail): NYS Senator Dan Stec 
NYS DEC Katharine Petronis 



MATTHEW J. SIMPSON 
Assemblyman 
114th District 

November 21, 2024 

THE ASSEMBLY 

STATE OF NEW YORK 

ALBANY 

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning 
Adirondack Park Agency 

RECEIVE• 
ADIROJ\JDACK P;~RK _(;,GENCY 

NOV 2 9 2024 PO Box99 
Ray Brook, NY 12977 

Dear Deputy Director Phillips, 

RANKING MINORITY MEMBER 
Environmental Conservation 

COMMITTEES 
Local Governments 

Social Services 
Tourism, Parks, Arts and 

Sports Development 

I write to share my support for an additional amendment to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan (APSLMP) for 
inclusion of Lake George Battlefield Park (LGBP) and Lake George Battleground Campgrounds (LGBC) as the sixth 
entity in the Park to carry a "Historic Use" designation. If designated, these areas and their historical significance will 
ensure their place within the historical identity of New York State and the founding of the United States of America 
remain preserved for generations to come. 

The LGBP is home to several historically sensitive and relevant memorials dedicated to fallen American military. The 
remains of four French and Indian War soldiers who perished in 1755 are located on the knoll in the shadows of the 
Unknown Soldiers memorial honoring and their service. Efforts are also underway for the property to be home to the 
"Repose of the Fallen" project, which is a commemorative reinterment of 44 Continental soldiers and others who were 
discovered on a construction site in 2019 in the Village of Lake George. These soldiers are believed to be among the 
First Pennsylvania Battalion who perished at the smallpox hospital at Lake George in 1776. This project was approved 
by both the Adirondack Park Agency (APA) and the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation. It has 
also garnered support from both houses of the State Legislature, the United States Army Office of Cemeteries, and 
current United States Senate Majority Leader, Charles Schumer. 

The state-run Lake George Battleground Campground (LGBC) and Day Use Areas are in the vicinity; however, the 
requested amendment is not advocating for a change to or closure of these public venues. The Historic classification will 
simply help protect the properties by minimizing topographical alterations and preserving their scenic, natural, and open 
space resources. This change will also limit the construction of new structures and proposals to develop additional uses 
that could be considered a threat to the critical historic resource. 

The request is a critical step to ensure the legacy of soldiers that fought for our freedom is preserved forever. I thank you 
for your due consideration of this request and am available to further discuss its merit upon your request. 

Matthew J. Simpson 
114th Assembly District 

Carrie W oemer 
113th Assembly District 

_.----. 

ALBANY OFFICE: Room 721, Legislative Office Building, Albany, New York 12248 • 518-455-5565, FAX: 518-455-5710 
DISTRICT OFFICE: 4 Southwestern Avenue, Suite 3, Queensbury, New York 12804 • 518-792-4546, FAX: 518-792-5584 

EMAIL: sirnpsonm@nyassembly.gov 
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Kristina Carr 
313 Main Street 
Rosendale, NY 12472 

November 19, 2024 

Adirondack Parle Agency 
P0Box99 
Ray Brook, NY 12m 

Dear APA Planning: 

RECEIVED 
AD• - - • ,...,.( 0 ARK AGENCY 

NOV 2 5 2024 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Parle State Land 
Master Plan (APSLMP). 

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve 
for all people. 

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or 
provide adequate protection for non-motori7.ed areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness. 

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor 
vehicles. These are motori7.ed vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not 
considered a reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, 
as it would for Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas. 

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and 
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Parle The 
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be 
created. 

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the 
preferred tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly 
includes ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not 
include all aspects is fundamentally incomplete. 

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related 
to climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans. 

rt~~~ trlstfna Carr 





Michael Somogyi 
16 Sinclair Ave 
Staten Island, NY 10312-3020 

November 20, 2024 

Adirondack Park Agency 
PO Box 99 
Ray Brook, NY 12977 

Dear AP A Planning: 

RECEIVED 
ADIRONDACK PA~~ AGENCY 

NOV .25 2024 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park 
State Land Master Plan (APSLMP). 

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the 
Forest Preserve for all people. 

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of 
accessibility or provide adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest 
Preserve including wilderness. 

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of 
motor vehicles. These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that 
OPDMDs are not considered a reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally 
alters the nature of the program, as it would for Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas. 

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This 
is right and responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of 
the Adirondack Park. The current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must 
not continue. An OPDMD policy must be created. 

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework 
as the preferred tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if 
that tool explicitly includes ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and 
metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects is fundamentally incomplete. 

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and 
analysis related to climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans. 



John Capps 
162 Crosman Ter 
Rochester, NY 14620 

November 19, 2024 

Adirondack Park Agency 
PO BoX:99 
Ray Brook, NY 12977 

Dear APA Planning: 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land 
Master Plan (APSLMP). 

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve 
for all people. 

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or 
provide adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness. 

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor 
vehicles. These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not 
considered a reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, 
as it would for Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas. 

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and 
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The 
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be 
created. 

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the 
preferred tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly 
includes ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not 
include all aspects is fundamentally incomplete. 

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related 
to climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans. 

Sincerely, 

0~~ 
John Capps 



' ' 

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning & APA Board Members 
Adirondack Park Agency 
PO Box 99 
Ray Brook, NY 12977 

RE: Comments to the Proposed APSLMP 2024 Amendments 

November 20, 2024 

fRECEl!VEG 
ADIRONDACK IPA.RKAGEINICY 

NOV 25 2024 

In the opening definition of Wilderness in the SLMP, it is described as '•' .. .in contrast with those areas 
where man and his own works dominate the landscape, is an area where the earth and its community 
of life are untrammeled by man ... " How does any logical thought process go from this fundamental 
condition to justifying motorized uses in a Wilderness area? REALLY? (As a side note you might want 
to consider updating pronouns in the document). 

I am in full support of ADA goals and accommodations, but the SLMP already provides alternatives for 
accessibility. Currently public use of motor vehicles, motorized equipment and aircraft while 
prohibited in State Lands classified as Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe are allowed on State Lands 
classified as Wild Forest, Intensive Use and Historic Areas. Isn't this one of the reasons these 
alternatives to Wilderness Areas exists, to provide areas where motorized uses are allowed on State 
Forest Preserve Lands? 

The proposed revision to the definition of the term ,;Motor Vehicle," to exclude " .... wheelchairs or 
other power driven mobility devices." has cascading effects throughout the document wherever the 
term "Motor Vehicle is used. It will allow unconditional use of power driven mobility devices use on all 
State Lands, whether on a designated trail or ANYWHERE, including ANYWHERE in wilderness. What's 
more, the revisions do not define what an OPDMD is, or limit OPDMD size, either in terms of physical 
size or horsepower. Nor does it limit the noise output of the device which is especial important in 
wilderness areas. While aircraft are specifically prohibited from Wilderness areas, would the OPDMD 

exclusion provide for a person in a flight capable OPDMD to be flown and landed on mountain tops? 
One only needs to Google 'off-road mobility devices' to see the variety of commercial options available 
today. And with new technologies and no stated regulatory limitations who knows what a custom 
fabrication shop could create or what a sympathetic judge might allow. 

I understand the requirement to follow the Americans with Disabilities Act rules and guidance, but it is 
worth considering whether those standards are appropriate for wilderness lands. I encourage the 
Agency to examine in greater depth what is a proper application of the law rather than be subse1-vient 
to it. Or at the very least, set reasonable conditions on OPDMD and their use to protect the special 
place that is the Adirondack Park. 

ADA.gov states that "Covered entities must also allow people with disabilities who use other types of 
power-driven mobility devices into their facilities, unless a particular type of device cannot be 
accommodated because of legitimate safety requirements. Where legitimate safety requirements bar 
accommodation for a particular type of device, the covered entity must provide the service it offers in 
alternate ways if possible." 
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I have several comments and concerns how the amendments to the SLMP relate to this opening 

paragraph of the ADA document: 

1. Facilities: Although I didn't find a definition of the word "Facility" in the ADA document, all uses 
of the term refer to some man-made structure or urban Park. I don't think a reasonable person 
would consider Adirondack Wilderness Areas as a "Faculty" as reference by ADA. Wilderness is 
defined as "in contrast with those areas where man and his own works dominate the 
landscape ... " Therefore I see no reason Wilderness areas should be subject to ADA rules. 

2. Alternatives: I would argue that the SLMP provides Wild Forest, Intensive Use and Historic 
areas with their allowed motorized uses provide a reasonable alternative to allowing the use of 
OPDMDs in a Wilderness Area. 

3. Safety: If someone gets into trouble in the Wilderness, it is the DEC Forest Rangers that are 
called for emergency support. OPDMDs are mechanical devices that can break down or run out 
of power. In the Adirondacks the Rangers are already working excessive overtime just to aid 
injured or lost enable-body hikers. To add the extra burden for people and their OPDMD to be 
extracted in a Wilderness setting seem to be a legitimate safety issue. 

And a final personal comment: In my past careers I have conducted numerous ecological surveys. 
bushwhacked through hundreds of thousands acres in the New York and northern New England. I 
know and appreciated the lure of spending time in the wilderness. However now with age-related 
health issues, I'm a half-step away from getting my own blue handicap sticker. While I can no longer 
trek deep into the woods as has always been my passion, I am left to admire and appreciate the vast 
unspoiled wilderness from further afar, secure in knowing that Wilderness Areas in the Park wil l outlast 
my time on earth, protected by the foresight of the NYS Constitution that over a century ago provided 
for the State Forest Preserve Lands to be forever kept wild -- or at least it did. 

Brian Grisi 
Retired APA Resource and Planning staff member 
Saranac Lake, NY 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!'!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!'!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!"!!!!--
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From: Addison Wolanin
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: APA APSLMP Public Comment
Date: Wednesday, October 9, 2024 12:03:11 PM

You don't often get email from addwolanin@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Hello, 

I attempted to submit a public comment on the Master Plan but when I submitted it, I received
a 403 Forbidden error. This error could be on my end, but I figured I'd reach out anyhow just
in case others are having the same issue. 

Anyway, my public comment was just about Primitive Tent sites and coordinating an effort to
mark the 1,200 sq/ft areas with markers, maybe just 3, to triangulate the actual area. I think
this would help mitigate site creep and reinforce site number limits. I realize this is not
something that would be in the master plan, but figured it'd fit as a consideration in concert
with the proposed change to the definition of the sites. 

Thank you, 

Addison Wolanin

mailto:addwolanin@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Erik De Pol
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: re: proposed updates to State Land Master Plan
Date: Sunday, October 13, 2024 10:23:35 AM

You don't often get email from erik.depol@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Hi Megan:
 
Would you clarify whether any conclusions from the High Peaks-specific VUM project, for which
Otak services were enlisted, are incorporated in the redlines for the SLMP, specifically where it
references “social carrying capacity”?  I am hopeful that that language suggests an attempt to
evaluate and consider experiential aspects of the user visits and not only the environmental impacts
of increasing hiker numbers. 
 
Thank you,
 
Erik De Pol
Scarsdale & Lake Placid, NY
 
 
 
 
Sent from Mail for Windows
 

mailto:erik.depol@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.microsoft.com%2Ffwlink%2F%3FLinkId%3D550986&data=05%7C02%7CSLMP_UMP_Comments%40apa.ny.gov%7C3ec8b8c74c3f414e802108dceb929d30%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638644262142485629%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KGigP%2Fqg56edne36DUDp7ps1PoCV1sKgW4Sd%2F9%2FXT5E%3D&reserved=0


From: Michael Sweeney
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Disability Hikers in ADK
Date: Wednesday, October 16, 2024 5:46:27 AM

You don't often get email from mws13@me.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

It would be nice to see the Adirondacks make a REAL attempt to include our Disability
population similar to Rockefeller State Park Preserve: 

https://karmahouse.substack.com/p/hiking-abilities-celebration-rockefeller

And please don't use the excuse of "tougher terrain". That has been removed by my friend
Jeffrey Lockwood in Colorado:

https://www.thelockwoodfoundation.org

Thanks

Mike Sweeney
#AeternusUmbra (Eternal Shadow) 

Michael W. Sweeney
mws13@me.com
917-497-0850
about.me/michaelwilliamsweeney

mailto:mws13@me.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: Szazbone@gmail.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Wednesday, October 16, 2024 5:28:45 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Laura OBrien , Szazbone@gmail.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Laura OBrien
 Email from: Szazbone@gmail.com
 Address:
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 I would like to see the trail reopened to bicycles.

mailto:noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
mailto:Szazbone@gmail.com


From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: zac2944@yahoo.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Wednesday, October 16, 2024 5:39:01 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Culliton Zachary, zac2944@yahoo.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Culliton Zachary
 Email from: zac2944@yahoo.com
 Address: 87 Dake Ave Rochester NY 14617
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 The Forks Mountain Primitive Corridor (trail by Griffin Gorge heads north to old RT8) is currently closed to
mountain bikes BUT IS OPEN TO SNOWMOBILES.. THIS IS AN OLD ROAD WITH A DURABLE SURFACE.
We use to ride it all the time until the re-classification. I would like to see it reopened to bicycles.

mailto:noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
mailto:zac2944@yahoo.com


From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: c1sco@hotmail.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Wednesday, October 16, 2024 10:59:47 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Orenthal Carrig, c1sco@hotmail.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Orenthal Carrig
 Email from: c1sco@hotmail.com
 Address: 5 Cayuga Court Averill Park NY 12018
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 I would like to see old RT8 opened back up for cycling, just as it is currently open to snowmobiles which are
noisier and generally much worse for the environment.

mailto:noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
mailto:c1sco@hotmail.com


From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: rivermongoose@gmail.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Thursday, October 17, 2024 11:00:26 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Jody Dixon, rivermongoose@gmail.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Jody Dixon
 Email from: rivermongoose@gmail.com
 Address: 205 River Rd Northville NY 12134
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 The Forks Mountain Primitive Corridor (trail by Griffin Gorge heads north to old RT8) is currently closed to
mountain bikes BUT IS OPEN TO SNOWMOBILES. THIS IS AN OLD ROAD WITH A DURABLE
SURFACE.   I support re-opening this trail to mountain bikes.  It would provide for a highway-free link from
Northville to Speculator, from one village to another.  Mountain bikers do spend money in local businesses as they
ride into communities.

mailto:noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
mailto:rivermongoose@gmail.com


From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: cbmxzx@yahoo.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Saturday, October 19, 2024 7:10:20 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Colin Burton, cbmxzx@yahoo.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Colin Burton
 Email from: cbmxzx@yahoo.com
 Address: 728 Boughton Hill Rd Honeoye Falls NY 14472
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 It would be lovely that the Fork Mountain Corridor was opened for pedal access.

mailto:noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
mailto:cbmxzx@yahoo.com


From: mikeandjody@frontiernet.net
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Forks Mountain Primitive Corridor
Date: Monday, October 21, 2024 4:39:36 PM

You don't often get email from mikeandjody@frontiernet.net. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

The Forks Mountain Primitive Corridor (trail by Griffin Gorge heads north to old RT8) is
currently closed to mountain bikes BUT IS OPEN TO SNOWMOBILES.. THIS IS AN OLD
ROAD WITH A DURABLE SURFACE. We use to ride it all the time until the re-
classification. Many would like to see it reopened to bicycles please. Reopening the Forks
Primitive Corridor to bicycles would once again establish an off-road connection to Wilcox
Lake Wild Forest north to Speculator. Currently riders are forced to travel RT 8 where there
is not adequate safety margins with vehicle traffic including frequent logging trucks where
the posted speed limit is 55mph. 

Thank you,

Michael A. Feldman
205 River Road
Northville, NY 12134

mikeandjody@frontiernet.net

518 863 8057

( The online submission would not accept my comment.) 

mailto:mikeandjody@frontiernet.net
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: jeremy haas
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: ProjectAPSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency, Megan Phillips
Date: Monday, October 21, 2024 9:10:20 PM

You don't often get email from jmhaas73@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Hello Ms. Phillps, 
I support having backcountry ski trails added to the SLMP. The couple of existing ski trails
(Wright Peak, Avy Pass, Mt Marcy) are very popular and well designed. They have proven to
be viable ski trails for many generations of skiers. These trails are not nordic ski trails and
need a separate classification for trails wide enough to make turns. I also support expanding
backcountry ski trails to include managed glades. The changes to forest communities is
minimal and these trall only get used during the winter months when erosion is negligible. 
Many Adirondack regions could benefit from ski trails, both for resident enjoyment and
economic gains. Newcomb, Tupper, Blue Mountain, Indian Lake, Minerva, North River,
Speculator, and North Creek are all communities that have excellent ski terrain and reliable
snowpack. What they lack are maintained ski backcountry ski trails and glades.
I have been ski guiding in the Adirondacks for nearly twenty years. We have excellent terrain
and a reliable snowpack. What we lack are maintained backcountry ski trails and glades. Both
Vermont and New Hampshire have managed backcountry ski trails. There are lots of resources
and research to show how backcountry ski trails can be designed and implemented.

Sincerely, 

Jeremy Haas
Skylight Mountain Guides
Glens Falls NY

mailto:jmhaas73@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: William Dodd
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency ;Megan Phillips
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 1:35:17 PM

[You don't often get email from wdodd@westelcom.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

I would like to see a SLMP Amendment to add the definition of backcountry  ski touring trails

William Dodd
Westport, NY
Sent from my iPad

mailto:wdodd@westelcom.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Matthew Denno
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency;Megan Philips
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 2:20:50 PM

You don't often get email from mgdenno@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

To whom it may concern,

I am writing to request that the APA amend the State Land Master Plan to add a definition for
Backcountry Ski Touring Trails.  Backcountry Ski Touring is a relatively low impact, human
powered recreation option that is mostly missing from the Adirondack Park.  It is relatively
common in Vermont and New Hampshire and I'd love to see it in New York.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Matthew Denno
6 Gailes Dr, Slingerlands, NY 12159

mailto:mgdenno@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: james flax
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency ;Megan Phillips
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 9:06:57 AM

You don't often get email from drflax@aol.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Please add a definition for Backcountry Ski Touring Trails to the State Land Master Plan.
These are different from hiking and from cross country ski trails, so deserve their own
definition. Thank you.

Jim Flax
40 South Mountain Road
New City, NY 10956

mailto:drflax@aol.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: sagebissell@gmail.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 12:13:18 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Sage Bissell Ruttan , sagebissell@gmail.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Sage Bissell Ruttan
 Email from: sagebissell@gmail.com
 Address: 4 Margaret Pl Lake Placid NY 12946-1334
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 Please consider what an asset it would be if land use codes were revised to allow for loon nesting rafts to be floated
along state-owned shoreline. In doing so, this would allow for so many benefits for these special birds. Some points
to consider as you consider this amendment:
• Climate change is increasing the frequency and intensity of heat and precipitation events during Adirondack
summers.
• Loons are unable to walk on land and must nest at the water’s edge, which makes their nests more susceptible to
flooding.
• Nest rafts have been shown to be an effective mitigation strategy for loon nest flooding, predation, abandonment
due to human disturbance, and other nest failure causes.
Many thanks for your consideration,
Sage Bissell Ruttan

mailto:noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
mailto:sagebissell@gmail.com


From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: beddoe@sympatico.ca
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 1:34:11 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Nancy V. Beddoe, beddoe@sympatico.ca" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Nancy V. Beddoe
 Email from: beddoe@sympatico.ca
 Address: PO Box 443 MALONE NY 12953-
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 Please allow the documentation to allow loon nesting boxes be allowed along state property. The preservation of
loons is important and anything we can do to enhance their survival is important.

mailto:noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: hnholmes@nycap.rr.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 3:25:28 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Hali Holmes, hnholmes@nycap.rr.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Hali Holmes
 Email from: hnholmes@nycap.rr.com
 Address: 41 Woodcliff Acres Chestertown NY 12817
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 I am writing to express my support for the revision of the definition of a wildlife management structure in order to
allow these structures for species of special concern, including the Common Loon, to be floated along state-owned
shoreline . Currently, the Adirondack Center for Loon Conservation (ACLC) is only authorized to deploy nest rafts
on private shorelines, which limits the number of nesting loons that can be helped with nest rafts. Because loons are
unable to walk on land, they must nest at the water's edge, which makes their nests more susceptible to flooding
(which has increasingly become more of an issue due to climate change). Nest rafts are buoyant and have been
shown to be an effective mitigation strategy for loon nest flooding, predation, abandonment due to human
disturbance, and other causes of nest failure.  Thank you for your consideration.

mailto:noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: northcountryjoe@gmail.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 4:39:33 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Joseph C. Steiniger, northcountryjoe@gmail.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Joseph C. Steiniger
 Email from: northcountryjoe@gmail.com
 Address: 31 Krissica Way, POB 446 Schroon Lake NY 12870
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 I am writing to ask that a suggested amendment to The Adirondack Park Master Plan be approved. Currently, Loon
nesting rafts are not allowed to be employed off shore of state owned land. This proposed amendment would allow
for that deployment. I live on Bullet Pond in Essex County, where we recently deployed a nest raft in hopes of
providing a safe nesting site for our pair of resident loons. The raft was provided by the Adirondack Center for Loon
Conservation. The safest place, with the least amount of human activity, is along the shore line of the Vanderwacker
Wild Forest on the south side of the pond, but we are currently prohibited from placing one in that location. I can
think of other similar state owned shore lines that would provide ideal habitat for nesting loons. I urge passage of
this amendment.
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From: Ron Gonzalez
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: SLMP Amendment to add definition of Backcountry Ski Touring Trails in the Forest Preserve
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 7:44:43 PM

You don't often get email from iamrongon@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Attn:  Megan Phillips,  Adirondack Park Agency
Re: Project APSLMP 2024

To Whom It May Concern at the Adirondack Park Agency,

I'm writing to ask that the APA and DEC consider adding into the State Land Master Plan a
working definition for trails for 'Backcountry Ski Touring' or 'Alpine Touring' to the State
Land Master Plan for the NY State Forest Preserve (Catskill Park and Adirondack Park).

While numerous trails already exist that were designed for or happen to be suitable for Nordic
backcountry ski touring, there are very few trails made for what many call Backcountry Ski
Touring, Alpine Touring or 'Down-Mountain' skiing. Before I go into why I believe we need a
new definition of trails designed for 'Backcountry Ski Touring,' I'd like to share my own
definitions of what these two types of skiing are, and point out their differences.

1. NORDIC BACKCOUNTRY SKI TOURING
Nordic backcountry skiing is the type of skiing currently seen on many DEC ski trails
throughout the Adirondack Park. Examples of these trails include designated ski trails such as
the Jackrabbit Ski Trail, the Avalanche Pass Ski Trail, and the Peavine Swamp Ski Trail, as
well as hiking trails and old woods roads such as trails in the Ha-De-Ron-Dah Wilderness near
Thendara, NY, the Fish Pond Truck Trail in the St Regis Ponds Canoe Area, or the Hayes
Brook Truck Trail near Paul Smiths. Nordic backcountry skiing can be defined as rugged
cross country ("Nordic") skiing on natural (not groomed) snow, traveling over flat, rolling or
moderately hilly terrain. Nordic backcountry skiing is usually performed on narrow 'cross
country' skis with relatively lightweight boots, with 'fish scale' or kick wax on the sliding side
of the ski, providing enough grip to allow the skier to climb moderate grades. Intermediate to
expert Nordic backcountry skiers can enjoy many hiking trails as long as these trails are fairly
wide and not too steep. Expert skiers on long, narrow skis can enjoy some fire tower trails and
jeep trails up some of the lower peaks, including the Bear Mountain Ski Trail near Inlet, NY.
Expert Nordic backcountry skiers can even handle most of the trail descending from Mount
Marcy, at least in favorable snow conditions. 

Basically, Nordic backcountry ski touring = Cross-Country skiing in wild, flat to hilly terrain.
This fits the definition of 'Cross Country Ski Trails' used by the DEC. 

2. ALPINE TOURING (a.k.a. "Backcountry Ski Touring")
While Nordic backcountry skiing and its related equipment is essentially a more rugged form
of cross country (Nordic) skiing, 'Alpine Touring' (also known as Backcountry Ski Touring)

mailto:iamrongon@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


specializes in climbing up and skiing down much steeper terrain, on what most of us would
call 'downhill skis.' Within the Adirondack Park, that terrain includes some of the landslides
("slides") in the High Peaks, including Wright Peak's Angel Slides and the east face of
Algonquin Peak, as well as more open forested areas on steep terrain such as areas on the east
side of Lyon Mountain in the northern Adirondacks. Alpine Touring (and telemark) equipment
looks for all the world like typical downhill ski gear, except that there are special bindings that
allow the heels to come freely up off the skis for touring ('walking') on the skis. Removable
climbing skins are used for uphill traction on the snow, allowing the Alpine Touring ("A.T.")
skier to climb steeper grades than the Nordic backcountry skier can on fish scale or kick
waxed bases. Before descending, the backcountry ski tourer removes the climbing skins and
affixes the boots more firmly to the skis, to facilitate making fast turns going back down. The
basic idea is to climb up a steep slope so you can make fast turns skiing back down.

Basically, Backcountry Ski Touring or 'Alpine Touring' skiing = Downhill-oriented skiing in
wild, mountainous terrain.

Recent advances in the design and manufacture of alpine touring and telemark ski gear allow
many more people to access these steeper, more committing objectives. One issue is that many
skiers who are only familiar with ski resorts are now able to travel on their skis deep into wild
and very steep terrain. This is not going to change in the future. Rather, it looks to me like
more and more skiers will be venturing into the Adirondack Mountains seeking steep slopes to
ski. This exposes more people to serious avalanche risk, among other dangers.

3. What trails are currently being used for Backcountry Ski Touring?

I would say the trails within the Adirondack Park that present introductory level difficulty for
backcountry ski touring would be the Mount Marcy Ski Trail (bypass trail separate from the
hiking trail) and the Wright Peak Ski Trail. The Avalanche Pass Ski Trail is an 'advanced'
level Nordic backcountry trail that I would classify as a 'novice-intermediate' Alpine Touring
trail. A very recent addition is the Jenkins Mountain Backcountry Ski Zone near Paul Smiths. I
am not aware of any other trails in the Adirondack Park that are specifically designed for
'down-mountain' backcountry skiing like this. These down-mountain ski trails and
backcountry zones are relatively safe from avalanche risk, and so are enjoyed by many
downhill skiers of moderate skill and experience who are also winter hikers.

Many backcountry ski tourers climb up mountains to ski down the steep Adirondack slides.
Except for one or two exceptions, there are no designated trails to these slides. These landslide
paths are for experts only; very steep, and can present significant avalanche danger. The climb
up may require some 'booting up' with crampons and possibly an ice ax before reaching the
top of the slide and switching back into the skis for the steep ride down.

I feel that the APA and DEC should come up with an accurate definition of trails for
Backcountry Ski Touring/Alpine Touring that includes the types of terrain these skiers want to
access for recreation, as described above. This definition for Backcountry Ski Touring trails
should be added to the upcoming Trails Document the DEC is working on, in addition to the
definitions for hiking trails, snowmobile trails, mountain bike trails, canoe carry trails, cross
country ski trails, horse trails, and other trails that already exist in the DEC Trails Document. 



4. What Forest Preserve lands might be suitable for the creation of trails for Backcountry Ski
Touring/Alpine Touring?

One concern I have is that most backcountry/alpine touring skiers desire open slopes with a
minimum of trees and rocks in the way, allowing them to make long, fast turns downhill. They
also desire trails that are significantly wider than the Wright Peak Ski Trail. I fully understand
that these desired characteristics are at odds with the existing limitations on trail building in
areas designated as Wilderness (such as the High Peaks Wilderness Area). You may hear
mention of creating 'glades' or zones where shrubs and saplings are cleared away to make it
easier to ski with only a foot or so of snow cover. Again, I fully understand that these ideas are
at odds with the regulations for trails in a designated Wilderness Area. I, personally, am *not*
advocating the creation of widening trails or creating gladed areas in any Wilderness Area
within the Forest Preserve. I'm actually opposed to that, as I believe something like that would
likely create a precedent for more and different kinds of tree cutting within designated
Wilderness Areas, to which I am opposed.

However, these limitations may not be relevant to designated Wild Forest areas, such as the
area north of Gore Mountain in the Vanderwhacker Mountain Wild Forest, the Fulton Chain
Wild Forest near Old Forge and Inlet, or the Debar Mountain Wild Forest north of Saranac
Lake. Wild Forest areas already allow the building of infrastructure allowing snowmobile
access, which require both wide trails and machine grooming of the snow. There are also
mountain bike trails being built in some Wild Forest Areas. My idea is that these areas could
also have designated backcountry ski zones modeled after some of the zones administered by
the United States Forest Service in Vermont's Green Mountains National Forest, including
Dutch Hill (Readsboro, VT), Braintree Mountain (Braintree, VT) and Brandon Gap (Goshen,
VT), among a few others. These backcountry ski zones are also being implemented in the
White Mountains National Forest in New Hampshire with help from the Granite Backcountry
Alliance volunteer group. One can also find backcountry ski zones in a few Quebec parks
(Sépaq) such as the Parc national de la Jacques-Cartier.

I believe the time has come for New York State, the APA and the DEC to come to grips with
the fact that this kind of human-powered, downhill-oriented backcountry skiing is growing in
popularity and is being officially sanctioned on public lands in other mountainous areas in the
northeast USA and southern Quebec. It will be a challenge to reconcile the 'Forever Wild'
imperative with creating trails for backcountry ski touring. I believe the first step in figuring
out what can be done is to create an accurate working definition of exactly what we mean by a
'Backcountry Ski Touring' or 'Alpine Touring' trail. We should also be clear on how that
differs from a trail designed for Nordic backcountry skiing or cross country skiing. From there
we can have a well-informed conversation within well-defined parameters.

Thank you for your consideration and I apologize for the length of this message. I hope I've
been thorough and that this has been helpful.

Sincerely,

- Ron Gonzalez 



From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: ebanks@daemen.edu
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 8:00:12 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Ellen Cardone Banks, ebanks@daemen.edu" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Ellen Cardone Banks
 Email from: ebanks@daemen.edu
 Address: 19 Nottingham Circle Peekskill NY 10566
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 I support allowing loon nest rafts to be constructed on lake shores on State property.  These birds that are so iconic
to the Adirondacks cannot walk on land so they must next on shores.  Climate change is affecting available land. 
We must do everything possible, compatible with other ecological principles, to keep loon habitat in the
Adirondacks.  The species has rebounded due to reduction of coal burning that caused acidification ofl akes butis
stillfacing challenges.
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: dws1972@gmail.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Friday, October 25, 2024 8:45:47 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, DANIEL W Snyder, dws1972@gmail.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: DANIEL W Snyder
 Email from: dws1972@gmail.com
 Address: 3471 State Route 9 PERU NY 12972-5025
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 I would like to submit my statement in full support of development of the Mount Van Hohenberg sports complex
within a reasonable radius for the continued utilization of this facility to be maintained and developed in the most
sustainable manner to promote continued participation of international athletes at these facilities. It is my long-held
belief as a wildlife biologist and environmentalist that the best means for sustainable development of our wild lands
is struck through a balance of preservation, conservation, and well planned and executed development. Recreational
utilization of our lands, will happen with or without the consent of interested governing parties, but the most
sustainable use of this land will be achieved through sustainable, environmental impact directed development. If
financial forecasts for the replacement and addition of new facilities within this complex indicate economically
advantageous benefits for this region, then development should be pursued with the intention of these added income,
streams to be utilized for the protection of surrounding wild forest.
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: eightacrewoodmouse@hotmail.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Monday, October 28, 2024 1:18:52 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Gary Lee, eightacrewoodmouse@hotmail.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Gary Lee
 Email from: eightacrewoodmouse@hotmail.com
 Address: 116 Limekiln Road Inlet New York 13360
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 I'm in favor of Loon platforms on state land, I've had them placed on private land for several years making new
territories and giving loons where there are no islands in a pond or lake a place to nest safely from predators.
Thanks, Gary Lee
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: sandrawestra@gmail.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Monday, October 28, 2024 1:22:49 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Sandra Westra, sandrawestra@gmail.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Sandra Westra
 Email from: sandrawestra@gmail.com
 Address: 169 Fawn Lake Road Lake Pleasant NY 12108
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 I would just like to express my strong support for the revised definition of a wildlife management structure which
would allow wildlife management structures for loons and other species of special concern. I am a volunteer monitor
with the Adirondack Loon Conservation Society and have learned how fragile this important species of bird is, not
to mention a beloved symbol of the north country. I encourage you to please approve this revision which would
allow loon nest rafts to be deployed state-owned shoreline.

Thank you,
Sandy Westra
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: nymcmoo@yahoo.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Monday, October 28, 2024 1:34:07 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Anne Moomey, nymcmoo@yahoo.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Anne Moomey
 Email from: nymcmoo@yahoo.com
 Address: 437 State Highway 11 C  Winthrop NY 13697
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 I am in favor of this passing into law. I am especially hoping that loon nesting rafts will be able to be set out along
state land. We participated in a loon nesting program on a lake that is 99% privately owned, and were able to have a
successful juvenile loon, after several years without success when the loons tried on their own.
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: doliahfrancis@gmail.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Monday, October 28, 2024 1:35:46 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Doliah Francis, doliahfrancis@gmail.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Doliah Francis
 Email from: doliahfrancis@gmail.com
 Address: Saranac Lake
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 I am very pleased to see that species of special concern are included in amendments to wildlife structures. This is
important for proactive management of vulnerable species to support populations BEFORE they become seriously at
risk.

Regarding climate action and adaptive management strategies, I was hoping to see an amendment stating research
proposals would be permitted when the research is being done to assist in climate understanding/mitigation, or to
inform adaptive management actions. This would be accompanied with parameters limiting the level of disturbance,
if any, that the research may cause to the natural environment.
Relevant and up to date research is crucial for informing management strategies and policy. Without sufficient
research, we cannot build resilient socioecological systems. I know many scientists struggle to obtain research
permits on state land, with many whose climate research proposals are denied all together. This only diminishes the
state’s ability to uphold the preservation and conservation of state land. Research done on state land, in these
ecosystems, in order to offer managers highly relevant, local data is unarguably necessary for natural resource
conservation and resilience.
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From: marbo59
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Loons
Date: Monday, October 28, 2024 2:11:39 PM

You don't often get email from marbo59@verizon.net. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

I am in support of the DEC plan to revise the definition of a wildlife management structure. 
As a volunteer loon monitor for the ACLC I see proven benefit for the use of loon rafts. 
Water levels are inconsistent in many of our area waterways as climate change continues.  
Thank you

Marian Bodine 
237 Paye Rd
Vermontville  NY. 12989

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: geopod11@yahoo.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Monday, October 28, 2024 2:25:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, George McHugh, geopod11@yahoo.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: George McHugh
 Email from: geopod11@yahoo.com
 Address: 437 State Highway 11C Winthrop NY 13697
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

    I’m in favor of the proposal being approved.
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From: Scott Remington
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: State master plan
Date: Monday, October 28, 2024 2:26:20 PM

[You don't often get email from sremington2@nycap.rr.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

My name is Scott Remington and I think the APA should make an amendment to make it easier for people with
disabilities to have access to the Adirondack Park wilderness. It has been the APA and DEC policy for years to
acquire land with the roads on it and close the roads, which makes less access for people with disabilities in my
mind. This is discrimination. We see it at the great camp Santanoni in Newcomb only to mention one place there are
several roads that could’ve been left open so the person that uses the mobility device could go fishing hunting or
enjoy the outdoors. We can protect the Adirondack Park wilderness, and also have access. There are spots even
close to the road where you guys have put up a gate and make it hard for someone in a wheelchair to even get
around it’s time for you guys to abide by the American with disabilities act, which you have gotten around for years
there are also a lot more battery operated mobility devices like a golf cart that could be used in certain spots.

Sent from my iPhone
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: lorettajbrady@gmail.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Monday, October 28, 2024 3:39:02 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Loretta Brady, lorettajbrady@gmail.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Loretta Brady
 Email from: lorettajbrady@gmail.com
 Address: New York
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 We wholeheartedly endorse the proposal to expand loon nest rehabilitation.

We've seen and are concerned that the uptick in eagles seems to be pressuring loon reproductive success negatively.

The shrinking habitat for all waterfowl makes this solution proposed be wonderfully supportive for healthy
biodiversity, as  well.

Thank you for your intelligent, thoughtful efforts.
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: sandra.cgriffin@yahoo.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Monday, October 28, 2024 4:33:04 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Sandra Griffin, sandra.cgriffin@yahoo.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Sandra Griffin
 Email from: sandra.cgriffin@yahoo.com
 Address: 7168 State Highway 3, PO Box 615 Cranberry Lk NY 12927
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 I am I support of this project Ito better support loons along state shorelines by placing floatable nesting rafts in.
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: wmkitch@msn.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Monday, October 28, 2024 6:13:23 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Bill Kitchen, wmkitch@msn.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Bill Kitchen
 Email from: wmkitch@msn.com
 Address:
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 I support revising the SLMP to allow for loon nest rafts to be floated along state-owned shoreline.
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: nymcmoo@yahoo.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Tuesday, October 29, 2024 7:25:50 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Anne Moomey, nymcmoo@yahoo.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Anne Moomey
 Email from: nymcmoo@yahoo.com
 Address: 437 State Highway 11 C  Winthrop NY 13697
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 I am in favor of this passing into law. I am especially hoping that loon nesting rafts will be able to be set out along
state land. We participated in a loon nesting program on a lake that is 99% privately owned, and were able to have a
successful juvenile loon, after several years without success when the loons tried on their own.
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From: Jake Mincemoyer
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: ProjectAPASLMP2024; Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Philips
Date: Tuesday, October 29, 2024 9:08:53 AM

[You don't often get email from jake.mincemoyer@gmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Hello - I am writing to add my name to those constituents requesting that we have a SLMP Amendment which
would add a definition for BackCountry Ski Touring Trails. With the improvement in backcountry ski equipment
over the past decade low impact BackCountry skiing is now more accessible to the public and many traditional cross
country skiers are now backcountry skiing - which effectively allows them to cover more varied terrain. Adding a
designation for BackCountry Ski Touring trails could allow for less impact on current cross country ski trails being
used by backcountry skiers (or rather cross country skiers when they use backcountry equipment) and can be
developed and maintained in a manner consistent with current management of NYS public land.

Thank you,
Jake Mincemoyer
26 Iselin Terrace
Larchmont, NY 10538

mailto:jake.mincemoyer@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Noah Thomases
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency ;Megan Phillips
Date: Tuesday, October 29, 2024 12:31:16 PM

You don't often get email from nthomases@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Please create an amendment to the SLMP which would add a definition for Ski Touring
Trails or a change to the Cross Country Ski Trail definition that allows new downhill ski trails
and glades to be created and maintained. Frankly, this is an activity which is already
happening and should be more actively managed. Ski trails and galdes would be low-
impact additions to the constellation of recreational uses in the park and will help disperse
users and reduce overcrowding and dangerous conditions on hiking trails during the winter
months. I would urge the APA to also consider that while trails could, and should, be
created in the high peaks, they can also be created in areas of the park that see less traffic,
which may serve to reduce stress on the route 73 corridor and boost economic activity in
those areas.

Noah Thomases
Seasonal resident

mailto:nthomases@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Dave Meyer
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency ;Megan Phillips
Date: Tuesday, October 29, 2024 1:15:31 PM

You don't often get email from dmeyer35@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Hello

I am making my comment known that i would like to see an amendment to the SLMP  which
would add a definition for Ski Touring Trails or a change to the Cross Country Ski Trail
definition.

I think Backcountry skiing access is a valuable use of state land that can boost local
economies and provide clean recreation in the park. Let us get some of the traffic that is
always headed to VT for backcountry skiing. we have ample terrain and snow conditions to
take advantage of the rising popularity in backcountry skiing.

i think it is time to update this plan to allow for new forms of recreation as times change.

I am happy to provide more feedback as needed. The ADK park is an amazing resource. Let
us balance all users needs

Thank you,

Dave Meyer

mailto:dmeyer35@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: deniseprichard@yahoo.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Tuesday, October 29, 2024 6:58:00 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Denise Prichard, deniseprichard@yahoo.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Denise Prichard
 Email from: deniseprichard@yahoo.com
 Address:
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 I support the expansion of the definition of a wildlife management structure for species of concern, in particular
loons. These wildlife management structures increase the inventory and research capabilities for the protection and
restoration of threatened or endangered species. I would like to see these structures used more widely. Thank you.

mailto:noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
mailto:deniseprichard@yahoo.com


From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: info@downhillmike.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Wednesday, October 30, 2024 4:57:01 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Downhill Mike, info@downhillmike.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Downhill Mike
 Email from: info@downhillmike.com
 Address: 862 Del Rey Dr Apt B BOULDER CITY NV 89005
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 Have there been talks of allowing class 1 E-MTBs on state land in the Adirondacks?
Now with all of the proof that class 1 MTBs do not damage the trails and the success of allowing them on the new
Rail Trail, I was wondering how close you are to making a new amendment to allow class 1 E-MTBs on all trails
conventional mountain bikes can use.
Thanks.

mailto:noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
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From: Rita g. Gordon
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Thursday, October 31, 2024 2:02:38 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

United States

Sincerely,

Rita g. Gordon <rgg222@gmail.com>
15 County Route 26
Malone, NY 12953

mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=b3fae5f175b7462784dff81281f631df-rgg222@gmai
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From: Claudia Braymer
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Thursday, October 31, 2024 2:09:30 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(SLMP).
1.People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current SLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMD should be deleted. DEC
should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities and
that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.
2. APA should not amend the SLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because it
would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.
3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments to ensure that the focus of carrying capacity and VUM remains
protecting natural resources from degradation.
4. Thank you for adding climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and resiliency for Forest Preserve lands and
waters. APA needs to comply with the CLCPA for private land projects.

Sincerely,

Claudia Braymer <deputydirector@protectadks.org>
PO Box 2369
Glens Falls, NY 12801

mailto:deputydirector@protectadks.org
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: Georgia Jones
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Thursday, October 31, 2024 2:42:58 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(SLMP).
1.People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current SLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMD should be deleted. DEC
should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities and
that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.
2. APA should not amend the SLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because it
would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.
3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments to ensure that the focus of carrying capacity and VUM remains
protecting natural resources from degradation.
4. Thank you for adding climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and resiliency for Forest Preserve lands and
waters. APA needs to comply with the CLCPA for private land projects.

Sincerely,

Georgia Jones <georgia11@roadrunner.com>
8 Grandview Ave
Lake Placid, NY 12946

mailto:georgia11@roadrunner.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: bruce Krug
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Thursday, October 31, 2024 3:59:21 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(SLMP).
1.People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current SLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMD should be deleted. DEC
should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities and
that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.
2. APA should not amend the SLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because it
would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.
3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments to ensure that the focus of carrying capacity and VUM remains
protecting natural resources from degradation.
4. Thank you for adding climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and resiliency for Forest Preserve lands and
waters. APA needs to comply with

Sincerely,

bruce Krug <krugvale@frontiernet.net>
2771 West Road.
Constableville, NY 13325

mailto:krugvale@frontiernet.net
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: bruce Krug
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Thursday, October 31, 2024 4:05:25 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(SLMP).
1.People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current SLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMD should be deleted. DEC
should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities and
that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.
2. APA should not amend the SLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because it
would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.
3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments to ensure that the focus of carrying capacity and VUM remains
protecting natural resources from degradation.
4. Thank you for adding climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and resiliency for Forest Preserve lands and
waters. APA needs to comply with

Sincerely,

bruce Krug <krugvale@frontiernet.net>
2771
Constableville, NY 13325

mailto:krugvale@frontiernet.net
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: Bill
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please keep the State Land Master Plan intact
Date: Thursday, October 31, 2024 9:48:43 PM

You don't often get email from roberson_bill@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

To APA,

Keep the State Land Master Plan motor vehicle definition intact (no exclusions for
other power-driven mobility devices). 

Keep our Wilderness areas wild by maintaining all existing restrictions on use of
motor vehicles and motorized equipment, NOT to give DEC discretion to authorize
other power-driven mobility devices in all areas managed as Wilderness.

Thank you,

William Roberson
Brooklyn, NY

cc:  Governor Hochul

mailto:roberson_bill@yahoo.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Lawrence
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: State Land Master Plan
Date: Friday, November 1, 2024 9:26:01 AM

You don't often get email from abelincoln1863@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Hello:

I fully agree with the comments below created by Adirondack Wild, an organization I belong to. 

I urge the State to:

1. Keep the State Land Master Plan motor vehicle definition intact (no exclusions
for other power-driven mobility devices, or OPDMD). 

2. Keep our Wilderness areas wild by maintaining all existing restrictions on use of
motor vehicles and motorized equipment, including OPDMD; 

3. NOT to give DEC discretion to authorize other power-driven mobility devices
(OPDMD) in all areas managed as Wilderness.

4. 
thank you
Lawrence D'Arco
1202 Greenwich Dr
Albany, NY 12203

mailto:abelincoln1863@yahoo.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Joan Grabe
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: The Wilderness
Date: Friday, November 1, 2024 2:57:05 PM

[You don't often get email from joangrabe@aol.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

I am an 85 year old woman with limited mobility and an owner of a lake side home on Upper Saranac Lake which
we use in the summer. There are many things i used to do - swimming, kayaking, grocery shopping , going out to
dinner etc which I cannot do anymore. So why should this new plan to allow disabled people to use motor vehicles
to access the wilderness make any sense at all ? The Wilderness is a physical reality but it is also an idea. For me,
the idea suffices. It underwrites any other feeling when I am up on the lake. I have no desire to muscle my pink
walker up any mountain path nor do I think hikers need to have to deal with my limitations. No motorized vehicles
of any kind in the wilderness ! That was the stated intent. And I wish it would stay preserved.
Joan Grabe
137 Beaverwood Road
Saranac Lake, Ny 12983
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:joangrabe@aol.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Peter Bauer
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Saturday, November 2, 2024 7:57:13 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Peter Bauer <peb1962@gmail.com>
PO Box 167
Blue Mountain Lake, NY 12812

mailto:peb1962@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: Jeffrey Levitt
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Saturday, November 2, 2024 6:18:22 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Jeffrey Levitt <laborerman@yahoo.com>
175 Whitehall Road
ALBANY, New York 12209

mailto:laborerman@yahoo.com
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: jloganbuhl@yahoo.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Sunday, November 3, 2024 3:46:13 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, John Loganbuhl, jloganbuhl@yahoo.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: John Loganbuhl
 Email from: jloganbuhl@yahoo.com
 Address: 4062 Preemption Rd. Himrod New York 14842-9721
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 I've spent many summer days ferrying the "Loon Ladies" around Cranberry Lake observing nesting loons. The one
floating nest consistently had a successful hatch and " fledge". With proper management floating nests will help
strengthen the loon population. I see no issues if nests are placed carefully in areas the loons would normally use
shorebased nest sites. With proper camouflage they will hardly be noticeable to human visitors/recreationists. Thank
you.
 John Loganbuhl
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From: James Close
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Proposed changes to the UMP - Comments
Date: Sunday, November 3, 2024 10:23:13 PM

You don't often get email from jamesclose@earthlink.net. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

I am writing to oppose the proposed changes to the State Land Master Plan
which would allow, at the discretion of DEC, certain types of motor vehicles the
right to traverse wilderness lands in the Forest Preserve.    There is no good
reason, even if for “accessibility” purposes, to allow wilderness to be violated by
any type of mechanized vehicle under the pretext of “accessibility” allowing
people who would otherwise not have access, access. The wilderness must
remain inviolate, undisturbed by passing sentiments of diversity, inclusion and
equity (if that is what drives this ill-conceived proposal), and should always be
approached on ITS own terms, not diluted or diminished for any reason or
interest, no matter how well-meaning. 
 
Please reject this proposed change to the State Land Master Plan and keep it
intact, without exceptions, with respect to the prohibitions and restrictions
regarding motor vehicles. 
 
 
 
 
*******************
Sent by:

James E. Close
3 Brightman Rd
Mechanicville, NY  12118-2807
 
518-664-2980

*******************
“I find hope in the darkest of days, 
and focus in the brightest.  
I do not judge the universe.”

- The Dalai Lama
 

mailto:jamesclose@earthlink.net
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From: Edmund Storsberg
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Monday, November 4, 2024 8:15:17 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Edmund Storsberg <Storsbergg@gmail.com>
10903 Prospect Depot Road
Remsen, New York 13438

mailto:Storsbergg@gmail.com
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: Snowflakeferns@gmail.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Monday, November 4, 2024 4:23:43 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Susan E Nolde, Snowflakeferns@gmail.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Susan E Nolde
 Email from: Snowflakeferns@gmail.com
 Address: 175 River Rd Bloomingdale NY 12913
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 I strongly support the proposed amendments.  I believe allowing loon nesting rafts on public DEC properties is a
very desirable change that will positively impact our loon populations.

mailto:noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
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From: Robert Godlewski
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Motor Vehicles in Wilderness
Date: Tuesday, November 5, 2024 8:11:32 AM

[You don't often get email from rgodlews@nycap.rr.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

I have been wondering the Adirondack’s for over 60 years, keep any type of vehicles out of Wilderness area’s!!!
Only for rescue needs. If you can’t use drones why would even think of this change!!!!!

IF ITS NOT BROKE, DON’T TRY TO FIX IT

Bob Godlewski
1046 Manas Dr
Rotterdam, N.Y.  12303

Sent from my iPad

mailto:rgodlews@nycap.rr.com
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From: Robert Shwajlyk
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Tuesday, November 5, 2024 10:13:37 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Robert Shwajlyk <march25@nycap.rr.com>
161 East State St Ext
Gloversville, New York 12078
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: Deedipofi@aol.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Tuesday, November 5, 2024 10:52:42 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Deanna DiPofi, Deedipofi@aol.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Deanna DiPofi
 Email from: Deedipofi@aol.com
 Address: 2233 NYS Rte 74 TICONDEROGA 12883
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 The master plan needs to be updated to included reopening the eagle lake boat launch. This closure was done with
no notification to the residents or advertisement of the public comment period.  The boat launch has been in
existence for years providing access to the state camp site on the north east side of the lake which is only accessible
by boat. Residents of the lake cannot access their property or launch their boats. It is an economic benefit to have the
launch open to allow the public to fishing and enjoy the adirondacks especially when the governor is pushing for
people to get outdoors. After researching this closure, there are many unanswered questions regarding the impact
studies involved and the underlying effects. This closure has impacts on tourism, property values, and quality of life.
Many residents are elderly or have imparments which they and are unable to lift their boats over the barriers. It
appears that this closure is a hindrance rather than for the good of the public. If the apa wants this closed perhaps
they would sell the land to the residents of eagle lake. How do all the residents requests a key to the barrier and not
ust a select few?
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From: Brent Mcadam
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Date: Wednesday, November 6, 2024 7:50:25 AM

You don't often get email from mcadambrent769@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

The nys dec and or apa has not followed there own guidelines for regulating what is
wilderness and wild forest way before the 2000 era.
An area that many family's camped in tents was al closed to motor vehicle access because of
wrongful classification! Now we spend our money in Pennsylvania!
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From: Brendan Murphy
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: APA Motor Vehicle ADA proposal
Date: Wednesday, November 6, 2024 11:34:53 AM

You don't often get email from btm710@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

For submission to public comment:

Wilderness land (and similar classifications) should be reserved exclusively for the purpose of
preservation of natural land and always specifically prohibit any motorized vehicles, and the
infrastructure (roads/trails) needed to allow for them. This fact should be held true by virtue of
the wilderness designation alone. 

For visitors to the wilderness areas, running into or hearing a motor vehicle, or finding an
unnaturally large vehicle trail, destroys the immersion experience granted by the wilderness
area.

No construction, no vehicles, no trash, no destruction, no permanent evidence of humanity of
any kind, on top of the classical "man is only a visitor" philosophy. ADA is great for
promoting access for those who otherwise might not have it, but that is not justification to
ignore wilderness regulations. Curb cuts and wide parking spaces are great and eventually
benefit all, but you would never pave trail up Mt Marcy in the name of "access". To use ADA
as grounds to violate wilderness, the closest thing law has to "sacred", would be an
unconscionable and potentially irreversible mistake.

mailto:btm710@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from APSA
Date: Wednesday, November 6, 2024 3:46:41 PM

You don't often get email from no-reply@crm.wix.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
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I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!
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Email [CMS form submit into Email collection]: 

ben.hamelin@yahoo.com

Comments [CMS form submit into Email collection]: I've just started 

recently exploring backcountry riding in the Adirondacks. Most of my 

time has previously been spent at resorts or on XC skis. The few trips 

I've made to places like Azure, Baldface, and Jenkins have been 

amazing experiences and I can't wait to explore more of these 

opportunities. I also recognize the increase in participation with this 

pastime and the potential for it to grow even more. I believe a thoughtful 

and well researched plan will strengthen the SLMP and formalize the 

guidelines needed to ensure responsible use and availability of these 

trails. Thank you for your consideration, Ben Hamelin Bloomingdale, NY 
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From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from APSA
Date: Wednesday, November 6, 2024 6:54:34 PM

You don't often get email from no-reply@crm.wix.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Wed Nov 06 

2024 18:52:30 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard Time)

Last Name [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Waalberg

Email [CMS form submit into Email collection]: 

benjamin.waalberg@gmail.com

Comments [CMS form submit into Email collection]: I believe that low 

impact backcountry ski zones will be an incredible asset to the 

Adirondack community as well as attract tourism and boot businesses 

in surrounding Hamlets. Please consider this amendment to include 

backcountry ski touring trails. 

Created Date [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Wed Nov 06 

2024 18:52:30 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard Time)

First Name [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Benjamin

Phone Number [CMS form submit into Email collection]: 9734545399

Form ID: comp-m30q4jk0
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From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from APSA
Date: Wednesday, November 6, 2024 6:55:54 PM

You don't often get email from no-reply@crm.wix.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Wed Nov 06 

2024 18:53:54 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard Time)

Last Name [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Kelley

Email [CMS form submit into Email collection]: 

scottkelley05@gmail.com

Comments [CMS form submit into Email collection]: The sustainability of 

the mountains is truly in the eyes of the athletes that explore them. We 

are the great stewards of the. Park. Opening back country trails 

removing downed trees for trails so on and so forth will enhance the 

accessibility and safety of the athletes.. People are going to ski. Let’s 

make it safer . We should always be enhancing the great Adirondack 

experience. Not setting limits on it.

Created Date [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Wed Nov 06 

2024 18:53:54 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard Time)

First Name [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Scott

Phone Number [CMS form submit into Email collection]: 7165236583
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From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from APSA
Date: Wednesday, November 6, 2024 8:25:06 PM

You don't often get email from no-reply@crm.wix.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Wed Nov 06 

2024 20:23:08 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard Time)

Last Name [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Caprio

Email [CMS form submit into Email collection]: 

oliviacaprio2@icloud.com

Comments [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Prioritizing safety 

for hikers and skiers should always be first priority. As a parks and 

conservation major I am very concerned with the continued 

preservation of the ADK, but I believe the best option in this case is to 

allow widening and development of backcountry ski trails. 

Created Date [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Wed Nov 06 

2024 20:23:08 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard Time)

First Name [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Olivia 

Phone Number [CMS form submit into Email collection]: 4846445490
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From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from APSA
Date: Wednesday, November 6, 2024 9:01:41 PM

You don't often get email from no-reply@crm.wix.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Wed Nov 06 

2024 20:59:38 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard Time)

Last Name [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Ormsbee

Email [CMS form submit into Email collection]: jim.ormsbee@gmail.com

Created Date [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Wed Nov 06 

2024 20:59:38 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard Time)

First Name [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Jim

Phone Number [CMS form submit into Email collection]: 5184079999

Form ID: comp-m30q4jk0
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From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from APSA
Date: Wednesday, November 6, 2024 9:33:44 PM

You don't often get email from no-reply@crm.wix.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Wed Nov 06 

2024 21:27:59 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard Time)

Last Name [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Smith

Email [CMS form submit into Email collection]: 

maciesunshine@gmail.com

Created Date [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Wed Nov 06 

2024 21:27:59 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard Time)

First Name [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Macie

Phone Number [CMS form submit into Email collection]: 5187429602
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From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from APSA
Date: Wednesday, November 6, 2024 10:42:45 PM

You don't often get email from no-reply@crm.wix.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Wed Nov 06 

2024 22:40:43 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard Time)

Last Name [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Zientko

Email [CMS form submit into Email collection]: zachzientko@gmail.com

Comments [CMS form submit into Email collection]: The pinnacle of 

what dedicated backcountry ski trails can be while being low impact, 

low infrastructure, and ecological friendly is the Chic Chocs in Quebec. 

The Adirondacks can responsibly bring safe back country ski trails to 

allow for many more lines and participants to access the sport. This will 

reduce avalanche danger as it gives people experience and gives 

alternatives to natural slide skiing. Additionally this will continue to bring 

in varied tourism and support local businesses.

Created Date [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Wed Nov 06 

2024 22:40:43 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard Time)

First Name [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Zach

Phone Number [CMS form submit into Email collection]: 5185246634
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From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from APSA
Date: Thursday, November 7, 2024 6:19:32 AM

You don't often get email from no-reply@crm.wix.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Thu Nov 07 

2024 06:17:15 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard Time)

Last Name [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Hillman

Email [CMS form submit into Email collection]: 

douglashillman@hotmail.com

Comments [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Backcountry ski 

trails would be an incredible benefit for health and recreation. It would 

bring money into the communities and help foster a grassroots 

community of likeminded folks that love the Adirondacks. The 

mountains in this state are truly majestic and this form of foot powered 

travel gets the end user into some of the most stunningly beautiful 

terrain imaginable. Vermont and New Hampshire are ahead of our state 

in regards to promoting backcountry skiing, and as a citizen that uses 

the few trails available I truly believe this would be a positive use of 

state resources. 

Created Date [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Thu Nov 07 2024 
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First Name [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Douglas

Phone Number [CMS form submit into Email collection]: US 

+13155910247
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From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from APSA
Date: Thursday, November 7, 2024 6:34:07 AM

You don't often get email from no-reply@crm.wix.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Thu Nov 07 

2024 06:31:50 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard Time)

Last Name [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Brennan

Email [CMS form submit into Email collection]: 

keenan@fountainsquareoutfitters.com

Comments [CMS form submit into Email collection]: With far less 

environmental impact than a hiking trail the adirondacks can become a 

premier destination for backcountry skiing, one of the only categories of 

skiing that’s still growing in this country. It’s safer than having hikers and 

skiers share the same trails. It would be good for the outdoor recreation 

industry in the area as well as hospitality industry. Less downside than 

the poorly maintained hiking trails we already have. 

Created Date [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Thu Nov 07 2024 

06:31:50 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard Time)

First Name [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Keenan

Phone Number [CMS form submit into Email collection]: 5183211164

mailto:no-reply@crm.wix.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


Form ID: comp-m30q4jk0

 

APSA
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From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from APSA
Date: Thursday, November 7, 2024 7:46:37 AM

You don't often get email from no-reply@crm.wix.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Thu Nov 07 

2024 07:44:21 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard Time)

Last Name [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Capozzi

Email [CMS form submit into Email collection]: capozzi@oswego.edu

Created Date [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Thu Nov 07 2024 

07:44:21 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard Time)

First Name [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Jonathan

Phone Number [CMS form submit into Email collection]: 7168669514

Form ID: comp-m30q4jk0

 

APSA
Notification sent via Wix Automations
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From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from APSA
Date: Thursday, November 7, 2024 8:02:17 AM

You don't often get email from no-reply@crm.wix.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Thu Nov 07 

2024 07:59:56 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard Time)

Last Name [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Peterson

Email [CMS form submit into Email collection]: 

peteraustinson@gmail.com

Comments [CMS form submit into Email collection]: I want an 

amendment added to the State Land Master Plan for backcountry ski 

touring trails! 

Created Date [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Thu Nov 07 2024 

07:59:56 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard Time)

First Name [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Austin

Phone Number [CMS form submit into Email collection]: 5186884168

Form ID: comp-m30q4jk0
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Notification sent via Wix Automations



From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from APSA
Date: Thursday, November 7, 2024 1:53:22 PM

You don't often get email from no-reply@crm.wix.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Thu Nov 07 

2024 13:51:06 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard Time)

Last Name [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Tubbs

Email [CMS form submit into Email collection]: gish13578@gmail.com

Comments [CMS form submit into Email collection]: I would love to see 

more dedicated backcountry ski trails. If skiers and snowshoers had 

separate maintained trails on steep terrain it would be safer and more 

enjoyable for everyone.

Created Date [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Thu Nov 07 2024 

13:51:06 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard Time)

First Name [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Jacob

Phone Number [CMS form submit into Email collection]: 5185937731

Form ID: comp-m30q4jk0

 

APSA
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu46509964.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.16O0hg1-2FLz1kpPxGHUZbqZk4mwOValW8Vcy4a06zNkzi2R6IviT1JPvvf4cfosPC9UmL_88hCRf29-2B-2B4o-2FzKRt7gWaQEuQh3u1G5HfG0HptNZ5EvnrNGxy0ocL0lnZPHScT7swD2lvxU-2B15jYClZq-2BOUKBnD9RVcc-2BSS9JEbAB0yXhmQKpIBwnUqN1qUOi9-2FcUwqYsWR-2Btl0fZpTlpBIVau4pwDd-2FkgP-2F-2FM6Op3F3fsmcuUF-2FuZcccw5YjpSle4whGjufje6WuoAmsKSMMS1ybELAycH0zDfG5BNh-2B5gfiLU3mCkL0qYIIp5ynCIYIjyJ34oxc08j61PBkFjNCl9aii4MFijoLyNb5XcoGxdNlAuYfyLm-2Bj15C6hDxdf85NEKnjhQjKN22d9vz3tEZxyb3tWAm-2F7gckJBNX2LZPEmH-2FtaXM9odybw36dDsUuZL5zv6BBop-2BJ-2BbgzTofjk-2FqDT-2Bgj5UR8s5cEsFwcNVWSY36XfFVvFtvi2eOonn6XbKDthpz6hLUvEJ8m-2F4c-2F-2FUb2BDI0HTw-3D-3D&data=05%7C02%7Cslmp_ump_comments%40apa.ny.gov%7Cfe5845295d6d477367c708dcff5d285b%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638666024014804595%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pvXBHWzlGAmv39HdhvOLktO7kr6BP4EGfUFRCcvLP5s%3D&reserved=0


Notification sent via Wix Automations



From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from APSA
Date: Thursday, November 7, 2024 3:46:45 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Thu Nov 07 

2024 15:46:33 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard Time)

Last Name [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Etheridge 

Email [CMS form submit into Email collection]: etheridge989@aol.com

Comments [CMS form submit into Email collection]: This is an 

opportunity to help the economic and health of rural communities 

across NYS. Please consider this has been done successfully across 

New England over the last 10 years and is consistent with land use 

policy many decades old in NYS. Stop debating and take action for the 

people in our great state of NY. Sincerely, Paul Etheridge

Created Date [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Thu Nov 07 2024 

15:46:33 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard Time)

First Name [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Paul

Phone Number [CMS form submit into Email collection]: 7168124059

Form ID: comp-m30q4jk0
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From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from APSA
Date: Thursday, November 7, 2024 5:20:26 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Thu Nov 07 

2024 17:20:15 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard Time)

Last Name [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Studenroth 

Email [CMS form submit into Email collection]: iamportia@gmail.com

Created Date [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Thu Nov 07 2024 

17:20:15 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard Time)

First Name [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Portia

Phone Number [CMS form submit into Email collection]: 5188527092

Form ID: comp-m30q4jk0
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From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from APSA
Date: Thursday, November 7, 2024 7:19:09 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Thu Nov 07 

2024 19:18:57 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard Time)

Last Name [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Hallinger

Email [CMS form submit into Email collection]: aahski@yahoo.com

Created Date [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Thu Nov 07 2024 

19:18:57 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard Time)

First Name [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Arthur

Phone Number [CMS form submit into Email collection]: (908) 625-5466

Form ID: comp-m30q4jk0
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From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from APSA
Date: Thursday, November 7, 2024 9:31:24 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Thu Nov 07 

2024 21:31:14 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard Time)

Last Name [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Battin

Email [CMS form submit into Email collection]: jaynebattin@gmail.com

Comments [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Backcountry ski 

touring trails might be the old school hippie form of snowmobile trails. 

“We got our own gas, man. Low impact recreation opportunities are the 

key to the future, dude.” An amendment to the SLMP is a no-brainer, 

please make it happen! 

Created Date [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Thu Nov 07 2024 

21:31:14 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard Time)

First Name [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Jayne

Phone Number [CMS form submit into Email collection]: 5185657626

Form ID: comp-m30q4jk0

 

APSA
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Notification sent via Wix Automations



From: Diana Stahl
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: APSLMP amendments
Date: Friday, November 8, 2024 7:24:38 AM

You don't often get email from diana.stahl42@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

The idea of allowing any motorized vehicles into wilderness is madness, and completely contrary to preservation of
all that is most valuable about the Adirondacks.  The damage even mountain bikes do to trails is undesirable; they
tear up the ground, create accelerated paths for runoff, and are inherently dangerous to anyone on foot unfortunate
enough to be sharing a trail with them.  Do you think a wilderness or preserve experience will be enhanced by
having to share it with golf carts or other motorized vehicles permissible under the proposed changes (which I
suspect are deliberately vague)?  The additional air, water and noise pollution, wear and tear on trails and
enforcement issues cannot be justified by any putative inclusive access rationale.  If we are to preserve what is best
and most valuable in the Adirondacks - the biome itself, its climate change-inhibiting effects, its value as a resource
of clean, fresh water - then the less uncontrolled disturbance it sees, the better.  Amendments like this open the door
to further exploitation of a natural system that is already in danger of being "loved to death".  It is both short-sighted
and damaging, and should not be enacted.

Diana Stahl
Keeseville NY

mailto:diana.stahl42@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: geopod11@yahoo.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Friday, November 8, 2024 12:29:31 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, George McHugh, geopod11@yahoo.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: George McHugh
 Email from: geopod11@yahoo.com
 Address: 437 State Highway 11C Winthrop NY 13697
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

    I’m in favor of the proposal being approved.

mailto:noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
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From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from ADK Powder Skiers
Date: Friday, November 8, 2024 5:42:11 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Fri Nov 08 2024 

17:41:55 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard Time)

Last Name [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Robinson

Email [CMS form submit into Email collection]: 

danrobinson00@gmail.com

Comments [CMS form submit into Email collection]: I want the 

amendment! I want ski trails and glades added to the SLMP

Created Date [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Fri Nov 08 2024 

17:41:55 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard Time)

First Name [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Dan

Phone Number [CMS form submit into Email collection]: 5185364378

Form ID: comp-m30q4jk0

 

ADK Powder Skiers
Notification sent via Wix Automations
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu46509964.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.16O0hg1-2FLz1kpPxGHUZbqZk4mwOValW8Vcy4a06zNkzi2R6IviT1JPvvf4cfosPCMYmx_88hCRf29-2B-2B4o-2FzKRt7gWaQEuQh3u1G5HfG0HptNZ5EvnrNGxy0ocL0lnZPHScT7swD2lvxU-2B15jYClZq-2BOUKBsWta30oD7JflDVu8w86q2dSfad-2FT-2Fx9slOxzDbu4bHu-2Bsm9EdHF20XhXvm4IvcpEBPGVN5vUsNV-2FMbtltW6aukZVDs0epWFoQ62H0jQp4vAUUnaKLIT1mZYszeRNXC0RIBmJmRvLAICov-2Bx6XiHFIuWqyR4CaTRtldKR3w6gt0RBYLjHqI-2FZpeEr0OlgA9MyPQ25v822b4zO0sEgkvx7CfIQgHx4GrCGXaqOwUdR5cFpGMwmjWN-2Fzi-2BfH3OfsOH0efc9il9GLlBEjgR9A-2BrFihm6kH0cgdQTi8PsOdfctqjJc1iGqlbBJc8r-2FvGgrcnIBc-2FarLkeI-2FwFfgzgmAQm-2Bc2mQe69rD0qDkmBDL6XeiEnwtDs6-2Fv0dBOlPi0eyt9GUC2Nh2k2d3blVcsjO2sCdI-3D&data=05%7C02%7Cslmp_ump_comments%40apa.ny.gov%7Cff9546c360214ba0e6a508dd0046922a%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638667025311077150%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bh4XzXAPzHMSAW7oVj0TCMs086VCJCn3V%2BzsAPIj9xs%3D&reserved=0




From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from ADK Powder Skiers
Date: Friday, November 8, 2024 5:43:30 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Fri Nov 08 2024 

17:43:20 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard Time)

Last Name [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Starr

Email [CMS form submit into Email collection]: starrdave@gmail.com

Comments [CMS form submit into Email collection]: We need more ski 

trails in the backcountry. If you can add hotels then you can add ski 

trails.

Created Date [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Fri Nov 08 2024 

17:43:20 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard Time)

First Name [CMS form submit into Email collection]: David

Phone Number [CMS form submit into Email collection]: 5853149876

Form ID: comp-m30q4jk0

 

ADK Powder Skiers
Notification sent via Wix Automations
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From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from ADK Powder Skiers
Date: Friday, November 8, 2024 5:57:27 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Fri Nov 08 2024 

17:57:16 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard Time)

Last Name [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Soroka

Email [CMS form submit into Email collection]: LSoroka48@gmail.com

Comments [CMS form submit into Email collection]: There lots of 

reasons for a backcountry ski amendment to the State Land Master 

Plan. Primary among them, in my view, is the changing nature of 

recreation over time. We know more about impact and use than in the 

past, we have data that supports this, and 

Created Date [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Fri Nov 08 2024 

17:57:16 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard Time)

First Name [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Larry

Phone Number [CMS form submit into Email collection]: 518=570-9159

Form ID: comp-m30q4jk0

 

ADK Powder Skiers
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Notification sent via Wix Automations



From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from ADK Powder Skiers
Date: Friday, November 8, 2024 5:58:56 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Fri Nov 08 2024 

17:58:44 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard Time)

Last Name [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Bollinger

Email [CMS form submit into Email collection]: mtbmikeb@gmail.com

Comments [CMS form submit into Email collection]: As a NY taxpayer, I 

would love to see more of my donation going into the development and 

management of more trails. Especially winter accessible touring trails!

Created Date [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Fri Nov 08 2024 

17:58:44 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard Time)

First Name [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Michael

Phone Number [CMS form submit into Email collection]: 5186699886

Form ID: comp-m30q4jk0

 

ADK Powder Skiers
Notification sent via Wix Automations
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From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from ADK Powder Skiers
Date: Friday, November 8, 2024 6:21:55 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Fri Nov 08 2024 

18:21:42 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard Time)

Last Name [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Budlong

Email [CMS form submit into Email collection]: pjbudlong@aol.com

Comments [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Spend less time 

killing pet squirrels, more Time proving relatively harmless access to 

back country skiers. Please

Created Date [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Fri Nov 08 2024 

18:21:42 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard Time)

First Name [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Paul

Phone Number [CMS form submit into Email collection]: 5188529312

Form ID: comp-m30q4jk0

 

ADK Powder Skiers
Notification sent via Wix Automations
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From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from ADK Powder Skiers
Date: Friday, November 8, 2024 7:36:31 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Fri Nov 08 2024 

19:36:19 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard Time)

Last Name [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Tyler

Email [CMS form submit into Email collection]: 

katiet_gunks@yahoo.com

Comments [CMS form submit into Email collection]: I would like to see 

backcountry ski trails. I see first hand how trails that are skied on only in 

the winter (I.e. Indian Falls Ski Trail ) show no impact at all in the off 

season months. There are no trails shared with hikers that aren’t 

potholed every single day , no matter the snow depth. Backcountry 

skiing is only getting more popular , more people going to the peaks to 

do it , it is time we had some of our own trials 

Created Date [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Fri Nov 08 2024 

19:36:19 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard Time)

First Name [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Katie

Phone Number [CMS form submit into Email collection]: 5185244319

mailto:no-reply@crm.wix.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


Form ID: comp-m30q4jk0

 

ADK Powder Skiers
Notification sent via Wix Automations
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From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from ADK Powder Skiers
Date: Friday, November 8, 2024 9:46:43 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Fri Nov 08 2024 

21:46:29 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard Time)

Last Name [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Eaton

Email [CMS form submit into Email collection]: ttree68@gmail.com

Comments [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Lived here since I 

was 16 and a strong outdoor enthusiast. Skiing and snowboarding in 

the backcountry are super low impact activities and fit week with the 

historical and modern day use of the forest preserve. Please evolve the 

language in the regulations to allow for expanded wintertime foot travel 

in our glorious mountains!! Thanks!

Created Date [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Fri Nov 08 2024 

21:46:29 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard Time)

First Name [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Tyler

Phone Number [CMS form submit into Email collection]: 5185241482

Form ID: comp-m30q4jk0
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ADK Powder Skiers
Notification sent via Wix Automations

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu46509964.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.16O0hg1-2FLz1kpPxGHUZbqZk4mwOValW8Vcy4a06zNkzi2R6IviT1JPvvf4cfosPCFHAr_88hCRf29-2B-2B4o-2FzKRt7gWaQEuQh3u1G5HfG0HptNZ5EvnrNGxy0ocL0lnZPHScT7swD2lvxU-2B15jYClZq-2BOUKBtvPnXp5pzOkk7Oe-2Bg4Y5gY4se26T0-2Bnk-2Fox5QPIeF4GhYUGWol2UkRKTg8SWsncyp-2BUC-2BBsv5TxDQHW2CH-2F5bdJD601riREzOkDFZv6MkmXtqC9eyJppO0VhP-2FR1KsjQ2DSOpuna1Ol74yuuaF9MYY45t2-2F9u9uyMOfLyrgSXhfdV-2FQmUKDSdWUNnh-2BlbUC1fSiK1EI2NQEPFtB-2F7rsiPaBnw4dDPS9wEvNkVAOClxBLxwgLw8Ton-2FHeeNtD0uZFIVEvvWEWrULLaRVGZIB-2FeUHkLAhWB5n9GYiynKtCxqjH3q-2Btro710Bjf5BkET8ev3vWurDgX8MvN-2FZgplDLvEnDKhl-2FuRBLHNSbahsD3b18rmas93OLD5hjhvM9NQWlj2uKNoufWfOrZM3x928bLAs-3D&data=05%7C02%7Cslmp_ump_comments%40apa.ny.gov%7C18afa528bcdc45b92b3608dd0068bb1c%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638667172032544073%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=U6sAQpltTBuDVAN67hhEnMTq7PySa6TAnPCotpv5tNE%3D&reserved=0


From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from ADK Powder Skiers
Date: Friday, November 8, 2024 9:55:18 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Fri Nov 08 2024 

21:55:02 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard Time)

Last Name [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Sills

Email [CMS form submit into Email collection]: insillls@msn.com

Comments [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Backup try skiing, 

as hiking, should be part of activities done and encouraged in all NYS 

lands including all areas protected as .wilderness.

Created Date [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Fri Nov 08 2024 

21:55:02 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard Time)

First Name [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Irene

Form ID: comp-m30q4jk0

 

ADK Powder Skiers
Notification sent via Wix Automations
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From: Monnie Newman
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Proposed Amendment opposition
Date: Saturday, November 9, 2024 10:03:02 AM

You don't often get email from monnienewman@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

To whom it may concern:
As proposed, the SLMP motor vehicle definition would now permit “other power driven
mobility devices” on Wilderness , Primitive or Canoe areas.  However use of motorized
vehicles is expressly prohibited by the Master Plan and DEC regulations part 196 which
prohibits use of any motor vehicles on any Wild Forest Trail.
As proposed, the amendment would destroy the very character of Wilderness : a cornerstone
of the Master Plan. Use of ATVs or golf carts would fundamentally alter the Adirondack
Forest Preserve.
The only place ATV or golf carts class of OPDMD should be authorized is on Forest Preserve
roads signed as open to motor vehicles or on roads exclusively for persons with disabilities
under CP-3. 
Respectfully,
Monnie Newman
7 Morehouse Dr
Ticonderoga NY 12883

mailto:monnienewman@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from ADK Powder Skiers
Date: Sunday, November 10, 2024 8:16:44 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Sun Nov 10 

2024 08:16:32 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard Time)

Last Name [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Snyder

Email [CMS form submit into Email collection]: dws1972@gmail.com

Created Date [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Sun Nov 10 2024 

08:16:32 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard Time)

First Name [CMS form submit into Email collection]: DANIEL

Phone Number [CMS form submit into Email collection]: 9199435014

Form ID: comp-m30q4jk0

 

ADK Powder Skiers
Notification sent via Wix Automations
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From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from ADK Powder Skiers
Date: Sunday, November 10, 2024 8:18:54 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Sun Nov 10 

2024 08:18:40 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard Time)

Last Name [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Snyder

Email [CMS form submit into Email collection]: dws1972@gmail.com

Comments [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Please allow the 

Adirondack powder skiers Association to build and maintain 

backcountry ski trails in the Adirondack Park.

Created Date [CMS form submit into Email collection]: Sun Nov 10 2024 

08:18:40 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard Time)

First Name [CMS form submit into Email collection]: DANIEL

Phone Number [CMS form submit into Email collection]: 9199435014

Form ID: comp-m30q4jk0

 

ADK Powder Skiers
Notification sent via Wix Automations
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From: Kathy Taylor
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: jpdinuzzo@gmail.com
Subject: Project APSLMP2024; Adirondack Park Agency
Date: Sunday, November 10, 2024 7:30:13 PM

You don't often get email from lakekat@icloud.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

11/10/24

Adirondack Park Agency
Attn: Megan Phillips
1133 NYS Route 86
P.O. Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Dear Members of the Adirondack Park Agency,

I am writing to you as a member of the Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance, a not-for-profit
organization dedicated to the preservation and promotion of one of America's most historically
significant sites. Our mission is to ensure the protection and recognition of the Lake George
Battlefield Park, which holds an important place in our nation’s history.

I respectfully request that the Adirondack Park Agency consider an amendment to the State
Land Use Master Plan (SLUMP) to include the Lake George Battlefield Park and Lake George
Battleground Campground within the listing of State-owned properties classified as "Historic."
I believe this designation is crucial in safeguarding these properties by minimizing the
potential for topographical alterations, while preserving their scenic, natural, and open space
qualities. A Historic classification would not only preserve the integrity of these sites, but also
enhance the state’s stewardship, prioritizing historic preservation over recreational
development.

The Lake George Battlefield Park is a National Register of Historic Places-listed property,
officially recognized as the Lake George Battlefield Park Historic District. This designation
clearly meets the eligibility criteria set forth by the APA for inclusion in the "Historic"
classification. These sites were pivotal locations during both the French & Indian War and the
American Revolution, and their historical significance extends far beyond regional
importance. They are an essential part of our national heritage, deserving of the protections
afforded by a Historic classification.

In conclusion, I urge the Adirondack Park Agency to act on this request and grant the Lake
George Battlefield Park and Lake George Battleground Campground the Historic designation
they rightfully deserve. This step will ensure the long-term protection of these critical historic
sites for future generations.

Thank you for your time and consideration. I look forward to your response.

Sincerely,

mailto:lakekat@icloud.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
mailto:jpdinuzzo@gmail.com
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


Kathy Taylor

Don Pompliano
Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance



From: Greg Keefer
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Project APSLMP2024; Adirondack Park Agency ; Megan Phillips
Date: Sunday, November 10, 2024 8:53:42 PM

You don't often get email from keefersva@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

I am a member of the Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance, the not-for-profit "friends group"
that supports and promotes the preservation of one of America's most hallowed grounds. 

I write to request that the APA insert an amendment to the State Land Use Master Plan to
include the Lake George Battlefield Park and Lake George Battleground Campground in the
listing of State-owned facilities classified as “Historic ” properties within the Adirondack
Park. I  believe that a Historic classification will help protect these properties by minimizing
topographical alterations and preserving their scenic, natural, and open space attributes. The
change in classification would also facilitate the State’s enhanced stewardship of the property
to reflect a prioritization based on historic preservation rather than recreation. The location is a
National Register of Historic Places-listed property referenced as the Lake George Battlefield
Park Historic District, and clearly meets eligibility requirements for the APA’s Historic
classification.

These sites were the locations of key events during the French & Indian War and the
American Revolution, are important elements of our national heritage, and are deserving of
the additional protections that the Historic designation will afford. 

Best,

Greg Keefer

mailto:keefersva@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
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From: Gary Moon
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Project APSLMP2024; Adirondack Park Agency ; Megan Phillips
Date: Sunday, November 10, 2024 9:22:36 PM

You don't often get email from gary.m.moon.lg@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Ms. Phillips:

As a dedicated member of the Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance, the not-for-profit
organization devoted to supporting and preserving one of America's most significant historical
sites, I am reaching out to request your consideration of an important matter.

I urge the Adirondack Park Agency (APA) to amend the State Land Use Master Plan to
reclassify the Lake George Battlefield Park and Lake George Battleground Campground as
“Historic” properties within the Adirondack Park. Such a designation would greatly enhance
the protection of these historically rich sites, ensuring that they remain safeguarded from
unnecessary topographical modifications while preserving their natural beauty, scenic vistas,
and open spaces.

The shift to a Historic classification would not only help maintain the integrity of these lands
but would also prioritize the State’s efforts in stewardship toward historic preservation rather
than focusing solely on recreational use. Given that the Lake George Battlefield Park Historic
District is already listed on the National Register of Historic Places, it is clear that these sites
meet the APA’s criteria for Historic designation.

These grounds are far more than just landscapes; they are the settings of pivotal events during
the French & Indian War and the American Revolution. As key elements of our national
heritage, they deserve the enhanced protections that a Historic designation would provide. It is
essential that we take steps now to ensure their preservation for future generations, honoring
their legacy and the stories they hold.

Thank you for your attention to this matter, and I appreciate your consideration of this request.

Gary Moon 
Lake George, NY 

mailto:gary.m.moon.lg@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
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From: Keith Rouleau
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: "Project APSLMP2024; Adirondack Park Agency ; Megan Phillips"
Date: Sunday, November 10, 2024 9:56:37 PM

You don't often get email from rouleaukeith@aol.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dr. Ms. Phillips,

My name is Keith Rouleau.

I am a member of the Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance, the not-for-profit "friends group"
that supports and promotes the preservation of one of America's most hallowed grounds. 

I write to request that the APA insert an amendment to the State Land Use Master Plan to
include the Lake George Battlefield Park and Lake George Battleground Campground in the
listing of State-owned facilities classified as “Historic ” properties within the Adirondack
Park. I  believe that a Historic classification will help protect these properties by minimizing
topographical alterations and preserving their scenic, natural, and open space attributes. The
change in classification would also facilitate the State’s enhanced stewardship of the property
to reflect a prioritization based on historic preservation rather than recreation. The location is a
National Register of Historic Places-listed property referenced as the Lake George Battlefield
Park Historic District, and clearly meets eligibility requirements for the APA’s Historic
classification.

These sites were the locations of key events during the French & Indian War and the
American Revolution, are important elements of our national heritage, and are deserving of
the additional protections that the Historic designation will afford. 

Regards,

Keith Rouleau
(rouleaukeith@aol.com)

My contact information is:

Keith Rouleau
13849 Springstone Drive
Clifton, VA 20124

Cell #: (248) 207-4587

mailto:rouleaukeith@aol.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Mona Seeger
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: LG Battlefield Park
Date: Sunday, November 10, 2024 9:56:37 PM

You don't often get email from 7910959@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

I am a supporter of the Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance, the
not-for-profit "friends group" that supports and promotes the
preservation of one of America's most hallowed grounds. 

I write to request that the APA insert an amendment to the State
Land Use Master Plan to include the Lake George Battlefield Park
and Lake George Battleground Campground in the listing of
State-owned facilities classified as “Historic ” properties within the
Adirondack Park. I  believe that a Historic classification will help
protect these properties by minimizing topographical alterations
and preserving their scenic, natural, and open space attributes.
The change in classification would also facilitate the State’s
enhanced stewardship of the property to reflect a prioritization
based on historic preservation rather than recreation. The location
is a National Register of Historic Places-listed property referenced
as the Lake George Battlefield Park Historic District, and clearly
meets eligibility requirements for the APA’s Historic classification.

These sites were the locations of key events during the French &
Indian War and the American Revolution, are important elements
of our national heritage, and are deserving of the additional
protections that the Historic designation will afford. 

Mona Seeger
Resident of Lake George

Sent from my pink princess phone

mailto:7910959@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Bruce Trimper
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Project APSLMP2024; Adirondack Park Agency ; Megan Phillips
Date: Sunday, November 10, 2024 10:10:51 PM

You don't often get email from btrimper@live.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Good evening, 

I am a supporter of the Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance, the not-for-profit "friends group"
that supports and promotes the preservation of one of America's most hallowed grounds. 

I write to request that the APA insert an amendment to the State Land Use Master Plan to
include the Lake George Battlefield Park and Lake George Battleground Campground in the
listing of State-owned facilities classified as “Historic ” properties within the Adirondack Park.
I  believe that a Historic classification will help protect these properties by minimizing
topographical alterations and preserving their scenic, natural, and open space attributes. The
change in classification would also facilitate the State’s enhanced stewardship of the property
to reflect a prioritization based on historic preservation rather than recreation. The location is
a National Register of Historic Places-listed property referenced as the Lake George Battlefield
Park Historic District, and clearly meets eligibility requirements for the APA’s Historic
classification.

These sites were the locations of key events during the French & Indian War and the American
Revolution, are important elements of our national heritage, and are deserving of the
additional protections that the Historic designation will afford. 

Bruce Trimper
Rotterdam NY

mailto:btrimper@live.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from ADK Powder Skiers
Date: Monday, November 11, 2024 7:10:02 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Mon Nov 11 2024 07:09:48 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

Last Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Smith

Email [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email collection]: 

matthew.preston.smith@gmail.com

Created Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Mon Nov 11 2024 07:09:48 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

First Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Matthew

Phone Number [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: 2039885386

Form ID: comp-m30q4jk0

 

mailto:no-reply@crm.wix.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


ADK Powder Skiers
Notification sent via Wix Automations

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu46509964.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.16O0hg1-2FLz1kpPxGHUZbqZk4mwOValW8Vcy4a06zNkzi2R6IviT1JPvvf4cfosPCA7og_88hCRf29-2B-2B4o-2FzKRt7gWaQEuQh3u1G5HfG0HptNZ5EvnrNGxy0ocL0lnZPHScT7swD2lvxU-2B15jYClZq-2BOUKBogtHtGzoFOU-2FACInwZT28JcnXCz3ly5vSHufYPmfiPepBqQxyUzc0vNDIWACxXxdWtKurLjxycw4Z7AEaj3ulLOLJ0zxAv-2F8K8IIQTzpajcmdU0D0nTDIWkKOTTYtgp7z5M6y41zpiMaInPGcC1TDo-2F-2FBpgMtOUN34frMOU24STExBa4-2BsZ5IbMYQ5hJA5oOxLS3pbgFEnjksd7yUlHYdNLIHmlKevmp0GhC5-2Fw-2BJ724ZXTjou79rHHTK-2Fvq2P-2B-2BC-2BouHBYHrACtde7inwyTwGjprNj3mGbPDXvgxdtVNA1NLRmZcQA0wSvQ1gZTW08I0f7hEv8lZuqhIMVx5t24c9zRPLHkUSsD0-2B7sJswcdfFGeHwj1NGTomePbXRa3KhGuuEdRSK13PjtLii0OSJFa8-3D&data=05%7C02%7Cslmp_ump_comments%40apa.ny.gov%7C296433a5624f4e3c23ec08dd0249c2fa%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638669238015997516%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LnqPetVnN9cbcIYigJ64qbxpcNUxyrd6vB%2F9B2qbODQ%3D&reserved=0


From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from ADK Powder Skiers
Date: Monday, November 11, 2024 8:00:00 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Mon Nov 11 2024 07:59:47 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

Last Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Sausville

Email [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email collection]: 

jimboat2@verizon.net

Comments [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Backcountry skiing in the ADK, has a long history. Limiting 

trail work, width and destinations is counter productive. Forcing more 

users to the few trails available. 

Created Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Mon Nov 11 2024 07:59:47 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

First Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Jim

mailto:no-reply@crm.wix.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


Phone Number [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: 5186377299

Form ID: comp-m30q4jk0

 

ADK Powder Skiers
Notification sent via Wix Automations

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu46509964.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.16O0hg1-2FLz1kpPxGHUZbqZk4mwOValW8Vcy4a06zNkzi2R6IviT1JPvvf4cfosPCIKhB_88hCRf29-2B-2B4o-2FzKRt7gWaQEuQh3u1G5HfG0HptNZ5EvnrNGxy0ocL0lnZPHScT7swD2lvxU-2B15jYClZq-2BOUKBjCMiIaMfEzvxLlh831YJHenTTGjolTZ1-2BjfcUPAbmsmO-2BTdfLi0t8Hd8be46wMo5YVyPjDDjRhhG5RUe5s6KeFsZE4cyQxTLM8eIQQPtBX8t1BnR5sl1pGT1Hn1HW0wdzHMNDhmCyTwoU0Ym-2FEspzP9N-2BFWgi7MB6HLqcJz28vuygrROpumTdoYyC-2F35XzZdgqhhJEfJa5hMoDZI-2B-2B-2FPVq8yDFLp5qyH4TyXmWE1Qp-2F0Cydi-2FDVRqfwc7SW1xFiX-2FgAoJlDFetqKMdeg1Fe-2B9TGCNHjT2uNR55tspLEn7rSZK0xKc4j6TiNJX8MHWUhlsBwmve3Y19HhXYHQEGVqxmCHC8j7eIixzabkZj4KuijOzmLc8V1J2wPrKN6xBVq3z94Q26vDwYV3ofO3L0Yyd0-3D&data=05%7C02%7Cslmp_ump_comments%40apa.ny.gov%7C79aa3cf8622544c0d88e08dd0250bc3d%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638669268001461145%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6MMYttyQgsfZ5w2bu3hWv4s%2BJCPjE%2F9FQRbXKerS9%2FA%3D&reserved=0


From: James Brannick
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Project APSLMP2024; Adirondack Park Agency ; Megan Phillips
Date: Monday, November 11, 2024 8:03:25 AM

[You don't often get email from jamesbrannick@globaltreasuryservices.com. Learn why this is important at https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

> I am a member of the Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance, the not-for-profit "friends group" that supports and promotes the preservation of one of America's most hallowed grounds.
>
> I write to request that the APA insert an amendment to the State Land Use Master Plan to include the Lake George Battlefield Park and Lake George Battleground Campground in the listing of State-owned facilities classified as “Historic ” properties within the Adirondack Park. I  believe that a Historic classification will help protect these properties by minimizing topographical alterations and preserving their scenic, natural, and open space attributes. The change in classification would also facilitate the State’s
enhanced stewardship of the property to reflect a prioritization based on historic preservation rather than recreation. The location is a National Register of Historic Places-listed property referenced as the Lake George Battlefield Park Historic District, and clearly meets eligibility requirements for the APA’s Historic classification.
>
> These sites were the locations of key events during the French & Indian War and the American Revolution, are important elements of our national heritage, and are deserving of the additional protections that the Historic designation will afford.

Thank you

--
James Brannick
Global Treasury Services, LLC
316 Drive C, Strathmont Park
Elmira, NY  14905
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.globaltreasuryservices.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cslmp_ump_comments%40apa.ny.gov%7C24482dd6b8dc46691b1508dd02513869%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638669270049534036%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pYcN3cbeqB74BrrCcuMo512%2F%2Fv6SSuTm5nUjScT0xfo%3D&reserved=0

mailto:jamesbrannick@globaltreasuryservices.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Bob Shwajlyk
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Project APSLMP2024; Adirondack Park Agency ; Megan Phillips
Date: Monday, November 11, 2024 8:09:13 AM

You don't often get email from march25@nycap.rr.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

I am a member of the Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance, the not-for-profit "friends
group" that supports and promotes the preservation of one of America's most hallowed
grounds. 

I write to request that the APA insert an amendment to the State Land Use Master Plan
to include the Lake George Battlefield Park and Lake George Battleground
Campground in the listing of State-owned facilities classified as “Historic ” properties
within the Adirondack Park. I  believe that a Historic classification will help protect
these properties by minimizing topographical alterations and preserving their scenic,
natural, and open space attributes. The change in classification would also facilitate the
State’s enhanced stewardship of the property to reflect a prioritization based on historic
preservation rather than recreation. The location is a National Register of Historic
Places-listed property referenced as the Lake George Battlefield Park Historic District,
and clearly meets eligibility requirements for the APA’s Historic classification.

These sites were the locations of key events during the French & Indian War and the
American Revolution, are important elements of our national heritage, and are
deserving of the additional protections that the Historic designation will afford. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this issue.

Robert Shwajlyk
161 East State St Ext
Gloversville, NY 12078
518-774-9554

mailto:march25@nycap.rr.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Zarcuws
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Project APSLMP2024; Adirondack Park Agency ; Megan Phillips
Date: Monday, November 11, 2024 8:18:14 AM

You don't often get email from zarcuws@aol.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

To: Megan Phillips, Adirondack Park Agency

Hello.  

I am a trustee and officer in The French & Indian War Society at Lake George, Inc.,
a not-for-profit corporation.  Moreover, I am a regulator contributor of articles that
are published in the LAKE GEORGE MIRROR newspaper on topics related to
Lake George-area history and archaeology.

I am writing to you to ask that the Adirondack Park Agency insert an amendment to
the State Land Use Master Plan.  That amendment would include the Lake George
Battlefield Park and Lake George Battleground Campground in the listing of State-
owned facilities classified as “Historic ” properties within the Adirondack Park. 

This would certainly help as a "Historic" classification would better preserve these
noteworthy sites.  The classification change would facilitate the State’s stewardship
of the grounds and would likely prioritize the properties as historic rather than for
recreation.  These grounds are listed on the National Register of Historic Places and
thus they certainly meet all eligibility requirements for the APA’s "Historic"
classification.

Both sites played integral roles during the French & Indian War (1755–1763) and
the American Revolution (1775–1783), and are certainly deserving of the additional
protections that the "Historic" designation would provide. 

Thank you for providing me the opportunity to voice my support for this
classification change ("Historic") for Lake George Battlefield Park and Lake
George Battleground Campground.  I'm sure if the local citizenry were polled they
would overwhelmingly support this classification amendment, too.

Respectfully,

Joseph W. Zarzynski, RPA (Register of Professional Archaeologists)
P.O. Box 2134
Wilton, New York 12831

mailto:zarcuws@aol.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


(518)-587-7638 (h)
zarcuws@aol.com



From: Michael G Mulshine
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Project APSLMP2024; Adirondack Park Agency ; Megan Phillips
Date: Monday, November 11, 2024 8:25:53 AM

You don't often get email from michaelmulshine@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Megan,
 
I am a member of the Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance, the not-for-profit "friends group" that
supports and promotes the preservation of one of America's most hallowed grounds. 
 
I write to request that the APA insert an amendment to the State Land Use Master Plan to
include the Lake George Battlefield Park and Lake George Battleground Campground in the listing
of State-owned facilities classified as “Historic ” properties within the Adirondack Park. I  believe
that a Historic classification will help protect these properties by minimizing topographical
alterations and preserving their scenic, natural, and open space attributes. The change in
classification would also facilitate the State’s enhanced stewardship of the property to reflect a
prioritization based on historic preservation rather than recreation. The location is a National
Register of Historic Places-listed property referenced as the Lake George Battlefield Park Historic
District, and clearly meets eligibility requirements for the APA’s Historic classification.
 
These sites were the locations of key events during the French & Indian War and the American
Revolution, are important elements of our national heritage, and are deserving of the additional
protections that the Historic designation will afford.
 
Thanks,
Michael G Mulshine
24 Fox Hollow Lane
Queensbury, NY 12804
 
 

 

mailto:michaelmulshine@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: David Haugh
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Project APSLMP2024; Adirondack Park Agency ; Megan Phillips
Date: Monday, November 11, 2024 8:38:31 AM

[You don't often get email from haughd@gmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

For the attention of:
Ms. Megan Phillips of the APA﻿
﻿
I am a member of the Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance, the not-for-profit "friends group" that supports and
promotes the preservation of one of America's most hallowed grounds.

I write to request that the APA insert an amendment to the State Land Use Master Plan to include the Lake George
Battlefield Park and Lake George Battleground Campground in the listing of State-owned facilities classified as
“Historic ” properties within the Adirondack Park. I  believe that a Historic classification will help protect these
properties by minimizing topographical alterations and preserving their scenic, natural, and open space attributes.
The change in classification would also facilitate the State’s enhanced stewardship of the property to reflect a
prioritization based on historic preservation rather than recreation. The location is a National Register of Historic
Places-listed property referenced as the Lake George Battlefield Park Historic District, and clearly meets eligibility
requirements for the APA’s Historic classification.

These sites were the locations of key events during the French & Indian War and the American Revolution, are
important elements of our national heritage, and are deserving of the additional protections that the Historic
designation will afford.
—————
Regards,
David

mailto:haughd@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Iva Loomis
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: I am a supporter of the Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance, the not-for-profit "friends group" that supports and

promotes the preservation of one of America"s most hallowed grounds. I write to request that the APA insert an
amendment to the State La...

Date: Monday, November 11, 2024 8:43:48 AM

You don't often get email from icloomis44@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

I am a supporter of the Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance, the not-for-profit
"friends group" that supports and promotes the preservation of one of America's most
hallowed grounds. 

I write to request that the APA insert an amendment to the State Land Use Master Plan
to include the I am a supporter of the Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance, the not-for-
profit "friends group" that supports and promotes the preservation of one of America's
most hallowed grounds. 

I write to request that the APA insert an amendment to the State Land Use Master Plan
to include the Lake George Battlefield Park and Lake George Battleground
Campground in the listing of State-owned facilities classified as “Historic ” properties
within the Adirondack Park. I  believe that a Historic classification will help protect
these properties by minimizing topographical alterations and preserving their scenic,
natural, and open space attributes. The change in classification would also facilitate the
State’s enhanced stewardship of the property to reflect a prioritization based on historic
preservation rather than recreation. The location is a National Register of Historic
Places-listed property referenced as the Lake George Battlefield Park Historic District,
and clearly meets eligibility requirements for the APA’s Historic classification.

These sites were the locations of key events during the French & Indian War and the
American Revolution, are important elements of our national heritage, and are
deserving of the additional protections that the Historic designation will afford. 
 in the listing of State-owned facilities classified as “Historic ” properties within the
Adirondack Park. I  believe that a Historic classification will help protect these
properties by minimizing topographical alterations and preserving their scenic, natural,
and open space attributes. The change in classification would also facilitate the State’s
enhanced stewardship of the property to reflect a prioritization based on historic
preservation rather than recreation. The location is a National Register of Historic
Places-listed property referenced as the Lake George Battlefield Park Historic District,
and clearly meets eligibility requirements for the APA’s Historic classification.

These sites were the locations of key events during the French & Indian War and the
American Revolution, are important elements of our national heritage, and are
deserving of the additional protections that the Historic designation will afford. 

mailto:icloomis44@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Robert Schutte
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Project APSLMP2024; Adirondack Park Agency ; Megan Phillips
Date: Monday, November 11, 2024 9:17:20 AM

You don't often get email from rmsapr424@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Hello,
I am a member of the Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance, the not-for-profit "friends
group" that supports and promotes the preservation of one of America's most hallowed
grounds. 

I write to request that the APA insert an amendment to the State Land Use Master Plan
to include the Lake George Battlefield Park and Lake George Battleground
Campground in the listing of State-owned facilities classified as “Historic ” properties
within the Adirondack Park. I  believe that a Historic classification will help protect
these properties by minimizing topographical alterations and preserving their scenic,
natural, and open space attributes. The change in classification would also facilitate the
State’s enhanced stewardship of the property to reflect a prioritization based on historic
preservation rather than recreation. The location is a National Register of Historic
Places-listed property referenced as the Lake George Battlefield Park Historic District,
and clearly meets eligibility requirements for the APA’s Historic classification.

These sites were the locations of key events during the French & Indian War and the
American Revolution, are important elements of our national heritage, and are
deserving of the additional protections that the Historic designation will afford. 

Thank you.

Robert Schutte

mailto:rmsapr424@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Exec Director
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: Publications; John DiNuzzo
Subject: Letter on Behalf of the Lake George Battlefield Park and Campground
Date: Monday, November 11, 2024 9:56:08 AM

You don't often get email from execdir@warrencountyhistoricalsociety.org. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Megan Phillips,

I am a member of the Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance, the not-for-profit "friends group"
that supports and promotes the preservation of one of America's most hallowed grounds.  I
also serve as the Executive Director of the Warren County Historical Society (WCHS), which
is also a member of the Alliance.

I am writing to you to request that the APA insert an amendment to the State Land Use Master
Plan to include the Lake George Battlefield Park and Lake George Battleground Campground
in the listing of State-owned facilities classified as "Historic" properties within the Adirondack
Park.  I, and the WCHS, believe that a Historic classification will help protect these properties
by minimizing topographical alterations and preserving their scenic, natural, and open space
attributes.  The change in classification would also facilitate the State's enhanced stewardship
of the property to reflect a prioritization based on historic preservation rather than recreation. 
The location is a National Register of Historic Places - listed property referenced as the Lake
George Battlefield Park Historic District, and clearly meets eligibility requirements for the
APA's Historic classification.  

These sites were the locations of key events during the French & Indian War and the
American Revolution, are important elements of our national heritage, and are deserving of
the additional protections that the Historic designation will afford.

I and the Warren County Historical Society are pleased to advocate in favor of this "Historic"
designation. 

Sincerely,

Teri Rogers
Executive Director
Warren County Historical Society
50 Gurney Lane, Queensbury, NY 12804
execdir@wcnyhs.org
518-743-0734

-- 
Teri Rogers
Executive Director
Warren County Historical Society
50 Gurney Lane, Queensbury, NY 12804
518 - 743 - 0734

mailto:execdir@wcnyhs.org
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: larock1505@aol.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Monday, November 11, 2024 10:28:39 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Karen LaRocque, larock1505@aol.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Karen LaRocque
 Email from: larock1505@aol.com
 Address: 30 Starbuck Dr Unit 408 Green Island NY 12183
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 I am a member of the Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance and I am writing
to request that the APA insert an amendment to the State Land Use Master Plan to include the Lake George
Battlefield Park and Lake George Battleground Campground in the listing of State-owned facilities classified as
“Historic ” properties within the Adirondack Park. I  believe that a Historic classification will help protect these
properties by minimizing topographical alterations and preserving their scenic, natural, and open space attributes.
The change in classification would also facilitate the State’s enhanced stewardship of the property to reflect a
prioritization based on historic preservation rather than recreation. The location is a National Register of Historic
Places-listed property referenced as the Lake George Battlefield Park Historic District, and clearly meets eligibility
requirements for the APA’s Historic classification.

These sites were the locations of key events during the French & Indian War and the American Revolution, are
important elements of our national heritage, and are deserving of the additional protections that the Historic
designation will afford.

Thank you for your consideration.

mailto:noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
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From: Alison Williams
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Project APSLMP2024; Adirondack Park Agency ; Megan Phillips
Date: Monday, November 11, 2024 10:34:23 AM

You don't often get email from amdinuzzo@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Good Morning,

I am a member of the Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance, the not-for-profit "friends
group" that supports and promotes the preservation of one of America's most hallowed
grounds. 

I write to request that the APA insert an amendment to the State Land Use Master Plan
to include the Lake George Battlefield Park and Lake George Battleground
Campground in the listing of State-owned facilities classified as “Historic ” properties
within the Adirondack Park. I  believe that a Historic classification will help protect
these properties by minimizing topographical alterations and preserving their scenic,
natural, and open space attributes. The change in classification would also facilitate the
State’s enhanced stewardship of the property to reflect a prioritization based on historic
preservation rather than recreation. The location is a National Register of Historic
Places-listed property referenced as the Lake George Battlefield Park Historic District,
and clearly meets eligibility requirements for the APA’s Historic classification.

These sites were the locations of key events during the French & Indian War and the
American Revolution, are important elements of our national heritage, and are
deserving of the additional protections that the Historic designation will afford. 

Thank you for your attention to this important matter.
 
Sincerely,
Alison Williams
1017 Eagens Creek
Oviedo, FL 32765

mailto:amdinuzzo@gmail.com
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From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from ADK Powder Skiers
Date: Monday, November 11, 2024 11:04:26 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Mon Nov 11 2024 11:04:17 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

Last Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Loving

Email [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email collection]: 

juliealoving13@gmail.com

Comments [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: We have trails for hiking, biking, atvs, snowmobiles, etc. We 

should have trails for backcountry skiing. Organizations in VT, NH, and 

various other states have shown us that this can be done in a thoughtful 

and respectful way; providing access to backcountry skiing while 

maintaining our natural, wild land. Please consider making an 

amendment for backcountry skiiers. Thank you. 

Created Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Mon Nov 11 2024 11:04:17 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

mailto:no-reply@crm.wix.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


Time)

First Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Julie

Phone Number [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: 3392062303

Form ID: comp-m30q4jk0

 

ADK Powder Skiers
Notification sent via Wix Automations

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu46509964.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.16O0hg1-2FLz1kpPxGHUZbqZk4mwOValW8Vcy4a06zNkzi2R6IviT1JPvvf4cfosPC5z-q_88hCRf29-2B-2B4o-2FzKRt7gWaQEuQh3u1G5HfG0HptNZ5EvnrNGxy0ocL0lnZPHScT7swD2lvxU-2B15jYClZq-2BOUKBqnyptGFajp-2F7G2BHISIhp3CraZEZPcAE4IA3HdcCDa9u911WkkP62scNf2Cnb0HI4BA6E97JrjhukuHOCi5rEK1DV9ig0CMVO-2Bko0NqVtF6VQLxDHXc6NGU9f-2BY8PsP1Fm4AereRK8L2yp6zIhD7STcGnFpRXhHvz4X89gkUqCCWc-2FRFIdTc-2F0hdpcA0ZZMwXwVg3zlymRgPIR-2BAJ3eaRmuAxlfy1NdOofu-2FFXYit8TRDhUmhhbKgEJfz6uMINa8jPucFnDhNisZot220sc47sOrDDbVtvuYvhcGUA8x-2BSB7Rmk2sUYj-2BLzsN8y6EKciXEOPfcYJGTEnQNAxm-2BKidh1VupLT84M6HCzH45691q5-2FVgCOKPMj3AXd61g1M5eclEghPsvsazyEYbPFmZdOMw-3D&data=05%7C02%7Cslmp_ump_comments%40apa.ny.gov%7C9f25f3cf4ca345ae2c4508dd026a8210%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638669378658567268%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=u%2BjpWt6g76bgPVH8L%2FPR%2Bk6rQi6bvPI%2BCI8lufq2tAc%3D&reserved=0


From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: kbronnersr@gmail.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Monday, November 11, 2024 11:15:22 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Kevin M Bronner, Ph.D., kbronnersr@gmail.com" into your message for our
reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Kevin M Bronner, Ph.D.
 Email from: kbronnersr@gmail.com
 Address: 4 Georgian Terrace Loudonville NY 12211
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 Please classify the Lake George Battlefield Park and the adjacent Lake George Battlefield as Historic Use property.

I am a member of the Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance and I have visited the Lake George Battlefield Park
since the late 1950s.  The Adirondack Park Agency (APA) should insert an amendment to the State Land Use
Master Plan to classify the property at the Lake George Battlefield and the adjacent campground as "Historic Use"
property.

This designation will provide additional protection to the historic site from alterations and it will help to enhance the
enjoyment of the many visitors to the park yearly.

The Lake George Battlefield Park is a site of enormous historic value. During Colonial times it represented the
border between the French Empire and the British Empire in the Lake George Region.  Many key events during the
French and Indian War and in the American Revolutionary War occurred at the site.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments in this proceeding.

Kevin M. Bronner, Ph.D.
4 Georgian Terrace
Loudonville, NY 12211

Member:  Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance;  The Albany Institute of History and Art;  The Town of Colonie
Historical Society; The Cherry Valley New York Museum.

mailto:noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: kado.moench@gmail.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Monday, November 11, 2024 11:28:55 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Kathleen Moench, kado.moench@gmail.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Kathleen Moench
 Email from: kado.moench@gmail.com
 Address:
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 These sites were the locations of key events during the French & Indian War and the American Revolution, are
important elements of our national heritage, and are deserving of the additional protections that the Historic
designation will afford.

mailto:noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: douglas.moench77@gmail.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Monday, November 11, 2024 11:37:28 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Douglas Moench, douglas.moench77@gmail.com" into your message for our
reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Douglas Moench
 Email from: douglas.moench77@gmail.com
 Address:
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 I write to request that the APA insert an amendment to the State Land Use Master Plan to include the Lake George
Battlefield Park and Lake George Battleground Campground in the listing of State-owned facilities classified as
“Historic ” properties within the Adirondack Park. I  believe that a Historic classification will help protect these
properties. These sites were the locations of key events during the French & Indian War and the American
Revolution, are important elements of our national heritage, and are deserving of the additional protections that the
Historic designation will afford.

mailto:noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
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From: Lorna Hainesworth
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: John DiNuzzo
Subject: Project APSLMP2024; Adirondack Park Agency ; Megan Phillips
Date: Monday, November 11, 2024 12:59:59 PM

You don't often get email from lornament@comcast.net. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Megan,
I am a life-time member of the Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance, the not-for-
profit "friends group" that supports and promotes the preservation of one of
America's most hallowed grounds. I write to request that the Lake George
Battlefield Park be classified as “Historic Use”under the Adirondack Park
Agency (APA) State Land Use Management Plan rather than its current
classification of "Intensive Use".  Historic events during the French & Indian War
and the American Revolution happened here and are important elements of our
national heritage deserving of the additional protections that the “Historic
Use”designation will afford.
Thank you for your assistance in this matter.
Lotna

mailto:lornament@comcast.net
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
mailto:jpdinuzzo@gmail.com
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: dapadk@gmail.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Monday, November 11, 2024 1:52:32 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, David Pisaneschi, dapadk@gmail.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: David Pisaneschi
 Email from: dapadk@gmail.com
 Address: 180 South Main Avenue New York 12208-2409
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 November 12, 2024
                                                                180 South Main Avenue
                                                                Albany, MY 12208

RE: ASLMP Draft Amendments

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977
(518) 891-4050
Dear Ms. Phillips:
Thank you for allowing me to comment on the proposed Adirondack State Land Master Plan (ASLMP)
Amendments. While I understand the need for handicapped access, I am completely opposed to the weakening of
any existing protection of the Forest Preserve, particularly related to  Wilderness areas.
At the workshop years ago, John Banta, who was then the APA attorney, stated that "The Forest Preserve should be
a refuge from technology."  This made a lot of sense to me. NY has a State Park System which can facilitate
handicapped access. So can DEC Campgrounds within the Forest Preserve. There’s also the Galusha agreement and
the CP-3 program. Furthermore, motorized access is permitted in Wild Forest areas. Consequently, I see no reason
to compromise our Wilderness areas in the Adirondacks. Wilderness is rare and precious. A place can either be
Wilderness or ADA compliant. It cannot be both.
Finally, there’ is no reason for these proposed amendments since neither the APA nor DEC have given any public
evidence that the U.S. Justice Dept. is forcing the APA to amend the ASLMP to comply with federal ADA rules.
Thank you for considering my comments.

                                        Sincerely

                                        David A Pisaneschi

mailto:noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
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From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from ADK Powder Skiers
Date: Monday, November 11, 2024 2:11:32 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Mon Nov 11 2024 14:11:24 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

Last Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Rafferty 

Email [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email collection]: 

rifraf2017@gmail.com

Comments [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: This proposed amendment to our state land master plan 

would be a wonderful asset to the backcountry skiers without creating 

any adverse effects within the forest preserve. As an avid Backcountry 

skier and environmentalist I fully support this proposed amendment.

Created Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Mon Nov 11 2024 14:11:24 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

First Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

mailto:no-reply@crm.wix.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


collection]: Robert

Phone Number [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: 5185246381

Form ID: comp-m30q4jk0

 

ADK Powder Skiers
Notification sent via Wix Automations

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu46509964.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.16O0hg1-2FLz1kpPxGHUZbqZk4mwOValW8Vcy4a06zNkzi2R6IviT1JPvvf4cfosPCHIu5_88hCRf29-2B-2B4o-2FzKRt7gWaQEuQh3u1G5HfG0HptNZ5EvnrNGxy0ocL0lnZPHScT7swD2lvxU-2B15jYClZq-2BOUKBqmWuQhthnkI-2FJGXBIbqhjQyTvBntBJ7BXkglUXplVYRW5aZd6wsdFSMtWKi-2BLlOaofEnvCi0YKTP-2F0nLvdi7p9mP68ME-2FVKp2sfec8Myh1-2FfgYG4aerMmgEneV7Orci77fZDat-2FNece-2BA-2BG8SXeuAVhmuUZ2-2Fhh3F6R-2BJvTYBooALbbe4IoZ6KU1-2Fy5YTZTgdWYMtkYyHEmliHH-2BoHDuf-2FEo1lgtkTkkjbCeK1APyz9IqODAmc8ovK6gLjwzx-2BNzvNVgqL-2Bb9Nk6BWEE6PkfxN0lMGNfj0FI6nOOxBxhhnTwwqtqwnIFZ6LphkkNYP5iVP6ATJc01UWQdZKRZwbKW3-2FQk1iieyOonH-2F5R1S7SXASXtOYkxxs2XQzGLYTh1q4rAaMYsXUCrPU9Ny8cEqrj0-3D&data=05%7C02%7Cslmp_ump_comments%40apa.ny.gov%7Cbb1a275099be41a4a6ca08dd0284a56c%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638669490920259304%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=18P0ZTBtH%2FFKLZvJ4x8YcdhtjPeT9PbNfSmn4i2uaPc%3D&reserved=0


From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from ADK Powder Skiers
Date: Monday, November 11, 2024 3:46:04 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Mon Nov 11 2024 15:45:52 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

Last Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Brower

Email [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email collection]: 

erikjbrower@gmail.com

Comments [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: I want an amendment added to the State Land Master Plan 

for backcountry ski touring trails!

Created Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Mon Nov 11 2024 15:45:52 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

First Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: erik

Phone Number [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

mailto:no-reply@crm.wix.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


collection]: 8455941722

Form ID: comp-m30q4jk0

 

ADK Powder Skiers
Notification sent via Wix Automations

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu46509964.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.16O0hg1-2FLz1kpPxGHUZbqZk4mwOValW8Vcy4a06zNkzi2R6IviT1JPvvf4cfosPCtq9E_88hCRf29-2B-2B4o-2FzKRt7gWaQEuQh3u1G5HfG0HptNZ5EvnrNGxy0ocL0lnZPHScT7swD2lvxU-2B15jYClZq-2BOUKBu4MCZ2CQpHMrBvpB1KvSWcR1pMPmQWIzAS06XcLtaWlFEzyIBdG-2BtLBl7sjiWHBQxMAQ6MEPcPubn73PmkAyztrSsXRILeoIpJTcbNlFlQHdqi30-2FLwPnse8Y9sVQWE3M2DCxQvyvsbL5C66MDdvhE5DbFn9awSydpsdcIPlKXG6FEnXe3RikXazKeIWTYlykZ4hmNYdGQg4VLtKaKFzHBgHHEiM0jKOtGMDlYhwxcUTKiVdYbD7gUsdtHmO9WtMap5kGaGJMbghBzomMbLSBlxwYpnd5XhySnkHq-2BGXXraR6aAeooKJFB923g7pVeWBw8ibljsnRKlnhONW0dHHzzf3N660JxoIEnEaSWgMOBtllKASTPBVkJ3F6dx6PSYdTdNuMNeZrJnsP01y-2B7R7ug-3D&data=05%7C02%7Cslmp_ump_comments%40apa.ny.gov%7C85bf5f369b254efb6eb508dd0291da19%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638669547636255198%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Ph%2FRGHRm1nx722o3ecVSEP06Y1JOO5pm%2FgrfYSPcOHc%3D&reserved=0


From: joshua sabatini
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Project APSLMP2024; Adirondack Park Agency ; Megan Phillips
Date: Monday, November 11, 2024 8:03:21 PM

You don't often get email from jsabatinireadman@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

     I am a member of the Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance, the not-for-profit "friends group"
that supports and promotes the preservation of one of America's most hallowed grounds. 

     I write to request that the APA insert an amendment to the State Land Use Master Plan to
include the Lake George Battlefield Park and Lake George Battleground Campground in the listing
of State-owned facilities classified as “Historic ” properties within the Adirondack Park. I believe
that a Historic classification will help protect these properties by minimizing topographical
alterations and preserving their scenic, natural, and open space attributes. The change in
classification would also facilitate the State’s enhanced stewardship of the property to reflect a
prioritization based on historic preservation rather than recreation. The location is a National
Register of Historic Places-listed property referenced as the Lake George Battlefield Park Historic
District, and clearly meets eligibility requirements for the APA’s Historic classification.

     These sites were the locations of key events during the French & Indian War and the American
Revolution, are important elements of our national heritage, and are deserving of the additional
protections that the Historic designation will afford. 

Sincerely,

The Sabatini Family

mailto:jsabatinireadman@yahoo.com
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: jbonvil1@nycap.rr.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Monday, November 11, 2024 8:34:42 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, MR JOHN BONVILLE, jbonvil1@nycap.rr.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: MR JOHN BONVILLE
 Email from: jbonvil1@nycap.rr.com
 Address: 1428 Kania Rd Amsterdam NY 12010
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 I write to request that the APA insert an amendment to the State Land Use Master Plan to include the Lake George
Battlefield Park and Lake George Battleground Campground in the listing of State-owned facilities classified as
“Historic ” properties within the Adirondack Park. I  believe that a Historic classification will help protect these
properties by minimizing topographical alterations and preserving their scenic, natural, and open space attributes.
The change in classification would also facilitate the State’s enhanced stewardship of the property to reflect a
prioritization based on historic preservation rather than recreation. The location is a National Register of Historic
Places-listed property referenced as the Lake George Battlefield Park Historic District, and clearly meets eligibility
requirements for the APA’s Historic classification.

These sites were the locations of key events during the French & Indian War and the American Revolution, are
important elements of our national heritage, and are deserving of the additional protections that the Historic
designation will afford.
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mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
mailto:jbonvil1@nycap.rr.com


From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: cindypatenaude@gmail.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Monday, November 11, 2024 9:43:16 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Cynthia Patenaude, cindypatenaude@gmail.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Cynthia Patenaude
 Email from: cindypatenaude@gmail.com
 Address: 62A Upper Newtown Rd Mechanicville NY 12118
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 I think we risk losing what makes the Adirondacks unique if we open primitive and wilderness lands to motorized
access. Federal law makes exceptions when access would fundamentally change an area such as this. We already
have too few wild areas, and there are plenty  of areas that are accessible. Not every place has to be. As it is, there
are few waterways where one can escape the sounds of motors, and few areas where one can hike without hearing
traffic and other sounds of our modern world. While I empathize, those seeking access to more areas gain nothing if
those areas cease to exist.
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From: sandra alves
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: I oppose changes to the State Land Master Plan
Date: Tuesday, November 12, 2024 10:30:18 AM

You don't often get email from thatsandragirl@hotmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Phillips,

I am writing to you to express my opposition to the proposed changes to the State
Land Master Plan. First and foremost, whenever discussing and/or making decisions
to the beautiful Adirondack Park, the designation of 'Forever Wild' should always be
at the forefront (State Constitution (Article XIV). The NYS Court of Appeals just
upheld Article XIV in 2021. The Adirondacks is a place of rarity and increasing
uniqueness in this world. NYS stands to be the benefactor of this distinction, both
environmentally and financially, if we stay on that path.

The State Land Master Plan motor vehicle definition must be kept intact (no
exclusions for other power-driven mobility devices, or OPDMD). Fossil fuel vehicles
make pollution.  There is no argument to that fact. Increasing the volume of motor
vehicles increases the detrimental effects. If there are no limits, how does it stay wild?

Leaving this decision to the discretion of the DEC, takes the power from other
agencies. The decision making power goes to the  few who choose where these
motorized devices can drive. Where would be the accountability?

Although not required by federal Americans with Disabilities Act for NYS to make any
changes, the Park has already made great inroads for accessibility.  Accessible
Adirondack Tourism offers great opportunities for people with disabilities to enjoy the
Adirondacks while keeping with the stewardship of the land.  We should continue in
this visionary direction.

The Adirondack Park Agency (APA) should  be striving to strengthen protection and
preservation of the natural resources of the Adirondack Park’s state lands, known as
the Adirondack Forest Preserve.  This is my hope, which I fundamentally believe we
must all share.

Kind regards,
Sandra Alves
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From: Hank Clark
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Project APSLMP2024; Adirondack Park Agency ; Megan Phillips
Date: Tuesday, November 12, 2024 10:42:49 AM

You don't often get email from hankslez@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

After reading only a few books about our local history here in the Lake George area, history
that I can only describe as astounding, I'm dismayed to find my friends and neighbors know
little or nothing of these momentous events that have shaped our lives. 

As a result, our children and grandchildren find no particular pride in their communities, don't
invest in building them up, and simply move away. 

I hope you will support every effort made by the Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance to
preserve and enhance our historic sites.
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From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from ADK Powder Skiers
Date: Tuesday, November 12, 2024 11:15:53 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Tue Nov 12 2024 11:15:41 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

Last Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Trezise

Email [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email collection]: 

timt@cotw.org

Comments [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: The Adirondacks contain prime terrain for backcountry 

skiing. I would like to see the area open up to this popular and fast-

growing form of winter recreation. 

Created Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Tue Nov 12 2024 11:15:41 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

First Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Tim
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Phone Number [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: 5189446746

Form ID: comp-m30q4jk0

 

ADK Powder Skiers
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From: Jane Murphy
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Project APSLMP2024; Adirondack Park Agency ; Megan Phillips
Date: Tuesday, November 12, 2024 11:49:24 AM

You don't often get email from jmurphy51350@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

November 11, 2024

Megan Phillips,

As a member of the Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance, I am concerned about
protecting the key battlegrounds in the Lake George Park.

We need an amendment to the State Land Use Master Plan to clearly identify both the
Lake George Battlefield Park and Lake George Battleground Campground as historic
properties.

These properties need to be protected, by virtue of their historic significance in both the
French and Indian War and the American Revolution, from any alterations that would
disturb their current state, or, worse yet, contribute to their further deterioration.

Additional recreational development within the Lake George Battlefield Park Historic
District might jeopardize any qualification as a registered historic place and would be
short-sighted, especially as we plan for the upcoming 250th anniversary of the
Revolution and the opportunity to provide as much verisimilitude as possible.

Hoping we can count on your support,

Jane Murphy
14 Hudson Avenue
Apt. 512
Glens Falls NY 12801
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mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: tmontville@twcny.rr.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Tuesday, November 12, 2024 11:52:04 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Timothy Montville , tmontville@twcny.rr.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Timothy Montville
 Email from: tmontville@twcny.rr.com
 Address: NY 13360
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 Unfortunately, this will open up a can of worms that will be never ending. Please note my wishes for the law to
remain the same and unchanged.
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From: Alan Porter
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: jpdinuzzo@gmail.com
Subject: Project APSLMP2024; Megan Phillips
Date: Tuesday, November 12, 2024 1:06:15 PM

[You don't often get email from porterac@comcast.net. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Phillips,

I am a member of the Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance, the not-for-profit "friends group" that supports and
promotes the preservation of one of America's most hallowed grounds.

I write to request that the APA insert an amendment to the State Land Use Master Plan to include the Lake George
Battlefield Park and Lake George Battleground Campground in the listing of State-owned facilities classified as
“Historic” properties within the Adirondack Park.  I  believe that a Historic classification will help protect these
properties by minimizing topographical alterations and preserving their scenic, natural, and open space attributes. 
The change in classification would also facilitate the State’s enhanced stewardship of the property to reflect a
prioritization based on historic preservation rather than recreation.  The location is a National Register of Historic
Places-listed property referenced as the Lake George Battlefield Park Historic District, and it clearly meets the
eligibility requirements for the APA’s Historic classification.

These sites were the locations of key events during the French & Indian War and the American Revolution, are
important elements of our national heritage, and are deserving of the additional protections that the Historic
designation will afford.

Sincerely,

Alan C. Porter
2918 Olive St NW
Washington, DC 20007
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From: Linda Hales
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Project APSLMP2024; Adirondack Park Agency ; Megan Phillips
Date: Tuesday, November 12, 2024 2:44:36 PM

You don't often get email from lindashales@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Phillips and the APA:

I am writing in behalf of the Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance to request that the APA
insert an amendment to the State Land Use Master Plan to include the Lake George Battlefield
Park and the Lake George Battleground Campground in the listing of State-owned facilities
classified as "Historic" properties within the Adirondack Park.  These areas need additional
protection and maintenance, to preserve them for future generations.  Notable battles and
events of the French and Indian War and the American Revolution occurred on these sites.  

As a teacher, I brought students to this area to reinforce their learning and deepen their
experience.  Today, I bring friends and acquaintances to the area to further educate them and
augment their appreciation for our ancestor's sacrifices and efforts  to ensure our freedom. 

Thank you for your effort in this matter.

Sincerely,
Linda Hales
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: adkchair@gmail.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Tuesday, November 12, 2024 3:12:09 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Gillian Burdett, adkchair@gmail.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Gillian Burdett
 Email from: adkchair@gmail.com
 Address: 9 Ridge Avenue Warrensburg NY 12885
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 I request that the APA amend the State Land Use Master Plan to include the Lake George Battlefield Park and Lake
George Battleground Campground in the listing of State-owned facilities classified as “Historic ” properties within
the Adirondack Park. I  believe a Historic classification will help protect these important properties by minimizing
topographical alterations and preserving artifacts from the French and Indian War and the American Revolution.
The change in classification would also facilitate the State’s enhanced stewardship of the property to reflect a
prioritization based on historic preservation rather than recreation. Lake George Battlefield Park is a National
Register of Historic Places-listed property referenced as the Lake George Battlefield Park Historic District and
meets eligibility requirements for the APA’s Historic classification.

mailto:noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
mailto:adkchair@gmail.com


From: Jim V.
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Project APSLMP 2024
Date: Tuesday, November 12, 2024 3:24:41 PM

You don't often get email from venturajim@verizon.net. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

I wish to express my support for changing the category of the Lake George Battlefield
Park and Lake George Battleground Campgrounds to "Historic Use". This is clearly
more appropriate when consideration is given to the historic importance of these sites
and the improved support that would be provided.

I am currently an active member of the Town of Horicon Historical Society, and thus
very interested in understanding and promoting the history of the eastern
Adirondacks.

Jim Ventura
venturajim@verizon.net
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From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from ADK Powder Skiers
Date: Tuesday, November 12, 2024 7:58:32 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Tue Nov 12 2024 19:58:21 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

Last Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Duchaine

Email [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email collection]: 

samb0588@msn.com

Comments [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Yes please!! 

Created Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Tue Nov 12 2024 19:58:21 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

First Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Sam

Form ID: comp-m30q4jk0
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ADK Powder Skiers
Notification sent via Wix Automations
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From: Janet Early
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Project APSLMP2024; Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
Date: Wednesday, November 13, 2024 7:57:37 AM

You don't often get email from janet.early.je@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Ref: Project ApSLMP2024; Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
                                          
I am writing to request that the Adirondack Park Agency (APA) insert an amendment to the
State Land Use Master Plan to include the Lake George Battlefield Park and Lake George
Battleground Campground in the listing of State-owned facilities classified as “historic”
properties within the Adirondack Park.

I am a member of the Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance, the not-for-profit “friends group”
that supports and promotes the preservation of this important hallowed ground in America,
and in particular, in the Adirondacks. Significant work has been done to preserve this property,
promote the history associated with this battlefield, and to continue the archaeological
explorations to further advance the historical records of this site.

I believe that a Historic classification will further assist the progress already made in
protecting these properties by minimizing topographic alterations and preserving their scenic,
natural, and open space attributes. The change in classification would also facilitate the
State’s enhanced stewardship of the property to reflect prioritization based on historic
preservation rather than recreation. This location is a National Register of Historic Places-
listed property referenced as the Lake George Battlefield Park Historic District, and clearly
meets eligibility requirements for the APA’s Historic classification. These sites were the
locations of key events in both the French and Indian War and the American Revolution and
are deserving of the additional protections that the APA Historic designation will afford.

Thank you for considering this request.

Sincerely,

Janet Early
7824 State Route 8
Brant Lake, N.Y. 12815
janet.early.je@gmail.com
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From: Dave Forshay
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: jpdinuzzo@gmail.com
Subject: Project APSLMP2024; Adirondack Park Agency ; Megan Phillips
Date: Wednesday, November 13, 2024 8:17:11 AM

You don't often get email from daveforshay@hotmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

I am a supporter of the Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance, the not-for-profit "friends
group" that supports and promotes the preservation of one of America's most hallowed
grounds. 

I write to request that the APA insert an amendment to the State Land Use Master Plan to
include the Lake George Battlefield Park and Lake George Battleground Campground in the
listing of State-owned facilities classified as “Historic ” properties within the Adirondack
Park. I  believe that a Historic classification will help protect these properties by minimizing
topographical alterations and preserving their scenic, natural, and open space attributes.
The change in classification would also facilitate the State’s enhanced stewardship of the
property to reflect a prioritization based on historic preservation rather than recreation.
The location is a National Register of Historic Places-listed property referenced as the Lake
George Battlefield Park Historic District, and clearly meets eligibility requirements for the
APA’s Historic classification.

These sites were the locations of key events during the French & Indian War and the
American Revolution, are important elements of our national heritage, and are deserving
of the additional protections that the Historic designation will afford. 
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From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from ADK Powder Skiers
Date: Wednesday, November 13, 2024 8:38:46 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Wed Nov 13 2024 08:38:35 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

Last Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Barnett

Email [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email collection]: 

rbarnett@pilobolus.org

Comments [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: The sport is burgeoning and the skiers are out there now. It 

would be good to stay ahead of the curve.

Created Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Wed Nov 13 2024 08:38:35 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

First Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Robby

Phone Number [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 
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collection]: 2037709606
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From: Richard Leach
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Project APSLMP2024; Adirondack Park Agency; Meagan Phillips
Date: Wednesday, November 13, 2024 8:42:39 AM

You don't often get email from leachpad@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Greetings.

I am a member of the Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance, the nonprofit "friends group" that supports and
promotes the preservation of one of America's most hallowed grounds. 

I am writing to request that the APA insert an amendment to the State Land Use Master Plan to include the
Lake George Battlefield Park and Lake George Battleground Campground in the listing of State-owned
facilities classified as “Historic ” properties within the Adirondack Park. 

It is my belief that a Historic classification will help protect these properties by minimizing topographical
alterations and preserving their scenic, natural, and open space attributes. The change in classification
would also facilitate the State’s enhanced stewardship of the property to reflect a prioritization based on
historic preservation rather than recreation. The location is a National Register of Historic Places-listed
property referenced as the Lake George Battlefield Park Historic District, and clearly meets eligibility
requirements for the APA’s Historic classification.

These sites were the locations of key events during the French & Indian War and the American Revolution,
events that are important elements of our national heritage. They are certainly deserving of the additional
protections that the Historic designation will afford. Please protect them.

Thank you

Richard P. Leach MD.

mailto:leachpad@gmail.com
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: Hornrobert45@yahoo.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Wednesday, November 13, 2024 8:46:05 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Robert S. Horn, Hornrobert45@yahoo.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Robert S. Horn
 Email from: Hornrobert45@yahoo.com
 Address: 29 Cedar Lane Lake George NY 12845
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

   I am a supporter of the LG Battlefield Alliance.  I am requesting that the LG Battlefield Park and the LG
Battlefield Campground be listed in the state owned facilities classified as "Historic".  These two areas are an
important part of NY history and should be managed at the Historic level of care.
Thank you,  Robert Horn

mailto:noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
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From: Hauburger, Noreen
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Project APSLMP2024
Date: Wednesday, November 13, 2024 9:04:52 AM
Attachments: Outlook-drzjekjw.png

Outlook-qimzuvol.png

You don't often get email from nhauburger@glensfallshosp.org. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

I am a supporter of the Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance, the not-for-profit
"friends group" that supports and promotes the preservation of one of America's
most hallowed grounds. 

I write to request that the APA insert an amendment to the State Land Use Master
Plan to include the Lake George Battlefield Park and Lake George Battleground
Campground in the listing of State-owned facilities classified as “Historic ”
properties within the Adirondack Park. I  believe that a Historic classification will
help protect these properties by minimizing topographical alterations and
preserving their scenic, natural, and open space attributes. The change in
classification would also facilitate the State’s enhanced stewardship of the
property to reflect a prioritization based on historic preservation rather than
recreation. The location is a National Register of Historic Places-listed property
referenced as the Lake George Battlefield Park Historic District, and clearly meets
eligibility requirements for the APA’s Historic classification.

These sites were the locations of key events during the French & Indian War and the
American Revolution, are important elements of our national heritage, and are
deserving of the additional protections that the Historic designation will afford. 

Noreen Hauburger MSN RN 
Nurse Specialist, Clinical Outcomes 
Emergency Department

Glens Falls Hospital

mailto:NHauburger@glensfallshosp.org
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
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100 Park St, Glens Falls, NY 12801
nhauburger@glensfallshosp.org

518-926-3037
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential
information that is protected by law and is for the sole use of the individuals or entities to
which it is addressed. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender by replying
to this email and destroying all copies of the communication and attachments. Further use,
disclosure, copying, distribution of, or reliance upon the contents of this email and attachments
is strictly prohibited. To contact Albany Medical Center, Columbia Memorial Health, Glens
Falls Hospital, or Saratoga Hospital, or for a copy of our privacy practices, please visit us on
the Internet at https://www.albanymed.org/.



From: dangeo
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Project APSLMP2024; Adirondack Park Agency ; Megan Phillips
Date: Wednesday, November 13, 2024 10:13:47 AM

You don't often get email from dan@dangeorge.nyc. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

To those concerned:

I am writing you in response to the following message I received from the Lake George
Battlefield Alliance:

For reasons we've never understood, Lake George Battlefield Park and the adjacent
Lake George Battleground Campground are not classified in the Adirondack Park
Agency (APA) State Land Use Management Plan as "Historic Use", the category in
which the Crown Point Historic Site, the Santanoni Preserve, and the John Brown
Farm have been placed.  Our Lake George historic site clearly meets all the criteria for this
designation by New York State, including its listing on the National Register of Historic
Places.

Having grown up in the village of Lake George, and as a school child brought to this park
several times for various outings, I was impressed by the physical evidence of our important
history. The three bronze monuments were the only professionally created artworks I
encountered until I went away to college. The Native American bronze fountain was a
particular fascination during these formative years and contributed greatly to my pursuit of a
career as a sculptor.

It is sad for me to now visit the park and see the lack of resources impacting the care and
maintenance of these works as well as the fort’s remains.  It is my hope you will support
including the park in the APA State Land Use Management Plan as “Historic Use” and toward
that success you may call upon me for any support I might lend to your efforts.

Thank you for your consideration 

Dan George
dan@dangeorge.nyc
www.dangeorge.nyc

M: 718-782-8041
________________________________________
This message contains information that may be confidential and privileged.  Unless you are
intended recipient (or authorized to receive this message for the intended recipient), you may
not use, copy, disseminate or disclose to anyone the message or any information contained in
the message.  If you have received the message in error, please notify the sender by reply e-

mailto:dan@dangeorge.nyc
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mail and delete the message.    Thank you   
         



From: kent stanton
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Comments on proposed changes to the State Land Use Master Plan
Date: Wednesday, November 13, 2024 2:24:04 PM

You don't often get email from kent.stanton@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

I am writing to register my opposition to alterations to the State Land Use Master Plan to
allow the use of  other power-driven mobility devices (OPDMDS) in areas designated as
wilderness. The wilderness areas of the New York State Forest Preserve represent a limited
and precious resource, and one that is easily degraded. 

I have no doubt that people with disabilities value wilderness in the same way that I do, and I
suggest that enhanced access to backcountry areas not in the wilderness category (Wild Forest,
etc.) is a fair alternative.  

It can be argued that allowing OPDMDs to be used by a small number of people in a few
additional places will not have a significant impact on wilderness values.  But my
experience over the past few years is that our wilderness areas are under relentless pressure.
The practicalities of allowing OPDMD access will require special grooming of trails and that
will increase the illegal use of those areas by ATVs, eBikes and more. I realize that it's not fair
to argue that illegal use by some should limit use by disabled persons but the reality is that
allowing OPDMDs in wilderness areas will be open to abuse and any place where motorized
vehicles can go, they will go. 

Thank you for your consideration.
Kent Stanton
10 Cooney Way
Long Lake NY 12847
kent.stanton@gmail.com

mailto:kent.stanton@gmail.com
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From: Erin Maggi
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Date: Thursday, November 14, 2024 7:39:46 AM

You don't often get email from erinemaggi@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

I am a supporter of the Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance, the not-for-profit
"friends group" that supports and promotes the preservation of one of America's most
hallowed grounds. 

I write to request that the APA insert an amendment to the State Land Use Master Plan
to include the Lake George Battlefield Park and Lake George Battleground
Campground in the listing of State-owned facilities classified as “Historic ” properties
within the Adirondack Park. I  believe that a Historic classification will help protect
these properties by minimizing topographical alterations and preserving their scenic,
natural, and open space attributes. The change in classification would also facilitate the
State’s enhanced stewardship of the property to reflect a prioritization based on historic
preservation rather than recreation. The location is a National Register of Historic
Places-listed property referenced as the Lake George Battlefield Park Historic District,
and clearly meets eligibility requirements for the APA’s Historic classification.

These sites were the locations of key events during the French & Indian War and the
American Revolution, are important elements of our national heritage, and are
deserving of the additional protections that the Historic designation will afford. 
Warm regards,
Erin and Gary Maggi
Lake George Resident

mailto:erinemaggi@gmail.com
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: Millsdeter@gmail.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Thursday, November 14, 2024 8:54:18 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Dexter Mills, Millsdeter@gmail.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Dexter Mills
 Email from: Millsdeter@gmail.com
 Address:
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 Do not change the rules and ruin the forest

mailto:noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
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From: Siobhan Hart
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Project APSLMP2024; Adirondack Park Agency ; Megan Phillips
Date: Thursday, November 14, 2024 4:06:21 PM

You don't often get email from shart1@skidmore.edu. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Megan Phillips,
I am a member of the Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance, the not-for-profit "friends group"
that supports and promotes the preservation of one of America's most hallowed grounds. I am
also an archaeologist and Professor of Anthropology at Skidmore College and have conducted
archaeological research in the Lake George Battlefield State Park.
 
I write to request that the APA insert an amendment to the State Land Use Master Plan to
include the Lake George Battlefield Park and Lake George Battleground Campground in the
listing of State-owned facilities classified as “Historic ” properties within the Adirondack Park.
I believe that a Historic classification will help protect these properties by minimizing
topographical alterations and preserving their scenic, natural, and open space attributes. The
change in classification would also facilitate the State’s enhanced stewardship of the property
to reflect a prioritization based on historic preservation rather than recreation. The location is
a National Register of Historic Places-listed property referenced as the Lake George Battlefield
Park Historic District, and clearly meets eligibility requirements for the APA’s Historic
classification.
 
These sites were the locations of key events during the French & Indian War and the American
Revolution, are important elements of our national heritage, and are deserving of the
additional protections that the Historic designation will afford. The intact archaeological
resources in the park deserve to be treated as historic resources.
 
Sincerely,
Siobhan Hart
_________________________
Siobhan M. Hart, Ph.D.
Associate Professor and Chair
Anthropology Department
Skidmore College
email: Shart1@skidmore.edu
Ofc: Bolton 353
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From: Edward Pontacoloni
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Project APSLMP2024; Adirondack Park Agency
Date: Thursday, November 14, 2024 7:08:10 PM

You don't often get email from edwpont@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Deputy Director Megan Phillips,
Adirondack Park Agency

via: email: slmp_ump_comments@apa.ny.gov

RE: Adirondack Park Agency State Land Use Master Plan Amendments - Public Comment 

Dear Deputy Director Phillips:

We are approaching the eve of the United States Semiquincentennial, the 250th
anniversary of our nation's birth through revolution. That good fight was fought here in New
York along our Independence Trail, from Fort Chambly in Quebec, Canada, to the borough of
Staten Island. Among the most contested and hallowed grounds of that trail are two in Lake
George, New York. In particular, I speak to you of the Lake George Battlefield Park and the
lands of the Lake George Battleground Campgrounds.

I am a member of the Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance, the not-for-profit "friends group"
that supports and promotes the preservation of these most hallowed grounds. I write to request
that the APA amend the State Land Use Master Plan to include the Lake George Battlefield
Park and Lake George Battleground Campground in the listing of State-owned facilities
classified as “Historic” properties within the Adirondack Park so that their place along
Independence Trial will be duly recognized.

I am informed and I believe that a Historic classification will help protect these properties by
minimizing topographical alterations and preserving their scenic, natural, and open space
attributes. The change in classification would also facilitate the State’s enhanced stewardship
of the property to reflect a prioritization based on historic preservation rather than recreation. 

These sites are truly and most deserving of the additional protections that the Historic
designation will afford. 

Thank you for your courteous consideration of this request.

Respectfully Yours,

Edward Pontacoloni, Esq.
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From: Terry Curtin
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Lake George Battlefield
Date: Friday, November 15, 2024 9:15:47 PM

You don't often get email from terry.curtin5@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Megan
I am a member of the Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance, the not-for-profit "friends
group" that supports and promotes the preservation of one of America's most hallowed
grounds. 

I write to request that the APA insert an amendment to the State Land Use Master Plan
to include the Lake George Battlefield Park and Lake George Battleground
Campground in the listing of State-owned facilities classified as “Historic ” properties
within the Adirondack Park. I  believe that a Historic classification will help protect
these properties by minimizing topographical alterations and preserving their scenic,
natural, and open space attributes. The change in classification would also facilitate the
State’s enhanced stewardship of the property to reflect a prioritization based on historic
preservation rather than recreation. The location is a National Register of Historic
Places-listed property referenced as the Lake George Battlefield Park Historic District,
and clearly meets eligibility requirements for the APA’s Historic classification.

These sites were the locations of key events during the French & Indian War and the
American Revolution, are important elements of our national heritage, and are
deserving of the additional protections that the Historic designation will afford. 
Thank you in advance for your support.

Terry Curtin

mailto:terry.curtin5@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: james ciborski
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Project APSLMP2024; Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
Date: Saturday, November 16, 2024 10:22:49 AM

You don't often get email from cimarronjim@hotmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Ms. Phillips:

I am a member of the Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance, the not-for-profit "friends group"
that supports and promotes the preservation of one of America's most hallowed grounds and
one of New York State's most significant colonial military sites.

Although I no longer live in the state, I continue to appreciate and support the preservation of
New York's history.  Because of my military service I lived in Plattsburgh and Rome four times,
later retiring in Plattsburgh.  Those many years in New York gave me a great appreciation of the
incredible cultural, scenic, and historic assets of the region.  There is no place like the
Adirondacks!  It's historic sites are a tremendous tourist attraction and deserve careful
preservation under the laws.

I write to request that the APA insert an amendment to the State Land Use Master Plan to
include the Lake George Battlefield Park and Lake George Battleground Campground in the
listing of State-owned facilities classified as “Historic ” properties within the Adirondack Park.
I  believe that a Historic classification will help protect these properties by minimizing
topographical alterations and preserving their scenic, natural, and open space attributes. The
change in classification would also facilitate the State’s enhanced stewardship of the property to
reflect a prioritization based on historic preservation rather than recreation. The location is a
National Register of Historic Places-listed property referenced as the Lake George Battlefield Park
Historic District, and clearly meets eligibility requirements for the APA’s Historic classification.

These sites were the locations of key events during the French & Indian War and the American
Revolution, are important elements of our national heritage, and are deserving of the additional
protections that the Historic designation will afford.

Sincerely

James R. Ciborski
Member, Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance
Former Clinton County Historian

416 Bending Branch Ln.
Miamisburg, OH  45342

E-mail: cimarronjim@hotmail.com
Phone: 937-530-2393
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From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from ADK Powder Skiers
Date: Sunday, November 17, 2024 10:54:19 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Sun Nov 17 2024 10:54:07 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

Last Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Sokolow

Email [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email collection]: 

franksokolow@gmail.com

Comments [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Skiing in the Adirondack back country should be preserved 

and maintained. The recreation is low impact to the environment, and 

provides people a connection to the outdoors that is very unique to the 

character of the Adirondack park. I would like to see BackCountry Ski 

Touring Trails in the Adirondacks on NYS Forest Preserve Lands in 

both Wilderness and Wild Forest Classifications.

Created Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Sun Nov 17 2024 10:54:07 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

mailto:no-reply@crm.wix.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


Time)

First Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Frank

Phone Number [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: 5165234710

Form ID: comp-m30q4jk0

 

ADK Powder Skiers
Notification sent via Wix Automations

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu46509964.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.16O0hg1-2FLz1kpPxGHUZbqZk4mwOValW8Vcy4a06zNkzi2R6IviT1JPvvf4cfosPCkHbY_88hCRf29-2B-2B4o-2FzKRt7gWaQEuQh3u1G5HfG0HptNZ5EvnrNGxy0ocL0lnZPHScT7swD2lvxU-2B15jYClZq-2BOUKBkk9gGfj9-2BJIGIu-2FqEdqQDEKJJqK4rThBKN0PqlBfcWkCr5adso9IBxhcRGhHnxyL-2Fml3r95-2BKyfvQ0LQTtzTo7nICk7MdCB8nH0cdSRJRNEp-2FlwkbZVREqsaRQLI39otis-2BaU93R5AjlOtN0-2Fol8-2B2o63QZbhSmIIsP5lLxZ2GwF0qb9MZ-2BLjeui8zWXhoBkZ5mKPZSdlLpvu6TZVe3oayeAS8-2BCM-2FKuXG5g3bP-2F-2Fm7L9Wc4pL5D-2B7RBTLpJJuhUQ1Rfthu-2Blt8FMY17Z1LTeFBelfGoI14OJz-2FQTFVFd9dq-2BR3n8WW2ta7LiS3zEoLhGKSsEF8nKQK2mq-2B3-2Bkp5dkwER83Uj9ojio35OdhoWuV4jm8GZtAdLTOvBdogTKIQLIkAPaSXxUTkQevSkc00-2B8-3D&data=05%7C02%7Cslmp_ump_comments%40apa.ny.gov%7Cad6c36bcd7a547c7cd4008dd072015c5%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638674556591341977%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IoHsL6TCBNsmuR7o9BlL%2Fr5%2FHMbV67UPndnqaPPzHkg%3D&reserved=0


From: Tackett, Paul
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Project APSLMP2024; Adirondack Park Agency ; Megan Phillips
Date: Monday, November 18, 2024 7:55:00 AM
Attachments: image002.png

You don't often get email from tackettp@warrencountyny.gov. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

I am a member of the Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance, the not-for-profit "friends group" that
supports and promotes the preservation of one of America's most hallowed grounds.
 
I write to request that the APA insert an amendment to the State Land Use Master Plan to include
the Lake George Battlefield Park and Lake George Battleground Campground in the listing of State-
owned facilities classified as “Historic ” properties within the Adirondack Park. I  believe that a
Historic classification will help protect these properties by minimizing topographical alterations and
preserving their scenic, natural, and open space attributes. The change in classification would also
facilitate the State’s enhanced stewardship of the property to reflect a prioritization based on
historic preservation rather than recreation. The location is a National Register of Historic Places-
listed property referenced as the Lake George Battlefield Park Historic District, and clearly meets
eligibility requirements for the APA’s Historic classification.
 
These sites were the locations of key events during the French & Indian War and the American
Revolution, are important elements of our national heritage, and are deserving of the additional
protections that the Historic designation will afford.
 

Paul Tackett
Tourism Coordinator
Warren County Tourism Department
518.761.6369      VisitLakeGeorge.com
1340 State Route 9, Lake George NY  12845
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From: Chuck Kabrehl
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Project APSLMP2024; Adirondack Park Agency ; Megan Phillip
Date: Monday, November 18, 2024 7:56:13 AM

You don't often get email from ckabrehl1@nycap.rr.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

The DEC and APA should be considering the current and projected potential for Search and Rescue
incidents on public lands within the park, and designing and maintaining access routes that allow
responders to safely and effectively execute rescues in high traffic areas.  Currently, emergency
response is not considered anywhere within the SLMP or UMP process.
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: Logantquinn22@yahoo.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Monday, November 18, 2024 8:12:21 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Logan Quinn, Logantquinn22@yahoo.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Logan Quinn
 Email from: Logantquinn22@yahoo.com
 Address: North Hudson 12855
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 I have a couple of suggestions that could help the state manage overuse.

1) create a buffer zone off road ways before classifying land wilderness. 10 foot of the DOT right-a-way does not
have the qualities of wilderness. It is full of traffic and noise. By creating a buffer zone of a 1/4 mile from the road
the DEC could put in parking lots that are not directly on the road increasing pedestrian and traffic safety.

2) classify meadows lane in the town of North Elba as intensive use.  This area is slammed with use and parking
along the Loj road continues to be a nightmare while a private NGO reaps the financial benefits of the people’s
land.  If meadows lane was intensive use, it could become a campground and parking whose revenue would go back
to the state rather than allowing ADK to have a monopoly on the state’s resources.
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: jonahspivak@gmail.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Monday, November 18, 2024 8:30:55 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Jonah Spivak, jonahspivak@gmail.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Jonah Spivak
 Email from: jonahspivak@gmail.com
 Address: 129 Johnson Hill Rd Hoosick Falls NY 12090
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 I write to request that the APA insert an amendment to the State Land Use Master Plan to include the Lake George
Battlefield Park and Lake George Battleground Campground in the listing of State-owned facilities classified as
“Historic ” properties within the Adirondack Park. I  believe that a Historic classification will help protect these
properties by minimizing topographical alterations and preserving their scenic, natural, and open space attributes.
The change in classification would also facilitate the State’s enhanced stewardship of the property to reflect a
prioritization based on historic preservation rather than recreation. The location is a National Register of Historic
Places-listed property referenced as the Lake George Battlefield Park Historic District, and clearly meets eligibility
requirements for the APA’s Historic classification.
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From: MARGARET Mannix
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: The Historic Lake George Battlefield Park
Date: Monday, November 18, 2024 9:54:51 AM

You don't often get email from margymannix056@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Good morning,
I am writing today to express my support of the reclassification of Lake George Battlefield
Park from "intensive use" to Historic classification.
In the late 1800's The Society for Colonial Wars and the newly formed Lake George Historical
Association, both understanding the historic nature of this land, would influence New York
State to purchase the property.  Throughout the next one hundred plus years, archeological
studies have taken place which unearthed many significant historic findings.  Reclassification
would enable the state to enhance the park and preserve the important historic significance that
lies within the property. 
Thank you for your attention to this,
Sincerely,

Margaret Mannix
Municipal Historian for the Town and Village of Lake George.
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From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from ADK Powder Skiers
Date: Monday, November 18, 2024 12:13:32 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Mon Nov 18 2024 12:13:23 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

Last Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Eisinger

Email [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email collection]: 

dominic.eisinger@gmail.com

Comments [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: There is much successful precedent for backcountry ski 

trials on State and Federal lands in VT and NH. There is a roadmap for 

this and its time for it to be implemented in the ADKs.

Created Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Mon Nov 18 2024 12:13:23 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

First Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Dominic
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Phone Number [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: 5185244943

Form ID: comp-m30q4jk0

 

ADK Powder Skiers
Notification sent via Wix Automations
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Cathy Pedler
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Monday, November 18, 2024 1:24:18 PM

[You don't often get email from mailagent@thesoftedge.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Cathy Pedler
78 Provoost Place
Delmar, NY 12054-5108
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From: Edward
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Lake George Battlefield park
Date: Monday, November 18, 2024 2:11:40 PM

You don't often get email from efl1956@hotmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

I am a supporter of the Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance, the not-for-profit "friends group"
that supports and promotes the preservation of one of America's most hallowed grounds. 

I write to request that the APA insert an amendment to the State Land Use Master Plan to
include the Lake George Battlefield Park and Lake George Battleground Campground in the
listing of State-owned facilities classified as “Historic ” properties within the Adirondack Park. I
 believe that a Historic classification will help protect these properties by minimizing
topographical alterations and preserving their scenic, natural, and open space attributes. The
change in classification would also facilitate the State’s enhanced stewardship of the property
to reflect a prioritization based on historic preservation rather than recreation. The location is
a National Register of Historic Places-listed property referenced as the Lake George Battlefield
Park Historic District, and clearly meets eligibility requirements for the APA’s Historic
classification.

Edward F. Landry
11 Cedar Lane
Lake George, NY 12845
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From: Edward Kearnan
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Project APSLMP2024; Adirondack Park Agency ; Megan Phillips
Date: Monday, November 18, 2024 4:36:00 PM

You don't often get email from edk3636@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

I am a member of the Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance, the not-for-profit "friends group" that
supports and promotes the preservation of one of America's most hallowed grounds. 

I write to request that the APA insert an amendment to the State Land Use Master Plan to include
the Lake George Battlefield Park and Lake George Battleground Campground in the listing of
State-owned facilities classified as “Historic ” properties within the Adirondack Park. I  believe
that a Historic classification will help protect these properties by minimizing topographical
alterations and preserving their scenic, natural, and open space attributes. The change in
classification would also facilitate the State’s enhanced stewardship of the property to reflect a
prioritization based on historic preservation rather than recreation. The location is a National
Register of Historic Places-listed property referenced as the Lake George Battlefield Park Historic
District, and clearly meets eligibility requirements for the APA’s Historic classification.

These sites were the locations of key events during the French & Indian War and the American
Revolution, are important elements of our national heritage, and are deserving of the additional
protections that the Historic designation will afford. 

Thank You,
Edward Kearnan
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From: Colin Powers
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 1:24:23 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.

2. DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

3. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

4. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

5. The proposed language that states that “[l]evels of time and resources to fulfill this commitment should be
proportional to the significance of impacts” should be deleted. DEC must dedicate the time and resources necessary
to conduct carrying capacity assessments properly and completely in the development of UMPs

6. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Colin Powers <colin@headlamppictures.com>
234 Merriam Forge Rd.
Westport, New York 12993
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From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from ADK Powder Skiers
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 7:14:58 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Tue Nov 19 2024 07:14:44 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

Last Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Gebbie-Measeck

Email [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email collection]: 

sgebbiemeaseck@gmail.com

Comments [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Backcountry skiing is a vital part of recreation in the 

Adirondacks. It allows users to access the beauty of this states 

protected wilderness in the winter and snow, all without the use of a 

motor. It brings more winter users to areas that depend on tourism for 

their local economies. Adding backcountry skiing to the State Land 

Master Plan would allow for real trail maintenance of backcountry ski 

trails and allow for more accessibility for everyone. Please consider all 

the benefits this could bring the state. Thank you.
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Created Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Tue Nov 19 2024 07:14:44 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

First Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Sarah

Phone Number [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: 5187447554

Form ID: comp-m30q4jk0

 

ADK Powder Skiers
Notification sent via Wix Automations
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From: Daniel Willner
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 8:26:14 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Daniel Willner <danielwillner@yahoo.com>
190 Cherry Street
Katonah, NY 10536
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From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from ADK Powder Skiers
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 8:47:23 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Tue Nov 19 2024 08:47:03 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

Last Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Middendorf

Email [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email collection]: 

tim.middendrf@gmail.com

Created Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Tue Nov 19 2024 08:47:03 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

First Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Tim

Form ID: comp-m30q4jk0

 

ADK Powder Skiers
Notification sent via Wix Automations
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Bonnie Ackerman
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 9:18:14 AM

[You don't often get email from mailagent@thesoftedge.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Bonnie Ackerman
16 Mount Prospect Rd
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:ack.bonnie@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Boyd Anderson
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 9:24:14 AM

[You don't often get email from mailagent@thesoftedge.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Boyd Anderson
290 Willsie Rd
E Berne, NY 12059

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:bra290cja@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Yasmine Baktash
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 9:30:15 AM

[You don't often get email from mailagent@thesoftedge.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Yasmine Baktash
6440 Stream Valley Way
Gaithersburg, MD 20882

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:yasmine.margaret@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Katherine Balaguer
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 9:32:15 AM

[You don't often get email from mailagent@thesoftedge.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Katherine Balaguer
244 East 23rd Street, 4a
New York, NY 10010

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:kbalaguer9@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Jeanne Bergman
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 9:32:16 AM

[You don't often get email from mailagent@thesoftedge.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Jeanne Bergman
20 Van Buskirk Road
Saugerties, NY 12477

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:jbergman.nyc@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Alice Brown
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 9:42:14 AM

[You don't often get email from mailagent@thesoftedge.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Alice Brown
19 Heritage Lane
Shelburne, VT 05482

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:aliceandy93@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of James Bourne
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 9:42:15 AM

[You don't often get email from mailagent@thesoftedge.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

James Bourne
3636 Fieldston Rd.
Bronx, NY 10463-2043

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:badge1968@yahoo.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Corey Brandes
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 9:42:15 AM

[You don't often get email from mailagent@thesoftedge.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Corey Brandes
9 Sanhurst Drive
Scottsville, NY 14546-1325

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:coreybrandes@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Mark Cahill
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 9:50:15 AM

[You don't often get email from mailagent@thesoftedge.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Mark Cahill
15 Fairway Drive
Auburn, NY 13021

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:golfcahill@aol.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Cara Benson
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 9:54:14 AM

[You don't often get email from mailagent@thesoftedge.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Cara Benson
995 BLUE FACTORY HILL RD
Cropseyville, NY 12052

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:caralynnbenson@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Julia Chevan
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 10:04:14 AM

[You don't often get email from mailagent@thesoftedge.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Julia Chevan
8 Cosmian Avenue
Florence, MA 01062

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:jchevan@comcast.net
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Christopher Christodoulou
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 10:04:17 AM

[You don't often get email from mailagent@thesoftedge.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Christopher  Christodoulou
37 Gristmill Dr
Kings Park, NY 11754

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:thechristodouloufamily@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Richard Antle
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 10:08:16 AM

[You don't often get email from mailagent@thesoftedge.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Richard Antle
4393 S Nine Mile Road
Allegany, NY 14706-9711

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:rantle@me.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Ellen C Collins
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 10:12:14 AM

[You don't often get email from mailagent@thesoftedge.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Ellen C Collins
P O Box 156 3339 State Route 28
Blue Mountain Lake, NY 12812

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:17ellencollins@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of vtcookies@hotmail.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 10:22:15 AM

[You don't often get email from vtcookies@hotmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Robert Cook
44 Marlboro Country Road
Hartford, NY 12838

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:vtcookies@hotmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Patrick Blake
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 10:24:14 AM

[You don't often get email from mailagent@thesoftedge.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Patrick Blake
71 Tall Pines Drive
Neptune , NJ 07753

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:patrickbblake@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Elise Aronov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 10:24:15 AM

[You don't often get email from mailagent@thesoftedge.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Elise Aronov
19 Dodd st
Montclair, NJ 07042

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:Aronove@aol.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of marklcooper@optonline.net
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 10:26:14 AM

[You don't often get email from marklcooper@optonline.net. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Mark Cooper
2770 Springhurst Street
Yorktown Heights, NY 10598

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:marklcooper@optonline.net
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Dean Allen
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 10:26:14 AM

[You don't often get email from mailagent@thesoftedge.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Dean Allen
241 Redwood Ave
Hamilton, NJ 08610

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:deanrallen@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Kate Dvorkin
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 10:30:17 AM

[You don't often get email from mailagent@thesoftedge.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Kate Dvorkin
55 Canaan Road
New Paltz, NY 12561

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:dvorkinpsyd@icloud.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Matthew Somerset DePoint
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please maintain access to ADK for snow machines
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 10:33:43 AM

You don't often get email from sdepoint@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack
Park State Land Master Plan (APSLMP). 

I am concerned, however, that snow machine access is continually being eroded. There surely
is a path that allows for appropriate snow machine access as well as maintaining the beauty
and accessibility of the ADK.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management
Framework as the preferred tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a
unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes ecological, physical, social, and local financial
components, measurements, and metrics. 

Sincerely,

Matthew S DePoint PhD
PO BOX 501
Cranberry Lake, NY 12927-0501

mailto:sdepoint@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of dldlliott@epix.net
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 10:36:15 AM

[You don't often get email from dldlliott@epix.net. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

David Elliott
40 Highland Avenue
Factoryville, PA 18419

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:dldlliott@epix.net
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of John Coleman
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 10:38:14 AM

[You don't often get email from mailagent@thesoftedge.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

John Coleman
118 Clearview Rd
Syracuse , NY 13214

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:Adkjack6237@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Virginia D"Antonio
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 10:40:14 AM

[You don't often get email from mailagent@thesoftedge.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Virginia D'Antonio
856 Rifle Camp Rd
Woodlnd Park, NJ 07424

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:ginnyda@mac.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Ellen Cronan
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 10:40:14 AM

[You don't often get email from mailagent@thesoftedge.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Ellen Cronan
PO Box 843
Middlebury, VT 05753

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:ecronana@yahoo.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of jnicholasadams@fairpoint.net
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 10:40:15 AM

[You don't often get email from jnicholasadams@fairpoint.net. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Nicholas Adams
17053 State Route 22
Petersburgh, NY 12138

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:jnicholasadams@fairpoint.net
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Karen Griswold
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 10:42:14 AM

[You don't often get email from mailagent@thesoftedge.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Karen Griswold
856 Rifle Camp Rd
Woodland Park, NJ 07424

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:kegriswold@mac.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Bob Meyer
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Motor vehicles in the Forest Preserve
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 10:50:44 AM

[You don't often get email from bobmeyer331@gmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

To whom it may concern (that’s all of us)
 As an almost 80 year old life long hiker, climber, explorer and lover of our Adirondack and Catskill Forest Preserve
lands, I understand the correctness of making wild places available to people with disabilities.  However the
proposed changes in the definition of accessible motorized vehicles clearly violates Article XIV of the Constitution
of the State of New York!  With so little unspoiled land remaining in our nation it is imperative that we protect what
remains.
Sincerely,
Bob Meyer
Cortlandt Manor
      and
Pottersville, NY
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:bobmeyer331@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Kristin Crage
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 10:52:15 AM

[You don't often get email from mailagent@thesoftedge.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Kristin Crage
6 Page Avenue, 3A
Yonkers, NY 10704

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:nicomontilli@yahoo.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Bonnie G. Brooks
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 10:52:16 AM

[You don't often get email from mailagent@thesoftedge.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Bonnie G. Brooks
84 Church St
High Bridge, NJ 08829

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:bgbrooks74@comcast.net
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of gretchenburk@cox.net
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 10:52:17 AM

[You don't often get email from gretchenburk@cox.net. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Gretchen  Burk
246 Sawmill Way
Long Lake, NY 12847

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:gretchenburk@cox.net
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of bernie412@roadrunner.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 10:54:15 AM

[You don't often get email from bernie412@roadrunner.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Bernadette  Clarke
181Whiteface Inn Lane
Lake Placid , NY 12946

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:bernie412@roadrunner.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Richard G Albro
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 10:54:15 AM

[You don't often get email from mailagent@thesoftedge.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Richard G Albro
111 Larkin Avenue
Canastota, NY 13032

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:richardalbro@outlook.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of bernie412@roadrunner.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 10:54:16 AM

[You don't often get email from bernie412@roadrunner.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Bernadette  Clarke
181Whiteface Inn Lane
Lake Placid , NY 12946

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:bernie412@roadrunner.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Melinda Beuf
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 10:54:16 AM

[You don't often get email from mailagent@thesoftedge.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Melinda Beuf
745 Green St
Au Sable Forks , NY 12912

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:melindasbeuf@yahoo.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Linda Almstead
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 10:56:15 AM

[You don't often get email from mailagent@thesoftedge.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Linda Almstead
6602 Westfall Road
Altamont, NY 12009

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:almsteal@union.edu
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Dorothy Bauch-Barker
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 10:58:14 AM

[You don't often get email from mailagent@thesoftedge.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Dorothy Bauch-Barker
17 Northfield Gate
Pittsford, NY 14534

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:dorothy.bauch@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Brooke Morse
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 10:58:15 AM

[You don't often get email from mailagent@thesoftedge.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Brooke Morse
195 Fisher Rd
Rochester, NY 14624

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:brookemorse585@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of waholly@charter.net
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 11:00:15 AM

[You don't often get email from waholly@charter.net. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Holly Baldwin
1 Crescent Dr.
Plattsburgh, NY 12901

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:waholly@charter.net
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Mandrews26@hotmail.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 11:00:19 AM

[You don't often get email from mandrews26@hotmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Matt Andrews
190 North Point Road
Isle La Motte, VT 05463

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:Mandrews26@hotmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Peter Gradoni
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 11:04:17 AM

[You don't often get email from mailagent@thesoftedge.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Peter Gradoni
PO Box 1114
Alfred, NY 14802-0114

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:pgradoni@yahoo.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Jennifer Fendya
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 11:06:14 AM

[You don't often get email from mailagent@thesoftedge.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Jennifer Fendya
516 West Ferry Street
Buffalo, NY 14222

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=899636ed6d0b4d0ba29c34a078f670d3-jennifer.fe
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Monica Costa
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 11:08:15 AM

[You don't often get email from mailagent@thesoftedge.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Monica Costa
11 Allen St
Cazenovia, NY 13035

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:091166@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of wfondano@roadrunner.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 11:08:17 AM

[You don't often get email from wfondano@roadrunner.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

William Fondano
20 BALSAM CRES
New Hartford, NY 13413

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:wfondano@roadrunner.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Sandra Fisher
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 11:14:15 AM

[You don't often get email from mailagent@thesoftedge.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Sandra Fisher
535 East 86th St #21A
New York, NY 10028

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:sfisher535@aol.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Kevin Fridman
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 11:14:17 AM

[You don't often get email from mailagent@thesoftedge.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Kevin Fridman
140 East And West Road
West Seneca, NY 14224

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:kmfridman@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Kevin Fridman
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 11:16:15 AM

[You don't often get email from mailagent@thesoftedge.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Kevin Fridman
140 East And West Road
West Seneca, NY 14224

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:kmfridman@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Chiligarza@sbcglobal.net
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 11:18:15 AM

[You don't often get email from chiligarza@sbcglobal.net. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Arthur Garza
1725 Harvey Mitchell pkwy S #2125
College Station, TX 77840

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:Chiligarza@sbcglobal.net
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of alan@hasselw.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 11:20:15 AM

[You don't often get email from alan@hasselw.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Alan  Hasselwander
170 Longview Drive
Queensbury , NY 12804

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:alan@hasselw.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Holly Chorba
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 11:24:14 AM

[You don't often get email from mailagent@thesoftedge.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Holly Chorba
816 Buckton Road
Winthrop, NY 13697

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:hollychorba@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Judy Beers
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 11:24:14 AM

[You don't often get email from mailagent@thesoftedge.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Judy Beers
39 Rockland Dr
Lake George, NY 12845

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:judybeers53@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of sissy2537@charter.net
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 11:24:15 AM

[You don't often get email from sissy2537@charter.net. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Siss Aron
10 Brookview Lane
New Milford, CT 06776

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:sissy2537@charter.net
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Warren Gross
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 11:24:15 AM

[You don't often get email from mailagent@thesoftedge.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Warren Gross
3064 Egerton Pl
The Villages, FL 32162

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:wfgross@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of cay hanley
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 11:26:15 AM

[You don't often get email from mailagent@thesoftedge.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

cay hanley
24 torrey pines
Clifton Park, NY 12065-1139

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:ourhanleyfamily@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Michael Brickman
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 11:28:15 AM

[You don't often get email from mailagent@thesoftedge.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Michael Brickman
1659 Brentford Ave
Westlake Village, CA 91361

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:M.Brickman@me.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Shane Holmes
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 11:28:15 AM

[You don't often get email from mailagent@thesoftedge.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Shane Holmes
PO Box 116, 74 Endion Lane
Long Lake, NY 12847

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: johannabaker@gmail.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 11:28:24 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Johanna Baker, johannabaker@gmail.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Johanna Baker
 Email from: johannabaker@gmail.com
 Address: 175 West 73rd Street, Apt.9B NEW YORK NY 10023
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 Dear Ms. Phillips:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

mailto:noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
mailto:johannabaker@gmail.com


Sincerely,
Johanna Baker



From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Tom Fairhurst
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 11:30:15 AM

[You don't often get email from mailagent@thesoftedge.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Tom Fairhurst
20 E Elizabeth Street
Skaneateles, NY 13152

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
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From: Sara Catterall
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan (Master Plan)
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 11:31:25 AM

You don't often get email from sara.catterall@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders
or unexpected emails.

Regarding these amendments, I strongly support the exclusion of  OPDMDs from 
Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe areas of the Adirondack Park. 

 According to preservation advocates Protect the Adirondacks, “the Americans With
Disabilities Act does not require such drastic actions.”

Wilderness and wildlife require our respect and care. And I like many people enjoy the
primitive and canoe areas barred to these vehicles, and if and when I become disabled I
will still want to see them preserved for those who can tread lightly in them.  To allow
OPDMDs into these areas would be destructive exploitation.

Thank you,

Sara

*********************************************************************************
My new biography, Amelia Bloomer: Journalist, Suffragist, Anti-Fashion Icon will be out March 4
2025. Preorder at the link!

Website and newsletter

*********************************************************
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Greg Caporale
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 11:32:14 AM

[You don't often get email from mailagent@thesoftedge.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Greg Caporale
6 Roosevelt Dr
Smithtown, NY 11787

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Jcarmich@rochester.rr.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 11:34:14 AM

[You don't often get email from jcarmich@rochester.rr.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Carl Carmichiel
10 Owls Rest
Honeoye Falls , NY 14472
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of RICHARD HINMAN
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 11:34:15 AM

[You don't often get email from mailagent@thesoftedge.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

RICHARD HINMAN
7413 E South St
Clinton, NY 13323-3718

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:rickdhinman@yahoo.com
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of edaviero@nycap.rr.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 11:34:15 AM

[You don't often get email from edaviero@nycap.rr.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Ellen Daviero
1322 Hawthorn Rd
Niskayuna, NY 12309
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Carl Heilman
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 11:44:14 AM

[You don't often get email from mailagent@thesoftedge.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Carl Heilman
18 Cataract St
Cohoes, NY 12047
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of howardh@horowitzassociates.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 11:46:14 AM

[You don't often get email from howardh@horowitzassociates.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Howard Horowitz
8 Forest Place
NEW ROCHELLE, NY 10804
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Karyn Heym
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 11:46:14 AM

[You don't often get email from mailagent@thesoftedge.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Karyn Heym
1085 Wood Ln
West Chester, PA 19382
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Ryan Black
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 11:48:14 AM

[You don't often get email from mailagent@thesoftedge.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Ryan Black
3914 East Street
Skaneateles, NY 13152
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Brian Gyoerkoe
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 11:48:14 AM

[You don't often get email from mailagent@thesoftedge.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Brian Gyoerkoe
1104 Lytton Ln
Matthews, NC 28104
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Courtney Eudaly
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 11:48:15 AM

[You don't often get email from mailagent@thesoftedge.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Courtney Eudaly
15 MIDLAND AVE
BRONXVILLE, NY 10708

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:ceudaly@mac.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of collinge@localnet.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 11:52:15 AM

[You don't often get email from collinge@localnet.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Peter Collinge
77 Tall Oak Lane
Pittsford, NY 14534

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:collinge@localnet.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of audreyblaner@hotmail.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 11:52:15 AM

[You don't often get email from audreyblaner@hotmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Audrey Blaner
PO Box 1142
Shelburne, VT 05482-1142

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:audreyblaner@hotmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of SCOTTFAY@SCOTTFAY.NET
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 11:54:15 AM

[You don't often get email from scottfay@scottfay.net. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Scott Fay
55 Linwood Ave
Tonawanda, NY 14150-4017

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:SCOTTFAY@SCOTTFAY.NET
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Ed Hulit
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 11:54:15 AM

[You don't often get email from mailagent@thesoftedge.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Ed Hulit
1 Melrose Terr, Apt 315
Long Branch, NJ 07740

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:ehulit@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of rabidthylacine@hotmail.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 11:56:13 AM

[You don't often get email from rabidthylacine@hotmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Christine Iacovetta
6860 108th St Apt 4i
Forest Hills, NY 11375

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:rabidthylacine@hotmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of ANN ALEXANDER
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 11:58:16 AM

[You don't often get email from mailagent@thesoftedge.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

ANN ALEXANDER
2857 North Shore Road
Hadley, NY 12835-2805

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:annalexa@live.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Marianne Hines
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 11:58:17 AM

[You don't often get email from mailagent@thesoftedge.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Marianne Hines
P.O. Box 442
Saranac Lake, NY 12983

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:mariannehines@live.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: Sremington2@nycap.rr.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 11:58:41 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Scott Remington , Sremington2@nycap.rr.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Scott Remington
 Email from: Sremington2@nycap.rr.com
 Address:
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 I think the state master plan should include the American with disabilities act To give people with mobility issues,
more accessibility to the Adirondacks and Catskill mountains,

mailto:noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
mailto:Sremington2@nycap.rr.com


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of William & Laurie Clement
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 12:02:14 PM

[You don't often get email from mailagent@thesoftedge.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

William & Laurie Clement
107 Overlook Dr
Lebanon, PA 17042

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:wgclem@aol.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Lee@Cloudsplitter.org
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 12:02:15 PM

[You don't often get email from lee@cloudsplitter.org. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Ernest (Lee) Keet
62 Moir road
Saranac Lake , NY 12983

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:Lee@Cloudsplitter.org
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Hannah Joy-Eiler
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 12:02:18 PM

[You don't often get email from mailagent@thesoftedge.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Hannah Joy-Eiler
7 Foot Hill Court, Apartment D
Gansevoort, NY 12831

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:hannahjoy42@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Sara Kirby
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 12:06:14 PM

[You don't often get email from mailagent@thesoftedge.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Sara Kirby
112 Biddle Rd.
Paoli, PA 19301

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:kirby.sara@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Sandra Hudson-Knapp
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 12:08:14 PM

[You don't often get email from mailagent@thesoftedge.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Sandra Hudson-Knapp
252 Church St.
Poultney, VT 05764

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:sandlesk@msn.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Cdowning@nycap.rr.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 12:08:14 PM

[You don't often get email from cdowning@nycap.rr.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Colleen  Downing
3 Southeast Street
Saratoga Springs , NY 12866

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:Cdowning@nycap.rr.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of melissa@gmavt.net
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 12:08:15 PM

[You don't often get email from melissa@gmavt.net. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Melissa Wolaver
122 Tilden Ave
Richmond, VT 05477

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:melissa@gmavt.net
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of richardacarlson@hotmail.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 12:08:15 PM

[You don't often get email from richardacarlson@hotmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Richard Carlson
92 River Rd
Jay, NY 12941

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:richardacarlson@hotmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Kenneth Hittel
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 12:12:14 PM

[You don't often get email from mailagent@thesoftedge.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Kenneth Hittel
250 W 90th St Apt 10H
New York, NY 10024

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:khittel@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Elizabeth Chilton
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 12:14:14 PM

[You don't often get email from mailagent@thesoftedge.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth Chilton
2 Garrison Ave
Durham, NH 03824

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:echilton2@icloud.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Janelle Brown
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 12:16:14 PM

[You don't often get email from mailagent@thesoftedge.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Janelle Brown
55 Railroad Pl, Apt 510
Saratoga Spr, NY 12866

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:Janellefbrown@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of john langley
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 12:20:14 PM

[You don't often get email from mailagent@thesoftedge.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

john langley
43 Davenport ave, Apt 1A
New Rochelle, NY 10805

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:yegnal@yahoo.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Elizabeth Forward
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 12:20:14 PM

[You don't often get email from mailagent@thesoftedge.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth Forward
113 Lathrop Rd
Syracuse, NY 13219

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:elizabeth.forward@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Landon Cucinotta
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 12:20:15 PM

[You don't often get email from mailagent@thesoftedge.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Landon Cucinotta
11 Gooseberry Dr
Schroon Lake, NY 12870

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:landon0679@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Gregory Light
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 12:22:14 PM

[You don't often get email from mailagent@thesoftedge.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Gregory Light
50 MELODY LN
PLATTSBURGH, NY 12901

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:gjlight58@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Mike Delsignore
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 12:26:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Mike Delsignore
59 Wincrest drive
Queensbury, NY 12804

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:Mrmike324@yahoo.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Elizabeth Kasius
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 12:26:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth Kasius
9 Whitman Ct.
Troy, NY 12180

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:elizwoodk@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Gerry Hoffner
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 12:26:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Gerry Hoffner
1628 Tuckerstown Road
Dresher, PA 19025

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:ghoffner@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of kathleenkneis@optonline.net
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 12:30:15 PM

[You don't often get email from kathleenkneis@optonline.net. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Kathleen Kneis
121 Highland Ave
Boonton, NJ 07005

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:kathleenkneis@optonline.net
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Daniel Heim
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 12:30:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Daniel Heim
109 Eidsvoll Road
Broadalbin, NY 12025

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:Dheim1963@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Donna Brothers
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 12:30:16 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Donna Brothers
46 Union Ave. , Unit 304
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:dbb@me.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Alyson Hackett
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 12:32:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Alyson Hackett
901 W. Thomas St.
Rome, NY 13440-2539

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:alyson.m.hackett@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of emma@ggagency.ca
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 12:34:15 PM

[You don't often get email from emma@ggagency.ca. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Emma Laird
171 Sportsman Drive
Milroy, PA 17063

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:emma@ggagency.ca
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Michelle Marrinan
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 12:36:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Michelle Marrinan
120 Davenport Farm Ln W
Stamford , CT 06903

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:Msmarrinan@yahoo.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Charlotte Localio
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 12:40:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Charlotte Localio
100 Rosehill Ave
Tarrytown, NY 10591

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:cslocalio@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Henry Bisner
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 12:44:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Henry Bisner
34 Tennis Court Hill
Ticonderoga, NY 12883

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:hbisner@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Rebecca Kleinman
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 12:46:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Rebecca Kleinman
42 Dooling Way
Lake Placid , NY 12946

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:beckwrite@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Joseph Maurer
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 12:48:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Joseph Maurer
1043 Davisville Rd
Southampton, PA 18966

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:jmaurer1994@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Adriana Laser
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 12:48:16 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Adriana Laser
501 Windsor Ct
Niskayuna, NY 12309

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:Ajones01@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Susanne Menden
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 12:48:17 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Susanne Menden
173 Coddington Way
South Kingston, RI 02879-6305

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:smenden@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Kayla Mucia
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 12:56:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Kayla Mucia
12 Wildwood Est.
Plattsburgh, NY 12901

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:Khutti16@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Nicole Gueron
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 12:56:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Nicole Gueron
71 Pierrepont St # NO4
Brooklyn, NY 11201

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:ngueron@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of David Meeker
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 12:58:17 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

David Meeker
155 5th Ave NE
St Petersburg, FL 33701

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:djmkaw27@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of John Merriman
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 1:00:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

John Merriman
PO Box 66
Raquette Lake, NY 13436

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:jm345@yahoo.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Jean MacFarlane
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 1:04:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Jean MacFarlane
102 Grayling Avenue
Narberth, PA 19072

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:maxinemac@yahoo.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of sandra@alexandramurphy.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 1:14:15 PM

[You don't often get email from sandra@alexandramurphy.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Alexandra Murphy
1060 Downingsville Rd.
Lincoln, VT 05443

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:sandra@alexandramurphy.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of aaron@valkyriesaustere.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 1:16:15 PM

[You don't often get email from aaron@valkyriesaustere.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Aaron Jamison
3 brown mountian way
Keene, NY 12942

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:aaron@valkyriesaustere.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Paul Petrie
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 1:18:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Paul Petrie
37 Farm View Dr
Madison, CT 06443-1626

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:hildpetrie@outlook.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Jerry Miller
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 1:20:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Jerry Miller
105 Cedar Cir
Spencerport, NY 14559

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:jerry.d2xs@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Wendy Mathews-Sisley
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 1:24:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Wendy Mathews-Sisley
413 McCool Ave
East Syracuse, NY 13057

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:wendy.angel.71@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Jon Miller
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 1:24:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Jon Miller
3098 Mt. Philo Rd
Charlotte , VT 05445

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:jonmiller617@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Bruce Cumming
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 1:26:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Bruce Cumming
146 Cemetery Rd
Bainbridge, NY 13733

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:bcc4122@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Susan Olsen
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 1:28:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Susan Olsen
304 GLENWOOD DR
Saranac Lake, NY 12983

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=87a44afbf7e1411c801a2c634b56130e-borealiscol
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Kelsey Cushman
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 1:30:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Kelsey Cushman
395 Penfield Rd
Rochester, NY 14625-2073

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:kec.9794+adk@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of elizabeth moseman
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 1:30:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

elizabeth moseman
522 shore road
long beach, NY 11561

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:lizzymoseman@aol.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Adam Keagy
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 1:32:16 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Adam Keagy
85 Nokomis Trail
Medford Lakes, NJ 08055

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:SummitsForMS@yahoo.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Edward McClure
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 1:36:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Edward McClure
13 Green St
Princeton, NJ 08542

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:tedsmcclure@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Milja Poe
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 1:38:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Milja Poe
30 Tirrell Crescent
Chestnut Hill, MA 02467

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:miljapoe@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Mark Russell
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 1:40:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Mark Russell
37 Wingate Ave
Buffalo, NY 14216

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:mark@buffalocanvas.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Andrea Sammarco
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 1:42:16 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Andrea Sammarco
8790 Stahley Road
EAST AMHERST, NY 14051

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:alsammarco18@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Leslie Millman
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 1:46:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Leslie Millman
112 Claremont Avenue
Rye, NY 10580

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:oooleslie@aol.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Joan Ragland
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 1:46:16 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Joan Ragland
113 rosebud dr
Syracuse , NY 13219

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:Jmragland@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Kenneth Levitt
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 1:48:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Kenneth  Levitt
3 Forest Avenue
Nanuet , NY 10954

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:Kenlevitt13@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Mark Pasquini
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 1:48:17 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Mark Pasquini
91 Royal Range Rd
Sandown, NH 03873

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:markus6898@yahoo.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Remus Preda
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 1:48:18 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Remus Preda
5 Thistle Road
Gansevoort, NY 12831

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:whitecloverfarm@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of leslieannhenderson@hotmail.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 1:48:20 PM

[You don't often get email from leslieannhenderson@hotmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Leslie  Henderson Pasquini
91 Royal Range Rd
Sandown, NH 03873

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:leslieannhenderson@hotmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Aubrey Hillman
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 1:52:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Aubrey Hillman
42 Summit Dr
Averill Park, NY 12018

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:aubreyhillman@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of vicki831@earthlink.net
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 1:52:15 PM

[You don't often get email from vicki831@earthlink.net. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Vicki Fox
67 Wodenethe Drive
Beacon, NY 12508

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:vicki831@earthlink.net
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Joel Mcfarland
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 1:56:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Joel Mcfarland
16 Pond View Lane
Penfield, NY 14526

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:Mcfarljo@yahoo.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of byker1@roadrunner.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 1:58:15 PM

[You don't often get email from byker1@roadrunner.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Glenn Hall
95 Jefferson St
Cattaraugus, NY 14719-1000

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:byker1@roadrunner.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Nancy Shaw
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 1:58:20 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Nancy Shaw
7817 Tomlinson Ave
Cabin John, MD 20818

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:nbshaw@aol.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Jaclyn Fioravanti
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 2:00:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Jaclyn Fioravanti
10 Alamo Ln
Schenectady, NY 12304

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:jaclyns88@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Jacob Brill
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 2:02:16 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Jacob Brill
25 Elm Drive
Millbrook , NY 12545

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:jacobbrill@yahoo.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Darcy Fuguet
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 2:02:16 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Darcy Fuguet
134 Coolidge Hill
Cambridge, MA 02138

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:dfuguet2@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Carol Hinkelman
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 2:02:20 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Carol Hinkelman
348 Ripplewood Dr.
Rochester, NY 14616

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:carolhroc@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Alexis Nair
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 2:04:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Alexis  Nair
2478 West Lake rd
Skaneateles , NY 13152

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:alexis.pierce@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of dk@rics.bwh.harvard.edu
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 2:04:14 PM

[You don't often get email from dk@rics.bwh.harvard.edu. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

David Kwiatkowski
1 Morehouse Lake Road
Hoffmeister, NY 13353

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:dk@rics.bwh.harvard.edu
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Douglas Lafferty
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 2:04:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Douglas Lafferty
407 County Route 68
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866, NY 12866

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:djlarch@aol.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Joe Kiernan
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 2:04:17 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Joe Kiernan
122 Hunns Lake Road
Stanfordville, NY 12581

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:jkiernan122@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Mark Fitzgerald
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 2:06:17 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Mark Fitzgerald
355 ballou road
Porter corners , NY 12859

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:Markfitzgerald2112@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Billarata@aratalaw.net
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 2:08:14 PM

[You don't often get email from billarata@aratalaw.net. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

William Arata
216 Austin St.
Bogalusa, LA 70427

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:Billarata@aratalaw.net
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Mark Mershon
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 2:10:16 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Mark Mershon
372 Lexington Rd
Richmond, VA 23226

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:mmershon@rocketmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of mas576@cornell.edu
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 2:10:17 PM

[You don't often get email from mas576@cornell.edu. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Michelle Petrova
450 Ridge Rd
Lansing, NY 14882

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=074a723627294ed9a73f19a11a9dc97a-mas576@corn
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Ian Trudell
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 2:12:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Ian Trudell
1101 Stoney Way
Farmington , NY 14425

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:Ilt170@yahoo.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Caroline Stem
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 2:12:16 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Caroline Stem
55 Catherine Street
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:caroline.stem@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Kel Rossiter
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 2:12:16 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Kel Rossiter
83A North Champlain Street, North Champlain Street
Burlington, VT 05401

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:adventurespiritguides@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Jennifer Seavert
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 2:14:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Jennifer  Seavert
738 W Dominick St
Rome, NY 13440

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:Xphile1013@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Giovanni Calle
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 2:14:16 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Giovanni Calle
1638 W Stiles Street
Philadelphia , PA 19121

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:gcalle94@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of William Moore
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 2:16:16 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

William Moore
254 Desmond Dr.
Tonawanda, NY 14150

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:wamore63@yahoo.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Robert Sweet
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 2:16:17 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Robert Sweet
22 birch st
Saranac Lake, NY 12983

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:bobsweet50@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of druberg1@nycap.rr.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 2:18:14 PM

[You don't often get email from druberg1@nycap.rr.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Don Ruberg
5 Daisy Court
Clifton Park, NY 12065

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:druberg1@nycap.rr.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Diane Stropoli
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 2:18:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Diane Stropoli
38 Paulding Ave
Cold Spring , NY 10516

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:Abumpoo@aol.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of michael_seager@att.net
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 2:20:14 PM

[You don't often get email from michael_seager@att.net. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Michael Seager
8253 Westmoor Road
Mentor, OH 44060-7535

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:michael_seager@att.net
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Jaye Smith
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 2:22:16 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Jaye Smith
24 Doubleday St
Binghamton, NY 13901

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:Sashetstar@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Thomas Ort
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 2:22:19 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Thomas Ort
2141 45th Avenue, #2
Long Island City, NY 11101

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:thomas.ort@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of dws278@cornell.edu
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 2:26:14 PM

[You don't often get email from dws278@cornell.edu. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Daniel Summerville
5535 Shady Ave
Lowville, NY 13367-1632

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:dws278@cornell.edu
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Jseig@ntcnet.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 2:26:16 PM

[You don't often get email from jseig@ntcnet.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

John  Seigle
131 Millwood hill
Cold brook, NY 13324

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:Jseig@ntcnet.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Victoria Elliott
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 2:28:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

 Victoria  Elliott
61 Sugarbush Ln
South Colton, NY 13687

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:ripeaspeaches@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Sarah Hacker
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 2:30:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Sarah Hacker
2061 Lexington Parkway
Niskayuna, NY 12309

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=1b6e32bc69014e179aa84ebbc6a3d687-SARAH.ADELE
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Kevin Parks
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 2:32:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Kevin Parks
823 Trenton Avenue
Point Pleasant, NJ 08742

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:doctorparks@comcast.net
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of William Mcclellan
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 2:32:16 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

William Mcclellan
378 Dunham rd
Cropseyville, NY 12052

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:Wmandj9@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Susan Hittel
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 2:34:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Susan Hittel
250 W 90TH ST, APT 10H
New York, NY 10024

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:susanannh@yahoo.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Linda E Marshall
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 2:34:18 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Linda E Marshall
305 Shore rd, POBox 133
Severance, NY 12872

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:sheeprfarm@aol.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of bmiglin@nycap.rr.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 2:36:16 PM

[You don't often get email from bmiglin@nycap.rr.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Jill Miglin
17 Sherwood Lane
Burnt Hills , NY 12027

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:bmiglin@nycap.rr.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Benjamin Padilla
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 2:36:16 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Benjamin Padilla
4192 N. Umpqua Hwy
Roseburg, OR 97470

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:benjaminpadilla9@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Nancy Walter
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 2:40:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Nancy Walter
107 Marina Road
Chrstertown , NY 12817

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:Anp014@msn.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of David Buczek
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 2:40:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

David Buczek
231 N. Main Street
Albion, NY 14411

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:Buczek1205@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Andrea Strang
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 2:42:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Andrea Strang
3705 Putnam Road
Schenectady , NY 12306

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:astrang518@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Charles Bender
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 2:42:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Charles Bender
2812 Thousand Acres Rd
Delanson, NY 12053

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:cpbenderjr@aol.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Kim Fortin
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 2:42:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Kim Fortin
1603 River Rd
Port Byron, NY 13140

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:Fortin.kimberly@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Amelia Handzel
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 2:44:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Amelia Handzel
120 Boone St
Barneveld, NY 13304

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:amhandzelbc@icloud.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of garyw05@hotmail.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 2:48:16 PM

[You don't often get email from garyw05@hotmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Gary James Wade
6341 Walnut St
Pittsburgh, PA 15206

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:garyw05@hotmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Jennifer Recard
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 2:52:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Jennifer Recard
187 chamberlain road
Honeoye Falls, NY 14472

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:Jsrecard@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Knut Spang
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 2:54:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Knut Spang
105 Garnet Drive, Camillus NY 13031
Camillus, NY 13031

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:knut.spang@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of David Woodlock
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 2:54:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

David Woodlock
111 Osseo Park Rd
Monroe, NY 10950

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:woodlockdj@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Joseph Resti
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 2:54:16 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Joseph Resti
7787 Rolling Ridge Drive
Manlius, NY 13104

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:Restij@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of CJ Rudy
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 2:56:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

CJ Rudy
6167 Mountain Laurel Court Pipersville Pa
Pipersville, PA 18947-1037

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:charlesjrudy@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Martha Waldman
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 2:58:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Martha Waldman
8 Barker St
Albany, NY 12205

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:martha829r@aol.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Correen Hooton
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 3:00:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Correen Hooton
10339 Manchester Road
Boston , NY 14025

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:correenc@aol.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Wayne Roth
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 3:00:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Wayne  Roth
2925 West 5 Sty
Brooklyn , NY 11224

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:Wayneroth@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of jasz@sover.net
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 3:02:15 PM

[You don't often get email from jasz@sover.net. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Susan  DeWind
Halpin rd
Middlebury , VT 05753

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a255b95eae7740939a0ff51ae549827d-jasz@sover.
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Brian Ruder
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 3:02:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Brian Ruder
54 Mamaroneck Road
Scarsdale, NY 10583

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:qruder@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Michael Somogyi
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 3:04:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Michael  Somogyi
16 Sinclair Avenue
Staten Island , NY 10312

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:Technicolorsheep@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Gretchen Yealy
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 3:04:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Gretchen Yealy
36 Captain John Jacob's Rd., Unit 410
East Providence, RI 02914

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:Gretchenyealy219@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Michael Schaefer
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 3:04:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Michael Schaefer
1113 Union St.
Schenectady, NY 12308

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:mchlschaefer25@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Deborah Weller
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 3:06:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Deborah  Weller
1573 US Route 11
Hastings , NY 13076

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:Dskfarrah@protonmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Patricia Jung
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 3:08:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Patricia Jung
8 Cosmian avenue
Florence, MA 01062

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:P.jung@comcast.net
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of David Ratti
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 3:10:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

David  Ratti
3308 rte 23
Dover Plains, NY 12522

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:dbrspruce@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Nicholas Rokitka
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 3:12:16 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Nicholas Rokitka
4214 St. Francis Drive
Hamburg, NY 14075

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:nrokitka@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Karen Batt
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 3:12:16 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Karen Batt
11069 NY-12
Remsen, NY 13438

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:kmbatt@comcast.net
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of benjamin Watrous
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 3:18:18 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

benjamin Watrous
834 Old Route 29
Rock City Falls, NY 12863

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:benjamin.watrous@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Duane Martin
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 3:18:20 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Duane Martin
402 Delaware Ave
Delmar, NY 12054-3005

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:martinde192@me.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of stonewall753@nycap.rr.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 3:22:15 PM

[You don't often get email from stonewall753@nycap.rr.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Erik Karabin
104 Hemlock Terrace
Northville, NY 12134-4300

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:stonewall753@nycap.rr.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Charles Trainor
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 3:22:16 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Charles Trainor
101, Hawthorn Place
Briarcliff Manor, NY 10510

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:ctrainor.viewpointprop@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of John Winkler
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 3:26:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

John Winkler
120 DANEBROCK DR
Amherst, NY 14226-3431

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:nwinkler25@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Georgette Weir
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 3:28:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Georgette Weir
102 Sutton Park Road
Poughkeepsie, NY 12603

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:g.dub.weir@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Timothy Cummings
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 3:36:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Timothy Cummings
275 S. Union St.
Burlington, VT 05401

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:pipingtim@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: Phillips, Megan (APA)
To: Petith, Stephanie L (APA); Plante, David (APA); SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: Burth, John M (APA); Lynch, Ariel D (APA)
Subject: RE: SLMP Comments in RP Comments Inbox
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 3:37:38 PM

Can you put them on my Write Drive in a folder? Thanks.
 
From: Petith, Stephanie L (APA) <Stephanie.Petith@apa.ny.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 3:29 PM
To: Plante, David (APA) <David.Plante@apa.ny.gov>; SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: Phillips, Megan (APA) <Megan.Phillips@apa.ny.gov>; Burth, John M (APA)
<John.Burth@apa.ny.gov>; Lynch, Ariel D (APA) <Ariel.Lynch@apa.ny.gov>
Subject: RE: SLMP Comments in RP Comments Inbox
 
 I haven’t looked at that inbox since last week.
 
In addition to the 4 Dave attached……it looks like there are 177 more in the junk
folder.  I can get them all moved to a folder of your choosing if you’d like?
 
Stephanie L. Petith
Administrative Assistant 1
 
NYS Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
1133 NYS Route 86
Ray Brook, NY  12977
 
(518) 891-4050 | Stephanie.Petith@apa.ny.gov
www.apa.ny.gov
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This email, including any attachments, may be confidential, privileged or
otherwise legally protected.  It is intended only for the addressee(s).  If you are not the intended
recipient, you are prohibited from disseminating, copying or otherwise using this email or its
attachments.  If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply
email and delete the email from your system.
 
From: Plante, David (APA) <David.Plante@apa.ny.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 2:52 PM
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: Phillips, Megan (APA) <Megan.Phillips@apa.ny.gov>; Burth, John M (APA)
<John.Burth@apa.ny.gov>; Lynch, Ariel D (APA) <Ariel.Lynch@apa.ny.gov>; Petith, Stephanie L (APA)
<Stephanie.Petith@apa.ny.gov>
Subject: SLMP Comments in RP Comments Inbox
 
Megan,

mailto:Megan.Phillips@apa.ny.gov
mailto:Stephanie.Petith@apa.ny.gov
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mailto:John.Burth@apa.ny.gov
mailto:Ariel.Lynch@apa.ny.gov
mailto:Stephanie.Petith@apa.ny.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.apa.ny.gov%2F&data=05%7C02%7CSLMP_UMP_Comments%40apa.ny.gov%7C41a0f2a11e1d4452075508dd08d9ff80%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638676454578845143%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=w4%2B9mxdUHs0fDRbYJUcRbwZ3xSKQ7am03v5BRQqSBNg%3D&reserved=0
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mailto:Stephanie.Petith@apa.ny.gov


 
Please see attached SLMP amendment form letter comments that came into the RP
Comments inbox today. Not sure if you have a way to get to the source to let them
know the correct email inbox, but wanted to make sure you got these.
 
Thanks!
 
Dave
 
 
David J. Plante, AICP CEP (he/him/his)
Deputy Director, Regulatory Programs
 
Adirondack Park Agency
P.O. Box 99
1133 State Route 86
Ray Brook, NY  12977
 
(518) 891-4050 | david.plante@apa.ny.gov
www.apa.ny.gov
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This email, including any attachments, may be
confidential, privileged or otherwise legally protected.  It is intended only for the
addressee(s).  If you are not the intended recipient, you are prohibited from
disseminating, copying or otherwise using this email or its attachments.  If you have
received this email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and
delete the email from your system.
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Christine Thierry
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 3:38:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Christine Thierry
40 51st Street.
New York , NY 10020

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:skibumwb@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Christine Thierry
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 3:38:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Christine Thierry
40 51st Street.
New York , NY 10020

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:skibumwb@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of psheridan3@nycap.rr.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 3:48:15 PM

[You don't often get email from psheridan3@nycap.rr.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Pete Sheridan
12 Kevin Dr
Burnt Hills NY, NY 12027

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:psheridan3@nycap.rr.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Michael Minthorn
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 3:48:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Michael Minthorn
4160 Byron Ave
Titusville, FL 32780

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:minthornmc@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of careyc@cortland.edu
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 3:50:17 PM

[You don't often get email from careyc@cortland.edu. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

chris carey
193 sheldon road
Freeville, NY 13068-9716

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:careyc@cortland.edu
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Kirk Ruebenson
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 3:54:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Kirk Ruebenson
474 Whippoorwill Road
Hillsdale, NY 12529

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:kirkygee@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Christine Sitts
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 3:54:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Christine Sitts
135 Chub Lake Rd
Gouverneur, NY 13642

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:csitts93@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Mmacc1@twc.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 4:00:14 PM

[You don't often get email from mmacc1@twc.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Matt MacCaull
231 parsons rd
Camillus, NY 13031

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:Mmacc1@twc.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Tad Welch
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 4:04:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Tad Welch
1297 Ellis Hollow Road
Ithaca, NY 14850-2957

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=13646a7a89c946e2b14479efd454bc88-tadwelch_gm
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: bwestenhoefer@yahoo.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 4:04:18 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Brandon Westenhoefer, bwestenhoefer@yahoo.com" into your message for our
reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Brandon Westenhoefer
 Email from: bwestenhoefer@yahoo.com
 Address: 35 Brookside Way, PO Box 91 Lewis NY 12950
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 Dear APA,

You must update the master plan to clearly define a prohibition of OPDMDs that operate via an internal combustion
engine from wilderness designated areas.  If there are engines emitting noise in wilderness areas, then that area no
longer has any real sense of being wilderness.  The ADA recognizes that such situations exist and so has stated the
following exemption: “unless doing so would result in a fundamental alteration of the nature of the service”. 
Wilderness areas must remain as true wilderness or there is nothing left to be enjoyed by anybody.

mailto:noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of John Witter
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 4:06:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

John Witter
32 ORCHARD HTS
New Paltz, NY 12561-1546

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:baldheadedblues@yahoo.com
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Alessandra De Lucas
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 4:06:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Alessandra De Lucas
30 Seagrave Rd.
Cambridge, MA 02140

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:alex.delucas@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of CHRISTOPHER DUNN
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 4:10:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

CHRISTOPHER DUNN
18726 KERILL RD
TRIANGLE, VA 22172

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:san.florian.peru@gmail.com
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Kristen Guthrie
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 4:14:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Kristen Guthrie
32 Horseshoe Lane N
Henrietta, NY 14467

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:Kmpg114@aol.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Gary Lefkowitz
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 4:14:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Gary Lefkowitz
25 Linden Ct
Clifton Park, NY 12065

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:gal86@aol.com
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of David Stillwell
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 4:24:17 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

David  Stillwell
126 Saranac Avenue
Buffalo , NY 14216

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:DMSBuffalo@gmail.com
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Emily Caboot
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 4:26:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Emily Caboot
400 McChesney Ave Ext 16-06
Troy, NY 12180

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:ecaboot@gmail.com
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Jennifer Coate-Schulz
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 4:30:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Jennifer Coate-Schulz
266 beach rd
Poughquag , NY 12570

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of David Marsh
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 4:30:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

David Marsh
7029 Harvest View
Canandaigua, NY 14424

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of williamleavitt@hotmail.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 4:30:16 PM

[You don't often get email from williamleavitt@hotmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Bill Leavitt
349 12th St, Apt 4R
Brooklyn, NY 11215-5001

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Priscilla Court
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 4:36:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Priscilla  Court
58 Irving Street
Albany , NY 12202

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of James Coughlin
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 4:38:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

James Coughlin
36-27 31st Street
Astoria, NY 11106-2351

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:Coughlinj17@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: jonahbruno@gmail.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 4:38:55 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Jonah Bruno, jonahbruno@gmail.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Jonah Bruno
 Email from: jonahbruno@gmail.com
 Address: Delmar New York
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 Please do not open more of the Adirondack Park to motor vehicles, including “Other Power-Driven Mobility
Devices”. Keep the current restrictions with respect to Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe areas.
Thank you.

mailto:noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
mailto:jonahbruno@gmail.com


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of kate_a@sbcglobal.net
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 4:42:15 PM

[You don't often get email from kate_a@sbcglobal.net. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Catherine Alexander
5 Round Hill Drive
Danbury, CT 06811

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:kate_a@sbcglobal.net
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Joanne Maddocks
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 4:42:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Joanne Maddocks
45 Garrison Road
Queensbury, NY 12804

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:budandjoanne@mac.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of cynthia patenaude
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 4:44:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

cynthia patenaude
62A Upper Newtown Rd
Mechanicville, NY 12118-3700

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:cindypatenaude@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of paul@homespun.biz
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 4:46:15 PM

[You don't often get email from paul@homespun.biz. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Paul Rosenberg
538 Providence St
Albany, NY 12208

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:paul@homespun.biz
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Theresa Wright
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 4:58:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Theresa Wright
39 Linwood St
Bergenfield , NJ 07621

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:ship.twright@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Margaret Casagrande
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 4:58:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Margaret  Casagrande
3020 Edwin Avenue
Fort Lee , NJ 07024

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:margaret.casagrande@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Rolf Verberg
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 4:58:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Rolf Verberg
680 Sheffield Rd
Ithaca, NY 14850

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:rolfverberg@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of rlarsen01@twcny.rr.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 4:58:16 PM

[You don't often get email from rlarsen01@twcny.rr.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

RONALD LARSEN
174 COUNTY ROUTE 35
CANTON, NY 13617-4445

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:rlarsen01@twcny.rr.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Richard Rouse
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 4:58:18 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Richard Rouse
249 Hartford AVE.
Newington, CT 06111

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:richardrouse1958@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Jeanne Thomson
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 5:00:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Jeanne  Thomson
PO BOX 219
Somerss, NY 10589

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:jeannewthomson@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Paul Shelmandine
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 5:00:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Paul Shelmandine
2004 Clifton Park Road
Niskayuna, NY 12309

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:Pacash12309@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Amy Jessup
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 5:02:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Amy Jessup
17 Maywood Dr
Glenville, NY 12302

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:amyejessup@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of bark14@alum.mit.edu
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 5:04:14 PM

[You don't often get email from bark14@alum.mit.edu. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Richard Wang
14 Rivercrest drive
Rexford, NY 12148

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:bark14@alum.mit.edu
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Robert Roeser
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 5:06:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Robert Roeser
135 East Nittany Avenue, Apt 710
State College, PA 16801

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:collars_trialed.08@icloud.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Kim Ciraulo
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 5:12:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Kim Ciraulo
4033 River Road
Niskayuna, NY 12309

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:ckshady3@msn.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of William Yates
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 5:20:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

William  Yates
23 Glendale Rd EXT
Pottersville , NY 12860

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:billy8s@duck.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Thomas Neely
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 5:20:17 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Thomas Neely
27913 Limestone Road
Redwood, NY 13679

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:captntom048@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: Allison Wheeler
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Project APSLMP2024; Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 5:26:16 PM

You don't often get email from awheel@nycap.rr.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected
emails.

Applicant/Project Title:

APA Project ID:

APA contact:

APA email address for this project:

My name: (required)
 enter your full name

My email: (required)
 a copy of your comments will be sent to

this email

My address: (optional)
 street

 city

 state

 postal code

My comments: (required)
Note: This entry form is designed for simple text entry. Pasting text that includes page breaks, columns,
bulleted/numbered lists, or complex formatting may cause problems.

Allison Wheeler
3 N Union St.
Cambridge, NY 12816
awheel@nycap.rr.com
518-677-7083 H
315-854-0196 C

mailto:awheel@nycap.rr.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of tootie12@earthlink.net
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 5:28:20 PM

[You don't often get email from tootie12@earthlink.net. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Lauren Zacher
235 South Wellwood Avenue
Lindenhurst, NY 11757

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:tootie12@earthlink.net
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Johnathan Kinney
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 5:32:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Johnathan Kinney
54 BORDEN AVE, APT C41
NORWICH, NY 13815

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:jckinney17@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of David Wemett
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 5:34:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

David  Wemett
42 Vivian ST
Newington, CT 06111

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:David.Wemett@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Stephen Smith
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 5:36:18 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Stephen Smith
7 Forest Ave
Troy, NY 12180

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:kimchijoe@yahoo.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of barbaratrees@hotmail.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 5:36:19 PM

[You don't often get email from barbaratrees@hotmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Barbara Trees
64 Fulton St Rm 706
New York, NY 10038

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:barbaratrees@hotmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of jeryan19@hotmail.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 5:44:15 PM

[You don't often get email from jeryan19@hotmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

John Ryan
612 Salvia Ln
Schenectady, NY 12303

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:jeryan19@hotmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of doug keith
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 5:44:18 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

doug keith
9382 Keith Rd
North Brookfield, NY 13418-1802

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:315erbigtime@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Amanda Boyle
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 5:46:17 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Amanda Boyle
1200 Clayton Manor Drive, Apt 4
Liverpool, NY 13088

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:a.boyle95@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of kkarl97@optonline.net
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 5:46:20 PM

[You don't often get email from kkarl97@optonline.net. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Kevin Karl
15 June Ave
Norwalk, CT 06850-2542

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:kkarl97@optonline.net
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Michael Ogden
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 5:50:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Michael Ogden
7339 New Route 31
Baldwinsville, NY 13027

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:mogden317@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of mkowals3@alumni.nd.edu
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 5:52:15 PM

[You don't often get email from mkowals3@alumni.nd.edu. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Matthew Kowalski
1204 Admirals Walk Drive
Cohoes, NY 12047

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:mkowals3@alumni.nd.edu
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Malorie Meshkati
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 5:54:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Malorie Meshkati
49 Northview Ave
Montclair, NJ 07043

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:maloriemeshkati@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Andrea Fox
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 5:54:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Andrea Fox
110 Prospect St.
Northampton, MA 01060-2131

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:Kitkimba@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Emily Angelillo
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 6:00:17 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Emily  Angelillo
885 Beach rd
Lincolnville , ME 04849

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:Emlouang@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Ann Marie Williamson
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 6:00:17 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Ann Marie Williamson
7-15 162nd street
Whitestone , NY 11357

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:amw630@verizon.net
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Jen Ortiz
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 6:00:17 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Jen Ortiz
229 La Jeunnese Road
Saranac Lake, NY 12983

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:Jenniferlynnortiz@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Michele Decker
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 6:10:16 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Michele Decker
39 Glenn Hollow
Rochester , NY 14622

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:Mdecker418@aol.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Sheehan Twomey
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 6:12:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Sheehan Twomey
29 Irven St
Ewing, NJ 08638

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:sheehantwomey1@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of ziolol@charter.net
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 6:22:15 PM

[You don't often get email from ziolol@charter.net. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Linda Ziolo
134 Sunrise Dr
Plattsburgh, NY 12901

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:ziolol@charter.net
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Bliss Lillis
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 6:22:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Bliss Lillis
422 Rowley Rd
Depew, NY 14043

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:blissnoel87@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Peter Reiner
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 6:22:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Peter Reiner
4308 Murray Court
Pearl River, NY 10965

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:psr7777@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Susan Storch
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 6:24:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Susan Storch
155 Church Pond
Saranac Lake, NY 12983

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:slstorch@mac.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Nancy McDermott
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 6:28:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Nancy McDermott
PO Box 11114
Albany, NY 12211

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:Nla2ny@me.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Joseph Scherrer
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 6:30:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Joseph Scherrer
23 Valley View Dr
Fountainville, PA 18923

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:joseph.scherrer@icloud.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Jocelen Pearson
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 6:32:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Jocelen Pearson
218 N. King Street
Leesburg, VA 20176

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:jocelenpearson@verizon.net
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Eric Resch
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 6:36:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Eric Resch
812 Scott lane
Lititz , PA 17543

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:Err5073@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Meg Wickwire
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 6:38:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Meg Wickwire
155 Belknap Street
Concord, MA 01742

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:mwickwire118@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Joseph Carosella
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 6:42:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Joseph Carosella
5 Irving Road
Scotia, NY 12302

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:josephaicarosella@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Emily Loeb
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 6:46:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Emily Loeb
125 S Lexington Ave
Pittsburgh, PA 15208

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:emilyaloeb@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Keitha farno
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 7:02:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Keitha  farno
16 Patterson dr
gleno, NY 12077

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:keithaj76@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Jesse Taylor
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 7:04:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Jesse Taylor
35 Lafayette St
Cornwall ON Hudson, NY 12520-1611

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:bronxsherpa@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Lorie Maul
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 7:06:16 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Lorie Maul
1348 Victor Road
MACEDON, NY 14502

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:lorie.d.maul@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of def6@cornell.edu
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 7:12:16 PM

[You don't often get email from def6@cornell.edu. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

David Fontanella
PO Box 672
Trumansburg, NY 14886

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:def6@cornell.edu
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of ad41@cornell.edu
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 7:16:15 PM

[You don't often get email from ad41@cornell.edu. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Alanna Downey
PO Box 672
Trumansburg, NY 14886

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:ad41@cornell.edu
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Stephen Rodriguez
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 7:22:18 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Stephen Rodriguez
5204 Rt 28N
Newcomb, NY 12852

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:sler01161@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Alyssa Trudell
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 7:26:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Alyssa Trudell
1101 Stoney Way
Farmington, NY 14425

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:palmieria228@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Mallikarjuna Jayannagaari
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 7:30:18 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Mallikarjuna Jayannagaari
1136 e lock rd
Middletown , DE 19709

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:Contactmallik@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of mjk55@columbia.edu
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 7:34:16 PM

[You don't often get email from mjk55@columbia.edu. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Matthew Kohn
8 Windsor Ct
Delmar, NY 12054

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=c7c7a4c5804b4950be6ae978a4948f49-MJK55_COLUM
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Sandra Robinson
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 7:40:16 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Sandra Robinson
6404 Ridge Dr
Bethesda, MD 20816

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:granitesong@aol.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of jfluard@netzero.net
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 7:46:14 PM

[You don't often get email from jfluard@netzero.net. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

John Luard
58 RED COACH LN
LOCUST, NJ 07760

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:jfluard@netzero.net
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Karyn Heym
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 7:46:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Karyn Heym
1085 WOOD LN
WEST CHESTER, PA 19382-7434

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:karyn.heym@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Kevin McNeil
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 7:46:16 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Kevin McNeil
4103 Highland Rd
Cortland, NY 13045

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:Kmcneil13@me.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of RICHARD SPINDLER
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 8:00:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

RICHARD SPINDLER
134 W Tyler Ave
EAU CLAIRE, WI 54701

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:rich.spindler@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of jdunham1@nycap.rr.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 8:02:17 PM

[You don't often get email from jdunham1@nycap.rr.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

James Dunham
7 SAW MILL CT
SARATOGA SPRINGS, NY 12866

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:jdunham1@nycap.rr.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Vincent Imbasciani
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 8:02:18 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Vincent  Imbasciani
639 Pulaski Road
East Northport , NY 11731

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:Mr.imbas.83@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Lloyd Harris
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 8:04:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Lloyd Harris
101 Sheldon Rd
Freeville, NY 13068-9716

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:llharris315@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Todd Sagin
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 8:10:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Todd Sagin
1805 Hillcrest Road
Laverock, PA 19038

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:tsagin@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Tracy Wargo
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 8:12:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Tracy Wargo
267 river road
Jay, NY 12941

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:4pinesny@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Meghan Barbay
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 8:16:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Meghan Barbay
41 Miller St
Seneca Falls, NY 13148-1523

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:meghan.barbay@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Jack Carney
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 8:20:17 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Jack Carney
32 Keller Bay Way, PO Box 784, PO Box 784
LONG LAKE, NY 12847

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:Jacarney4214@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Jack Carney
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 8:22:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Jack Carney
32 Keller Bay Way, PO Box 784, PO Box 784
Long Lake, NY 12847-7723

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:Jacarney4214@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Randy Murbach
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 8:22:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Randy Murbach
4010 Macalpine Road
Ellicott City, MD 21042-5325

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:rmurbach@icloud.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Jolene Robinson
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 8:24:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Jolene Robinson
60 Church St Apt 5L
Saranac Lake, NY 12983

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:algiz51@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Peter Evans
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 8:26:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Peter  Evans
238 Longview
Webster, NY 14580-1412

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:pgevans@yahoo.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of karmanny@hotmail.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 8:30:15 PM

[You don't often get email from karmanny@hotmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Karmann  Yusishen
19 West Ferry Rd
Yardley , PA 19067

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:karmanny@hotmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Judith Sides
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 8:44:16 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Judith Sides
13 Acorn Lane
Scarborough, ME 04074

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:jbsides11@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Debi Holt
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 8:46:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Debi Holt
3330 N Main Street Rd.
Holley, NY 14470

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:debilholt@yahoo.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Ryan Newman
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 8:54:16 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Ryan Newman
8814 Bridgeport Kirkville RD
Kirkville , NY 13082

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:Ryannewman842@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Barbara Leadem
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 9:00:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Barbara Leadem
664 River Road
Riparius , NY 12862

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:Barbleadem@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Nina Stark
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 9:00:17 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Nina Stark
43 Old Troy Rd.
East Greenbush, NY 12061

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:Ninamstark@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Carol Huta
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 9:06:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Carol Huta
69 Gone Fishin Way
Piseco, NY 12139

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:carol.huta@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of David Miller
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 9:16:19 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

David Miller
25 Birchwood Drive
Holden, MA 01520

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:canoteur725djm@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Andras Bucsinszky
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 9:22:16 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Andras Bucsinszky
235 Chestnut St
Springfield, MA 01103

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:bucsinszky@yahoo.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Rebecca Nold
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 9:24:16 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Rebecca Nold
30 Hadel Road
Glenville, NY 12302

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:beckynold85@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Greg Vinton
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 9:26:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Greg Vinton
4 Ridgewood Terrace
Maplewood, NJ 07040

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:gvinton@verizon.net
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Raymond Ross
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 9:26:16 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Raymond Ross
185 Old State Road, Lot 42
Broadalbin, NY 12025

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:athikeray@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Shirley and Keith Schue
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 9:38:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Shirley and Keith Schue
9 Maple Ave
Cherry valley, NY 13320

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:shirleyschue@yahoo.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of mff202@nyu.edu
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 9:40:14 PM

[You don't often get email from mff202@nyu.edu. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Michele Saliola
8 Fairway Ct
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076-3001

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:mff202@nyu.edu
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Frederick Yosca
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 9:44:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Frederick  Yosca
4 Kathryn st
Lynbrook , NY 11563

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:Fyosca@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Tiffany M. Phillips
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 9:44:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Tiffany M. Phillips
142 Saint James Pl
Buffalo, NY 14222-1456

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:tmphilli1995@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Herbert Simmerly
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 9:48:16 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Herbert Simmerly
9 Seymour Ln
Hopewell Junction, NY 12533

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:herbndeb74@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Learnela@morrisville.edu
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 9:50:16 PM

[You don't often get email from learnela@morrisville.edu. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Luke  Learned
2555 hatch lake rd
Eaton , NY 13334

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:Learnela@morrisville.edu
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Paul Brown
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 9:56:18 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Paul Brown
105 Marlboro Rd.
Pittsburgh, PA 15238

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:pmbrown1944@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Jim Weirich
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 10:02:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Jim Weirich
5 LEROY ST
POTSDAM, NY 13676

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:Jdweirich2710@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Gregory Brett
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 10:06:16 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Gregory Brett
1032 Castle Bridge Crossing
Webster, NY 14580

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:gfbrett@aol.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Carol Venanzi
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 10:08:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Carol Venanzi
759 President St, Apt 2A
Brooklyn, NY 11215-1360

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:carol.venanzi@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of dgoulet@twcny.rr.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 10:10:14 PM

[You don't often get email from dgoulet@twcny.rr.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Donald Goulet
118 Annetta St.
Syracuse, NY 13207

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:dgoulet@twcny.rr.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Lynn Miller
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 10:18:16 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Lynn Miller
214 TILDEN DR
East Syracuse, NY 13057

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:eriecanalpurchase@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of William George
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 10:26:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

William George
100 Harford Rd
Syracuse, NY 13208-1920

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:williamfostergeorge@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of sam@atistrail.org
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 19, 2024 10:34:15 PM

[You don't often get email from sam@atistrail.org. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Samuel Hoar
1400 Lowell Road
Concord, MA 01742

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:sam@atistrail.org
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of John DeHority
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 12:54:15 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

John DeHority
4 Chestnut Crescent
Rochester, NY 14624

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:jdehority54@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Pamela Lawr
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 1:22:17 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Pamela Lawr
218 Locksley Rd
Syracuse, NY 14224

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:Pammaxie@icloud.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Lorraine Brink
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 2:04:18 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Lorraine Brink
148-26 Laburnum Ave
Flushing, NY 11355

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:sinistra59@yahoo.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of natalee byers
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 4:08:16 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

natalee byers
256 champlain dr
plattsburgh, NY 12901

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:nataleeby33@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Anne Van Acker
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 5:24:18 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Anne Van Acker
8 Bingham St.
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:avanacker8@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of spankyshapiro@optonline.net
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 6:00:16 AM

[You don't often get email from spankyshapiro@optonline.net. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Denise Shapiro
24 Camp Drive
Selden, NY 11784

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:spankyshapiro@optonline.net
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Susan Sullivan
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 6:04:14 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Susan Sullivan
258 TRIM ST
KIRKWOOD, NY 13795

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:suzieatdc@yahoo.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Sean Iannucci
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 6:18:15 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Sean  Iannucci
281 Greeves Road
New Hampton, NY 10958-3927

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:Sean.iannucci@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Arakal Cassella
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 6:22:17 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Arakal  Cassella
3 cherry st
Glens Falls, NY 12801-3701

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:Murphy.cassella@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of hartcl@hotmail.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 6:40:14 AM

[You don't often get email from hartcl@hotmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Cynthia Hart
424 Vincent Corners Rd.
Truxton, NY 13158

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:hartcl@hotmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Tina Strubel
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 6:48:15 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Tina Strubel
24 Donegal Ave
Troy, NY 12180

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:tbstrubel@yahoo.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of J Robert Glas
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 7:02:16 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

J Robert Glas
893 Peck st
JEFFERSON, NY 12093

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:bobdee.glas@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Thomas Bebee
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 7:04:14 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Thomas Bebee
25 Partridge Rd
Elizabethtown, NY 12932

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:tb21925@protonmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Mindi Arcoleo
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 7:06:14 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Mindi Arcoleo
113 Steven Street
Kerhonson, NY 12446

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:mbarcoleo@yahoo.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of gimalfutz@hotmail.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 7:08:17 AM

[You don't often get email from gimalfutz@hotmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Anne Braney
4 Maybelle Ave
Auburn, MA 01501

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:gimalfutz@hotmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Colby Loiselle
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 7:30:14 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Colby Loiselle
35 joyous lane
Scotia, NY 12302

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:Colbyloiselle@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Richard DeFichy
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 7:40:15 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Richard  DeFichy
PO Box 153
Newcomb, NY 12852

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:Rdefichy@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Lee Davis
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 7:44:14 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Lee Davis
4 Lester Park Road
Greenfield Center, NY 12833-1400

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:smith2davis@yahoo.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Howard Samuelson
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 7:50:15 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Howard  Samuelson
33-34 Crescent Street
Astoria , NY 11106
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From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from ADK Powder Skiers
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 8:02:56 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Wed Nov 20 2024 08:02:46 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

Last Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Worth

Email [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email collection]: 

joshdworth@gmail.com

Comments [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: To who it may concern. As you consider the next phase of 

the State Land Master Plan I ask you to allow Ski touring trails on NYS 

Forest Preserve Lands in both Wilderness and Wild Forests. Winter 

sports are a large economic factor for people living in the Adirondacks. 

Skiing has historically played a large role in the economy of our region 

during the winter months. Maintaining the existing backcountry ski trails 

continues our states rich history in this outdoor pursuit. People from 

around the globe come to use classics backcountry ski trails like 

mailto:no-reply@crm.wix.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


Avalanche Pass or Whales Tail. Adding to the inventory of ski trails or 

backcountry skiing areas like these will bring more people to the region, 

bringing more money to the businesses and locals of the Adirondacks. 

It will also reduce impact by giving backcountry skiers more options and 

it will continue to build on the history and reputation the Adirondacks 

have as a ski destination. In addition, building and maintaining ski trails 

of proper widths will keep people safer, and reduce impact to sensitive 

wilderness areas, reducing impacts on the DEC Forest Rangers 

valuable resources of time and money. Thank your for adding this use 

into the master plan so future generations can enjoy skiing in the 

backcountry of the Adirondacks.

Created Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Wed Nov 20 2024 08:02:46 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

First Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Joshua

Phone Number [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: 5186371618

Form ID: comp-m30q4jk0

 

ADK Powder Skiers
Notification sent via Wix Automations

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu46509964.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.16O0hg1-2FLz1kpPxGHUZbqZk4mwOValW8Vcy4a06zNkzi2R6IviT1JPvvf4cfosPCgVAN_88hCRf29-2B-2B4o-2FzKRt7gWaQEuQh3u1G5HfG0HptNZ5EvnrNGxy0ocL0lnZPHScT7swD2lvxU-2B15jYClZq-2BOUKBsIWEmeTdoAePJKtMPzV1ba1YEzKYYK8C2BGDDQ85KvExxzE-2FFALkWMLSgbedYs4EfNzt7wt-2BMPqbv-2Fs47feKMmYBoVpesy8bJm32gElQ-2F3EzUHtiLixuKvJgNqqCHHmiBeYL6G6b4Q5VMAfuoVy-2BoYpkpALUhuA8fQQjxkkNO8gwm-2BM61HwdXwODUZSqJXKoMnj0j9zyDNk9GAqHLPRfdYPN03ziPQB3-2FS0FUy09lGEV8MoShmo2XsCm11zABBNV6FIgPtfuBFk6XzPg-2FaBKEa4BTcgTfrGvk5fCg9zBjZmJwGJUhE1kgxrhULK0cAreGVjlZs-2B3R1zx7EQ16Hvgl1h5vAq3ycO84hU-2BOU5BUXxCwc75M356HPqnbfh1Me9tL2ib-2FhDNkGgn-2BPEIuuhtbA-3D&data=05%7C02%7Cslmp_ump_comments%40apa.ny.gov%7Ca476f79aa41a453ebd8808dd0963a492%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638677045760422080%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6ap%2BzHNbu6Tes4DNJ3Z9oFEcQ30PE6g4uVbTlr7S95E%3D&reserved=0


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Jenee Osgood
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 8:08:17 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Jenee Osgood
428 Lower Main St Apt B
Hudson Falls, NY 12839

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Nicholas Eldred
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 8:12:14 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Nicholas Eldred
8651 Oswego Road, RT 57
BALDWINSVILLE, NY 13027

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Gary Vanderbles
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 8:16:15 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Gary Vanderbles
123 Adams Dr.
Binghamton, NY 13905

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of James Allen
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 8:28:14 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

James Allen
337 Luce Road
Williamstown, MA 01267

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Gail Weiser
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 8:38:15 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Gail Weiser
160 Shepard Street
Rochester, NY 14620

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of dan@danabramson.net
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 8:46:15 AM

[You don't often get email from dan@danabramson.net. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Dan Abramson
8 Snell Rd.
Lee, NH 03861
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Elise Britt-Gaeta
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 8:54:16 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Elise Britt-Gaeta
42 Waterbury Street
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
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From: Dana Loew
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 8:59:05 AM

You don't often get email from dana.loew.318158996@advocatesmessage.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –

mailto:tattooedana@mail.com
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Dana Loew 
700 Wachusett St
Leominster, MA 01453



From: M Kribs
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 9:04:42 AM

You don't often get email from m.kribs.699542645@grsdelivery.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –

mailto:mjkribs@yahoo.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
M Kribs 
25 Eggleston St
Corinth, NY 12822



From: Jackie Bowen
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 9:05:21 AM

You don't often get email from jackie.bowen.699551357@foradvocacy.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Jackie Bowen 
171 Elm St Apt 2
Lake Placid, NY 12946



From: Claire Oesterreich
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 9:12:16 AM

You don't often get email from claire.oesterreich.536245195@grassrootsmessages.com. Learn why this is
important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
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the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Claire Oesterreich 
1120 Esperance Rd
Esperance, NY 12066



From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Peter Corrigan
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 9:18:14 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Peter Corrigan
207 WOODWARD AVE
BUFFALO, NY 14214-2313
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mailto:hikepmc@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: Chris Hildebrand
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 9:19:58 AM

You don't often get email from chris.hildebrand.312286909@forgrassroots.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Chris Hildebrand 
333 Elmwood Ave Apt D348
Maplewood, NJ 07040



From: Charles Phelps
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 9:20:48 AM

You don't often get email from charles.phelps.139959752@forgrassroots.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Charles Phelps 
23 Montrose Dr
Delmar, NY 12054



From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Daniel King
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 9:22:17 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Daniel King
313 , Hollywood Ave
Rochester, NY 14618
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of beth@lakelandnursery.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 9:22:19 AM

[You don't often get email from beth@lakelandnursery.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Elisabeth Deimling
292 E Shore N
Grand Isle, VT 05458

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:beth@lakelandnursery.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Martin Seelye
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Project APSLMP2024; Adirondack Park Agency ; Megan Phillips
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 9:24:01 AM

You don't often get email from woodsmanms@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

From Martin Seelye
         25 Sunset Drive
         Queensbury, NY, 12804

Megan,
My Great Great uncle, Elwyn Seelye was the first custodian
of the Lake George Battleground Park.
Born in 1848 to a prominent Queensbury family, he could trace his
paternal
lineage back to service in the French
and Indian War and the Revolution. On
his mother’s side, an ancestor stood on
Lexington Green on April 19, 1775.

As a member of the Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance, the not-for-
profit "friends group" that supports and promotes the preservation of
one of America's most hallowed grounds. 
I write to request that the APA insert an amendment to the State Land
Use Master Plan to include the Lake George Battlefield Park and Lake
George Battleground Campground in the listing of State-owned
facilities classified as “Historic ” properties within the Adirondack
Park. I  believe that a Historic classification will help protect these
properties by minimizing topographical alterations and preserving their
scenic, natural, and open space attributes. The change in classification
would also facilitate the State’s enhanced stewardship of the property
to reflect a prioritization based on historic preservation rather than
recreation. The location is a National Register of Historic Places-listed
property referenced as the Lake George Battlefield Park Historic
District, and clearly meets eligibility requirements for the APA’s
Historic classification.
These sites were the locations of key events during the French & Indian
War and the American Revolution, are important elements of our
national heritage, and are deserving of the additional protections that
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the Historic designation will afford. 
Thank you,
Martin Seelye, Woodsmanms@gmail.com
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From: Tyler Frakes
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 9:24:08 AM

You don't often get email from tyler.frakes.699551375@sendgrassroots.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Tyler Frakes 
99 Lafayette St
Plattsburgh, NY 12901



From: William Gillen
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 9:24:36 AM

You don't often get email from william.gillen.708233214@foradvocacy.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
William Gillen 
305 W 28th St
New York, NY 10001



From: Lissa Runyon
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 9:25:13 AM

You don't often get email from lissa.runyon.775118821@sendgrassroots.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Lissa Runyon 
221 E 78th St Apt 6F
New York, NY 10075



From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Susan Peters
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 9:30:15 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Susan Peters
235 Bull Rock Road
Ticonderoga, NY 12883
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From: Carol Chappell
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 9:34:51 AM

You don't often get email from carol.chappell.234323661@sendgrassroots.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Carol Chappell 
81 Clove Valley Rd
High Falls, NY 12440



From: Richard Tidd
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 9:35:15 AM

You don't often get email from richard.tidd.454809767@forgrassroots.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Richard Tidd 
24 Palmer Rd
East Greenbush, NY 12061



From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Connor DuPree
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 9:36:14 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Connor DuPree
3916 E Genesee St
Syracuse, NY 13214
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Susan Ives
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 9:38:14 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Susan Ives
455 Strong Road
Tully, NY 13159
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Joanna Heal
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 9:38:15 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Joanna Heal
4 Hidden Springs Dr
Pittsford, NY 14534
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From: Fred Beltz
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 9:39:43 AM

You don't often get email from fred.beltz.456381373@advocatefor.me. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Fred Beltz 
80 Ellingwood Dr
Rochester, NY 14618



From: Kathy Schnur
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 9:42:12 AM

You don't often get email from kathy.schnur.691930976@grassrootsmessages.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Kathy Schnur 
216 Dale Ave
Mt Prospect, IL 60056



From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Stephen Toman
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 9:52:14 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Stephen Toman
66 Hyde St.
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866
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From: Rachael Pappano
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 9:56:21 AM

You don't often get email from rachael.pappano.218104194@advocatefor.me. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Rachael Pappano 
330 River Rd
Mattawamkeag, ME 04459



From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Cyndy Schlaepfer-Youker
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 10:00:15 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Cyndy Schlaepfer-Youker
6500 Pinewood Drive
Parker, CO 80134-6354
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From: Vince Burroughs
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 10:01:41 AM

You don't often get email from vince.burroughs.110922285@advocacymessages.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Vince Burroughs 
3500 Main St
Piffard, NY 14533



From: Jeanne Fletcher
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 10:06:06 AM

You don't often get email from jeanne.fletcher.218040582@advocacymessages.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Jeanne Fletcher 
2710 Wendover Terrace
Palm Harbor, FL 34685



From: Dini Schipper
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 10:10:11 AM

You don't often get email from dini.schipper.775122619@foradvocacy.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Dini Schipper 
The Hague
Knoxville, TN 37918



From: Sandra Materi
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 10:13:16 AM

You don't often get email from sandra.materi.699542483@p2a.co. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Sandra Materi 
1600 W Odell Ave
Casper, WY 82604



From: Matthew Watkins
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 10:27:36 AM

You don't often get email from matthew.watkins.699549918@grassrootsmessages.com. Learn why this is
important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
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the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Matthew Watkins 
10 Henry St
Mohawk, NY 13407



From: Margaret McGinnis
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 10:39:18 AM

You don't often get email from margaret.mcginnis.699544337@grsdelivery.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices. ATV's don't belong in Wilderness areas - period. What about those of us that want a
quiet, nature experience?

Regards, 
Margaret McGinnis 
7 Rockview Rd
Hull, MA 02045
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From: Karen Mintzer
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 10:41:30 AM

You don't often get email from karen.mintzer.775124923@advocatefor.me. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Karen Mintzer 
Brooklyn, NY 11215



From: James Coward
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 10:46:17 AM

You don't often get email from james.coward.699554165@foradvocacy.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
James Coward 
36 Cherry Tree Rd
Albany, NY 12211



From: Laurel Skarbinski
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 10:51:37 AM

You don't often get email from laurel.skarbinski.699546461@sendgrassroots.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Laurel Skarbinski 
553 Hawk Ridge Rd
Tupper Lake, NY 12986



From: John Sakala
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 10:57:38 AM

You don't often get email from john.sakala.533920864@forgrassroots.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
John Sakala 
119 Vermont St
Rochester, NY 14609



From: Alexa Maris
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 11:01:16 AM

You don't often get email from alexa.maris.775126200@advocatefor.me. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Alexa Maris 
1014 Curtis St
Albany, CA 94706



From: Michele Johnson
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 11:02:34 AM

You don't often get email from michele.johnson.254459272@foradvocacy.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Michele Johnson 
2764 Hedwig Dr
Yorktown Heights, NY 10598



From: Michael Skarbinski
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 11:03:44 AM

You don't often get email from michael.skarbinski.775126499@advocatesmessage.com. Learn why this is
important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
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the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Michael Skarbinski 
553 Hawk Ridge Rd
Tupper Lake, NY 12986



From: Francis Billings
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 11:04:36 AM

You don't often get email from francis.billings.457194640@sendgrassroots.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-a

Regards, 
Francis Billings 
11 St Regis Rd
NY 13655
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From: Ann Carmel
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 11:04:56 AM

You don't often get email from ann.carmel.153391864@yourconstituent.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Ann Carmel 
150 E 78th St Apt 9B
New York, NY 10075



From: Mike Williams
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 11:07:35 AM

You don't often get email from mike.williams.775126831@p2a.co. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Mike Williams 
Mamaroneck, NY 10543



From: Bruce Gendron
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 11:08:21 AM

You don't often get email from bruce.gendron.609226988@grsdelivery.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Bruce Gendron 
5 Mims Path
Poughkeepsie, NY 12603



From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Cyd Groff
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 11:22:14 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Cyd Groff
523 Taylor Hill Road
Granville, NY 12832
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From: David Venarde
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 11:25:31 AM

You don't often get email from david.venarde.112264969@p2a.co. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
David Venarde 
522 West End Ave
New York, NY 10024



From: Joel Shaw
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 11:27:00 AM

You don't often get email from joel.shaw.699548568@p2a.co. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Joel Shaw 
2621 Union St Apt 2H
Flushing, NY 11354



From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of David Oneal
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 11:28:15 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

David Oneal
829 Bama Breeze Dr
Daytona Beach, FL 32124
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From: M Freedman
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 11:32:51 AM

You don't often get email from m.freedman.218006751@forgrassroots.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
M Freedman 
Hatteras St
Los Angeles, CA 91356



From: Eizabeth Hutchins
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 11:39:59 AM

You don't often get email from eizabeth.hutchins.287648799@forgrassroots.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Eizabeth Hutchins 
175 Riverside Dr
New York, NY 10024



From: Gloria Shaw
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 11:49:14 AM

You don't often get email from gloria.shaw.500802915@grassrootsmessages.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Gloria Shaw 
112 Patricia Ln
Utica, NY 13501



From: Kenneth shaw
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 11:51:40 AM

You don't often get email from kenneth.shaw.775130944@forgrassroots.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Kenneth shaw 
112 Patricia Ln
Utica, NY 13501



From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Brian Ruder
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 11:54:15 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Brian Ruder
54  Mamaroneck Road
Scarsdale, NY 10583
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Irene Komor
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 11:58:15 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Irene Komor
14 Ogden Rd 9663
Ithaca, NY 14850
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From: Carolyn Schuyler
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 12:01:12 PM

You don't often get email from carolyn.schuyler.775131556@grassrootsmessages.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Carolyn Schuyler 
Glenleigh Rd
VA 22911



From: John Moore
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 12:10:46 PM

You don't often get email from john.moore.304561227@forgrassroots.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
John Moore 
187 Stevenson Rd
Westport, NY 12993



From: Michael Brandes
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 12:24:05 PM

You don't often get email from michael.brandes.246470610@foradvocacy.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-a

Regards, 
Michael Brandes 
501 Surf Ave
NY 11224
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From: A.L. Steiner
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 12:29:01 PM

You don't often get email from al.steiner.147352224@grsdelivery.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its waters, pristine wilderness,
biodiversity and vital role in combating climate change. However, the proposed changes to the
State Land Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems
healthy and resilient. This is unacceptable.

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection MUST REMAIN fully paramount.

Regards, 
A.L. Steiner 
1299 Cornwallville Rd
Cornwallville, NY 12418



From: Rachel Berks
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 12:30:15 PM

You don't often get email from rachel.berks.217942348@advocatesmessage.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Rachel Berks 
212 33rd St
NY 11232



From: KEITH SNYDER
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 12:37:44 PM

You don't often get email from keith.snyder.699546948@p2a.co. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
KEITH SNYDER 
1990 E Hermosa Ave
Bartow, FL 33830



From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Timothy Hennekey
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 12:40:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Timothy Hennekey
20 Bluhm Road
Fairport, NY 14450
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From: Michele Dellinger
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 12:50:31 PM

You don't often get email from michele.dellinger.775135697@forgrassroots.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Michele Dellinger 
245 W 107th St Apt 11D
New York, NY 10025



From: Jennifer Moskowitz
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 1:10:22 PM

You don't often get email from jennifer.moskowitz.267071179@advocatesmessage.com. Learn why this is
important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-a

Regards, 
Jennifer Moskowitz 
30 Morgan's Run
Schuylerville, NY 12871
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From: Martha MacGregor
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 1:12:53 PM

You don't often get email from martha.macgregor.775137686@advocatesmessage.com. Learn why this is
important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
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the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Martha MacGregor 
228 Caroline St
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866



From: Brittany Gravely
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 1:21:48 PM

You don't often get email from brittany.gravely.775138469@p2a.co. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

I am writing you out of concern for the Adirondack Park, a national treasure, renowned for its
pristine wilderness, biodiversity, and vital role in combating climate change. Unfortunately,
proposed changes to the State Land Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep
the Park’s ecosystems healthy and resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Brittany Gravely 
98 Sheridan St
Boston, MA 02130



From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: terenceb585@gmail.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 1:33:23 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, terence wilson, terenceb585@gmail.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: terence wilson
 Email from: terenceb585@gmail.com
 Address: 9524 Ace Rd. Ext Hemlock NY 14466
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 Why does Vermont have backcountry glades?
We have more BC skiers here than Vermont has.
Our skiers are forced to ski the BC out of state.
We should have a ton of BC ski trails and Glades throughout the state.
Not just the ADK’s.
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Ben Clouser
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 1:38:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Ben Clouser
9 Munro Ct Unit 1
Troy, NY 12180
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From: Peter Bray
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 1:38:25 PM

You don't often get email from peter.bray.683414950@yourconstituent.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Peter Bray 
237 Garfield Pl
Brooklyn, NY 11215



From: Dave Rew
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Project APSLMP2024; Adirondack Park Agency ; Megan Phillips.
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 1:48:05 PM

You don't often get email from dharryrew@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

November 16, 2024

Ms. Megan Phillips

Adirondack Park Agency

PO Box 99

Ray Brook, New York 12977

Dear Ms. Phillips:

I am a member of the Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance, the not-for-profit "friends
group" that supports and promotes the preservation of one of America's most hallowed
grounds.

I write to request that the APA insert an amendment to the State Land Use Master Plan to
include the Lake George Battlefield Park and Lake George Battleground Campground in
the listing of State-owned facilities classified as “Historic ” properties within the
Adirondack Park. I believe that a Historic classification will help protect these properties
by minimizing topographical alterations and preserving their scenic, natural, and open
space attributes. The change in classification would also facilitate the State’s enhanced
stewardship of the property to reflect a prioritization based on historic preservation
rather than recreation. The location is a National Register of Historic Places-listed
property referenced as the Lake George Battlefield Park Historic District, and clearly
meets eligibility requirements for the APA’s Historic classification.

These sites were the locations of key events during the French & Indian War and the
American Revolution, are important elements of our national heritage, and are deserving
of the additional protections that the Historic designation will afford.

My mother owns a cottage on Lake George and it has long been a special area for my
entire extended family.
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Sincerely,

David Rew

586-419-6740 mobile

43731 Salt Creek Drive

Clinton Township, MI 48038



From: Sheila Lott
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 1:49:31 PM

You don't often get email from sheila.lott.699557441@advocatefor.me. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Sheila Lott 
1190 Old State Rte 34
Jonesborough, TN 37659



From: Paris Martin
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 1:57:38 PM

You don't often get email from paris.martin.625254826@advocatesmessage.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Paris Martin 
3338 US-209
Stone Ridge, NY 12484



From: Robert Bardin
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 1:59:21 PM

You don't often get email from robert.bardin.625208214@yourconstituent.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Robert Bardin 
415 Central Park W
New York, NY 10025



From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Susan Storch
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 2:02:41 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Susan Storch
155 Church Pond
Saranac Lake, NY 12983
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Jgraefe@earthlink.net
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 2:02:41 PM

[You don't often get email from jgraefe@earthlink.net. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

John Graefe
7 Crocketts Way
Strathaam, NH 03885

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
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From: Diana Praus
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 2:05:52 PM

You don't often get email from diana.praus.699543392@yourconstituent.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –

mailto:vook757@aol.com
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Diana Praus 
126 Menand Rd
Menands, NY 12204



From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Edward Stork
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 2:06:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Edward Stork
5159 Crown Ave.
La Canada, CA 91011

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Diana Praus
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 2:12:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Diana Praus
126 Menand Rd
Menands, NY 12204

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of brendan_hickey@hotmail.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 2:12:15 PM

[You don't often get email from brendan_hickey@hotmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Brendan Hickey
202 Williamsburg Rd
Ardmore, PA 19003
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From: Sarah Horowitz
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 2:26:17 PM

You don't often get email from sarah.horowitz.775143689@foradvocacy.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –

mailto:shorowitz522@gmail.com
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Sarah Horowitz 
522 West End Ave
New York, NY 10024



From: S. Nam
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 2:34:07 PM

You don't often get email from s.nam.230096415@grsdelivery.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
S. Nam 
165 Bennett Ave Apt 4L
New York, NY 10040



From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Andrea Viazanko
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 3:04:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Andrea Viazanko
527 South 3rd Street
LEMOYNE, PA 17043

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Jason Gibson
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 3:04:18 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Jason Gibson
2 West St
Voorheesville, NY 12186
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From: lawrence rosman
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 3:11:05 PM

You don't often get email from lawrence.rosman.288992570@advocatesmessage.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
lawrence rosman 
64 Cross Ridge Rd
Chappaqua, NY 10514



From: Elizabeth Cuccaro
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 3:22:53 PM

You don't often get email from elizabeth.cuccaro.481019331@sendgrassroots.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Elizabeth Cuccaro 
52 Point Rd
Woodgate, NY 13494



From: Fred Koster
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 3:31:29 PM

You don't often get email from fred.koster.699543464@forgrassroots.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –

mailto:fjkoster@aol.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Fred Koster 
200 E 81st St
New York, NY 10028



From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Marilyn Maney
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 3:38:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Marilyn Maney
18 Orchard St
Midland Pk, NJ 07432
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Amanda Dudley
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 3:56:16 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Amanda Dudley
34570 State Route 12E
Cape Vincent, NY 13618-2126
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Lisa Zimmerman
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 4:20:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Lisa Zimmerman
80 Rice Road
Nassau, NY 12123
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Scott Chase
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 4:56:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Scott Chase
560 Carpenter Hill Rd
Pine Plains, NY 12567-4840
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From: d gryk
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 4:56:56 PM

You don't often get email from d.gryk.311677348@grassrootsmessages.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –

mailto:dagryk57@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
d gryk 
85 Marjorie Ln
Manchester, CT 06042



From: Jay Higle
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: John DiNuzzo
Subject: "Project APSLMP2024; Adirondack Park Agency ; Megan Phillips
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 5:04:57 PM

You don't often get email from jayhigle@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

I am a member of the Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance, the not-for-profit "friends
group" that supports and promotes the preservation of one of America's most hallowed
grounds.

I request the APA amend the State Land Use Master Plan to include the Lake George
Battlefield Park and Lake George Battleground Campground in the listing of State-owned
facilities classified as “Historic ” properties within the Adirondack Park.

These historic properties are a critical place in the evolution of Americans' sense of
being a separate people and becoming an independent nation.  The things that
happened on these grounds from 1755 to 1759 are as much a part of our belief that we
are a nation as are the location of the Albany Plan of Union, the Declaration of
Independence, and the Battles of Saratoga.  Failure to give these hallowed grounds the
protection of designation as a 'historic' properties would be a great disservice to the
people of New York State.  Inclusion in the Historic classification will protect these
properties by minimizing topographical alterations and preserving their scenic, natural,
and open space attributes.

The change in classification would also facilitate the State’s enhanced stewardship of
the property to reflect a prioritization based on historic preservation rather than
recreation. The location is a National Register of Historic Places-listed property
referenced as the Lake George Battlefield Park Historic District, and clearly meets
eligibility requirements for the APA’s Historic classification.

These sites were the locations of key events during the French & Indian War and the
American Revolution, are important elements of our national heritage, and are deserving
of the additional protections that the Historic designation will afford.

I remember when I was seeking input for the State Transportation Master Plan in the
1990s. Professionals like Ivan Vamous, author of the SCORP, and Mike Lynch, Director
of Historic Preservation, encouraged us to write a plan that preserved topography like
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Riflemen's Ridge from Sullivan's Campaign in 1778: at the time this was under
consideration as the site for a park and ride lot located along NYS Route 17.  The lot was
relocated to the opposite side of Route 17, preserving the Revolutionary War earthworks.
If the Department of Transportation can relocate a project to preserve a historic site,
then surly the APA can do no less for the Battle of Lake George Battleground and
Campsite.  Not to do so would significantly disappoint citizens who support preservation
of historic topography, and indeed of the APA itself.



From: Claudia Joseph
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 5:19:12 PM

You don't often get email from claudia.joseph.699550132@advocatefor.me. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The proposed changes to Adirondack Park will undermine the State Land Master Plan; the
very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and resilient. 

1. The Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of
ADA definitions since it does not implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of
Environmental Conservation should develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly
outlines the DEC’s review and approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-
driven mobility devices. This policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not
appropriate, including Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be
appropriate. A state-wide policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental
concerns for these devices. Imprecise wording leaves too much wiggle room for potential
abuse.

2. The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management of the Adirondack Forest
Preserve and is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected lands. Through the
proposed amendments, the APA would be relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be allowed.

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should support the
health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP – natural
resource protection must be our priority. 
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Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Claudia Joseph 
60 Tillson Rd
Tillson, NY 12486



From: Myles Jones
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 5:24:19 PM

You don't often get email from myles.jones.316422615@foradvocacy.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Myles Jones 
109 Ashley Dr
Palatka, FL 32177



From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Tim Williammee
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 5:28:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Tim Williammee
24 EDGEWOOD CT
Columbiana, OH 44408
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From: Susan Spencer
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 5:30:05 PM

You don't often get email from susan.spencer.623401879@foradvocacy.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Susan Spencer 
153 N Gardiner Rd
Little Falls, NY 13365



From: Jery Huntley
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 5:42:35 PM

You don't often get email from jery.huntley.595950502@sendgrassroots.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Jery Huntley 
41 Thorne Wy
Keene Valley, NY 12943



From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Eliot Levine
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 5:48:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Eliot Levine
5 Cider Mill Road
Haydenville, MA 01039
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Mikeg37@homtail.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 5:48:15 PM

[You don't often get email from mikeg37@homtail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Michael  Gleason
29 wheatfield way
Mechanicville , NY 12118
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Richard Pine
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 6:08:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Richard Pine
15 Fuller Dr
Corinth, NY 12822
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From: Ted Neumann
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 6:12:36 PM

You don't often get email from ted.neumann.246454230@p2a.co. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Ted Neumann 
114 Lark St
Altamont, NY 12009



From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: elikrmer@gmail.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 6:25:11 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Eli Kramer, elikrmer@gmail.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Eli Kramer
 Email from: elikrmer@gmail.com
 Address: Ossining NY
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 I am writing to encourage the state to adopt language in the new Master Plan to adopt a broader definition of "cross-
country" ski trails and remove the restriction that they be "the same dimensions and character as a foot trail." This
language does not match the reality that skiing in steep terrain requires more room than walking. It both limits
access to only the most elite skiers and creates dangerous situations for anyone who doesn't know that many "ski
trails" in the Adirondacks are not actually wide enough to ski down. The state should engage with local stakeholders
and come up with guidance that provides more opportunities to safely recreate while also honoring the commitments
of Forever Wild.
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From: Melissa Elstein
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 6:30:17 PM

You don't often get email from melissa.elstein.775168079@advocatesmessage.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Melissa Elstein 
New York, NY 10024



From: Maureen Hann
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 6:43:50 PM

You don't often get email from maureen.hann.688213552@advocacymessages.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Maureen Hann 
61 Days Park
Buffalo, NY 14201



From: Barbara Skarbinski
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 6:55:57 PM

You don't often get email from barbara.skarbinski.364547786@grsdelivery.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Barbara Skarbinski 
142 Mill Pond Rd
Lake Clear, NY 12945



From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Christy Yanco
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 7:04:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Christy Yanco
41 Tamarack Ave
Lake Placid, NY 12946
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From: JoAnn Johnston
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 7:10:58 PM

You don't often get email from joann.johnston.723966043@grassrootsmessages.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
JoAnn Johnston 
144 Bryant St
Buffalo, NY 14222



From: Monique Rothman
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 7:29:13 PM

You don't often get email from monique.rothman.112290384@advocacymessages.com. Learn why this is
important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
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the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Monique Rothman 
219 Tompkins Ave
Hastings-on-hudson, NY 10706



From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of John Montgomery
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 7:36:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

John Montgomery
35 South Broadway F1
Irvington, NY 10533

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
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mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Meghan Bargabos
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 7:38:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Meghan Bargabos
27 Seneca Ave
Saranac Lake, NY 12983

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Rebekah Dedrick
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 7:42:16 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Rebekah Dedrick
1502 Bulls Head Rd
Clinton Corners , NY 12514

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:Rebekah.dedrick@gmail.com
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Russell Faller
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 7:56:16 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Russell Faller
2619 South Av.
Wappingers Falls, NY 12590

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Russell Faller
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 7:56:24 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Russell Faller
2619 South Av.
Wappingers Falls, NY 12590

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:russoutdoors@yahoo.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: centurionbob@gmail.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 7:56:28 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Bob Olden, centurionbob@gmail.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Bob Olden
 Email from: centurionbob@gmail.com
 Address: 26 Fourth Ave Warrensburg NY 12885
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 Maintaining trails in the Adirondacks, by volunteers, to promote and enhance healthy growth is a win-win for
everyone. Creating current guidelines is necessary to achieve that. Misguidance could lead to misinterpretation. I
support perseverance through a partnership of governing agencies and volunteers. Backcountry recreation has a
positive impact when we work together.

mailto:noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
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From: Logan Hall
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 8:22:17 PM

You don't often get email from logan.hall.775176421@grsdelivery.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –

mailto:logan.james.hall@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Logan Hall 
60 Park Terrace W
New York, NY 10034



From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: christine6269@icloud.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 8:29:43 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Christine Remington, christine6269@icloud.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Christine Remington
 Email from: christine6269@icloud.com
 Address: Brant Lake NY 12815
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 I believe that we should follow the American Disabilty Act!  There is no reason in this day and age that people with
mobility issues are not thought of more by NY state!!  Areas such as camp Santanoni  that could easily accessible
without any destruction to wildlife - should be accessible to all!!! There is no reason why people with a disability
can’t ride a golf cart in to the Great Camp!  Work vehicles drive in there every day!!!
I feel that this is discrimination at the highest level and something really needs to be done!!!
Thank you for (hopefully) your consideration!

mailto:noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
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From: Valerie Richmond
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 8:37:02 PM

You don't often get email from valerie.richmond.775177510@advocatefor.me. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –

mailto:valerierichmonond@gmail.com
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Valerie Richmond 
6 Pheasant Ln
Hillsdale, NY 12529



From: Mark Wahl
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 8:39:32 PM

You don't often get email from mark.wahl.234148738@foradvocacy.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –

mailto:mwahl411@gmail.com
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Mark Wahl 
315 Waterside Rd
Northport, NY 11768



From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Kristyn Gibson
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 8:42:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Kristyn Gibson
2 West St
Voorheesville, NY 12186-9315
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Rita Leo
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 8:44:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Rita Leo
209 Scofield Road
Honeoye Falls, NY 14472

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
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From: Naomi Lehman
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 8:51:17 PM

You don't often get email from naomi.lehman.675472333@sendgrassroots.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –

mailto:omileh@yahoo.com
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Naomi Lehman 
3960 54th St Apt 9G
Woodside, NY 11377



From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Brittany Peck
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 8:58:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Brittany Peck
9 N Main St
Prattsburgh, NY 14873

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of ARLENE DE SIENA
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 9:08:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

ARLENE DE SIENA
14 Rivers Run Dr.
Schenectady, NY 12309
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Patricia Bartle
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 9:30:16 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Patricia Bartle
16 ketch rd
Grand isle, VT 05458

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
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From: David Liebers
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 9:38:25 PM

You don't often get email from david.liebers.500228102@sendgrassroots.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
David Liebers 
1070 Lamplighter Rd
NY 12309



From: David Bielefield
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 9:42:17 PM

You don't often get email from david.bielefield.276538748@advocatefor.me. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –

mailto:dwblakeclear@verizon.net
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
David Bielefield 
6831 NY-30
Saranac Lake, NY 12983



From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Maggie Fischer
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 9:44:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Maggie Fischer
17-26 Himrod Street, Apartment 1R
Ridgewood, NY 11385
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From: Veronika Soul
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 10:03:14 PM

You don't often get email from veronika.soul.145265052@yourconstituent.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 

In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. Once you start
bending the rules, they will soon become broken. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

State Park Land has thrived without off-road vehicles so it saddens me that this land would
quickly become polluted, degraded and invaded by an ever-growing number of off-road
vehicles. Motorized vehicles will only bring harm by damaging the land, disturbing
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wildlife/insects/migrating birds and polluting the air. The trees will not like it at all.

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Veronika Soul 
6545 Broadway
Bronx, NY 10471



From: Rachel Youens
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 10:26:38 PM

You don't often get email from rachel.youens.699544599@grassrootsmessages.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Rachel Youens 
657 E 26th St
NY 11210



From: Suzanne Kalbach
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 10:28:12 PM

You don't often get email from suzanne.kalbach.301722825@p2a.co. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Suzanne Kalbach 
269 W Walnut Ln
Philadelphia, PA 19144



From: Peter McKnight
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 10:35:02 PM

You don't often get email from peter.mcknight.699544418@p2a.co. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Peter McKnight 
91 Pleasant Ridge Dr
West Hurley, NY 12491



From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Brad Goldhammer
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 10:50:16 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Brad Goldhammer
9 Marshall Dr
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
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From: Anita Wortman
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 20, 2024 11:58:45 PM

You don't often get email from anita.wortman.116888819@grassrootsmessages.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Anita Wortman 
151 W 16th St Apt 4C
New York, NY 10011



From: Michael Havas
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 12:01:34 AM

You don't often get email from michael.havas.157013553@foradvocacy.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –

mailto:havas22@verizon.net
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Michael Havas 
7542 Maidenhead Dr
Hanover, MD 21076



From: Ethan Winter
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 1:10:24 AM

You don't often get email from ethan.winter.205593123@forgrassroots.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

As an Adirondack region resident and community investor, I know how important the APA is
to long term sustainability of the Adirondack Park. The Adirondacks is a national treasure,
renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity, and vital role in combating climate change.
However, proposed changes to the State Land Master Plan risk weakening the very protections
that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
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the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Ethan Winter 
148 East Ave
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866



From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Cory West
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 1:30:16 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Cory West
119 Welch Ave
Berthoud, CO 80513
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From: Barbara Franklin
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 6:18:42 AM

You don't often get email from barbara.franklin.400974240@yourconstituent.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

Why is the APA selling out to development? You are personally responsible for destroying -
you’ve made horrible decisions on Upper Saranac Lake and should be ashamed of yourselves -
you are sellouts! The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine
wilderness, biodiversity, and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed
changes to the State Land Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the
Park’s ecosystems healthy and resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
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complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Barbara Franklin 
226 Moss Rock Rd
Saranac Lake, NY 12983



From: Barbara Merle-Smith
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 6:25:15 AM

You don't often get email from barbara.merlesmith.451766128@yourconstituent.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Barbara Merle-Smith 
7 Riverwoods Dr Apt F202
Exeter, NH 03833



From: Rebecca Sutter
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 6:39:39 AM

You don't often get email from rebecca.sutter.775208290@advocacymessages.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Rebecca Sutter 
46 Almweg St
Jay, NY 12941



From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Margaret Gorman
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 6:46:15 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Margaret Gorman
267 Carlton Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11205
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: falk9325@hotmail.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 6:52:34 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Joshua Falkenmeyer, falk9325@hotmail.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Joshua Falkenmeyer
 Email from: falk9325@hotmail.com
 Address: 439 NY-186 Saranac Lake NY 13478
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 Give us more! We want to Ski the Adirondacks. Let us Ski!!!  We need wider trails.
It is totally sustainable!!
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of James CARROLL
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 7:02:15 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

James CARROLL
668 Vassar rd
Poughkeepsie, NY 12603
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From: Barbara Lindsey
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 7:03:39 AM

You don't often get email from barbara.lindsey.218178823@foradvocacy.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Barbara Lindsey 
545 Nix Rd
Pensacola, FL 32506



From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Caitlin Nitti
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 8:10:14 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Caitlin Nitti
19 HERALD DR
QUEENSBURY, NY 12804-9187
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: carlsons@rochester.rr.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 8:12:52 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Kevin G Carlson, carlsons@rochester.rr.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Kevin G Carlson
 Email from: carlsons@rochester.rr.com
 Address: 2110 Sayre Road 2110 Sayre Road ny 14591
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 Proper land management is vital for such a vast park. Proper trails through the park for recreational purposes I feel
is key to the economic sustainability of the region. Forever wild does not help the taxpayers whose money you spent
acquiring the land. Nor does it help the residents. The trail system should include all modes from snowmobiles to
horses. There are ways to enjoy nature and not harm it. Lets keep common sense and the taxpayers (those who
haven't left the state yet) in the master plan. Connect town and villages.

mailto:noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of richard nagel
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 8:16:15 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

richard nagel
50 Briggs ave
Fairport, NY 14450

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Jennifer Jackson
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 8:26:14 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Jennifer Jackson
 324 Homewilde Ln
Northfield, VT 05663

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: ghostyates@gmail.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 8:30:38 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Bob Yates , ghostyates@gmail.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Bob Yates
 Email from: ghostyates@gmail.com
 Address:
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 Time to make Backcountry skiing part of the nomenclature.

Trails need to be wider.

The first trail up Marcy was a SKI trail.

Make adk bc skiing safer, more realistic and more enjoyable.
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: jblundy@icloud.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 9:02:41 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Jarrod Blundy, jblundy@icloud.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Jarrod Blundy
 Email from: jblundy@icloud.com
 Address: 95 Branch Farm Rd Saranac Lake NY 12983
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 I agree with the Adirondack Explorer on redefining backcountry ski trails to allow them to be wider and therefore safer. https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.adirondackexplorer.org%2Fopinion%2Fcomment-on-the-adirondack-park-state-lands-plan-time-to-revisit-backcountry-skiing-
trails&data=05%7C02%7CSLMP_UMP_Comments%40apa.ny.gov%7C56d1b9e19dd947adadb408dd0a352813%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638677945606010466%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9DfXVwWFWVD7kAyTV8uDOcuScyNvkdhHFuG0dOatx%2Fo%3D&reserved=0
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From: Allison Zivin
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 9:27:53 AM

You don't often get email from allison.zivin.775279355@grassrootsmessages.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Allison Zivin 
54 Riverside Dr
New York, NY 10024



From: Matthew Hager
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on Vehicle Use changes in the SLMP
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 9:30:25 AM

You don't often get email from zofon1980@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Hello,

I'm against any increased use of motor or mechanized vehicles of any kind within the
Adirondack's (or Catskill park) wilderness areas and any adjustments of the Adirondack Park
Master Plan to allow such vehicles. As these are state wilderness areas, they aren't covered by
the federal Wilderness Act, but I believe the current definition of wilderness within New York
is against any access to these vehicles to designated trails within wilderness areas. We have
over a million acres designated as Wild Forest and Intensive Use that already allow some
motor/mechanized vehicle access in them. Do not change the definition or restrictions of
Wilderness areas on state land within New York. 

This could be a violation of Article XIV of the New York State constitution and I would
expect environmental organizations inside and outside of the park to challenge any change
such as this immediately. I feel the Adirondack Park Agency should not be carelessly
wandering into litigation like this.

Thanks,

Matt Hager
Schroon Lake, NY
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of kxs02894@hotmail.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 9:38:15 AM

[You don't often get email from kxs02894@hotmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Karen Stone
508 Rockingham Street
Rochester, NY 14620

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:kxs02894@hotmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: jacob.sloan43@gmail.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 9:48:00 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Jacob Sloan, jacob.sloan43@gmail.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Jacob Sloan
 Email from: jacob.sloan43@gmail.com
 Address: 55 Lehland Drive Queensbury NY 12804
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 Please modify the regulations regarding trail widths for cross country/backcountry skiing to allow for wider trails
that are suitable for skiing in the woods.
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From: Karli Miller
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 9:52:45 AM

You don't often get email from karli.miller.675413617@advocatefor.me. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –

mailto:karli.miller@ymail.com
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Karli Miller 
53 Palmer St
Au Sable Forks, NY 12912



From: Judith Embry
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 9:55:45 AM

You don't often get email from judith.embry.699541079@foradvocacy.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Judith Embry 
51 Blackstone Rd
Florida, MA 01247



From: Addison Wolanin
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 9:59:19 AM

You don't often get email from addison.wolanin.110811305@sendgrassroots.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Addison Wolanin 
6715 Dix Rd
Rome, NY 13440



From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Sidney Harring
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 10:50:20 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Sidney Harring
210 warner hill road
mayfield, NY 12117
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From: Christine Harris
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 11:08:30 AM

You don't often get email from christine.harris.135420087@foradvocacy.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure because of its pristine wilderness areas, rich
biodiversity, and major role in fighting climate change. But, proposed changes to the State
Land Master Plan would risk weakening the critical protections that keep the Park both
healthy and resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy outlining the DEC review and approval process
for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This policy should
acknowledge the specific places in which these devices are appropriate, or not, including
Wilderness areas. 

For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide, holistic policy is
needed to address the access, transparency, and environmental concerns related to these
machines -- not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of APA Oversight: The APA's mission is to ensure that DEC’s management of
the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. But, through the proposed amendments, the APA would forfeit its ability to hold DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
Thus, APA should request new compliance dates by which DEC should meet, and hold them
accountable. 

In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
must be motor-free -- except for extenuating circumstances like search and rescue operations.
The APA should not allow this change, because "minor" changes like this, where other non-
motorized methods are a viable option for Wilderness management, will begin to erode
Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50-plus years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone only
four major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document are not
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frequent. Thus, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant today, but should
also consider future challenges to the Forest Preserve. Changes should not weaken the health
of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP – natural resource
protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for reviewing this letter.

Regards, 
Christine Harris 
7 Straight Brk Ln
North Creek, NY 12853



From: Jessica Kelley
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 11:12:26 AM

You don't often get email from jessica.kelley.144149610@grsdelivery.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Jessica Kelley 
7313 US-9
Elizabethtown, NY 12932



From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Jim Mosher
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 11:38:15 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Jim Mosher
326 Potash Road
Lake Luzerne, NY 12846
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From: Susan Post
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 11:48:03 AM

You don't often get email from susan.post.775297526@advocacymessages.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Susan Post 
7 Harmony St
Salem, MA 01970



From: ROBERT Mandel
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 11:54:39 AM

You don't often get email from robert.mandel.699547857@yourconstituent.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
ROBERT Mandel 
8138 Crimson Cir
Clay, NY 13041



From: Alexandria Gross
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 12:39:58 PM

You don't often get email from alexandria.gross.707985635@sendgrassroots.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Alexandria Gross 
893 Driggs Ave
NY 11211



From: John maris
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 1:01:27 PM

You don't often get email from john.maris.775302943@advocatesmessage.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
John maris 
1014 Curtis St
Albany, CA 94706



From: Arlene Canonico
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 1:03:49 PM

You don't often get email from arlene.canonico.654944549@sendgrassroots.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Arlene Canonico 
30 Cherry Ln
Saugerties, NY 12477



From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Peter Ewing
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 1:06:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Peter Ewing
2764 Pleasant Ave
Lake View, NY 14085
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: betsyehrlich@gmail.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 2:22:10 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Betsy Ehrlich, betsyehrlich@gmail.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Betsy Ehrlich
 Email from: betsyehrlich@gmail.com
 Address: 8299 Boonville Road Boonville NY 13409
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 I am a frequent visitor to Adirondack wilderness and wild forest areas. I am very concerned that the proposed
changes do not provide adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including
wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred tool for determining the amount and
types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes ecological, physical, and social components,
measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects is fundamentally incomplete. I also greatly
appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to climate change
vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely

Betsy
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From: Joseph Poliquin
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: "Project APSLMP2024; Adirondack Park Agency ; Megan Phillips"
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 2:22:39 PM

You don't often get email from jepoliquin@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

This is in SUPPORT to the revision of #48 Wildlife Management Structure in the APSLMP. Common Loon
nesting success is highly affected the water level fluctuations due to the increased climate change rain
events in recent years. As a Research Assistant for the Adirondack Center for Loon Conservation, I've
witnessed many nests, built at shoreline, flooded and lost due to a quick and brief water level rise from an
intense rain. Loons will readily nest on manmade floating rafts that are immune to flooding. Using nest
rafts increases breeding success. 

Allowing loon nest rafts to be placed along State-owned line will greatly increase the number of locations
where these rafts can be deployed. This will result in a larger number of nests that successfully hatch
chicks. I support the change for allowing wildlife management structures for "species of special concern",
i.e. loons. 

Thank You,

Joseph Poliquin 
274 Lake Street
Saranac Lake, NY 12983  
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of paideman@soundingstone.net
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 2:32:16 PM

[You don't often get email from paideman@soundingstone.net. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Peter Richards
55 Indian Ledge Rd
Voorheesville, NY 12186-4304
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Walter Scally
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 3:12:16 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Walter Scally
51 Pioneer Boulevard
Huntington Station, NY 11746-4423
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of mtw20@hotmail.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 3:24:14 PM

[You don't often get email from mtw20@hotmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Matt Watkins
10 Henry Street
Mohawk, NY 13407
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From: Carol Bullard
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 3:43:37 PM

You don't often get email from carol.bullard.311671605@sendgrassroots.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Carol Bullard 
4 Macaffer Dr
Menands, NY 12204



From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: dave.aabo@gmail.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 3:57:40 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Dave Aabo, dave.aabo@gmail.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Dave Aabo
 Email from: dave.aabo@gmail.com
 Address:
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 Rename the type of trail being defined. “Cross-country” is an inapt term that doesn’t encompass the variety of
skiing in the backcountry. “Backcountry skiing” would be better.
Get rid of the language restricting ski trails to the dimensions and character of a foot trail.
The APA and DEC should come up with a policy governing the parameters of ski trails, including their width. These
regulations would exist outside the master plan.
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Don Yannuzzi
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 4:24:16 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Don Yannuzzi
5 Oak St
Middleboro, MA 02346
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: dan@olympictree.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 5:05:33 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Dan Groves, dan@olympictree.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Dan Groves
 Email from: dan@olympictree.com
 Address: 12977
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 Regarding the 40 scenic vista areas:
Many of these vistas are overgrown and do not provide the aesthetic views that they once did. One could argue that
maintaining and improving these vistas is another way for people to enjoy the park, especially those who may be
disadvantaged with mobility issues. While the state may own the actual parking areas and pull offs, I imagine that
some of the trees in the view shed are privately owned. I suggest that the state maintain and improve the views from
these scenic vista areas by 1.) performing an inventory of which vistas need view cutting performed 2.) if the trees
are on state owned land, a scope of work be developed and the view cutting be put out to bid (priority given to local
qualified contractors of course!) 3.)if the trees are on privately owned land, the state consider working with private
owners to offer a tax break for them to allow maintenance of the view shed.
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of bill chabot
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 5:10:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

bill chabot
294 sawyer hill rd
Orange, NH 03741
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Denise Carlson
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 5:34:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Denise Carlson
92 River Rd
Jay, NY 12941-2541
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From: Rodney Martinez
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 5:48:45 PM

You don't often get email from rodney.martinez.137200872@advocacymessages.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Rodney Martinez 
83 Nelson St
Auburn, NY 13021



From: Alane Vogel
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 5:53:41 PM

You don't often get email from alane.vogel.222658104@grassrootsmessages.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Alane Vogel 
290 W Hague Rd
Hague, NY 12836



From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Robert Newkirk
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 6:16:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Robert Newkirk
9240 Old Scaggsville Road
Laurel, MD 20723-1730
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of michfish@roadrunner.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 6:26:14 PM

[You don't often get email from michfish@roadrunner.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Michele Fisher
25 Harper Road
Amherst, NY 14226
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Steven Goldstein
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 6:26:19 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Steven Goldstein
184 W. Nicholai St.
Hicksville, NY 11801
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From: Peter Wuerdeman
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: APA amendment to State Land Use Master Plan
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 6:37:17 PM

You don't often get email from stowe920@roadrunner.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

I am a member of the Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance, the not-for-profit "friends
group" that supports and promotes the preservation of one of America's most hallowed
grounds. 

I write to request that the APA insert an amendment to the State Land Use Master Plan
to include the Lake George Battlefield Park and Lake George Battleground
Campground in the listing of State-owned facilities classified as “Historic ” properties
within the Adirondack Park. I  believe that a Historic classification will help protect
these properties by minimizing topographical alterations and preserving their scenic,
natural, and open space attributes. The change in classification would also facilitate the
State’s enhanced stewardship of the property to reflect a prioritization based on historic
preservation rather than recreation. The location is a National Register of Historic
Places-listed property referenced as the Lake George Battlefield Park Historic District,
and clearly meets eligibility requirements for the APA’s Historic classification.

These sites were the locations of key events during the French & Indian War and the
American Revolution, are important elements of our national heritage, and are
deserving of the additional protections that the Historic designation will afford. 

Thank You,

Peter Wuerdeman 
29 Garrison Road
Queensbury,NY 12804
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From: Nancy Giard
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: APA amendment to State Land Use Master Plan
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 6:42:29 PM

You don't often get email from nlgbeck@aol.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

I am a member of the Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance, the not-for-
profit "friends group" that supports and promotes the preservation of one of
America's most hallowed grounds. 

I write to request that the APA insert an amendment to the State Land Use
Master Plan to include the Lake George Battlefield Park and Lake George
Battleground Campground in the listing of State-owned facilities classified as
“Historic ” properties within the Adirondack Park. I  believe that a Historic
classification will help protect these properties by minimizing topographical
alterations and preserving their scenic, natural, and open space attributes.
The change in classification would also facilitate the State’s enhanced
stewardship of the property to reflect a prioritization based on historic
preservation rather than recreation. The location is a National Register of
Historic Places-listed property referenced as the Lake George Battlefield
Park Historic District, and clearly meets eligibility requirements for the
APA’s Historic classification.

These sites were the locations of key events during the French & Indian War
and the American Revolution, are important elements of our national
heritage, and are deserving of the additional protections that the Historic
designation will afford. 

Thank You,

Nancy Giard
29 Garrison Road
Queensbury,NY 12804

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Daniel McCormack
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 7:15:36 PM

You don't often get email from daniel.mccormack.699548441@advocatefor.me. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is unique in the world. Proposed changes to the State Land Master Plan
could weaken the protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

mailto:dansmccormack@gmail.com
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Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Daniel McCormack 
515 E Pine St
Missoula, MT 59802



From: Julia Rapczynski
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 7:29:02 PM

You don't often get email from julia.rapczynski.699547352@sendgrassroots.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. I used to live in the foothills of the Adirondacks and
frequently spent time in the region. There are some areas where even able-bodied persons
won't venture and that is okay. It is a forest and not a playground.

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. More motorized access will
hurt and not help plus it is just not necessary.

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.

mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=user131d68d2
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Julia Rapczynski 
601 Greenbanks Hollow Rd
Danville, VT 05828



From: Susan Jarrett
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 8:00:06 PM

You don't often get email from susan.jarrett.144430473@yourconstituent.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-a

Regards, 
Susan Jarrett 
7075 Heise Rd
Clarence Center, NY 14032
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From: Helen Herzer
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 8:10:00 PM

You don't often get email from helen.herzer.699550169@grsdelivery.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Helen Herzer 
46 Lewis St
Boston, MA 02113



From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of RSatanek8@hotmail.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 8:32:15 PM

[You don't often get email from rsatanek8@hotmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Michael Satsnek
4766 John Michael Way
Hamburg, NY 14075
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From: Galen Halasz
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 8:43:31 PM

You don't often get email from galen.halasz.601516155@grassrootsmessages.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-a

Regards, 
Galen Halasz 
23 Cliff Rd
Saranac Lake, NY 12983
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of lucillew@stny.rr.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 8:58:14 PM

[You don't often get email from lucillew@stny.rr.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Lucille Wiggin
9 St, James Place, apt 406
Oneonta, NY 13820
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From: Louis Priem
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 9:04:46 PM

You don't often get email from louis.priem.606573788@grsdelivery.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Louis Priem 
276 Van Yahres Rd
Cooperstown, NY 13326



From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Lou Priem
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 9:10:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Lou Priem
276 Van Yahres Rd
Cooperstown, NY 13326-4148
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: peterlkelley@gmail.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 9:24:38 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Peter Kelley, peterlkelley@gmail.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Peter Kelley
 Email from: peterlkelley@gmail.com
 Address: 1301 Delaware Ave. SW, N801 Washington DC 20024
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 I am a current volunteer Board member of Adirondack Hamlets to Huts, as well as a graduate of Franklin Academy
High School in Malone. I support making backcountry ski trails wide enough to ski on, which means treating them
differently than foot trails.

Backcountry skiing is an old sport now being done with better equipment. It is newly popular, especially since the
pandemic encouraged more backcountry travel. It allows for skiing down steeper trails than cross-country skis, so
long as the trail is wide enough to permit back-and-forth turns to control speed.

It’s a way to bring additional travelers into the Adirondacks in the winter, when towns can use the income, there are
no crowds, mud, or insects, and with snow covering the trails, there are few if any impacts on the park.

Perhaps the leading public impact would be expenses for search and rescue, which are aggravated when skiers get
onto steep narrow trails that are not designed for their safety.

Please enable skiers to use trails meant for them by designing those trails to be skied safely, which means allowing
ski trails to be maintained at significantly wider widths than hiking trails, especially in steep sections.
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From: Bruce Krug
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 10:11:37 PM

You don't often get email from bruce.krug.606568676@foradvocacy.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-a

Regards, 
Bruce Krug 
2771 W Rd
Constableville, NY 13325
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Elizabeth Saetta
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 10:32:17 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth Saetta
154 Palisade Street 2S
Dobbs Ferry, NY 10522

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Edward Palone
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 10:54:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Edward Palone
320 Locust Ave.
Staten Island, NY 10306
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From: David Beals
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 11:16:55 PM

You don't often get email from david.beals.441637771@foradvocacy.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
David Beals 
1 Denison Rd
Schenectady, NY 12309



From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: crasstopherkeil@gmail.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 11:22:08 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Christopher Keil, crasstopherkeil@gmail.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Christopher Keil
 Email from: crasstopherkeil@gmail.com
 Address: 75 Trout Brook Road Cold Spring NY 10516
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 Please make it easier to build Backcountry Ski Trails and zones such as gladed areas. This can be done in a
responsible and ecologically sound manner and is an important and growing winter human powered winter activity
that will benefit communities with the park.
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From: Dave Beals
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Thursday, November 21, 2024 11:28:06 PM

You don't often get email from davebeals@aol.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the
Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan (APSLMP). 

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the
definition of motor vehicles. These are motorized vehicles. 

There exists a vast array of electric or battery powered devices, including Mountain
Bikes, skateboards, scooters, Segway's, etc. These and others like these appear on
the market nearly every day. These should not be allowed in the Adirondack Forest
Preserve including wilderness. 

Sincerely,
David A. Beals
1 Denison Road
Niskayuna, NY 12309
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Matt Stein
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Friday, November 22, 2024 4:44:16 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Matt Stein
3136 Belgium Rd
Baldwinsville , NY 13027
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Cheryl Sprague
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Friday, November 22, 2024 5:18:17 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Cheryl Sprague
20 Spring Brook Park
Rhinebeck, NY 12545
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From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from ADK Powder Skiers
Date: Friday, November 22, 2024 6:44:39 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Fri Nov 22 2024 06:44:30 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

Last Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Measeck

Email [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email collection]: 

ianmeaseck@gmail.com

Comments [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Backcountry ski touring is the fastest growing segment of the 

ski industry. As tourism economies, north country towns would benefit 

from added, sustainable, recreation opportunities. The growth in 

popularity of mountain biking and mountain bike trails is a perfect 

example. Added recreation opportunities will attract younger people and 

families to the area and add to an aging workforce. Additionally, there 

are ski trails existing that are popular and need maintenance and 

protection under the State Land Master Plan.

mailto:no-reply@crm.wix.com
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Created Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Fri Nov 22 2024 06:44:30 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

First Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Ian

Phone Number [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: 5187447545

Form ID: comp-m30q4jk0

 

ADK Powder Skiers
Notification sent via Wix Automations

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu46509964.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.16O0hg1-2FLz1kpPxGHUZbqZk4mwOValW8Vcy4a06zNkzi2R6IviT1JPvvf4cfosPCl3s2_88hCRf29-2B-2B4o-2FzKRt7gWaQEuQh3u1G5HfG0HptNZ5EvnrNGxy0ocL0lnZPHScT7swD2lvxU-2B15jYClZq-2BOUKBnIj8GJsQana0Smp1-2BxDJsWc-2BRgOy2AIWN1E6BJb13FSO6BIxD4Onc7YjOi4LAmRMRQiSRZYyjJHFmqMgYqrMaNa73a3t4dEfFnEiDgV7wNmioGeugX9ny5w9SmtvcmRSlw2Kgk4eT66eNUdwRosh7Z8Dsji7kd5I5ELufMDRVbCQwd9ZXTW8Ilc9dySSba3y0a9uu51tl7z8hQvuDzqopgrpR5R4grHU-2Bv8-2FI472cOjxdMeAzcMfdhDb21b4-2BYLX9rKSAdEh1Thna0pTRj-2B3Yvp7-2Bsk0UTsUSA9HSidhPKjc7F2FUphnVaSOjsmCr1aEiMmUTBF10A-2B7ll6zIU6FSPNYsXCyw4mOvA-2BL-2BYvwAjkNmA5eKXvNuixdSxgwh5ZbDybDEJ2bw3FbYoGlH5FkJY-3D&data=05%7C02%7Cslmp_ump_comments%40apa.ny.gov%7C685fbf883b5c4f88fce208dd0aeb0969%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638678726784833058%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3QwvaepGawM6bOd3sYBb7Cw7g8kxpTqpaEoPgllMh5Q%3D&reserved=0


From: Lynn Crevling
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Friday, November 22, 2024 7:42:23 AM

You don't often get email from lynn.crevling.433477426@yourconstituent.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –

mailto:lcrevling@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Lynn Crevling 
28 Spring Rd
Washingtonville, NY 10992



From: McKeever, Keith P (APA)
To: Phillips, Megan (APA); Brosseau, Benjamin (APA)
Subject: Fw: backcountry ski regs
Date: Friday, November 22, 2024 7:59:48 AM

Megan pls see.  

 

Keith P. McKeever
Director, Communications
 

NYS Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
1133 NYS Route 86
Ray Brook, NY  12977
 

Office (518) 891-4050 | Mobile: (518) 354-9698 | Keith.McKeever@apa.ny.gov
www.apa.ny.gov
 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This email, including any attachments, may be
confidential, privileged or otherwise legally protected.  It is intended only for the
addressee(s).  If you are not the intended recipient, you are prohibited from
disseminating, copying or otherwise using this email or its attachments.  If you have
received this email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and
delete the email from your system.

From: Phil Brown <adkeditor@icloud.com>
Sent: Thursday, November 21, 2024 7:47:58 PM
To: McKeever, Keith P (APA) <Keith.McKeever@apa.ny.gov>
Subject: backcountry ski regs
 

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

I submitted an SLMP comment using the APA’s online form, but after pressing the submit
button I was taken to an Error 403 page. I want to be sure it’s received, so I am going to paste
my comment below. It’s an opinion piece I wrote for the Explorer. Could you forward it to the
right person?

By Phil Brown

The Adirondack Park Agency has a chance to do right by backcountry skiers when it updates
the State Land Master Plan next year.
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For years, backcountry enthusiasts (most especially, Ron Konowitz) have urged the agency to
modify its regulations to allow wide trails suitable for skiing in the woods.

Konowtiz, president of the Adirondack Powder Skier Association, rightly takes issue with the
definition of a cross-country ski trail. The master plan decrees that it must have “the same
dimensions and character” as a foot trail.

The state Department of Environmental Conservation interprets this language to mean that
cross-country trails can be eight feet wide in Wild Forest Areas but only four feet wide in
Wilderness Areas.

Simply put, four feet is not wide enough for a backcountry-ski trail with any steepness. In fact,
it’s dangerous.

Anyway, why should a ski trail have the same dimensions and character as a foot trail?
Backcountry skiing is not hiking. DEC recognizes that snowmobiling and horseback riding
require wider trails. That’s just common sense. Likewise for backcountry skiing.

I see the restrictive definition as a historical accident. In the 1930s, the state Conservation
Department built a number of down-mountain ski trails in the Adirondacks that could be 15 to
20 feet wide on turns. The state attorney general approved the trails, noting that “travel upon
skis requires paths of greater width than ordinary footpaths or snowshoe trails.”

This type of steep backcountry skiing diminished in popularity as ski resorts with lifts
proliferated. By the time the APA was created in 1971, most wilderness skiers were content to
tour on gentle terrain. The cross-country definition was added to the master plan in the 1980s. 

The definition perhaps made sense at the time, but since then we have seen an explosive
growth in the popularity of down-mountain skiing in the wild. It’s not a new sport but a
revival of an old one, albeit with better equipment.

My recommendations:

1. Rename the type of trail being defined. “Cross-country” is an inapt term that doesn’t
encompass the variety of skiing in the backcountry. “Backcountry skiing” would be
better.

2. Get rid of the language restricting ski trails to the dimensions and character of a foot
trail.

3. The APA and DEC should come up with a policy governing the parameters of ski trails,
including their width. These regulations would exist outside the master plan. 

Several years ago, the APA considered adopting new guidelines for different types of ski trail.
Under these rules, “ski touring trails” on gentle terrain could be six feet wide for one-way
traffic and eight feet wide for two-way traffic. In contrast, “backcountry ski trails” could be
eight feet wide for one-way traffic and nine feet wide for two-way traffic. Both trails could be
wider in steep sections. The guidelines also provided for four-foot-wide climbing trails.

Konowitz says environmental advocates did not oppose the guidelines, per se, but they argued



that the master plan needed to be amended to define backcountry ski trails. 

The guidelines have been on hold since 2018. Now is the time to revive or tweak them and
amend the master plan to recognize backcountry skiing as a benign and traditional use of the
Forest Preserve.

Phil Brown
Saranac Lake, NY
adkeditor@icloud.com
518-354-3218
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of David Geisinger
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Friday, November 22, 2024 8:22:14 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

David Geisinger
1515 Ennis Road
Schenectady, NY 12306

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Kyle Clark
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Friday, November 22, 2024 8:46:14 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Kyle Clark
K33 Forest Heights
BUTLER, PA 16001
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From: Lucy Nolan
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Friday, November 22, 2024 9:22:44 AM

You don't often get email from lucy.nolan.697178192@advocacymessages.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

I am a camp owner on Fourth Lake, my children are the fifth generation of my family to call
our camp home. I am writing because the Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for
its pristine wilderness, biodiversity, and vital role in combating climate change. However,
proposed changes to the State Land Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep
the Park’s ecosystems healthy and resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
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the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Lucy Nolan 
10 Carnoustie Cir
Bloomfield, CT 06002



From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of David Nichols
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Friday, November 22, 2024 9:44:14 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

David Nichols
40 Kirkby Trl
Fairport, NY 14450

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:dnnichols@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Patricia Mort
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Friday, November 22, 2024 10:42:14 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Patricia Mort
71 Country Club Drive
Red Hook, NY 12571
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From: Patricia Mort
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Friday, November 22, 2024 10:43:15 AM

You don't often get email from patricia.mort.112280600@grsdelivery.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Patricia Mort 
71 Country Club Dr
Red Hook, NY 12571



From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: Wcramer67@gmail.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Friday, November 22, 2024 11:08:21 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, William Cramer, Wcramer67@gmail.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: William Cramer
 Email from: Wcramer67@gmail.com
 Address: 40 Barry Ave Apt 5 Tupper Lake NY 12986-1559
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 It seems to me that they want to widen ski trails in the Adirondacks but not snowmobile trails?  Funny how the ski
enthusiasts/snowshoers want to do this and it is being considered but no dice for snowmobilers?  I do not
snowmobile butnsupport the tourism thst would be increased by widening the snowmobile trail network.
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From: Gary Robinson
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Friday, November 22, 2024 11:24:50 AM

You don't often get email from gary.robinson.775455494@advocatefor.me. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Gary Robinson 
Chenango Bridge, NY 13745



From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: dlherman10@gmail.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Friday, November 22, 2024 11:38:20 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, David L Herman, Dlherman10@gmail.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: David L Herman
 Email from: Dlherman10@gmail.com
 Address: 38 Woodstream Drive Delmar NY 12054
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 Dear APA:
I am writing you in regards to Backcountry Skiing in the Adirondack Park.  I support the redefinition of backcountry
ski trails. Backcountry Skiing can be enhanced in the Adirondack Park. There are excellent guidelines which are
used by the national forest service in the green mountains of Vermont. Guidelines which are followed by the
catamount Trail Association, and the national forest service in Vermont, and the green mountains have been
extremely and wildly successful. Perhaps NYS APA could at least look at those guidelines and adopt those to the
wilderness areas and other areas for Backcountry Skiing in New York State.
I believe in Wilderness, and keeping our mountains free from
Development. Backcountry ski trails would only be used in winter and could be posted as such. I am sure that all
maintenance could be done be approved volunteer clubs.
Sincerely,
David L Herman
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From: David Bronston
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Friday, November 22, 2024 12:00:38 PM

You don't often get email from david.bronston.332795975@yourconstituent.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
David Bronston 
85 East End Ave
New York, NY 10028



From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: scarpenter13@nycap.rr.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Friday, November 22, 2024 12:04:37 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, sandra t. carpenter, scarpenter13@nycap.rr.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: sandra t. carpenter
 Email from: scarpenter13@nycap.rr.com
 Address: Adirondack NY 12808
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 It is without question that the LG Battleground campground should be included in the State owned Class of Historic
properties within the Adirondack Park. I am 87 years old, Warren County born and bred, and a student of local
history. As a child, I spent many summer weekends at the Battleground picnic area and have been following the
recent excavations in the Village, with great interest. So much has already been lost due to commercial
development--we cannot lose any more. STC
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From: David Papa
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Friday, November 22, 2024 12:25:43 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

David Papa <dpapa78@hotmail.com>
175 GREENMAN HILL RD
AVERILL PARK, NY 12018
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: winstonbeever@gmail.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Friday, November 22, 2024 12:25:58 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Winston G Beever, winstonbeever@gmail.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Winston G Beever
 Email from: winstonbeever@gmail.com
 Address: Ny 12866
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 Hello,

I’ve been an avid backcountry skier for 5 years now. The width of ski trails in the Adirondacks are difficult to ski at
best and dangerous at worse. Widening the ski trails to their 1930 width specifications (8-10ft) would be ideal, and
be inline with the Adirondacks mission of remaining forever wild.

Best,
Winston
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From: Ken Laboski
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Friday, November 22, 2024 12:30:53 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Ken Laboski <kenlaboski@gmail.com>
239 Gwenedd Lane
Bellefonte, PA 16823
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From: Dean Bianco
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Friday, November 22, 2024 12:34:42 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Dean Bianco <deanadk@hotmail.com>
43 Broadway, Apt 2-13
Saranac Lake, NY 12983

mailto:deanadk@hotmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: Judy Ross
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Friday, November 22, 2024 12:41:28 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and en

Sincerely,

Judy Ross <yogarider.ross@gmail.com>
105 Eggleston Lane
Westport, NY 12993

mailto:yogarider.ross@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: Darlene Cullen
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Friday, November 22, 2024 12:45:21 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Darlene Cullen <j.cullen9@icloud.com>
743 trout pond rd
Keeseville, NY 12944

mailto:j.cullen9@icloud.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Kristin Dearborn
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Friday, November 22, 2024 12:46:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Kristin Dearborn
7A Grandview Drive
South Burlington, VT 05403

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:kristin.dearborn@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: Norman R. Kuchar
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Friday, November 22, 2024 12:50:26 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Norman R. Kuchar <nkuchar@nycap.rr.com>
60 Fredericks Road
Glenville, New York 12302

mailto:nkuchar@nycap.rr.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: Craig A. Emblidge
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Friday, November 22, 2024 12:57:46 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Craig A. Emblidge <cemblidge@roadrunner.com>
29 Owen Avenue
Queensbury, New York 12804

mailto:cemblidge@roadrunner.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: Jeffrey Whittemore
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Friday, November 22, 2024 12:59:21 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Jeffrey Whittemore <whitt0185@yahoo.com>
53 Elm St.
Dolgeville, New York 13329

mailto:whitt0185@yahoo.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: Lawrence G D"Arco
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Friday, November 22, 2024 1:14:46 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

I totally agree with the position of Protect the Adirondacks regarding the following comments.

 Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and en

Sincerely,

Lawrence G D'Arco <abelincoln1863@yahoo.com>
1202 Greenwich Dr.
Albany, NY 12203

mailto:abelincoln1863@yahoo.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: Mark Phillips
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Friday, November 22, 2024 1:33:57 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Mark Phillips <mjphilli2@gmail.com>
5950 Brown Rd.
Cuba, NY 14727

mailto:mjphilli2@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: bruce Krug
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Friday, November 22, 2024 1:51:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and en

Sincerely,

bruce Krug <krugvale@frontiernet.net>
2771
Constableville, NY 13325

mailto:krugvale@frontiernet.net
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: Georgia Jones
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Friday, November 22, 2024 2:23:47 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Georgia Jones <georgia11@roadrunner.com>
8 Grandview Ave
Lake Placid, NY 12946

mailto:georgia11@roadrunner.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: Jeannie Cross
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Project APSLMP2024; Adirondack Park Agency ; Megan Phillips
Date: Friday, November 22, 2024 2:41:12 PM

You don't often get email from jcross12942@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

I write to urge the APA to expand access to the Adirondack Park without allowing motorized access
in areas classified as wilderness, primitive and canoe in the park. This can be accomplished by
thinking more deeply and broadly about what access means. For example, every Department of
Environmental Conservation campground and day use area that abuts canoeable waters
could/should provide a dock that enables a physically handicapped person easy access into a canoe.
It goes without saying that every NYS-run campground in the State also should have multiple
wheelchair-accessible sites.

Wheelchair-accessible sites also could be added along certain existing motorized access corridors
within the Adirondack Park.

Furthermore, access isn't just about motorization - there is a need for interpretive signs/kiosks with
Braille and/or auditory information that would enable persons of all abilities and disabilities to
understand and appreciate the unique geological, ecological, plant, wildlife and avian features of the
Adirondack Park and its unique protections under the State Constitution.

I recognize that the APA cannot direct DEC or any other entities to undertake the above suggestions
-- though it certainly can encourage them to do so!  More pertinently, the APA has no legal or ethical
obligation to change the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan to provide one specific type of
access (motorized) to a specific group of individuals.

Rather, APA's obligation is to protect and preserve the wild forest - especially from the pollution
associated with anything that runs on fossil fuels (including electric generation from fossil fuels) so
that the wild forest can continue to provide all New Yorkers with clean water, clean air, and soul-
nourishment.

PS Tried to submit this via the online form, but not sure it went through; apologies if this is a
duplicate.
-- 
Jeannie Cross
67 Lacy Road/PO Box 229
Keene, NY 12942

mailto:jcross12942@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Ann Woodward
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Friday, November 22, 2024 2:48:51 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Ann Woodward <ann.woodward@aol.com>
55 West 14th St, Apt 15A
New York, NY 10011

mailto:ann.woodward@aol.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: Thomas Weickert
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Friday, November 22, 2024 2:51:09 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Thomas Weickert <t.weickert@neura.edu.au>
8496 Melo Circle
Clay, NY 13041

mailto:t.weickert@neura.edu.au
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: David Brauer
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Friday, November 22, 2024 3:02:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

David Brauer <dbrauer31@msn.com>
74 Forest Brook Drive
Lake Placid, New York 12946

mailto:dbrauer31@msn.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: Dave West
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack​ Master Plan
Date: Friday, November 22, 2024 3:37:22 PM

You don't often get email from westfir50@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ATTN: Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

As a disabled senior and CP-3 permit holder, I strongly agree with Protect
the Adirondacks that People with disabilities have and should continue to
have access to the Forest Preserve. This has proven to be disappointing to
me in practice because my "OPDMD" (class 2 recumbent E-trike) is not
allowed to be used on Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas so I'm limited to
state forest lands. Unfortunately many of these permitted areas are also
ATV, UTV, off road vehicle accessible roads and trails and I'd really like to
once again explore and enjoy more of the kinds of wilderness I fought hard
to protect when I was a hotshot wild land firefighter in the early 1970's. 

Therefore I fully endorse the idea of allowing the DEC to expand permitting
OPDMD's provided there are adequate guardrails for keeping the wilderness
preserved for everyone to enjoy. I don't want to see ATV's everywhere, but
a disabled senior being able to gain access to wilderness pond
accompanied by their loved ones would be a priceless gift at the end of life
of service to their community and country. 

David West

1922 Clifton Park Rd

Niskayuna NY 12309

PS: Although its not currently in discussion that I've heard of, I'd love to see
the definition of OPDMD expanded to include small electric motors for a
canoe or kayak as this would seem in keeping with the spirit of the ADA and
my ability to paddle is deteriorating, what is even worse is being so worried
about getting back to the launch against too much wind and not daring to
even take the boats out...

mailto:westfir50@gmail.com
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From: Doreen Harris
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Friday, November 22, 2024 3:47:08 PM

You don't often get email from doreen.harris.358817602@p2a.co. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Doreen Harris 
201 Spring Rd
Schenectady, NY 12302



From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: mark@halldesigngroup.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Friday, November 22, 2024 3:48:47 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Mark R. Hall, mark@halldesigngroup.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Mark R. Hall
 Email from: mark@halldesigngroup.com
 Address: P.O. Box 182 Essex NY 12936
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 Looking forward to the APA reviewing and updating backcountry ski regulations in line with the suggestions
described by Phil Brown in his web article titled "Comment on the Adirondack Park state lands plan: Time to revisit
backcountry skiing trails" published by Adirondack Explorer on November 20, 2024

- Rename the type of trail being defined. “Cross-country” is an inapt term that doesn’t encompass the variety of
skiing in the backcountry. “Backcountry skiing” would be better.
- Get rid of the language restricting ski trails to the dimensions and character of a foot trail.
- The APA and DEC should come up with a policy governing the parameters of ski trails, including their width.
These regulations would exist outside the master plan.

mailto:noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
mailto:mark@halldesigngroup.com


From: Leanna DeNeale
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Friday, November 22, 2024 3:49:33 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Leanna DeNeale <willsbororx@gmail.com>
PO Box 531 3221 Essex Road
Willsboro, NY 12996
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Sarah Miner
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Friday, November 22, 2024 4:14:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Sarah Miner
404 N Maple Ave
Kingston, PA 18704
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From: Patti Packer
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Friday, November 22, 2024 4:20:26 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and en

Sincerely,

Patti Packer <pattiac@nycap.rr.com>
5 Jennifer Rd
Scotia, NY 12302
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: greg.schaefer@frontier.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Friday, November 22, 2024 4:45:53 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Gregory Schaefer, Greg.schaefer@frontier.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Gregory Schaefer
 Email from: Greg.schaefer@frontier.com
 Address: PO Box 14 North River NY 12856
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 I understand that with review of the SLMP definitions/actions can change.  I am an avid Backcoutry Skier and
would encourage NYS to adopt different standards for BC Ski Trails.  I am part of the Siamese ponds Trail crew and
Trail Steward for the Schafer TRail on Gore Mountian. We maintain 85 miles of trails.  Many of these miles are
used for back country skiing. I would encourage the state to allow for wider trails on down hill sections especially.
The number of BC skiers is increasing and this would make for safer and fun experience for us.
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From: Ellen C Collins
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Friday, November 22, 2024 4:47:38 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Ellen C Collins <17ellencollins@gmail.com>
P O Box 156 3339 State Route 28
Blue Mountain Lake, New York 12812

mailto:17ellencollins@gmail.com
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From: Bonnie Vicki
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Friday, November 22, 2024 5:08:53 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Bonnie Vicki <bonnie.denman@gmail.com>
536 Igerna Rd
North Creek, New York 12853

mailto:bonnie.denman@gmail.com
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: gwmiller01@gmail.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Friday, November 22, 2024 5:12:00 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Gary Miller, gwmiller01@gmail.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Gary Miller
 Email from: gwmiller01@gmail.com
 Address: 10 Rattlesnake Mt. Rd Stockbridge MA 01262
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

   The land use definition of cross country trails needs to be updated as backcountry skiing has become a very
popular sport not only in the ADKs but nationwide. It is simply not safe to ski on a  4' trail. As more people try to
backcountry in the ADKs, they will find themselves in very unforgiving territory hopefully with no unfortunate
outcomes, i.e. Ranger rescues who have enough to do without adding to their load.  It is time to change with the
times.
   I might add that these aspiring backcountry skiers are people who come and stay, eat, and buy stuff.  Just
saying.....
   Incidentally, my other address is 1035 Springfield Rd., Wilmington where our family has had a camp since 1910.
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Spencer Jones
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Friday, November 22, 2024 5:20:16 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Spencer Jones
3320 W 3rd St
Anacortes , WA 98221
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From: Jim Loveland
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Friday, November 22, 2024 5:37:50 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and en

Sincerely,

Jim Loveland <jimloveland52@yahoo.com>
2500 54th Ave N  Lot 100
St Petersburg, Florida 33714-1970

mailto:jimloveland52@yahoo.com
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: Mdksshea@aol.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Friday, November 22, 2024 5:44:37 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Martha Townley, Mdksshea@aol.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Martha Townley
 Email from: Mdksshea@aol.com
 Address: PO Box 295 Chestertown NY 12817
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 Back country ski trails should be allowed to be wider. It is such a treat to be able to ski in the Adirondacks. Thank
you!
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From: Gary Miller
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: slight change
Date: Friday, November 22, 2024 5:51:40 PM

You don't often get email from gwmiller01@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Hi!
   I just sent in a comment and made a mistake.  I included my ADK address.  I would like to
remove the street address if that is possible.  Thanks!              Gary Miller
                                                                                                     gwmiller01@gmail.com

mailto:gwmiller01@gmail.com
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From: Karen Davis
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: NO Motor Vehicles in the Adirondack protected areas
Date: Friday, November 22, 2024 5:55:23 PM

You don't often get email from 666kadavis@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

I want to know who will police to make sure that only the disabled are allowed to use motor
vehicles in the wilderness etc? And what proof is required for disability? Does that mean
someone can drive a truck, off road, into the woods with a disabled rear view mirror
handicap hanger or handicap license plate? What about the rights of private land owners to
live peacefully and enjoy their property? Doesn't the NYS Constitution need to be changed
to allow this? Don't taxpayers have a right to vote on such a change? Is there money
allotted to increase the number of rangers and rescue equipment that would be needed.
Will the rail trails be opened up for these motor vehicles too? Will motors be allowed on
any boats in any bodies of water in the Park? Can these motor vehicles tow boats through
previous canoe carry areas? Where is the money to upkeep the damage to trails? Will there
be stiff fines and jail time for pretending to be handicapped? BTW: I am handicapped so
this isn't about denying the handicapped, we all know that there are bad people that will
take advantage of this access

This will not be controllable and will destroy the reason most of us live here.  If
implemented it will grow like a cancer..

Karen Davis
North Elba> NY resident
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Marc Lapin
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Friday, November 22, 2024 6:08:17 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Marc Lapin
239 Cider Mill Road
Cornwall, VT 05753
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: andrettamj@gmail.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Friday, November 22, 2024 7:34:47 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Michael J Andretta, andrettamj@gmail.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Michael J Andretta
 Email from: andrettamj@gmail.com
 Address: 508 Beattie Rd Rock Tavern NY 12575
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 I urge the Adirondack Park Agency to consider addressing the needs of back country skiers when reviewing the
master plan.
Backcountry skiing is a growing sport which in practice is environmentally low-impact while driving economic
activity into the region during winter months.
Changes would include adding definitions to acknowledge the different needs of backcountry skiers as opposed to
cross-country skiers (wider downhill trails allowing for safe turning on descent).
There have been great strides made in this effort in the white mountains of New Hampshire, through the advocacy of
the Granite Backcountry Alliance, and I would urge the Agency to research the successful model used in that region
to make informed decisions and glean best practices.
Thank you for your attention to this matter.
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From: Heidi Pringle
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Friday, November 22, 2024 7:45:49 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

As a 60-year old who has treasured wild forest experiences in the Adirondacks throughout my entire life, please
accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Heidi Pringle <hepringle99@gmail.com>
3237 Ramblewood Rd
Ellicott City, MD 21042

mailto:hepringle99@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: joe kozlina
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Friday, November 22, 2024 7:50:37 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

joe kozlina <jkozlina@hotmail.com>
2682 WAMPUM MOUNT AIR RD, RD
NEW GALILEE, PA 16141

mailto:jkozlina@hotmail.com
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From: michele Daly
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Friday, November 22, 2024 8:09:47 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

mailto:sandifeet8@yahoo.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
michele Daly 
10620 Shore Front Pkwy Apt 8B
Rockaway Park, NY 11694



From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Warrencwood@hotmail.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Friday, November 22, 2024 9:42:15 PM

[You don't often get email from warrencwood@hotmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Warren Wood
44 Harwood Circle
Rochester, NY 14625

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:Warrencwood@hotmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Peter Bien
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Friday, November 22, 2024 9:57:47 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Peter Bien <peter.bien@dartmouth.edu>
207 Waddell Road
Riparius, New York 12862

mailto:peter.bien@dartmouth.edu
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: Susan Storch
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Friday, November 22, 2024 10:06:24 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Susan Storch <slstorch@mac.com>
155 Church Pond
Saranac Lake, NY 12983

mailto:slstorch@mac.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: Caroline Liquori
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Saturday, November 23, 2024 1:06:59 AM

You don't often get email from caroline.liquori.127626998@p2a.co. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –

mailto:cj.liquori@gmail.com
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Caroline Liquori 
8681 NY-5
Chittenango, NY 13037



From: Jerome Shapiro
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Saturday, November 23, 2024 2:13:20 AM

You don't often get email from jerome.shapiro.124151187@advocatefor.me. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –

mailto:jshapiro41@verizon.net
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Jerome Shapiro 
669 River Rd
Warrensburg, NY 12885



From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Jacqueline Neal
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Saturday, November 23, 2024 7:30:14 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Jacqueline Neal
285 W Lawrence St
Albany, NY 12208-2216
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From: Patricia Vineski
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Saturday, November 23, 2024 7:33:46 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Patricia Vineski <patriciavineski@gmail.com>
76 East Hill Road
SOUTH COLTON, NY 13687

mailto:patriciavineski@gmail.com
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: andyprz@juno.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Saturday, November 23, 2024 9:00:05 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, ANDREW PRZYBYLOWICZ, andyprz@juno.com" into your message for our
reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: ANDREW PRZYBYLOWICZ
 Email from: andyprz@juno.com
 Address: 6A Deer Creek Clifton Park NY
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 I have been backcountry skiing since the 1980's in the Adirondacks and elsewhere.  No other outdoor pursuit brings
me as much joy as backcountry skiing. I have always kept my eye open for hiking trails that can also be skied. Or
finding open woods that can be accessed for skiing but in the Dacks those areas are few and far between.  Of course
downhill areas have tree skiing but it really is a thrill times 10 to "earn your turns".  I strongly support the initiative
to open up trails that would be wider to accommodate skiers in a safer situation.
A case in point:  The absolute jewel of backcountry skiing in the Dacks is the Mt Marcy trail from the Lodge.  I
haven't skied it in a few years but the last few times I have, it was problematic.  The snow weighed down enough
trees and branches along the trail as to make it a chore to ski down.  Much of the trail is wide and quite skiable but
some of its length up higher is narrow and made worse by the leaning vegetation. Widening these sections and
allowing for new sections of forest to be cut for skiing would be a huge plus for NY skiers and others willing to
travel to NY to enjoy our mountains in a fun and exciting way!  Thanks for listening!

mailto:noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
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From: Lisa and Peter Bellamy
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Saturday, November 23, 2024 9:04:25 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP). We are property owners in Upper Jay, NY.

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Lisa and Peter Bellamy <chodron02@gmail.com>
616 South Orange Ave., Apt. 4H
Maplewood, NJ 07040

mailto:chodron02@gmail.com
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: diccarlson@frontiernet.net
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Saturday, November 23, 2024 9:12:20 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Richard Carlson, diccarlson@frontiernet.net" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Richard Carlson
 Email from: diccarlson@frontiernet.net
 Address: 116 Schoolhouse Road POB 73 North River NY 12856
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 Greetings:  Allowing for backcountry ski trails with a wider profile than traditional hiking trails is sorely needed. 
There have been many advances in backcountry ski equipment design in the last decade.  This has opened many
backcountry ski routes to new users.  A wider trail profile especially for downhill travel is a simple safety solution
that should be implemented on most legacy ski routes and on new trail construction and designated ski trails.

Thanks
Dick Carlson
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From: BG
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Project APSLMP2024; Adirondack Park Agency ; Megan Phillips
Date: Saturday, November 23, 2024 10:13:03 AM

You don't often get email from spodic@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

November 20, 2024

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning & APA Board Members
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

RE:   Comments to the Proposed APSLMP 2024 Amendments 

In the opening definition of Wilderness in the SLMP, it is described as “…in contrast with
those areas where man and his own works dominate the landscape, is an area where the earth
and its community of life are untrammeled by man…”  How does any logical thought process
go from this fundamental condition to justifying motorized uses in a Wilderness area? 
REALLY?  (As a side note you might want to consider updating pronouns in the document).  

I am in full support of ADA goals and accommodations, but the SLMP already provides
alternatives for accessibility.  Currently public use of motor vehicles, motorized equipment
and aircraft while prohibited in State Lands classified as Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe are
allowed on State Lands classified as Wild Forest, Intensive Use and Historic Areas.  Isn’t this
one of the reasons these alternatives to Wilderness Areas exist, to provide areas where
motorized uses are allowed on State Forest Preserve Lands?

The proposed revision to the definition of the term “Motor Vehicle,” to exclude “…
wheelchairs or other power driven mobility devices.” has cascading effects throughout the
document wherever the term “Motor Vehicle is used.  It will allow unconditional use of power
driven mobility devices use on all State Lands, whether on a designated trail or ANYWHERE,
including ANYWHERE in wilderness.  What’s more, the revisions do not define what an
OPDMD is, or limit OPDMD size, either in terms of physical size or horsepower.  Nor does it
limit the noise output of the device which is especially important in wilderness areas.  While
aircraft are specifically prohibited from Wilderness areas, would the OPDMD exclusion
provide for a person in a flight capable OPDMD to be flown and landed on mountain tops? 
One only needs to Google ‘off-road mobility devices’ to see the variety of commercial options
available today.  And with new technologies and no stated regulatory limitations who knows
what a custom fabrication shop could create or what a sympathetic judge might allow. 

I understand the requirement to follow the Americans with Disabilities Act rules and guidance,
but it is worth considering whether those standards are appropriate for wilderness lands.  I
encourage the Agency to examine in greater depth what is a proper application of the law
rather than be subservient to it.  Or at the very least, set reasonable conditions on OPDMD and
their use to protect the special place that is the Adirondack Park. 
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ADA.gov states that “Covered entities must also allow people with disabilities who use other
types of power-driven mobility devices into their facilities, unless a particular type of device
cannot be accommodated because of legitimate safety requirements.  Where legitimate safety
requirements bar accommodation for a particular type of device, the covered entity must
provide the service it offers in alternate ways if possible.”  

I have several comments and concerns how the amendments to the SLMP relate to this
opening paragraph of the ADA document:

1. Facilities:  Although I didn’t find a definition of the word “Facility” in the ADA document,
all uses of the term refer to some man-made structure or urban Park.  I don’t think a
reasonable person would consider Adirondack Wilderness Areas as a “Faculty” as referenced
by ADA.  Wilderness is defined as “in contrast with those areas where man and his own works
dominate the landscape…”  Therefore I see no reason Wilderness areas should be subject to
ADA rules.

2. Alternatives:  I would argue that the SLMP provides Wild Forest, Intensive Use and
Historic areas with their allowed motorized uses provide a reasonable alternative to allowing
the use of OPDMDs in a Wilderness Area.

3. Safety:  If someone gets into trouble in the Wilderness, it is the DEC Forest Rangers that are
called for emergency support.  OPDMDs are mechanical devices that can break down or run
out of power.  In the Adirondacks the Rangers are already working excessive overtime just to
aid injured or lost enable-body hikers.  To add the extra burden for people and their OPDMD
to be extracted in a Wilderness setting seem to be a legitimate safety issue.  

And a final personal comment:  In my past careers I have conducted numerous ecological
surveys.  I bushwhacked through hundreds of thousands acres in New York and northern New
England.  I know and appreciate the lure of spending time in the wilderness.  However now
with age-related health issues, I’m a half-step away from getting my own blue handicap
sticker.  While I can no longer trek deep into the woods as has always been my passion, I am
left to admire and appreciate the vast unspoiled wilderness from further afar, secure in
knowing that Wilderness Areas in the Park will outlast my time on earth, protected by the
foresight of the NYS Constitution that over a century ago provided for the State Forest
Preserve Lands to be forever kept wild -- or at least it did.

Sincerely,

Brian Grisi
Retired APA Resource and Planning staff member
Saranac Lake, NY

Copy also sent by USPS to APA Office



From: Sidney Harring
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Saturday, November 23, 2024 11:18:30 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Sidney Harring <sid.harring@gmail.com>
210 Warner Hill Road
Mayfield, NY 12117
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From: Ann Herpel
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Saturday, November 23, 2024 12:08:03 PM

You don't often get email from ann.herpel.181213914@yourconstituent.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

My family has enjoyed vacations in the Adirondack Park for many years. We value the
wilderness, the landscape, the time away from the hustle of our lives, the many opportunities
to hike, swim, and canoe, the vastness of the landscape untouched by human presence. There
are few places in the Eastern US where we can find this level of beauty and silence. The Park
needs to remain as it is for as long as we can manage it. As our world gets more crowded,
noisy and interrupted by technology the Park becomes more important. We would be seriously
disappointed in NY State if it weakened the protections that made the park so special. Please
vote no on the SLMP updates.

Ann Herpel

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 
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3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Ann Herpel 
160 Garfield Pl Apt 4R
Brooklyn, NY 11215



From: Marilyn H
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Saturday, November 23, 2024 12:09:29 PM

You don't often get email from marilyn.h.699543888@forgrassroots.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Marilyn H 
1 Mount Hope Ave
Rochester, NY 14620



From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: boreal46@gmail.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Saturday, November 23, 2024 12:15:12 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Dr. Dana Rohleder, boreal46@gmail.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Dr. Dana Rohleder
 Email from: boreal46@gmail.com
 Address: Port Kent NY 12975
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 Regarding widening of designated "Backcountry Ski Trails" in Wilderness areas of FP.

An interesting environmental quandry for the Forest Preserve. Which special-interest group(s) allow tree-cutting and
which do not? Existing trails vs. new trails? What is the relative safety of “co-usage” with hiking, snowshoeing,
traditional Nordic skiing and other user groups? Number of potential users? Environmental impacts of each activity
type? Which activities are suitable for areas with a “Wilderness” classification?

I think it is going to be hard to justify any appreciable widening of the few dedicated “backcountry” ski trails
currently in existence in view of recent court rulings on tree cutting in the FP. While brushing and removal of
encroaching vegetation may be deemed allowable, is it enough? Indeed, widening the trails is likely safer, it still
doesn’t make the activity safe. Is the alleged increased safety measureable, or does it simply allow for higher speeds
and more serious injuries?

Another consideration is the availability of backcountry or “woods” trails at existing downhill ski centers. Are trails
in “Wilderness” areas truly necessary to enjoy the sport if similar trails exist at ski centers? Isn’t safety less of an
issue at a ski center vs. the slopes of our remote backountry that would require significantly more risk and
expenditure for search/rescue/extraction? While I certainly understand the desire for a truly backcountry experience,
is the activity popular enough to balance the environmental impacts?

Many, many questions need to be answered. Makes my head hurt…
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From: Paul Gregory
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Project APSLMP2024; Adirondack Park Agency ; Megan Phillips
Date: Saturday, November 23, 2024 2:19:10 PM

You don't often get email from pgregory12054@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

I am a member of the Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance, the not-for-profit "friends group" that
supports and promotes the preservation of one of America's most hallowed grounds. 

I write to request that the APA insert an amendment to the State Land Use Master Plan to include
the Lake George Battlefield Park and Lake George Battleground Campground in the listing of
State-owned facilities classified as “Historic ” properties within the Adirondack Park. I  believe
that a Historic classification will help protect these properties by minimizing topographical
alterations and preserving their scenic, natural, and open space attributes. The change in
classification would also facilitate the State’s enhanced stewardship of the property to reflect a
prioritization based on historic preservation rather than recreation. The location is a National
Register of Historic Places-listed property referenced as the Lake George Battlefield Park Historic
District, and clearly meets eligibility requirements for the APA’s Historic classification.

These sites were the locations of key events during the French & Indian War and the American
Revolution, are important elements of our national heritage, and are deserving of the additional
protections that the Historic designation will afford. 

Paul W. Gregory

Pgregory12054@Yahoo.com

PO Box 106
Chestertown, NY 12817
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Marata Maas
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Saturday, November 23, 2024 2:58:17 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Marata Maas
869 Pueblo Drive
Franklin Lakes, NJ 07417-1610
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From: Kathryn Woodruff
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Saturday, November 23, 2024 4:22:46 PM

You don't often get email from kathryn.woodruff.421781485@grsdelivery.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Kathryn Woodruff 
428 Churchill Ln
Fayetteville, NY 13066



From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Jeffrey Whittemore
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Saturday, November 23, 2024 4:58:16 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Jeffrey Whittemore
53 Elm St
Dolgeville, NY 13329
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Irene Stumberger
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Saturday, November 23, 2024 6:54:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Irene Stumberger
582 Laurelton Road
Rochester, NY 14609

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:stumbergerirene@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Richard Teitelbaum
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Saturday, November 23, 2024 8:10:16 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Richard Teitelbaum
1352 Whallons Bay Road
Essex, NY 12936
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Patrick Zelki
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Saturday, November 23, 2024 9:34:16 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Patrick Zelki
9 Cimarron traio
Lake placid , NY 12946
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Charles Hammes
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Saturday, November 23, 2024 9:58:18 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Charles Hammes
2331 N Ridley Creek Rd
Media, PA 19063
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of mpassage@stny.rr.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 5:56:17 AM

[You don't often get email from mpassage@stny.rr.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Mary Passage
265 W 2nd St
Corning, NY 14830
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From: Walter Linck
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Proposed APSLMP revisions
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 8:15:48 AM

You don't often get email from walter.linck@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Phillips:

In reviewing and considering the proposed APSLMP revisions so I may comment fully on
them, I've been stymied to some extent by some questions I have that are not answered within
the revisions, themselves.  A few of these questions concerning one issue are the following:

Why is your proposed definition of OPDMD written to include two sets of mobility
devices: one set being, "any mobility device powered by batteries, fuel, or other engines -
whether or not designed primarily for use by individuals with mobility disabilities - that is
used by individuals with mobility disabilities for the purpose of locomotion;" and
the second set being, "any mobility device designed to operate in areas without defned
pedestrian routes, but that is not a wheelchair"?  I've noted, in alarm, that these two phrases
(describing the two sets of mobility devices) are connected in the sentence simply by the
conjunction, "or," which can only mean, in the proper English language construction I know,
that they are being pointed to within the definition as two characteristically different things -
the second devoid of any reference to use by "individuals with mobility disabilities."  That
would mean, therefore, that their use could be by ANYONE. This is significantly different
from the federal, DOJ definition of OPDMD, which only features one set - the first one,
above, using most of that exact language.  In that federal definition, that one set is
immediately further defined and specified by use of the word, "including" and followed by a
list of examples of mobility devices that fit within that set, such as "golf cars, [some other
vehicles]... and any mobility device designed to operate in areas without defined pedestrian
routes, but that is not a wheelchair."  There is no use of the word, "or," in other words, to
create or point to a second and different set of mobility devices.  Why does your proposed
definition not use the word, "including" just as the federal definition does, but instead
use the word, "or" in the way I've noted?  Is it a mistake you made, or is it actually
intentional?  This is legal language that could have immense repercussions in directing how
DEC manages our State lands in this regard, as well as in any future litigation over it, so
achieving clarity at this time is of the greatest importance.  

I've noted also that the State of California's definition reads simply as follows: "OPDMD are
any mobility device powered by batteries, fuel, or other engines—whether or not
designed primarily for use by individuals with mobility disabilities—that is used by
individuals with mobility disabilities for the purpose of locomotion, but that is not a
wheelchair."  This is the same as the federal definition - the users of all of them are
specified as "individuals with mobility disabilities."  California State officials obviously
decided to just not list some arguably unnecessary (no doubt ever-
changing) examples of such OPDMD.  Since you, however, have decided to
introduce a definition with a critically different language construction, giving the whole
of it a different meaning, the introductory phrase you've started your proposed
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definition with is apparently incorrect; it it seems NOT true that your proposed revision
is "consistent with applicable law and regulation."  I read it, very much to the contrary,
to be in alarming conflict with the most "applicable law and regulation" - that of the
federal DOJ.

Given the immense importance of this issue to the future of all Adirondack Park State lands,
the lack of clarity surrounding the obvious difference in your proposed definition of OPDMD
from the current federal definition, and the false part of your proposed definition that has
misled the public into thinking it would be the same OPDMD definition that the federal
government's Department of Justice uses, I believe you should answer these questions I've
submitted here and: 1) appropriately revise your proposed OPDMD definition; and, 2) conduct
a new round of public hearings concerning it.

Thank you.

Walt Linck



From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Stephanie Picozzi
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 8:30:15 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Stephanie Picozzi
452 Maxam road
Johnsburg, NY 12843
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From: Robert Shwajlyk
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 9:56:56 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Robert Shwajlyk <march25@nycap.rr.com>
161 East State St Ext
Gloversville, New York 12078
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Eric Popp
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 11:28:15 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Eric Popp
220 Linden Street
Scranton, PA 18503
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From: Susan B. Marris
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 12:22:34 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Susan B. Marris <sbmarris002@gmail.com>
110 Wesley Street # 136
Manlius, New York 13104

mailto:sbmarris002@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of George Palmer
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 1:16:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

George Palmer
6350 State Rt 22
Plattsburgh, NY 12901
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From: susan Damato
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 1:32:10 PM

You don't often get email from susan.damato.699543211@advocacymessages.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
susan Damato 
727 Lancaster Ave
Syracuse, NY 13210



From: David Stillwell
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 1:36:31 PM

You don't often get email from david.stillwell.686061193@forgrassroots.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
David Stillwell 
126 Saranac Ave
Buffalo, NY 14216



From: kathy Stowell
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 1:40:03 PM

You don't often get email from kathy.stowell.696632288@foradvocacy.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-a

Regards, 
kathy Stowell 
6883 Deluxe Park
Cicero, NY 13039
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From: Dave Ringle
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 1:40:05 PM

You don't often get email from dave.ringle.217960429@grsdelivery.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Dave Ringle 
7113 Heather Rd
Macungie, PA 18062



From: Brenda Sanchez
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 1:40:21 PM

You don't often get email from brenda.sanchez.699548469@foradvocacy.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Brenda Sanchez 
120 Ballard Rd Trlr 26
Gansevoort, NY 12831



From: michael bocian
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 1:41:43 PM

You don't often get email from michael.bocian.499857909@grsdelivery.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
michael bocian 
48 Main St
Delhi, NY 13753



From: Lisa Pisano
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 1:57:59 PM

You don't often get email from lisa.pisano.280338088@sendgrassroots.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-a

Regards, 
Lisa Pisano 
272 Bay 19th St
Brooklyn, NY 11214
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From: Raymond Ross
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 2:02:17 PM

You don't often get email from raymond.ross.683577905@advocatesmessage.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Raymond Ross 
185 Old State Rd
Broadalbin, NY 12025



From: Martha Gifford
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 2:04:51 PM

You don't often get email from martha.gifford.699546911@grassrootsmessages.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. My late husband and I, NYS residents, spent many
weeks exploring and learning from this wonderful region. I look forward to spending more
time throughout the Park and introducing friends and younger family to its wonders.

However, proposed changes to the State Land Master Plan risk weakening the very protections
that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
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So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Martha Gifford 
187 Hicks St Apt 3A
Brooklyn, NY 11201



From: Richard Bodane
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 2:07:01 PM

You don't often get email from richard.bodane.456586529@advocacymessages.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Richard Bodane 
2302 Stuyvesant Dr
NY 12309



From: Don Young
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 2:07:56 PM

You don't often get email from don.young.112240929@grassrootsmessages.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-a

Regards, 
Don Young 
1 Oak Ln
Gloversville, NY 12078
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From: Karen Lamitie-King
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 2:17:40 PM

You don't often get email from karen.lamitieking.628264787@advocatefor.me. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Karen Lamitie-King 
1584 Webster St
Malone, NY 12953



From: Peter Newcomb
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 2:19:58 PM

You don't often get email from peter.newcomb.108772050@grassrootsmessages.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Peter Newcomb 
214 Algonquin Dr
Lake Placid, NY 12946



From: Joan Ragland
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 2:20:19 PM

You don't often get email from joan.ragland.699545985@advocatefor.me. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Joan Ragland 
113 Rosebud Dr
Syracuse, NY 13219



From: Roberta Smith
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 2:22:36 PM

You don't often get email from roberta.smith.285762749@advocatesmessage.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Roberta Smith 
328 Bradley Ave
Mt Vernon, NY 10552



From: Sarah Turck
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 2:25:58 PM

You don't often get email from sarah.turck.248144359@p2a.co. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Sarah Turck 
156 Mill Rd
Olivebridge, NY 12461



From: Moriah Englert
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 2:27:35 PM

You don't often get email from moriah.englert.775598252@p2a.co. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Moriah Englert 
517 Collyer St
Longmont, CO 80501



From: Jill Grundfest
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 2:31:30 PM

You don't often get email from jill.grundfest.699546038@p2a.co. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park, which I live pretty close to, is a national and NYS treasure, renowned
for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity, and vital role in combating climate change. Proposed
changes to the State Land Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the
Park’s ecosystems healthy and resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you.

Regards, 
Jill Grundfest 
1063 Co Hwy 25
Richfield Springs, NY 13439



From: Linda Bucklin
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 2:39:11 PM

You don't often get email from linda.bucklin.247187579@advocatefor.me. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Linda Bucklin 
43 Maple Ave
Lyndonville, NY 14098



From: Jennifer Reinert
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 2:53:54 PM

You don't often get email from jennifer.reinert.213519919@p2a.co. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Jennifer Reinert 
9 Pinehurst Dr
Marquette, MI 49855



From: Laurie Edelman
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 3:00:35 PM

You don't often get email from laurie.edelman.441781096@forgrassroots.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –

mailto:edelmanl@aol.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Laurie Edelman 
255 W 22nd St
New York, NY 10011



From: Barbara Reardon
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 3:04:43 PM

You don't often get email from barbara.reardon.500914650@grassrootsmessages.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Barbara Reardon 
5 Riverside Dr
Binghamton, NY 13905



From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Peter Benoit
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 3:08:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Peter Benoit
4 Waverly Place
Queensbury, NY 12804
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From: Virginia Donohue
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 3:12:51 PM

You don't often get email from virginia.donohue.246443692@forgrassroots.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-a

Regards, 
Virginia Donohue 
606 Lower Wright St
Hudson Falls, NY 12839
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From: Robert Weinberg
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 3:21:26 PM

You don't often get email from robert.weinberg.231036807@grsdelivery.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Robert Weinberg 
400 Leslie Dr
Hallandale Beach, FL 33009



From: Amy McNamara
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 3:32:10 PM

You don't often get email from amy.mcnamara.113182518@grsdelivery.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Amy McNamara 
72 Cold Spring Way
Westport, NY 12993



From: Steven Kessler
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 3:47:37 PM

You don't often get email from steven.kessler.291911007@foradvocacy.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Steven Kessler 
500 Mamaroneck Ave Ste 320
Harrison, NY 10528



From: Doug Davis
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 3:56:42 PM

You don't often get email from doug.davis.730343415@p2a.co. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Doug Davis 
138 White Birch Ln
Indian Lake, NY 12842



From: Nancy Bergman
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 4:10:47 PM

You don't often get email from nancy.bergman.150687445@grsdelivery.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Nancy Bergman 
4000 Desert Broom Ct
Las Cruces, NM 88011



From: Pierrette Chagnon
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 4:21:59 PM

You don't often get email from pierrette.chagnon.775602832@grassrootsmessages.com. Learn why this is
important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
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the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Pierrette Chagnon 
1800 Rue Bercy, apt.1602D
NY 10001



From: Leah Hallow
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 4:25:13 PM

You don't often get email from leah.hallow.281871003@foradvocacy.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Leah Hallow 
20 Water Grant St
Yonkers, NY 10701



From: Kurt Wildermuth
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 4:28:16 PM

You don't often get email from kurt.wildermuth.584141214@forgrassroots.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Kurt Wildermuth 
349 E 49th St
New York, NY 10017



From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of marcia Bateson
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 5:02:16 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

marcia Bateson
10 Gracie Square
New York, NY 10028-8031
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From: Laurie Wright
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 5:22:27 PM

You don't often get email from laurie.wright.775605334@forgrassroots.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Laurie Wright 
80 Walnut St
Gloversville, NY 12078



From: Ellen Collins
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 5:35:09 PM

You don't often get email from ellen.collins.234051410@advocatefor.me. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Ellen Collins 
81 Intervale Wy
Lake Placid, NY 12946



From: sarahbstewart@yahoo.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: SLMP Amendment Comments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 5:35:49 PM

You don't often get email from sarahbstewart@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Please keep wilderness wild and without any motorized vehicles! This is what wildlife
needs and hikers, photographers, and many others want and what is in the clear
intention of the Wilderness Act!
Thank you for your attention to our comments.
Sincerely, The Stewart Family 

mailto:sarahbstewart@yahoo.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: hollandstewart@yahoo.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 5:37:38 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Mary A Stewart, hollandstewart@yahoo.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Mary A Stewart
 Email from: hollandstewart@yahoo.com
 Address: 6285 Bernhard Ave. Richmond CA 94805
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 Please keep wilderness wild and without any motorized vehicles! This is what wildlife needs and hikers,
photographers, and many others want and what is in the clear intention of the Wilderness Act!
Thank you for appreciating our comments.

mailto:noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
mailto:hollandstewart@yahoo.com


From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: csemptyhand@yahoo.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 5:39:23 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Chris Stewart, csemptyhand@yahoo.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Chris Stewart
 Email from: csemptyhand@yahoo.com
 Address: 885 32 Ave. San Francisco California 94121
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 Please keep wilderness wild and without any motorized vehicles! This is what wildlife needs and hikers,
photographers, and many others want and what is in the clear intention of the Wilderness Act!
Thank you.

mailto:noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
mailto:csemptyhand@yahoo.com


From: Stephen Mudrick
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 5:41:12 PM

You don't often get email from stephen.mudrick.281770807@yourconstituent.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –

mailto:jandsmudrick@msn.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Stephen Mudrick 
1015 Prospect St
Columbia, MO 65203



From: JoAnn Pedersen
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 5:41:50 PM

You don't often get email from joann.pedersen.699541736@grassrootsmessages.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-a

Regards, 
JoAnn Pedersen 
2 Nelson Dr
Monroe, NY 10950

mailto:joannpedersen@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Michael Rosenberg
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 5:49:32 PM

You don't often get email from michael.rosenberg.247581409@advocacymessages.com. Learn why this is
important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken

mailto:mrdds@mindspring.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Michael Rosenberg 
32 W 83rd St Apt 6
New York, NY 10024



From: Heidi Kohn
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 5:56:09 PM

You don't often get email from heidi.kohn.276336913@p2a.co. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –

mailto:heidikohn@yahoo.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Heidi Kohn 
140 Cadman Plz W
Brooklyn, NY 11201



From: Jesse Counterman
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 6:06:46 PM

You don't often get email from jesse.counterman.218045091@advocatesmessage.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –

mailto:jessecount09@live.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Jesse Counterman 
1801 33rd St
Sioux City, IA 51104



From: Georgia Jones
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 6:09:08 PM

You don't often get email from georgia.jones.699550367@grassrootsmessages.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –

mailto:georgia11@roadrunner.com
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https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Georgia Jones 
8 Grandview Ave
Lake Placid, NY 12946



From: Irene Murray
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 6:15:17 PM

You don't often get email from irene.murray.699552482@grsdelivery.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –

mailto:irene.peace09@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Irene Murray 
2222 New Scotland Rd
Voorheesville, NY 12186



From: Donald Swain
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 6:26:44 PM

You don't often get email from donald.swain.775607828@advocacymessages.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –

mailto:e0690847@gmail.com
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Donald Swain 
7797 rt. 28 Indian Laqke Road
Indian Lake, NY 12842



From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: nivag905@gmail.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 6:27:27 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Gavin Nichols, nivag905@gmail.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Gavin Nichols
 Email from: nivag905@gmail.com
 Address:
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 More ski trails means more skiing which means more people coming to the Adirondacks and more money being
spent.

mailto:noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
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From: Lori Siemian
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 6:32:23 PM

You don't often get email from lori.siemian.699544779@yourconstituent.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-a

Regards, 
Lori Siemian 
39 Woodstead Rd
Ballston Lake, NY 12019

mailto:lsiemian@nycap.rr.com
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https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: Beichenlaub16@gmail.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 6:41:11 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Brett Eichenlaub, Beichenlaub16@gmail.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Brett Eichenlaub
 Email from: Beichenlaub16@gmail.com
 Address:
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 Hello,
I’m writing to express my support for the expansion of backcountry ski focused trails in the Adirondack Park.
Creating trails that are more ski welcome will create a safer experience for all winter trail enjoyers. Skiing on
narrow trails designed for hikers creates an opportunity for dangerous situations for people traveling by ski and on
foot. The narrow trails make it difficult or impossible at times for skiers to control speed. Combine this with limited
visibility down trail on many of the narrow trails and you have a recipe for a high speed collision.
Making trails more welcome to skiers will prevent future accidents, injuries, and save rescue resources.

Thank you for your time,

Brett Eichenlaub
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From: Sylvia Vidal
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 6:49:55 PM

You don't often get email from sylvia.vidal.775608917@advocatesmessage.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Sylvia Vidal 
115 Round Pond Brk Lp
Indian Lake, NY 12842



From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: owen.gandt@gmail.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 6:58:28 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Owen Gandt, owen.gandt@gmail.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Owen Gandt
 Email from: owen.gandt@gmail.com
 Address:
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 I am an avid skier and I believe that having more properly established backcountry ski trails in the Adirondacks will
be hugely beneficial. Wider ski trails will allow safer skiing, with improved line of sight and more traction time to
avoid obstacles and other people. Having safe skiing trails benefits not only skiers, but also hikers in the area who
could be in danger of a collision.
Many of the proposed ski trails in mature forests will be minimally impactful, as mature trees are spaced out at the
base, and only smaller, quicker-growing vegetation will need to be removed.
These ski trails can allow more people to ski in the Adirondacks without skiing in dangerous avalanche terrain
without proper training, an immediate recipe for tragedy.
As a college student, trying to safely share my love of skiing with my peers, the thought of more backcountry skiing
trails is very exciting; it can allow me and future students in my position to get others excited about backcountry
skiing in a safe way.
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From: John Catherine
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 7:03:32 PM

You don't often get email from john.catherine.230020517@grassrootsmessages.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
John Catherine 
132 E 35th St
New York, NY 10016



From: Victor Calamaro
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 7:15:44 PM

You don't often get email from victor.calamaro.500754513@foradvocacy.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Victor Calamaro 
23 Davey Crescent
Rochester, NY 14624



From: Stephanie Christoff
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 7:34:15 PM

You don't often get email from stephanie.christoff.212409110@forgrassroots.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Stephanie Christoff 
30 Windsor Ter Apt 3C
White Plains, NY 10601



From: Alfred Frakes
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 7:38:09 PM

You don't often get email from alfred.frakes.311884636@advocacymessages.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-a

Regards, 
Alfred Frakes 
25 1st St
Port Kent, NY 12975
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From: Michael Kelly
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 7:51:40 PM

You don't often get email from michael.kelly.181006707@forgrassroots.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Michael Kelly 
1390 Co Rd 29
NY 12857



From: Julia Lefler
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 7:53:28 PM

You don't often get email from julia.lefler.775611454@yourconstituent.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Julia Lefler 
391 Grimsby Rd
Buffalo, NY 14223



From: Donald Charles
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 7:54:13 PM

You don't often get email from donald.charles.288986883@advocatefor.me. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Donald Charles 
1868 Bertram Rd
PA 19006



From: Martin Mandell
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 7:57:47 PM

You don't often get email from martin.mandell.775611580@yourconstituent.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Martin Mandell 
218 Cleveland Ln
Princeton, NJ 08540



From: Marty Bostic
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 8:11:28 PM

You don't often get email from marty.bostic.699541826@grassrootsmessages.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Marty Bostic 
1254 Amherst Ave
Los Angeles, CA 90025



From: Nancy Allen
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 8:22:31 PM

You don't often get email from nancy.allen.699548865@grassrootsmessages.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Nancy Allen 
181 Elka Park Rd
Elka Park, NY 12427



From: Charles Gadol
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 8:26:14 PM

You don't often get email from charles.gadol.699543608@foradvocacy.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Charles Gadol 
555 Plutarch Rd
Highland, NY 12528



From: Emily Castner
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 8:43:48 PM

You don't often get email from emily.castner.699547929@advocacymessages.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Emily Castner 
10 Briarwood Terrace
Worcester, MA 01606



From: Wally Hirsch
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Project APSLMP2024; Adirondack Park Agency ; Megan Phillips
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 9:24:41 PM

You don't often get email from wallyh1947@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

November 25, 2024

Ms. Megan Phillips
Adirondack Park Agency 
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, New York 12977

Dear Ms. Phillips:

I am a member of the Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance, the not-for-profit "friends group" that supports and promotes the
preservation of one of America's most hallowed grounds. 

I write to request that the APA insert an amendment to the State Land Use Master Plan to include the Lake George
Battlefield Park and Lake George Battleground Campground in the listing of State-owned facilities classified as “Historic ”
properties within the Adirondack Park. I  believe that a Historic classification will help protect these properties by minimizing
topographical alterations and preserving their scenic, natural, and open space attributes. The change in classification would
also facilitate the State’s enhanced stewardship of the property to reflect a prioritization based on historic preservation rather
than recreation. The location is a National Register of Historic Places-listed property referenced as the Lake George
Battlefield Park Historic District, and clearly meets eligibility requirements for the APA’s Historic classification.

These sites were the locations of key events during the French & Indian War and the American Revolution, are important
elements of our national heritage, and are deserving of the additional protections that the Historic designation will afford. 

Sincerely,

Wally Hirsch

145 Birdsall Rd

Queensbury, NY 12804

mailto:wallyh1947@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Deborah Beck
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 9:53:19 PM

You don't often get email from deborah.beck.628032487@advocatefor.me. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Deborah Beck 
400 Decatur Ave
Peekskill, NY 10566



From: Peter Rosenbaum
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 9:59:46 PM

You don't often get email from peter.rosenbaum.699551438@advocatesmessage.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.
Hopefully you will not give in to the pressure of financial and special interests and preserve
the forever wild concept for generations to come. Most likely you will cave in a little at a time.

Regards, 
Peter Rosenbaum 
19 Wilner Rd
Somers, NY 10589



From: Joy Keithline
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 10:00:48 PM

You don't often get email from joy.keithline.536275363@advocatefor.me. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Joy Keithline 
45 Montcalm Street
Glens Falls, NY 12801



From: Joan Lilly
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 10:06:45 PM

You don't often get email from joan.lilly.468118769@p2a.co. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Joan Lilly 
188 Morrison Rd
Westport, NY 12993



From: Elizabeth Henderson
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 10:08:20 PM

You don't often get email from elizabeth.henderson.316657499@foradvocacy.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –

mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=866490eba71b49ca8c8378b34fc4673a-elizabethhe
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Elizabeth Henderson 
63 Benton St
Rochester, NY 14620



From: Richard Gilbert
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 10:15:40 PM

You don't often get email from richard.gilbert.699541231@advocacymessages.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Richard Gilbert 
70 Harper St
Rochester, NY 14607



From: Gerald Kline
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 10:34:34 PM

You don't often get email from gerald.kline.218294194@p2a.co. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Gerald Kline 
215 E 68th St Apt 12X
New York, NY 10065



From: Jennifer Hogan
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Project APSLMP2024; Adirondack Park Agency ; Megan Phillips
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 10:39:40 PM

You don't often get email from jenhoganmurphy@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

November 24, 2024

Ms. Megan Phillips
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, New York 12977

Dear Ms. Phillips,

I am a member of the Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance, a group working to support and
promote the preservation of American history.

I am writing to request that the APA insert an amendment to the State Land Use Master Plan
to include the Lake George Battlefield Park and Lake George Battleground Campground in
the listing of state-owned facilities classified as "Historic" properties within Adirondack Park.

These sites - the Battlefield Park and Campground - were the locations of key events during
the French & Indian War and the American Revolution and, as such, call for care and
protection in preservation.

The "Historic" classification will help protect these properties by minimizing topographical
alterations and preserving the scenic open space attributes.  This designation - a change - will
facilitate the State's stewardship of the property as historic.

The location is a National Register of Historic Places-listed property referenced as The Lake
George Battlefield Park Historic District, and meets the eligibility requirements for the APA's
Historic classification.

Thanks for your time, consideration and care in support of preserving important locations,
integral to understanding American history fully.

Best,
Jennifer Hogan, PhD

JEN HOGAN
jenhoganmurphy@gmail.com
917 364 9139
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From: cecilia seabrook
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 10:40:11 PM

You don't often get email from cecilia.seabrook.282041319@grassrootsmessages.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
cecilia seabrook 
1323 Post Oak Ct
Crest Hill, IL 60403



From: jennifer schultz
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, November 24, 2024 11:09:46 PM

You don't often get email from jennifer.schultz.246547327@advocatesmessage.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-a

Regards, 
jennifer schultz 
56 Edgebrook Estates
Cheektowaga, NY 14227
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From: Lee Politis
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Monday, November 25, 2024 12:11:23 AM

You don't often get email from lee.politis.316707529@p2a.co. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Lee Politis 
533 Rookwood Dr
Charlottesville, VA 22903



From: Irwin D Nathanson
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: John DiNuzzo
Subject: Project APSLMP2024; Adirondack Park Agency Attention Megan Phillips
Date: Monday, November 25, 2024 12:36:15 AM

You don't often get email from irwindnathanson@fastmail.fm. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Phillips:

When I left my job in the U.K. in 2005 and returned to the U.S, my wife and I chose to
live in Diamond Point on Lake George.  We selected this location for several reasons.
A main reason, of course, was the pristine lake, the wonderful mountains, the clean
air…nature in general.  But another major reason was the historical heritage of the
area…the links with our Colonial heritage, the lasting impacts, even today, of the
French & Indian War and the Revolutionary War.  We recently moved to Ventura
County, California to be near our only children and to our only grandchild.  But it is
difficult to express how much we miss Lake George and the Adirondacks! 

 
One of the ways we are trying to maintain links to the area is through membership in
the Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance, the not-for-profit "friends group" that
supports and promotes the preservation of one of America's most hallowed grounds. 

 
I am writing to request that the APA insert an amendment to the State Land Use
Master Plan to include the Lake George Battlefield Park and Lake George
Battleground Campground in the listing of State-owned facilities classified as “Historic
” properties within the Adirondack Park. I  believe that a Historic classification will help
protect these properties by minimizing topographical alterations and preserving their
scenic, natural, and open space attributes. The change in classification would also
further the State’s enhanced stewardship of the property to reflect a prioritization
based on historic preservation rather than recreation. The location is a National
Register of Historic Places-listed property,  referenced as the Lake George Battlefield
Park Historic District, and clearly meets eligibility requirements for the APA’s Historic
classification.

 
These sites were the locations of key events during the French & Indian War and the
American Revolution, are important elements of our national heritage, and are
deserving of the additional protections that the Historic designation will afford. 

 
Please do everything you can to make this happen.

Thanks for listening!

mailto:irwindnathanson@fastmail.fm
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
mailto:jpdinuzzo@gmail.com
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


Yours truly,

Irwin D. Nathanson
Captain, USNR-RET



From: Rebecca Reynolds
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Monday, November 25, 2024 12:56:52 AM

You don't often get email from rebecca.reynolds.282041841@forgrassroots.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-a

Regards, 
Rebecca Reynolds 
402B Metuchen Dr
Monroe Township, NJ 08831
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From: David Bryan
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Monday, November 25, 2024 2:47:02 AM

You don't often get email from david.bryan.306585779@yourconstituent.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

As a former 15-year resident of NY who loves the Adirondack Park...

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
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complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
David Bryan 
16645 Shoal Rd
Lewes, DE 19958



From: Stephanie Slaymaker
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Monday, November 25, 2024 4:14:45 AM

You don't often get email from stephanie.slaymaker.533355583@foradvocacy.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Stephanie Slaymaker 
65 County Rte 23B
Constantia, NY 13044



From: Steve Crase
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Monday, November 25, 2024 4:58:27 AM

You don't often get email from steve.crase.218069734@sendgrassroots.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-a

Regards, 
Steve Crase 
100 Pleasant Pl
Antioch, CA 94509
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From: robert getman
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Monday, November 25, 2024 5:24:13 AM

You don't often get email from robert.getman.122054277@grsdelivery.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
robert getman 
1699 Bear Creek Rd
Woodgate, NY 13494



From: Amy Petro
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Monday, November 25, 2024 5:38:31 AM

You don't often get email from amy.petro.433510374@sendgrassroots.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Amy Petro 
3 Frank St
Rexford, NY 12148



From: Margaret Schimmelpfennig
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Monday, November 25, 2024 5:47:39 AM

You don't often get email from margaret.schimmelpfennig.315399631@yourconstituent.com. Learn why this is
important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
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the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Margaret Schimmelpfennig 
95 Rhynders Rd
Staatsburg, NY 12580



From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: kelschmb@clarkson.edu
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Monday, November 25, 2024 6:29:07 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Megan Kelsch, kelschmb@clarkson.edu" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Megan Kelsch
 Email from: kelschmb@clarkson.edu
 Address: 10 Clarkson University Potsdam NEW YORK 13699-6816
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 Hello,

As a backcountry skier getting into skiing in the Adirondacks, it would be super helpful to expand the widths of our
trail. It will minimize the bushwhacking impact that backcountry skiers currently have to take to ski in the
Adirondacks, which therefore would reduce overall impact. There have also been personal situations in which my
group and I have been in risky situations while trying to ski out of the woods, including slides, for lack of a cut path
or lack of path clearance. These can both cause injury. It would be amazing to have more accessibility to this
wonderful aspect of the outdoors and yet another way to enjoy the Adirondacks.

Thank you!
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From: Roger Mitchell
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Monday, November 25, 2024 6:34:46 AM

You don't often get email from roger.mitchell.775628528@forgrassroots.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Roger Mitchell 
120 Jasper Haselton Rd
Jay, NY 12941



From: Philip Terrie
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Monday, November 25, 2024 6:48:32 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

Please! Do not provide for any increase of motorized access to the Forest Preserve. I care about the rights of New
York’s disabled, but no one is guaranteed by law access to a wilderness area. I used bushwhack all over the
Adirondack backcountry. I’m now 76 and can’t get to places where I used to camp. I would never ask for the state to
drive me into the Sewards. Any increase in motorized access to the Forest Preserve is a violation of the letter and the
spirit of Article 14.

Sincerely,

Philip Terrie <pterrie@bgsu.edu>
115 Northview Rd
Ithaca, NY 14850
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From: Allen Ditch
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Monday, November 25, 2024 7:32:37 AM

You don't often get email from allen.ditch.127644772@advocatesmessage.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Allen Ditch 
38 Front St
Wanakena, NY 13695



From: Michael Castiglioni
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Monday, November 25, 2024 7:52:23 AM

You don't often get email from michael.castiglioni.699550754@grassrootsmessages.com. Learn why this is
important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
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the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Michael Castiglioni 
15 Kenilworth Dr
Clinton, CT 06413



From: Michael Cote
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Monday, November 25, 2024 8:06:20 AM

You don't often get email from michael.cote.699546542@yourconstituent.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Michael Cote 
169 Verbena Ave
Floral Park, NY 11001



From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: adkmtnman@hotmail.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Monday, November 25, 2024 8:07:13 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Nelson L Miller, adkmtnman@hotmail.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Nelson L Miller
 Email from: adkmtnman@hotmail.com
 Address: 175 Gurney Lane, Queensbury, New York 12804 NY 12804
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

  I would like to see the APA:
    1. amend the definition of ski trail so that wider " backcountry " skiing trails can be constructed and maintained. 
The popularity of backcountry skiing has increased greatly in recent years and more suitable terraine is needed.
Trails that are wider or "brushed out" on steeper terraine will NOT damage the wilderness character of the forest.
    2. amend the policy on bridge construction in Wilderness to allow for the use of materials ( such as glu-lams or
cables) that allow for sufficient span to cross rivers that currently, or in the future when certain " grandfathered "
bridges need to be replaced, are uncrossable.  A few examples that come to mind are:
    a. West Stony Creek near Benson on the NPT (not wilderness but still NO BRIDGE!)
    b. The East Branch Sacandaga in the Siamese Ponds Wilderness- 3 separate locations, two currently have  bridges
which will someday need replacement. The third, where the Botheration Pond loop crosses the E. Branch, has no
bridge and is frequently unsafe to cross.
    c. The Cold River Bridge on the NPT near Shattiuck Clearing ( cable bridge)
    d. The Moose Pond Outlet bridge near Shattuck Clearing on the NPT ( cable bridge)
    e. The Opalescent River near Tahawus on the approach to Allen Mountain.
    THERE ARE MORE!

Allowing for safe foot trail access does NOT damage the wilderness character of the forest. To the contrary, better
access to areas outside the High Peaks Wilderness will reduce pressure on that area.
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From: ED MCQUATE
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Monday, November 25, 2024 8:11:58 AM

You don't often get email from ed.mcquate.108772212@forgrassroots.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
ED MCQUATE 
37 Lambert Dr
Queensbury, NY 12804



From: Christopher Gorayeb
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Monday, November 25, 2024 8:32:55 AM

You don't often get email from christopher.gorayeb.775636385@foradvocacy.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –

mailto:cjgorayeb@gmail.com
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https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Christopher Gorayeb 
100 William St
New York, NY 10038



From: Tracie McGill
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Monday, November 25, 2024 8:40:17 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-a

Regards, 
Tracie McGill 
51 Corlear Dr
Willsboro, NY 12996

mailto:tracie@callidusinc.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: Nancy Hawley
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Project APSLMP2024; Adirondack Park Agency ; Megan Phillips
Date: Monday, November 25, 2024 9:05:21 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Philips,

I am a member of the Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance, the not-for-profit "friends group" 
that supports and promotes the preservation of one of America's most hallowed grounds.  I 
am also a member of a founding family of Lake George who has celebrated and sought to 
preserve the unique heritage of our hometown through art and conservation.

I am requesting the APA insert an amendment to the State Land Use Master Plan to include the 
Lake George Battlefield Park and Lake George Battleground Campground in the listing of 
State-owned facilities classified as “Historic ” properties within the Adirondack Park. A 
Historic classification will help protect these properties by minimizing topographical 
alterations and preserving their scenic, natural, and open space attributes. The change in 
classification would also facilitate the State’s enhanced stewardship of the property to reflect 
a prioritization based on historic preservation rather than recreation. The location is a National 
Register of Historic Places-listed property referenced as the Lake George Battlefield Park 
Historic District, and clearly meets eligibility requirements for the APA’s Historic 
classification.

These sites were the locations of key events during the French & Indian War and the American 
Revolution, are important elements of our national heritage, and are deserving of the 
additional protections that the Historic designation will afford. 

Sincerely,

Nancy Hawley

mailto:nancyhawley2000@gmail.com
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From: Linda Grasse-Murray
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Monday, November 25, 2024 9:06:55 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

mailto:lindagrassemurray@gmail.com
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Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Linda Grasse-Murray 
764 Oswegatchie Trail Rd
Oswegatchie, NY 13670



From: stephanie ashenfelder
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Monday, November 25, 2024 9:25:27 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

mailto:stephaniejoash@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
stephanie ashenfelder 
435 Williams Rd
Henrietta, NY 14467



From: Gerald Walsh
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Monday, November 25, 2024 9:40:46 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

mailto:laxbears@comcast.net
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Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Gerald Walsh 
26 Hillcrest Ave
Brewster, NY 10509



From: Lorraine Beals
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Monday, November 25, 2024 10:06:24 AM

You don't often get email from lorraine.beals.699557108@forgrassroots.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Lorraine Beals 
527 Miller Rd
East Greenbush, NY 12061



From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: richardlewit@gmail.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Monday, November 25, 2024 10:11:05 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Richard Lewit, richardlewit@gmail.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Richard Lewit
 Email from: richardlewit@gmail.com
 Address: 12572
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 I am writing to oppose the use of motorized vehicles in designated wilderness areas. It's a terrible paradox that the
desire to drive inclusiveness would destroy the very thing that makes wilderness ares attractive.

The purpose of wilderness is provide a refuge for people and the natural world that is unobtainable anywhere else.
Allowing motorized vehicles in wilderness areas is like bringing a stroboscope to a dark sky reserve.

I am for much greater inclusiveness in our society, but we must find the proper balance between inclusion and
access to wilderness, which by definition is a place to be free of the intrusions of modern life. Please let us work for
greater access in other areas of the Park which can and should accommodate people with special needs. But if we
can't provide access without destroying the very essence of wilderness, then the place should remain wild.

Thank you.

mailto:noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
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From: Emily McCarthy
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Project APSLMP 2024; APA; Megan Phillips
Date: Monday, November 25, 2024 10:26:01 AM

[You don't often get email from emilymccarthy125@gmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Phillips:
   My name is Emily McCarthy. I am a member of the Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance and a lifetime member
of the Warren County Historical Society.
    I have been visiting the Battlefield Park and learning the French & Indian War history of this area since I was a
young child. I have chosen to remain in the Queensbury-Lake George area and raise my kids here because I love the
rich history and traditions that the greater Lake George region embodies. With that being said, I do believe the
Battlefield Park and Campground should be classified as “historic” properties within the Adirondack Park. I have
noticed over the years that some of the statues and memorials within the Battlefield Park have suffered some
deterioration that demote the aesthetic quality and the educational value of the Battlefield Park. For those reasons, I
believe that the Park and the structures within the Park should be given the same care and maintenance as other
historic properties within the APA. Given the key events that occurred within the Battlefield Park and Campground,
these properties clearly deserve to be maintained as historic properties.
      Thank you very much and I appreciate your time, care, and consideration on this important matter.
Sincerely,
Emily McCarthy

mailto:emilymccarthy125@gmail.com
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From: Janet Harmon
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Monday, November 25, 2024 10:27:58 AM

You don't often get email from janet.harmon.213052098@p2a.co. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Janet Harmon 
97 Fort Washington Ave Apt 5F
New York, NY 10032



From: George Gacheny
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Monday, November 25, 2024 10:33:03 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

mailto:gachman@yahoo.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
George Gacheny 
118 Owens Rd
Goshen, NY 10924



From: Joanne Wirth
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Monday, November 25, 2024 10:37:41 AM

You don't often get email from joanne.wirth.218777017@foradvocacy.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Joanne Wirth 
14 Wessels Ln
Edinburg, NY 12134



From: Joanne Filkins
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Monday, November 25, 2024 10:51:22 AM

You don't often get email from joanne.filkins.775741586@advocatesmessage.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

Although I now live in Kentucky, I grew up in New York State and visit a couple of times a
year.

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
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So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Joanne Filkins 
40503



From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: Mia.greco2@gmail.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Monday, November 25, 2024 11:21:47 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Mia Greco, Mia.greco2@gmail.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Mia Greco
 Email from: Mia.greco2@gmail.com
 Address:
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 Increasing the number of ski trails makes it safer for hikers and better on the vegetation
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From: Seth Akabas
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Monday, November 25, 2024 11:27:44 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-a

Regards, 
Seth Akabas 
245 W 107th St
New York, NY 10025
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Carrie Sawtell
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Monday, November 25, 2024 12:20:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Carrie Sawtell
20 Barn Hill Rd
Bloomfield, CT 06002
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From: Marie Zwicker
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Monday, November 25, 2024 12:26:50 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

mailto:wolfspiritm@gmail.com
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Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Marie Zwicker 
3102 Reo Ln
Palm Springs, FL 33461



From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: Dturnernyc@yahoo.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Monday, November 25, 2024 1:40:58 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, David Turner, Dturnernyc@yahoo.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: David Turner
 Email from: Dturnernyc@yahoo.com
 Address: 9 Snug Harbor Ln Queensbury NY 12804
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 There should be a definition of ‘backcountry skiiing’ trails which allows for wider trails than what is now I think
called ‘cross country’ ski trails.

Purchasing Whitney Park should be number one priority.
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From: Jessica Bosco
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Monday, November 25, 2024 1:59:56 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

mailto:jessybosco33@gmail.com
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Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Jessica Bosco 
28 Lesperance Ln
Malone, NY 12953



From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of kathryn@ktpt.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Monday, November 25, 2024 2:54:20 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Kathryn Taylor
37 Beechwood Dr
Burnt Hills, NY 12027
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From: Alexander Augsburg
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Monday, November 25, 2024 3:54:53 PM

You don't often get email from alexander.augsburg.775970302@grassrootsmessages.com. Learn why this is
important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
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the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Alexander Augsburg 
1675 Benson Rd
Northville, NY 12134



From: Gina Obrien
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Monday, November 25, 2024 4:41:01 PM

You don't often get email from gina.obrien.215747464@foradvocacy.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Gina Obrien 
202 Jennifer Ln
Bastrop, TX 78602



From: charles gardner
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Monday, November 25, 2024 5:05:44 PM

You don't often get email from charles.gardner.536274977@p2a.co. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-a

Regards, 
charles gardner 
1730 Penfield Rd
Penfield, NY 14526
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From: Roger Gray
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Monday, November 25, 2024 5:44:02 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Roger Gray <rtg50@aol.com>
224 Jay Street
Albany, NY 12210
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From: Lee Jamison
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Monday, November 25, 2024 6:57:02 PM

You don't often get email from lee.jamison.311669293@advocatesmessage.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Lee Jamison 
18 Riverview St
Stuyvesant, NY 12173



From: Emily Mashburn
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Monday, November 25, 2024 7:14:13 PM

You don't often get email from emily.mashburn.686070328@p2a.co. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Emily Mashburn 
259 Glenwood Drive
Saranac Lake, NY 12983



From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of kim@kimclune.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Monday, November 25, 2024 7:48:15 PM

[You don't often get email from kim@kimclune.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Kim Clune
167 Curtis Hill Rd.
East Nassau, NY 12062
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From: Connie and Lee Farrington
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Project APSLMP2024; Adirondack Park Agency ; Megan Phillips
Date: Monday, November 25, 2024 8:38:59 PM

You don't often get email from connieandlee@roadrunner.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Greetings,
 
I am an 84 year old widow who was raised in the Lake George area and still live there. I
recently learned that the Lake George Battlefield Park and Lake George Battleground
Campground are not currently designated by the APA as “Historic” properties. I am very sad
to hear that and hope the change in designation will occur as soon as possible. Although this
location may serve some recreational purpose, that is certainly not its primary function.
 
I am a member of the Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance because it promotes and
preserves this area that was of great significance in both the French and Indian War and the
Revolutionary War.
 
I look forward to hearing that the APA has made this change to better protect all the hard work
that has been done to make this historic area available to the public.
 
Sincerely,
Connie Harris Farrington
1780 Ridge Road
Queensbury, NY 12804
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From: Maurice Grefe
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Monday, November 25, 2024 8:58:26 PM

You don't often get email from maurice.grefe.628829438@grassrootsmessages.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Maurice Grefe 
1064 Franklin Ave
The Bronx, NY 10456



From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Robert Hedderman
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Monday, November 25, 2024 9:30:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Robert Hedderman
56 North Helderberg Parkway
Slingerlands, NY 12159
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From: Carlo Gervasi
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Monday, November 25, 2024 9:59:34 PM

You don't often get email from carlo.gervasi.615603766@advocatesmessage.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Carlo Gervasi 
7014 Eliot Ave Apt 3B
Middle Village, NY 11379



From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of cohen@rockefeller.edu
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Monday, November 25, 2024 11:32:16 PM

[You don't often get email from cohen@rockefeller.edu. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

JOEL COHEN
50 Bitterman Rd
West Shokan, NY 12494
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From: Vanessa Escamilla
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Tuesday, November 26, 2024 4:22:53 AM

You don't often get email from vanessa.escamilla.776585840@yourconstituent.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Vanessa Escamilla 
1222 N Olive Dr
West Hollywood, CA 90069



From: Phillip Connor
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Tuesday, November 26, 2024 7:40:39 AM

You don't often get email from phillip.connor.699541844@p2a.co. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –

mailto:philconn12@aol.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Phillip Connor 
30 Waterview Dr
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866



From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Julie Wahlin
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 26, 2024 8:48:14 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Julie Wahlin
233 Cemetery Rd
Richmond, VT 05477
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From: Marcy Neville
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Tuesday, November 26, 2024 9:14:15 AM

You don't often get email from marcy.neville.699547965@advocacymessages.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Marcy Neville 
2152 NY-73
Keene Valley, NY 12943



From: Phyllis Spinner
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Tuesday, November 26, 2024 9:44:50 AM

You don't often get email from phyllis.spinner.776595326@advocacymessages.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Phyllis Spinner 
53 Elm St
Dolgeville, NY 13329



From: Walter Linck
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Proposed APSLMP revisions
Date: Tuesday, November 26, 2024 9:44:55 AM

You don't often get email from walter.linck@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Phillips:

In following from my comments of 11/24, I'm also stymied to some extent by questions I still
have about another one of your proposed revisions... that being the addition of the following
language concerning the APSLMP's "prescribed" carrying capacity assessments under the
section titled, "Unit Management Plan Development": 

"Levels of time and resources to fulfill this commitment should be proportional to the
significance of impacts."  

Now,  "prescribed," in the context of governmental law and regulation, I understand to be a
strong word, constituting a "thou shall" type of directive that laws, regulations and the like are
typically full of (along with, of course, "thou shall not" type of directives).  Within the
APSLMP, one of the strongest - and probably, actually, THE strongest - prescribed concern
and related set of actions is in regard to carrying capacity of water bodies, set forth at great
length a number of pages prior to your proposed new language.  It reads:

 "The water resources of the Adirondacks are critical to the integrity of the Park.  The
protection of the major watersheds of the state was a major reason for the creation of the
forest preserve and continues to be of significant importance. Waters, particularly lakes and
ponds, have their carrying capacity from a physical, biological and social standpoint just as
do tracts of public or private land.  The use made of state waters also has a direct impact on
adjacent land holdings.

A genuine need exists to insure that the scale and intensity of water-oriented uses are
consistent with uses of adjoining state and private lands and the general character of the
Park, particularly so far as the type, speed and number of boats are concerned.

A comprehensive study of Adirondack lakes and ponds should be conducted by the
Department of Environmental Conservation to determine each water body's capacity to
withstand various uses, particularly motorized uses and to maintain and enhance its
biological natural and aesthetic qualities.  First emphasis should be given to major lakes and
ponds totally surrounded by state land and to those on which state intensive use facilities exist
or may be proposed.  The importance of the quality of these resources cannot be
overemphasized."

I note that you have not proposed any new language, here, to qualify (lessen in scope or
emphasis) this particularly strong prescription in any way, which would have me think it is
meant to continue to stand.  But I also have to note, again, your proposed new language (as
I've quoted it, above) and that you propose it to be inserted into the section that is entirely
devoted to DEC staff's development of unit management plans, which are (by the APSLMP
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and the APA Act) supposed to be entirely devoted to carrying out management that is guided
and prescribed by the APSLMP, rather than changing that management.  So I am left with
this especially important question for you:

Is it your intention to allow DEC staff to make decisions during the unit management
planning process (the lead drafters of these plans typically having been educated only in
forestry) that can serve to qualify (lessen in scope or emphasis) the extensive and
emphatic carrying-capacity-of-water-bodies assessment prescription I've quoted, above...
this to be based on their own (presumably very quick) assessment of many different
types of recreational use impacts, combined with considerations regarding budget and
staffing?  

If so, would all of that APSLMP language (above) anymore truly be a prescription?  And why
would you not, also or instead, revise some of that prior language to properly indicate it would
now be considered less important than in the past?  And are there not any other issues that unit
management plans must address by APSLMP prescriptions, guidelines or criteria that might
also be lessened in scope or emphasis for the same reasons (i.e. why is it that only carrying
capacity assessments are so addressed)?  I can think of other questions and many problems
with this that I would want to comment further on, but without clarity from you I feel like I
just can't and shouldn't go any further at this time.

Thank you,

Walt



From: Jimmy Cunningham
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Input
Date: Tuesday, November 26, 2024 10:09:14 AM

You don't often get email from adkjmic@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Good morning,

I am submitting the following public comment regarding the updating of the State Land
Master Plan. The APA Public Comment webpage was not working properly and didn't submit
my original comment. See below:

Backcountry skiing has exploded in popularity the past 25 years, especially in the
Adirondacks. I urge the APA to consider using the language "backcountry skiing" as opposed
to "cross-country skiing" when updating the upcoming State Land Master Plan. Likewise, the
width of ski trails (in Wilderness and Wild Forest areas) should further be defined by the APA
and the NYSDEC, so skiers can safely navigate steep terrain. 
The Adirondacks in general is way behind the ball with consideration to outdoor recreation
trends when it comes to user policy with land management. Consider the organization
"RASTA - Rochester Area Sports Trail Alliance" in Vermont, for example. The obvious
glaring difference with RASTA backcountry ski area design is the use of USFS land. In our
area, state Wilderness policies wouldn't quite allow this type of open-woods ski design
(without major changes to policies), however, we could at least widen our ski trails. 
Backcountry skiing is going anywhere. It's exploded in the same way mountain biking has.
This is an opportunity for our area to recognize the outdoor participation trends and also
benefit locally with our economy. 

Thank you,
Jimmy Cunningham
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Linda Neil
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 26, 2024 11:22:15 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Linda Neil
1853 Eastern Parkway
Schenectady , NY 12309
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From: Matthew Simpson
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: macdonaldm@nyassembly.gov
Subject: "Project APSLMP2024; Adirondack Park Agency
Date: Tuesday, November 26, 2024 12:52:44 PM
Attachments: image001.png

You don't often get email from simpsonm@nyassembly.gov. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Deputy Director Phillips,
 
I write to share my support for an additional amendment to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP) for inclusion of Lake George Battlefield Park (LGBP) and Lake George Battleground
Campgrounds (LGBC) as the sixth entity in the Park to carry a “Historic Use” designation. If
designated, these areas and their historical significance will ensure their place within the historical
identity of New York State and the founding of the United States of America remain preserved for
generations to come. 
 
The LGBP is home to several historically sensitive and relevant memorials dedicated to fallen
American military. The remains of four French and Indian War soldiers who perished in 1755 are
located on the knoll in the shadows of the Unknown Soldiers memorial honoring and their service.
Efforts are also underway for the property to be home to the "Repose of the Fallen" project, which is
a commemorative reinterment of 44 Continental soldiers and others who were discovered on a
construction site in 2019 in the Village of Lake George. These soldiers are believed to be among the
First Pennsylvania Battalion who perished at the smallpox hospital at Lake George in 1776. This
project was approved by both the Adirondack Park Agency (APA) and the New York State
Department of Environmental Conservation. It has also garnered support from both houses of the
State Legislature, the United States Army Office of Cemeteries, and current United States Senate
Majority Leader, Charles Schumer.
 
The state-run Lake George Battleground Campground (LGBC) and Day Use Areas are in the vicinity;
however, the requested amendment is not advocating for a change to or closure of these public
venues. The Historic classification will simply help protect the properties by minimizing
topographical alterations and preserving their scenic, natural, and open space resources. This
change will also limit the construction of new structures and proposals to develop additional uses
that could be considered a threat to the critical historic resource.
 
The request is a critical step to ensure the legacy of soldiers that fought for our freedom is preserved
forever. I thank you for your due consideration of this request and am available to further discuss its
merit upon your request.
 
 
Matthew Simpson

114th District Representative
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New York State Assembly
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From: Lauren Roberts
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Project APSLMP2024; Adirondack Park Agency ; Megan Phillips
Date: Tuesday, November 26, 2024 1:58:56 PM
Attachments: Outlook-2vl53y4q.png

You don't often get email from lroberts@saratogacountyny.gov. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

As the Saratoga County Historian, I am a supporter of the Lake George Battlefield Park
Alliance, the not-for-profit "friends group" that supports and promotes the preservation
of one of America's most hallowed grounds.
  I am requesting that the APA insert an amendment to the State Land Use Master Plan to
include the Lake George Battlefield Park and Lake George Battleground Campground in
the listing of state-owned facilities classified as such.
I  believe that a Historic classification will help protect these properties by minimizing
topographical alterations and preserving their scenic, natural, and open space
attributes. The change in classification would also facilitate the State’s enhanced
stewardship of the property to reflect a prioritization based on historic preservation
rather than recreation. The location is a National Register of Historic Places-listed
property referenced as the Lake George Battlefield Park Historic District, and clearly
meets eligibility requirements for the APA’s Historic classification.

These sites were the locations of key events during the French & Indian War and the
American Revolution, are important elements of our national heritage, and are deserving
of the additional protections that the Historic designation will afford.
Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Lauren Roberts
Saratoga County Historian

Lauren Roberts
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Saratoga County Historian

Chair, Saratoga 250th Commission
40 McMaster Street
Ballston Spa, NY 12020               
(518) 884-4749
lroberts@saratogacountyny.gov

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE -- This email is intended only for the person(s) named in the
message header. Unless otherwise indicated, it contains information that is confidential,
privileged and/or exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you have received this
message in error, please notify the sender of the error and delete the message. This message
(including any attachments) may contain confidential, proprietary, privileged and/or private
information. The information is intended to be for the use of the individual or entity
designated above. If you are not the intended recipient of this message, please notify the
sender immediately, and delete the message and any attachments. Any disclosure,
reproduction, distribution or other use of this message or any attachments by an individual or
entity other than the intended recipient is prohibited. Thank you.



From: Gerri Groff
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Project APSLMP2024; Adirondack Park Agency ; Megan Phillips
Date: Tuesday, November 26, 2024 2:16:36 PM

You don't often get email from gerrigroff@hotmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Megan,

I am a supporter of the Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance and am writing to request that
the APA insert an amendment to the State Land Use Master Plan to include the Lake George
Battlefield Park and Lake George Battleground Campground in the listing of State-owned
facilities classified as “Historic ” properties within the Adirondack Park. I believe that a Historic
classification will help protect these properties.  I feel that the sculptures and memorials need
attention, lighting, signage and restoration for continued generations to appreciate the
significance of the history of the Battlefield.

Sincerely,
Gerri Groff
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of John Bledsoe
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 26, 2024 3:32:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

John Bledsoe
24 Roosevelt Ave
Glens Falls, NY 12801
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: loradk@mac.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Tuesday, November 26, 2024 4:28:41 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Lorraine Duvall, loradk@mac.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Lorraine Duvall
 Email from: loradk@mac.com
 Address: 50 McDonald Lane Keene NY 12942
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 APA Accessibility Letter
     I fear that opening Forest Preserve lands to the proposed motorized mobility devices is a pandora’s box. We first
need to determine how disabled persons currently find solitude and experience the wildness now.  Changing the
Forever Wild clause of the New York State Constitution and the Guidelines for Management and Use for each of the
land classifications in the Master Plan is a big deal. There are already plenty of opportunities for persons with
disabilities to experience the wildness in the Adirondack Park, without the need to allow Power Driven Mobility
Devices into our sacred lands and waters.
      As an aging woman (I am now 86) having lived in the Adirondacks for 24 years, my interest in providing access
to those of us less able than we were years past, is one of caution. We do not want to degrade the lands and waters
we love.
     I am an avid paddler of our lakes, ponds, and rivers. In my almost 10-year-old book, In Praise of Quiet Waters:
Finding Solitude and Adventure in the Wild Adirondacks, I write about accessibility to these waters for me and my
canoe buddies, such as:
     "As my friends and I age, or ability to explore wild waters has changed. We choose a paddling excursion          
with easy access to the water body, or a road or trail where we can use our canoe dollies transport our boats. Most
recently we’ve hired guides to assist us. Helpful friends and strangers are often a godsend on our trips."
     Ten years later, our ability has lessened. It is much more difficult to carry our lightweight solo canoes and
maneuver around obstacles while entering and exiting the water.  We now drive to launch sites with beach access to
the water, on roads available to all, or with CP-3 permits. I have taken advantage this summer to utilize my CP-3
permit to drive to areas more readily available to those less able.
     I’ve studied paddling books and websites, including the DEC accessibility resources. Thankfully, many
accessible waters are already there for us paddlers. Launch sites and access roads already driveable to those who are
wheelchair bound, without the need for OPDMDs. I fear that opening the lands to the proposed mobility devices will
decrease the wilderness experience for all of us. What we need is to communicate better with those persons with
disabilities – to provide understandable resources that are easily accessible. My primary recommendation is to
expand these resources.
     I leave with these questions – Has research been done to determine need? How can any additional needs be met
without expanding the use of motorized devices - without changing the New York State Constitution?
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A credible study and survey would help answer these questions.

Thank you for your consideration.
Lorraine Duvall
Keene, NY



From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Jeanne Bergman
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 26, 2024 6:22:16 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Jeanne Bergman
20 Van Buskirk Road
Saugerties , NY 12477
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Keitha Farney
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 26, 2024 7:16:16 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Keitha Farney
16 Patterson Drive Apt. A
Glenmont, NY 12077
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Paul Brown
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 26, 2024 7:40:17 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Paul Brown
105 Marlboro Rd.
Pittsburgh, PA 15238
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From: Matt Andrews
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Tuesday, November 26, 2024 7:43:15 PM

You don't often get email from matt.andrews.699550510@advocacymessages.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Matt Andrews 
1 Wilcox Ave
Malone, NY 12953



From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Howard Metzger
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 26, 2024 8:44:17 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Howard Metzger
96 JULBET Dr
Sayville, NY 11782

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
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From: Robert Reid
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Revisions to the Adirondack Park master plan
Date: Tuesday, November 26, 2024 8:52:51 PM

[You don't often get email from rreid16@rochester.rr.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Please do not allow additional motor vehicle usage in our protected lands.  Don’t destroy what we have under cover
of helping disabled people enjoy the wilds. I have a 45-year-old disabled daughter. We find ways to get her into the
woods. We don’t want to see motor vehicles where we take her. No one wants to see motor vehicles in the woods,
including those in motor vehicles I’m quite sure.
Thank you.
Bob Reid
275 Parkview Drive
Rochester, NY 14625
rreid16@rochester.rr.com
Sent from my iPad
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Lynn Miller
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 26, 2024 9:16:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Lynn Miller
214 Tilden Dr.
East Syracuse, NY 13057

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Kent Jeffery
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 26, 2024 9:34:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Kent Jeffery
410 sunset drive
East Syracuse, NY 13057
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Kathryn Nixon
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 26, 2024 9:34:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Kathryn Nixon
326 Panorama Trail
Rochester, NY 14625

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Louise McClure
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 26, 2024 9:48:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Louise McClure
463 Charlie Hill Rd.
Schroon Lake, NY 12870

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
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From: Judy Miller-Lyons
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Tuesday, November 26, 2024 10:10:46 PM

You don't often get email from judy.millerlyons.699540962@sendgrassroots.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Judy Miller-Lyons 
14 Rockridge Dr
Woodbury, NY 10930



From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of steves0108@hotmail.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 26, 2024 10:32:22 PM

[You don't often get email from steves0108@hotmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Stephen Shevlino
64 Kempshall Ter
Fanwood, NJ 07023
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Anne Vinyard
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Tuesday, November 26, 2024 11:08:18 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Anne Vinyard
187 Townline Rd
Hermon, NY 13652

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of michael_seager@att.net
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 27, 2024 12:28:16 AM

[You don't often get email from michael_seager@att.net. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Michael Seager
8253 Westmoor Road
Mentor, OH 44060-7535
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of David Seegal
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 27, 2024 2:28:20 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

David Seegal
East Shore Dr.
Adirondack, NY 12808

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Patrick Lennon
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 27, 2024 3:12:15 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Patrick Lennon
50 Wilshire Terrace
Webster Groves, MO 63119

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of John Fey
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 27, 2024 5:42:15 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

John Fey
12880 Meadow View Ct
Holly, MI 48442

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:jdfey@me.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: Murray lantner
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 27, 2024 6:15:01 AM

You don't often get email from murray.lantner.699547631@grsdelivery.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –

mailto:mlantner@gmail.com
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Murray lantner 
794 Argyle Rd
NY 11230



From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of spankyshapiro@optonline.net
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 27, 2024 6:30:14 AM

[You don't often get email from spankyshapiro@optonline.net. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Denise Shapiro
24 Camp Drive
Selden, NY 11784-2602
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Melanie Stevens
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 27, 2024 6:32:14 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Melanie Stevens
100 Lewis Ave
Syracuse, NY 13224
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: h2owigg46@gmail.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Wednesday, November 27, 2024 7:23:56 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Carolyn Wiggin, h2owigg46@gmail.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Carolyn Wiggin
 Email from: h2owigg46@gmail.com
 Address: 7 Bonita Way Saranac Lake NY 12983
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 Skiing is an ancient form of transportation which relies on a thin film of water forming between the ski and the
surface of the snow.  This is traditional skiing on wide skies.  (Not skinny skating skies or racing skies).

Ski trails through the forested areas can co-exist without disrupting the wilderness nature of the land.

There should not be hard stop number attempt at describing the width of a ski trail.  A width fixed by a number
could backfire and cause more damage than allowing for the natural variability to match the terrain. For example;
what if a steep section of could be better served by multiple narrower trails rather than one wider trail.  If a number
is assigned for width, will a number be assigned to the grade as well?  This could get into more detail than the APA
wants to tackle.   Would the width of 8 feet be acceptable for a grade of 15-20 percent?  While a steeper grade
would require a wider trail allowance?  What about the idea of glades rather than trails?  Glades leave a certain
percentage of the trees in place to aid in soil stability while maintaining sufficient openings between the trees for
skiers to slow their decent with turns.
I realize the reluctance of non-skier to be distrustful and overly protective of the Wilderness, but a degree of
flexibility can be a benefit to the Wilderness.  Construction of ski corridors using a variety of widths may be more
beneficial to maintaining the Wilderness character of the forests.

All ski trails need better signage to educate the non-skiing public.

-Skies operate on a thin layer of water between the ski and the snow.  This thin layer of water is optimized when the
snow surface is smooth; lacking the disruption caused by snowshoes and boot prints.

mailto:noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of byker1@roadrunner.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 27, 2024 7:28:16 AM

[You don't often get email from byker1@roadrunner.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Glenn Hall
95 Jefferson St
Cattaraugus, NY 14719
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Doug Beers
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 27, 2024 7:38:16 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Doug  Beers
39 Rockland Dr
Lake George, NY 12845

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Judy Beers
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 27, 2024 7:38:17 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Judy Beers
39 Rockland Dr
Lake George, NY 12845
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From: Tom Denny
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 27, 2024 7:39:23 AM

You don't often get email from tom.denny.776652124@advocacymessages.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Tom Denny 
45 Greenfield Ave Apt 21
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866



From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Christine Cumming
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 27, 2024 7:52:14 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Christine Cumming
146 Cemetery Road
Bainbridge , NY 13733
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Michael Komoroske
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 27, 2024 7:54:14 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Michael Komoroske
69 Alpine Drive
Latham, NY 12110
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From: Peter Fish
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 27, 2024 8:13:28 AM

You don't often get email from peter.fish.381247717@forgrassroots.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Peter Fish 
6 Fairview Way
Keene, NY 12942



From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: Rds0979@yahoo.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Wednesday, November 27, 2024 8:19:46 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Robert Sannasardo, Rds0979@yahoo.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Robert Sannasardo
 Email from: Rds0979@yahoo.com
 Address: 9 Whispering Pines Way Queensbury New York 12804
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 I'm writing in favor that the APA make an amendment to the State Land Use Master Plan to include the Lake
George Battlefield Park and Lake George Battleground Campground in the listing of State-owned facilities
classified as “Historic ” properties within the Adirondack Park. I  believe that a Historic classification will help
protect these properties by minimizing topographical alterations and preserving their scenic, natural, and open space
attributes. The change in classification would also facilitate the State’s enhanced stewardship of the property to
reflect a prioritization based on historic preservation rather than recreation. The location is a National Register of
Historic Places-listed property referenced as the Lake George Battlefield Park Historic District, and clearly meets
eligibility requirements for the APA’s Historic classification.

These sites were the locations of key events during the French & Indian War and the American Revolution, are
important elements of our national heritage, and are deserving of the additional protections that the Historic
designation will afford.

I've been coming to Lake George since I was a child and I'm forty-five years old now.  I've since made Queensbury
my home and visit and volunteer in Lake George weekly.  As a history lover we need to protect this historical land
that is sacred in history.  Thank you for your time and consideration in this important matter.

Respectfully,

Rob Sannasardo
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Shawn Ewald
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 27, 2024 8:24:14 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Shawn Ewald
17 Maple Hill Dr
Larchmont, NY 10538

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of John Scharlock
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 27, 2024 8:30:15 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

John Scharlock
4 Colleen Ct
Wilton, NY 12831

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:schar1492@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Ken Legere
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 27, 2024 8:32:14 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Ken Legere
9645 44th st
Pinellas Park , FL 33782

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:quintseth@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Michael Minthorn
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 27, 2024 8:36:14 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Michael Minthorn
4160 Byron St
Titusville, FL 32780

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:minthornmc@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: D. Peter Gillespie
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Electric vehicles
Date: Wednesday, November 27, 2024 8:48:29 AM

[You don't often get email from petergil@roadrunner.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

A vehicle with an electric motor is a motor vehicle. Keep them off state
land in the park!

mailto:petergil@roadrunner.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of robertshaw_US@hotmail.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 27, 2024 9:26:14 AM

[You don't often get email from robertshaw_us@hotmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Robert Shaw
23 Kimberlin Dr
Brockport, NY 14420

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:robertshaw_US@hotmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Jpseph Saetta
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 27, 2024 10:16:17 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Jpseph Saetta
413 1st Ave
Bayport, NY 11705

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:joecssetta@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Gretchen Sotomayor
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 27, 2024 10:16:18 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Gretchen Sotomayor
3 Stevenson Pl
Newport, RI 02840

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:gcgsotos@yahoo.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Mildred Gittinger
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 27, 2024 10:16:19 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Mildred Gittinger
5 Wellington Way
Schenectady, NY 12309

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:gittinger@verizon.net
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: Bob Meyer
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Master Plan proposed changes
Date: Wednesday, November 27, 2024 10:44:19 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

What Walter Linck writes in the Almanack is undeniable!
I know you are aware of him and what he writes.
Allowing motorized access as proposed by a ridiculous redefining of what USA motor vehicle is not acceptable in
any stretch of the imagination.
Article XIV is a sacred part of our Constitution! Do not erode it.
I fully support appropriate places for motorized access for people with disabilities.  But these proposals go way
behind that and are totally unreasonable.  You must know that lawsuit will ensue.
Bob Meyer
Cortlandt Manor and Pottersville, New York.
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:bobmeyer331@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Karl Thielking
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 27, 2024 10:50:15 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Karl Thielking
9 Hunters Dr N
Fairport, NY 14450

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:karlthielking@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Sue Thielking
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 27, 2024 10:52:19 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Sue Thielking
9 Hunters Dr N
Fairport, NY 14450

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:sue.thielking@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: diccarlson@frontiernet.net
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Wednesday, November 27, 2024 10:57:18 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Richard Carlson, diccarlson@frontiernet.net" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Richard Carlson
 Email from: diccarlson@frontiernet.net
 Address: 116 Schoolhouse Road POB 73 North River NY 12856
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 Yes, yes!  This is a great addition to Loon conservation!

mailto:noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
mailto:diccarlson@frontiernet.net


From: Byron Ordway
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: APSLMP comment
Date: Wednesday, November 27, 2024 11:02:23 AM

You don't often get email from bordway@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

This comment regards page 23, definition 48: "Wildlife Management Structure". In it, the term
"species of special concern" is introduced. Which species are of special concern? Who
determines them? Is there a current list, available to review? Are loons included?
In recent years, rapidly fluctuating water levels have damaged or destroyed loon nests,
hampering loon reproduction. This could be supported by nesting rafts, made from natural
materials and floated near loon nesting locations. Rafts would enable nests to be immune from
water level fluctuations.
Species other than beaver receive mention throughout the APSLMP as the name of a unit,
lake, mountain or pond. They are left to themselves to deal with the impacts of climate
change. Loons don't have that ability. They need our help.
Define what "species of special concern" are. List them, include loons. Include nesting towers,
*rafts* or boxes in your definition of a Wildlife Management Structure.
Make it clear that the Adirondacks will continue to support loons.

Thanks

-- 
Byron Ordway

PO Box 94
Cadyville, NY 12918

518-645-2389

mailto:bordway@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: brownlbj@gmail.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Wednesday, November 27, 2024 11:03:49 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Bruce Brownlee, brownlbj@gmail.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Bruce Brownlee
 Email from: brownlbj@gmail.com
 Address: 27 Hamilton St. Potsdam NY 13676
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 Allowing motorized vehicles of any kind in a wilderness area changes the nature of the area and kills the idea of
wilderness. Opening up areas to use of the disabled which would necessitate the use of motorized vehicles for access
opens up those areas to all who want to use vehicles including the overweight, aged, anyone who claims a heart
condition, breathing difficulty, and the list goes on. Once a path is enlarged to allow bikes, atvs, motorized wheel
chairs, etc., the very nature of the experience is changed forever. If a person has to walk in, they are restricted as to
how much stuff that can carry. Motorized transport opens up the ability to take coolers full of beer or other drinks,
picnic stuff, audio equipment and other things inconsistent with the quiet and solitude of a wilderness area. Even the
disabled would not get to enjoy the untrammeled solitude they seek, because their ability to get there has killed it.
Nor would anyone who actually has the ability to get there get to enjoy a wilderness experience because it is no
longer wilderness. I hope there are wilderness preservationists on the board who will protect the Adirondacks and its
wild spaces.

mailto:noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
mailto:brownlbj@gmail.com


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Katherine Darcy Fuguet
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 27, 2024 11:14:18 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Katherine Darcy Fuguet
134 Coolidge Hill
Cambridge, MA 02138

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:dfuguet2@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Tom Griffith
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 27, 2024 11:18:14 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Tom Griffith
9 Tricor Ave
New Paltz , NY 12561

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:Tomgriff42@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: Stanley Scharf
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: motorized vehicles on forest preserve lands
Date: Wednesday, November 27, 2024 11:26:29 AM

You don't often get email from stanley.scharf@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Greetings,
"Lazily handing out keys to damaging motor vehicles and widely opening up the forest to
them would not only destroy what has so long been preserved and sought out by so many of
us, but also – I would argue – would be the actual discriminatory act committed here. If other
states have teamed up with various NGOs to accomplish this, so can New York."

I see ATV's coming to wilderness trails unless APA gets 'smarter' protecting the 'forever wild'
14th amendment to the NY state constitution. These types of vehicles are not consistent with
wilderness and ,in fact, can   cause great damage eroding away soil from trails..

Just imagine hiking on a trail and meeting up with a 'swarm' of ATV's having a NASCAR 
race on wilderness trails??
Stanley Scharf
Tompkins county

mailto:stanley.scharf@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Eric Pickett Jr
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 27, 2024 11:34:14 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Eric Pickett Jr
131 Lorraine Dr
Schoharie, NY 12157
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: adkmtnman@hotmail.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Wednesday, November 27, 2024 11:37:51 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Nelson L Miller, adkmtnman@hotmail.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Nelson L Miller
 Email from: adkmtnman@hotmail.com
 Address: 175 Gurney Lane, Queensbury, New York 12804 NY 12804
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 Please allow loon nesting rafts on selected lakes within the park including DEC administered property/shoreline.
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Shirley and Keith Schue
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 27, 2024 11:40:15 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Shirley and Keith Schue
9 Maple Ave
Cherry Valley, NY 13320-2704
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mailto:shirleyschue@yahoo.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Sara Cook
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 27, 2024 11:48:14 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Sara Cook
19 mill pond
Lake placid, NY 12946
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Tim Carkner
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 27, 2024 11:52:14 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Tim Carkner
4466 Renee Mdws
Syracuse, NY 13215
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of bcarestio@frontier.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 27, 2024 12:00:14 PM

[You don't often get email from bcarestio@frontier.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Barry  Carestio
6850 Bishop Rd
Conesus, NY 14435
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From: Phillips, Megan (APA)
To: David Gibson; SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: Rice, Barbara (APA); Mahar, Sean C (DEC); Dougherty, Ashley (CHAMBER); Ernst, John L (APA)
Subject: RE: Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 27, 2024 12:25:53 PM

Dave,
 
The Agency is in receipt of your comments. Nice to see you at the meeting in Albany
yesterday.
 
Have a lovely Thanksgiving,

Megan
 
From: dgibson@adirondackwild.org <dgibson@adirondackwild.org> 
Sent: Wednesday, November 27, 2024 12:21 PM
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: Phillips, Megan (APA) <Megan.Phillips@apa.ny.gov>; Rice, Barbara (APA)
<Barbara.Rice@apa.ny.gov>; Mahar, Sean C (DEC) <Sean.Mahar@dec.ny.gov>; Dougherty, Ashley
(CHAMBER) <Ashley.Dougherty@exec.ny.gov>; Ernst, John L (APA) <John.Ernst@apa.ny.gov>
Subject: RE: Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan amendments

 
ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from

unknown senders or unexpected emails.
 

Megan,
 
We attach our third and final round of public comment on the proposed APSLMP
amendments.
 
Thanks very much.
 
Best wishes for your Thanksgiving.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dave Gibson
 
David Gibson, managing partner
Adirondack Wild: Friends of the Forest Preserve
518-469-4081
dgibson@adirondackwild.org
www.adirondackwild.org
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: simpsom@nyassembly.gov
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Wednesday, November 27, 2024 12:48:04 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Matthew Simpson, simpsom@nyassembly.gov" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Matthew Simpson
 Email from: simpsom@nyassembly.gov
 Address: 4 Southwestern Ave Suite 3 Queensbury NY 12804
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

Please accept this letter as my support for the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP) specific to the language pertaining to enhanced accessibility. Each year, millions of residents, and out-
of-state visitors, descend upon areas designated as forever wild. These lands provide users an opportunity for
various forms of recreation, relaxation, and a glimpse of the beautiful, aged forests.

Without a doubt, access to these areas is a treasured asset to anyone that steps foot into New York State.
Regrettably, efforts to make these pristine areas accessible to people with disabilities has lagged.  Recently, the New
York State Comptroller’s Office conducted an audit of amenities at parks in eleven regions of the state. The review
was completed to determine whether the Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation has taken adequate
steps to ensure State parks and historic sites are accessible and can accommodate persons with disabilities, including
meeting state and federal requirements. One of the key findings provided in the August 10, 2023, report,
Accessibility for People with Disabilities, was that many of the amenities at the 40 parks were ADA compliant,
however, accessibility could potentially be improved, should Parks seek to exceed the minimum requirements.
To that end, I feel that the proposed changes to the APSLMP are a shift in the right direction. Revising existing
definitions and including language to define Other Power-Driven Mobility Device (OPDMD) will provide increased
access for people with disabilities to many areas, including the Santanoni Preserve in Newcomb. As the gatekeeper
to the permitting process, the Department of Environmental Conservation is in place to strike the proper balance
between allowable use by OPDMDs and protection of our natural resources.
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of judson smith
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 27, 2024 1:00:18 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

judson smith
30 ausable run lane
wilmington, NY 12997
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From: judson w smith
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Wednesday, November 27, 2024 1:16:05 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

judson w smith <judsmith13@gmail.com>
30 ausable run lane
wilmington, new york 12997
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From: judson smith
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 27, 2024 1:27:07 PM

You don't often get email from judson.smith.112841959@advocatefor.me. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
judson smith 
30 Ausable Run Ln
Wilmington, NY 12997



From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Alane Vogel
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 27, 2024 2:00:18 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Alane Vogel
290 West Hague Rd
Hague, NY 12836
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: Marylapann61@gmail.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Wednesday, November 27, 2024 2:47:59 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Mary LaPann, Marylapann61@gmail.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Mary LaPann
 Email from: Marylapann61@gmail.com
 Address:
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 I hope you will consider amending to allow for floating rafts , for loons, on state land, as well as amending for the
construction of needed bridges in the park. Thank you for your consideration
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From: Governor Kathy Hochul
To: its.ct.gkh2
Subject: A Thanksgiving message from Governor Hochul
Date: Wednesday, November 27, 2024 3:38:03 PM
Attachments: image_1

Dear Colleagues,

As we prepare to gather with family and friends to celebrate Thanksgiving, I want to take 

this moment to express my thanks for the work you do every single day. 

There are 20 million people in every corner of New York State whose lives are improved 

because of your tireless efforts. From protecting public health to preserving our incredible 

natural resources to supporting families in need, your work is making a meaningful 

difference. That’s something you should be very proud of.

I also know that some of you won’t be able to gather around the Thanksgiving table, as you 

work to keep our roads clear, our communities safe and our hospitals operational. To the 

essential workers who are on the job during the holiday, please know how grateful we are 

for your service. 

Sending my best wishes to you and your family for a joyous, meaningful and delicious 

Thanksgiving.

Kathy Hochul
Governor 
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From: rob fursich
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 27, 2024 4:12:17 PM

You don't often get email from rob.fursich.691159009@forgrassroots.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-a

Regards, 
rob fursich 
9 Longfellow St
Hartsdale, NY 10530
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: morses2@gmail.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Wednesday, November 27, 2024 5:01:37 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Richard Morse, morses2@gmail.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Richard Morse
 Email from: morses2@gmail.com
 Address: Warrensburg NY 12885
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 I have been backcountry skiing in the Adirondack mountains since the early 1970s.
I also maintain backcountry ski trails as a trail steward with DEC and as a founding member of the "Siamese Ponds
Trail Improvement Society".
   My recommendations: Call these trails what they are: "Backcountry Ski Trails", not cross-country ski trails. They
need to be wider than a foot trail in order to be more enjoyable and safer. A 4 feet wide backcountry ski trail is
dangerous
   Also: I assisted forest ranger Ovitt in building a bridge over the Botheration Pond outlet, as part of the Botheration
Ski trail. The bridge was built with natural materials, trees near the site. The bridge lasted less than 10 years, before
it rotted and collapsed. Bridges should be built to last, using materials which last, including pressure treated lumber
and metal. Thank you.
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: JTowns44
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Wednesday, November 27, 2024 5:15:48 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Jim Townsend, jtowns44@gmail.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Jim Townsend
 Email from: jtowns44@gmail.com
 Address: 1920 Clover Street NY 14618
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 Megan,
Please add my voice to the support of the addition of "species of special concern" in definition 48.  This simple
addition will allow seasonal nesting rafts for the Common Loon (Gavia Immer) as you have noted in your
presentation.  Through organizations like the Adirondack Center for Loon Conservation, much work and study is
being conducted to stabilize and increase the population of this beautiful creature with its haunting call often
referred to as "The sound track of the Adirondacks."
Best, Jim
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From: barbara giardina
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Keep restrictions on motors in the ADK
Date: Wednesday, November 27, 2024 5:32:28 PM

You don't often get email from bigiardi@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

To:  Megan Phillips, Deputy Director, Planning
       Adirondack Park Agency

Please don’t make changes to the state land master plan to allow motor
vehicles into the areas of the Adirondack Park that are classified as Wild. 
Those restrictions have been in place, and working, for over 50 years.  New
Yorkers need wild places more than ever, to be quiet, to see wildlife, to smell
clean air, to see stars, to just be.  Allowing motors takes this away from
everyone.  EVERYONE!  The claim that this change is necessary to provide
access to people with disabilities is really despicable.  

Creating more access is, and has been, happening -  there are roads in Wild
Forest have been opened for motor vehicles for persons with disabilities, many
trails have been hardened to allow wheelchairs, day use areas, and campsites
have been made ADA accessible.  Progress is taking place while keeping to the
restrictions on public use of motor vehicles in Wilderness Areas. 

Please keep the current restrictions on motored vehicle in the Adirondack Park.
 Keep working within those rules to gradually increase accessibility, thoughtfully,
for the disabled community, without taking away from everyone else.

Barbara Giardina
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: kmatthe2@nycap.rr.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Wednesday, November 27, 2024 6:26:20 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Kara Matthews , kmatthe2@nycap.rr.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Kara Matthews
 Email from: kmatthe2@nycap.rr.com
 Address:
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 Keep the ADKs quiet, peaceful, and natural. There are many accessible places already—no need to change when
we all know that people will just take advantage of situations not intended.
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Diana Praus
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 27, 2024 6:46:16 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Diana Praus
126 Menand Rd
Albany, NY 12204-1410
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From: Tom Lupfer
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Wednesday, November 27, 2024 7:59:52 PM

You don't often get email from tom.lupfer.776700977@advocatesmessage.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Tom Lupfer 
1 Cherry Hill Ct
Hillsdale, NJ 07642



From: Michael Marsh
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: SLMP Amendment Comments
Date: Wednesday, November 27, 2024 8:25:12 PM

You don't often get email from michaelmarsh72@hotmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

I am writing to offer my comments on the proposed APSLMP Amendments, they are as
follows:

I fully support amending the APSLMP to allow for access underneath the Americans with
Disabilities Act where appropriate.  Wilderness for all that seek it, not just an elite few!

I fully support amending the APSLMP to allow for motorized use in removing non-conforming
structures within Wilderness areas beyond the 3-year window after acquisition.  There are
numerous structures, such as culverts on roads and old/illegal camps, that it would not be
practical or safe to remove by non-motorized means (i.e. by hand or horse). Amending the
APSLMP to allow for the use of motorized machinery including, but not limited to a small
tractor, excavator, and/or ATV/UTV on a case-by-case basis would allow DEC land managers to
clean up numerous outstanding issues that would otherwise be ignored.  No one is going to
drag old culverts 3+ miles out of a wilderness area by hand and enlisting teamsters to do such
work isn't as easy as everyone believes; there are few contractors available, and of that, some
won't consider such projects deep in the woods for numerous reasons.  Helicopters are
expensive (around $2,500 per hour for the NYS Police Chopper) and difficult to use in many
places since they need an opening in the tree canopy for a pickup/drop zone.  One could cut
trees to make such areas but then everyone complains about that as well; I have not any
problem with that approach but some do.  Using motorized machinery to dig up and remove
the culverts/camps, etc. and restore the site makes such projects more feasible.  This option is
a temporary disturbance that provides many long-term benefits like removing a blight on the
land to accelerate the naturalization of an area. In short, it is a great trade-off to use for
projects that otherwise would not get accomplished.  

Further, the APSLMP should be amended to allow the use of motorized equipment (such as
tractors, ATVs/UTVs, a small excavator, skid steer, etc.) for more routine maintenance projects
as well for the same reasons stated above. A helicopter can't do everything and its use, along
with the associated supporting fuel truck, probably puts more carbon emissions into the
atmosphere than what a tractor or UTV would for similar projects (CLCPA anyone?).  Not to
mention the increased staffing costs from all the personnel required for aerial lift operations
(rangers, Operations, NY state police, etc.).  

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on these APSLMP revisions.
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Michael Marsh



From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: jason.a.hamilton@gmail.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Wednesday, November 27, 2024 9:01:33 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Jason Hamilton, jason.a.hamilton@gmail.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Jason Hamilton
 Email from: jason.a.hamilton@gmail.com
 Address: 173 Mountain path North Creek Ny
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 Backcountry skiing is a significant, and growing, recreational activity in the Adirondacks.  Trails for Backcountry
skiing need to be properly designated, and recognize the unique trail requirements for the intended purpose. Namely,
Backcountry skiing requires trails of a wider width than standard hiking trails to allow for safe and enjoyable
recreation.
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of RICHARD SPINDLER
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 27, 2024 9:10:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

RICHARD SPINDLER
134 W Tyler Ave
EAU CLAIRE, WI 54701
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Alexis Cameron
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Wednesday, November 27, 2024 9:14:16 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Alexis Cameron
13 Oak Rd
Delmar, NY 12054
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: jason.labonte5@gmail.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Thursday, November 28, 2024 12:11:07 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Jason Labonte, jason.labonte5@gmail.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Jason Labonte
 Email from: jason.labonte5@gmail.com
 Address: 28 Jenkins Street Saranac Lake NY 12983
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 Hello and thank you for your time. Please allow for the increased width of trails for dedicated Backcountry use. I
am very tall and use long skis as I'm sure others do as well, and it is quite precious skiing down the chute off Marcy
ski trail as it is. My knees would appreciate some widening here and there for the greater safety of all. My family of
6 use and would use the ski trails more with greater clearances.
Thanks you and think snow,
Jason Labonte
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From: Christine Duffy
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment: State Land Master Plan amendments
Date: Thursday, November 28, 2024 1:36:31 AM

You don't often get email from cduffy3938@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear State Land Master Plan Committee,
I am a resident of New York with a disability that uses State lands. I ask the State Land Master
Plan not to allow powerful lobbyists in the ATV industry and others to piggyback onto the
needs of mobility impaired people when a recreational vehicle and a mobility device for
disabled are completely different devices for completely different purposes.

Our State lands need to be kept forever wild. Other States in the midwest and pacific
northwest have kept recreational vehicles out of their forever wild lands while finding
solutions for people with disabilities.  New York needs to protect the forever wild lands
starting with protecting us from powerful lobbying groups.

-- 
Sincerely,
Christine Duffy
15 Fletcher Rd
Albany NY 12203
518-456-6372
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From: deana123@frontiernet.net
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Project APSLMP2024; Adirondack Park Agency ; Megan Phillips
Date: Thursday, November 28, 2024 10:23:52 AM

You don't often get email from deana123@frontiernet.net. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Good Morning,

My name is Deana H. Wood.  I live at 15 E Holcomb Street, North Creek, NY 12853.

I am a supporter of the Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance, the not-for-profit "friends group"
that supports and promotes the preservation of one of America's most hallowed grounds. 

I write to request that the APA insert an amendment to the State Land Use Master Plan to include
the Lake George Battlefield Park and Lake George Battleground Campground in the listing of
State-owned facilities classified as “Historic ” properties within the Adirondack Park. I  believe
that a Historic classification will help protect these properties by minimizing topographical
alterations and preserving their scenic, natural, and open space attributes. The change in
classification would also facilitate the State’s enhanced stewardship of the property to reflect a
prioritization based on historic preservation rather than recreation. The location is a National
Register of Historic Places-listed property referenced as the Lake George Battlefield Park Historic
District, and clearly meets eligibility requirements for the APA’s Historic classification.

These sites were the locations of key events during the French & Indian War and the American
Revolution, are important elements of our national heritage, and are deserving of the additional
protections that the Historic designation will afford.   

Thank you and I appreciate your action on this.
Deana Wood
518-744-7931

mailto:deana123@frontiernet.net
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Mary Jane Curry
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Thursday, November 28, 2024 10:38:15 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Mary Jane Curry
12 Donlon St
Rochester, NY 14607-3014
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of kkarl97@optonline.net
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Thursday, November 28, 2024 3:52:14 PM

[You don't often get email from kkarl97@optonline.net. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Kevin Karl
15 June Ave
Norwalk, CT 06850-2542
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of charles kahrs
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Thursday, November 28, 2024 7:38:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

charles kahrs
102 Plymoth Ave
east Patchogue, NY 11772

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:ckahuna2@aol.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: pfisheradk@gmail.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Thursday, November 28, 2024 8:53:03 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Philip & Beth Fisher, pfisheradk@gmail.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Philip & Beth Fisher
 Email from: pfisheradk@gmail.com
 Address: 270 Harvey Rd   P.O. Box 25 NORTH RIVER NY 12856
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 We live near 13th Lake and favor the revision to allow loon nest rafts to be floated along state-owned shoreline.

Thank you.

Phi & Beth Fisher

mailto:noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
mailto:pfisheradk@gmail.com


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Philip Tatro
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Friday, November 29, 2024 2:48:16 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Philip Tatro
16 Potter Hill Rd
Grafton, MA 01519

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:tatro.philipj@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: krepscha@gmail.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Friday, November 29, 2024 5:50:21 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Kimberly Repscha, krepscha@gmail.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Kimberly Repscha
 Email from: krepscha@gmail.com
 Address: Chestertown NY 12817
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 As a paddler on 13th Lake in North River for many years, I've noticed that our loon population has declined to the
point that I haven't seen a nest in 2yrs.  The lakes water levels, as most lakes in the ADK have struggled with the
changes in weather patterns possibly adding to the stress and decline of nesting areas for our loons.
I consider the idea of nesting rafts to be a wonderful solution to help our beloved loons continue mate and nest and
grow, a wonderful idea.

Thank you,
 Kim Repscha

mailto:noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
mailto:krepscha@gmail.com


From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from ADK Powder Skiers
Date: Friday, November 29, 2024 9:38:55 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Fri Nov 29 2024 09:38:45 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

Last Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Dowman

Email [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email collection]: 

dowmanri@gmail.com

Comments [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: I would very much like an amendment added to the State 

Land Master Plan for backcountry ski touring trails. 

Created Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Fri Nov 29 2024 09:38:45 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

First Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Bob

Form ID: comp-m30q4jk0

mailto:no-reply@crm.wix.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


 

ADK Powder Skiers
Notification sent via Wix Automations

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu46509964.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.16O0hg1-2FLz1kpPxGHUZbqZk4mwOValW8Vcy4a06zNkzi2R6IviT1JPvvf4cfosPCB3Lr_88hCRf29-2B-2B4o-2FzKRt7gWaQEuQh3u1G5HfG0HptNZ5EvnrNGxy0ocL0lnZPHScT7swD2lvxU-2B15jYClZq-2BOUKBtx-2BSzeo2M5ysB4Rdxf9YnPFbRSgFeOp0Wb1-2Bqd1n6jZIgA-2FEn33K-2BnDNL1rAwof95GsjRMJIw6mc8vO61-2FORGqGXZ4so-2BHykHaWMW0zKmyAgFYweC8peDWLBiZJCsLHxDrOvgVTNL-2Fsi2LyDiu0BHfu1BfzcUUE7pk72hiyCzA5UxgLx-2BEcAMJjjmLwkkCXMDWLK-2FislBdVBMsyyAdeqKABId4ZnZFczZG6hGMZK79LuT2JEmE85j0ir2IzwXksMzJ0vOqY97YwfY80utUyoIhWQcOyKwINIDVpgVd8LZo5Dcjfyx5m0nbtgN6k-2BmPeZK4MaPG-2FkW89Fg6RzFAq3jZD46nJLuwvnC83hY2HEge9E38Plt1fcAqfL6nvo6PK8kKXpaIIxq7FAFTTkodB6bA-3D&data=05%7C02%7Cslmp_ump_comments%40apa.ny.gov%7C520d140f874c47e1cea008dd10838ad4%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638684879348581289%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4G4%2FDVs4Q8debe48LIH2CmO7ze0lDKKW4RMDvtW2wts%3D&reserved=0


From: André Delisle
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Project APSLMP2024; Adirondack Park Agency ; Megan Phillips
Date: Friday, November 29, 2024 9:42:54 AM

You don't often get email from adelisle@chateauramezay.qc.ca. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Phillips,
We are supporter of the Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance, the not-for-
profit "friends group" that supports and promotes the preservation of one
of America's most hallowed grounds. 
We write to request that the APA insert an amendment to the State Land
Use Master Plan to include the Lake George Battlefield Park and Lake
George Battleground Campground in the listing of State-owned facilities
classified as “Historic ” properties within the Adirondack Park. We  believe
that a Historic classification will help protect these properties by
minimizing topographical alterations and preserving their scenic, natural,
and open space attributes. The change in classification would also facilitate
the State’s enhanced stewardship of the property to reflect a prioritization
based on historic preservation rather than recreation. The location is a
National Register of Historic Places-listed property referenced as the Lake
George Battlefield Park Historic District, and clearly meets eligibility
requirements for the APA’s Historic classification.
These sites were the locations of key events during the French & Indian
War and the American Revolution, are important elements of your and our
national heritage, and are deserving of the additional protections that the
Historic designation will afford. 
Best regards,
 
André Delisle
Executive Director and Curator
Château Ramezay – Historic Site and Museum of Montréal
 

 

André Delisle
Directeur général et conservateur
 
Château Ramezay – Musée et site historique de Montréal
280, rue Notre-Dame Est
Vieux-Montréal (Québec) H2Y 1C5
 
T : 514 861-3708, poste 224 | Téléc. : 514 861-8317
www.chateauramezay.qc.ca

 

Un des 1001 sites historiques qu’il faut avoir vus dans sa vie!*
*Sélectionné par une équipe d’experts, en collaboration avec l’UNESCO.

 

~ 
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From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from ADK Powder Skiers
Date: Friday, November 29, 2024 10:01:12 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Fri Nov 29 2024 10:01:01 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

Last Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Molitoris

Email [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email collection]: 

marty@alpineendeavors.com

Comments [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: HI, The Adirondacks have a lot of history of skiing and with 

the introduction of new technology, interest and use of the ski trails are 

growing. Backcountry skiing is growing and many areas are adding in 

backcountry specific trails - VT, NH. Please don't let the ADK's be left 

out. Please add in backcountry ski touring trails into the master plan. 

Created Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Fri Nov 29 2024 10:01:01 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

mailto:no-reply@crm.wix.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


First Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Marty

Phone Number [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: 9143881652

Form ID: comp-m30q4jk0

 

ADK Powder Skiers
Notification sent via Wix Automations

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu46509964.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.16O0hg1-2FLz1kpPxGHUZbqZk4mwOValW8Vcy4a06zNkzi2R6IviT1JPvvf4cfosPCNXRs_88hCRf29-2B-2B4o-2FzKRt7gWaQEuQh3u1G5HfG0HptNZ5EvnrNGxy0ocL0lnZPHScT7swD2lvxU-2B15jYClZq-2BOUKBhyeW3S-2Bf87XbviSumOSvDWaQ32dFXkS0FhnvenO4BIVHis2q5hKkdR94UqBTnYNqioUw6j3wr5bUy0J-2F0dJMZK1mBaW8szlBrWfMUkf7zgmQdMaghtHNhKbg1NiD0TFVfM-2B3zeOKpC7Ctg35lYse7BgZ7-2BJNGbf6XoFyhQ5q4QIGO3LmCfeoopRMFBYl9txQUpM6I4Nn-2FF-2BgOr45VLxIEXb4AJNCv-2BgrrDFZMRJRpgduykvQU5IgqjYhMiRLQhx7-2BKgNeChwITdJWiUpMQZ-2B5MkbB7mFuLzdfTciEcdDOu-2BusOZEMDxKcMAfG-2BMf1iT88oXgL7Q7oxXdXgI-2FFhUXSm5x9iELy1V-2B8tw0sCJtmzwwULAJPBeqIteLSqXQDICnc70f-2BelIZe6EREqDz7MAt8-3D&data=05%7C02%7Cslmp_ump_comments%40apa.ny.gov%7C9af1f42ca7b44b1414ca08dd1086a816%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638684892720033407%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OYkbEvcIdyRWYMVz1SKjSLBGaoQ2RXA9Y96mZOBlw2s%3D&reserved=0


From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from ADK Powder Skiers
Date: Friday, November 29, 2024 10:51:47 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Fri Nov 29 2024 10:51:37 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

Last Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Sofield

Email [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email collection]: 

gsofield15@optonline.net

Comments [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: More backcountry trails please!

Created Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Fri Nov 29 2024 10:51:37 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

First Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Greg

Phone Number [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: 5166522579

mailto:no-reply@crm.wix.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


Form ID: comp-m30q4jk0

 

ADK Powder Skiers
Notification sent via Wix Automations

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu46509964.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.16O0hg1-2FLz1kpPxGHUZbqZk4mwOValW8Vcy4a06zNkzi2R6IviT1JPvvf4cfosPCYf51_88hCRf29-2B-2B4o-2FzKRt7gWaQEuQh3u1G5HfG0HptNZ5EvnrNGxy0ocL0lnZPHScT7swD2lvxU-2B15jYClZq-2BOUKBs5hXExLzXeSJEbJYXjihK6lv95eQQuV3zRG-2BuIT8vC8-2Fx6hkGDkiGReOfpUIW6ebjbONSTz7keV-2BFmd1vxa-2BBOta8KGSriehsTudU74LDxL-2BT9O8Mxy-2FmS3ibY-2Blb9b-2FKuuqbP2GNH6TxL5DdAiEqFNAy1AsY2z3-2FNtPAalwAxeuEJhJjDG1ScBi8v4S53qApEgxMqcVg09NVFm5BtU7VRREW0MXyb1df3kzXuW54nXibAPLKCJcIrr6K8ZKaEeLHu23YVWlJUCJLKsw19By0VgDKjwoeaj1E3HiS8-2FJPdVckOg7EMCc9BpZjntgMV-2FZB0xg-2BBakTQcBBbjrZOt5oKe5Hg8yCJk696uzzvD5eCYREnlsLLDJeHg4nL-2FFDKzcyxaJrvlCV21y-2F72ASJ4UmU-3D&data=05%7C02%7Cslmp_ump_comments%40apa.ny.gov%7Cc3f638a0a272461a205708dd108db918%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638684923069339789%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=j5s2LlHWb6LekSp%2FWOCs4xksT0CYGFIGYZvMIn%2BpbRI%3D&reserved=0


From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from ADK Powder Skiers
Date: Friday, November 29, 2024 11:04:59 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Fri Nov 29 2024 11:04:48 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

Last Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Kennard

Email [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email collection]: 

d@dougkennard.com

Comments [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: To Whom It May Concern at the Adirondack Park Agency, 

I’m writing to you to voice my support for Ski Trails and Skin Tracks in 

the Adirondack Park. As a backcountry skier, I’ve skied throughout the 

Adirondacks, Catskills and White Mountains. I’ve skied the Marcy Ski / 

hiking Trail and the current Wright Peak Ski Trail / hiking trail, and have 

seen firsthand, the need to have a separate Wright Peak Ski Only Trail 

that is wide enough for skiing. I fully back the NYS DEC proposed 

solution of rerouting the Wright Peak Ski Trail off of the shared Hiking 

mailto:no-reply@crm.wix.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


Trail and establishing a separate Skier Only Ski Trail that was approved 

by NYS in the 1930s all the way back down to the Whales Tail Ski Trail. 

As backcountry skiing continues to grow by leaps and bounds in the 

Northeast / Adirondacks region (and across the world), I believe it 

should be an absolute priority to foster Ski Only Ski Trails in the 

Adirondacks, as this will only help to bring in new awareness to the 

Adirondacks region and new forms of revenue opportunities for the local 

community and the State. Ski Only Ski Trails are needed in the 

Adirondacks, to help keep skiers and winter hikers safer and to create a 

better overall winter experience for all! Please don’t let Vermont and 

New Hampshire take the majority of backcountry skiers and skiing 

opportunities to their States, and away from the Adirondack region of 

New York and leave us with very few options for skiers. More areas in 

the Adirondack Park need to be allowed access to not only widen the 

few existing ski trails that have become overgrown, but also to be able 

to cut new ski trails in order to maintain progress and accessibility in the 

Adirondack park for backcountry skiers. Thank you for considering my 

words of support for more backcountry ski trails. Supporter of Ski Only 

Ski Trails in the Adirondacks, Doug Kennard d@dougkennard.com 

(585) 203-4121 

Created Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Fri Nov 29 2024 11:04:48 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

First Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Doug

Phone Number [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: 5852034121

Form ID: comp-m30q4jk0



 

ADK Powder Skiers
Notification sent via Wix Automations

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu46509964.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.16O0hg1-2FLz1kpPxGHUZbqZk4mwOValW8Vcy4a06zNkzi2R6IviT1JPvvf4cfosPCW7X6_88hCRf29-2B-2B4o-2FzKRt7gWaQEuQh3u1G5HfG0HptNZ5EvnrNGxy0ocL0lnZPHScT7swD2lvxU-2B15jYClZq-2BOUKBkO7y4lKP4xFRMxkjzG-2FqfQ-2FSccpRl-2FWlE6HUvmBRJAsePVnXT0MU4cUGdQLKH1w0MjpN0p-2BN7Ar6SQngtmC60J7s-2FaUEk-2BhNWNjrYULrq5DCGG1LalKj90W7qa5IO-2BqO-2BGOxvnzGpGzqhIlaTENxIj-2BaBR9I7RCcwFoYKeZE0yXXp4k-2FqeWr-2F-2FtMqhvxtf2ZyL-2FdNMFHFBAuuiX1QzJUYd75rbGTgm4FLsqs-2FoBWI-2FP0GdcmiMsr2asrdBJwtBnpd9suNB4Rs0cODWVa3mCWgLNQDbrXtGFFB8GUL90sTSWtCSCxrBIy8hf8sfDoVaj3fpIXG8ytrZOwu-2FTLteX94HYEujTzWWjVTdXs88RsiXsGs1a28cdTrPi7b9T58Pb5hL8SNuxamHZpIqyWzV6f3o-3D&data=05%7C02%7Cslmp_ump_comments%40apa.ny.gov%7Cd5d787773ec44c72caeb08dd108f909c%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638684930983866032%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2F3sTmEPHOAF2DjaZyjKFYhYXlFWGxP%2Bl%2Feba886gCvE%3D&reserved=0


From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from ADK Powder Skiers
Date: Friday, November 29, 2024 11:29:27 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 
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From: John Kuriawa
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Friday, November 29, 2024 11:37:47 AM

You don't often get email from john.kuriawa.699549864@p2a.co. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

Dear Director Rice,

I'm writing with great concern that the State of New York may be considering any actions or
policies that might weaken the wilderness and wild forest protections of the Adirondack Park.
Preserving the peace, quiet, and ecological integrity of the Forest Preserve must be paramount,
and allowances for motorized vehicles, development, or any use beyond hiking and passive
recreation should never be an option.

The DEC can and should adopt a state-wide policy regarding off-road mobility device use that
explicitly prohibits any such use in protected areas. The Park and the State have literally
millions of acres of resource management and other land use classes that could allow for such
uses in controlled circumstances. 

The Adirondack Park is a treasure and a tourist magnet because of the wilderness, the vastness
of the forest, and the pristine nature of its waters. Any decisions that compromise these assets
are short-sighted, such as the proposed changes to the State Land Master Plan that risk
weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and resilient. As a
member-owner of White Pine Camp in Paul Smiths, I am keenly aware of the magic and
beauty of the region and the changes and pressures it is experiencing at this time. 

Please take heed of the advice and recommendations of the organizations supporting continued
preservation of the most valuable lands in the Park, including:

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
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accountable. 

In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you very much for your consideration of my input on this matter.

Regards, 
John Kuriawa 
320 Arundel Beach Rd
Severna Park, MD 21146



From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from ADK Powder Skiers
Date: Friday, November 29, 2024 1:22:03 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.
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From: Lorraine Duvall
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Project APSLMP2024; Adirondack Park Agency ; Megan Phillips
Date: Friday, November 29, 2024 1:42:24 PM

You don't often get email from loradk@mac.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

In reference to the new ADA amendment, Dec writes:
 

In meeting the mandates of this rule, DEC will continue to allow the use of
cars, trucks and all-terrain vehicles by permit on designated routes as
authorized in Commissioner Policy # 3 (CP-3), and will consider issuing
permits, on a case-by-case basis, for the use of other types of power-driven
mobility devices on these CP-3 routes for people with mobility disabilities.

A good approach and all that is needed. The CP-3 policy already addresses the
spirit of the ADA law while conforming to Article 14 of the State Land Master
Plan. Don’t open pandoras box. 

Lorraine Duvall
loradk@mac.com
Keene, NY 12942
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Walter Scally
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Friday, November 29, 2024 2:00:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Walter Scally
51 Pioneer Boulevard
Huntington Station, NY 11746-4423
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From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from ADK Powder Skiers
Date: Friday, November 29, 2024 2:37:32 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!
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From: Michael Gray
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Project APSLMP2024; Adirondack Park Agency ; Megan Phillips
Date: Friday, November 29, 2024 3:02:47 PM

You don't often get email from klmngray@verizon.net. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

I am writing to voice my disbelief that an amendment to the ban on motorized vehicles
in the wilderness section of Adirondak Park is being considered to allow OPDMD's. 
While access to the Park for people with disabilities is laudable, it should not come at
the cost of ruining the wilderness for everyone.  Allowing OPDMD's would open
pandoras box because the enforcement of allowable use to those with only with
disabilities would be impossible.  This would result in the Adirondak wilderness being
overrun by motorized vehicles and destroying that which the APA was tasked to
preserve.  Even if enforcement were possible the wilderness would still be lost. 
Please do not let this happen, to call it tragic would be a great understatement. 
Thank you.

Michael Gray
36 Groesbeck Place
Delmar NY 12054

mailto:klmngray@verizon.net
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From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from ADK Powder Skiers
Date: Friday, November 29, 2024 4:12:49 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Fri Nov 29 2024 13:12:39 GMT-0800 (Pacific Standard 

Time)

Last Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Wilson

Email [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email collection]: 

awwilson@verizon.net

Comments [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: I would urge you to develop sensible guidelines for 

backcountry ski trails in wilderness and wild forest designations. Such 

guidelines would not only help in the potential development of trails, but 

also with the maintenance of these trails. Currently, I volunteer for 

SPTIS, a group that maintains the hiking and ski trails in the Siamese 

Ponds Wilderness and adjoining state forest areas. We are provided 

guidelines for maintaining the hiking trails, but none seem to exist for ski 

trails. Also, ski trail specific guidelines would help to address the 

mailto:no-reply@crm.wix.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


obvious differences between a narrow hiking corridor and a wider one 

needed to accommodate skiing, particularly on steeper grades where 

more width to turn is required.

Created Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Fri Nov 29 2024 13:12:39 GMT-0800 (Pacific Standard 

Time)

First Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 
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Phone Number [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: 5187794610
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ADK Powder Skiers
Notification sent via Wix Automations

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu46509964.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.16O0hg1-2FLz1kpPxGHUZbqZk4mwOValW8Vcy4a06zNkzi2R6IviT1JPvvf4cfosPCcAE8_88hCRf29-2B-2B4o-2FzKRt7gWaQEuQh3u1G5HfG0HptNZ5EvnrNGxy0ocL0lnZPHScT7swD2lvxU-2B15jYClZq-2BOUKBnmzV28yqoo7VxOqGv0et8S2fYouXTC4mVJc2iLs1Co6a3H299Y9JBqtQzJH1IYRi8nbU5LfxkahAgFrWboArWN82WEMFhm3NZESEUZ7fSw5Kp7nB-2FMDERaw1WP3WFUzs7POvBSByNmpnclA8jbHwawk-2B9Eu8pQinNoZnIUO7kgETitWG2IbKc7fNXYP-2BA-2BcQryz8CJxrdlRwhtQF2AyyecUubSmVrbgDc5LttIVAuP1z9-2FesewUvnpSLvmCjCQ5vDySbDMJCmWBieAIfflZM8eU4IzqvnrqqNo0b-2FhyQMTyaUSaEfJmeUXkpwCAwSs6BguVvIB90UgW2DsGr7BbzzEA3x3EW1JNconFfW6LvtMOnFvQeMv6gpJuAgruKIytYkNHnckrl2ehUPeZ2aKpRFE-3D&data=05%7C02%7Cslmp_ump_comments%40apa.ny.gov%7C51e61180986949da49a408dd10ba9159%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638685115684688100%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=a0K8jvKOj0JLM2A1BhmfI6naxEsk1XRqtIgoDnbw454%3D&reserved=0


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Tammara Van Ryn-Lincoln
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Friday, November 29, 2024 5:24:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Tammara Van Ryn-Lincoln
19 Fox Run
Saranac Lake, NY 12983

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:tvanryn99@gmail.com
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: micheilmorolov@gmail.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Friday, November 29, 2024 5:37:27 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Colden pipek, micheilmorolov@gmail.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Colden pipek
 Email from: micheilmorolov@gmail.com
 Address:
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 I am a supporter of the lake George battlefield alliance and I humbling request the classification of the battle field,
fort and monuments be changed to preserve their historical importance.i am aware they are not recognized as
historic landmarks like many other locations in the Adirondacks that meet the same criteria.battkefeild park as well
as fort William Henry boast importance in the French and Indian war as well as the ground were used and occupied
in the American revolution.the countless finds on these grounds are proof enough to prove it's worth of importance
as well as the passion by reenactors from across the country. Working at the fort I have met many people from many
walks of life that would agree with my humble request to change it to being for historic use would make a huge
difference in the future. History should not be forgotten because we learn so much from it to better ourselves. Not to
mention the preservation with bring future generations to enjoy and ignite the same passion the alliance as well as
the living history practitioners have for these places.

mailto:noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
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From: Valerie Bayley
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Friday, November 29, 2024 6:40:42 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Valerie Bayley <valeweenie@aol.com>
25 Paradise Rd
Tupper Lake, NY 12986

mailto:valeweenie@aol.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: James Bayley
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Friday, November 29, 2024 6:41:09 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

James Bayley <sf20cdoc@aol.com>
25 Paradise Point Rd.
Tupper Lake, NY 12986

mailto:sf20cdoc@aol.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: pierrebay100@gmail.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the 2024 Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Friday, November 29, 2024 6:41:37 PM

You don't often get email from pierrebay100@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977
 
 

1. People with disabilities have and should continue to have access to the Forest Preserve
in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and the current “Guidelines for Management
and Use” for each of the Land Classifications in the SLMP. The proposed definition of
“Other Power Driven Mobility Device” (OPDMD) and other references to OPDMD in the
proposed amendments should be deleted.

2. DEC’s Commissioner’s Policy 3 (CP-3) should be amended to make clear that OPDMDs
may only be used by persons with disabilities and that such use will not be allowed in
Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas, and to address and evaluate the appropriateness
of OPDMD use by persons with disabilities in other Forest Preserve land use
classifications.

3. APA should not amend the Master Plan to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the
use of OPDMDs on Forest Preserve lands because it would allow DEC to fundamentally
alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas, where motor vehicle use is
currently prohibited. Doing so would be a complete abrogation of APA’s duties to
protect the natural resources of the Adirondack Park. 

4. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the
focus and overriding goal of visitor use management must always be protection of
natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not degraded; it is not the
goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a
particular land or water management unit can withstand.

5. The proposed language that states that “[l]evels of time and resources to fulfill this
commitment should be proportional to the significance of impacts” should be deleted.
DEC must dedicate the time and resources necessary to conduct carrying capacity
assessments properly and completely in the development of UMPs.

6. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts,
planning, adaptation and resiliency into the Master Plan’s management prescriptions

mailto:pierrebay100@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
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for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to comply with the CLCPA in its review
of private land projects.

 
Pierre Bay
430 Morris ave
Mountain lakes NJ 07046
 
192 county rd 45
Harristown 12986
 



From: Suzanne Carrillo
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Friday, November 29, 2024 6:50:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Suzanne Carrillo <swmrfsh@gmail.com>
3824 Jefferson Blvd
Virginia Beach, VA 23455

mailto:swmrfsh@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: Daniel Willner
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Friday, November 29, 2024 7:05:37 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Daniel Willner <danielwillner@yahoo.com>
190 Cherry Street
Katonah, NY 10536

mailto:danielwillner@yahoo.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: Monica Bills and Dave Myers
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Friday, November 29, 2024 7:13:19 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. We agree that people with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with
Article 14 and the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should
be deleted. DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with
disabilities and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. However, APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of
OPDMDs because it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. It is important that the APA clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and
overriding goal of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural
resources are not degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit
that a particular land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Monica Bills and Dave Myers <blackdogmyers@sbcglobal.net>
141 Cedar Lane
Blue Mountain Lake, New York 12812

mailto:blackdogmyers@sbcglobal.net
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: Tessa Sage Flores
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Friday, November 29, 2024 7:18:29 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Tessa Sage Flores <tessasage47@gmail.com>
154 Compton Rd
Ithaca, NY 14850

mailto:tessasage47@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: Peter Bien
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Friday, November 29, 2024 7:57:49 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Peter Bien <peter.bien@dartmouth.edu>
207 Waddell Road
Riparius, New York 12862

mailto:peter.bien@dartmouth.edu
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: Bernice Mennis
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Friday, November 29, 2024 7:58:20 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

I support protecting the Adirondacks--do not accept an amendment that would change the nature of wilderness,
primitive and canoe areas.

Sincerely,

Bernice Mennis <mennisb@gmail.com>
446 Sly Pond Rd
Fort Ann, NYS 12827

mailto:mennisb@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: Dale & Bonnie Lewis
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Friday, November 29, 2024 8:04:06 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Dale & Bonnie Lewis <dwlewis14424@aol.com>
4171 Angela Way
Canandaigua, NY 14424

mailto:dwlewis14424@aol.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: Diana Wright
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Friday, November 29, 2024 8:05:28 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

I would like to comment more, but there seems to be a limits of characters, I can post. That seems rather
undemocratic.

This is very disturbing to me and the natural world that inhabits the unique and amazing Adirondack Park, if they
could talk. In aditiona to the talking points below, I have had a second home in the Adirondacks for almost 40 years
and have recently moved up here permanently. I have always been concerned with the noise and distruction ATVs
cause. I come up here to be in nature, to hear the birds and crickets and tree peepers. OMG I love the sound of tree
peepers on a warm June evening.

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Diana Wright <comphomellc@gmail.com>
1298 South Shore Rd
Hadley, NY 12835

mailto:comphomellc@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: Kevin Oldham
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Friday, November 29, 2024 8:06:13 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Kevin Oldham <koldham61@gmail.com>
137 Bear Rock Rd
Lake Ariel, PA 18436

mailto:koldham61@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: Paul Frederick
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Friday, November 29, 2024 8:11:47 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Paul Frederick <zaak123@yahoo.com>
2825 State Highway 10
Johnstown, N.Y. 12095

mailto:zaak123@yahoo.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: Maury Tigner
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: proposed changes to the master plan
Date: Friday, November 29, 2024 8:12:44 PM

[You don't often get email from mt52@cornell.edu. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Persons:
Of the currently proposed changes moat are very positive.  However:  PLEASE DO NOT EXPAND THE USE OF
MOTORIZED VEHICLES in the Park.
Sincerely, Maury Tigner, summer resident in the Town of Colton.

mailto:mt52@cornell.edu
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Trisha FO
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Friday, November 29, 2024 8:13:40 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Trisha FO <trisha.beckel@gmail.com>
489 Bear Cub Ln
Lake Placid, NY 12946

mailto:trisha.beckel@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: Kristin Davidson
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Friday, November 29, 2024 8:32:38 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Kristin Davidson <kdavidson2525@gmail.com>
51 Old Lake Road
Lake George, NY 12845

mailto:kdavidson2525@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: David Brauer
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Friday, November 29, 2024 8:35:43 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

David Brauer <dbrauer31@msn.com>
74 Forest Brook Dr
Lake Placid, NY 12946

mailto:dbrauer31@msn.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: Mary cronk
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Friday, November 29, 2024 9:12:41 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Mary cronk <mc389@cornell.edu>
32 jason dr
Binghamton, Ny 13901

mailto:mc389@cornell.edu
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: Diana Wright
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the 2024 Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Friday, November 29, 2024 9:24:51 PM

You don't often get email from comphomellc@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Greetings, I hope you enjoyed your Thanksgiving yesterday and didn't eat
too much.

I submitted an automatic comment previously but it had very limited
capacity for adding personal comments, so I am going to do that here.

I have always lived either in the foothills of, or within the park proper of the
Adirondacks. If you have ever spent any time here, I would hope that
you appreciate the wonder and beauty that the Adirondacks have to offer.

The use of motorized off road vehicles has always been a cause of concern
and annoyance. This is one of the Planet's diverse natural environments, the
protections of which, MUST be enforced, not changed. 

I have recently moved to the Sacandaga Reservoir and while sitting on the
shore to watch the bald eagles and Canada Geese hunting for fish, I am
disturbed by the constant annoying buzz of ATVs across the lake tearing up
the pristine beach as they buzz back and forth over the sand. These vehicles
leak hazardous fluids, leave rubber residue on rocks, run over endangered
salamanders and disappearing frogs, in addition to the erosion they cause
and the sound pollution they make. Did you know that songs birds are
having to change their mating calls to be louder and less unique to be heard
over the sound of human industrialization? As I sit here in nature, there is
always the sound of some human machine to interrupt the peace and quiet
and drown out the sounds of nature. Animals have much more sensitive
hearing than humans do. Can you imagine what it sounds like to them?

The proposal to exclude OPDMDs from the Master Plan’s definition of

mailto:comphomellc@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


“motor vehicle” would allow OPDMDs to potentially be used in Wilderness,
Primitive and Canoe land classifications in violation of Article 14 and the
Master Plan, and contrary to CP-3. OPDMDs include cars, trucks, golf carts,
Segways and All Terrain Vehicles (ATVs), that are prohibited in Wilderness,
Primitive and Canoe areas. 

Furthermore, there already exists the opportunity for persons with
disabilities to experience and enjoy the park as well as for people who just
want to ride their ATVs around and who apparently don't give a darn about
the natural environment because one certainly cannot hear the birds, or
watch frogs and salamanders when riding upon them. 

The APA and DEC have expanded and improved access for persons with
disabilities to recreational opportunities in the Forest Preserve through
creation of accessible trails, campgrounds, wildlife observation areas,
roadside scenic vistas, boat launches and other recreation facilities. In
addition, opportunities for the use of motor vehicles in appropriate portions
of the Forest Preserve by persons with disabilities has been and continues to
be provided through DEC Commissioner Policy 3, “Motorized Access
Program for People With Disabilities” (called CP-3).

I have always been confused and very disappointed that laws passed to
protect the environment, which are supposed to be forever, can be so easily
reversed.  We need to protect the Adirondacks completely and indefinitely
with no exceptions. FOREVER.  Without nature we don't have a habitable
planet. Persons with disabilities already have the protections in place to
allow them to enjoy and experience the Adirondack park.  There is no need
to change anything.

Thank you for you time. I do hope that you give all of the comments made
serious consideration and don't just rubber stamp the changes because that
is what is expected.

Diana Wright

-- 
Diana L. Wright
Completely Home Real Estate LLC
Licensed Real Estate Broker, CBR
Certified Real Estate Appraiser
518-465-9748 office

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdec.ny.gov%2Fplaces-to-go%2Faccessible-recreation%2Fmappwd%2Fpolicy&data=05%7C02%7CSLMP_UMP_Comments%40apa.ny.gov%7C46f172e8962e4a23faa208dd10e62892%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638685302910090192%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=82YosZMqxV9QNM4Ygb0Ap0STA0sPi%2F2pj%2F3ewkFKKZM%3D&reserved=0


518-813-5764 cell- text

"If we are to guard against Ignorance and remain free, it is the
responsibility of every American to be INFORMED"
  -- Thomas Jefferson



From: Rita g. Gordon
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Friday, November 29, 2024 10:28:34 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Rita g. Gordon <rgg222@gmail.com>
15 County Route 26
Malone, NY 12953

mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=b3fae5f175b7462784dff81281f631df-rgg222@gmai
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From: Adelia Moore
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Friday, November 29, 2024 11:16:47 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Adelia Moore <adeliamoore@gmail.com>
530 Canaan Road
CANAAN, NY 12029

mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=5cb2e1f1a7a64222bbba56039bf9f001-adeliamoore
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From: Paul Quincy Moore
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Friday, November 29, 2024 11:34:24 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Paul Quincy Moore <moore.quincy@gmail.com>
Camp Otterbrook
Tupper Lake, NY 12986

mailto:moore.quincy@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from ADK Powder Skiers
Date: Friday, November 29, 2024 11:39:54 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Fri Nov 29 2024 23:39:43 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

Last Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Peartree

Email [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email collection]: 

tjpeartree@gmail.com

Comments [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: State Land Master Plan amendment request: Remove the 

mandate that ski trails should have the same character and dimensions 

as a foot trail and come up with realistic guidelines for backcountry ski 

trails. Tim Peartree

Created Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Fri Nov 29 2024 23:39:43 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

First Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 
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mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


collection]: Tim

Phone Number [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: 5183132846

Form ID: comp-m30q4jk0

 

ADK Powder Skiers
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From: Avery Moore
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Saturday, November 30, 2024 12:52:23 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Avery Moore <averybustamoore@gmail.com>
2863 Stephen Drive
Richmond, CA 94803

mailto:averybustamoore@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: Patrick Teague
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Saturday, November 30, 2024 12:59:08 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Patrick Teague <patteag@yahoo.com>
PO Box 691
New Lebanon, NY 12125

mailto:patteag@yahoo.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: Ernest E. (Lee) Keet
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Saturday, November 30, 2024 3:43:09 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Hi Megan:

I completely support Protect the Adirondack's position on  the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan (APSLMP) which is:

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Ernest E. (Lee) Keet <Lee@Cloudsplitter.org>
62 Moir Road
Saranac Lake, NY 12983

mailto:Lee@Cloudsplitter.org
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: Darlene Cullen
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Saturday, November 30, 2024 5:12:09 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Darlene Cullen <j.cullen9@icloud.com>
743 Trout Pond Rd
Keeseville, New York 12944

mailto:j.cullen9@icloud.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: Sandra Richard
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Saturday, November 30, 2024 6:56:01 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Sandra Richard <sandy.richard@gmail.com>
86 Ridge Rd
Ridge, NY 11961

mailto:sandy.richard@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from ADK Powder Skiers
Date: Saturday, November 30, 2024 7:20:12 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Sat Nov 30 2024 07:19:58 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

Last Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: delaney

Email [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email collection]: 

brian@highpeakscyclery.com

Comments [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: we need additional ski trails everywhere that it makes 

sense!!!there are plenty of trees in the Adirondacks! Let’s just cut a few 

to widen and clear the trails! 

Created Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Sat Nov 30 2024 07:19:58 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

First Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Brian
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Phone Number [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: 5185233764

Form ID: comp-m30q4jk0

 

ADK Powder Skiers
Notification sent via Wix Automations
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From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from ADK Powder Skiers
Date: Saturday, November 30, 2024 8:09:03 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Sat Nov 30 2024 08:08:53 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

Last Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Doyle

Email [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email collection]: 

mikedoyleskiing@gmail.com

Comments [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Backcountry skiing doesn’t pollute the air and doesn’t need 

fossil fuels for power. An amendment should be added to the State 

Land Master Plan to include and protect backcountry ski touring trails.

Created Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Sat Nov 30 2024 08:08:53 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

First Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Mike
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From: Walter Linck
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Date: Saturday, November 30, 2024 8:13:11 AM

You don't often get email from walter.linck@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Phillips:

In this additional comment letter, I wish to call your attention to the important, relevant
existing policy of another New York State agency - the New York State Office of Parks,
Recreation and HIstoric Preservation - concerning some well thought-out components of that
April 2022 policy.  (See: https://parks.ny.gov/documents/inside-our-
agency/PublicDocuments/GuidancePolicies/OtherPowerDrivenMobilityDevices.pdf )

For one thing, I note that OPRHP's definition of OPDMD is exactly the same as the federal,
DOJ definition, which is arguably quite sensible. It reads that an OPDMD is, "Any mobility
device powered by batteries, fuel, or other means – whether or not designed primarily for use
by individuals with mobility disabilities – used by individuals with mobility disabilities,
including golf carts, electronic personal assistance mobility devices (i.e., the Segway PT), or
any mobility device designed to operate in areas without defined pedestrian routes, but that is
not a wheelchair."

For another thing, I note that OPRHP's policy largely prohibits gas-powered OPDMD, with all
of the following written policy set forth by the agency to detail that prohibition and explain the
rationale, as follows:

"Prohibition

Gas-powered OPDMD

One type of OPDMD is a mobility device powered by a gas-fueled engine using natural gas,
gasoline, diesel, synthetic or biofuel, or a combination thereof, including all-terrain vehicles
(ATV), carts, off-road bikes, motor scooters, motorcycles, tractors and vehicles (whether two,
three, or four wheeled). 

OPDMDs equipped with gas-fueled engines will largely be prohibited in many park settings
due to risks outlined below; however, the risks associated with gas-powered devices warrant
an individualized assessment of the device’s operating condition, operator’s knowledge of
existing conditions and restrictions, and the intended itinerary. This will reduce the risk of
safety hazards arising from conflicting use of facilities and trail conditions. Consultation has
not presented an unreasonable burden to users; virtually all state park facilities are staffed
and have the capacity to review the request on-site and consult without undue delay. 

OPRHP facilities possess significant natural topographical features and ecological resources
that are managed to support a wide range of plant and animal communities in harmony with
public recreation. Gas-powered OPDMDs present a substantial risk of harm to operators,
visitors, and the immediate environment due to their internal combustion engines and
relatively large dimensions, weight, driving range and/or horsepower. Additional risks posed
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by gas-powered devices are detailed as follows: 

• Volatile fuels present a risk of fire created by ignition systems and the heat of engine
combustion. 

• Fuel tanks may leak or fuel may spill during refueling. Fuel leaks damage the environment
and may cause fire. 

• Engine noise can produce a significant zone of disturbance to native wildlife and can
negatively impact visitor experience. Noise presents a health risk to park users when it
exceeds 70dB, which the World Health Organization has set as a maximum safe noise level in
the workplace. Many gas-powered devices, such as ATV and motor bikes, have the capacity to
routinely exceed this threshold level under otherwise normal operating conditions. 

• The exhaust of small internal combustion engines may pose an air quality risk for park
visitors and employees."

In light of this OPRHP policy, in its entirety, I ask you the following questions:

1) Why does your proposed OPDMD definition for NYSAPA and NYSDEC differ so
significantly from the existing NYSOPRHP legal definition and the federal, DOJ legal
definition - those latter two of which are (seemingly very sensibly) identical to each
other? 

2) Why, given: a) your legal responsibility for protecting the environment and all the
natural resources of the Adirondack Park; and, b) given such obvious potential impacts
as OPRHP clearly recognizes and seeks to prevent by policy, are you ceding all your
oversight of DEC's management of the public and managerial use of OPDMD's across all
of the Adirondack Park to DEC (in itself questionable on multiple counts) while DEC
has not only not adopted ANY policy for their managerial use or public recreational use,
but also remains steadfastly opposed to even developing such policy in the future?  This
strikes me as being as complete an abrogation of your legal responsibilities as could possibly
be entertained.  I can think of many potential environmental impacts you should be concerned
about, both the same as those OPRHP recognizes and different - different by being special to
the Adirondacks and all the very special, protected and sensitive natural areas within the Park
boundaries.

I believe it is essential that you answer these questions of mine in your Environmental Impact
Statement, especially given how the established policy of your sister agency - NYSOPRHP -
points unambiguously to a variety of environmental impacts that use of OPDMD's can have.

Thank you,

Walt Linck

-----



From: Richard Evans
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Saturday, November 30, 2024 8:29:19 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Richard Evans <protectadks.deodorant484@passmail.net>
PO Box 1655
Lake Placid, NY 12946

mailto:protectadks.deodorant484@passmail.net
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: Honor Moore
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Saturday, November 30, 2024 8:36:01 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Honor Moore <honor@honormoore.com>
276 Riverside DR 8A
NYC, NY 10025

mailto:honor@honormoore.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from ADK Powder Skiers
Date: Saturday, November 30, 2024 8:47:34 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!
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From: James Visconti
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Saturday, November 30, 2024 8:48:32 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and en

Sincerely,

James Visconti <jimandginger@hotmail.com>
222 Union Falls Rd.
AuSable Forks, New York 12912

mailto:jimandginger@hotmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: Thomas Weickert
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Saturday, November 30, 2024 9:02:05 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Thomas Weickert <t.weickert@neura.edu.au>
8496 Melo Cir
Clay, NY 13041

mailto:t.weickert@neura.edu.au
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: Marian Moore
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Saturday, November 30, 2024 9:03:51 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Marian Moore <marmoore@aol.com>
Camp Otterbrook
Tupper Lake, NY 12986

mailto:marmoore@aol.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: Ellen C. Collins
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Saturday, November 30, 2024 9:10:00 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Ellen C. Collins <17ellencollins@gmail.com>
PO Box 156, 3339 State Route 28
Blue Mountain Lake, NY 12812

mailto:17ellencollins@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: Mary Kuykendall
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Saturday, November 30, 2024 9:11:09 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and en

Sincerely,

Mary Kuykendall <kuykendallmary340@gmail.com>
80 Westside Drive
Ballston Lake, NY 12019

mailto:kuykendallmary340@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: Bonnie Vicki
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Saturday, November 30, 2024 9:14:28 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Bonnie Vicki <bonnie.denman@gmail.com>
536 Igerna Rd
North Creek, New York 12853

mailto:bonnie.denman@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: Bonnie Vicki
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Changes to APA
Date: Saturday, November 30, 2024 9:31:23 AM

You don't often get email from bonnie.denman@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

I live in the Adirondacks and am very grateful for all the opportunities that it gives me.

I do not want to see more motorized access to State Land.  I truly feel that it will decrease the
magnificence of the park.  Wilderness lands should always remain wilderness.  Wild lands
should be protected from additional onslaught.

I am an elderly lady.  I still hike, canoe and snowshoe on state trails.  I no longer expect to be
able to reach the high peaks.  Do I want elevators put in for me?  NO.  I am finding great joy
in using the lesser known areas that I am capable of exploring.  It has opened up new areas for
me to explore and enjoy.

Please do not do anything to decrease the total protection of the park.

Thank you.

Sincerely,
Bonnie Vicki

mailto:bonnie.denman@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Robert E Buckley
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Saturday, November 30, 2024 10:10:55 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and en

Sincerely,

Robert E Buckley <rebjr50@gmail.com>
136 Juergen Point
Mayfield, New York 12117

mailto:rebjr50@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: JAMES C DAWSON
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Saturday, November 30, 2024 10:30:46 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

JAMES C DAWSON <dawsonjc@plattsburgh.edu>
166 US OVAL
PLATTSBURGH, NEW YORK 12903

mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=fdf9013bdd2240de970c100836dec9ae-dawsonjc@pl
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: Bruce Krug
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Saturday, November 30, 2024 10:39:05 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and en

Sincerely,

Bruce Krug <krugvale@frontiernetnet.net>
2771 West Road.
Constableville, NY 13325

mailto:krugvale@frontiernetnet.net
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from ADK Powder Skiers
Date: Saturday, November 30, 2024 10:41:56 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!
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From: Craig A. Emblidge
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Saturday, November 30, 2024 11:09:59 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Craig A. Emblidge <cemblidge@roadrunner.com>
29 Owen Avenue
Queensbury, New York 12804

mailto:cemblidge@roadrunner.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: Robert J Murphy
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Saturday, November 30, 2024 11:36:33 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Robert J Murphy <robertmurphy359@gmail.com>
P O Box 102, 9554 Main St.
Holland Patent, NY, NY 13354

mailto:robertmurphy359@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: RWHartung@aol.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Saturday, November 30, 2024 11:38:16 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Russ Hartung, RWHartung@aol.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Russ Hartung
 Email from: RWHartung@aol.com
 Address:
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 I am a 66 year old man. I've been enjoying the the Adirondacks for my whole life and I want my children their
children to be able to enjoy the quickly vanishing wonder of solitude and wilderness. Some see the prohibition of
motorized vehicles as discriminatory against those with disabilities. If that's so, then I'm discriminating against my
future self as well when I argue against access for those types of vehicles. As I age I steadily lose some strength and
stamina and balance. I know I won't be able to hike or kayak with the same capacity in the future. But if you change
the wilderness such that I can use a motorized vehicle to access the park, you have forever changed the essence of
the park. I think such a demand would be selfish on my part because the magic of the Adirondacks lies, to a great
extent, in the wilderness itself. Any demands I or others might make for continued access, no matter our age or
disability, would rob my descendants of that wild magic. Therefore I strongly disagree with the idea of allowing
powered vehicles into areas where they are now disallowed. The whole point of wilderness is that it's not just a
playground for people. The point of wilderness IS wilderness - a wild place where, as best we can, the landscape is
left as it was eons ago. The needs of people don't trump the needs of wilderness for it's own sake.

Russ Hartung, MD Morrisonville, NY

mailto:noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
mailto:RWHartung@aol.com


From: Walter Linck
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: comment correction
Date: Saturday, November 30, 2024 12:02:33 PM

You don't often get email from walter.linck@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Phillips,

I would like to correct my comment letter of earlier today by noting that the NYSOPRHP
definition of OPDMD is actually not entirely identical to the federal DOJ definition in
language.  Howerer, please note the two definitions are identical in meaning, as the sentence
construction is the same and the language differences are so minor as to not affect the
meaning.  Consequently, please consider my question in my earlier comment letter about
certain significant differences between definitions to remain the same.  

My apologies, and thank you,

Walt Linck

mailto:walter.linck@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
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From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from ADK Powder Skiers
Date: Saturday, November 30, 2024 12:07:34 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!
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From: Ann E Woodward
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Saturday, November 30, 2024 12:23:46 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Ann E Woodward <ann.woodward@aol.com>
55 West 14th St, Apt 15A
New York, NY 10011

mailto:ann.woodward@aol.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: alex dearborn
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Saturday, November 30, 2024 1:09:30 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

alex dearborn <alex@dearbornauto.com>
camp otterbrook,  Box 1131
tupper lake, ny 12986

mailto:alex@dearbornauto.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: Patience Moore
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Saturday, November 30, 2024 2:45:30 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Patience Moore <patiencemoore2@gmail.com>
8 Rutgers Pl
Montclair, NJ 07043-2611

mailto:patiencemoore2@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: Richard D Jarvis
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Saturday, November 30, 2024 3:12:50 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should continue to have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with
Article 14 and the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should
be deleted. DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with
disabilities and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.  The November 2024
letter by Protect the Adirondacks provides valuable background and specific wording of changes.  Move to improve,
no invite re-litigation of the issues.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.  Add that UMPs
can consider ADA in wild forest and intensive use areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources. The goal of visitor use management is
NOT to maximize recreational uses of land and water.  Define parameters, desired conditions, prevent unacceptable
impacts and degradation to resources.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Richard D Jarvis <dickj7878@gmail.com>
53 Norman Ridge Rd
Vermontville, New York 12989

mailto:dickj7878@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: Dana Swinsky Cantelmo
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Saturday, November 30, 2024 3:21:47 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Dana Swinsky Cantelmo <dcatemp@gmail.com>
578 Bayberry Walk
Ocean Beach, NY 11770

mailto:dcatemp@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: gwen kendall
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Saturday, November 30, 2024 3:28:10 PM

You don't often get email from gwen.kendall.579825806@advocatefor.me. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
gwen kendall 
34 York St
Honeoye Falls, NY 14472



From: Jim Loveland
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Saturday, November 30, 2024 3:49:09 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Jim Loveland <jimloveland52@yahoo.com>
2500 54th Ave N  Lot 100
St Petersburg, Florida 33714-1970

mailto:jimloveland52@yahoo.com
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From: Bernard Pfeiffer
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Saturday, November 30, 2024 4:59:41 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Bernard Pfeiffer <winterer02@outlook.com>
3970 State Route 3
Saranac, NY 12981

mailto:winterer02@outlook.com
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From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from ADK Powder Skiers
Date: Saturday, November 30, 2024 5:24:23 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Sat Nov 30 2024 17:24:12 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

Last Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Keal

Email [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email collection]: 

owenfo21@gmail.com

Comments [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: backcountry skiing has been a cornerstone of anyone that 

has lived in the Adirondacks, by adding this amendment this will make 

backcountry skiing more available to new and upcoming skiers. not 

having any glades in the high peaks makes it so that skiers are pushed 

to only ski backcountry when they are good enough to ski slides and 

they have proper avalanche training, but by adding this amendment this 

will bring glades that are going to assist the transformation of an 

amazing skiing community. 

mailto:no-reply@crm.wix.com
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Created Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Sat Nov 30 2024 17:24:12 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

First Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Owen

Phone Number [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: 5186373756

Form ID: comp-m30q4jk0

 

ADK Powder Skiers
Notification sent via Wix Automations

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu46509964.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.16O0hg1-2FLz1kpPxGHUZbqZk4mwOValW8Vcy4a06zNkzi2R6IviT1JPvvf4cfosPCM6yh_88hCRf29-2B-2B4o-2FzKRt7gWaQEuQh3u1G5HfG0HptNZ5EvnrNGxy0ocL0lnZPHScT7swD2lvxU-2B15jYClZq-2BOUKBrh5p58W1MLUo5qa5i9pAFk8mAkD8kINdjF1HV76tQDvqNRyGUbfEpkbdzpye9pGzoeGIXJItPPlkYFR-2F57qE8-2Ffkl2GooKTxCT-2FxZ4SKiJ6NiYoqJ7E3Kgdkv9Y5EhW7MDgJC-2BXhmwr6ksJdoc1biorbxyyBXr3RQPWV0spH-2Fn4uUpBv2leFLanOEuXP7SWkm8gIWKJU9r-2B-2FABkXRbi9qQEj3L0X2TItm1a1M8HOSU6vderyOXD-2FTZOouwwOloRWFTh7ijYIcb28ROcyko0ROlXIixGI7KTCuXhcMIQJrT2-2BYNsJlrQLf7nRtuaBL4V4DDMGeWzefML4s9Qn-2FhiJ90XjjxpPOwNfzwonDLDXS1MFZsFvwXCWmMZpdnM-2BtzGhHB7-2Bu5dVEM1cPYJ-2Fyrrr9w-3D&data=05%7C02%7Cslmp_ump_comments%40apa.ny.gov%7C65dba2a54443464105b608dd118dbb87%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638686022624477955%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cvBenudz4MeW17lALQ7yviCVn%2FW5okXgIdFFoNJ7Ang%3D&reserved=0


From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from ADK Powder Skiers
Date: Saturday, November 30, 2024 5:25:01 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Sat Nov 30 2024 17:24:48 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

Last Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Knauf

Email [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email collection]: 

vtampsusa@gmail.com

Comments [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: I support the design and implementation of SAFE ski trails 

that are used only for skiing in the winter months. That means allowing 

vegetation beyond that of a hiking trail but clearing of trees, particularly 

small trees, beyond that of the current 4' regulation. 4' is simply not safe 

for skiers considering grades. Trails should be designed with the width 

that is appropriate for the grade in any given section.

Created Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Sat Nov 30 2024 17:24:48 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

mailto:no-reply@crm.wix.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


Time)

First Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Michael

Phone Number [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: 585-713-6185

Form ID: comp-m30q4jk0

 

ADK Powder Skiers
Notification sent via Wix Automations

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu46509964.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.16O0hg1-2FLz1kpPxGHUZbqZk4mwOValW8Vcy4a06zNkzi2R6IviT1JPvvf4cfosPCylfR_88hCRf29-2B-2B4o-2FzKRt7gWaQEuQh3u1G5HfG0HptNZ5EvnrNGxy0ocL0lnZPHScT7swD2lvxU-2B15jYClZq-2BOUKBkQi3rD1iS83otdlEO9hewJI-2B4o8SepdQ-2F0rKm-2FOMp5NSXHeAodgdVmUpeG4bWQebeOnoIvjZQ99wdKlrtGxIo9LJ80NabWME56whL04JGKgas4VVtYwiRsHzhE2cfrsUbo3peI8R03b-2BPZfJLN-2FCQW7PxQJSxGTejQ-2F-2Fnuqf10bnfOD347QCLWB3QWJdWcVFtkAtt9pgF06dG8DllDWom0ztn0uW68kUBLrT2VTxQLVfoJi77dbWlDCBiJ3cOOr30hkBL5X3C2P0XK9Xv-2BW7xjQu5qAnaSbhy7Iq4Uki-2FF7uV21O0s-2B-2BPXlEvH6wsHvXLjm6-2BHKJmTwmYxk7-2FxLocF5fDYCpgjxztA5jyZvn1mS0NKF32PjnAFKGsK0gVglBPxcbTfpUzVS4J39rQh6ADU-3D&data=05%7C02%7Cslmp_ump_comments%40apa.ny.gov%7C3f2d6af1a0b04ddc6b8708dd118dd0d1%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638686023006364745%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rhO%2ByzRR9dctEPaVOSY57SFYWoPQqOGsGxNKYLrscMY%3D&reserved=0


From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from ADK Powder Skiers
Date: Saturday, November 30, 2024 5:35:45 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Sat Nov 30 2024 17:35:37 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

Last Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Cole

Email [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email collection]: 

matthew.cole@me.com

Comments [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Dear APA, I support an amendment to the State Land 

Master Plan to add backcountry ski touring trails. In my opinion, adding 

skiing trails will encourage year-round usage, boosting the economies 

of the communities that surround our state lands. Most of these areas 

see dramatically reduced usage in the winter, whereas skiing can help 

keep these communities tourism industries vibrant year-round. I also 

believe that in a time of inbounds ski area passes that routinely exceed 

$100, backcountry skiing has a democratizing effect, keeping people of 

mailto:no-reply@crm.wix.com
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all income levels outside and on the snow. Finally, I believe that more 

users naturally results in more stewardship, converting people into 

advocates for preserving state lands as a public heritage worth passing 

down to New Yorkers of the future. Thank you for your consideration.

Created Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Sat Nov 30 2024 17:35:37 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

First Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Matthew

Phone Number [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: 206-790-8791

Form ID: comp-m30q4jk0

 

ADK Powder Skiers
Notification sent via Wix Automations

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu46509964.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.16O0hg1-2FLz1kpPxGHUZbqZk4mwOValW8Vcy4a06zNkzi2R6IviT1JPvvf4cfosPCy-Az_88hCRf29-2B-2B4o-2FzKRt7gWaQEuQh3u1G5HfG0HptNZ5EvnrNGxy0ocL0lnZPHScT7swD2lvxU-2B15jYClZq-2BOUKBg73G27o5mgRzXaBAPnvoHHI9uDS047ZdEQrfdzs42qdby2-2B-2B-2FULcn7aUVspx6U7FXHWiU3ZckrGVvAhyG5POLfqNgrQgRUJRNJyHo0aHRM7T163uPe1qKkuFT4gpgSibWbAA-2FkBXplFSDZKMg53iZueDYXwCSAtxGpevNb9CT1KUWXXXCRk7yLhjRkSUaWQ1lMu424QGiqmEUNLVmcCmOKf4Uv6RZpoTCesq34YtkvrVFrsG2BFYDL6-2BwTjyRskOaU-2F46aZr-2B7QWoYbltck448HbCawEu6cwus8blLYkCq-2FtBV5I0K-2BertUo3ALg5nXOoospO3Aa1-2FR5Cnav8Izl-2FT1-2Bc5KjxjlakVG-2FlVIv2aLHOTs-2F8tYNc0AaoTplkRhIM5KY-2Bar7BJsp0wSRYLnbhM-3D&data=05%7C02%7Cslmp_ump_comments%40apa.ny.gov%7C37caf287311041a6e2cd08dd118f528b%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638686029451527840%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CSLCabmBFAsjVss9cu4jr1mLrVd%2FKRlC5nt7cPblW70%3D&reserved=0


From: Heidi Pringle
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Saturday, November 30, 2024 5:45:41 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

As a frequent visitor to the Wild Forest in the Adirondacks,  I am horrified that people are suggesting altering the
Master Plan.  This Plan has maintained the Adirondacks in the condition desired for a very long time.
There have always been people with disabilities who have been able to enjoy the Adirondacks without changing the
Master Plan or designation of protected lands.  Please discourage and refute this misguided proposal.

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Heidi Pringle <hepringle99@gmail.com>
3237 Ramblewood Rd
Ellicott City, Maryland 21042

mailto:hepringle99@gmail.com
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From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from ADK Powder Skiers
Date: Saturday, November 30, 2024 5:57:05 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Sat Nov 30 2024 17:56:54 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

Last Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Basirico

Email [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email collection]: 

john.basirico@gmail.com

Comments [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Dear New York State Government, I urge you to consider 

amending the State Land Master Plan to allow for the development of 

designated backcountry ski touring trails. This addition would provide 

expanded recreational opportunities while maintaining sustainable use 

of our state’s natural resources. New Hampshire has successfully 

implemented such trails, which have become highly popular among 

outdoor enthusiasts, contributing to both tourism and local economies. 

Introducing similar trails in New York would enhance winter recreation, 

mailto:no-reply@crm.wix.com
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attract more visitors, and promote a deeper appreciation for our state’s 

wilderness areas. Thank you for your consideration. Sincerely, John 

Basirico 

Created Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Sat Nov 30 2024 17:56:54 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

First Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: John

Phone Number [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: 5183684655

Form ID: comp-m30q4jk0

 

ADK Powder Skiers
Notification sent via Wix Automations

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu46509964.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.16O0hg1-2FLz1kpPxGHUZbqZk4mwOValW8Vcy4a06zNkzi2R6IviT1JPvvf4cfosPCRwCN_88hCRf29-2B-2B4o-2FzKRt7gWaQEuQh3u1G5HfG0HptNZ5EvnrNGxy0ocL0lnZPHScT7swD2lvxU-2B15jYClZq-2BOUKBr9mNpprpVbkad92FgPOtoBFPhgfV6sdAK8ArW-2FsvAQNAp1UTQGVDbh2uK-2ByY1sNhwZ4O3Lf-2FOHLpCkxBbR2kXJ9RLoka28j6l8-2FJDK-2B0MX-2Bhni4DqnIpk1oD1hC7be2b2v49BvZO6stju9CQ1lcWRAgUnt9XtwRsAjtlLCqigYPcadDaip8M2OmqehexYcr9CU5CClt997930e9sg5PqJwkQ63f6EOqsHjDmlW2m20KcSOdt8TChPVXYHaQ6WCTvO89SO3UIoTQR2vYt-2BdIs98yn06CIUA4oLc2Z2rBkywdJkshFyjiiHuPf8-2BcREYiO-2BY-2BJv24wInEsR-2BmOyYv5e0g-2BgZtDtYzte6Jxn9g1Mb88sylJAd5T5TEJ0zfZVBfTKaCZHWe8FfrEQpR-2BxLRiQA-3D&data=05%7C02%7Cslmp_ump_comments%40apa.ny.gov%7C31655e6e26e34dee889308dd11924c8b%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638686042248212006%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fdeBC8B%2FtLUQ2%2FMm5OHcQOzFoQUOg3foV2rDX4NZUa0%3D&reserved=0


From: Eve Pollak
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Saturday, November 30, 2024 6:04:03 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Eve Pollak <movingvoice@me.com>
7117 Fairways Dr
Longmont, CO 80503

mailto:movingvoice@me.com
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From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from ADK Powder Skiers
Date: Saturday, November 30, 2024 6:17:09 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Sat Nov 30 2024 18:16:57 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

Last Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Watkins

Email [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email collection]: 

gwatkins@graywatkinslaw.com

Comments [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Rather than skiing on haphazardly created/maintained trails, 

the North Country back country ski community would love to have a 

variety of intentionally well-designed/maintained back country trails 

which won’t conflict with hikers/snowshoers. We are a resourceful and 

energetic community, able to help with planning and maintenance if the 

right agencies are willing to engage with us. Thank you.

Created Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Sat Nov 30 2024 18:16:57 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

mailto:no-reply@crm.wix.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


Time)

First Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Gray

Phone Number [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: +1(518) 527-4002

Form ID: comp-m30q4jk0

 

ADK Powder Skiers
Notification sent via Wix Automations

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu46509964.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.16O0hg1-2FLz1kpPxGHUZbqZk4mwOValW8Vcy4a06zNkzi2R6IviT1JPvvf4cfosPCzeRM_88hCRf29-2B-2B4o-2FzKRt7gWaQEuQh3u1G5HfG0HptNZ5EvnrNGxy0ocL0lnZPHScT7swD2lvxU-2B15jYClZq-2BOUKBudNQV-2BGLc5ihDcK4MMq6PyybkSCCuvQsLcKxZP1mEadpfwfPEygFwnDA-2FVqrEzfX7tZMazKN-2Bpjf2pWScqAEGKRcA8AcG1-2F0Z-2F2unFkMi-2Bpnq2aG7I29mmsGuIglgQ6m7DcXLCjZoZ-2BRat-2FAKHt2-2FtxqDXphFaAjzTvgkRF-2B1sK2f4i8NFHlvxu6ZhVfFP0EFMD0L40bWWNZZFieJ1tc5faXn5lMCxnX1o-2FBpDeYuE9dOXb2KtZ3RW9JoRraLBfGn-2BeReFYr8x3xpzdDsyDM-2FhT-2B8pDi-2Fy-2FcCYzEU5vfZdTtU5fURh9cvpYfnkKzklkeorfxp-2Bb-2B4XH-2FtJu5-2BhnA6-2FchOCkBUzKzNSxI-2F43TFTpYdRqyYSO30sVNQX3V6jS4VC8Suttuc0O-2FnAb9P9cmpQ-3D&data=05%7C02%7Cslmp_ump_comments%40apa.ny.gov%7C3c2782eb97f44b9701ef08dd119518bf%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638686054285141395%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WICpkmA0xwhn8554Z4gTVEXd4pF6M9FMcmZTlx2iGyI%3D&reserved=0


From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from ADK Powder Skiers
Date: Saturday, November 30, 2024 6:42:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Sat Nov 30 2024 18:42:02 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

Last Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Usher

Email [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email collection]: 

bkusher17@gmail.com

Comments [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: I would like to see some Adirondack trails made specifically 

for backcountry skiing. Hikers do far more damage to the land, than 

skiers and snowboarders do because we are on the snow and not 

causing erosion and wear on the actual ground. Skiing trails have 

historically been allowed in the Adirondacks and I feel they should be 

allowed again. Thank you. 

Created Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Sat Nov 30 2024 18:42:02 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

mailto:no-reply@crm.wix.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


Time)

First Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Brian

Phone Number [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: 5183215456

Form ID: comp-m30q4jk0

 

ADK Powder Skiers
Notification sent via Wix Automations

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu46509964.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.16O0hg1-2FLz1kpPxGHUZbqZk4mwOValW8Vcy4a06zNkzi2R6IviT1JPvvf4cfosPChecH_88hCRf29-2B-2B4o-2FzKRt7gWaQEuQh3u1G5HfG0HptNZ5EvnrNGxy0ocL0lnZPHScT7swD2lvxU-2B15jYClZq-2BOUKBvd-2Fs-2BfE3vml5kwIYfXRewvCMpWdNuJFDIgpqGN-2F0ElN5TZV-2F9710ZiCPJ54GHcxTXcVNCGTCGRDWLGBAh7Ooo-2FGWwFESsa5wEpfucEvjV3qipUe3HiRAXMAlgIJlVS8WuGLi1V67LXgkt7StqrSNr-2F8mIsJn8SBLqs-2FuCnny1L-2FnOKmPGRK9GVmmLbJLwS6gYgDNbbNi0uaou5-2FlSmSjRRYSXnipAbRkGy4jMTTdn3WzYCgxt4mA3xUd1GDR6OaJrMUVp2B5R905Qdoh9q4E03MIuAePVrY8jAswOoeLIKRNGVBpM0s5POP-2FqXNo-2FeR5fIFBDubV6YY2kCct-2BRbi6JWASnAoL2mSaMbm7p4l-2BtRU9q16LDxtHIr4WW8xi-2BEmYqLhxtmn06dUXb3W0cZawY-3D&data=05%7C02%7Cslmp_ump_comments%40apa.ny.gov%7Ca6778d6e21784827fa4f08dd11989d0f%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638686069350402216%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Ym3H5bJndBSilMUQY7eZOPCUWa08bL5%2FbkfK85yoc6Q%3D&reserved=0


From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from ADK Powder Skiers
Date: Saturday, November 30, 2024 8:13:54 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Sat Nov 30 2024 20:13:42 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

Last Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Budlong

Email [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email collection]: 

pjbudlong@aol.com

Comments [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: I don’t understand the agency’s prejudice against back 

country skiing. Seems to me it’s less impactful than hiking! 

Created Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Sat Nov 30 2024 20:13:42 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

First Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Paul

Phone Number [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

mailto:no-reply@crm.wix.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


collection]: 5188529312

Form ID: comp-m30q4jk0

 

ADK Powder Skiers
Notification sent via Wix Automations

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu46509964.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.16O0hg1-2FLz1kpPxGHUZbqZk4mwOValW8Vcy4a06zNkzi2R6IviT1JPvvf4cfosPC7WFq_88hCRf29-2B-2B4o-2FzKRt7gWaQEuQh3u1G5HfG0HptNZ5EvnrNGxy0ocL0lnZPHScT7swD2lvxU-2B15jYClZq-2BOUKBmDw0el6asfrvOLDulCLjJjceSuDA07-2B-2F1Jk74IYDMOx41YgmHxgxCPbmEh1p9ICKbPeCv21n3KFIacnap4GF-2FvYz-2BHmEcYjfMGejlclg73Bp1axUcxvb584j2GdqieedmDpgLA9Xag8EcEnA4oNNOIkwFw6Pqf0qdxMGqOR-2FkWqvFYGWFSvaljHCgrFkojQXj8RJ1PFq-2BWhqbKAzzZl-2FJItINnyeXJUWKcnW56ETzUwF1csHhfOjkfp8pIBsJrwahGFwdlXyL4gp5yl2Ylado3xj0cTxe9kf8MrIJO-2FRwqOEJ6jR77NaqoNewynaRGfGwSTNnUd-2Fu-2BpPpj8HNCIsTHuU9IBncP-2FLQ1Nnq-2B3SbJSZ3PIi70ey6iGY3gIjoRDvspPLZkGUeh-2Ffx3Gf9yOAEA-3D&data=05%7C02%7Cslmp_ump_comments%40apa.ny.gov%7C2cda36ecbd1d46757aa008dd11a56a52%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638686124340963678%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zW4SWB62ewUo1zksrB6mnIK96nF%2Fg%2F7mKzKz4nX%2BIUs%3D&reserved=0


From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from ADK Powder Skiers
Date: Saturday, November 30, 2024 8:47:56 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Sat Nov 30 2024 20:47:46 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

Last Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Collins

Email [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email collection]: 

tcollins98809@gmail.com

Comments [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: I feel that backcountry skiing is one of the least invasive 

ways to explore the Adirondacks. Maintaining backcountry ski trails will 

provide tremendous outdoor adventure opportunities and be a much 

need boost to local Adirondack communities.

Created Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Sat Nov 30 2024 20:47:46 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

First Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

mailto:no-reply@crm.wix.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


collection]: Tim

Phone Number [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: (518) 361 - 6451

Form ID: comp-m30q4jk0

 

ADK Powder Skiers
Notification sent via Wix Automations

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu46509964.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.16O0hg1-2FLz1kpPxGHUZbqZk4mwOValW8Vcy4a06zNkzi2R6IviT1JPvvf4cfosPCWCr9_88hCRf29-2B-2B4o-2FzKRt7gWaQEuQh3u1G5HfG0HptNZ5EvnrNGxy0ocL0lnZPHScT7swD2lvxU-2B15jYClZq-2BOUKBr7Mv-2Fj8lCkW31DgXy93O0waGiFWOT09Y-2FQ-2BWJGv7FjeiS-2F3LiqSFiTKOHVWQIrInaDZkfts-2Bn8IKWzaZb2byW88a1eLfukTap-2Bx4dIWLQ4TNkqzR4Cgae8sepKutufiGiOtYHBD2xXHWvKMHrzM3TjvqFnRbl3jk7EGNBAdo3Lwmrar8kCiE5TiAjVvsUosj4pe-2BU8iEWYox4asNtnP9ofqO3EJyM1HByVWZrkgL2ktLctoMoC4o4OYE7cPpHIhmL15JJT8-2Br-2BQUIRtYaAaKYb0-2Fhax32yI-2BRAuXN-2BoLjF5ewjvRX9b9FLJXHzXlr6JUkZAN1s2PFK38ANa1o6500DJEy1RCuk54QwwOSn7iQxYJ-2BV4rVbGsMT5ZiRmu3H1NZKyS9uwD3BUu-2F-2FrgJWLTr8-3D&data=05%7C02%7Cslmp_ump_comments%40apa.ny.gov%7C403a3c582fcf4e370a7d08dd11aa2b8b%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638686144754423538%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Ml3KIsGOu%2B%2Bu2WHPRT3yPxrI16erSuTzA8avRvv6lwA%3D&reserved=0


From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from ADK Powder Skiers
Date: Saturday, November 30, 2024 8:48:12 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Sat Nov 30 2024 20:47:59 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

Last Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Hayden

Email [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email collection]: 

cfordhayden@gmail.com

Created Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Sat Nov 30 2024 20:47:59 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

First Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Christina

Phone Number [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: 5183549966

Form ID: comp-m30q4jk0

 

mailto:no-reply@crm.wix.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


ADK Powder Skiers
Notification sent via Wix Automations

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu46509964.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.16O0hg1-2FLz1kpPxGHUZbqZk4mwOValW8Vcy4a06zNkzi2R6IviT1JPvvf4cfosPCJ1s4_88hCRf29-2B-2B4o-2FzKRt7gWaQEuQh3u1G5HfG0HptNZ5EvnrNGxy0ocL0lnZPHScT7swD2lvxU-2B15jYClZq-2BOUKBpB-2BWDdJywBLSnx8U5uOu2PIxmd4HGCHjWqIMp3WKz0HJnNqkCdv1G-2FMmeFiXKwVy07GRyWLLMDhtxE2MX-2FGB8ODJN5ndrjFSthd-2Bv7-2Fx134zHI-2B2hKyu7KHnIXlLi7HzbPwbq-2F9EpmZpWao45-2FBqrKWKvT9eWx0V2iUL4ZFLM9MJAMaBTVvZWKB6WijynFaIcqNhga93kPTQ-2Fq8TPz-2Fn28sfdzQB56HQWAwI-2BMt4A0SLo0PP1asZFwWslYNpSCfnIaj0M-2F5paWz9Muxrv-2FLir74s-2FzhN5XN3pgkUY2L-2FyO2XsDt8cyCjg8eTfz-2BaqSlEDQLXWwy1fe806RPZNoBygGZsmkUbgje5HSMeRc3BJNR4AnpgpvNPGkrHBSUttrfN-2Fqkw7V4BY5h7hCIsEkxv2o-3D&data=05%7C02%7Cslmp_ump_comments%40apa.ny.gov%7Cae88b0aa5d4244f46df108dd11aa342e%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638686144916468795%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ebQNV6z2ubnL%2BrwPdOWAfOYmMXnkH9NdLpf%2F3ASG43Y%3D&reserved=0


From: Marc Wanner
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: SLMP Amendment Comments
Date: Saturday, November 30, 2024 8:55:28 PM

You don't often get email from mwanner2@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Please, NO MOTORS in Wilderness Areas.

Marc Wanner
Judy Rush
Saranac Lake

mailto:mwanner2@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Larry McGory
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Saturday, November 30, 2024 10:11:38 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Larry McGory
29 Snell Rd.
Potsdam, NY 13676

Please accept this public comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

What is quite striking and disappointing about the Adirondacks, is the orientation toward, and prevalence of
motorized vehicles in the wild lands and waters.
Land and water with motorized activity are not wild - those of us who desire wild places are pushed into limited
"reservations". I would like to see the APA move to
curtail motorized activity rather than to expand it. It would seem that exceptions could be made to facilitate access to
certain places for people with disabilities, without
opening the floodgates for the general population. There are already way more than enough places for motorized
activity. I have to drive an hour to get to a wilderness
cross country ski trail of any significant length. During that drive I pass hundreds of miles of snowmobile trails. The
park is out of balance. Please work to bring it back into
balance.

Sincerely,

Larry McGory <larrymcgory@gmail.com>
29 Snell Rd.
Potsdam, NY 13676

mailto:larrymcgory@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from ADK Powder Skiers
Date: Sunday, December 1, 2024 5:05:50 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Sun Dec 01 2024 05:05:37 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

Last Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Iemelianova

Email [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email collection]: 

manyasfon@gmail.com

Comments [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: As a healthcare worker (registered nurse) and enthusiast of 

outdoor activities, I believe that popularization and increased availability 

of backcountry activities will positively impact our community and the 

population of the USA in general

Created Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Sun Dec 01 2024 05:05:37 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

First Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

mailto:no-reply@crm.wix.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


collection]: Liudmyla

Phone Number [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: US +17089805088

Form ID: comp-m30q4jk0

 

ADK Powder Skiers
Notification sent via Wix Automations

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu46509964.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.16O0hg1-2FLz1kpPxGHUZbqZk4mwOValW8Vcy4a06zNkzi2R6IviT1JPvvf4cfosPCcU8Z_88hCRf29-2B-2B4o-2FzKRt7gWaQEuQh3u1G5HfG0HptNZ5EvnrNGxy0ocL0lnZPHScT7swD2lvxU-2B15jYClZq-2BOUKBlC3HCfqAg8FkvwGa5dEspdwKs-2FvT-2FHmDbXIh8Z0zw5gd4p8NqmDDFupZ-2B5mBOo4DCCdt8xao4jOsAr8HnFpYZQBgAnPlVKbRdpG5PU2kTve97Xl-2BbamGpZ7Zi6AShUts8dA8HsEAg41kZhTzNJ7DvSEz1HxHY1JsSQt-2FE-2FbSJt1Xemf7qLEKi0a17EhtCjEc5g-2BYUBx1r1uAPoT-2BdU4x5KjyUqZoYQOFdzhGlwpCKnOvaINR9PKFQqJ45g7IzPiJsM3NCFzKhPmm4kxRggxhVjaGGTrG5m9hvgmwCz-2B1MJaNQ0Dmbgd3AXx34JuMjZL4bsVfwsmEYF9QVi7q8HDtA-2Ft9xaLcvE4AMdG6zJKpk5S0URLAJkn9CYTYtaCsNRX86aWbTldappqljCIzhttejg-3D&data=05%7C02%7Cslmp_ump_comments%40apa.ny.gov%7C04e06178a2cb40692f3608dd11efb909%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638686443496858052%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XNNNTgufePgIsn7UCi%2BJyEIJMRfSb8CgYMAnQvkbH4c%3D&reserved=0


From: Sarah Collins
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Sunday, December 1, 2024 8:14:32 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Sarah Collins <scollins7201@gail.com>
78 President St
Brooklyn, NY 11231

mailto:scollins7201@gail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: sarahbstewart@yahoo.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: SLMP Amendment Comments
Date: Sunday, December 1, 2024 8:19:24 AM

You don't often get email from sarahbstewart@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

We are writing to  support reasonable and lawful use of devices to help those
with mobility impairments and the use of battery-powered wheelchairs on
any trail in the Forest Preserve that allows foot traffic. 
And we strongly oppose any other motorized vehicles in the Wilderness,
such as ATVs. And we also strongly oppose the open-ended allowance of
motorized equipment to remove non-conforming structures. We love the
quiet of wilderness and this is precious and hard to find. Please continue to
uphold the Wilderness Act and keep wilderness quiet and wild as there are
so many places already with loads of motorized equipment!
Thank you for your attention to our comments.
Sincerely, The Stewart Family

mailto:sarahbstewart@yahoo.com
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Keith Brewer
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Sunday, December 1, 2024 8:20:14 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Keith Brewer
23 Avenue D
Lake Ronkonkoma, NY 11779

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:emerg23@aol.com
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: sellingson33@gmail.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Sunday, December 1, 2024 8:40:27 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Samuel Ellingson, sellingson33@gmail.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Samuel Ellingson
 Email from: sellingson33@gmail.com
 Address:
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 As a student at Clarkson that loves the Adirondacks, and especially loves to ski the Adirondacks, I think it would be
fantastic to have more ski trails, as well as it being a more safe option for both skier and rescuers

mailto:noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
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From: Ed Harstead
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: "No" to new proposed changes to the Adirondack Park SLMP re: motor vehicle use in Wilderness, Primitive and

Canoe areas
Date: Sunday, December 1, 2024 9:11:10 AM

You don't often get email from ed.harstead@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Megan Phillips, 
Director of Planning, 
NYS Adirondack Park Agency

I rarely comment on such things, but I have learned about APA proposed changes to the
Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan that would open up Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe
areas to motor vehicle use for people with disabilities.  I oppose these changes.  The essential
quality of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe areas is the absence of motor vehicles.

In particular, the vast majority of pond and lake surface area in the Adirondacks already has
motorized access and motorized boats on the water.  I do not believe there is any pressing need
to open up more water to motorized access.  If anything, there should be more motor-free
water for paddlers in the Adirondacks.  

Finally, I understand that the motorized vehicles proposed to have access are not even required
by the Americans with Disabilities Act.  Therefore I urge you to reject these changes.

Edward Harstead
354 Glen Rd.
Jay, NY 12941

ed.harstead@gmail.com

mailto:ed.harstead@gmail.com
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From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from ADK Powder Skiers
Date: Sunday, December 1, 2024 9:27:42 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Sun Dec 01 2024 07:27:32 GMT-0700 (Mountain Standard 

Time)

Last Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Tocher

Email [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email collection]: 

rich.tocher1@gmail.com

Comments [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Backcountry ski trails are a very low impact use of our forest 

and wilderness areas. Please include them in the Master Plan. 

Created Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Sun Dec 01 2024 07:27:32 GMT-0700 (Mountain Standard 

Time)

First Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: ichard

Phone Number [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

mailto:no-reply@crm.wix.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


collection]: 970-901-0930

Form ID: comp-m30q4jk0

 

ADK Powder Skiers
Notification sent via Wix Automations

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu46509964.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.16O0hg1-2FLz1kpPxGHUZbqZk4mwOValW8Vcy4a06zNkzi2R6IviT1JPvvf4cfosPCXFBz_88hCRf29-2B-2B4o-2FzKRt7gWaQEuQh3u1G5HfG0HptNZ5EvnrNGxy0ocL0lnZPHScT7swD2lvxU-2B15jYClZq-2BOUKBmzifHqOFnHgzsjbrceKI2aavnXRnKavVYgz4uUvvaOBAp24qtn6owstuZG88tanJkYAF5-2FaE2JEiB2CoVYaykU32f749o9axiRbE9HoOadADSXbhaOFTC7updmePTSnyXvmYilV9uNqGy09Pv8uvW4A2erg5e8T87Ju7fWQJq-2BqUH-2BR63TiCu1OSdErIXHncfybFPaidO9DUhlIy11sTOm35N8hWXhOg-2BzExmCAgTreCM91zS0IFVHJfF4mdu6VoDkqdePSeORWjFdhT8WImhAzKsIJ3PxzoyQ9DYJVjfoB2Eg4DWglzVoLo55S4XR4m-2Fg3oCtkcl0rMx-2Fclzg5y5KboAAdBlv7HcVJoVeK0JGM-2BVmCXUUwKgHY53NelFb3FhBveVEpR2xBPnmheS2GCAQ-3D&data=05%7C02%7Cslmp_ump_comments%40apa.ny.gov%7C4f9df382e5a84a124f5b08dd12144f56%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638686600622032276%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fNRd14hDh%2FZNFo2rBlpmFxdLtmyt%2Bmmjz%2BDhl1DgrTc%3D&reserved=0


From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from ADK Powder Skiers
Date: Sunday, December 1, 2024 9:57:28 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Sun Dec 01 2024 09:57:15 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

Last Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Rinaldo

Email [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email collection]: 

jackrinaldo@gmail.com

Comments [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: I want an amendment added to the State Land Master Plan 

for backcountry ski touring trails. The Adirondacks is blessed with 

terrain for great skiing. Allowing people to use it as such will not harm 

the environment and will improve conditions for locals & tourists. I agree 

with the points made in Phil Brown's 11/20/2024 article "Comment on 

the Adirondack Park state lands plan: Time to revisit backcountry skiing 

trails" in the Adirondack Explorer. 

https://www.adirondackexplorer.org/opinion/comment-on-the-

mailto:no-reply@crm.wix.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


adirondack-park-state-lands-plan-time-to-revisit-backcountry-skiing-

trails - Jack Rinaldo 

Created Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Sun Dec 01 2024 09:57:15 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

First Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Jack

Phone Number [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: 5854021743

Form ID: comp-m30q4jk0

 

ADK Powder Skiers
Notification sent via Wix Automations

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu46509964.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.16O0hg1-2FLz1kpPxGHUZbqZk4mwOValW8Vcy4a06zNkzi2R6IviT1JPvvf4cfosPCuBO1_88hCRf29-2B-2B4o-2FzKRt7gWaQEuQh3u1G5HfG0HptNZ5EvnrNGxy0ocL0lnZPHScT7swD2lvxU-2B15jYClZq-2BOUKBnpr9jMX44JzBY3PIsk7fIVoTcGZ9zcQ-2F1zTgArnttPTvGmHdILVYXtVAVuHRhlJKXsdngDmirVyG1EeGjtptBgoLn4j5Af6O0O6u7zUiM8zQsVKcgkeHgMZuIRqMHDFKHES1y4WlGFQ1XhGSkqTjdEFP2sMZOJdt98i3wGSIEIYIxPs86MDGOXYJoHCX7GGT2BJNbzCrmuaNPDiow8PM62Fsd8Vj8WewI1OQK6PR4M5GcUlDBmEOou75-2BOcVcjcaRLLra-2FpQ6ycAwfn4-2FMCQnapCXZqizyikh6ZDXRo3sLCKMo-2FaCVFpn29zhirhGvBZn-2Boy1jz061JHPkpEcW5PXehLqekc2RrPy8VJLwOsMCmmVcKBqSJBHvMNEcY9gBfN2Boz8hp8MDRxwHZvYaDNR0-3D&data=05%7C02%7Cslmp_ump_comments%40apa.ny.gov%7Cc656cdd407d8470752d508dd12187711%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638686618474450591%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Tt57nW5iippKX3GCgx7Hb1kl7x9a5SJlbFltrXLy5Io%3D&reserved=0


From: Rush Holt
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, December 1, 2024 10:28:15 AM

You don't often get email from rush.holt.333203367@grsdelivery.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –

mailto:rdholtnj@yahoo.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Rush Holt 
93 Old Hawkeye Rd
Au Sable Forks, NY 12912



From: Sidney Harring
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Sunday, December 1, 2024 11:26:54 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Sidney Harring <sid.harring@gmail.com>
210 Warner Hill Road
Mayfield, NY 12117

mailto:sid.harring@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from ADK Powder Skiers
Date: Sunday, December 1, 2024 11:30:01 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Sun Dec 01 2024 11:29:48 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

Last Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Rubino

Email [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email collection]: 

carl@westelcom.com

Comments [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Please add an amendment to the state land master plan for 

the creation and maintenance backcountry ski touring trails in the 

Adirondacks

Created Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Sun Dec 01 2024 11:29:48 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

First Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Carl
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Phone Number [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: 5185248450

Form ID: comp-m30q4jk0

 

ADK Powder Skiers
Notification sent via Wix Automations

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu46509964.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.16O0hg1-2FLz1kpPxGHUZbqZk4mwOValW8Vcy4a06zNkzi2R6IviT1JPvvf4cfosPCPSAq_88hCRf29-2B-2B4o-2FzKRt7gWaQEuQh3u1G5HfG0HptNZ5EvnrNGxy0ocL0lnZPHScT7swD2lvxU-2B15jYClZq-2BOUKBlxibMrjqpprFkhY10f-2Bcd2Lsvn9L8RZiVLE1eDPl9CtfEqupAPDf-2FW2unNa-2FU-2Fsq8UYw3hWKFe9p4jNlx2GD4dfVftId8vycJCSSYmRIL3T5RKf-2FR-2Bo7ppWXQ-2FNcPgcHFyGGeX0TWybxVYdaIqj-2BxO4fEQdFi9XiSEkq0OsaEzxuKCb1-2FPEKYlaz0mnLbcfpcfUGZ0j7XK0n2QuLxhOgL0XRI0VnZQ8absKxAPzLja2jQQB1cxdVejhYegUqhZLuZg-2FOOhQSmYpHzjmkBZsLifb-2FB-2FQuaivAzmuWQsLHgBktboJnwgfnOahzn36LuFxJHLp-2B0WlCpXYthtPVabTl-2Fo9-2FnKl9kJpvnPta4NSRrFGXnCnksOC0cFSV1jW3v0QLKYIlFJfRLqQ4r8M2-2FiMaDo-3D&data=05%7C02%7Cslmp_ump_comments%40apa.ny.gov%7Cfd5f97408ed74996606008dd12256544%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638686674011020841%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=d1%2FiL%2BrLYY5LuHCMcwJUnARMUFGSANi8jUGzvDG77OA%3D&reserved=0


From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: Back2future1966@gmail.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Sunday, December 1, 2024 11:42:49 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Matthew Beal, Back2future1966@gmail.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Matthew Beal
 Email from: Back2future1966@gmail.com
 Address:
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

  There’s has been way too many roads. Closed off for general public and the outdoorsmen who love the wilderness
to have access to primitive areas by motor vehicles me being disabled , beautiful areas I have been to in the past
since 1972 have been closed and are no longer accessible even for someone who was perfectly fit now being
disabled, it is almost impossible so I support any efforts to reopen some roads for access into primitive areas. Some
of these roads should’ve never been closed cause they predeceased 1972. And for people who don’t choose to go
into the woods that is your choice, but for somebody like me who enjoys being in nature, you are limiting my access
to it.
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From: Lawrence D"Arco
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Sunday, December 1, 2024 11:43:46 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Lawrence D'Arco <abelincoln1863@yahoo.com>
1202 Greenwich Dr
Albany, New York 12203

mailto:abelincoln1863@yahoo.com
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From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from ADK Powder Skiers
Date: Sunday, December 1, 2024 11:52:03 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Sun Dec 01 2024 11:51:53 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

Last Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: McCahill

Email [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email collection]: 

woodsmcc@gmail.com

Comments [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: I think thinning hard wood forest gladesd areas to allow 

backcountry skiing is very reasonable and does no damage to the 

forested areas. 

Created Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Sun Dec 01 2024 11:51:53 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

First Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Woods
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ADK Powder Skiers
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From: Wally Elton
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: SLMP Amendment Comments
Date: Sunday, December 1, 2024 12:04:26 PM

You don't often get email from oldevermonter@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

I write as a native New Yorker now living next door who frequently visits the Adirondack
region to comment on the proposed SLMP amendments.

Most important to me is keeping motorized uses out of Wilderness and similar areas that are
supposed to be motor free. I generally support efforts to improve access for people people with
disabilities as is being done at the public great camp, for example. But not every acre of Forest
Reserve has to be accessible.

At age 81, I am past the point of being able or willing to undertake some physical activities.
That is a form of disability, whether physical or mental. I have visited two Wilderness areas, I
think, and am now unlikely to explore the others in the future. And that is ok. Wilderness is
essential to me even if I can’t go there. I do not want rules changed so I can get into these
places, and should I feel compelled at some point to walk into Wilderness or primitive areas,
or hire a guide to get me into a Canoe area, I do not want to encounter any motorized activity.
That is the essence of these designations.

Please keep such places motor free. If you choose to build a trail that can be used by non-
motorized wheelchairs around the edge of such an area, I would not oppose that. But I believe
that The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accommodations
to replace the current case-by-case approach. 

In addition, OPDMDs must not be excluded from the definition of motorized vehicles. The
ADA recognizes that they are motorized vehicles.

Finally, I can support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred tool
for deciding the amount and types of use appropriate for a unit ONLY if ecological, physical
and social factors and measurements are included.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

Wallace Elton
275 S Munger Street 
Middlebury VT 05754
802-388-8268
Oldevermonter@gmail.com

Get Outlook for iOS
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: Studmuffin9595@aol.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Sunday, December 1, 2024 12:21:24 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Robert F Nicolosi , Studmuffin9595@aol.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Robert F Nicolosi
 Email from: Studmuffin9595@aol.com
 Address: 334 Sargent Road, Apt 1A Booneville NY 13309
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 Inwish to review the amendment prior to voting
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From: Gina Mintzer
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Project APSLMP2024; Adirondack Park Agency ; Megan Phillips
Date: Sunday, December 1, 2024 12:26:40 PM

You don't often get email from gmintzer@lakegeorgechamber.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Ms. Megan Phillips
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Dear Ms. Phillips and Adirondack Park Agency Members,

On behalf of the Board, members, and staff of the Lake George Regional Chamber of
Commerce & Convention and Visitors Bureau (LGRCC-CVB), I am writing to express our
unwavering support for the Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance’s request to amend the
State Land Use Master Plan. We respectfully urge the Adirondack Park Agency (APA) to
include the Lake George Battlefield Park and the Lake George Battleground Campground in
the list of State-owned facilities classified as “Historic” properties within the Adirondack
Park.

The Lake George Battlefield Park and Battleground Campground are among the most
historically significant sites in the Adirondack Park, having been the locations of pivotal
events during the French & Indian War and the American Revolution. As a National Register
of Historic Places-listed property (referenced as the Lake George Battlefield Park Historic
District), this site not only meets the eligibility requirements for the APA’s Historic
classification but also stands as a critical component of our nation's heritage.

By granting these sites a Historic classification, the APA would ensure the preservation of
their scenic, natural, and open space attributes while also minimizing topographical
alterations. Furthermore, this classification would facilitate enhanced stewardship by
prioritizing historic preservation over recreational use. Such protections align with the mission
to preserve and promote our shared history, which is essential for education, tourism, and
community pride.

The Lake George Regional Chamber of Commerce & CVB, representing a broad spectrum of
430+ stakeholders committed to the vitality and sustainability of the Lake George region,
recognizes the immense cultural, educational, and economic benefits of preserving this
hallowed ground. We firmly believe that the Historic classification will provide the necessary
framework for protecting and enhancing these invaluable assets for generations to come.

Thank you for considering this important amendment, which would demonstrate a deep
commitment to the historic legacy of the Adirondack Park. We stand ready to assist in any
capacity to ensure that the Lake George Battlefield Park and Battleground Campground
receive the recognition and protection they deserve.

Sincerely,

Gina Mintzer, Executive Director
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Thanks,

photo Gina Mintzer, CMP, MHA
Executive Director 
Lake George Regional Chamber
of Commerce & CVB

  518-668-5755
  lakegeorgechamber.com
 gmintzer@lakegeorgechamber.com

 

PO Box 272, 2176 Route 9, Lake
George, NY 12845
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From: Evelyn Greene
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: SLMP
Date: Sunday, December 1, 2024 12:49:09 PM

You don't often get email from evelyn.greene@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

1473 River Rd.

North Creek, NY 12853

November 28, 2024

Megan Phillips

Deputy Director of Planning

APA

Megan Phillips:

I am very dismayed that after 130 years of struggling to allow the forest preserve to continue
on its natural aging in at least parts of it, the supposed protector of the processes is trying to
further diminish the wildness of the Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe areas. We have kept
even bicycles out of them, but to now open the gates for all kinds of motor vehicles, despite
the specific ADA rule that the “program”--wildness, free of motors—does not have to be
destroyed to conform to the ADA, is embarrassing.

I blame Harold Wilm (as did Clarence Petty) for allowing motors on forever wild lands, and
the slippery slope slide is still continuing! Snowmobiles of today demand wider, smoother,
flatter roads, with 10,000 pound test bridges for the groomers. So why not more innocuous
motor vehicles everywhere for the disabled? Because those three designations are the last
bastions of freedom from technology! Where a person can go and be sure of “a piece of quiet”
with no unnatural disruption of nature’s way of life by modern technology.

When a family backpacks into the High Peaks they are closer to becoming one with the real
world. They are using muscle power to get away from the civilized world for a brief time. A
golf cart trundling up the trail means they might as well have stayed home. A disabled
columnist writing for an Adirondack paper noted that if he drove into a wild forest on a
machine, when he got there it would no longer be wild! Even the possibility of a motor
vehicle driving in means it is no longer wild.

Most of us will eventually become disabled but we probably will not insist on getting carried
into our favorite wild places. The ADA has long been needed and I may need to take
advantage of it someday, but I would not want to destroy my grandchildren’s chance to feel
what the natural world was like through the ages and what it could be like on into the future
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(except for the inexorable climate chaos).

There was a fight to keep even bicycles out of the Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe areas! And
in 1932 Paul Schaefer and the Mohawk Valley Hiking Club fought desperately to keep
doodle-bugs and other ATV-like inventions out of trailed forest preserve. They won, they
thought.

DEC seems to have an inbred tendency to allow motor vehicles where they can make hunting,
fishing and trapping easier for their constituencies. They cannot be trusted to decide where and
when any motorized vehicles (boats on water too?) should be allowed. We would be going
back to before 1932. 

Evelyn Greene



From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: Adirondac@juno.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Sunday, December 1, 2024 12:51:05 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Glen Bruce Dennison Jr , Adirondac@juno.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Glen Bruce Dennison Jr
 Email from: Adirondac@juno.com
 Address: 2381 County Route 26 Parish 13131
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 Hello Meghan, I am completely in support of reopening the .oose River Plains road from the Falls Pond Outlet
washout to the wilderness boundary at Little Indian Lake for motor vehicles, as it was in the past.
I have hunted in past the Indian River for years, around Horn Lake and Monument, Snyder and Mountain Lakes.
Access should be opened to these remote lakes. Thank you Meghan, and I hope this helps your project to gain the
governor's signature.
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From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from ADK Powder Skiers
Date: Sunday, December 1, 2024 1:01:39 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Sun Dec 01 2024 13:01:27 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

Last Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Blackmer

Email [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email collection]: 

alexblackmer98@gmail.com

Comments [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Hello! I would like an amendment added to the State Land 

Master Plan to include backcountry ski trails. As a new resident of New 

York, I would like to explore the backcountry skiing of the Adirondack 

mountains. This state has amazing natural beauty with quality 

backcountry ski lines, and proper management of access and trails is 

pertinent. My home states of Utah and Idaho, known for their world 

class ski touring, have included backcountry users in their land use 

designations. This has fostered for a thriving and safe community of 
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winter enthusiasts to develop around backcountry skiing, like in our 

neighboring states of Vermont and New Hampshire. I believe we can 

protect the Adirondack environment, and simultaneously build access 

and appreciation for the New York winter wilderness. 

Created Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Sun Dec 01 2024 13:01:27 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

First Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Alex

Phone Number [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: 2088605223

Form ID: comp-m30q4jk0

 

ADK Powder Skiers
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: richsalz10@gmail.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Sunday, December 1, 2024 1:18:28 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Rich Salz, richsalz10@gmail.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Rich Salz
 Email from: richsalz10@gmail.com
 Address: 171 Vanguilder Rd. Chestertown NY 12817
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 As a longtime paddler on Adirondack lakes, I am writing to support the revision of the State Land Master Plan that
would expand the definition of wildlife management structures to include loon nest rafts on state-owned shoreline.
Loon breeding is currently threated by, among other things, erratic lake water levels. Placing loon nest rafts on state
land would significantly mitigate this problem.

I also support the continued allowance of steel cable bridges in Wilderness Areas. Many current steel cable bridges
are nearing the end of their useful lives and will have to be replaced in the future. Without these bridges, hikers and
cross-country skiers will lose access to trails on thousands of acres of State Land.
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From: Michael Dunsmore
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, December 1, 2024 1:22:45 PM

You don't often get email from michael.dunsmore.136944472@grsdelivery.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Michael Dunsmore 
6 Fox Run Rd
Elizabethtown, NY 12932



From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: Adkmtnclimber@yahoo.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Sunday, December 1, 2024 1:34:08 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Kyle OConnor, Adkmtnclimber@yahoo.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Kyle OConnor
 Email from: Adkmtnclimber@yahoo.com
 Address: 27 7th lake rd Inlet New York 13360
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 I personally would like to see more of the roads in the Moose River plains opened back up to the public.
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: jimcarman@roadrunner.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Sunday, December 1, 2024 1:46:09 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, James E. Carman , jimcarman@roadrunner.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: James E. Carman
 Email from: jimcarman@roadrunner.com
 Address: James Carman 1 High Street Hudson Falls 12839
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 I am 73yrs old and have been a long time hiker, camper and hunter in the Moose River Plains. Since the state has
refused to maintain the roads into the Indian Lake, Squaw Lake and Muskrat Pond area past the Otter Bridge, I and
everyone else have been denied vehicle access to what was once a historically accessible area. The state doing this
to not only areas in the Plains, but other areas throughout the Adirondacks is wrong. As I have reached this point in
my life, my physical capabilities (and others like me), are restricting me from enjoying what has historically been
available to me simply because the state has refused to honor to maintain access to me and others. I respectfully
request that the state maintain it's obligation to return to its previous maintainence of historically vehicle
accessibility.
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: jimcarman@roadrunner.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Sunday, December 1, 2024 1:46:24 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, James E. Carman , jimcarman@roadrunner.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: James E. Carman
 Email from: jimcarman@roadrunner.com
 Address: James Carman 1 High Street Hudson Falls 12839
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 I am 73yrs old and have been a long time hiker, camper and hunter in the Moose River Plains. Since the state has
refused to maintain the roads into the Indian Lake, Squaw Lake and Muskrat Pond area past the Otter Bridge, I and
everyone else have been denied vehicle access to what was once a historically accessible area. The state doing this
to not only areas in the Plains, but other areas throughout the Adirondacks is wrong. As I have reached this point in
my life, my physical capabilities (and others like me), are restricting me from enjoying what has historically been
available to me simply because the state has refused to honor to maintain access to me and others. I respectfully
request that the state maintain it's obligation to return to its previous maintainence of historically vehicle
accessibility.
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: jbouton@catskill.net
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Sunday, December 1, 2024 1:50:55 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Jim BOuton, jbouton@catskill.net" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Jim BOuton
 Email from: jbouton@catskill.net
 Address:
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 It is time to reassess the policies of closing off more and more state lands which already have an existing
infrastructure of roads and bridges. Limiting access to these lands to only those who can hike or fly in some
instances violates the right for all to enjoy these spots. The closing of much of the Moose River Plains is an example
of this.
Also with climate change, fire is becoming more and more a problem. Closing these roads and making these areas
inaccessible creates a dangerous scenario.
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From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from ADK Powder Skiers
Date: Sunday, December 1, 2024 2:11:27 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Sun Dec 01 2024 14:11:18 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

Last Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Coleman

Email [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email collection]: 

coleman18@gmail.com

Comments [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: As a backcountry skier, hiker, and fisherman, I feel both 

Wilderness and Wild Forest classifications should allow for recreational 

use trails—including but not limited to backcountry skiing. Limiting low 

impact activities while allowing snowmobiles and other motorized 

access in certain areas illustrates a dangerous double standard the 

APA can no longer afford to permit. Thank you, John

Created Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Sun Dec 01 2024 14:11:18 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

mailto:no-reply@crm.wix.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


Time)

First Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: John

Phone Number [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: 5186819089

Form ID: comp-m30q4jk0

 

ADK Powder Skiers
Notification sent via Wix Automations

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu46509964.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.16O0hg1-2FLz1kpPxGHUZbqZk4mwOValW8Vcy4a06zNkzi2R6IviT1JPvvf4cfosPCCBrU_88hCRf29-2B-2B4o-2FzKRt7gWaQEuQh3u1G5HfG0HptNZ5EvnrNGxy0ocL0lnZPHScT7swD2lvxU-2B15jYClZq-2BOUKBqxG3v-2Fn9N2f99CEppKSsxAeRI4hkzr3K0nI5uCZ8H7AaZN2TZAwATDgfVHz4WKMaoQvUy3qzSCrJG6rIrP7bI0H2B5-2FYc4WTzV1-2F0pe6CoP9CUVqxZMI9ihGsbIHkAqir1NyHl3L4ro5NICQee5-2BJnvnnQEAoo3KidVN2swR0PssFTnO4xClRCPumyHlLWU1NSdxBIe4s7xbsltpq8eKwgWXOlcNZ-2F-2B2QnmIIRLTqU8dTfrNJvB9YeXIxJioemQe4hK6g37WH2F83cJqEu5JLtJKVUsLRpnn6O99NAMFY3EufRhm0OdEgdctAa0up5oM2rj7tY4n53mdSO9Gzr4peUlgnt1ta-2BvRwDii8NrrbTfScgsJd2kpkXE4wXyKg5yHVEf1FbkER5AzyU274dyyR0-3D&data=05%7C02%7Cslmp_ump_comments%40apa.ny.gov%7C698ec99be306460d073c08dd123bf311%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638686770871611792%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MPvuVH%2FCmyDoyb4EQEyqAvUFTHOl1i79oTMA6Vgc%2BdU%3D&reserved=0


From: sarah hall
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Project APSLMP2024; Adirondack Park Agency ; Megan Phillips.
Date: Sunday, December 1, 2024 3:32:07 PM

You don't often get email from shall85@live.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

December 1, 2024 

 

Ms. Megan Phillips 
Adirondack Park Agency  
PO Box 99 
Ray Brook, New York 12977 
 
Dear Ms. Phillips: 
 
I am a member of the Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance, the not-for-profit "friends group" 
that supports and promotes the preservation of one of America's most hallowed grounds.  
 
I write to request that the APA insert an amendment to the State Land Use Master Plan to 
include the Lake George Battlefield Park and Lake George Battleground Campground in the 
listing of State-owned facilities classified as “Historic ” properties within the Adirondack Park. 
I  believe that a Historic classification will help protect these properties by minimizing 
topographical alterations and preserving their scenic, natural, and open space attributes. The 
change in classification would also facilitate the State’s enhanced stewardship of the property 
to reflect a prioritization based on historic preservation rather than recreation. The location is 
a National Register of Historic Places-listed property referenced as the Lake George Battlefield 
Park Historic District, and clearly meets eligibility requirements for the APA’s Historic 
classification. 
 
These sites were the locations of key events during the French & Indian War and the American 
Revolution, are important elements of our national heritage, and are deserving of the 
additional protections that the Historic designation will afford.  

Sincerely,  Sarah Hall

Sarah Hall 

86 Hulett road
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Granville, NY 12832

518-812-8553

shall85@live.com

 

 

 



From: Cedar Young
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Sunday, December 1, 2024 4:01:30 PM

You don't often get email from cedar.young.702808744@grassrootsmessages.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Cedar Young 
23 Romoda Dr
Canton, NY 13617



From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: Clarkyule@roadrunner.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Sunday, December 1, 2024 4:08:51 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Casey Clark, Clarkyule@roadrunner.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Casey Clark
 Email from: Clarkyule@roadrunner.com
 Address:
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 My name is Casey Clark. I've been a physical therapist locally for 25 years and for nearly as long have enjoyed
exploring the Adirondacks. I've been a member of the ADK, am a 46er, and have volunteered with the 46ers to
educate the public in safe use of our lands. This combination of experiences put me in a unique place with the
current discussion, as many of the patients I've worked with are disabled due to conditions such as stroke or spinal
cord injury. So while I'd consider myself an environmentalist, I'd consider myself a human first. It was quite
disheartening reading the Adirondack Explorer's article(s) which made it sound like quadriplegics are waiting to get
on their four wheeler's and tear up the Adirondack Park. To me, that sounded like fear mongering, typical of the
journalism that we see all too often these days. I know several of these folks and they are regular people who just
want to enjoy the park like the rest of us. They aren't looking for high speed vehicles or even anything damaging to
the trails that we all enjoy. In fact, my guess is that the maintenance vehicles do more damage getting to the
historical sites than a power wheelchair (or similar mode of transportation) would. I understand that this is a
complicated issue that should consider costs, risk of injury, a reservation system, etc. but please don't publicize this
as environmentalists vs. those with disabilities. We need to get off our soapboxes and find a way to make this
reasonably work for everyone involved.
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: kyfitz72@gmail.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Sunday, December 1, 2024 4:22:14 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Kylie M Fitzpatrick, kyfitz72@gmail.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Kylie M Fitzpatrick
 Email from: kyfitz72@gmail.com
 Address: 1047 County Highway 123 Mayfield NY 12117
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 There have been so many miles of road closures in the MRP tract. So many of us are aggravated by the closures.
Many disabled folks that want to continue to visit the area have been stripped of their right of access due to these
closures and because of a lack of Rangers in the park.  My husband and I frequented Squaw/Muskrat Lake until the
trailhead was moved from less than a mile hike to the Lake to now a 4.5 mile hike one way. This means it will result
in a 10 mile hike round trip or fly in and out for access. There has been an uptick in folks wanting to get out and
enjoy the Moose River Plains tract.I admin a Moose River Plains Wild Forest group of about 1500+ members and
many folks in this group want some advocacy for the closures and changes to the tract that are closing us in to
certain areas.
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From: Chuck Hagelgans
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Comments on Land Use Master Plan
Date: Sunday, December 1, 2024 4:31:34 PM

You don't often get email from chuckcmk@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA,
  I oppose the currently proposed amendments to the Land Use Master Plan. While I strongly
support making more of the park wilderness available to people with disabilities, the proposed
amendment with motorized vehicles would allow too much noise, pollution and degradation to
the beautiful serene setting that we all value so highly. 
  I urge you to develop a new amendment that protects the land while allowing access to the
disabled among us.
Sincerely,
Charles Hagelgans
72 Helwig St.
Gloversville, NY 12078
518-774-0895
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From: Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: Bellico Russell
Subject: Project APSLMP2024; Adirondack Park Agency ; Megan Phillips
Date: Sunday, December 1, 2024 5:14:11 PM

You don't often get email from info@lakegeorgebattlefield.org. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

[NOTE: This email is being sent at the request of Dr. Russ Bellico (copied), an esteemed
longtime Trustee who is experiencing computer problems. Dr. Bellico can be contacted
directly at the provided email address should verification be needed.]

December 1, 2024

TO: Megan Phillips, Adirondack Park Agency
 
FROM: Russell Bellico

RE: Project APSLMP2024

I was a member of the board of the Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance for 22 years and
continue as a working member of the curatorial committee of the LGBP Visitor Center. 

I recommend that the Adirondack Park Agency amend the State Land Use Master Plan to
change the classification of the LGBP and adjacent campground from “Intensive Use” to
“Historic” property within the Adirondack Park. This reclassification will preserve the natural
state of the park while protecting and enhancing future historic interpretation of the grounds.

The Lake George Battlefield Park is listed on the National Register of Historic Places for good
reason. The Battlefield Park is the site of the only substantial victory for the British in 1755.
An untested and essentially untrained provincial (American) army withstood the attack of a
professional French army and their indigenous allies. A monument, consisting of bronze
figures of Major General William Johnson, the provincial commander, and King Hendrick, the
Mohawk sachem killed during the first engagement of the 1755 battle, was dedicated in 1903
with a grand multi-state celebration. 

In August 1757, a large entrenched camp located in the present-day park, was attacked by
French forces led by Major General Louis-Joseph Montcalm as part of the famous siege of
Fort William Henry. Subsequently, two British forts were constructed on the site in 1759, a
stockaded (wood) fort and a 15-gun stone bastion (Fort George). The park grounds were also
used as a staging area in 1758 and 1759 for British and provincial armies during the
campaigns to capture the French forts on Lake Champlain. 

Fort George was reactivated during the American Revolution. In 1775 Colonel Henry Knox
used Fort George as a transit point during his herculean trek transporting cannons from Crown
Point and Fort Ticonderoga to Boston. The largest smallpox hospital (1,500 patients) in North
America was located in today’s Battlefield Park in 1776 following the tumultuous retreat of
the American Army from Canada. The British occupied Fort George in 1777 and briefly again
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in 1780. 

On an inspection tour of fortifications in northern New York in 1783, George Washington
bivouacked at the Battlefield Park site for two days. The last army encampment in the park
occurred in early September 1814 when 4,000 American troops camped on the garrison
grounds at Fort George. Archaeological excavations have verified the presence of numerous
armies and indigenous peoples on the site. (See some of the artifacts on display at the LGBP
Visitor Center.)

The Battlefield Park has witnessed the presence of many famous figures in American history,
including William Johnson, Robert Rogers, Louis-Joseph Montcalm, Jame Abercromby,
Jeffery Amherst, Philip Schuyler, Benjamin Franklin, John Stark, Baron Friedrich Wilhelm
von Steuben, George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, Theodore Roosevelt,
and many others. 

Thank you for your consideration of this proposal. 

Russell Bellico

Author of Empires in the Mountains: French and Indian War Campaigns and Forts in the
Lake Champlain, Lake George, and Hudson River Corridor (Purple Mountain Press) and
four other books on the history of Lake George and Lake Champlain. 
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collection]: I own a vacation home in Wilmington. I am an avid skier, 

mountain biker and hiker - all in the beautiful Adirondacks. Ski touring 
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amendment would allow completion of the Wright Peak Ski Trail. Please 
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comments.

mailto:no-reply@crm.wix.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


Created Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Sun Dec 01 2024 18:06:02 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

First Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Nicola 

Phone Number [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: 613 329 2142

Form ID: comp-m30q4jk0

 

ADK Powder Skiers
Notification sent via Wix Automations

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu46509964.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.16O0hg1-2FLz1kpPxGHUZbqZk4mwOValW8Vcy4a06zNkzi2R6IviT1JPvvf4cfosPCqZRe_88hCRf29-2B-2B4o-2FzKRt7gWaQEuQh3u1G5HfG0HptNZ5EvnrNGxy0ocL0lnZPHScT7swD2lvxU-2B15jYClZq-2BOUKBrjjcj8kK61vFcpHICGg3r8NJFOlZsIMGHtA6KbIRPpkOvDw-2Bu-2FbtWNklKGAzzXzxbkQnn29qqGeplScuovRXP2EkuvmZh3U-2Fyp6-2FYiMtKmGB-2F3K3B7CkDtD7F1SULtzwstFeCzKSxYRNMGKgxoKKaOUFUNqn1BDBLL2o6Z2lg-2FW9iohYVSHcVXb0uGzp9cp8uGVp88sMuFGJVwtQACKXYI8ol-2FeBtAbg1H-2BtxEitWtln6bGzWcoe1PP63KSwe2-2B17ZxdU3y67srRELBobqr6cncv5VpsxMPXpnCIMam2U9uWS5l15DANQBbUlMS65-2FVIHpD2pkjZU2UT1S7c9gtUl5CfGu7J7m4jiVim2q5dnmQLEpnRe5HbIXSo9P-2BJsdTPyTXMvpMuh-2BXsrKL79LU1T8-3D&data=05%7C02%7Cslmp_ump_comments%40apa.ny.gov%7C070e976b803b42aa7a4708dd125cbe17%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638686911737969956%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FuSotvkg8KbrZUBzR%2FyFguA1ITd%2BoBdOwWo2NY9IqOk%3D&reserved=0


From: Sunita Halasz
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Project APSLMP2024; Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
Date: Sunday, December 1, 2024 6:30:25 PM

You don't often get email from sunitahalasz@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Sunita Halasz
23 Cliff Rd.
Saranac Lake, NY 12983

December 1, 2024

RE: Proposed SLMP Amendments

Dear Ms. Phillips,

I am concerned about various proposed changes to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan. I think that the proposed changes go against the guiding principles of the SLMP.

Concern #1: OPDMDs should not be removed from Motor Vehicle definition
Under the ADA Act, OPDMD's are considered motor vehicles. By changing the classification
of OPDMDs in the SLMP to no longer be classified as motor vehicles, I believe you are
creating a wider, state and national legal problem with the definition of "motor vehicle," and
state and national laws will need to be changed to accomodate this revision to the SLMP. 

It is important to note that this proposed amendment is NOT required by the ADA Act. It does
NOT require all public wildlands to be made fully ADA accessible. The language from the
ADA Act reads: "...consistent with the Wilderness Act no agency is required to provide any
form of special treatment or accommodation, or to construct any facilities or modify any
conditions of lands within a wilderness area to facilitate such use." For the Forest Preserve,
this holds true for Wilderness, Canoe, Primitive, and Wild Forest areas, according to the ADA
rules for wildland areas.

Concern #2: Motor vehicle use by DEC in Proposed Guideline 7
Proposed Guideline 7 allows APA to determine if DEC use of motor vehicles is warranted in
Wilderness on a case-by-case basis. This is a highly dangerous precedent that goes against the
stated ban of motor vehicles for administrative access. There is already a stipulation in the
SLMP for removal of non-conforming structures for 3 years after a unit has been classified.
Proposed Guideline 7 is a slippery slope to a sharp increase in motor vehicle use by
administrative personnel.

Concern #3: Beaver Control Structures are non-conforming in Wilderness, Primitive, Canoe,
and cannot be used as a management tool
While beavers are certainly a management problem, they are a natural part of the backcountry
experience - like changing weather conditions. Large steel beaver control structures, however,
are not part of the backcountry experience. Such structures are non-conforming in Wilderness,
Primitive, and Canoe areas. My recommendation to contend with beavers is to appropriately
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fund backcountry and frontcountry personnel, especially trail crews, Rangers, stewards,
foresters, planners, and educators. Current low staffing levels create dangerous situations and
management nightmares that are an embarrassment for NYS. Beaver control structures are not
going to fix the real trail maintenance issues that have been created by a lack of staff.

Concern #4: Carrying Capacity is proposed to be weakened
I am very concerned about the definition of carrying capacity. This is a very poor attempt at a
definition: "...a concept for determining how many people could use a given recreational
setting before impacts are unacceptable.” 

The proposed changes also state that "...building facilities that can accommodate heavy use"
could be used as a management strategy. This is a huge red flag. This is a reactive, rather than
proactive concept. The SLMP is a planning document, meant to set the guidelines and the
tenor for how the state lands within the Adirondack Park are proactively managed and
maintained. "Building facilities that can accommodate heavy use" should not be a
management tool that is stated in the SLMP. It should be removed. It is non-conforming with
the character of the SLMP. 

There is so much more to the concept of carrying capacity that includes Planning - with a
capital P!

The contemporary methods of carrying capacity analysis and management require an ongoing
and active process of studying the area and providing opportunities for stakeholder input,
along with education and outreach. The steps, in general, are:
1. Determine the natural resource condition goals for an area through resource inventory,
impact analysis, and pre-defined management guidelines (such as those set forth in the
SLMP).
2. Study how levels of visitor use affect those natural resources, as well as how visitor use
levels affect the visitor experience.
3. Conduct studies of change to the resources and the social experience over time.
4. Set appropriate manager- and stakeholder-vetted targets for the natural resource
management and visitor use management strategies required to uphold current conditions or
restore them to a prior, more intact state.
5. Implement resource and visitor use management strategies, as well as outreach/education
about why the management choices were made.
6. Repeat the process.

This more modern concept of carrying capacity should be provided in the SLMP rather than
what is currently proposed. I do believe there is already a stronger definition of carrying
capacity analysis and management in the High Peaks UMP.

Concern #5: Completion of UMPs is left undefined
The proposal to remove old dates from the SLMP causes a void in the deadlines to complete
UMPs. I think it would be better to leave the old dates in the SLMP, and next to that, state the
new deadline target. This allows the planners, land managers and the public to prioritize
completion for UMPs that are long overdue. Keep the history of the lack of implementation,
rather than just deleting that important stipulation that has not yet been met.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. The APA should offer another opportunity to
comment again before any final adoption of proposed changes.



Sincerely,
Sunita Halasz
(this constitutes my signature)



From: Faye Shneider
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Sunday, December 1, 2024 6:42:45 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Faye Shneider <fayeshneider@gmail.com>
135 Eastern Pkwy, Apt 8A
Brooklyn, NY 11238-6035
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: garybenedict43@gmail.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Sunday, December 1, 2024 7:02:52 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Gary Benedict , garybenedict43@gmail.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Gary Benedict
 Email from: garybenedict43@gmail.com
 Address: Gary Benedict 5.N Hillsborough Rd. Camden, N.Y. 13316
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 Re-open the road to Indian lake to allow people that can't hike 5 miles to enjoy the woods. I enjoy being back there
but can no longer walk that far because of my back issues. I enjoy being away from where most will go.
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: smattesfin@gmail.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Sunday, December 1, 2024 7:05:52 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, stephen mattes, smattesfin@gmail.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: stephen mattes
 Email from: smattesfin@gmail.com
 Address:
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 As an older person I am disappointed that there are places that are
Places that I could walk to in Moose River Plains now it's like 4 miles or more one spot is 7 miles also one spot that
I would take my canoe ride now.
miles where before it was about 1/3 mile or less
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From: Carol Drozdyk
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Sunday, December 1, 2024 7:07:25 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Personal note:
Use of motorized vehicles in the Forest Preserve should not be expanded. This would be particularly devastating for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas. This would be a major step backwards in Forest Preserve management.
Maintain the Forever Wild statute!

Sincerely,

Carol Drozdyk <cdrozdyk61@gmail.com>
155 Rowland Street, Apt. 20
Ballston Spa, NY 12020
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To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
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Date: Sunday, December 1, 2024 7:31:19 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Sun Dec 01 2024 19:31:08 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

Last Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Wilkins

Email [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email collection]: 

hwilkins@plattscsd.org

Comments [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Backcountry skiing is a great, non-gas powered winter 

activity. There are trails for snowmobiles, why not for people who want 

to exercise using their own people -power. Allow trails for backcountry 

skiing, please! 

Created Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Sun Dec 01 2024 19:31:08 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

First Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 
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From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from ADK Powder Skiers
Date: Sunday, December 1, 2024 7:50:23 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Sun Dec 01 2024 19:50:05 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

Last Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Murdoch

Email [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email collection]: 

ross.murdoch@outlook.com

Comments [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: I am writing to request the inclusion of an amendment to the 

State Land Master Plan (SLMP) that would designate specific areas of 

the Adirondack Park for the development and management of 

backcountry ski touring trails. My family and I have been skiing in the 

Adirondacks for the past ten years, and love to get outdoors in the High 

Peak region. As outdoor recreation in the Adirondacks continues to 

expand, backcountry skiing has become a beloved activity for many, 

offering a unique way to experience the Park’s remote and rugged 
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winter landscapes. 
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From: Joe Dolan
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Comment - APSLMP2024
Date: Sunday, December 1, 2024 8:36:53 PM

You don't often get email from joeyskier@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Megan Phillips & The Adirondack Park Agency:

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness,
biodiversity, vibrant communities and rich history. Nevertheless, proposed changes to
the State Land Master Plan undermine the critical protections that sustain the Park’s
ecosystems and support its economic resilience.

Please consider my comments on the following: 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: 
The Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan is not the appropriate framework for
incorporating portions of ADA definitions, as it does not serve to implement them on
state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should develop a
state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and approval
process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This policy
should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-
wide, holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental
concerns for these devices, not a quick-added definition.
 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: 
The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management of the Adirondack Forest
Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected lands. Through the
proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC accountable
by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure
dates. The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold
them accountable.

In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness
for improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that
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Wilderness is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-
saving search and rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small
changes such as this – where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most
instances for Wilderness management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and
character.

The SLMP is clear that the protection of resources is paramount. These proposed
changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially with growing environmental
pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like allowing for more
motorized access, should not be encouraged.
 
Over the more than 50 years since the adoption of the SLMP, it has undergone only four
major revisions, highlighting the rarity of opportunities to update this critical guiding
document. As such, proposed changes to the SLMP must not only address
contemporary needs but also anticipate the complexities and challenges the Forest
Preserve will face in the future. Any revisions should prioritize the health and integrity of
the Forest Preserve, remaining firmly aligned with the SLMP’s core mandate: the
protection of natural resources must always take precedence.

I also request that you leave the William Chapman White quote along with the new Oren
Lyons quote on page 5. 
The Chapman quote speaks to the essence of the SLMP: it exists to ensure that future
generations, in 2054 and beyond, can experience the Forest Preserve as we do today.

Thank you for your consideration. 
Joe Dolan 



From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from ADK Powder Skiers
Date: Sunday, December 1, 2024 8:38:44 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Sun Dec 01 2024 20:38:33 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

Last Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Murdoch

Email [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email collection]: 

fergus.murdoch@gmail.com

Comments [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: I'm writing to request inclusion of amendment to State Land 

Master Plan to allow designated areas of the adirondacks to build and 

manage backcountry ski trails. As someone who has grown up skiing in 

the Adirondacks, I’ve experienced firsthand the incredible natural 

beauty and joy the region offers during the winter months. Backcountry 

skiing is a beloved acitvity of many people in the park, and deserves to 

have expansion. 
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From: Joe Dolan
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Project APSLMP2024; Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
Date: Sunday, December 1, 2024 8:40:15 PM

You don't often get email from joeyskier@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Megan Phillips & The Adirondack Park Agency:

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness,
biodiversity, vibrant communities and rich history. Nevertheless, proposed changes to
the State Land Master Plan undermine the critical protections that sustain the Park’s
ecosystems and support its economic resilience.

Please consider my comments on the following: 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: 
The Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan is not the appropriate framework for
incorporating portions of ADA definitions, as it does not serve to implement them on
state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should develop a
state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and approval
process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This policy
should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-
wide, holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental
concerns for these devices, not a quick-added definition.
 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: 
The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management of the Adirondack Forest
Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected lands. Through the
proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC accountable
by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure
dates. The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold
them accountable.

In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness
for improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that
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Wilderness is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-
saving search and rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small
changes such as this – where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most
instances for Wilderness management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and
character.

The SLMP is clear that the protection of resources is paramount. These proposed
changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially with growing environmental
pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like allowing for more
motorized access, should not be encouraged.
 
Over the more than 50 years since the adoption of the SLMP, it has undergone only four
major revisions, highlighting the rarity of opportunities to update this critical guiding
document. As such, proposed changes to the SLMP must not only address
contemporary needs but also anticipate the complexities and challenges the Forest
Preserve will face in the future. Any revisions should prioritize the health and integrity of
the Forest Preserve, remaining firmly aligned with the SLMP’s core mandate: the
protection of natural resources must always take precedence.

I also request that you leave the William Chapman White quote along with the new Oren
Lyons quote on page 5. 
The Chapman quote speaks to the essence of the SLMP: it exists to ensure that future
generations, in 2054 and beyond, can experience the Forest Preserve as we do today.

Thank you for your consideration. 
Joe Dolan 



From: M Sulliva
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Amendments to the Adirondack Park Stateland master plan - objection
Date: Sunday, December 1, 2024 9:13:22 PM

You don't often get email from m_sulliva@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

The APA is proposing master plan changes supposedly in the name of accommodating
persons with disabilities.  

I am a directly affected person with disabilities.  I have inquired about how I can access to
APA areas and overcome barriers caused by my disabilities.  I do not support the proposed
amendments to the Master Plan.  It is not necessary to change the Adirondack master plan or
other areas of law and regulation in order to give access and accommodations to people with
disabilities. In my case, I am mobility impaired and I have multiple joints involved.  It does
not require amending the Adirondack master plan to accommodate people like myself. Writing
types of transportation into the master plan for persons with disabilities to access wilderness
and primitive areas in the Adirondacks will jeopardize the very Adirondacks that New Yorkers
are preserving and are permitted to visit.  Altering the master plan in the manner proposed will
open protected areas to abuse.  Good stewardship of the Adirondacks is the priority of the
master plan.   The Americans With Disabilities Act and the New York State human rights law
provide more than enough protection for the disabled community to request the
accommodations that we need.   Staff administering the use and care of wilderness and
primitive areas can and should receive agency guidance for procedures to accommodate and
give access to the disabled community without rewriting the master plan. The procedures can
include logging the request and use and provide 360° communication within the agency about
meeting the stated goals and measure success and evaluate areas needing improvement.
Agency procedures are the correct level for managing this concern.  Such procedures, can be
reviewed routinely and adjusted.  Staff trainings will empower correct use of the
procedures.The proposed master plan amendments cannot be adjusted and tailored in the same
manner.

Mary Sullivan
810 Sanders Avenue
Scotia, NY 12302
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From: Eileen Eldred
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Sunday, December 1, 2024 9:50:51 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Eileen Eldred <emome51@aol.com>
2501 Angelina Dr
Niskayuna, NY 12309
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From: Barbara Trypaluk
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Proposed Changes to the State Land Master Plan
Date: Sunday, December 1, 2024 10:09:39 PM

You don't often get email from rsage@nycap.rr.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Phillips,
   I'm opposed to the new proposal to weaken the State Master Plan. To allow DEC the
complete discretion to authorize use of OPMD, other power-driven mobility devices that
include modified ATV's and golf carts would lead to the disappearance of true Wilderness
areas of the Adirondacks where these "devices" have always been prohibited.  Wilderness
areas are meant to be free from the noise and pollution of vehicles like this and they do not
belong in wild and pristine areas.  The Adirondacks already has miles of trails where mobility
vehicles are allowed.
   To allow OPMD's would be an outright negation of the State Constitution's Article XIV
definition of "forever wild." The DEC should not be given the discretionary power to allow
motorized devices in Wilderness. 
    Thank you for considering my opinion.
    Barbara Trypaluk, concerned New York resident
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: hcarmstrong4937@gmail.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Sunday, December 1, 2024 11:36:18 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Heather Armstrong, hcarmstrong4937@gmail.com" into your message for our
reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Heather Armstrong
 Email from: hcarmstrong4937@gmail.com
 Address:
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 To whom it may concern,

I am writing to express my support for the proposed revision of the definition of wildlife management structures
within the State Land Master Plan. Changing this definition to include species of special concern as well as
endangered species will have many benefits to wildlife across the Adirondacks- specifically, the common loon. The
deployment of nest rafts for loons has proved to be incredibly effective in increasing loon nesting success, and when
considering the increasing threats of climate change and habitat loss, it is deeply important that these iconic birds are
protected. If nest rafts were permitted to be floated off public land, as would be permitted in this revision, many
more nest rafts could be deployed on Adirondack lakes, and many more loons would be able to benefit from their
presence. Loons are one the most instantly recognizable symbols of the Adirondacks, and I- as well as doubtless
other citizens- are in wholehearted support of efforts that would allow for their continued well-being.

Thank you for your time,
Heather Armstrong
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From: Lyn Karig Hohmann
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Project APSLMP2024; Adirondack Park Agency ; Megan Phillips
Date: Sunday, December 1, 2024 11:56:59 PM

You don't often get email from cmb14clx1@verizon.net. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

I am writing regarding the issue of changing sections of the Lake George Battlefield
Park Historic District into the designation of "Historic Use" and thus, per the Lake
George Battlefield Park Alliance, "a Historic classification will help protect these
properties by minimizing topographical alterations and preserving their scenic,
natural, and open space attributes. The change in classification would also facilitate
the State’s enhanced stewardship of the property to reflect a prioritization based on
historic preservation rather than recreation."  

My first concern is clarifying how these noted benefits would occur above and beyond
what is already done for the Park.  I am a charter member of this friends group and
have served in several leadership roles (although remain distant at this time) as well
as was a volunteer with the late Dr. David Starbuck on his several archaeological
studies of the park.  The State and National Register designations for the Park came
through the efforts of the first president of the Alliance working closely with the NYS
DEC. This effort was done to provide a high level of protection for the Historic
District.  No work in the Park has occurred without some level of archaeological
surveying as well as the oversight of the NYS DEC historic preservation personnel
and the archaeologists at the NYS Museum.  
This is not the first time that the "Historic Use" designation was discussed.  I had
several discussions with the late Charles Vandrei, an archaeologist who worked on
historic preservation issues for the NYS DEC for 42 years.  He was very involved in
the Santannoni site as well as the Lake George Battlefield Park.  He felt there was no
additional benefit to the Park to change the designation.  I think, if there had been a
benefit, he would have supported it.  I had the sense that budget constraints may
have limited certain work in the park.  It is not clear how changing the designation
would increase the budget. 
I am additionally concerned how changing the campground to a new designation
would affect the function and maintenance of that area.  The campground provides a
strong tourist benefit for the Village and Town of Lake George, making the area
economically accessible to persons who otherwise may not be able to visit. It should
be noted that the campground at Crown Point remains "Intensive Use".  
Finally, it should be noted that Crown Point and the John Brown Farm, although NYS
DEC sites, are managed, I believe, through a contract with NYS Parks, Recreation
and Historic Preservation.  While not stated, is this the intent of the changed land use
designation? 
While I am not writing for or against this changed designation, I think it is important to
clarify if it will, in fact, bring any additional benefits to the Historic District or if there
are other considerations. 
Thank you. 

mailto:cmb14clx1@verizon.net
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


Dr. Lynda Karig Hohmann
518 428 5501 -- cell phone



From: wgage01
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: 2024 Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 4:23:14 AM

[You don't often get email from wgage01@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Keep motorized vehicles out of the areas that now restricts them from entering.  The NYS Constitution demands
these areas be “forever wild” : follow this edict for the health and well being of our most precious asset.

Respectfully
Wayne Gage
Sent from my iPad
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From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from ADK Powder Skiers
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 6:18:27 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Mon Dec 02 2024 06:18:17 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

Last Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Heilman 

Email [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email collection]: 

carlheilman3@gmail.com

Comments [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the states land 

master plan. As a Backcountry skier for over 25 years, I have seen 

many changes in the sport. The use of the current trail systems by 

Backcountry skiers as well as hikers, has increased incredibly. 

Adirondack hiking trails are notorious for being skinny, steep, and 

insanely rocky. These trails are not ideal for skiing, even in the best 

deep snow conditions, but especially when post-holed by winter hikers 

without snow shoes. I would love to see the creation of back country ski 
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touring trails, and gladed trails, that are designed specifically for skiers 

use only. With the increase of skier and winter hiker traffic, the danger 

of tight trails and possibly collision is obvious. Winter-use only skiing 

trails, are extremely low impact on the forest. The ground is never 

trampled down to the bedrock and boulders by hikers, and because of 

this, it often only requires a foot of snow to be skiable, compared to a 

rocky hiking trail that needs 3 feet minimum to cover the rocks. And 

then there is the width of the trail issue. Given that skis are usually 

around 6 ft long, Backcountry ski trails need to be considerably wider 

than hiking trails, especially when navigating steep terrain. Please 

consider the needs for skiers when amending the state land master 

plan. Thank you!

Created Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Mon Dec 02 2024 06:18:17 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

First Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Carl 

Phone Number [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: 5182752810
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of John Fisher
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 7:02:15 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

John Fisher
25 Harper Rd.
Amherst, NY 14226
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From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from ADK Powder Skiers
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 7:38:20 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!
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Time)
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collection]: Spencer

Phone Number [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: 3155925335

Form ID: comp-m30q4jk0

 

mailto:no-reply@crm.wix.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


ADK Powder Skiers
Notification sent via Wix Automations

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu46509964.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.16O0hg1-2FLz1kpPxGHUZbqZk4mwOValW8Vcy4a06zNkzi2R6IviT1JPvvf4cfosPCdffD_88hCRf29-2B-2B4o-2FzKRt7gWaQEuQh3u1G5HfG0HptNZ5EvnrNGxy0ocL0lnZPHScT7swD2lvxU-2B15jYClZq-2BOUKBpmo0Yi02CcWkKD9Z5bhVDeTPG0QfYIAif2xfRKbHUKIokaUUhA-2BjqeldIA5nXESO9V0meuvNchwsvVD-2FENrTD0SElDtg-2BHrlFQRoJxrfRJFcOCyHIEJ1kGzLIju0P6t-2BZ7NiXeDYb0Ut9qshCE37aJ9CeG3v5cL5wqkHGQtV-2Bi8XAc1gQTuCIHqOPFshyvLQBs5hHOlf5c2xzUNZRn7wkw1aNSbEjgjw48KmFIl4s-2B5W8LfV0Xx7RgpjMoBA3GlgSGX35FHmjXdc-2F71E2oIYy1soz2pwU7AudoKpAeI26ebgnX-2FhcN-2Bbx6aDtuxEWKG-2Fj88HFtx9CuSC80mrr-2BlkvapnCO8pSnPD2aAfCZGHzvGswu9oqB2bXaclrqzIdk5TywL513qqjhOkvGYKA9cK7w-3D&data=05%7C02%7Cslmp_ump_comments%40apa.ny.gov%7C43588b1c1d2c4e535c6308dd12ce3211%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638687398999369715%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oN9mRw3Q6WmwD09jBUyXUjie2fG8NtAVM7B8pPpgN%2Bo%3D&reserved=0


From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from ADK Powder Skiers
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 7:44:05 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Mon Dec 02 2024 07:43:53 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

Last Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Yepsen

Email [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email collection]: 

cmyepsen@gmail.com

Comments [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: As I full time resident of the Adirondack Park, I fully endorse 

expanding backcountry ski trail access into the Park’s planning. This is 

low impact, environmentally friendly, pro-tourism activity. 

Created Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Mon Dec 02 2024 07:43:53 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

First Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Carter

mailto:no-reply@crm.wix.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


Phone Number [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: (518) 423-1648

Form ID: comp-m30q4jk0

 

ADK Powder Skiers
Notification sent via Wix Automations

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu46509964.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.16O0hg1-2FLz1kpPxGHUZbqZk4mwOValW8Vcy4a06zNkzi2R6IviT1JPvvf4cfosPC7vGc_88hCRf29-2B-2B4o-2FzKRt7gWaQEuQh3u1G5HfG0HptNZ5EvnrNGxy0ocL0lnZPHScT7swD2lvxU-2B15jYClZq-2BOUKBnzsetOaUwvTG82XRsaO67idMJrYXdDHuI29KaEIWLLKmZTeejAIjcNY2y8GPlh-2Fw5LodwkxYHI3ZlfrROAhHjS4Fuz8-2FOUuMWCDBm-2BOn5dTUQdNMbhR3Eonxuwo9ig4qdZ5EgYMwJGjDMA5fzVDwCXt0g-2BRPfkSccSO9Uj2ioFBoAjHGNITuyfIEwMR6JkHRUdEtCTqwQss75NNStiZuefDBlKIfy1xthPQIVooftzt4ow1S8swoNnwyOjjhlJggT-2F62SDD-2FqANeicoWLuWKWm-2FpuHaC9gYbANnsS2tiPGXgjiWiBcyd246CIsO-2ByYjYx-2BIZEV-2BDv9Os5SZ2WnRaxNvsFnzDmIyexDtKxtGfUhbAFvtU-2Bl6iLN44W8PEJA05aU3KbOADtoEZchZUGuUNgw-3D&data=05%7C02%7Cslmp_ump_comments%40apa.ny.gov%7C58cecbb8923a41ec114208dd12ceff35%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638687402448372154%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=66rFJBI40L4aTursphmC8EQe%2Bma%2Bz1RxjyFPIQBHhDs%3D&reserved=0


From: LJ Swanson
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 7:56:55 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

LJ Swanson <schwarl@plattsburgh.edu>
53 Maryland Ave
Saranac Lake, NY 12983

mailto:schwarl@plattsburgh.edu
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: Stephen Shafer
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 8:06:03 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Stephen Shafer <sshafer1121@gmail.com>
40 Scott Dr
Malone, NY 12953

mailto:sshafer1121@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from ADK Powder Skiers
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 8:43:23 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Mon Dec 02 2024 08:43:12 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

Last Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Crowl

Email [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email collection]: 

laurendonald@hotmail.com

Comments [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Please allow provisions to advance back country skiing in 

the new master plan. 

Created Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Mon Dec 02 2024 08:43:12 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

First Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Lauren

Phone Number [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

mailto:no-reply@crm.wix.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


collection]: 5185245532

Form ID: comp-m30q4jk0

 

ADK Powder Skiers
Notification sent via Wix Automations

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu46509964.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.16O0hg1-2FLz1kpPxGHUZbqZk4mwOValW8Vcy4a06zNkzi2R6IviT1JPvvf4cfosPCQ8mX_88hCRf29-2B-2B4o-2FzKRt7gWaQEuQh3u1G5HfG0HptNZ5EvnrNGxy0ocL0lnZPHScT7swD2lvxU-2B15jYClZq-2BOUKBhl-2BPD3CoGL3RmnWXAwpzuRk5FbQLYDiajtVCxahb4jxSZz6jJWDX33D-2B4Kx-2Fhed2BEPLdKXvyJLKTqdxyWHvuuto1oF8Ksou48-2BE6hsuKp6k3m5zHmux-2FZ1NmWQ138tnUYYbf-2BX8kvCIPXgkPUzPcBUCF2exgmkIAWGOt9pGdtdyDO3dFdW-2BL-2F62ZW7ksDnwv5zJJxtYQbKx6tj420FBdsnX-2FQVi71MvMyUmdhXHM1yzYtpykcu4OdabTuVsmh-2B0oApvXQLXl0-2FproFfAoTsURxhoeigMFxVRpPhMyZ2xO5DVzLRWM9VYrdl7-2Fr4dzmXP-2BYBOxcX4f-2BDiq-2B-2Bw6bzx4uxyR6WnUwpgafwfn6uaU9UNETNT3zAlhhOlWeYqVcpykYMsv3nEVKXyZIM7oo2Ls-3D&data=05%7C02%7Cslmp_ump_comments%40apa.ny.gov%7C3085163cb914461e2c7f08dd12d74884%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638687438025789505%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FNTBBAlGv%2BzA8oTeH%2BveFgJ0busG3FIQgYw4yGCAI5s%3D&reserved=0


From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from ADK Powder Skiers
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 8:47:39 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Mon Dec 02 2024 08:47:31 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

Last Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Sangster

Email [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email collection]: 

harrison.sangster@gmail.com

Comments [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Please approve an amendment to the State Land Master 

Plan to add backcountry ski touring trails. This will benefit local 

businesses with increased winter traffic, local skiers with more places to 

ski in the backcountry and bring in more tourists to our beautiful region, 

all with low impact to the natural environment of the Adirondack Park. 

Created Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Mon Dec 02 2024 08:47:31 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

mailto:no-reply@crm.wix.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


First Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Harrison

Phone Number [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: 5187911004

Form ID: comp-m30q4jk0

 

ADK Powder Skiers
Notification sent via Wix Automations

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu46509964.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.16O0hg1-2FLz1kpPxGHUZbqZk4mwOValW8Vcy4a06zNkzi2R6IviT1JPvvf4cfosPCUsRF_88hCRf29-2B-2B4o-2FzKRt7gWaQEuQh3u1G5HfG0HptNZ5EvnrNGxy0ocL0lnZPHScT7swD2lvxU-2B15jYClZq-2BOUKBizV1sNR9BhCFbPlkFk6bVRhau0MMauml64KIaxMkxnjmgUA-2B3UDOOv0NsvViqZzbWXzqJZErcjXdx3Aks-2Fntl9YHQDy85Tl4MKVbLDOl03nHmtIVx2SaKdwiF6i8B5HR1a0HlPCKgfUv8od-2Bs7zgBZMeWAbnsfWoAbN3vM3nVA8DSk5-2BANf1zuP0SDIaqHJd2cckLyHOYxI0Fp6vV9WAhZl7qQWqd-2Fx1w8THEpbggUj93mVegFLEh-2FNAr1ZUnz96bG1Ss4pbwmvcosgu1fCdb6iK7Otn923DcFDJPCRa0hv3gnpycW-2F-2Bht-2Bf3DdOAxBso0dMhvzqRH-2FX0n31kzQ8W0-2BGqpKIVaELIQ0kZd9J6HGau-2BODaW5BvuNCgLxaeK8ceG85xAK4ca-2BN0euWKzy9dk-3D&data=05%7C02%7Cslmp_ump_comments%40apa.ny.gov%7Cdc04e1437df24b467b8d08dd12d7e0d0%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638687440586123165%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LgsFFia%2FY7fqM%2FtLtIL9iFtS5KRJQGUsy0Xwwu7D6%2FQ%3D&reserved=0


From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from ADK Powder Skiers
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 8:56:33 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Mon Dec 02 2024 08:56:21 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

Last Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Peterson

Email [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email collection]: 

peteraustinson@gmail.com

Comments [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: I want an amendment added to the state land master plan 

for backcountry ski touring trails!

Created Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Mon Dec 02 2024 08:56:21 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

First Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Austin

Phone Number [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

mailto:no-reply@crm.wix.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


collection]: 5186884168

Form ID: comp-m30q4jk0

 

ADK Powder Skiers
Notification sent via Wix Automations

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu46509964.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.16O0hg1-2FLz1kpPxGHUZbqZk4mwOValW8Vcy4a06zNkzi2R6IviT1JPvvf4cfosPCvGQv_88hCRf29-2B-2B4o-2FzKRt7gWaQEuQh3u1G5HfG0HptNZ5EvnrNGxy0ocL0lnZPHScT7swD2lvxU-2B15jYClZq-2BOUKBuNN-2B7teb-2F4nfeUZYhE2HJgljl1ft4o4haXeSRZIv9im0u3QB-2FhXmhrv-2Bpau1VYPu4-2BKgUZ5TFN2jv9xZyjWD1ryqIYM7QbhItwOnAWSPeSa7FSuxfq5XWWw5cWKq3ZWDL3cd18PXdGYCpml0yZu-2FFKFN9wvGfzZc9onDXjZ9cEX0fM5a2oRHOOV-2FxebIWaVEx2qhYhZIugywB46BCsTUSmB0-2FFZmEIpe7zbmQE7VahWpGg4pSQrwsppf2g4LOZq3S-2FMhzgZEXd6Ll6jeg52ZPs-2BBe61VRyYYQoWM2dMHTl5cTKj7jVaKSbZe371XMzhO6CUoLpJObz9QGzBFtk27JpT-2FmJ7qyZiac-2BtZdNjrle5okjCB6Q828JQFIg03UyFDz5Kc2Nm5Dk51oTi5mWIzGE-3D&data=05%7C02%7Cslmp_ump_comments%40apa.ny.gov%7Cf7b4a882362d4652def508dd12d91ea4%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638687445930569218%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YbQtwANIS71qr4oHJVzgjMDjoMlXoseZ1CNfiWE3eHQ%3D&reserved=0


From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of Brittany Sternberg
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Protect Adirondack Wilderness from Motorized Use
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 9:06:15 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA Planning:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master
Plan (APSLMP).

Thank you for addressing accessibility in the recently proposed updates ensuring access to the Forest Preserve for all
people.

I am very concerned, however, that the proposed changes do not fully address the issue of accessibility or provide
adequate protection for non-motorized areas of the Adirondack Forest Preserve including wilderness.

Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) should not be excluded from the definition of motor vehicles.
These are motorized vehicles. The Americans with Disabilities Act specifies that OPDMDs are not considered a
reasonable accommodation where permitting them fundamentally alters the nature of the program, as it would for
Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas.

The Adirondack Park needs a comprehensive plan for accessibility and accessible features. This is right and
responsible, both for all people and for the natural resources and wilderness values of the Adirondack Park. The
current practice of determining OPDMD on a case-by-case basis must not continue. An OPDMD policy must be
created.

Regarding other proposed changes, I support the use of the Visitor Use Management Framework as the preferred
tool for determining the amount and types of use suitable for a unit, but only if that tool explicitly includes
ecological, physical, and social components, measurements, and metrics. Any study that does not include all aspects
is fundamentally incomplete.

I also greatly appreciate the proposed change in the APSLMP that would require planning and analysis related to
climate change vulnerabilities in Unit Management Plans.

Sincerely,

Brittany Sternberg
34 Edward St
Saranac Lake, NY 12983

mailto:mailagent@thesoftedge.com
mailto:Britt@adk.org
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: paul torrence
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 10:03:21 AM

You don't often get email from paul.torrence.699545958@grsdelivery.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –

mailto:pfttwo@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.
These comments are about the Adirondack park. Agency’s proposed changes to the park
master plan.
It is absolutely critical to prioritize the protection of all the natural resources in the forest
preserve. They must be number one priority.
Wilderness is absolutely sacrosanct and must be protected. APA should maintain supervision
of DEC activities. Structures that have been previously scheduled to removed should still be
maintained as high priority objectives. DEC should not be permitted to avoid the
responsibilities they have previously committed to carry out.

Regards, 
paul torrence 
1255 Stiles Rd
Woodhull, NY 14898



From: Irene Hernandez
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 10:09:51 AM

You don't often get email from neina708@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA c/o Megan Phillips,

Thank you for accepting public comment on proposed amendments to the Adirondack
Park State Land Master Plan. I care personally about ensuring that the State is
meeting its obligation to help disabled people access and enjoy public lands in the
Adirondack Park. That’s why including accessibility in the updated Master Plan is
important. Adding accepted definitions for the variety of mobility devices disabled
people use to navigate the outdoors and standards based on federal law provides
clarity to the State and APA. I support the proposed amendments on accessibility.

Having muscular dystrophy limits me in my daily life and I believe people with
disabilities should be able enjoy the outdoors just as much as anyone else. We
deserve to get a way as well from our daily struggles.

Irene Hernandez

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone
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From: Monica Dore
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 10:14:58 AM

You don't often get email from monica.dore.698781740@advocatesmessage.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –

mailto:monica.frederiksen.dore@gmail.com
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Monica Dore 
160 Church St
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866



From: William F Koebbeman
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 10:18:32 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and en

Sincerely,

William F Koebbeman <wkebb2@nycap.rr.com>
861 Riverview Rd
Rexford, NY 12148

mailto:wkebb2@nycap.rr.com
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From: Angel Rosado
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Proposed Amendments
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 10:24:58 AM

You don't often get email from arosado@myindependentliving.org. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA c/o Megan Phillips,

Thank you for accepting public comment on proposed amendments to the Adirondack
Park State Land Master Plan. I care personally about ensuring that the State is
meeting its obligation to help disabled people access and enjoy public lands in the
Adirondack Park. That’s why including accessibility in the updated Master Plan is
important. Adding accepted definitions for the variety of mobility devices disabled
people use to navigate the outdoors and standards based on federal law provides
clarity to the State and APA. I support the proposed amendments on accessibility.

The importance for people who have mobility issues to be able to feel included with
everyone else in everyday life activities is detrimental for a society to progress to a
point of view where there is no longer a sense of inequality. 

Angel Rosado
Peer Recovery Specialist
Independent Living, Inc.
Phone: (914) 359 - 0820
Visit us at: www.myindependentliving.org

Stay connected by joining our Email List!

Independent Living, Inc. is a consumer-directed, cross-disability advocacy and service
organization dedicated to enhancing the quality of life for people with disabilities. Our vision
is a barrier-free society with opportunities for all people to achieve their maximum potential.

Email Confidentiality Notice: The information contained in this transmission, together with
any attachments hereto or links contained herein, is confidential, proprietary or privileged and
may be subject to protection under the law, including the Health Insurance Portability and
Accountability Act (HIPAA). The message is intended for the sole use of the individual or
entity to whom it is addressed. If you are not the intended recipient, you are notified that any
use, distribution or copying of the message is strictly prohibited and may subject you to
criminal or civil penalties. If you received this transmission in error, please contact the sender

mailto:arosado@myindependentliving.org
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
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immediately by replying to this email and delete the material from any computer. Thank You.

Disclaimer

The information contained in this communication from the sender is confidential. It is intended solely for use
by the recipient and others authorized to receive it. If you are not the recipient, you are hereby notified that
any disclosure, copying, distribution or taking action in relation of the contents of this information is strictly
prohibited and may be unlawful.

This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived by
Mimecast, a leader in email security and cyber resilience. Mimecast integrates email defenses with brand
protection, security awareness training, web security, compliance and other essential capabilities. Mimecast
helps protect large and small organizations from malicious activity, human error and technology failure; and
to lead the movement toward building a more resilient world. To find out more, visit our website.



From: George Bray
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Project APSLMP2024; Adirondack Park Agency ; Megan Phillips
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 10:36:20 AM

You don't often get email from rangermaj@twc.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

I am a supporter of the Lake George Battlefield Park Alliance, the not-for-profit "friends
group" that supports and promotes the preservation of one of America's most hallowed
grounds. I am also a French and Indian War reenactor, historian, lecturer, author, and
collector.

I write to request that the APA insert an amendment to the State Land Use Master Plan to
include the Lake George Battlefield Park and Lake George Battleground Campground in the
listing of State-owned facilities classified as “Historic ” properties within the Adirondack
Park. I  believe that a Historic classification will help protect these properties by minimizing
topographical alterations and preserving their scenic, natural, and open space attributes. The
change in classification would also facilitate the State’s enhanced stewardship of the property
to reflect a prioritization based on historic preservation rather than recreation. The location is a
National Register of Historic Places-listed property referenced as the Lake George Battlefield
Park Historic District, and clearly meets eligibility requirements for the APA’s Historic
classification.

These sites were the locations of key events during the French & Indian War and the
American Revolution, are important elements of our national heritage, and are deserving of
the additional protections that the Historic designation will afford.   I believe this is critical to
preserving our past history as other sites have benefited from.

Thank you.

-- 
Best Regards,

George A. Bray III

mailto:rangermaj@twc.com
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: Gary.schiavi@gmail.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 10:44:39 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Gary Schiavi, Gary.schiavi@gmail.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Gary Schiavi
 Email from: Gary.schiavi@gmail.com
 Address: 361 Potter Brook Rd Chestertown NY 12817
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 I have two comments for review:
1. The restriction to the use of non-conforming materials for the footbridges within the wilderness area has resulted
in bridges failing prematurely and complicates any subsequent replacement.  The creates both an inconvenience and
sometimes a hazard to users as alternate ways to cross the span, usually water, is necessary.  It seems to me that the
use of engineered or pressure treated wood with mechanical fasteners would be far more practical and could be
effected in an aesthetically pleasing manner.  I am registered with the DEC as a VSA volunteer with the SPTIS trail
maintenance crew and despite our group’s efforts to maintain and improve the trails we are frustrated in
accomplishing our goals by the loss of several bridges on the Siamese Wilderness system.  Please consider
amending the policy as pertaining to footbridges.

2.  One of the changes to the Plan in the new section 48 for Wildlife Management Structures broadens the definition
to include “species of special concern”.  Presumably, this would include loons and would allow for floating nest
rafts in wilderness area.  I would encourage the adoption of the amendment for that reason.

mailto:noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
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From: Kathleen Watt
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 10:51:34 AM

You don't often get email from kathleen.watt@sbanys.org. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA c/o Megan Phillips,

Thank you for accepting public comment on proposed amendments to the Adirondack
Park State Land Master Plan. I care personally about ensuring that the State is
meeting its obligation to help disabled people access and enjoy public lands in the
Adirondack Park. That’s why including accessibility in the updated Master Plan is
important. Adding accepted definitions for the variety of mobility devices disabled
people use to navigate the outdoors and standards based on federal law provides
clarity to the State and APA. I support the proposed amendments on accessibility.

Best, 
---
Kathleen Watt, MSW
(She/Her)
Operations and Clinical Manager
Spina Bifida Association of New York State
133 Saratoga Road
Pro Bldg, Office 4
Scotia, NY 12302
Kathleen.Watt@sbanys.org
Office: 518-399-9151
Work Phone: 518-650-0618
www.sbanys.org
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: donriggs728@gmail.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 11:09:11 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Don Riggs, donriggs728@gmail.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Don Riggs
 Email from: donriggs728@gmail.com
 Address: 405 Co. Rt. 23 Constantia New York 13044
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 I’m in favor of opening the road from Falls Pond outlet to Indian Lake wilderness boundary for motor vehicles. As
age catches up with me it is harder for me to access this beautiful area. Thanks, Don Riggs.
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From: Jennifer Sibley
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 11:25:36 AM

You don't often get email from jennifersibley27@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA c/o Megan Phillips,

Thank you for accepting public comment on proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park
State Land Master Plan. I care personally about ensuring that the State is meeting its
obligation to help disabled people access and enjoy public lands in the Adirondack Park.
That’s why including accessibility in the updated Master Plan is important. Adding accepted
definitions for the variety of mobility devices disabled people use to navigate the outdoors and
standards based on federal law provides clarity to the State and APA. I support the proposed
amendments on accessibility.

As a person with a disability, as well as a parent of a child with a developmental disability,
access to our state parks is vital to our mental health.  As a family, we hunt, we fish, we hike
and we thoroughly enjoy all that the beautiful Adirondack Park, as well as all of New York's
State Parks, has to offer.  Without accessible trails, accessible parking and accessible boat
launches, enjoying the beauty of this wonderful resource would not be possible for me or my
family.  These amendments will ensure that my family, and others like mine, will be able to
enjoy the park for years to come.

Thank you,

Jennifer Sibley
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that is already protected by federal law, and that our rights are incompatible with
environmental conservation. We know this isn't true. Many other state and federal lands
allow these devices. That’s why we are asking you to submit a comment in support of
including accessibility in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan. New York State
is hearing from environmental groups in closed meetings that oppose full access under
federal law, so we need them to hear from the disability community.

Federal laws like the ADA have guided New York State to make regulations with
reasonable accommodations and modifications so that people with disabilities can
access and enjoy outdoor spaces. In some cases, this means that we may not only use
daily mobility devices, like wheelchairs, in these outdoor spaces, but we might need
devices that are considered Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs). A
wheelchair or powered wheelchair that is designed for indoors or on paved surfaces
might be damaged on rougher terrain or cannot get the job done. 

Take Action:

Send a public comment email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov . 

Deadline, Today, Monday, December 2nd at 5pm.

Sample comment (Copy and modify as needed):

Dear APA c/o Megan Phillips,

Thank you for accepting public comment on proposed amendments to the Adirondack
Park State Land Master Plan. I care personally about ensuring that the State is meeting
its obligation to help disabled people access and enjoy public lands in the Adirondack
Park. That’s why including accessibility in the updated Master Plan is important. Adding
accepted definitions for the variety of mobility devices disabled people use to navigate
the outdoors and standards based on federal law provides clarity to the State and APA.
I support the proposed amendments on accessibility.

I have a nephew that would love the opportunity to be able to enjoy the many
beautiful sights of the Adirondack, as of now he has to be carried by back pack from his
dad, This is an 18 year old boy that is wheelchair bound and loves new adventures.

Lorraine B. Petrie

---

mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


From: Amelia Palermo
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: ADA accessibility Adirondacks/parks
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 11:35:07 AM

You don't often get email from amelia.palermo@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA c/o Megan Phillips,

Thank you for accepting public comment on proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park
State Land Master Plan. I care personally about ensuring that the State is meeting its
obligation to help disabled people access and enjoy public lands in the Adirondack Park.
That’s why including accessibility in the updated Master Plan is important. Adding accepted
definitions for the variety of mobility devices disabled people use to navigate the outdoors and
standards based on federal law provides clarity to the State and APA. I support the proposed
amendments on accessibility.

The ADA provides ample guidance and legal cover to provide for accessibility of disabled
persons in every place non-disabled persons are able and welcome to access services, goods,
housing and yet there are continued cutouts in NYS legislation to protect the majority of
people from having to accommodate a growing minority (25% of the population) of disabled
individuals in what should otherwise be either public or private but equal environments.  If
public lands are not accessible to the disabled they are inherently deemed not public, but for
the private use and enjoyment of the abled or only certain disabled individuals who can
comport themselves in certain ways that the abled see fit or approve of or find convenient. 
There's a fundamental lack of acknowledgement by the abled that all disabled people have
value and their experiences matter.  It's beyond unreasonable for the abled to use
environmental preservation arguments against accommodating the disabled in public parks.
There are millions of acres in this country to save from the degradation of the private sector,
and in the coming years federal encroachment to develop public lands in trust, environmental
advocates should put their sights toward saving and ensuring the public trust habitats survive
at all.  

I have myself witnessed the unbelievable lack of respect the abled often have, in droves and
mobs, for the natural environment and the animals in these preserved habitats, leaving trails of
garbage, feeding wildlife human food, ignoring warnings and then having to use state and
federal assistance to rescue people from their own 'off trail' actions.  How about the abled in
government take the foot off the necks of the disabled and provide for their equal access to the
enjoyment of our public parks and nature preserves as they were intended, a gift from the
ancestors to provide healing and the ability to commune with nature for everyone.  It is
equally our birthright.  Please enshrine this birthright, even if it seems impractical or
inconvenient for abled citizens to have to share a public park with disabled citizens.  There
will always be places where someone with limited abilities, endless money notwithstanding,
will not be able to go, but to allow additional limitations where there can be reasonable
accommodations is retrograde. Please find common ground and provide for all reasonable
means of accessibility for the disabled.  Don't make them go to court to beg for their rights.
Thank you again for your consideration.

mailto:amelia.palermo@gmail.com
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Amelia Palermo



From: jane kinney
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 11:42:26 AM

You don't often get email from jane.kinney.696635889@sendgrassroots.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
jane kinney 
255 Maple Ridge Rd
Gloversville, NY 12078



From: gina reed
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Support Accessibility in the Adirondacks!
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 11:46:58 AM

You don't often get email from reedgina72@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA c/o Megan Phillips,

Thank you for accepting public comment on proposed amendments to the Adirondack
Park State Land Master Plan. I care personally about ensuring that the State is
meeting its obligation to help disabled people access and enjoy public lands in the
Adirondack Park. That’s why including accessibility in the updated Master Plan is
important. Adding accepted definitions for the variety of mobility devices disabled
people use to navigate the outdoors and standards based on federal law provides
clarity to the State and APA. I support the proposed amendments on accessibility.

[include any additional information about the importance of being able to access the
outdoors or what you require to access the outdoors as a disabled person]

Eugeneia Reed 
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From: Debra Poli
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan for Accessibility
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 11:48:59 AM

You don't often get email from dpoli597@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA c/o Megan Phillips,

Thank you for accepting public comment on proposed amendments to the Adirondack
Park State Land Master Plan. I care personally about ensuring that the State is meeting
its obligation to help disabled people access and enjoy public lands in the Adirondack
Park. That’s why including accessibility in the updated Master Plan is important. Adding
accepted definitions for the variety of mobility devices disabled people use to navigate
the outdoors and standards based on federal law provides clarity to the State and APA. I
support the proposed amendments on accessibility.

As a wheelchair user who requests the Adirondack Park frequently, I know firsthand how
having this type of accommodation can impact my ability to experience the outdoors
with my family. 

Thank you.
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: riverat@igc.org
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 11:49:16 AM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Matthew Foley, riverat@igc.org" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Matthew Foley
 Email from: riverat@igc.org
 Address: 2531 County Route 10 Wadhams United States 12993
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 RE backcountry ski routes:

Backcountry skiing - Climbing on skis, then downhill skiing in natural areas with lightweight Alpine Touring or
Telemark gear - is now a very popular sport which did not exist when the APA was created almost fifty years ago. 
These skiers constitute a large group of low impact forest users who have no consideration in the existing SLMP.

The lack of designated areas or trails forces backcountry skiers onto avalanche prone slides or narrow hiking trails to
the detriment of snowshoers. It also lessens the appeal of the Adirondacks for young people who may want to live
here.

The New England states are far, far ahead of New York in catering to this group.

For myself, who'd rather ski in the woods, I leave the state for better winter opportunities elsewhere.
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From: Bosshard Peter
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 11:58:43 AM

You don't often get email from bosshard.peter.777336700@advocatefor.me. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –

mailto:liparrot@aol.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Bosshard Peter 
6 Mountain View Ct
Northport, NY 11768



From: Mary Ellen Whelehan
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Adirondack access for the disabled
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 12:04:45 PM

You don't often get email from mellen.whelehan@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA c/o Megan Phillips,

Thank you for accepting public comment on proposed amendments to the Adirondack
Park State Land Master Plan. I care personally about ensuring that the State is meeting
its obligation to help disabled people access and enjoy public lands in the Adirondack
Park. That’s why including accessibility in the updated Master Plan is important. Adding
accepted definitions for the variety of mobility devices disabled people use to navigate
the outdoors and standards based on federal law provides clarity to the State and APA. I
support the proposed amendments on accessibility.

Mary Ellen Whelehan  155 E. 49th St. NY, NY
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From: Tucker Salovaara
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Accessibility in the Adirondacks
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 12:07:58 PM

You don't often get email from tuckersalovaara@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA c/o Megan Phillips,

Thank you for accepting public comment on proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park
State Land Master Plan. I care personally about ensuring that the State is meeting its
obligation to help disabled people access and enjoy public lands in the Adirondack Park like
myself. That’s why including accessibility in the updated Master Plan is important. Adding
accepted definitions for the variety of mobility devices disabled people use to navigate the
outdoors and standards based on federal law provides clarity to the State and APA. I support
the proposed amendments on accessibility.

As someone who uses a power wheelchair and enjoys the outdoors, I need pathways to be
fully wheelchair accessible on nature trails. I hope you will fight this because I believe that it’s
a reasonable accommodation under the ADA and it’s on public land. Thank you so much in
advance for support on this matter.

Sincerely,
Tucker B. Salovaara
tuckersalovaara@gmail.com
(347) 218-3936
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From: Barbara Rottier
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Comments on proposed changes to the SLMP
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 12:16:25 PM

You don't often get email from barottier@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

                                                                                                            December 2, 2024

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

 

            Re: Comments on proposed SLMP Amendments

 

Dear Ms. Phillips: 

 

DEC, APA, the environmental groups and the public, have long supported enhancing access for the
disabled to state parks, including Forest Preserve lands.  These lands are essential to all people for
the opportunity to enjoy and witness nature.  In fact, there are many opportunities to access park
lands in this state, with and without motorized assistance.  But access to wilderness areas cannot be
allowed to the detriment of the fundamental values of wilderness and the State Constitution.

I agree fully with the comment letters sent by Protect the Adirondacks! and Adirondack Wild, for all
the reasons stated therein.

In summary:  I object to certain proposed changes to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(SLMP).  The state's legal analysis regarding the Americans with Disability Act is incorrect. 
Proposed changes to the SLMP would allow motorized uses in designated Wilderness, Canoe and
Primitive Areas (hereafter, "wilderness areas"), in contravention of the NYS Constitution.  These
changes fail to protect the natural resources and "forever wild" character of the Adirondack and
Catskill State Parks.   Moreover, the proposed change which eliminates APA oversight, giving DEC
unfettered discretion to allow such access, violates the clear intent of the SLMP.  In addition, the
requirement for carrying capacity assessment should not be diluted in importance in any way.  

 

More specifically:

1.         People with disabilities have and should continue to have access to the Forest Preserve in
a way that is consistent with Article 14 of the State Constitution and the current “Guidelines for
Management and Use” for each of the Land Classifications in the SLMP.  For well over 100 years
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the State Constitution (Article 14) has protected state lands in the Adirondack and Catskill Parks as
"forever wild."  As wilderness areas, these lands have always been protected for the continuation of
natural systems and for their aesthetic and open space values.  Yes, they are used by the public, but
only in the context of the wilderness values they provide.  Since the inception of the State Land
Master Plan (1970s), motorized use on these lands has been strictly prohibited; even use by DEC is
restricted to emergencies.  The proposed definition of “Other Power Driven Mobility Device”
(OPDMD) and other references to OPDMD in the proposed amendments should be deleted. 

Motor vehicles are prohibited in Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe areas by Article 14 of the New York
State Constitution, the Master Plan and DEC regulations.  See SLMP (Aug. 2019) at 25, 31, 33; 6
NYCRR § 196.1.  See also Association for Protection of the Adirondacks, 228 AD 73, 81 (3d Dept.
1930), aff’d 253 NY 234 ((holding that the Adirondack Forest Preserve “must always retain the
character of a wilderness”); Helms v. Diamond, 76 Misc.2d 253, 260 (Sup. Ct. Schenectady Co. 1973)
(“The concept of prohibiting the use of motor vehicles, motorized equipment, motorboats and
landing of aircraft in remote wilderness areas is not new.”).

2.         The Federal law is absolutely clear that a State does not have to modify the fundamental
attributes of its programs to accommodate disability access; i.e. where such accommodation
would alter the purpose of program itself.  Both the Americans with Disability Act (ADA) and the
Department of Justice implementing regulations specify that a public entity is not required to modify
its programs or facilities if doing so would “fundamentally alter” the program or facility. 42 USC §
12201(f) and 28 CFR § 35.130(b)(7)(i)

Allowing motorized vehicles in these wilderness areas completely alters their wilderness character
and values.  It is not required by the ADA, is not allowed in many other park areas by the Federal
government, and absolutely should not be allowed in wilderness areas in our State Parks.  The
proposed amendments to the SLMP which would allow any such use must not be enacted by the
APA. 

 3.         The proposed addition to the Master Plan of a provision delegating to the Department
of Environmental Conservation (“DEC”) unfettered discretion to permit the use of OPDMDs
contravenes the intent of the SLMP.  Most important, it appears to grant DEC authority to permit
such use in wilderness areas.  In addition, it grants DEC this authority without any guidelines or
restrictions to govern its exercise, which would eliminate APA oversight of motor vehicle use on
Forest Preserve lands in violation of both the Master Plan and the APA Act.  

 4.         Access to state lands for the disabled was litigated in Federal District Court, resulting
in a Consent Decree signed May 31, 2001, and allows the potential for motorized access only on
state lands designated Wild Forest, Intensive Use, and Historic under the SLMP. (See Ex A in
Protect! comments).  This Decree was signed with prejudice and commits the parties (Individual
persons with disabilities, and APA and DEC) to a process for securing disabled access in the
Adirondack Forest Preserve.  That process requires DEC and APA to expedite review of Unit
Management Plans to identify and include opportunities for disabled access, and to undertake capital
projects to enhance access as appropriate, but only on state lands designated Wild Forest, Intensive
Use, and Historic under the SLMP.  (Id, pages 4-6 of the Consent Decree). The Consent Decree has
been implemented by DEC and APA according to its terms.  Many points of access have been
created and special permits have been regularly issued to facilitate disability access in the designated
Wild Forest, Intensive Use, and Historic areas of the Park and throughout the state.

           5.         DEC’s Commissioner’s Policy 3 (CP-3) should be amended to make clear that



OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities and that such use will not be allowed in
Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas, and to address and evaluate the appropriateness of
OPDMD use by persons with disabilities in other Forest Preserve land use classifications.

 6.         APA should not amend the Master Plan to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing
the use of OPDMDs on Forest Preserve lands because it would allow DEC to fundamentally
alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas, where motor vehicle use has been
and is currently prohibited.  Doing so would be a complete abrogation of APA’s duties to
protect the natural resources of the Adirondack Park.

7.         APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the
focus and overriding goal of state land management must always be protection of natural
resources in accord with Constitutional constraints.  Required carrying capacity studies must
remain as a requirement, including the assessment, measurement and prescription of the type of
resource and social conditions in a particular area that can be sustained without adverse impacts to
natural resources.  The protection of the resource is paramount. VUM appears to be much different. 
In fact, VUM is only one factor in the assessment of carrying capacity.

I attended a DEC public hearing on the High Peaks VUM program about two years ago.  The focus
was directed to asking what the people "wanted to do" in the High Peaks, with no mention of the
Constitutional constraints of "forever wild" or the Wilderness designation of the SLMP.  This process
elevated the goal of VUM to the maximization of recreational use.  Recreational use on state Forest
Preserve must in fact conform to "forever wild" and cannot be maximized to the theoretical limit
that a particular land or water management unit can withstand.  The requirement for carrying
capacity studies should remain, unchanged or enhanced, in the SLMP.  It is essential to state land
management. 

8.         The proposed language that states that “[l]evels of time and resources to fulfill this
commitment [assessment of carrying capacity] should be proportional to the significance of
impacts” should be deleted.  DEC must dedicate the time and resources necessary to conduct
carrying capacity assessments properly and completely in the development of UMPs.  DEC has
failed for years to timely develop UMPs and to assess carrying capacity.  The APA has reviewed
important projects without insisting upon having this essential information.  The State should
dedicate the necessary resources to these important tasks by both agencies; the proposed language
ensures that it will not even try!

 9.         The draft amendments do acknowledge the importance of incorporating climate
change impacts, planning, adaptation and resiliency into the Master Plan’s management
prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters.  APA needs to comply with the CLCPA in
its review of private land projects. 

 

 Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

 Respectfully,  Barbara Rottier, Esq



From: Susan Warzek
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Accessibility in the ADKS!
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 12:26:04 PM

You don't often get email from swarzek@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA c/o Megan Phillips,

Thank you for accepting public comment on proposed amendments to the Adirondack
Park State Land Master Plan. I care personally about ensuring that the State is meeting
its obligation to help disabled people access and enjoy public lands in the Adirondack
Park. That’s why including accessibility in the updated Master Plan is important. Adding
accepted definitions for the variety of mobility devices disabled people use to navigate
the outdoors and standards based on federal law provides clarity to the State and APA. I
support the proposed amendments on accessibility.

Susan Warzek

mailto:swarzek@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: Liz Treston
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment ADA
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 12:37:47 PM

You don't often get email from emtreston@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA c/o Megan Phillips,

Thank you for accepting public comment on proposed amendments to the Adirondack
Park State Land Master Plan. I care personally about ensuring that the State is meeting
its obligation to help disabled people access and enjoy public lands in the Adirondack
Park. That’s why including accessibility in the updated Master Plan is important.
Adding accepted definitions for the variety of mobility devices disabled people use to
navigate the outdoors and standards based on federal law provides clarity to the State
and APA. I support the proposed amendments on accessibility.

Thank you,

E.M. Treston, M.A.
516-304-6452

If your diversity plan doesn't include disability, you're doing it wrong.
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From: Michael Manitta
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 12:48:43 PM

You don't often get email from mamanitta@aol.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA c/o Megan Phillips,

Thank you for accepting public comment on proposed amendments to the Adirondack
Park State Land Master Plan. I care personally about ensuring that the State is meeting
its obligation to help disabled people access and enjoy public lands in the Adirondack
Park. That’s why including accessibility in the updated Master Plan is important. Adding
accepted definitions for the variety of mobility devices disabled people use to navigate
the outdoors and standards based on federal law provides clarity to the State and APA. I
support the proposed amendments on accessibility.

I have a spinal cord injury and get around by using a wheelchair and would enjoy the
outdoors if I had access to the parks.   Having access to the trails would allow me to
enjoy the parks the way I did as an able bodied person before my injury.

Please consider giving us the same access everyone else enjoys.

Michael Manitta

24 Mott Street, Staten Island, NY 10312

917-842-7423

Sent from my iPad
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From: Eric Holmlund
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: Eric Holmlund Gmail
Subject: Public Comment on the 2024 Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 12:48:47 PM

You don't often get email from erholmlund@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Megan Phillips,
 
Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack
Park State Land Master Plan (APSLMP).
 
I applaud the APA’s efforts to recognize the rights and perspectives of persons with
disabilities in terms of access to natural resources with wild character. However, I feel
that the proposed changes open Forest Preserve lands, especially wilderness to
unintended degradation from motorized access under a new name. 
 
I strongly urge you to change the proposed language on Other Power-Driven Mobility
Devices (OPDMD's). While this definition will impact all Forest Preserve lands, I am
particularly concerned with the implications for Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe
classifications, as these are designated by the master plan to provide the types of
recreation that are of primitive, quiet, low-impact and low visibility nature, affording
travel at pedestrian speeds.  Access for persons with disabilities is covered already
under Commissioner Policy 3, which could be amended to clarify and strengthen
OPDMD access to suitable classifications within forest preserve that already admit
motorized access, namely Wild Forest and Intensive Use classifications. CP3 balances
the ADA’s intent of providing access to persons with disabilities with New York State’s
Constitutional protection via Article 14 of the Forest Preserve and the established
definition of state wilderness, which prohibits public motorized access by providing
enhanced opportunities in Wild Forest. Perhaps additional or updated opportunities can
be established now on areas not managed as wilderness, 25 years after the initial
settlement. 
 
The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) language allows exclusions for instances in
which admitting motorized access for persons with disabilities would
materially/fundamentally change the nature of the services and experiences provided by
the business or agency in question. In this case, the entire stated purpose of designated
wilderness in the New York State SLMP necessitates, explicitly, the absence of
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motorized conveyances and the appertaining experiences of primitive and non-
mechanized recreation afforded to current users. This is precisely the situation the
caveat in the ADA was written to address.
 
While this might seem unfair to people with disabilities, there are proven means to assist
people with mobility impairments to enjoy remote wilderness experiences without
mechanized/motorized conveyance as demonstrated by such programs as Minnesota’s
Wilderness Inquiry among others, which assist persons with disabilities by non-
motorized means to access wilderness settings to great advantage. As such, this
presents an undeveloped opportunity for programming in the Adirondack Forest
Preserve. 
 
Further, the ambiguity of the proposed language in Def. 29, (OPDMD is defined as “...or
any mobility device….that is not a wheelchair”) opens the door for persons who are not
disabled to potentially use the conveyances designed for persons with disabilities to
access wilderness, because the qualifier of the previous half of the sentence (“that is
used by individuals with mobility disabilities…”) is not continued in the second part. 
 
Additionally, this wording (“…in areas without defined pedestrian routes…”) opens the
door not only to the use of OPDMD by anyone on trails, but OFF trails in forest preserve
as well. Is this really what the APA is seeking? This would be a radical departure from
current and historic wilderness management practices in the Forest Preserve. A fix for
Def. 29 is “an OPDMD is currently defined as any mobility device that is not a wheelchair
which is used by individuals with mobility disabilities for the purpose of locomotion,
powered by batteries, fuel, or other engines - whether or not designed primarily for use
by individuals with mobility disabilities.” 
 
I also am deeply concerned with the implications of item 29 on page 21, which
essentially allows a standard automobile to be considered an OPDMD if it used by
individuals with mobility impairments. This language thereby creates the absurd
situation in which a SUV (which is a fuel-driven mobility device), if driven by a person
with mobility impairment, ceases to be a “motor vehicle” and is transformed into an
OPDMD simply because of who is behind the wheel. Further, the construction of the
sentence allows the public to observe either the first part of the description of OPDMD or
the second, which is simply “or any mobility device designed to operate in areas without
defined pedestrian routes, but that is not a wheelchair.” It is easy to see how a non-
disabled person would feel entitled by this definition to claim that the second clause of
the definition admits their ATV or pickup truck as a legal conveyance into state
wilderness, not only on trails and former roads, but OFF-TRAIL as well. 



 
The exclusion of OPDMD’s from the APSLMP’s definition of motor vehicles (Def. 24) on
page 20 of the redlined SLMP is misguided, if well intended. OPDMD’s are by definition
motor vehicles since they are driven by motors. If you seek to allow them in wilderness,
then the APA should attempt to change the definition of wilderness (which currently
excludes motor vehicles) rather than alter the definition of a motor vehicle. Obviously,
this would be a more difficult objective, but a much more transparent one. 
 
On a different subject, carrying capacity, please revise the problematic wording:
“[l]evels of time and resources to fulfill this commitment should be proportional to the
significance of impacts,” which oddly seems to anticipate that staff are going to do
expeditious, small, or no work on projects deemed to have insignificant impact.
However, the impact of recreation or other forms of use is exactly what carrying capacity
studies are supposed to determine. CC studies are complex, multidisciplinary, multi-
method, and cover several seasons before usable conclusions can be drawn. If
anything, their importance and complexity should merit language that strengthens
agency commitment (aka time and resources) to doing them well. Perhaps this is what
you meant by the phrasing (big context = big study), but the negative interpretation also
follows.
 
I suspect that these concerns are not your agency’s intent and can be rectified in future
edits. Thank you for keeping the integrity of our state lands, and the quality and
character of wilderness in trust. 
 
Best regards, 
 
Eric Holmlund, Saranac Lake
 



From: Carolyn Wember
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Adirondacks Disability Access
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 12:49:45 PM

You don't often get email from cdwember@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA c/o Megan Phillips,

Thank you for accepting public comment on proposed amendments to the Adirondack
Park State Land Master Plan. I care personally about ensuring that the State is meeting
its obligation to help disabled people access and enjoy public lands in the Adirondack
Park. That’s why including accessibility in the updated Master Plan is important. Adding
accepted definitions for the variety of mobility devices disabled people use to navigate
the outdoors and standards based on federal law provides clarity to the State and APA.
My disabled daughter is a power-wheelchair user, and I support the proposed
amendments on accessibility.

Carolyn Wember

mailto:cdwember@gmail.com
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From: Susan Ryan
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: ACCESSIBILITY RIGHTS
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 12:52:59 PM

You don't often get email from susangordonryan@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

I AM WRITING TO YOU TO DEMAND THAT ALL
ACCESSIBILITY ACCOMMODATIONS BE IMPLEMENTED TO THE FULL EXTENT
OF THE LAW ! 
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From: Elaine Nollet
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 1:01:59 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Elaine Nollet <e424nollet@hotmail.com>
11 Brendan lane
Schenectady, NY 12309

mailto:e424nollet@hotmail.com
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From: K and C E
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Adirondack master plan
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 1:03:52 PM

You don't often get email from kmr1259@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA c/o Megan Phillips,
Thank you for accepting public comment on proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park
State Land Master Plan. I care personally about ensuring that the State is meeting its
obligation to help disabled people access and enjoy public lands in the Adirondack Park.
That’s why including accessibility in the updated Master Plan is important. Adding accepted
definitions for the variety of mobility devices disabled people use to navigate the outdoors and
standards based on federal law provides clarity to the State and APA. I support the proposed
amendments on accessibility.
As a young person with multiple sclerosis who is often forgotten, (people don't think young
people can be disabled) we often have to use cane's or wheelchairs during various times of our
lives. We shouldn't be denied access because we have a Disease that we can't control and
didn't ask for. My life is far from over and I shouldn't be punished for being disabled.

Caleb and Kristi Esquilin 

mailto:kmr1259@gmail.com
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From: Patty Zappala
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Support Accessibility in the Adirondacks!
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 1:16:56 PM

You don't often get email from pzapzek@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA c/o Megan Phillips,

Thank you for accepting public comment on proposed amendments to the Adirondack
Park State Land Master Plan. We care personally about ensuring that the State is
meeting its obligation to help disabled people access and enjoy public lands in the
Adirondack Park. That’s why including accessibility in the updated Master Plan is
important. Adding accepted definitions for the variety of mobility devices disabled
people use to navigate the outdoors and standards based on federal law provides clarity
to the State and APA. We support the proposed amendments on accessibility.

Having a family member who is wheelchair bound having access to the outdoors is
extremely important.  Just being able to enjoy some of the same things as an able bodied
person speaks volumes to their quality of life.  Why wouldn't New  York State want to be
more inclusive instead of less?  

 Thank you for taking the time to read our email.

Patricia and Anthony Zappala

mailto:pzapzek@gmail.com
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From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from ADK Powder Skiers
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 1:36:53 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Mon Dec 02 2024 13:36:44 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

Last Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Frazer

Email [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email collection]: 

billmelfrazer@gmail.com

Comments [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Dear Members of the Adirondack Park Agency, I am writing 

to respectfully request that the Adirondack Park Agency (APA) amend 

the State Master Plan to allow for the creation of safe backcountry ski 

trails within the Adirondack Park. As a passionate skier and advocate 

for the responsible enjoyment of our public lands, I believe that 

developing designated backcountry ski trails can provide a safe and 

sustainable opportunity for outdoor recreation while preserving the 

unique natural environment of the Park. The Adirondack Park is one of 

mailto:no-reply@crm.wix.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


the most iconic wilderness areas in the United States, attracting 

adventurers, nature enthusiasts, and outdoor recreationists from across 

the world. While the park offers tremendous opportunities for skiing and 

snowboarding at designated resorts, the backcountry skiing community 

has seen substantial growth in recent years. However, the absence of 

safe, established backcountry ski trails has led to some challenges, 

including increased risk to skiers and a lack of infrastructure to support 

responsible recreation. Allowing for the development of designated 

backcountry ski trails would not only provide a safer environment for 

skiers but would also offer a controlled space for this growing activity, 

reducing the pressure on fragile wilderness areas and encouraging 

proper backcountry awareness and education. Well-planned and 

strategically placed ski trails could help mitigate the risks of avalanche, 

injury, and environmental damage, all while allowing more people to 

enjoy the backcountry safely. I fully understand the need to balance 

recreational use with conservation goals in the Adirondack Park, and I 

am confident that with careful planning and consultation with experts, 

the creation of backcountry ski trails can be achieved without 

compromising the Park’s ecological integrity. In fact, well-designed trails 

can incorporate principles of environmental stewardship, and ensure 

that skiers have a clear understanding of how to minimize their impact 

on the land. This proposal would contribute to enhancing the 

Adirondack Park as a world-class destination for outdoor recreation, 

diversifying the opportunities available for visitors, and fostering a 

deeper connection to the wilderness. Furthermore, it would promote 

safety, outdoor skills education, and greater stewardship of the land. I 

strongly urge the Adirondack Park Agency to consider amending the 

State Master Plan to allow for the creation of safe and sustainable 

backcountry ski trails within the Adirondack Park. I look forward to any 



opportunities for discussion on how this can be done in a way that 

preserves the ecological integrity of the park while also supporting the 

growing interest in responsible backcountry skiing. Thank you for your 

time and consideration of this important matter. Sincerely, Bill Frazer

Created Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Mon Dec 02 2024 13:36:44 GMT-0500 (Eastern Standard 

Time)

First Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Bill

Phone Number [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: 585-447-0400

Form ID: comp-m30q4jk0

 

ADK Powder Skiers
Notification sent via Wix Automations

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu46509964.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.16O0hg1-2FLz1kpPxGHUZbqZk4mwOValW8Vcy4a06zNkzi2R6IviT1JPvvf4cfosPCYOoa_88hCRf29-2B-2B4o-2FzKRt7gWaQEuQh3u1G5HfG0HptNZ5EvnrNGxy0ocL0lnZPHScT7swD2lvxU-2B15jYClZq-2BOUKBh4Ka9NwJSokIJ2t9Iv-2Bjecdec-2BEMzOygjgSdIKnJofWYBWJG5-2FmnP6eoOQO3IQYbdbpD2erIn5oF-2FucseUyE-2B9HCxT0sjH7gm4tcdF7wZURav6bdeF-2FWHSzb3AjtD4j54vvmlYk7eDf16JDeWR-2BG2rJ1Ck23YvHXFwVeX-2Fco6N7xVXZoWD2Iw17lujQ9uoU-2BN2i-2BPdrKhR-2BH7SGjj6Ragzx88ESG2geA31ofK6AXcMdOKuQRZbpJqwvdVeFkhTfXApRgbu2J6n8Zf-2FhWUkKoYoJcOM-2FmhNbQPiIWa3vnRtIs6Jinxe7rVO6I8lkGQxHDVx7kjBaj-2FwVeIggoltQbJO9mGk1Lw-2F1zsHu3ITix3t-2B-2FJM4e4PvAPlgwVVUEPsShwaF3FaLcHX-2BS11fm8VU5FQ-3D&data=05%7C02%7Cslmp_ump_comments%40apa.ny.gov%7Ce5118a8f25dc482a3be808dd1300481e%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638687614128694362%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TzaeiVVoiJ6xfr0cc%2FnMOfkOG6ayskC2UEA8PN3pQaQ%3D&reserved=0


From: Lezli Hope
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Include accessibility in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 1:38:33 PM

You don't often get email from lezlihope@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA c/o Megan Phillips,

Thank you for accepting public comment on proposed
amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan. 

I am concerned about ensuring that New York State fulfills its
obligation to help disabled people access 

and enjoy public lands in the Adirondack Park. 

You must include accessibility in the updated Master Plan.

I am paralyzed and use a manual wheelchair — I’m grateful to
be able to do so.

Other paraplegics and those mobility challenged require other
kinds of equipment.

Adding accepted definitions for the variety of mobility devices
disabled people use to navigate 

the outdoors and standards based on federal law provides
clarity to the State and APA.

I support the proposed amendments assuring expanded
accessibility. The great outdoors

is healing, healthful and fulfilling.

mailto:lezlihope@gmail.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
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Thank you for all you do to make its promise and possibilities
available to all.

Lezli H. White

Corning, New York



From: Scott Lavery
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Support Accessibility in the Adirondacks!
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 1:42:49 PM
Attachments: Outlook-United Spi.png

You don't often get email from scott.lavery@unitedspinal.org. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA c/o Megan Phillips,

Thank you for accepting public comment on proposed amendments to the Adirondack
Park State Land Master Plan. I care personally about ensuring that the State is meeting
its obligation to help disabled people access and enjoy public lands in the Adirondack
Park. That’s why including accessibility in the updated Master Plan is important. Adding
accepted definitions for the variety of mobility devices disabled people use to navigate
the outdoors and standards based on federal law provides clarity to the State and APA. I
support the proposed amendments on accessibility.

Sincerely,

Scott Lavery, MPP
Director of Corporate Development
102 Duane Rd. Fort Totten, NY 11359
718-803-3782 ext. 7203
unitedspinal.org

United Spinal 
Association 

mailto:Scott.Lavery@unitedspinal.org
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
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United Spinal
Association





From: Linda Shuster
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Changes to State Land Master Plan
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 1:54:43 PM

You don't often get email from adk4mab12@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms. Phillips,

I am writing to request that the APA keep the State Land Master Plan motor vehicle definition
intact with no exclusions for other power-driven mobility devices (OPDMDs). I also request
APA to maintain existing restrictions on the use of motor vehicles and motorized equipment,
including OPDMDs. Finally, I ask that you do not give the DEC discretion to authorize
OPDMDs in any areas managed as Wilderness.

I have worked with individuals with developmental and acquired disabilities beginning as a
volunteer in middle school and then throughout my profession career. I am very sensitive to
accessibility issues. However, by definition, wilderness is natural environments that have not
been significantly modified by human activity. There is no way to allow OPDMDs into
wilderness without significantly negatively affecting it.

On what basis will the DEC determine which individuals are permitted to operate these
OPDMDs? I know many people who ride electric bikes, not because they are incapable of
riding a pedal bike, but simply because they do not want to do the work necessary to be in
shape to ride a pedal bike. How will these people be sorted out from those who truly have a
disability and require powered transport? Will there be a permitting system? This will involve
costly oversight from the DEC and its rangers, who are already overworked and understaffed.
I currently see people riding electric bikes in the Wilmington Wild Forest in violation of the
restrictions on motorized vehicles in wilderness. Opening up the wilderness to OMDMDs will
just invite people in who think the rules do not apply to them.

Finally, opportunities for individuals with disabilities that affect accessibility do exist and
continue to grow. For example, for years, DEC has made dozens of miles of roads open to
motors in areas classified Wild Forest exclusively for persons with disabilities
(Commissioners Policy 3 CP-3).  The new Adirondack Rail Trail provides access to beautiful
and more remote areas of the Adirondack Park. In addition, the Adirondack Land Trust was
awarded a $3 million grant to create accessible wildland trails at Glenview Preserve, a 238-
acre property located along New York State Route 86 in Harrietstown, and at a 187-acre
preserve at the corner of State Route 73 and the Adirondack Loj Road in North Elba.

In summary, opening the Adirondack wilderness to OPDMDs would negatively affect our
wilderness in a variety of ways and would be costly and time consuming to implement
properly. Accessibility to the Park is a hugely important issue, but there are accessible areas
and the number of these areas continues to grow. Do not change the State Land Master Plan as
requested by the DEC.

Thank you.

mailto:adk4mab12@gmail.com
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Sincerely,

Linda

Linda Shuster
85 Hardy Rd.
Wilmington, NY



From: William Wonderlin
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Do Not Alter the State Master Land Use Plan for the Adirondacks
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 1:56:06 PM

You don't often get email from bill.wonderlin@me.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Megan Phillips, Director of Planning, NYS Adirondack Park Agency

Dear Ms. Phillips, 

I have enjoyed exploring the Adirondacks for many years, hiking, snowshoeing, skiing and paddling
through many wild and wonderful areas of the park. I live on Hardy Rd, near Wilmington, an area
that has extensive state land preserved in the Wilmington Wild Forest. I also frequently hike in the
High Peaks Wilderness and paddle on many lakes and ponds of the St. Regis, Raquette, and Saranac
River watersheds. These areas (and many others in the Adirondacks) are special because a person
can escape from being exposed to the harshest reminder of civilization—motorized vehicles. Much
of my enjoyment of the wild forest and wilderness in the Adirondacks comes from exploring it using
human power. It is imperative that the APA preserve its existing restrictions and not allow
motor vehicles or motorized equipment in the wild forest or wilderness.

I understand the importance of providing access in the Adirondacks for people with disabilities, and
I fully support the work by the state to build a new rail trail from Lake Placid to Old Forge, as well
as initiatives by the Adirondack Land Trust to create more accessible areas near Saranac Lake and
Lake Placid. I hope that there can be additional initiatives with similar benefits launched in the
future.

Altering the State Land Master Plan to allow the OPDMD in wild forest and wilderness areas is a
bad idea. Even if very limited use of OPDMD is the goal, it will be too easy for this type of access to
be expanded in the future, such as by the DEC. Also, it sends a confusing message to the public—if
OPDMD can access the wild forest and wilderness areas, why can’t other people access those areas
with their ATVs, snowmobiles and motor bikes. What are the criteria for determining if someone is
allowed to use an OPDMD in the wild forest and wilderness? Keeping motorized vehicles out of the
wild forest and wilderness areas is already very difficult because there really isn’t an effective way
to monitor all areas at all times. The Wilmington Wild Forest has signage prohibiting electric bikes
on the mountain bike trails, yet we see electric bikes cruising these trails. Altering the State Land
Master Plan to permit OPDMD in wild forest and wilderness areas needlessly places the “wild”
character of these areas at risk.

I have been doing trail work in the Hoffmann Notch area (the new trail to Jones Hill, part of the
NCT) for the past three years. Although it might have been more convenient to use power equipment
for building new trail, the wild forest was much better off with us swinging picks and axes and
pushing wheelbarrows than running chain saws and hauling tools and dirt using gators on the trail.
Prohibiting motorized equipment and vehicles in the wild forest and wilderness is a small sacrifice
for preserving the sanctity of the wild forest and wilderness. 

Sincerely,

Bill Wonderlin

mailto:bill.wonderlin@me.com
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85 Hardy Rd.

Wilmington, NY 12997

bill.wonderlin@me.com
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From: Lynn Springle
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: No OPDMDs in Wilderness
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 1:56:17 PM

You don't often get email from lynnspringle@verizon.net. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

I am writing to object to the prospect of the DEC deciding where/when OPDMDs may be
used in Wilderness.  That would allow types of vehicles that are directly opposed to the
vision and stated rules of the Adirondack Park.  The Park is such a precious resource -
we can't go back if we open it up to vehicular damage.  And as a disabled person (who
does not use a wheelchair), I am unable to visit large parts of the Park as well.  I happily
deal with that by going where I can and helping preserve the pristine nature of the Park in
places I can't access.  I don't see any need for the proposed change to allow DEC to
decide on OPDMDs.

Thanks for listening,
Lynn Springle
2095 Harrington Hill Road
Lake George, NY  12845

mailto:lynnspringle@verizon.net
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From: Denise
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 2:10:27 PM

You don't often get email from denise.battaglini@stny.rr.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA c/o Megan Phillips,

Thank you for accepting public comment on proposed amendments to the Adirondack
Park State Land Master Plan. I care personally about ensuring that the State is meeting
its obligation to help disabled people access and enjoy public lands in the Adirondack
Park. That’s why including accessibility in the updated Master Plan is important. Adding
accepted definitions for the variety of mobility devices disabled people use to navigate
the outdoors and standards based on federal law provides clarity to the State and APA. I
support the proposed amendments on accessibility.

My 27 year-old son suffered a spinal cord injury and became paralyzed. Prior to that he
was an avid outdoorsman who enjoyed hunting, fishing, skiing, hiking, etc. The
limitations of having a spinal cord injury are many. Please do not limit the opportunity for
him to enjoy the outdoors in the Adirondacks or any local, county, or national park. 

Thank you. 

Denise Battaglini

Sent from my iPhone
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: juliasellnewyork@gmai.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 2:13:15 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Julia Sell, juliasellnewyork@gmai.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Julia Sell
 Email from: juliasellnewyork@gmai.com
 Address:
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 I support the decision of allowing wildlife management structures for species of special concern to permit loon nest
rafts to be floated along state-owned shoreline.
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From: Courtney W
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 2:15:59 PM

You don't often get email from courtney.w.109350552@sendgrassroots.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Courtney W 
227 Birchwood Rd
Old Tappan, NJ 07675



From: ailmar@charter.net
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: APA Master Plan Comments APSLMP2024
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 2:22:33 PM

You don't often get email from ailmar@charter.net. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 1297

Dear Adirondack Park Agency in care of Megan Phillips,

Thank you for accepting public comment on proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park
State Land Master Plan. As someone who grew up in the Adirondacks (Elizabethtown) I
care personally about ensuring that the State is meeting both of its obligations. First, to
protect this very special wilderness area, vital to the world’s health in combating climate
change and second, to ensure that all people, including disabled people, have equal
access and enjoy public lands in the Adirondack Park. This is why including accessibility in
the updated Master Plan is important. I support adding accepted definitions for the variety
of mobility devices disabled people use to navigate the outdoors and standards based on
federal law provides clarity to the State and APA.

I specifically support the language on page 13 which firms up our commitment to providing
inclusive access to Park lands:

ACCESSIBILITY

The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), the Architectural Barriers Act of 1968 (ABA)
and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 have implications for the management of the
Adirondack Forest Preserve. The ADA requires that each service, program and activity offered by
state agencies be made accessible to and usable by persons with disabilities, unless doing so would
result in a fundamental alteration of the nature of the service, program or activity or an undue
financial and administrative burden.

DEC uses the accessibility standards issued under the ADA and ABA in designing, constructing, and
altering buildings, sites, and outdoor recreation facilities.

In keeping with ADA Title II regulations on mobility devices (CFR § 35.137), wheelchairs are
allowed on state lands anywhere that pedestrian access is permitted. The DEC is responsible for
interpreting federal regulations and guidance to determine where the use of Other Power Driven
Mobility Devices (OPDMDs) may be appropriate.

I’ve seen the impacts on our land by able-bodied people over the past few years.  I believe
restrictions to protect the land are important. I cannot however support completely
excluding a class of people: People with Disabilities. We wouldn’t say that “We need to
protect the Park, so only male people can access it”.  Now would we say “We need to
protect the Park, so only white people can access it”.  This is why it is not acceptable to say
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“We need to protect the Park, so disabled people cannot have access to it.”  That is just not
acceptable.

Thank you again for this opportunity to comment.

 Sincerely,

 

Aileen Martin

24881 County Route 53

Watertown, NY 13601

ailmar@charter.net

 



From: Dana Holmlund
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Project APSLMP2024; Adirondack Park Agency ; Megan Phillips
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 2:24:54 PM

You don't often get email from danaholmlund@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear Ms Phillips,

I am writing to voice my concerns about the proposed alteration of the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan that
opens Forest Preserve access to “Other Power-Driven Mobility Devices.” It is admirable that the APA is providing
support for people with disabilities. What troubles me, however, is that the proposed changes would radically alter
the Forever Wild land protection and imperil unique and vulnerable Adirondack ecosystems. 

People of all abilities deserve to be able to experience nature. Outdoor recreation provides innumerable physical and
mental benefits and allows people to connect with something larger than themselves. The purpose of this comment
is not to diminish the needs or rights of people with disabilities. Rather, I am concerned that the way in which the
proposal suggests those with limited mobility access natural areas will damage the integrity of the space for humans
of all ability, as well as plants and animals. 

The Adirondack Park is the largest park in the continental United States and is a unique convergence of geologic
features, mountains, lakes, wetlands and human communities. The Park’s natural areas are critical habitat for rare
and endangered plants and animals that are very sensitive to changes in their environment. These natural resources
have immense intrinsic, aesthetic, and cultural value and draw visitors to the region. People come to the
Adirondacks because the Wilderness, Primitive Areas, Canoe Areas, and Wild Forest areas allow them to experience
the stillness of nature and disconnect from hectic modern life. Many people rely on tourism for their livelihoods.
The introduction of motor vehicles like trucks and ATVs into these areas, as is suggested in the proposal, could
deter people seeking that peaceful wilderness experience. The ecological damage from OPDMDs would alter the
resource that draws visitors, whether they are hikers, skiers, or those who themselves use OPDMDs. The tourist
economy is naturally sensitive to these fluctuations in visitation. 

In addition, the proposal would transfer the responsibility of OPDMD oversight to the DEC. The DEC has no policy
detailing the use of OPDMDs. I am concerned that the DEC’s resources in the Park are already spread thin, and the
addition of another layer of use enforcement would cause a further strain, which could result in less attention being
paid to other parts of DEC’s jurisdiction. Allowing OPDMDs to operate on all state land types would put an
astronomically bigger impact on the natural resource than is caused by hikers, causing erosion, water pooling, and
mud pits. The deep ruts caused by ATVs and other large vehicles often make trails impassible. The DEC will have
to take on a huge amount of additional work in trail maintenance, lowering the carrying capacity, if people— with
full and limited mobility—are going to want to continue using the resource. Additionally, these destroyed trails will
be more dangerous to traverse, resulting in an uptick of search-and-rescue operations. The financial burden of all of
this extra work would be placed on hardworking taxpayers.

The Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA) states in Sec 12182 (b)(2)(A)(ii) that an exception to accessibility
modifications can be made if “the entity can demonstrate that making such modifications would fundamentally alter
the nature of such goods, services, facilities, privileges, advantages, or accommodations.” This foundational
legislation outlining the rights of those with disabilities clearly states that an exception can be made if the means of
access would destroy the physical integrity of the area. The impacts of motor vehicles mentioned above display that
their introduction would fundamentally alter the land in question, constituting a legitimate exception by the terms of
the ADA. While again, the APA’s intentions are well-meaning, the ADA acknowledges that there are some
situations where making accessibility adjustments are not appropriate. I believe this is one of those situations, and I
hope the APA can arrive on a solution to accessibility that does not jeopardize the state of the Forest Preserve.

Before opening up the Forest Preserve to motor vehicles, I think the APA should look at planning more extensive
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accessible trail infrastructure, such as boardwalks, evenly-graded gravel trails, and even designated roads for
regulated motor vehicle use, in areas that have been selected after conducting rigorous environmental impact
assessments. I feel that Wilderness, Primitive, and Canoe areas should be left untouched by motor vehicles, as they
are ecologically significant, fragile, and represent a huge draw for human-powered tourism like hiking and paddling.
This carefully constructed accessibility infrastructure would allow a person with limited mobility to more closely
engage with nature rather than viewing it from the cab of a truck. Those who use wheelchairs, for example, would
be out in the fresh air, able to touch the leaves of a tree and observe wildlife without scaring it away. This expanded
infrastructure would not only appeal to people with disabilities, but people of all ages, especially families with
children. This idea would provide a more pleasant outdoor experience for people with disabilities without negative
impacts to the resource, and could end up being economically prudent since it would avoid all of the maintenance
and safety fallout of the OPDMD proposal. The state could create a unique product of well-constructed accessible
infrastructure in beautiful natural areas that would bring in more tourism. 

I commend the APA’s goal of making the Adirondacks more accessible. However, I think this goal can be
accomplished without sacrificing the character and health of the Forest Preserve lands and waters. The APA should
work to arrive at a sustainable accessibility solution that maintains the ecological integrity of the Adirondacks for
current and future generations to enjoy. 

Thank you for accepting my comments, and thank you also for conserving our state lands.

Sincerely,
Dana Holmlund

//
Dana Holmlund
She/Her
Mobile: (518)-354-9029



From: Violet Shneider
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 2:50:08 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Violet Shneider <violet.shneider@gmail.com>
125 Court Street, Apartment 11SA
Brooklyn, NY 11201
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From: Lisa Tarricone
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: l.tarricone@taconicresources.org
Subject: Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 2:51:08 PM

You don't often get email from l.tarricone@taconicresources.org. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA c/o Megan Phillips,

Thank you for accepting public comment on proposed amendments to the Adirondack
Park State Land Master Plan. I care personally about ensuring that the State is meeting
its obligation to help disabled people access and enjoy public lands in the Adirondack
Park. That’s why including accessibility in the updated Master Plan is important. Adding
accepted definitions for the variety of mobility devices disabled people use to navigate
the outdoors and standards based on federal law provides clarity to the State and APA. I
support the proposed amendments on accessibility.

As a wheelchair user, being able to access public lands for recreation and enjoyment is
crucial to my health and well being.

Sincerely, 

Lisa Tarricone (she/her/hers)
Executive Director
Taconic Resources for Independence, Inc.
82 Washington St., Suite 214,
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
l.tarricone@taconicresources.org
Office: 845-452-3913 ext. 105
Fax: 845-485-3196
845.345.8416  (Video Phone for Deaf/ Hard of Hearing)
845.485.8110  (TTY)
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From: Marti Townley
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Loon nests
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 2:53:31 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

I agree that loon nests should be able to be built.

Sent from AOL on Android
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From: Annaliese Spilken
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 3:11:40 PM

You don't often get email from annaliese.spilken.699551546@p2a.co. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Annaliese Spilken 
188 Woods Hollow Rd
Gloversville, NY 12078



From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: margaret@margaretgorman.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 3:19:38 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Margaret Gorman, margaret@margaretgorman.com" into your message for our
reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Margaret Gorman
 Email from: margaret@margaretgorman.com
 Address: 267 Carlton Avenue Brooklyn NY 11205
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 To Whom It May Concern: I am writing to express my support for expanding the definition of a wildlife
management structure to include wildlife management structures for *species of special concern* so that “loon
rafts” can be floated along New York State owned shoreline. The Common Loon of the Adirondacks is a
magnificent bird and worthy of this special protection. Loon nests are susceptible to flooding, predation,
abandonment due to human disturbance, and other dangers, and nest rafts have been shown to effectively mitigate
these threats. The rafts are designed and built to be unobtrusive and would provide needed protection for this
beloved regional icon.
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: buckbobbin@gmail.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 3:45:22 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Buck Bobbin, buckbobbin@gmail.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Buck Bobbin
 Email from: buckbobbin@gmail.com
 Address:
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 Adirondack Park Agency Board and Staff,

Thank you for your service to the public of New York State and for your service to the natural equities of the
Adirondack Park. Please accept this comment in the highest spirit of collegiality as we all work towards a better
shared understanding of how we might more perfectly interact with our natural environment for the good of
ourselves and mother nature.

People with disabilities face enormous challenges leaving the built environment. They further face challenge above
the non-disabled public in arriving at points of access to the Adirondack Park (ADA accessible parking just the first
of many ‘first yard’ challenges).  The planning, effort and high-precarity that people with disabilities face in just
getting to the starting point of nature is enormous. As a non-disabled spouse of a person with disabilities I wish to
express my strong support for the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan with
special emphasis on the definition of Other Power Driven Mobility Devices (OPDMDs).

The expanded definition and early trial period of such devices have allowed my partner and me to experience the
shared joy of nature that would have been impossible in an ordinary wheelchair. It would not have been possible
even with ‘ruggedizing’ accessories like bigger wheels, sturdier anti-tip measures, etc –a mild incline on a broad dirt
path with occasional irregularity to its grade would defeat the most determined users of a wheelchair. There is no joy
in that struggle. There is no virtue revealed by forcing people with accessibility challenges to toil fruitlessly with a
device from another millennia when a perfectly reasonable alternative with literally the same physical footprint is
available. By including this new definition for OPDMDs, it is acknowledging that those with accessibility
challenges have equal rights under the law to participate in and to access the same public amenities that the non-
disabled public have always enjoyed.

It should be made abundantly clear that this measure is the bare minimum to afford even the slimmest equity of
experience for people with disabilities when visiting the Adirondack Park. Other barriers in notation of access
points, in the built environment necessary for other facets of accessibility like privies, in the culture of the public
who uses the park that is sometimes hostile to inclusivity, or in the tone taken by environmental advocates are all
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challenges that won’t be magically ameliorated by this definition of OPDMDs. But it is an appropriate step in
recognizing that it is a low administrative burden and financially minimal measure that will make it possible, still
through herculean effort of logistics and courage to step for the first time into the unknown woods, for people with
disabilities and their loved ones to experience this shining emerald of nature.



From: Tom Turner
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Good afternoon
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 3:51:19 PM

You don't often get email from vettman815@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

As a lifelong lover of nature and someone with a disability I see nothing wrong with making
changes in the Adirondack mountains and other areas to make it accessible for others with
disabilities to attain all of that is beautiful in New York state. 

Thomas w Turner 

585-943-1042
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From: Ashley DeSantis
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public comments on ADK Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 4:01:24 PM

You don't often get email from ashley.n.desantis@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA c/o Megan Phillips,

Thank you for accepting public comment on proposed amendments to the Adirondack
Park State Land Master Plan. I care personally about ensuring that the State is meeting
its obligation to help disabled people access and enjoy public lands in the Adirondack
Park. As a family with a wheelchair user, we witness first hand the discrimination
experienced as a result of exclusion in recreation and outdoor access. That’s why
including accessibility in the updated Master Plan is essential. Adding accepted
definitions for the variety of mobility devices disabled people use to navigate the
outdoors and standards based on federal law provides clarity to the State and APA. I
support the proposed amendments on accessibility.

Ashley N. DeSantis
ashley.n.desantis@gmail.com | 845-527-9041
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From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from ADK Powder Skiers
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 4:02:36 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Mon Dec 02 2024 14:02:23 GMT-0700 (Mountain Standard 

Time)

Last Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Syvertsen

Email [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email collection]: 

esyvertsen81@gmail.com

Comments [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: I support expanded access to Backcountry skiing trails in 

New York State protected forest lands. This form of land uses has 

minimal environmental impact, preserves the wild spirit of the forests, 

and encourages responsible access to these public spaces. 

Created Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Mon Dec 02 2024 14:02:23 GMT-0700 (Mountain Standard 

Time)

First Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 
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collection]: Erik

Phone Number [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: 6462205943

Form ID: comp-m30q4jk0

 

ADK Powder Skiers
Notification sent via Wix Automations

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu46509964.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.16O0hg1-2FLz1kpPxGHUZbqZk4mwOValW8Vcy4a06zNkzi2R6IviT1JPvvf4cfosPCscBC_88hCRf29-2B-2B4o-2FzKRt7gWaQEuQh3u1G5HfG0HptNZ5EvnrNGxy0ocL0lnZPHScT7swD2lvxU-2B15jYClZq-2BOUKBjtFx2iyIKuevrjcoJoXAodpkGB-2FP2Tbhc6SXw8w-2BNqQAGDcys9CMi5KOWHjb0JaA5j2a-2BOH9WR82RJ51aEz0AcoucUodYxvg-2BuLb06PIeAvuhg4ZdCTc-2FVxSs-2BUZetXIvMM-2Bd165q9W7AWrcSKKLIqcjO9ZM8q4S7xpCDhIXse0f-2FlouysTTFEX57lzHnpRye3aaOXGz8B9adiBNSZfrCET2onN3m55TPBeGD-2FvCvmuj-2BLGJqaPg78Q-2FUn-2BUkXLsLjmBYrYl-2BTI3smOM936y-2BDj3i-2Bs31-2FcIGDC8gCUnyqBzapXCqTkTbk4bUNeO3PQIblKUofT2tyQiCrOjOIYu2vN2ETHLZ-2F2YMi4Pzdu47lvjuQXAPOJDSPH-2Br3EsNfB3MKqqWhcvidz4dc9KStfKEg-3D&data=05%7C02%7Cslmp_ump_comments%40apa.ny.gov%7C2903906b31834c8a45a408dd1314a384%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638687701553375957%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7Mt%2Fvyy02kl%2FOvMFTp1KLcUMpzhFi4NYoKgphFNr6MM%3D&reserved=0


From: Paul Abess
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 4:38:17 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Paul Abess <luapabess@gmail.com>
5 Woodcrest Drive
Queensbury, NY 12804
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From: noreply-pc@apa.ny.gov
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Cc: jfitzgerald@gmail.com
Subject: APA Project APSLMP2024 Public Comments
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 4:49:36 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

************  PLEASE NOTE  ************

The following  public comment was made with your email address as the source.
If this is an error, please contact the New York State Adirondack Park Agency at 518-891-4050 or by sending an
email to SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov.
Please copy "APSLMP2024, Janice Fitzgerald, jfitzgerald@gmail.com" into your message for our reference.

***************************************

 Attn: Megan Phillips
 Comments from: Janice Fitzgerald
 Email from: jfitzgerald@gmail.com
 Address:
 Re: Agency Project APSLMP2024, Adirondack Park Agency

 My Comments:

 The Adirondack Park Agency, an entity within the Executive Branch of NYS has been given the charge to
administer, protect and oversee the 6+million acres of public and private land that make up the Park. 
Approximately 44% of this being state owned land. The taxpayers of NYS incur a significant expense to subsidize
the budget and administration of this Agency and the lands under its protection.
In the 50+ years of its existence the importance of the Adirondack Park Agency’s charge to protection and preserve
have become more complicated.  It was born in a time with limited technology.  Since that time, the value,
popularity and importance of tourism and recreation, including accessible recreation, have grown exponentially. 
There is a tremendous balancing act always going on between protection and development.  There are a multitude of
special interest groups with resources funding the protection side of the equation of the Adirondacks. Similarly,
there are groups and individual businesses promoting the access to recreation and outdoor activities. Are the venues
that are under the purview of the Agency accessible to all?
There are often articles written and comments made about protection vs access vs costs.  I hope the APA and the
Commissioners, who govern the entity, consider the best interests of all residents and visitors to this region.
Please follow Federal and State laws regarding civil rights and accessibility and referenced in the written final
amendments to the State Land Master Plan. Technology has opened doors for people with disabilities.  Mobility
devices have changed drastically in the last 50 years and should be incorporated into final amendments. Individuals
with disabilities should be considered for participation as members of its governing board.
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From: Morgan Leigh Davies
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Accessibility in the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 5:06:59 PM

You don't often get email from morgan.l.davies@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear APA c/o Megan Phillips,

Thank you for accepting public comment on proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land
Master Plan. I care personally about ensuring that the State is meeting its obligation to help disabled
people access and enjoy public lands in the Adirondack Park. That’s why including accessibility in the
updated Master Plan is important. Adding accepted definitions for the variety of mobility devices disabled
people use to navigate the outdoors and standards based on federal law provides clarity to the State and
APA. I support the proposed amendments on accessibility.

I suffer from long covid, ME/CFS, and fibromyalgia, and accessing the natural world is therefore difficult
for me, if not impossible without accessibility interventions such as those proposed here. All people
deserve to be able to experience the outdoors, including those with disabilities.

Sincerely,

Morgan Leigh Davies

zip code 112226

-- 
**
mldavies.com | novel observations
she/her
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From: Dave Quist
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Fwd: Comment on the 2024 Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park SLMP
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 5:12:50 PM

You don't often get email from davidquist@earthlink.net. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

-------- Forwarded Message --------
Subject:Comment on the 2024 Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park SLMP

Date:Mon, 2 Dec 2024 17:09:09 -0500
From:Dave Quist <davidquist@earthlink.net>

To:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov

Please accept the following as my comments on the recently-proposed amendments to the
State Land Master Plan (SLMP).

I commend the Agency for adding considerations of climate change in the management of
state lands, and for recognizing state agency obligations under the CLCPA.

The SLMP should continue to require an assessment of carrying capacity as part of UMP
development.  However, the additional paragraphs proposed are problematic in that they
implicitly de-emphasize protection of the natural environment, and shift the emphasis to
evaluation of impacts on the visitor experience (see p. 11 of the red-lined proposal).  While
quality of the recreational experience can be one of the elements considered, changes in the
condition of the natural setting/characteristics and ecosystem health should be paramount. 
Language publicly shared by Protect the Adirondacks addresses that concern:

The scientific underpinning of carrying capacity is that land and
water natural resources have limits to the amount and type of
recreational use that they can withstand before adverse impacts occur.
These adverse impacts include (i) unsustainable changes in natural
biological and ecological conditions, characteristics and processes;
(ii) unacceptable and undesirable changes in the quality of the
recreational experience; and (iii) undesirable, unsafe or unsustainable
conditions in the management of recreational lands and facilities.

That language, or something substantially similar, should be incorporated as a replacement to
the two new paragraphs proposed on page 11 of Agency's red-lined proposal.

The proposed amendments raise numerous concerns with regard to accessibility by the
disabled.  I fully support appropriate measures to ensure the disabled to access the forest
preserve, and have no issue with including the evaluation and consideration of such access, as
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appropriate, in the development of UMPs.  However, the approach taken goes well beyond
what is required by current law, either state or federal.  

Of particular concern are the breadth of the definition of OPDMDs, coupled with the
statement that they should be allowed anywhere a pedestrian can go, the exclusion of
OPDMDs from the definition of motor vehicle, and the statement that DEC would be given
complete discretion to decide where their use may be appropriate. (see pp. 14, 23 and 24 of the
red-lined proposal).  Collectively these provisions effectively deregulate certain motorized
vehicles for purposes of oversight in Wilderness/Primitive/Canoe, compromise reasonable
restrictions elsewhere in the Forest Preserve, and effectively negates the Adirondack Park
Agency's statutorily required role in the development and approval of UMPs.  None of these
consequences are acceptable. 

Continued efforts to enhance access for the disabled are laudable and worthy of support. 
However, that should be done in a measured and targeted way, respectful of Art. 14 of the
Constitution, the characteristics of each management classification, and consistent with the
need to provide for the protection, as well as the use, of the Forest Preserve.  Nothing in the
ADA requires accommodation in a manner causing a fundamental change to the program at
issue, nor which damages a resource.  

Motorized vehicles are permitted, subject to limitations, in Wild Forest and less restricted
parts of the Forest Preserve, consistent with the current restrictions in those areas, and
consistent with the outcome of the Galusha case and the resulting Consent Decree.  Doing so
is also consistent with the ADA (which was considered in Galusha).  Galusha, in fact, focused
on access in Wild Forest, and the injunction granted in 1998 was specifically limited to
specific roads and facilities, for those with a CP-3 permit or certified disability, and
specifically prohibited such motorized access on trails, paths, or waterways not otherwise used
by non-emergency motorized vehicles.  That approach respected the limitations of state land
classifications, respected the provisions of UMPs, and appropriately balanced the protection
due the Forest Preserve with the interests in providing access to the disabled.  

The proposed amendments upend that balance, and inappropriately disrespect the balance
which has existed now for decades.  The essence of Wilderness/Primitive/Canoe areas is the
lack of motorized vehicles.  Allowing motorized vehicles or bicycles (as per the common, and
current definition), under whatever circumstances destroys the essence of
Wilderness/Primitive/Canoe areas, as recognized in the APA's Final Programmatic EIS for a
prior SLMP amendment (1979).  

The proposed technical amendments to correct pronouns, acknowledge prior updates to the
SLMP, and to update the listings in Appendices I and II, are unobjectionable.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

David Quist
265 S Main Ave.
Albany NY 12208



From: Susanna M Moore
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Public Comment on the Proposed Amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 6:13:10 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

TO:
Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Megan Phillips, Deputy Director of Planning
Adirondack Park Agency
PO Box 99
Ray Brook, NY 12977

Please accept these public comments on the proposed amendments to the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan
(APSLMP).

1. People with disabilities should have access to the Forest Preserve in a way that is consistent with Article 14 and
the current APSLMP. The proposed definition of OPDMD and other references to OPDMDs should be deleted.
DEC should amend Commissioner’s Policy 3 to state that OPDMDs may only be used by persons with disabilities
and that such use will not be allowed in Wilderness, Primitive or Canoe areas.

2. APA should not amend the APSLMP to give DEC unfettered discretion in allowing the use of OPDMDs because
it would allow DEC to fundamentally alter the nature of Wilderness, Primitive and Canoe Areas.

3. APA should clarify the proposed amendments about carrying capacity to ensure that the focus and overriding goal
of visitor use management must always be protection of natural resources and ensuring that natural resources are not
degraded; it is not the goal of visitor use management to maximize recreational use up to the limit that a particular
land or water management unit can withstand.

4. Thank you for acknowledging the importance of incorporating climate change impacts, planning, adaptation and
resiliency into the APSLMP’s management prescriptions for Forest Preserve lands and waters. APA needs to
comply with the CLCPA in its review of private land projects.

Sincerely,

Susanna M Moore <susannamoorephd@gmail.com>
Camp Otterbrook
Tupper Lake, NY 12986
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From: Judith Watson
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Project APSLMP2024; Adirondack Park Agency ; Megan Phillips"
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 6:16:56 PM

You don't often get email from judithwatson789@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

I write to voice opposition to the proposal to allow a variety of motorized vehicles to be used
by disabled persons in Adirondack wilderness areas. 

While the intent is solid, the possibilities for abuse are too great to warrant this change. 

As I understand it, APA rules currently allow disabled persons to use a motorized wheelchair
in wilderness areas if they apply for, and receive, a permit to do so. This is not too much to ask
to preserve the Adirondack Park’s unrivaled wilderness experience. 

Without such a requirement and expanding the types of motorized vehicles allowed on
wilderness trails threatens to result in many non-disabled persons motoring at will through the
Adirondack wilderness. Unless the APA is prepared to police every wilderness trail going
forward, there is no way to prevent such abuse.

The Adirondacks are known and respected world-wide for their “forever wild” spaces. Please
don’t approve this proposed change, even while ensuring that disabled persons know about the
permit process and that permit requests are handled expeditiously.

Sincerely,

Judith Watson
P.O. Box 208
Johnsburg, NY 12843
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From: no-reply@crm.wix.com
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: You have received a new notification from ADK Powder Skiers
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 6:59:02 PM

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

ProjectAPSLMP2024;Adirondack Park Agency; Megan Phillips
I want a State Land Master Plan Amendment that adds a definition for Backcountry Ski
Touring Trails!

Notification Summary:

Form Name: Take Action! - submit into Email collection

Updated Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Mon Dec 02 2024 18:58:53 GMT-0500 (EST)

Last Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Thomas 

Email [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email collection]: 

larrythomas1017@gmail.com

Comments [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: An amendment recognizing backcountry ski touring trails as 

an explicit use classification needs to be added to the State Land 

Master Plan. Such trails have a long history of use in the State in areas 

that are currently classified as Wild Forest as well as Wilderness, and 

should recognized, encouraged, and promoted. Backcountry Ski 

Touring trails often involve much more significant elevation changes 

than typical are encountered on Nordic Ski Trails, and have different 

design requirements to help ensure skier safety. These typically include 

areas where the trail width is expanded periodically, to allow turns and 

mailto:no-reply@crm.wix.com
mailto:SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov


stops to limit downhill speed. New York has a lot of great terrain for 

backcountry ski touring and the master plan needs to recognize this use 

classification.

Created Date [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Mon Dec 02 2024 18:58:53 GMT-0500 (EST)

First Name [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: Larry 

Phone Number [Take Action! - Email - CMS form submit into Email 

collection]: 5183388200

Form ID: comp-m30q4jk0

 

ADK Powder Skiers
Notification sent via Wix Automations

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu46509964.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.16O0hg1-2FLz1kpPxGHUZbqZk4mwOValW8Vcy4a06zNkzi2R6IviT1JPvvf4cfosPCDML0_88hCRf29-2B-2B4o-2FzKRt7gWaQEuQh3u1G5HfG0HptNZ5EvnrNGxy0ocL0lnZPHScT7swD2lvxU-2B15jYClZq-2BOUKBh4zEW0TSJKLDaguE9HG4FX2HWwAEmPMBOoTIueI0LXUF9vUWPivXw0VLNR8AQUjRYifrKwhi52CwiuLaCsDJMv9Y4KV55hLWCJXqnxsKgz6jKAj7JAMNF6Vo6pePp2uwUXdTZmQk7Wqu5CwiNDjuh52TpmHNaEbbUfR1ttco-2F74Xwq-2Fv3eRuMXoeAXVCOM0BkuVRGjUWjMgAbMwcGKBgIZD5CypdRW3s9cKTEFVsJylU6lVY-2FckRC2nXqTRGeqhAQJc6KzSegmZ-2BTgD34iH5UJZQVH-2BSN-2FYFOD4m3mz-2FnGAmfEU4jklczWb5cIppQdFCccI6-2BqOIzbHugLjHYsLwzpnLHygAFFeKaF1O2JxTAvG7ZYEGiYqu4kj0A2Qq1QLyKbtuiLXCdKM-2B6pKXZi3334-3D&data=05%7C02%7Cslmp_ump_comments%40apa.ny.gov%7C5fdbf66f9f4f451f126008dd132d4a19%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638687807419945423%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=J8Dh0r6P%2BCmMKtDi4GjDfqdPsa9OnlNrhGxC%2Fsu2IkU%3D&reserved=0


From: Kimberly Schwardt
To: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
Subject: Please Revise SLMP Amendments
Date: Monday, December 2, 2024 9:12:08 PM

You don't often get email from kimberly.schwardt.109142706@p2a.co. Learn why this is important

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown
senders or unexpected emails.

Dear SLMP Decision Makers,

The Adirondack Park is a national treasure, renowned for its pristine wilderness, biodiversity,
and vital role in combating climate change. However, proposed changes to the State Land
Master Plan risk weakening the very protections that keep the Park’s ecosystems healthy and
resilient. 

1. Commissioner’s Policy for ADA Compliance & OPDMDs: The Adirondack Park State
Land Master Plan is not the place to incorporate portions of ADA definitions since it does not
implement them on state lands. Rather, the Department of Environmental Conservation should
develop a state-wide Commissioner’s Policy that clearly outlines the DEC’s review and
approval process for Accommodation Permits for other power-driven mobility devices. This
policy should acknowledge where these devices are or are not appropriate, including
Wilderness areas. For example, an ATV in Wilderness would not be appropriate. A state-wide,
holistic policy is needed to address access, transparency, and environmental concerns for these
devices, not a quick-added definition. 

2. Weakening of Agency Oversight: The APA is tasked with ensuring the DEC’s management
of the Adirondack Forest Preserve is consistent with the SLMP and constitutionally protected
lands. Through the proposed amendments, the APA is relinquishing its ability to hold the DEC
accountable by deleting structure removal dates (meaning, structures that should have been
removed by a certain date – many of them decades ago) and administrative road closure dates.
The Agency should request new compliance dates for the DEC to meet and hold them
accountable. 
In addition, the APA proposes to allow DEC to use motor vehicles to access Wilderness for
improvements or structure removal on an as-needed basis. The SLMP is clear that Wilderness
is intended to be motor-free except for extenuating circumstances, like life-saving search and
rescue operations. The APA should not allow this change, for small changes such as this –
where other non-motorized methods are a viable option in most instances for Wilderness
management – will begin to erode Wilderness protections and character. 

3. Protection of Natural Resources is Paramount: The SLMP is clear that the protection of
resources is paramount. These proposed changes must be rooted in this mandate, especially
with growing environmental pressures. Proposals to weaken Wilderness protections, like
allowing for more motorized access, should not be encouraged. 

In the 50+ years since the State Land Master Plan was first adopted, it has undergone four
major revisions, underscoring that opportunities to update this guiding document can be rare.
So, the changes proposed to the SLMP must not only be relevant to today, but the
complexities and challenges of the Forest Preserve of tomorrow. Changes should not weaken
the health of the Forest Preserve and should uphold the guiding mandate of the SLMP –
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natural resource protection must remain paramount. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Regards, 
Kimberly Schwardt 
185 Paisley Rd Trlr 28
Ballston Spa, NY 12020
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